
WOUKtHS VAHOVMP
Volume No. 45

1 0 January to 1 2 December 201

4

(Issues Nos. 1037-1058)

Published by: Spartacist Publishing Co.

Box 1 377 GPO, New York, NY 1 01 1

6



Digitized by the Internet Archive

in 2016 with funding from

Prometheus Research Library

https://archive.org/details/workersvanguard45spar



WORHeHS VAtieUARP
No. 1037 53 - 10 Janua

Damage Control over NSA Revelations

Spying, Repression, War:

Pillars of Capitalist Rule
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The Freedom Act sponsors and other

bourgeois reformers are cleaning up after

the likes of Director of National Intel-

ligence James Clapper. Early last year.

Clapper denied under oath that the NSA
was stockpiling data on Americans, only

to have Snowden prove him a liar. Public

mistrust deepened when Clapper subse-

quently explained that the statement was
the “least untruthful” he could make.
Subterfuge is. of course, in the nature

of spying. But note that in this case the

target is not a foreign power. In capitalist

society, where a tiny minority of the pop-

ulation lives off the labor of the working
class, the rulers will always resort to spy-

ing. lying and violence to keep the vast

majority down.

The history of U.S. government spy-

ing and repression as a handmaiden to its

imperialist wars abroad was the topic of

forum presentations by Spartacist League

continued on page 8

AP photos

Above; NSA headquarters in Fort Meade, Maryland. Right: Aftermath of Decem-
ber 11 U.S. drone attack on wedding convoy in Yemen. Barack Obama, shown
above right with spy chief James Clapper in June 2010, has expanded Bush-era
domestic spying and drone terror programs.

In a special Christmas message broad-

cast on British television. National Secu-

rity Agency (NSA) whistle-blower Edward
Snowden warned of the dangers posed by

mass surveillance: “A child born today

will grow up with no conception of privacy

at all. They'll never know what it means
to have a private moment to themselves

—

an unrecorded, unanalyzed thought." A
global spying apparatus assembled by the

U.S. government can now sweep up the

telephone, Internet and location records of

whole populations and easily defeat the

most common communications encryp-

tion methods, as is known the world over

thanks to Snowden. With video cameras

also dotting city streets and drones pre-

paring to swarm the skies, the capitalist

rulers are determined to make personal

privacy a relic of a bygone age.

With each new document released by

Snowden further exposing U.S. imperi-

alism’s dark underbelly. Washington has

suffered no shortage of embarrassment.

So much so that some in the government,

beginning with the head of the NSA task

force assessing the impact of the leaks,

have floated the possibility of granting

Snowden amnesty in order to stanch the

flow of revelations. Various bourgeois

commentators, rankled by the trampling

on their rights but not wanting the spy-

masters to lose more face, have picked

up this theme. Thus a recent New York

Times (I January) editorial declared: “It

is time for the United States to offer Mr.

Snowden a plea bargain or some form of

clemency that would allow him to return

home." The government itself continues

to treat Snowden as a traitor who deserves

to feel the full wrath of bourgeois justice.

As Marxist opponents of the capitalist-

imperialist order, we say: Drop all charges

against Edward Snowden!

A debate within the government is also

unfolding over how precisely to carry out

damage control and package the snooping

to make it mure palatable to the public.

Congress, which the NSA recently all

but admitted is also subject to its surveil-

lance. now has dueling comprehensive

bills on the floor. One. dubbed the Free-

dom Act, is designed to restrict the NSA
program that collects and stores records

of virtually all telephone calls made in

the country. The other would approve it

in its current form. The same sides were

drawn in competing federal court deci-

sions last month. One judge concluded

that the program is likely unconstitutional

and “almost Orwellian" in scope. Eleven

days later, another judge gave his enthusi-

astic stamp of approval, observing: "This

blunt tool only works because it collects

everything.”

Meanwhile, a panel convened by the

president issued a report with 46 recom-

mendations to make the eavesdroppers at

least appear more accountable. Evidently

with tongue in cheek. Obama commented:
"There are ways we can do this potentially

that give people greater assurance that

there are checks and balances, sufficient

oversight and transparency." Left unsaid

was his role in more deeply enshrouding

the Bush-era surveillance programs in

secrecy. From the time he first assumed

office, Obama publicly embraced the

Patriot Act provision that was the legal

basis of the phone "metadata” program,

fully aware that the NSA was violating

existing procedures for the program laid

out by the rubber-stamp secret court

ostensibly overseeing it.

Regarding reform packages, such as the

Freedom Act. that seek to pul some limits

on mass surveillance, we wrote in "Spy-

ing and Lying in the Belly of the Beast"

(^VNo. 1034. 15 November 2013): "It

would be welcome if such efforts created

some speed bumps for the agents of U.S.

imperialism. It would be foolish to believe

that reforms will ever significantly impede

the imperialists’ spying on whomever they

want whenever they want.”
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From the Archives of Marxism

John Reed on Liebknecht and Luxembui^

Willy Romer Panoiama
Left: Karl Liebknecht addressing Berlin demonstration of workers and soldiers in January 1919 during proletarian
insurrection. Right: Rosa Luxemburg.

Upholding the revolutionary traditions

of the early Communist International, we
commemorate the "Three L’s" this month,

marking the assassination of German
Communist Parly founders Karl Lieb-

knecht and Rosa Luxemburg on IS Janu-

ary 1919 and the death of Bolshevik leader

V. I. Lenin on 21 January 1924. Liebknecht

and Luxemburg were murdered by reac-

tionaries amid the counterrevolutionary

terror unleashed by the Social Democratic

government against a workers uprising.

Karl Ltebknecht’s name is synonymous
with intransigent opposition to one’s "own”
bourgeoisie in the crucible of interimperi-

alist war. His declaration that "the main
enemy is at home" became the watch-

word for generations of revolutionaries at

times of war between imperialist powers.

When the Social Democratic Party frac-

tion voted for the Kaiser’s military bud-

get at the Reichstag (parliament) session

of 2 December 1914, Liebknecht, then a

member of the party, broke ranks and cast

the sole vole against war credits. With
Liebknecht prohibited from motivating

his vole on the Reichstag floor and barred

The Revolutionary Age
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The Revolutionary Age, organ of the
left wing of the American Socialist
Party, dedicated 1 February 1919
issue to Luxemburg and Liebknecht
after their assassination.

from the German press, his statement was
published in a Dutch socialist newspaper.

Recounting Lenin. Liebknecht and Lux-
emburg’s revolutionary opposition to their

"own” capitalist governments is particu-

larly timely as bourgeois ideologues, with

no small amount of hypocrisy and decep-
tion. begin to mark the centenary of the

outbreak of "the war to end all wars" in

August 1914. WWI was not caused by an
assassin’s bullet but by the struggle of the

imperialist powers to redivide the world

and further their exploitation of labor

and control of markets. While some nine

million mainly working-class conscripts

would die as the imperialists’ cannon fod-

der. the carnage would also lead to the

world’s first successful proletarian revo-

lution—the Russian October Revolution

of 1917 under the leadership of Lenin’s

Bolshevik Parly.

We print below a piece by John Reed
from a special issue of The Revolutionary

Age devoted to Liebknecht and Luxem-
burg and published on I February 1919.

The ellipses were part of the article as

printed. Reed was a radical American
journalist who was won to Bolshevism

while reporting on the October Revolu-

tion. His book Ten Days That Shook the

World vividly depicts the insurrectionary

days in Petrograd. Upon his return from
Russia, Reed was instrumental in found-

ing the American Communist movement.
The Revolutionary Age was the organ of

the left wing of the Socialist Party, out

of which emerged many of the pioneers

of American communism.

» *

Karl Liebknecht’s Words
By John Reed

When I was in Berlin in December.

1915, I went to see Karl Liebknecht. He
had an office in a district Social Demo-
cratic headquarters, in the poorer .section

of the city—on a street, I remember,
which looked very like Washington Street

in Boston. It was a large, bare room, the

walls hung with pictures of Bebel and the

elder Liebknecht. and memorials of his-

toric events in the great history of the Ger-

man Social Democracy.

Liebknecht sat at a table in the mid-
dle of the room, the lower half of his face

faintly illuminated by a green-shaded

lamp. He wore a semi-military coat but-

toned up to the neck. There were dark

circles under his eyes, but that was all the

evidence of fatigue about him. His hand
played nervously with a paper-cutter as

he talked; his eyes never left mine. His

face was dark and full—almost round

—

with a gentle expression.

The door to the inner hall had been left

open. It was empty, except for two or three

forlorn-looking women in widows’ weeds,

who were sitting sadly and motionless on
chairs along the wall, waiting for some
official of the branch on business con-

nected with death-benefits....

"The war?” I asked, pointing toward

them. Liebknecht nodded. “The best of

us
—

” he said slowly, in halting English

interlarded with German words.

I had not seen the statement which
Liebknecht had sent out to Holland, and
which was even then being published all

over the world, especially by the Allied

capitalist press—then calling him “the

bravest of the brave.” So it was more or

less natural that I should ask him whether

his altitude of extreme hostility to the War
and the Government was still the same.

"There is no other attitude for a Social

Democrat to take,” he said, with a faint

smile of amusement. "As each problem
of capitalist aggression arises, it must be

met full and squarely. In spite of the pro-

digious influence brought to bear in all

countries of the world upon their peoples,

the international working class is still not

convinced that this War is their War. As
representative of the workers. I voice this

sentiment."

“And the chances of world Revolution?”

“To my mind.” he answered serenely,

"nothing else can come out of the War.”

This is practically ail of our conversa-

tion. Other questions which I asked him,

which if he had answered, might have

revealed the plans and projects of the

movement, or the work then being done,

he refused to answer. After all, he did not

know me....

from talks about her with comrades who
did, I have come to think of her as one of

the great constructive brains of the Left

Wing movement in Europe—an intellect

which, like Lenin’s in Russia, would have

been of incalculable value in the estab-

lishment of the new order In Germany, of

which Karl Liebknecht was the flaming

prophet.

Liebknecht was arrested, and while

being taken in an automobile to prison

by a group of "armed volunteers.” (no

doubt aristocratic young officers), was
shot “while trying to escape” "when the

automobile broke down” crossing the Tier-

gurten. In other words, he was taken to

a quiet spot and simply murdered. Rosa
Luxemburg met a more terrible fate. She
was beaten to death by a "white-collar

mob,” and her body thrown into the canal.

It was the bourgeoisie of Berlin, of Ger-

many. of the world—the bankers, business

men. officers, "respectable people”—who
actually did the killing.

But it was the Ebert-Scheidemann Gov-
ernment. the Kaiser Socialists, so long

detested by the Allied capitalist press—
who by suppressing the revolt of the Ger-

man working-class with the aid of the

Kaiser’s troops, allowed that mob to shoot

holes in Karl Liebknechl’s back and tram-

ple the life out of Rosa Luxemburg. And
the Allied capitalist press applauds....

What the capitalist newspapers have
to say about it is a matter of compara-
tive indifference to us. We are occupied
with a closer and more dangerous enemy
in our own ranks—the moderate Social-

ists. who. to their other crimes against

the workers, have now added the crime
of murder.
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CLASS-STRUGGLE DEFENSE NOTES

PDC Holiday Appeal:

from the Class-War

WV Pholo

Ralph Poynter, Lynne Stewart's husband, speaking at the New York Holiday
Appeal, December 15.

Greetings
The Partisan Defense Committee held

its 28th annual Holiday Appeal events

in December to raise funds for monthly
stipends and holiday gifts to class-war

prisoners and their families. At the

December 15 event in Chicago. Sparta-

cist League .spokesman Patricia Kepler

explained how the Holiday Appeal is

an elementary act of solidarity: “We
are here today to honor those who have

been thrown behind bars, framed up.

tortured by this country’s many govern-

ments—Republican and Democrat—for

the simple reason that they stood up.

spoke up and fought against the crimes

of U.S. imperialism at home and abroad.

Their fight is our fight.” She continued:

"Although many look to the Democratic

Parly as a lesser evil, the simple fact is

that Obama has done the job that the

main body of the ruling class selected

him for: overseer for the capitalist profit

system that criminalizes young black

men and chews up working people, spit-

ting them out when their labor is no lon-

ger needed."

In Chicago, the audience heard a

recorded greeting from Alex Stuck, who
had just been released from prison. He
is one of the Tinley Park 5. a group of

anti-racist militants thrown into prison

for dispersing a meeting of fascists out-

side Chicago in May 2012. They are the

most recent additions to the stipend pro-

gram. In his greeting. Stuck stressed the

importance to prisoners of knowing that

there are people on the outside fighting

for them:

"I remember while I was locked up I

was reading a boiik. It was fiction, but it

mentioned something about this French
word called les ouhlieites. Apparently
the translation means ‘a forgetting

place.' and that's what they call their

French prisons. While I was locked up.

I ran into a lot of people who bad either

severed their ties or just didn't have any

family, and that is exactly why the prison

is a 'forgetting place'"

In his remarks at the Chicago event. SEIU
Local 73 chief steward Joe losbaker of

the Committee to Stop FBI Repression

thanked the PDC for the support he

received when he was targeted by the FBI

in a series of raids against leftist and labor

activists in 2010.

In New York City on December 15,

Ralph Poynter read greetings from his

wife, radical lawyer Lynne Stewart (see

article on page 12 about Stewart's sub-

sequent release from prison). Stewart’s

greetings conveyed the deep sense of

human solidarity that continued to drive

her under even the most inhumane con-

ditions. She wrote that with her monthly

stipend, she was able to purchase books

and. after finishing them, put them into

"circulation” for other inmates. Stewart

has also used the stipend to help other

imprisoned women without resources,

providing them with coffee, peanut but-

ter and shampoo. She noted: “I remember
back to the days when I was out there and

also understand that the people who find

themselves pul behind bars by a cunning

government with evil aforethought, are

the same as you and me. I understand that

even better now."

In her message. Stewart demanded
freedom for Mumia Abu-Jamal. a former

Black Panther Party spokesman and well-

known MOVE supporter who was framed
up for the killing of a policeman in Phila-

delphia in 1981. While Mumia was taken

off death row in 2011. he remains in

prison with no chance of parole despite

overwhelming evidence of his innocence.

The fight for Mumia's freedom has been

at the forefront of the PDC’s work since

the late 1980s.

Many of the other PDC stipend recip-

ients have been in prison for decades as

their demands for parole or release are

repeatedly denied. Hugo Pinell is the last

of the San Quentin 6 still in prison. Jaan

Laaman and Tom Manning were impris-

Prisoners
oned for their roles in the Ohio 7, a radical

group that took credit for bank “expro-

priations" and bombings against symbols

of U.S. imperialism in the late 1970s and

1980s. Ed Poindexter and Wopashitwe

Mondo Eyen we Langa, former Black

Panther supporters, were framed up as

part of the FBI’s deadly COINTELPRO
operation in which 38 Black Panther

Parly members were killed. Leonard Pel-

tier was incarcerated for his activism in

the American Indian Movement.

The PDC also sends stipends to the

remaining eight members of the MOVE
commune who were framed up on con-

spiracy and murder charges after a vicious

police assault on their home in Philadel-

phia’s Powelton Village in August 1978.

In WV No. 1034 (15 November 2013). we
reviewed the film Let the Fire Burn, a

powerful documentary on the bombing of

move’s Osage Avenue commune in May
1985. Orchestrated by black Democratic

mayor Wilson Goode along with federal

agencies, this act of racist stale terror

incinerated eleven people, including five

children, and reduced an entire city block

in the black working-class neighborhood

to ashes.

We appreciate the many letters and

greetings to the events received from

the prisoners, which are displayed at the

Holiday Appeals for attendees to read. We
print selections from the prisoners' letters

and greetings here.

* * *

Jaan Laaman
26 November 2013

When the PDC stales that, “the princi-

ple of non-sectarian class struggle defense

guides their work....’’ I can firmly tell you.

4strugglemag

this is exactly what they do. Even as a rel-

atively small organization, they are con-

sistent and determined in their solidarity

and support.

A recent Workers Vanguard article

quoted James Cannon, a leader of the

historic International Labor Defense, on
continued on page //

CORRECTION
In the article “Imperialists Put Off

Strike on Syria. For Now" {WV No.

1030, 20 September 2013) we incor-

rectly referred to Fran(,*ois Hollande

as the Socialist Parly prime minister

of France. He is in fact the president

of France; the prime minister is Jean-

Marc Ayrault.

The World We’re In

By Mumia Abu-Jamal

The following commentary dated 2J

November 2013 was read at the Hol-

iday Appeal event for class-war pris-

oners in New York City. December 15.

Who believed that the world that we
see before us would be here, like this,

when the last 2 elections were held?

OK—perhaps some of you had a

clue. But for most of us, deep down,

we believed we were on the brink

of epic change. We thought that the

social problems gnawing at the com-

munity, joblessness, the immense and

monstrous mass incarceration system,

homelessness, and the serious social

problems of schools would be—well,

at the very least, addressed.

That they are not honestly on the

agenda is shocking. Shocking.

We learned, slowly, over lime, that

the color, complexion, or ethnicity

of those in power are largely of no

import: their ideas/ideals/beliefs are.

I know that this wasn’t widely artic-

ulated; but I also know and sense that

it was felt.

The feeling of mass depression, of

betrayal in the Black community is

actually quite profound.

Oh. I don’t mean of the well-to-do.

the moneyed, or the petit-bourgeoisie,

but among the poor, the working

classes, the average folks.

They feel like they were played.

But we know that this is the very

essence of politics—this is the way
things go

—

especially in capitalist

societies.

This has been the practice since the

American Revolution—a revolution

that actually—perhaps for the first

lime in history—benefited the gentry,

the wealthy, the ruling classes. This

Revolution waged in the name of 'free-

dom.' was marked by the explosion of

the slavery system, unbridled invasions

of Indian lands west of the Appula-

esDN

chian Mountains, and the resurrection

of the new rulers—American aristo-

crats, in the place of the British.

They used their media, their priests

and their sycophants to sell their rev-

olution, while living in, and trying

to preserve one of the most unequal

societies on earth (especially for

Africans!).

This shows us the value of groups

like the PDC. They question. They

challenge. They protest the powers that

be.

We should all learn a lesson from

these recent experiences, if only to

know, deep in our bones, that for the

capitalists, ‘ch.inge’ only refers to what

you get when you try to break a dollar.

Thank you all. once again, for help-

ing my boy. Jamal.

Ona Move! Long Live John Africa!

Mumia Abu-Jamal

0201J Mumia Ahu-Jamal

10 JANUARY 2014 3



Proletarian Power Opened Road to Social Emancipation

The Russian Revolution

and the RomaIn Hungary, racist thugs firebomb

their homes and shoot at fleeing vic-

tims. In the Czech Republic. neo-Nazi

stormtroopers threaten to exterminate

them in gas chambers. In the Slovak

Republic, an off-duty cop on a mission to

"restore order” shoots and kills three of

them. In Bulgaria, racist assailants wear-

ing brass knuckles attack them. In France,

thousands last year suffered eviction under

the government led by Socialist Party

president Fran<;ois Hollande. In each case,

the victims have one thing in common:
they are alt Roma (Gypsies).

From one end of the continent to the

other. Roma are falling prey to heightened

violence and xenophobia as the countries

of the European Union (EU) reel under

the effects of the capitalist economic cri-

sis. In mid October, Greek cops seized a

four-year-old girl and arrested her par-

ents. accusing them of kidnapping on the

assumption that Gypsies could not possi-

bly have a fair-haired, blue-eyed daugh-

ter. A few days later. Irish authorities took

a page from this playbook. ripping two

light-skinned Roma children from their

parents. Encouraged by slate persecution

of the Gypsies and feeling the winds of

official racism in their sails, fascist skin-

heads in Serbia got into the act, attempt-

ing to abduct a fair-skinned Roma child.

The racist frenzy against the ostra-

cized and historically persecuted Roma,

who number 10 to 12 million in Europe,

has been drastically escalated in recent

months by governments of both the left

and the right with the aim of deflecting

workers* anger away from the capitalist

class enemy. As Trotskyists, the Inter-

national Communist League has always

opposed the EU as an imperialist trade

bloc that was established to further the

exploitation and immiseration of the

workers and the oppressed, including

Europe’s millions of immigrants, under

the domination of German as well as

French and British capital.

Although the EU*s legal framework

includes the 1985 Schengen agreement,

which supposedly guarantees the free

movement of peoples in member coun-

tries. capitalist "Fortress Europe” has

increasingly stepped up repression of

immigrants and severely gutted the right

to asylum. When Romania and Bulgaria

joined the EU in 2007. their citizens,

including many Roma, were restricted

from working in Germany. France and

Britain, While these restrictions have

now been formally lifted, a furor stoked

by Britain’s Conservative/Liberal Demo-
cratic coalition government against Roma-
nian and Bulgarian immigrants shows

that they will continue to be hounded
from one corner of Europe to the other.

As our comrades of the Ligue Trolskyste

de France explained in a leaflet issued last

October (see "French Government Crack-

down on Roma. Immigrants.” WV No.

1035. 29 November 2013):

"In a precapitalist economy, the Gypsies
occupied a marginal economic niche as

artisans, peddlers and artists. With the

development of capitalism, they were
pushed to the margins of society, endur-

ing abuses that culminated in the exter-

mination of hundreds of thousands of

Gypsies by the Nazis. The truth is that

decaying capitalism is incapable of 'inte-

grating* the Roma and all the more so in

periods of crisis.”

Europe’s Gypsy populations do not

comprise a single nation based on a cohe-

sive territory or even a common language.

Their character is similar in some ways to

the position of European Jews in feudal

society, who. playing an economic role

as merchants and money-lenders, consti-

tuted a "people-class,” as analyzed by the

Trotskyist Abram Leon. While Gypsies

were even more socially marginalized,

the two share a long record of suffering

brutal victimization and hatred.

In defending the Roma against the cap-

italist state and fascist gangs, we seek to

mobilize the working class to demand the

recognition of their languages, dialects

and culture: to champion the right of both

nomadic and sedentary Roma to equality

in education, housing and employment;

and to demand full citizenship rights for

Roma wherever they live. Ultimately, only

socialist revolution will make possible

the full, voluntary assimilation of Roma
into European society with full and equal

rights. This was the prospect offered by

the Russian October Revolution of 1917

led by the Bolshevik Parly.

The Prospect of Eniancipation

Migrations of Gypsies to what would

eventually become the territory of the

Soviet Union occurred at different times

in history. In the tenth century, a Gypsy

people known as the Liuli began to move

into an area of Central Asia that would

later be part of the tsarist empire in order

to escape Muslim assaults in their orig-

inal homeland in northern India. In the

early 15th century. Gypsies moved into

Ukraine. Later in that century, perse-

cution in Germany forced Gypsies to

migrate into Poland and Lithuania, where

Polish officials demanded that they be

expelled. Russia annexed these territories

in the 18th century.

In a 1931 work titled Tsygane Vchera i

Segodnia {Gypsies Yesterday and Today),

Alexander V. Germano, the Soviet Union’s

leading Roma writer and intellectual, out-

lined the history of the European Roma
as a bloodstained chronicle of persecu-

tion and alienation. Gypsies were burned

at the stake, hanged, massacred and
exiled. With villagers and officials rele-

gating them to living temporarily on the

outskirts, nomadism was reinforced as a

way of life. Reduced to the status of

pariahs, many Gypsies were forced

into slavery or serfdom, resulting in

cultural backwardness and political

exclusion.

In tsarist Russia, Gypsies were sub-

jected to police measures and discrim-

inatory laws. In the mid I8th century.

Empress Elizabeth issued a decree forbid-

ding Gypsies from entering the capital of

St. Petersburg and its environs. In 1783.

the Senate sought to prevent Gypsies from

moving from one landowner to another.

Subsequently, it decreed that wander-

ing Gypsies would be placed under sur-

veillance and returned to their original

districts.

Some Russian Roma were able to enjoy

relative prosperity and stability because

they belonged to Gypsy choirs, which

were popular among the nobility up until

this class was crushed by the Russian

Revolution. Nevertheless, the waning

years of the tsarist autocracy also coin-

cided with increased oppression of Roma.

For example, in 1906 the tsarist regime

and several other European governments

signed on to an agreement with Prussia

to persecute nomadic Roma populations.

Understanding that the capitalist rul-

ing classes foment racism and national-

ism to divide and weaken the workers of

different backgrounds and thus to main-

tain their hold on power, the Bolsheviks

irreconcilably opposed anti-Semitism and

all national, religious and ethnic oppres-

sion. The "Declaration of the Rights of

the Peoples of Russia.” adopted shortly

after the October Revolution, proclaimed

"the right of the peoples of Russia to free

self-determination” and "the abolition of

any and all national and national-religious

privileges and disabilities.” The declara-

tion committed the workers state to "the

free development of national minorities

and ethnographic groups inhabiting the

territory of Russia.”

Animated by the Bolshevik program

of combating national chauvinism and

uniting the workers of the world against

the capitalist-imperialist system, the early

Soviet state made a heroic effort to bring

progress, modernity and freedom to the

Roma peoples. As historian David M.
Crowe remarked in A History ofthe Gyp-
sies ofEastern Europe and Russia ( 1994):

“The 1920s saw something of a Gypsy
renaissance take root in Eastern Europe
and Russia as Roma intellectuals strug-

gled to carve out a niche for the Gypsies
in the new nations. Though their efforts

to create organizations and publish works
in Romany were admirable, they were
crippled by inexperience and lack of
financial support as well as centuries-old
prejudice and indifference. The most
remarkable, lasting gains for Roma came
in the new Soviet Russian state."

While the Roma in Soviet Russia would
go on to progress in ways unimaginable
in the capitalist world, their advances
were also circumscribed and in part

reversed under the Stalinist bureaucracy

that seized political control in 1923-24.

While the Bolsheviks under V.I. Lenin
and Leon Trotsky had upheld the equal-

ity of all nations and languages as part of
their program for world socialist revolu-

tion. Stalin’s regime would increasingly

be marked by Great Russian chauvin-
ism as it promoted the nationalist. anti-

Marxist dogma of "building socialism in

one country.” Even in 1922. it was Stalin’s

assault on the national rights of the Geor-
gians that prompted Lenin to argue for

his removal as General Secretary of the

Communist Party.

It is necessary to understand that

despite the political counterrevolution, the

Soviet Union remained a workers state.

Capitalist Europe:

State Persecution, Fascist Terror

Target Gypsies

EPA

Above: Ataka party fascists foment anti-Roma terror at October 2011 rally in

Sofia, Bulgaria. Below: Roma expelled by police from their camp near Lyon.
France, August 2012.
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Although distorted by the rule of a priv-

ileged bureaucracy and subjected to the

immense pressures of the hostile impe-
rialist powers, the collectivized, planned
economy resulted in enormous social

advances for the Soviet peoples, partic-

ularly the more benighted, as in Central

Asia. In his groundbreaking analysis of

the Soviet Union under Stalin, Trotsky

observed in The Revolution Hetraved
(1936):

"It is true that in the sphere of national
policy, as in the sphere of economy, the
Soviet bureaucracy still continues to

carry out u certain part of the progres-
sive work, although with immoderate
overhead expenses. This Is especially
true of the backward nationalities of
the Union, which must of necessity pa.ss

through a more or less prolonged period
of borrowing, imitation and assimilation

of what exists.”

The Struggle for Enlightenment

From -sedentarizaiion campaigns to the

education of Roma children in their own
language and the creation of vibrant cul-

tural institutions, the Gypsies in the years

following the Bolshevik Revolution made
truly substantial strides, Among the major

catalysts of this social transformation was

a group of Gypsy activists, whose efforts

are documented in a new book by Brook-

lyn College assistant professor Brigid

O’Keeffe, New Soviet Gypsies: Nation-

ality. Performance and Selfhood in the

Early Soviet Union (2013). The heirs of

Moscow’s prerevolutionary Romani intel-

ligentsia that originated in the Gypsy
choirs, these militant youth were ener-

gized by the revolutionary fervor in which

early Soviet Russia was steeped.
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Poster announcing 1852 Gypsy slave

auction in Wallachia, part of today's

Romania.

A prominent leader of this work was

1. 1. Rom-Lebedev. who along with his

friends organized a Communist Youth

League (Komsomol) cell for Roma in

Moscow in 1923 to promote enlighten-

ment and combat fortune telling, begging

and other practices inimical to productive

labor. With the assistance of their trade

union, the youths created a red corner

in Pelrovskii Park filled with books and

journals, aiming to transform Roma into

conscious Soviet citizens. A year later,

the Komsomol comrades participated in

the formation of an Action Committee of

Member-Founders of the Gypsy Proletar-

ian Society, which included three activists

who had served in the Red Army, three

Communist Party members and three

Komsomol members.

In July I925, the Action Committee

received approval from the People’s Com-
missariat of Internal Affairs (NKVD)
to form the All-Russian Gypsy Union

(ARGU). Within a year of its founding,

the ARGU’s influence had spread well

beyond Moscow Province, leading to

the formation of affiliates in Leningrad.

Chernigov. Vladimir and Smolensk.

Meanwhile, letters from Roma through-

out the Soviet Union began to pour in to

Moscow Romanichoir, 1910.

Moscow’s ARGU chapter, which by early

1926 claimed 330 members.

The Soviet Union’s first Gypsy collec-

tive farm was formed near Rostov in 1925

by a group of Roma who had supplied the

Red Army with horses during the Civil

War. Soon thereafter, the ARGU worked

with the People’s Commissariat of Agri-

culture and the Nationalities Department

of the All-Russian Central Executive

Committee to establish the Commission

on the Settlement of Toiling Gypsies,

aiming to encourage Roma to abandon

nomadism. Before long, Gypsies began

to settle on lands set aside by each Soviet

republic. Between 1926 and 1928. an esti-

mated 5.000 Gypsies settled on farms in

the Crimea, Ukraine and the North Cau-

casus. This was out of a total Roma popu-

lation estimated as anywhere from 61.000

to 200,000, including nomadic Roma and

others with settled lives in the cities and

their outskirts.

Despite the efforts of the state and the

militant activists, many Roma resisted

moving to state lands. In addition to being

atomized and largely illiterate, the Gypsy
masses mistrusted authority, having suf-

fered centuries of brutal oppression and

ostracism. Not unlike women Commu-
nists who donned the veil to deliver the

Bolsheviks’ message of emancipation to

the women of the Muslim East. Gypsy
Union activists went among the Roma to

win them over. A poster written in both

Russian and Romani explained Soviet

efforts to liberate the minority peoples of

the former empire from backwardness. It

declared that while the tsars had oppressed

nomads, imprisoning them in irrationality

and alienation, now nomadic tribes with

the help of Soviet power “are beginning to

settle on land, to take up agriculture. They

have their own land, their own farmstead,

woods, villages, their own schools.”

Indeed, it was in the sphere of educa-

tion that the Roma achieved some of their

most impressive gains. A 31 October 1918

decree by the People’s Commissariat of

Enlightenment (Narkompros) titled "On
National Minority Schools" had declared

that Gypsies, like all Soviet nationalities,

had a right to an education in their native

language. In January 1926. the Soviet

Union’s first Romani-language classrooms

were established in Moscow, inside exist-

ing Russian elementary schools. Students

were instructed in reading, writing, arith-

metic, drawing, crafts, music, physical

education, history and civics, and efforts

were made to establish literacy centers for

adults. Romani-language schools would

also be established on collective farms

where Roma settled.

Teachers also struggled valiantly to

teach another subject: hygiene. Both

inside and outside of the classroom. Roma
children and their parents were taught

the importance of washing, brushing

their teeth and combing their hair. The
Moscow Department of Education was

alarmed at the high rate of malnutrition

and illnesses such as anemia, tuberculosis

and typhoid fever among Roma children.

But neglect of basic hygiene was by no

means confined to the Roma: it reflected

the generalized material want and igno-

rance that pervaded early Soviet Russia,

an overwhelmingly agrarian society that

had inherited centuries of backwardness.

Lacking Romani-speaking teachers

or even a Romani alphabet, pupils were

initially taught in Russian. To surmount

such hurdles, Gypsy Union activists,

together with a linguist at Moscow State

University, spearheaded a drive to create a

Romani alphabet and standardize the lan-

guage. A May 1927 Narkompros decree

directed that the new alphabet be based on

Cyrillic script with a few modifications,

a break from the earlier Soviet practice

of developing new alphabets, such as for

Turkmen, based on Latin script.

Before long, the first Romani-language

textbooks were published. A magazine in

Romani. Romany Zoria (Gypsy Dawn),

debuted in November 1927, followed by

Nevo Drom {New Road), a reading primer

intended for use by adults. The . first

Romani grammar book for use in Gypsy

classrooms. Tsy^anskii lazyk (The Gypsy

Languafie). appeared in 1931, while a

lO.OOO-word Romani-Russian dictionary

was published in the late 1930s. O'Keeffe

asserts: "Although nearly all of the early

Soviet Romani educational initiatives

were terminated by the eve of World War
II. many Romani students had already

emerged from the practical and political

education that they received in the late

1920s and 1930s as literate, integrated

Soviet citizens."

Paralleling the fight for Roma education

was the struggle to assimilate Gypsies into

the working class, resulting in the estab-

lishment of several industrial artels (coop-

eratives) in Moscow. By 1931. there were

28 Roma artels in the capital employing

1,350 workers. Crucially, two of the ear-

liest and most successful. Tsygkhimprom

(Gypsy Chemical Manufacturing) and

Tsygpishcheprom (Gypsy Food Produc-

tion). did not exclusively employ Roma.

At Tsygpishcheprom. Gypsies labored

alongside workers of at least eleven other

nationalities.

Despite the modest progress, the Council

of People’s Commissars and other leading

Soviet bodies had grown skeptical of the

Gypsy Union. In March 1927. the Moscow

Control Commission's Workers’ and Pea,s-

ants’ Inspectorate conducted a surprise

inspection of the ARGU. concluding that

its leadership was top-heavy with profi-

teers. stage performers and white-collar

workers and that its membership consisted

heavily of speculators on the horse mar-

ket and other non-proletarian elements. In

response. Gypsy Union leaders protested

that their work had been hampered by

skeptical, intolerant and mistrustful .state

officials.

When the ARGU was disbanded in

February 1928, the NKVD declared that

it had failed to adopt concrete measures

to combat “fortune telling, begging, gam-

bling. drunkenness, and other particular-

ities of the Gypsy population.” Besides

the fact that such social ills were hardly

“Gypsy particularities." eradicating them

would require years of struggle in the best

material circumstances, not to mention in

the backward conditions then prevailing

in Soviet Russia. Despite the ARGU’s dis-

solution, its members would go on to play

a prominent role in Soviet life, contribut-

ing to the Roma cultural awakening of the

late 1920s and early ’30s.

Roma Rights Rolled Back

The Roma would not be spared the

massive social dislocations that accom-

panied the First Five Year Plan and the

campaign to forcibly collectivize agri-

culture launched in the late 1920s. While

Trotsky and the Left Opposition had been

fighting for planned industrialization and

voluntary agricultural collectivization to

strengthen the USSR’s socialized econ-

omy, the regime of Stalin and Nikolai

Bukharin encouraged the kulaks (rich

peasants) to enrich themselves. By 1928.

the kulaks’ growing self-consciousness

had become a dagger pointed at the work-

ers state, as seen in their blockade t>f grain

to the cities, posing the threat of famine.

The bureaucracy then abruptly turned

against the kulaks. Having laid none of

the technical or economic foundations,

with Stalin’s characteristic brutality the

Soviet state moved to collectivize the

peasants and initiate an adventurous rate

of industrialization. This turn foreclosed

the immediate threat of capitalist resto-

ration in the USSR.
In the midst of the ensuing chaos,

thousands of Roma fled to the already

overcrowded urban centers. Among them
were many Vlax Roma, a people that had

immigrated to Russia in the late 19th and

early 20th centuries from Romania and

the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Unlike the

relatively established Russka Roma, the

Vlax Roma often spoke no Russian. Now.
with no other choice but to squat in tent

cities on the edge of Moscow, they were

deemed “foreigners" by the authorities.

continued on page 6
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Left: Romany Zorla (Gypsy Dawn),
first magazine in Romani language,
published in Soviet Union in November
1927. Below: Lenin chairing October
1918 meeting of Council of People’s
Commissars.

Roma...
(continuedfrom page 5)

From 28 June lo 9 July 1933, the secret

police rounded up 1,008 Romani fam-

ilies in Moscow—5,470 people in all

—

and deported them to West Siberian labor

colonies.

Such deportations coincided with

attacks on the right of the Roma to

be educated in their own language. In

1932, the first teacher-training courses

for Roma had commenced in Moscow’s

Central Institute for the Advancement
of Qualified Education Cadres (TslPK-

KNO). Eight months later. 15 Romani
students graduated and awaited placement

in schools throughout the vast stretches

of the Soviet Union. Before long, how-
ever. some of the students began to com-
plain of employment discrimination. In

response. TsIPKKNO terminated the pro-

gram. Other instances of discrimination

and protest by Roma students followed.

Finally. In January 1938 the regime issued

a decree. “On the Liquidation of National

Schools and National Departments Within

Schools." that led to the end of instruction

in Romani. The decree also spelled the

closure of schooling in Assyrian, Esto-

nian. Finnish. Polish, Chinese and several

other languages.

By this time, the bureaucracy was
increasingly exhibiting the nationalism

inherent in its doctrine of "socialism in

one country.” After the Nazis rose to

power in Germany, posing an imminent
danger to the Soviet Union, in 1935 the

Stalinists adopted the policy of the Peo-

ple’s Front, directing Communist parties

to politically support and sometimes even

join "progressive” capitalist governments

that were supposedly friendly to the

USSR. The Stalinists' explicit renuncia-

tion of the need for workers revolutions

abroad to spread proletarian rule to the

economically advanced capitalist coun-
tries went hand in hand with their embrace
at home of the putrid nationalism that the

Bolshevik Revolution had rejected from
its first breath.

Appeasement of imperialism served

only lo weaken the workers stale in the

face of its class enemies. When Germany
invaded the Soviet Union in June 1941.

the very existence of the workers state

was in question. While Trotskyists opposed
all the imperialist powers in the war, they

called on the Soviet proletariat and the

workers of the world to fight in defense

of the Soviet Union in its hour of dan-
ger. Meanwhile, the Stalinist regime
dubbed the USSR’s military struggle the

Great Patriotic War in a bow to Russian

nationalism.

An estimated 30,000 lo 35.000 Soviet

Gypsies were slaughtered by the Nazi
invaders during the Porajmos (the Gypsy
Holocaust). Soviet Roma played their part

in combating and eventually defeating the

fascist scourge. The Theatre Romen, the

world’s first professional Roma theater,

staged performances for the Red Army,
while .some of its troupe members became
soldiers. Roma were also part of Soviet

partisan units in Belorussia and Ukraine,
prompting the chiefs of the German army
field police to demand the ruthless execu-
tion of Gypsy bands suspected of being
partisan supporters.

Notwithstanding bureaucratic rule.

Soviet Rorna achieved a high level of
assimilation and cultural development in

the years following the war. David Crowe

cites Gypsy scholar Lajko Cherenkov’s

observation in the early 1970s:

"It is rare lo meet a Rom in the USSR
to-day who cannot read and write, while
before the war among certain groups,
for instance those in Bessarabia, nobody
could. Most of the young generation
to-day arc finishing eighth or tenth class,

and one cannot distinguish in towns
between Rom and other nationalities in

this respect.”

East European Roma
Under Stalinism: Integration
at the Bottom

The victory of the Soviet Union over

Nazi Germany laid the basis for the

overturn of capitalist property relations

in East Europe and East Germany. By
1948. deformed workers states modeled
economically and politically on Stalin’s

Soviet Union had been created through
the agency of Soviet forces and the domes-
tic Communist parties. Exceptionally, the

Yugoslav deformed workers state issued

out of the victory of Marshal Tito’s parti-

sans. The destruction of capitalist rule in

these states brought significant gains for

the Roma populations. But their treatment

at the hands of the ruling bureaucracies

was uneven and contradictory, varying

from country to country.

Before the Communist Party of Czecho-
slovakia (KSC) assumed power in Febru-

ary 1948. that country’s government min-
isters had called for harsh and restrictive

measures against the Gypsies. The KSC.
in contrast, staled that its ultimate goal

was to integrate the Roma with the rest

of the population and raise their eco-

nomic. social and cultural level to that of

the Slavs. But while the new Communist
regime correctly blamed previous capi-

talist governments for reinforcing the low
social and economic status of the Roma,
it initially took only hailing steps to

improve their lot and integrate them into

the workforce and the broader society. In

1958, the government enacted a law pun-
ishing nomads with deprivation of liberty

for six months to three years while also

condemning racist bigotry against Roma.
While a struggle against nomadism was

necessary, the KSC bureaucracy, like its

Moscow brethren, implemented it through

bureaucratic fiat as opposed to advocating

voluntary assimilation. This fact should

not blind anyone to the substantial gains

for the Roma. Recognizing that some
67 percent of Slovakia’s Gypsy popula-

tion of 153,000 lived in settlements that

were unfit for humans, the KSC regime
in 1965 initiated a program lo demolish
the substandard housing, resettle Roma in

the more prosperous Czech lands and pro-

vide them with subsidies and loans to buy-

new homes. The resettlement policy con-
tinued throughout the 1970s, resulting in

a dramatic improvement in Roma living

conditions. By 1980. more than 70 percent

of Roma lived in apartments, while the

proportion of people living in unfit hous-

ing had dropped to 49 percent from 80

percent a decade earlier.

Progress was also made in the area of

education. From 1971 to 1980, the per-

centage of Roma children who finished

public school rose from 16.6 to 25.6.

while the number of those attending col-

leges and universities increased from 39

to 191. In the same period, adult literacy

rates jumped to 90 percent. Meanwhile,

by the early 1980s. over four-fifths of the

Roma were working in industry.

But such gains came with a price. The

resettlement program was inadequately

funded and it also fostered growing

resentment toward the Roma arrivals

in the Czech lands. Then in 1972, the

government of Gustav Husak inflamed

racist sentiments by passing a decree

encouraging Roma women to be ster-

ilized. The pretext for this cynical and

outrageous campaign was the suppos-

edly "unhealthy" size of the Roma pop-

ulation. Although constituting one of the

largest Roma cohorts in East Europe, the

Czechoslovak Gypsies accounted for less

than 2 percent of the country's population

by 1980.

More backward and destitute than rela-

tively industrialized Czechoslovakia, and

with only a minuscule prewar Communist
Party, overwhelmingly rural Romania was

far less hospitable to its Roma citizens.

As early as the 12th century. Gypsies

began to arrive in what would become the

Danubian principalities of Wallachia and

Moldavia, regions that would eventually

form part of modern Romania. By the late

14ih century, Gypsy families had become
enslaved to local monasteries, inaugurat-

ing a centuries-long descent into slavery

that would come to an end only in 1864.

Although life improved after emancipa-

tion, the Roma remained impoverished

pariahs, oppressed by boyar landowners
and resented by hard-pressed peasants.

The Roma also fell victim to government
indifference and outright racist terror. In

1941. the dictator Ion Anlonescu called
for the elimination of national minorities.
An ally of Nazi Germany during WWII.
he oversaw the slaughter of tens of thou-
sands of Gypsies, many of them victims
ot the fascist Iron Guard.

Romania under .Stalinist leader Gheorghe
Gheorghiu-Dej pledged to respect the
educational, linguistic and cultural rights

of the country’s nationalities. However,
education remained elusive for large
swaths of the Gypsy population, despite
their increasing urbanization. While some
43 percent of Roma over the age of eight
were enrolled in primary schools in 1956.
sch(H)ling beyond that level was negligi-
ble. By 1966. only one Romanian Gypsy
attended a university!

In the I950sand 60s.iheGheorghiu-Dej
regime look some measures to address the
high illiteracy rale among Gypsies. A 1983
study under the Nicolae Ceausescu gov-
ernment went further, defining goals for
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redressing the many problems besetting

the Gypsy population, from illiteracy, bad

housing, unemployment and crime to lack

of hygiene, high rales of infant mortality

and the prevalence of venereal disease,

typhoid fever and tuberculosis. A special

law emphasized the need to find jobs for

Roma In construction and agriculture and

mandated that public officials help them

build homes. But under the demented

Ceausescu. whose independence from the

Kremlin won hint the plaudits of the U.S.

and other imperialist powers, the regime

robbed the state of the resources neces-

sary for housing, educating and caring for

the Roma by spending billions to pay off

the country’s debt to foreign bankers.

As Romania's working people faced

increasing impoverishment, the Stalin-

ists wallowed in Romanian nationalism,

with particularly dire consequences for

the Roma and the Hungarian minority. In

1966, the government enacted a decree

banning abortions for women under

45 who had not yet produced four chil-

dren, a special blow to the poorest and

largest families. In 1989. it was revealed

that because of this vile policy, orphan-

ages were overflowing with more than

100.000 children, disproportionately

Roma. Ceausescu’s regime also carried

out forced resettlements. While mainly

targeting the Hungarian population, this

policy led to the destruction of entire

Gypsy neighborhoods, forcibly resettling

their inhabitants in large apartment build-

ings frequently located in urban ghettos.

As the Hungarian Roma expert Istv^n

Kem^ny remarked, the Roma had been

integrated in a certain sense by the early

1970s. but "at the very bottom of the social

hierarchy” (cited in Crowe, A History of

the Gypsies of Eastern Europe and Rus-

sia). To one degree or another, this state-

ment aptly describes the position of Roma
throughout the degenerated and deformed

workers states.

Counterrevolution: Catastrophe
for Workers, Minorities

The Stalinist regimes' sporadic and con-

tradictory efforts to assimilate the Roma
and foster a climate of full equality ran

aground amid material shortages and eco-

nomic dislocations. These maladies them-

selves stemmed from the relatively low

productivity of the bureaucratically ruled

workers states and their hostile encircle-

ment by the economically more powerful

imperialist countries. When the terminal

crisis of Stalinism in East and Central

Europe struck in 1989-92. the Interna-

tional Communist League fought, to the

best of our ability and resources, to forge

the revolutionary parties needed to win

the battle against capitalist counterrevolu-

tion and for proletarian political revolution

against the disintegrating bureaucracies.

However, the workers, whose conscious-

ness had been poisoned by decades of

Stalinist misrule, failed to act decisively

against counterrevolution, leading to the

overthrow of those workers states.

During our interventions into the

events in East Germany and the Soviet

Union, we warned repeatedly that capi-

talist restoration would revive all the old

crap of social reaction against women.
Jews, immigrants, ethnic minorities and

oppressed nationalities. In 1990, skin-

head fascists began to target Gypsies

and Vietnamese immigrant workers in

Czechoslovakia. In Romania following

the overthrow and execution of Ceausescu

in December 1989. anti-Gypsy pogroms

.became the order of the day. With the

government and the media in the fore-

front. Romania’s Roma were labeled “a

social sore" and "the dregs of society,”

echoing Hitler's ravings against the Jews.

Bereft of a revolutionary leadership,

many workers were susceptible to such

poison. In "East Europe: Reaction and

Resistance" {WV No. 50.5. 29 June 1990).

we reported a mass mobilization of Roma-
nian miners that put down counterrevolu-

tionaries in Bucharest, after which some
miners infected by venomous racism went

on to attack Gypsy quarters.

From the Balkans to the Baltics and

in Russia itself, the nationalist torrent

that helped destroy the workers states

Belgrade. Serbia: Gypsy mother of 14-year-old boy killed by Serbian skin-

heads marches during November 1997 protest joined by Jewish community.

reached a bloody apex in the aftermath of

that defeat. Everywhere, the Roma were

hounded, attacked and forced to flee for

their lives. As Isabel Fonseca noted in

her 1995 book. Bury Me Standing: The

Gypsies and Their Journey. "The most

dramatic change for Central and East

European Gypsies since the revolutions

of 1989 has been the sharp escalation

of hatred and violence directed at them.

There have been more than thirty-five

serious attacks on settlements in Roma-

nia alone, mainly in remote rural areas,

and mostly in the form of burnings and

beatings." Not surprisingly, several Roma
who spoke to Fonseca in the town of Con-

stanta in 1991 looked back favorably on

life under Ceausescu.

The wave of violence, combined with

intense Roma poverty, forced tens of thou-

sands to flee to Germany. Once there, the

desperate Roma were set upon by howling

neo-Nazi gangs, who burned down their

hostels as police watched. The govern-

ment of reunited capitalist Germany went

on to sign an agreement with Romania in

September 1992 to deport Romanians—
primarily Roma—back to their homeland.

In an article in Women and Revolution

No. 38 (Winter 1990-91) titled "Fourth

Reich Racism Targets Immigrants—Stop

Persecution of Gypsies!” we sounded the

alarm that the Roma “are fleeing Eastern

Europe in fear of their lives.” The article

went on;

“They are the No. 1 victims of the tor-

rent of all-sided murderous racism

engulfing Eastern Europe with the col-

lapse of the Stalinist regimes and the

plunge into an uncontrolled market

economy. Bourgeois ideologues hail the

'death of Communism.* but with the

return of capitalist exploitation has come
the resurrection of all the nationalist.

anti-Semitic. anti-Communist murderous

scum which dominated the region before

the victory of the Red Army in 1945.”

For the Socialist United States
of Europe!

The ICL fought to the last to defend the

gains of the October Revolution against cap-

italist restoration. In contrast, virtually all

of our leftist opponents fell over themselves

to support the forces of counterrevolution

in the name of "democracy.” "freedom"

or "national independence." Today, some

of these groups complain that the Roma
are mistreated in post-counterrevolution

Europe. A case in point is Sozialistische

Alternative (SAV), German section of

Peter Taaffe's Committee for a Workers’

International (CWI). to which Socialist

Alternative in the U.S. belongs. In the

second part of an article on the Roma in

sozialismus.info (4 February 2013), SAV
writes about the period following capital-

ist restoration in East Europe:

"Ftir the most part. Roma were the first

to he laid off because they were gener-

ally more poorly educated and had u

lower level of education. Mo^l Roma
received nothing from the blessings of
capitalism and were therefore among the

first and biggest losers of the transforma-

tion. Out of need, many thus increasingly

turned again to their family structures.

That there are Roma who have to collect

garbage or engage in crime to maintain

themselves is not their fault. No. it is the

fault of the capitalist economic system,

which proves incapable of guaranteeing

them a suitable standard of living.”

One would never know from these lofty

truisms that the CWI's Russian affiliate

stood on Boris Yeltsin’s barricades in 1991

as this U.S.-backed counterrevolutionary

led the final assault on the workers state

that had issued out of the October Revo-

lution. Or that the CWI's sections have

helped fan the flames of racist bigotry on

their home turf. In 2009, the British Taaf-

feites played a prominent role in a reac-

tionary construction workers strike at the

Lindsey oil refinery against the hiring of

workers from elsewhere in the EU. Cap-

tured in the slogan "British jobs for Brit-

ish workers.” which was wielded during

the strike, this poison is now being dished

out especially at Bulgarian and Romanian

immigrants, including many Roma.

As the Spartacist League/Britain reports

in “EU Austerity Fuels Racism: Irish State

Abductions of Roma Children” {Workers

Hammer No. 225. Winter 2013-2014). pre-

vious restrictions on the types ofjobs that

Bulgarian and Romanian citizens could

take in Britain, where as EU citizens

they could visit visa-free, expired as of

January 1. As this deadline approached,

the Tory-led government rammed through

a host of measures restricting the rights

of Bulgarians and Romanians to claim

unemployment and housing benefits. The

Labour Party, which had authored the job

restrictions, responded that these racist

measures came too late!

The rulers of EU heavyweights Ger-

many and France, together with those of

dependent countries like Greece that are

chafing under the imperialist bankers’

dictates, use the Roma and other des-

perate immigrants as scapegoats for the

mass unemployment, austerity, poverty

and other 'ills generated by the capital-

ist system itself. Only the overthrow of

capitalist rule through workers revolution

can rid the continent of these evils, paving

the way for a Socialist United States of

Europe in which all peoples will have a

free and equal place.

To achieve this goal, the ICL fights to

build revolutionary internationalist work-

ers parlies whose mission is to instill in

the proletariat the consciousness that it is

the historic gravedigger of the capitalist

system. As Lenin wrote in What Js To

Be Done? (1902). revolutionary socialists

must act as "the tribune of the people,...

able to react to every manifestation of tyr-

anny and oppression, no matter where it

appears, no matter what stratum or class

of the people it affects:...able to general-

ize all these manifestations and produce

a single picture of police violence and

capitalist exploitation. . .in order to clarify

for all and everyone the world-historic

significance of the struggle for the eman-

cipation of the proletariat.” As vicious

state repression and pogromist attacks

sweep Europe, defense of the Roma and

all immigrants is a key immediate task of

the workers movement.*
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Left: Edward
Snowden in Russia,

October 2013. Right:

Journalist and
filmmaker Laura
Poitras, shown at

2011 Sundance
Film Festival,

has crucially

assisted Snowden,
continuing years
of documenting
U.S. spy agencies'
dirty work.

NSA...
(continuedfrom page 0
spokesman Alison Spencer held in Octo-

ber and November in New York City.

Paris and London. The following article

is based on those talks.

* * *

When the New York Spartacist League

asked me to give this talk, it looked like the

U.S. government was going to slam mis-

siles into Syria at any moment, continuing

the terror and destruction for which it is

known worldwide. A funny thing hap-

pened to Obama on the road to Damas-

cus—certainly not a conversion, but a

collision with an unexpected obstacle.

A war-weary population that had

elected Obama as an ostensible peace

candidate was not supportive of attack-

ing Syria. The ruling class was divided,

with a majority of Congress undecided or

opposed, and even Washington’s British

poodle had slipped the leash and refused

to heel. The so-called socialist gov-

ernment of France, the former colonial

overlord of Syria, was unique among the

European powers in calling for support to

planned U.S. airstrikes. Capitalist Russia

was, of course, a significant obstacle, and

Putin was able to forestall U.S. airstrikes

in exchange for UN weapons inspectors

stripping Syria of chemical and other

weapons. This part of the story is not

over, and we recall the UN’s role in set-

ting Iraq up for the U.S. imperialist kill.

We oppose both sides in the conflict

in Syria: the butcher Assad as well as the

motley opposition, which is a patchwork

of Islamist and secular forces backed by

other states in the region. The overriding

threat to working people in the region

and around the world would be the direct

intervention by U.S. imperialism. That is

why we say; U.S. get your bloody hands

off the world! If the U.S. goes in. we will

seek to win workers and antiwar youth

to defend Syria, primarily through class

struggle and political agitation at home.

We vigorously oppose the starvation sanc-

tions the U.S. has implemented against

Syria and Iran.

The focus of this talk is the domestic

developments, their history and what can

be done to advance opposition to U.S. ter-

ror abroad and repression at home. The
discontent over bombing Syria is a small,

notable crack in the domestic political

consensus that has allowed U.S. imperi-

alism to ride roughshod all over the world

since the “war on terror" was launched in

the aftermath of the September 11, 2001

attacks on the Pentagon and World Trade

Center. Private Manning, who revealed

the mundane and sensational workings

of U.S. imperialism in Iraq. Afghanistan

and worldwide and is now languishing

in Leavenworth prison, deserves some
thanks for this development. Edward
Snowden, who revealed the vast surveil-

lance state run by the National Security

Agency (NSA) and is now living in Rus-

sia, deserves some thanks for this. And
Julian Assange, whose independent news
organization, WikiLeaks, published the

bombshells released by Manning, and
who is still sheltered from U.S. prosecu-

tion in the Ecuadorian Embassy in Lon-
don. deserves some thanks for this. too.

Their revelations lifted the hem on

the cloak of democracy and revealed the

normal murderous and repressive work-

ings of the American government. The
beginning of wisdom for people trou-

bled by the revelations of what the U.S.

is doing at home and abroad is to under-

stand that it is not our government. It is

the government representing the interests

of the capitalist ruling class. The govern-

ment pretends to be neutral and to rule

on behalf of “equality of all citizens."

But the American capitalist stale, what-

ever form its government may lake and no
matter which of the two major capitalist

parties (Democrat or Republican) rules, is

a machine for the repression of one class

by another. As the leader of the Russian

workers revolution. V. I. Lenin, wrote:

"Democracy...serves the bourgeoisie as

a screen to conceal their domination and

as a means of deceiving the people.. .in

practice ‘democracy’ sometimes stands

for the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie,

sometimes for the impotent reformism of

the petty bourgeoisie who submit to that

dictatorship’’ (The Proletarian Revolution

and the Renegade Kautsky, 1918).

There is a thick fog of “impotent

reformism” obscuring clear vision of the

significance of the information leaked by

Manning and Snowden. The prevailing

view among liberals and reformists is

that Obama’s war on whistle-blowers has

gone too far. that it mars the image of U.S.

"democracy" worldwide, makes a mock-

ery of the “war on terror” and makes life

uncomfortable. But fundamentally, these

social democrats and liberals want their

civil liberties and their witchhunts, too,

because they share the Obama adminis-

tration’s aim of defending the interests of

American imperialism.

The liberals’ class allegiance blinds

them to the simple fact that the spy agen-

cies’ central purpose is to do the dirty

work that goes on behind the scenes of the

“normal” administrative mechanisms of

bourgeois democracy—the surveillance,

burglaries, black-bag jobs, infiltration and

tricks by agents provocateurs, extraordi-

nary renditions, torture and murder. A
whole system of class exploitation—and

in this country racial oppression—that

is maintained through state repression is

not going to come crashing down or be

fundamentally reformed by blowing whis-

tles or through Congressional cosmetic

reforms behind which the state continues

its murderous work. Nothing less than

victorious socialist revolution can abolish

capitalism’s secret police and their deadly

“dirty tricks.”

Manning’s Prosecution and
Freedom of the Press

1 was present in the military court-

room throughout the first week of the

court-martial of Private Manning, then

known as Bradley Manning, and cov-

ered the trial for Workers Vanguard [see

WV Nos. 1026 and 1028, 14 June and
9 August 20131. An army intelligence

analyst in Iraq, Manning had access to

the records of the U.S. wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan and diplomatic cables. Every

helicopter flight, every drone dispatched,

every combat exchange, every encounter

with civilians and prisoners is recorded

in "significant activity" reports. These
"vSigActs" in Army-talk are the war logs

of U.S. military atrocities—the documen-

tary evidence of the frame-ups of civil-

ian dissidents as “terrorists,” the abuse of

prisoners and the subjugation of the peo-

ples of Iraq and Afghanistan under U.S.

military occupations.

Most infamous was the video dis-

covered by Manning of a U.S. Apache

helicopter gunship firing on unarmed
civilians, killing several, including two

Reuters journalists. The diplomatic cables

Manning released revealed the workings

of U.S. imperialism, from the most routine

capitalist exploitation to the most grisly

terror and bizarre plots: how the United

States blocked raising the minimum wage

in Haiti, the poorest nation in the West-

ern hemisphere; how the FBI trained tor-

turers for the Mubarak regime in Egypt;

how Hillary Clinton authorized the theft

of the UN Secretary-General’s DNA

—

seriously! When it comes to depravity,

do not underestimate the creativity of the

American ruling class.

Manning was naive and enlisted with

the U.S. Army becau.se he believed the

patriotic lies about keeping the world safe

for democracy. When he saw what the

U.S. was actually doing, he gathered irre-

futable evidence and tried to give it to the

"respectable" press. Manning’s intent was
to put the government under public scru-

tiny and spark public debate to change U.S.

policy. But the utterly craven New York

Times and Washington Post found these

cables and war logs too hot to handle, so

Manning submitted the trove of documents

to WikiLeaks. Betrayed by Adrian Lamo.
who finked to the Feds, Manning was
arrested and held in pretrial detention for

more than three years in conditions even

the UN's own special rapporteur on tor-

ture called cruel and inhuman punishment;

solitary confinement, stripped naked,

taunted, put on suicide watch (that’s where
they drive you to the brink of suicide and
watch). Manning was then sentenced in a

court-martial to 35 years.

Manning was charged with "aiding

the enemy," an offense that can carry the

death penalty. The prosecution argued that

by communicating with you. the public,

via WikiLeaks. Manning released infor-

mation that could have been read by “ene-
mies" of the U.S. Although the military

judge ruled that the prosecution did not
prove this charge, the precedent was set

that publishing could be a serious crim-
inal offense because anyone, including
declared or undeclared present or future

enemies, might benefit directly or indi-

rectly from Information published in any

newspaper. Although “aiding the enemy"

is a charge under the Uniform Code of

Military Justice, it can apply to any per-

son. Meanwhile, who is the enemy? The

Pentagon insists that it’s a secret—as if

the people being bombed in Afghanistan,

targeted by drones in Pakistan or tortured

by U.S. soldiers in Iraq don’t already know

the U.S. is waging war against them.

The “war on terror” was launched as a

rationale for the occupations of Afghani-

stan and Iraq and in order to escalate gov-

ernment secrecy and repression at home.

“Terrorism" and “national security” are

trump cards to override all democratic

rights, civil liberties and proletarian

rights—gains wrested through labor and

social struggles. There are no declared

battlefields in the “war on terror.” but they

are everywhere, including the cellphone

in your pocket. This is not a war in any

traditional sense but a pretext to prom-

ulgate unfettered terror and destruction

abroad in pursuit of profit, in pursuit of

oil. in pursuit of U.S. global domination

over its imperialist rivals.

The U.S. government has created its

own security nightmare for the ruling

class through the metastatic spread of its

security apparatus in the wake of 9/11.

Almost everyone is spied on now without

even the pretext of suspicion of crimi-

nality. The government has "back doors"

to grab your telecommunications, your

banking and medical records, your pho-

tos, your email, your texts. It takes vast

armies of employees with digital trowels

to move the crap around the Augean sta-

bles of classified intelligence created by

the government. How much information

is classified? That’s a secret. How many
security clearances? That’s secret. Why
was .surveillance authorized, when and
by whom? That's secret, too.

Manning’s prosecution Is a watershed

case for so-called freedom of the press.

I can tell you from being in the court-

room that Julian Assange and WikiLeaks
were effectively the co-accused in this

show trial, named so often by the pros-

ecution that you expected Assange to

be sitting at the defense table. But the

prosecution’s ultimate target is you. The
government goes after the truth-tellers

and the few journalists with the guts to

publish because they want to restrict what
you read, the better to seek to bind you
to the ignorant belief in American bour-
geois democracy as a force for good in

the world.

Targeting Labor, Blacks,
the Left

After conviction and sentencing at

the trial, which was held at Fort Meade,
where the NSA is headquartered. Brad-
ley Manning announced that she wants to

live as a woman and be called Chelsea.
She is now undergoing undoubtedly grue-
some psychological testing and a period
the prison authorities call indoctrination
in the all-male military wing of Leaven-
worth prison, where she has requested
hormone treatments. Lurid and scurri-

lous attacks in the press can’t bury her
under a mt)untain of lies. She has a mind
as strong as a steel trap and did what she
did out ol an unusual moral courage and
sense ol history, She told the government
informant who betrayed her that she was
going to release the evidence of the hor-

Corbis

September 2013: Demonstrators in Stockholm salute Chelsea Manning, sen-
tenced to 35 years in prison for revealing the workings of U.S. imperialism
abroad.
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ribie things the U.S. was doing because
“! feel, for some bizarre reason, it might

actually change something."

It did. It motivated u young man named
Edward Snowden to come forward and

reveal that everyone's telecommunications

are vacuumed up by the NSA’s PRISM
Internet surveillance program. The gov-

ernment's most secret spy agency ("No

Such Agency") does this in cahoots with

the titans of the big telecommunications

businesses: Microsoft, Google, YouT\jbe,

Facebook, Yahoo. Skype. Apple. Further

leaks by Snowden showed the NSA’s

sophisticated "social media” software to

link people. It is the digital equivalent

of the McCarthyite House Un-American

Activities Committee (HUAC) gone high-

tech and global. Only now the govern-

ment doesn't need a crude bully like Sen-

ator Joe McCarthy to terrorize people in

courtrooms to name names and answer

“are you now or have you ever been,..?"

They simply grab the names of everyone

you associate with and what you do and

when you do it through pervasive spying.

How does this work? Let’s say that New
York City transit workers organize for a

strike. A union leader calls the stewards,

they call their co-workers, maybe their

supporters in a Spartacus Youth Club

strike support committee, a press contact

or two. and of course everyone calls Gene,

labor coordinator for the Partisan Defense

Committee. All this "metadata"—who
you call, when you call, who else they call,

where they are located—becomes a huge

trove of information for the government

to keep for a crackdown in the future.

whenever it becomes convenient for them

to label action taken by working people

a "conspiracy" that "threatens national

security.”

It's not hypothetical. Look at what hap-

pened on the West Coast to the ILWU
longshore union, which was an early tar-

get of the Bush administration's campaign

for "national unity” against "terrorism.”

In the 2002 ILWU contract negotia-

tions, the Homeland Security chief told

the union president that a strike would

“threaten national security." Bush threat-

ened to bring in federal troops and Navy
scabs in the event of a strike, This is a

living illustration of a crucial point: the

so-called "war on terror" is ultimately a

war on the labor movement, black people

and all the exploited and oppressed.

We know the latest news about perva-

sive government spying because Edward
Snowden contacted a brave and techni-

cally savvy journalist and filmmaker.

Laura Poitras. She has been uncovering

and writing about U.S. surveillance for

many years. The government put her on

a "watch list” six years ago. a list that is

now estimated to have about u million

names. Every time she flew in or out

of the country, the government would
harass her. seize her notes and electron-

ics. She has written to Congressmen and

filed Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
requests to find out why she was put on a

watch list and. surprise, has not received

the courtesy of a reply. In an interview

with the New York Times, she asked;

"When did that universe begin, that peo-

ple are pul on a list and are never told and

are stopped for six years?”

Now. her question troubled me because

she’s a bright and capable woman but evi-

dently has no sense of history. "When did

that universe begin?” I thought. "Didn't

your mother ever tell you that everyone

who fights the government is on a list?

Did you never hear of Joseph McCarthy?
About Julius and Ethel Rosenberg?" That

someone so bright and capable could be

shocked to be on a list shows the impact

of amnesia and oblivion as deliberate gov-

ernment policy. The history of labor and

class struggles, the histories of our heroes

and martyrs, is deliberately wiped out in

order to perpetuate injustices today.

So my answer to Laura Poitras is that

this "universe.” where one is pul on a list

and not told why. began with the origins

of private property and the state, with the

advent of a ruling class that exists off the

exploitation and subjugation of others.

The pervasive historical ignorance today

is a product of the post-Soviet period we

live in. The imperialist victors write the

history and consciously endeavor to wipe

collective memories clear of the dearly

acquired lessons of past social and class

struggles. Every fighter for social change

in this country has been on a list. And in

this capitalist country founded on black

chattel slavery, a special place is reserved

on government watch lists for fighters for

racial equality, from Denmark Vesey and

John Brown to Marlin Luther King Jr..

Malcolm X, and Mumiu Abu-Jamal. Reds

in particular upset the order of this coun-

try—capital on top of labor and white

on top of black—by Fighting to unite the

working class through integrated class

struggle.

The Espionage Act and the War
Against Bolshevism

Manning was prosecuted under the

1917 Espionage Act. Manning was
nobody’s spy. In fact, the Espionage Act

has always been used to criminalize dis-

sent and repress labor and leftist oppo-

sition to the United States government

The first trial ended in a hung jury,

so the Feds tried them again. Right out-

side the courtroom, a band played “The
Star-Spangled Banner” as war hawks sold

Liberty Bonds. By this time, some of the

defendants had succumbed to the strong

current of patriotic opinion in WWI. The

Masses' business manager, Merrill Rog-

ers. had become pro-war and was so eager

to show that during the second trial that

he jumped to his feet to salute the flag

in the courtroom each time the band out-

side played the national anthem, After

the fourth disruption, the judge banned

jumping up to salute the flag in his court-

room—this in a trial for sedition.

Although the government lost the court

case against The Masses, it succeeded in

destroying the radical newspaper by pull-

ing its mailing permit. When the Septem-

ber issue went to press, the Post Office

refused to mail it on the grounds that the

magazine had skipped an issue—that is.

the August issue the Feds had seized! As
John Reed wrote in the September issue,

in an article ironically titled “One Solid

conducted hearings on hundreds of organ-

izations. newspapers and trade unions

with alleged Communist ties. This is what

some historians have called "the little Red

Scare"—^just a dress rehearsal for the later

McCarthy hearings. Under Roosevelt. J.

Edgar Hoover launched the FBI's index

file system of people deemed a threat who
could be detained indefinitely.

Our direct political forebears in the

Socialist Workers Party (SWP) were on

that list and were as well the first victims

of the 1940 Smith Act. The SWP opposed

World War II as an inierimperialist war

in which workers had no stake except

to defend the Soviet Union. The party

engaged in no acts of sabotage in the

Army or elsewhere and did not advocate,

as we do not advocate, the overthrow of

the government by force. James P. Can-

non’s trial testimony, published as Social-

ism on Trial, retains its utility today as

an exposition of basic Marxism against

capitalist state repression.

The allegation that Marxists advocate

the violent overthrow of the U.S. govern-

Bettmann

Left: IWW protests in NYC’s Union Square against suppression of Colorado coal strike. May Day 1914. Right: June
1914 cover of The Masses. IWW members and The Masses contributors were prosecuted under 1917 Espionage Act
for opposing World War I.

during wartime. Its earliest victims, in

September 1917. were Wobblies. mem-
bers of the Industrial Workers of the

World, whose offices were raided across

the country. Their union newspapers and

property were destroyed, and many left-

wing labor organizers were arrested and

sentenced to lengthy prison terms.

World War I was also the midwife to

revolution, and America was particularly

haunted by the one unfolding in Russia

in 1917. even before the workers seized

state power under the leadership of Lenin

and Trotsky's Bolshevik Party. A radical

journal. The Masses, covered the events

and the unprecedented horror of the

war. In its August 1917 issue. John Reed
wrote an article. "Knit a Straight-Jacket

for Your Soldier Boy,” that described how
the ghoulish, gruesome reality of a war
that President Woodrow Wilson claimed

was the road to eternal peace was literally

driving soldiers out of their minds. John

Reed was charged under the Espionage

Act for this article, in which he did not

write a single word in opposition to the

U.S. government—the article was entirely

excerpted from a New York Tribune

report cataloguing the alarming growth

of mental illness in the armed services.

Similarly, Manning did not write a single

word against the government but merely

publicized the government’s own reports

on its nefarious doings.

The editor of The Masses. Max East-

man. stated in his closing argument that

the charge of conspiracy had not been

proven, merely that all the defendants

believed in the philosophy of socialism.

And he went on to say that the socialists

believe that “true liberty is not guaranteed

to a citizen merely by the possession of

the right to vote. They think that democ-
racy will begin when the people rule in

industry as well as in politics.” I find that

a particularly good expression of what
we mean by our fight for a workers state

based on collectivized properly, admin-
istered by working people in control of

an egalitarian, socialist planned economy.

Month of Liberty”: "All of which goes to

prove that in America law is merely the

instrument for good or evil of the most

powerful interest, and there are no Con-

stitutional safeguards worth the powder to

blow them to hell.” John Reed went on

to write a gripping eyewitness account of

the October 1917 Russian Revolution. Ten

Days That Shook the World, and became
a founding member of the American
Communist Parly.

The Bolshevik Revolution struck ter-

ror in the hearts of U.S. lawmakers. The
backdrop to President Wilson's prattling

about “democracy" was murderous race-

hale terror and union-busting at home.

In 1917. white mob violence claimed the

lives of hundreds of black people in East

St. Louis. Striking miners in Arizona

were beaten and imprisoned. Even their

lawyer was locked up. just as with Lynne
Stewart, who is dying in prison today for

defending a client the U.S. government

deemed a threat. In November 1919. Attor-

ney General A. Mitchell Palmer sought

deportation of thousands of foreign-born

workers, claiming that there were “thou-

sands of aliens...direct allies of Trotsky"!

In just one year, between 1919 and 1920.

some 1.400 people were arrested under

sedition laws. Hundreds were convicted

and imprisoned: thousands of foreign-

born radicals were deported.

The corollary to American imperialist

domination of the world was the political

imperative to equate radical dissent with

treason. And it still is.

Anti-Communist Repression
Under FDR

People typically associate McCarthy-
ism and the anti-Communisi witchhunt

with the 1950s. an era of fear and social

conformity. In fact, the McCarthyite

repression was prepared years earlier

under the liberal darling Franklin Delano

Roosevelt with the creation in 19.'^8 of

HUAC. led by Congressman Marlin Dies.

After the onset of World War 11 in Sep-

tember 19.19. HUAC gained traction and

ment has always been a pretext for repres-

sion against leftists. In fact. Marxists have

no abstract position on violence per se.

In fact, the capitalist government is not

"overthrown" violently or nonviolently.

The historical probability is that in a rev-

olutionary situation there may well be lit-

tle government to "overthrow," and surely

not this government in its present form.

Not even the tsar’s deadly secret police,

the Okhrana. could save an outmoded
repressive regime from being swept

aside by the working people when they

were politically conscious and organized

around their own interests in the Russian

Revolution. Victor Serge wrote in What
Every Radical Should Know About Slate

Repression that all that was required at

that point was a good push of a broom.
We recognize that the ruling class will

use the machinery of its state to violently

repress those it perceives as opponents

or threats to its rule. In response to that,

we Marxists are not pacifists but recog-

nize the necessity of self-defense of the

working people. We are not conspirato-

rial pulschi.sts; indeed, nothing could be
more open than a Marxist party whose
success in winning the majority of the

working people to understand the neces-

sity of organizing in their own indepen-

dent class interests is entirely dependent
on the broadest propagandizing of our
views. These are some of the lessons to be
learned from Cannon’s testimony in Min-
neapolis. The significance of the Smith
Act prosecutions included establishing the

precedent that no actions were required

to prove wrongdoing. Merely words, even

thoughts, could cost an opponent of the

government his or her liberty.

The background to the stale repression

was that the Trotskyists had led a citywide

general strike in Minneapolis in 1934

and had won a huge battle to organize
the truckers into Teamsters Local 574.

J. Edgar Hoover claimed that the SWP's
opposition to the war and its prominence
In the leadership of a union smack at the

continued on page 10
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center of the nation’s transportation net-

work posed a domestic security risk. So
they were put on a list and government

spies and informants inside the union

got busy with dirty work. Prime targets

of government spying included not only

SWP leaders like Cannon but also union

members who had formed the Union
Defense Guard, a group of 600 armed
unit)n men organized in 1938 to defend

their union from violent attacks by the

fascist Silver Shirts. So the Smith Act

that was allegedly enacted to go after

Nazi sympathizers in the U.S. was used

first to go after union militants who had
stopped the fascists and had won a big

working-class organizing victory that re-

dounded around the country.

A man named Daniel Tobin led the

International Brotherhood of Teamsters at

the time. Tobin actively sought the inter-

vention of the FBI into his own union to

clean out the reds. In so doing, he merely

called in a favor from the president of

the United States. Franklin Roosevelt.

They were close friends, a relationship

cemented during Tobin’s service as chair-

man of the Labor Division of the Demo-
cratic Parly during two of FDR’s presi-

dential campaigns. The price to be paid

for this labor anti-Communism was high.

Solidarity within the labor movement
was thrown back, gains won against the

employers through the great 1934 general

strike were threatened, and the confidence

of workers to organize and speak out was
shaken through the use of informants and
state prosecution.

This illustrates the role of the union
bureaucracy and how in subordinating

labor to the Democrats (and Republicans)

it injures the whole of the working peo-
ple. Having paved the way for govern-

ment intervention in the union, the pro-

capitalist Teamsters bureaucracy itself

became, much later, the target of gov-

ernment union-busting under the RICO
anti-racketeering laws. And in a twisted

irony, this time it was unprincipled, self-

proclaimed leftists who invited the gov-

ernment in to drive out the allegedly

mob-allied bureaucrats. The state was
only too happy to oblige—clean out the

reds one decade, then at some point clean

out the business unionists at the behest of
leftists. As the executive of the capital-

ist class, the government’s interest is to

bust unions in order to drive down wages,
boost profits and divide the working class.

The Stalinist Communist Party (CP)
criminally supported the Smith Act pros-

ecutions of the Trotskyists and union mil-

itants in Minneapolis. This unprincipled

subservience to the capitalist slate did

not spare them from prosecution shortly

thereafter, and we Trotskyists of course
defended them. The stale is not neutral,

and we do not appeal to it to act as the

arbitrator for disputes within the workers
movement and the left. We do not use the

state to go after our political competitors

in the workers movement. We oppose

No. 23, Feb. 2013 $1 (32 pages)

Black History is sent to WV subscribers.

Make checks payable/mail to;

Spartacist Pub Co.. Box 1377 GPO
New York, NY 10116

government intervention in the unions.

Labor must clean up its own house.

The Cold War Witchhunt

Government spying and repression

escalated apace with expanding U.S.

involvement in WWII. Shortly after the

U.S. entered the Pacific arena after the

bombing of Pearl Harbor, FDR issued

Executive Order 9066. asserting presiden-

tial authority to remove persons of Japa-

nese descent from the entire West Coast

to remote, barren detention camps, The
report justifying the internment staled:

“The Japanese race is an enemy race....

The very fact that no sabotage has taken

place to dale is a disturbing and con-

firming indication that such action will

be taken." This Executive Order was not

revoked until 1976. Detention of people

deemed enemies by reason of national

origin or de.sceni is the policy of the

Obama administration today. At the end
of August, as Obama prepared to slam
missiles into Syria, the FBI stepped up
its surveillance of Syrians inside the U.S..

dragging people in for "questioning” on
suspicion of nothing except their national

origin, religion or descent.

Continuing in FDR’s footsteps, Harry
Truman ordered atomic bombs dropped
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August

tion of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg—two
Jewish Communists who were guilty

of nothing except defending the Soviet

Union.

The struggle for black freedom is

largely what cracked that Cold War con-

sensus. Not only the civil rights movement
but also the Black Power movement, and

of course the social revolution in Vietnam,

which defeated U.S. imperialism on the

battlefield, changed the political climate.

The movements for women’s rights and

gay rights were also part of that unique

period of volatile social struggle. But fun-

damentally. social change was driven by

the fight for black equality. Interestingly,

this period of social struggle also gave

rise to the Freedom of Information Act,

which promised people the right to know
if the government was spying on them. If

you've seen an FOIA file, however, you
know how partial this gain is and how
the government gets around it. With black

magic marker. Good luck reading a doc-

ument that is almost entirely blacked out.

Defending Marxists’
Right to Organize

The government did not roll over and
slop spying on people. It just became
more covert and deadly with a program
called COINTELPRO. short for Counter-

Teamsters leader
Daniel Tobin
(right) with
President Franklin
D. Roosevelt in

1944. A key backer
of FDR, Tobin
aided prosecution
of Trotskyists and
Teamsters union
militants.

1945, an unparalleled war crime. The Tru-

man Doctrine became the carle blanche

for U.S. military intervention around the

globe, reverberating in the actions and dec-

larations of the Obama While House today.

Meanwhile. Hitlerite fascism was de-

stroyed in World War II by the Soviet Red
Army. As the end of the war became a race

to Berlin, the Cold War effectively began.

The U.S. and its allies, like Britain and the

Vatican, swept up every Nazi war crimi-

nal and scientist they could grab, got them
to safety through a channel appropriately

called the Rat Line, and pul them to work
in American spy agencies and military

programs. Latin American death squads
were trained by ex-Nazis under the aegis

of the CIA; the U.S. rocket program was
developed. And it didn’t stop there. Henri
Alleg, a French-Algerian Communist who
fought alongside the Algerians in their

struggle for independence from French
imperialism, revealed that French tortur-

ers in the Algerian war were borrowed by
the U.S. to serve as teachers in the Army's
infamous School of the Americas.

The Cold War on the domestic front

under Truman included instituting a loy-

alty oath for government employees. Labor
was crippled by the Taft-Hartley Act,
which outlawed secondary strikes and
barred Communists from union office.

The 1950 McCarran Act legitimized FBI
record-keeping on "subversives”—hun-
dreds of thousands of people were put on
lists to be watched and detained in times
deemed national emergencies. Liberal

Democrat Hubert Humphrey amended
the McCarran Act to set up concentration

camps for "subversives" in the U.S. and
sponsored the 1954 Communist Control
Act that made membership in the CP a

crime,

The point of the Cold War witchhunt
and repression was to coerce the entire

population into ideological conformity.
The government’s bloody signature of
those years was the 19 June 1953 execu-

Inlelligence Program. Originally launched

in 1956 to disrupt the Communist Party,

it was expanded in the 1960s to target the

Black Panther Parly, the Socialist Work-
ers Party, the Spartacist League and oth-

ers. The U.S. government killed 38 mem-
bers of the Black Panther Parly through
COINTELPRO. Some, like Geronimo
Pratt and later Mumia Abu-Jamal. were
framed up for crimes they did not commit
and sentenced to decades behind bars.

In the late 1970s. the Spartacist League
learned that we were on the government’s
list of subversive organizations, known as

the ADEX file. The FBI lyingly claimed
that it had abolished this hit list of individ-

uals and organizations, but in fact it ju.st

concealed it more deeply. In 1983 the FBI
issued new "Domestic Security/Terrorism

Guidelines” that equated Marxist political

opposition to the government with crim-
inal terrorism and recycled the timeworn
claim that we were not openly, but there-

fore presumably covertly, for the "violent

overthrow of the government.” In refuting

that charge, we replied that the capitalist

state defends an entirely unjust system
that oppresses the majority through force

and violence.

It’s this government that massively
incarcerates more of the population, espe-
cially black men. than any other govern-
ment on earth. It's this government that

in one day of bombing Iraq destroyed the
accomplishments and culture of millennia
of human civilization. It’s this govern-
ment that throttles men. women and chil-

dren in Cuba and North Korea with block-
ades, It’s this government whose military
carpet bombed Vietnam and reinforces
the ncocolonial subjugation of masses of
working people throughout Latin Amer-
ica, Asia and Africa, It is this government
in this so-called democracy that has even
rolled back the Voting Rights Act. disen-
franchising many black people again.
We fought the FBI’s deadly surveillance

and targeting of us with every legal, moral

and political resource at our disposal—as

we have fought every lying allegation of

violence or terrorism—because our party

and our comrades matter to us and to

.society. We make a difference in initiat-

ing massive labor and minority mobiliza-

tions to slop the KKK. in mobilizing an

early and unique union-centered protest

in defense of immigrants and against the

Patriot Act. We struggled to forge a revo-

lutionary leadership—the subjective fac-

tor— in the fight against capitalist coun-

terrevolution in the former Soviet Union

and East Germany: the kind of leader-

ship needed in the coming battles in the

remaining deformed workers states.

Now, we didn't win all those struggles,

obviously, but we seek to be a factor and

influence the outcome of the fight in the

interests of the international working

class. Today, this is above all a program-

matic struggle: We fight to keep authen-

tic Marxism alive through our literature

and organization in a period in which it

is largely considered irrelevant because

of the collapse of the Soviet Union and

the mistaken identification of commu-
nism with Stalinism, This propagandistic

work may strike you as having more in

common with librarianship than terror-

ism. but as Lenin said, drawing on Marx
and Engels, without revolutionary theory

there can be no revolutionary movement.

So program comes first. Besides, the FBI
has it in for librarians, too. and claims

under the Patriot Act the right to seize the

records of what books you borrow.

We sued the FBI in 1983 and won.
Our legal brief outlined the history of

covert and systematic disruption aimed at

destroying the Spartacist League’s pred-

ecessors and the SL itself. We called the

new Domestic Security/Terrorism Guide-
lines "McCarthyism with a drawn gun."

In pursuit of our own legality and free-

dom. we struck a blow against the govern-

ment’s crusade to criminalize all dissent.

We said at the lime that this victory was
significant, that it placed a legal hurdle

in front of the government’s present and
future attempts to repress the SL. But
we had no illusions that the government
would stop its surveillance or dirty tricks,

which are an inherent part of the arsenal

of repression of labor by capital.

The point of punishing Chelsea Man-
ning. the point of punishing Lynne Stew-
art. the point of a worldwide manhunt for

Snowden and Assange is to pummel all

of you to accept unbridled government
repression as normal. And under Obama’s
National Defense Authorization Act, in-

deed any one of you can be put in indef-

inite military detention. So I wondered
while preparing this talk, in light of what
has been recently revealed about what U.S.
imperialism is doing at home and abroad,
why do intelligent people believe in the
proven lie of bourgeois democracy? Why
do they think communism, which has not

yet been achieved, is dead?
In wrestling for an answer, I found a

good one by James P. Cannon. This unjust
system doesn't keep on running by itself. It

is actively propped up by its agents within
the workers movement. Cannon said;

“This game of confusing and misrep-
resenting has been facilitated for the
capitalists, and aided to a considerable
extent, by the Social Democrats and the
labor bureaucracy, who are themselves
privileged beneficiaries of the Ameri-
can system, and who give a socialist and
labor coloring to the defense of Ameri-
can ’democracy.’ In addition to all that,
wc have to recognize that in this coun-
try. more than any other in the world,
the tremendous pressures of imperialist
prosperity and power and the witch-
hunt persecution, have deeply affected
the thinking of many people who call
themselves radicals or ex-radicals. These
powerful pressures have brought many
ot them to a reconciliation with capitalist
society and to the defense of capitalist
democracy, it not as a paradise at least
as a lesser evil, and the best that can be
hoped for."

'Socialism and Democracy."
Internaiional Socialisi Review
(Fall 19.57)

On Daniel Ellsberg and
Soviet Spies

Cannon w as speaking of an earlier gen-
eration tit reformist leftists in and around
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Heroic Soviet spies: Kim Philby (left) in 1955 while still highly

placed in British intelligence; Leopold Trepper (right), leader of

Red Orchestra espionage network In Nazi Germany.

the Communist Party, which betrayed the

working class with its program of class

collaboration, its policy of tailing the

“progressive” bourgeoisie. Today’s lib-

eral politicians and ideologues and their

left supporters (e.g.. the International

Socialist Organization, Workers World

Parly) and of course the union official-

dom pursue class collaboration and ped-

dle illusions in the first black president.

They thereby thwart the possibility of

effectively mobilizing the labor move-

ment in its own defense through inde-

pendent political organization and mobi-

lization against government repression,

and through strikes (remember them?) in

defense of their own class interests.

Daniel Ellsberg—the 82-year-old grand-

daddy of whistle-blowers who leaked the

Pentagon Papers to the New York Times

and revealed what the U.S. was doing in

Vietnam—and others are apoplectic that

their cherished capitalist government is

acting as badly as the repressive Stalinist

regimes that ruled over the degenerated

and deformed workers states in the Soviet

Union and East and Central Europe.

Alluding to the East German state spy

agency, Ellsberg wrote that Snowden

is "saving us from The United Stasi of

America.” This argument is an attack of

verbal poison gas, and Spartacist weapons

inspectors are required to save you and

innocent children from brain damage.

Let’s begin with one of the first acts of

the fledgling Soviet government—prod-

uct of the world’s first and only proletar-

ian socialist revolution—which was to

publish and tear up the previous govern-

ments’ secret international treaties, to

tear, as Lenin said, “the veil of mystery

from foreign policy in a revolutionary

manner.” He wrote that "this is of car-

dinal importance, for on it depends the

question of peace, the life and death of

tens of millions of people.”

The Soviet Union in Lenin’s time also

spied in defense of the workers state, and

we hail that. We have no abstract position

against spying per se; it depends which

class is spying on whom and for what

purpose. Even after the degeneration of

the Russian Revolution, there were dedi-

cated revolutionary militants who served

as Soviet spies. There were also sadistic

assassins who could have served equally

well for imperialist spy agencies. This

spread itself indicates the dual nature of

the parasitic Stalinist bureaucracy that

defended its own privileges while also

defending, in a deformed and partial way.

the proletarian property base on which its

power rested.

The workers revolution that was made

in Russia was not made solely for Rus-

sia. It was conceived of and achieved

as the opening shot of a struggle for

world socialist revolution. But it was not

extended internationally, largely but not

solely due to a failure of leadership. The

cost for delay in international extension

of the revolution was high, measured not

only in failed revolutions in Germany

and later the rise of fascism but also in

the monstrous growth of a repressive

bureaucracy led by Stalin in the Soviet

Union. But the essential material gains

of the revolution—the establishment of

a workers state that had overthrown pri-

vate properly and established a planned

economy—remained.

We Trotskyists, who were the first and

foremost victims of Stalinist repression,

including the murder of Leon Trotsky

himself by a Stalinist agent, fought for

the unconditional military defense of the

workers state against imperialist attack

and internal counterrevolution. Trotsky-

ists also fought for a workers political

revolution to oust the bureaucracy and

restore workers democracy in the Soviet

Union and mobilize the resources of

that huge conquest—the Soviet workers

state—in the service of the working class

internationally.

Stalin and his heirs pursued a policy of

“peaceful coexistence” with U.S. imperi-

alism. selling out revolutions internation-

ally. This appeasement of capitalist rule

led ultimately to counterrevolution in the

Soviet Union and across East Europe and

East Germany. So in a sense, my answer to

Daniel Ellsberg is that the worst crimes of

the Stalinist bureaucrats were not their

bloody spying and repression against

their own population but that they sold

out to the capitalist West that Ellsberg

and the liberals defend! They gave away

Holiday

Appeal...
(continuedfrom page 3)

which the PDC is modeled, saying, “The

procession that goes in and out of the

prison doors is not a new one. It is the

result of an old struggle under new forms

and under new conditions. All through

history those who have fought against

oppression have constantly been faced

with the dungeon of a ruling class.”... But

the boot heel of U.S. imperialist repres-

sion stomps on. We now have fellow class

war prisoners, like our sister Lynne Stew-

art. who is actually dying, as we speak,

in a federal prison cell in Texas. We also

Just Out!
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have the Tinley Park 5, young anti-racist

activists, who just this year were hit with

prison sentences. So the work of the PDC,

and people like yourself, is as important

and necessary as ever. And we. the polit-

ical prisoners, welcome and encourage

your support and the continuing solid

and vital work of the Partisan Defense

Committee.

In these yearly messages. I often say, I

wish I was sitting there next to you right

now. participating in this event. As these

prison years wear on. I’m not so certain I

will finally get there, but you can be very

sure. I will be joining all of you in soli-

darity and spirit at each of these events.

Finally, let me remind everyone that to

find out a lot more about U.S. political

prisoners, and our thoughts on develop-

ing events and struggle around the world,

check out 4strugglemag.org. Issue #23 is

just out and as usual. 4SM is also pub-

lished as a hard copy magazine.

Have a great event!

Red Season’s Greetings to all of you.

your families and close people.

Hugo Pinell

18 November 2013

Much love and justice to you. You know

the short version of my story; 49 years in

prison. 44 yeans straight in solitary con-

finement. 43 years without a contact visit.

32 years without a disciplinary infraction,

and eligible for parole since 1985. but I

am in here, still, and awaiting for my 10th

parole hearing to be completed in April of

2014. All of this on my new sentence of 9

years for assault in the San Quentin 6 case

(1971-76). Four of them were released in

1976 and the other in 1987. but I am here,

still.

Some of you have been with me for 27

years now and this is what 1 want to talk

to you about. I am here, still, and I'll resist

relentlessly, but I am very much alive,

healthy of body. mind, emotions and spir-

its. humanly functionable in a freedom

capacity, thanks to your sincere love, care

and support, for all of these years.

Michael Davis Africa

13 November 2013

On the MOVE!
With so much suffering and misery

caused by this government sanctioned

repression, with so much terror and mur-

der inflicted globally by the ghouls who

head heartless corporations bent on hege-

mony (using likewise greedy flunky pol-

iticians to disguise their theft), and expe-

riencing first hand the heinous tactics

used by their agents of repression in an

attempt to intimidate or stop folks from

resisting. It is truly a powerful lesson

being sent to the authors of that terror

that there will always be a force of the

people that will never stop resisting, no

matter how big their threats, or how vile

their tactics.

And it feels good to share a space filled

with resistance, applauding its advances,

never doubting its outcome. Fully under-

standing that when subjugation is the aim

hugopinell org

Hugo Pinell at California’s Pelican
Bay State Prison, 2001.

the gains workers had wrested through

socialist revolution and turned the former

workers states into potholes of capitalist

exploitation, fascist violence and hideous

oppression of women and minorities.

And with regard to the Soviet secret

police, we Trotskyists, whose comrades

were victims of Stalinist repression, will

point out that some extraordinary individ-

uals went into the spy service to defend

the Soviet Union. In the period of World

War II. heroic Soviet spies created a Red

Orchestra of radio operators, the so-called

pianists, who broadcast vital information

from within the Nazi Third Reich. And it

wasn’t just Soviets who were inspired to

defend the Russian Revolution. There were

also master spies like Richard Sorge and

Hotsumi Ozaki in Japan and Kim Philby

and his circle of Communists within Brit-

ish intelligence. When one of Philby’s com-

rades was briefed by British intelligence

before being stationed in Washington,

he was warned that Americans get very

hot about communism, black people and

homosexuality. The spy reportedly replied,

“What you mean is that I shouldn’t make

a pass at Paul Robeson?” In one wisecrack,

a witty Soviet spy captured something

essential about the ideological glue that

holds this country together.

I want to conclude with a word on the

press. The role of the capitalist media

in the Chelsea Manning case—initially

refusing to print the Afghan and Iraq war

logs and diplomatic cables, all but ignor-

ing the pretrial detention under torturous

conditions, playing up every prosecution

lie and sowing contempt for Manning with

creepy articles about her background and

private life—this all had an impact on the

case and exemplifies the role of the media

under capitalism to support the interests

of the ruling class. If you do not yet have

a subscription to Workers Vanguard, then

I will sarcastically observe that your FBI

file looks suspiciously skinny. So sub-

scribe now, in self-defense and to educate

yourself and to support the international

struggles we engage in and write about.*

Michael Richardson

Ed Poindexter

of those who call themselves leaders, no

other option exists.

Warmest greetings to all in the fight for

the freedom of the people, freedom of the

planet, from those who would make us all

slaves.

Long Live Revolution!

Long Live John Africa!

Ed Poindexter

5 December 2013

On behalf of Mondowelanga and
myself, we extend our heartfelt thanks to

all of our supporters. The financial sup-

port. in particular, has been very helpful

to us, as we’re both disabled, yet continue

to struggle on by not allowing a single

opportunity to pass to “deliver the word.”

Further, seasons greetings to all!

* * *

We urge WV readers to support the

work of the Partisan Defense Committee
by becoming a sustaining contributor or

by sending money earmarked for the Hol-

iday Appeal stipend fund. Contributions

can be sent to: PDC. P.O. Box 99. Canal

Street Station. New York. NY 10013. For

more information about the class-war

prisoners, including addresses for cor-

respondence. see: www.partisandefen.se.

org/stipend.himl-B
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Defend South Korean Rail Union

!

Left: Workers defend KCTU union federation headquarters in Seoul against raid by riot police during rail strike, December 22. Right: KORAIL workers and
other unionists demonstrate against Park Geun-hye government, December 28.

JANUARY 6—On December 30, after

a brutal campaign of repression by the

South Korean government, the Korean

Railway Workers Union (KRWU) ended a

22-day-long strike against the state-owned

company KORAIL. In the longest rail

strike in the country’s history, some 8.700

workers stopped work to fight plans to set

up a KORAIL subsidiary, which the union

denounced as a move toward privatization.

The right-wing government of President

Park Geun-hye pulled out all the stops to

break the strike, which it deemed illegal.

While the company suspended nearly

8.000 strikers, police raided KRWU offic-

es in five cities and warrants were issued

for the arrest of 35 union leaders on charges

of "obstruction of businesses." When the

union refused to back down, on December
22 some 4.000 riot police surrounded the

Seoul headquarters of the Korean Confed-
eration of Trade Unions (KCTU), of which
the KRWU is a member, and .stormed the

building, attacking and pepper-spraying

workers defending it. Some 130 were ar-

rested. but the union leaders were not found

and several went into hiding. While 13 are

still at large, six have been indicted. The
jobs of nearly 500 strikers have been threat-

ened. No reprisals against the KORAIL
strikers and their union leaders! Free all

arrested strikers! Drop all the charges!

The union ended the strike, which had

severely disrupted passenger and freight

transport, after reaching an agreement

with Park's New Frontier Party and the

rival bourgeois Democratic Party. A par-

liamentary committee composed of mem-
bers of both ruling-class parties has been
established “to further discuss the issues

that led to the strike and the long-term

development of rail industry" ( Wall Street

JournaL 30 December 2013).

Regardless, the government has pro-

ceeded with its plan to issue a license for

a subsidiary to operate a high-speed rail

line in the south of the country. The union

has filed a lawsuit against the Ministry

of Land. Infrastructure and Transport,

which controls the railways, calling for

the license to be revoked, and the KCTU
has vowed to mobilize workers to demand
Park's resignation. Meanwhile, the gov-

ernment continues to pursue union lead-

ers. KORAIL has .sued the union, demand-
ing over 15.2 billion won ($14.5 million)

for operating losses during the strike. The
company, which has blood on its hands for

the death of an 84-year-oId woman board-

ing a train operated by scab labor, is vin-

dictively seeking to extort payment from
the union for “hiring and personnel costs"

for 208 scabs recruited to break the strike.

On December 28. up to 100,000 people

rallied in defense of the 700,000-strong

KCTU. The Korean Federation of Trade

Unions (KFTU), which was long tied to

South Korea's capitalist government, also

endorsed the call for this mobilization.

Statements of solidarity have come in

from unions around the world. The KCTU
has planned further nationwide actions on
January 9 and 16.

The capitalist state has had a vendetta

against the KCTU since its founding in

1995. It launched a general strike the fol-

lowing year, calling out its 500.000 mem-
bers and shutting down production at stra-

tegic companies like Hyundai. Daewoo.
Kia and Ssangyong. The KFTU called out

its members then as well.

The current class battle comes amid a

series of attacks on the workers movement
and dissident political parties by the govern-

ment under Park Geun-hye. the daughter of

Park Chung-hee, who headed South Korea's

brutal anti-Communist military dictatorship

for close to 20 years. A leader and several

members of the Unified Progressive party

are currently being tried for sedition, while

the government is moving to ban the party

for supporting North Korea, a bureaucrati-

cally deformed workers state, and plotting

to “stage revolutions." TWo days after the

attack on KCTU headquarters. President

Park visited soldiers near the Demilitarized

Zone between North and South Korea and

told them that they should “mercilessly re-

act" to any provocations from the North.

It is the class duty of workers in South

Korea and around the world to stand in

defense of North Korea against imperi-

alism and capitalist counterrevolution.

The U.S. and allied imperialists and their

South Korean henchmen slaughtered more
than three million Koreans and reduced

much of the peninsula to rubble in the

1950-53 Korean War in an attempt to roll

back social revolution. The American pro-

letariat has a special obligation to demand
all U.S. troops out ofSouth Korea, where
the imperialist military presence contin-

ues to target the North Korean and Chi-

nese deformed workers states and helps

fortify capitalist rule against the combat-
ive proletariat in the South.

As Marxists, we stand for the revolu-

tionary reunification of the Korean pen-

insula: socialist revolution in the South
to overthrow capitalist rule and workers
political revolution in the North to oust

the corrupt, nepotistic Stalinist bureaucracy

that exists as a parasite on the workers
state. From the Korean Peninsula to the

U.S. and Japanese imperialist heartlands

and beyond, what is needed is to forge

revolutionary workers parties to lead the

fight for proletarian rule.

Defiant Lynne Stewart Finally Released
On December 31, leftist attorney Lynne

Stewart finally left behind her the prison

walls that have been "home" for the past

four years after her frame-up conviction

in a “war on terror” show trial. Termi-
nally ill with Stage IV breast cancer, the

74-year-old Stewart walked out of the Fed-

eral Medical Center Carswell, a women's
prison hospital in Texas, and flew home
to New York City, where she was greeted

by family and friends. This brought to a
close her months-long fight for the right

to die at home surrounded by loved ones,

a demand supported by more than 40.000
petitioners worldwide.

After months of obstruction, the Justice

Department finally allowed U.S. District

Judge John Koeltl, Stewart's trial judge,

to order her release on the grounds of her

"terminal medical condition and very lim-

ited life expectancy." The relief of Stewart’s

supporters is tinged with the bitter knowl-
edge that federal authorities had vindic-

tively prolonged her imprisonment know-
ing her terminal condition. In fact, from the

working-class point of view, this partisan

of the downtrodden and oppressed should
not have spent a single day behind bars.

In 2005. Stewart was convicted of giv-

ing material support to terrorism when
representing blind Egyptian Islamic fun-

damentalist cleric Sheik Omar Abdel Rah-
man, who was convicted for an alleged plot

to blow up New York City landmarks in

the early 1990s. The purported “material

support” was to communicate her client's

views to Reuters news service. Her Ara-

bic translator Mohamed Yousry and para-

legal Ahmed Abdel Saitar were also con-

victed. These watershed convictions gave

the capitalist government a green light

to prosecute lawyers as co-consipirators

of their clients—a frontal attack on the

right to counsel enunciated in the Con-
stitution’s Sixth Amendment. Originally

sentenced to 28 months in prison. Stewart

was resentenced in 2010 to ten years at the

instigation of the Obama administration.

An unbowed proponent of 1960s New
Left radicalism. Stewart dedicated her

adult life to keeping Black Panthers, mil-

itant leftists and others reviled by the cap-

italist state out of the clutches of its prison

system. As she wrote in a message to the

New York City gathering of the Partisan

Defense Committee’s Holiday Appeal for

class-war prisoners last month, among
her clients were Jaan Laaman and Tom

Manning of the Ohio 7 (see article on
page 3). When Stewart ultimately found
herself walking in the same shoes, she

embraced that role without blinking. And
her incarceration did not break her in the

least. When she arrived at LaGuardia air-

port. she told her supporters, “I’m going

to work for women’s group prisoners and
for political prisoners."

The Spartacist League and PDC have
stood by Stewart and her codefendants

from the beginning, despite our differ-

ing political outlooks, and have fought to

publicize her case in the broader work-
ers movement. This is an expression of
non-sectarian, class-struggle defense of

cases that are in the interests of the entire

working people. The government’s barba-

rous treatment of this individual, whose
"crime" was to zealously fight in the courts

to uphold the rights of the oppressed that

are purportedly sanctified in the Consti-
tution. is itself an indictment of the class

bias of American bourgeois justice. For
champions of Stewart’s defense and that

of all the class-war prisoners, let this be a
clarion call tojoin the fight to mobilize the
multiracial working class to sweep away
the entire system of capitalist exploitation

January 1: Lynne Stewart after release
from Texas prison.

and oppression—and the "justice" sys-

tem that enshrines it—through socialist

revolution.*
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Fascists Mobilize Behind U.S./EU Against Russia

Ukraine Turmoil:

Capitalist Powers
in Tug of War

EPA

Reuters

Above: Rally in Kiev of imperialist-backed pro-European Union forces,
including Svoboda fascists, 22 December 2013. Top left: U.S. Senator
John McCain with Svoboda leader Oleg Tyagnibok (center) and Fatherland
coalition’s Arseniy Yatsenyuk. Bottom left: Vladimir Putin with Ukrainian
president Viktor Yanukovich.

Since Ihe end of November, tens of

thousands of demonstrators have repeat-

edly flocked to Maidan Square in the

Ukrainian capital city of Kiev, protesting

the refusal of President Viktor Yanuko-

vich to sign an association agreement with

the European Union (EU). Leading bour-

geois politicians from the capitalist West,

such as American Senator John McCain
and EU foreign affairs representative

Catherine Ashton, flooded into Kiev to

solidarize with the protesters. In some
ways, it was a reprise of the so-called

“Orange Revolution” of 2004 when the

U.S. and other imperialists, backed by a

phalanx of imperialist-funded organiza-

tions. financed and engineered demon-

strations that forced the election of a

pro-Western and anti-Russian president,

Viktor Yushchenko.

The ongoing aim of the Western impe-

rialists is to establish a client state on the

border of Russia, which under the rule of

capitalist strongman Vladimir Putin has

increasingly become a thorn in their sides.

And Ukraine would be a big prize. Its

industrial base supplies the Russian mar-

ket. and its Black Sea and Crimean penin-

sula territories are of strategic importance

to the Russian military.

The protesters and their imperialist

backers claimed that they were fighting

for the alleged higher values of European

culture and civilization. A measure of

those “values” is the major role played in

recent protests by outright fascists belong-

ing to the Svoboda party. This organiza-

tion derives from the Ukrainian nation-

alists led by Stepan Bandera who carried

out mass murders of Jews, reds, Soviet

soldiers and Poles during World War II.

Underlining their rabid anti-communism,

the fascists spearheaded the destruction

of a statue of V.I. Lenin, whose Bolshe-

vik Party led the Russian October Rev-

olution of 1917 that liberated the toilers

and subject peoples of the former tsarist

empire—Jews. Azerbaijanis. Ukrainians,

etc.—from capitalist and landlord oppres-

sion. After renewed protests last week-

end erupted into pitched battles between

riot police and balaclava-wearing men
armed with steel pipes and firebombs,

some reports pointed to the involvement

of the Right Sector, which, according to

the BBC (21 January), considers Svoboda
“too liberal and conformist.”

Last month, while McCain was shaking

hands with Svoboda leader Oleg Tyagni-

bok, the Obama administration dispatched

Victoria Nuland, assistant secretary of slate

for European and Eurasian affairs, to Kiev.

Nuland emphasized: “We stand with the

people of Ukraine who see their future in

Europe.” At the same time, she stated that

“the rule of law must be upheld.” which

was understood by protest leaders to indi-

cate U.S. reluctance to sponsor a forcible

overthrow of the Yanukovich regime.

Such hesitation is a measure of Wash-
ington’s difficulties in pursuing its strate-

gic interests around the world, not least

its dealings with a more assertive Russian

government. Capitalist restoration in the

continued on page 4

“Right to Life” Horror in Texas
Anyone who doubts the depths to which the reac-

tionary “right to life” forces will stoop should turn

their attention to what is happening at John Peter

Smith Hospital (JPS) in Fort Worth, Texas. Early on
November 26. Erick Munoz awoke to find his wife

Marlise collapsed on the floor of their home. Despite

his best efforts as a trained paramedic, he was not

able to resuscitate her before the ambulance arrived.

In the JPS emergency room, doctors restarted her

heart but could not detect any brain activity after she

had gone over an hour without oxygen. The diagnosis

did not leave any room for hope. Her family members
prepared to say their final goodbyes, only to learn

that Marlise was going to be kept on life support sim-

ply because she was 14 weeks pregnant. Against the

family’s express wishes,

hospital officials plan to

keep her body hooked up

to machines for as long as

it takes to see if the fetus

2527A 81030“ r devclops.
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The torture visited on the family throws into sharp

relief the reactionary nature of the “fetal rights” cru-

sade, a major front in the “pro-life” war on abortion.

Fort Worth is located in Tarrant County, a nest of

anti-abortion bigotry where right-wing politicians and

hospital board members alike have helped weave rules

and laws stripping pregnant women of their rights.

Now, unable to bury his daughter. Marlise’s father.

Ernest Machado, has told of the “pure hell” caused by

the prolonged grief. “All she is is a host for a fetus."

he said angrily.

Adding to the family’s torment are the “right to life”

ghouls who have taken to news programs and social

media, not to mention the "save the baby” prayer vigils

outside the hospital. Any doubt expressed regarding the

health of the fetus, which was also deprived of oxygen
after Marlise lost consciousness, is heresy to the reli-

gious zealots who ooze ignorance and disdain for the

family. And with medical costs mounting daily, the

family’s ordeal may well not end any time soon. After

continued on page 2

r-
—

Ennis/fort Worth Star-Telegram

Erick Munoz, whose brain-dead wife Marlise
Munoz has been kept on life support by hospital
officials against family’s wishes due to pregnancy.



Texas...
(continuedfrom page 1)

all. prying money from the insurance

company parasites to cover vital care for

the living is difficult enough. In a display

of basic human decency, the fire depart-

ment where Erick works has taken up a

collection for the family.

Earlier this month. Erick filed a court

motion to compel an end to the life sup-

port. For its part, the hospital board wel-

comed the opportunity to have it out in

the courts. What it is doing with Marlise

Munoz's corpse already goes beyond the

bounds of a perverse state law that pro-

hibits the withdrawing of life-sustaining

medical treatment from a "pregnant

patient.” By its doctors' own determina-

tion. the "patient” in this case is a dead

woman! If a judge signs off on the prac-

tice. however rare, of keeping the bodies

of pregnant women warm long after their

brains are gone, it would further legally

enshrine the notion that women are first

and foremost incubators. It comes as no

surprise that the JPS general counsel in

1988 helped push through a ban on abor-

tions at the hospital and currently sits on

the advisory board of a local "right to

life” group.

As written, the Texas law exudes con-

tempt for pregnant women by invalidat-

ing their advance directives on end-of-life

treatment. On this score. Texas is far from

alone. A total of 30 other states have sim-

ilar or identical pregnancy exclusions on

the books, while 14 kick the issue to the

courts, leaving only five states in the U.S.

that respect a woman’s advance directive

if she is pregnant. Marlise did not have a

written directive, but as a trained para-

medic she was clear on the matter and had

told her family that she did not want to

be kept alive artificially. That should have

been the end of the debate. The capitalist

state should have no right to interfere in

any such personal decisions, particularly

involving issues of life and death.

Rallying behind the hospital are sin-

ister anti-woman forces pushing a "per-

sonhood” agenda that defines human
life as beginning at conception. Among
them is Texas Alliance for Life, whose

executive director ranted about Marlise:

'There is an unborn child who is alive

and deserves protection." Counteracting

the religious-based notion that the fetus

is a human with a “soul." we wrote in

The Liberating Promise
of Socialism

In July 1919, less than two years after the

victorious proletarian revolution in Rus-

sia. Bolshevik leader V.l. Lenin granted an

interview to a U.S. news agency with the

agreement that his an.swers would be pub-

lished unaltered in over 100 newspapers. In

(me of his responses excerpted below, Lenin

explained that capitalism had outgrown its

historically progressive role and become
a fetter on the development of society, as

starkly shown by the carnage of interimperialist World War /. In contra.st, the fledgling

Soviet workers state was a beacon of hopefor the toiling masses worldwide. The news
agency suppressed this answer as "unadulterated Bolshevist propaganda," but Max
Eastman's left radical magazine The Liberator published it in October 1919.

TROTSKY LENIN

Compared to feudalism, capitalism was an historical advance along the road of "lib-

erty," “equality," "democracy” and “civilisation." Nevertheless capitalism was. and
remains, a system of wage-slavery, of the enslavement of millions of working people,

workers and peasants, by an insignificant minority of modern slave-owners, landown-

ers and capitalists. Bourgeois democracy, as compared to feudalism, has changed the

form of this economic slavery, has created a brilliant screen for it but has not. and
could not. change its essence. Capitalism and bourgeois democracy are wage-slavery.

The gigantic progress of technology in general, and of means of transport in particular,

and the tremendous growth of capital and banks have resulted in capitalism becoming
mature and overmature. It has outlived itself. It has become the most reactionary hindrance

to human progress. It has become reduced to the absolute power of a handful of million-

aires and multimillionaires who send whole nations into a bloodbath to decide whether the

German or the Anglo-French group of plunderers is to obtain the spoils of imperialism,

power over the colonies, financial "spheres of influence” or "mandates to rule,” etc.

During the war of 1914-18 tens of millions of people were killed or mutilated for that

reason and for that reason alone....

The capitalists, the bourgeoisie, can at "best" put off the victory of socialism in one
country or another at the cost of slaughtering further hundreds of thousands of workers
and peasants. But they cannot save capitalism. The Soviet Republic has come to take

the place of capitalism, the Republic which gives power to the working people and only

to the working people, which entrusts the proletariat with the guidance of their libera-

tion. which abolishes private property in land, factories and other means of production,

because this private property is the source of the exploitation of the many by the few,

the source of mass poverty, the source of predatory wars between nations, wars that

enrich only the capitalists.

The victory of the world Soviet republic is certain.

—V.l. Lenin. "Answers to an American Journalist’s Questions” (July 1919)
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"States Criminalize ‘Bad’ Mothers" (IVV

No. 1004, 8 June 2012): "Since a fetus and

the mother are biologically united during

pregnancy, all attempts to endow the fetus

with rights come at the expense of those

of the mother.” Indeed, the "personhood”

campaign has served to abrogate abortion

rights across the country and to throw the

book at pregnant women for such activi-

ties as drinking and smoking marijuana.

In Texas, lawmakers made a mark
last year with a bill that contains almost

every one of the attacks on abortion rights

recently enacted elsewhere in the nation.

Its provisions include everything from a

ban on abortions after 20 weeks due to

supposed "fetal pain” to mandating clin-

ics to make medically irrelevant upgrades

to their buildings. The abortion providers

not already forced lo close their doors are

now under tremendous strain, as the pro-

cedure is all but unobtainable in much of

the stale.

When it comes to general viciousness

meted out to working people, minorities

and women, the stale of Texas takes a

backseat to no other. Its execution cham-
bers are the busiest in the nation. Its

border guards are notorious for firing

on desperate, unarmed immigrants from

helicopters. Its health safety net is col-

lapsing from loo few resources, even as

Republican governor Rick Perry opted out

of the federal Medicaid expansion, keep-

ing uninsured some one million black

people and others who need coverage.

The bigots and bible-thumpers make it

easy for Democratic Parly politicians to

pretend to be on the side of the oppressed.

Last June. Democratic state senator Wendy
Davis captured the national spotlight by

staging a filibuster that delayed passage of

the omnibus anti-abortion bill. Now she

is a gubernatorial candidate. At best, the

perspective of Davis and her Democratic

Party cohorts is limited lo preserving Roe

V. Wade, which legalized abortion but left

the door open for state loopholes, a major

factor in decimating abortion services

across the country. The Democrats have

also helped restrict access to abortion for

poor and working women while coddling

religious reactionaries. Democratic presi-

dent Jimmy Carter signed the 1977 Hyde

Amendment eliminating abortion cover-

age under Medicaid, a measure that has

been renewed every year since, regardless

of which parly sits in the White House.

As the horror visited on Marlise's fam-

ily graphically shows in microcosm, such

attacks on abortion rights redound against

all women and all working people. Fight-

ing for the democratic rights and needs

of the mass of the population—including

freely available, quality health care and

abortion—requires mobilizing workers

and (he oppressed in struggle against

both the Democratic and Republican par-

ties that uphold the capitalist system of

exploitation.!

Letter

October 1946: American and South Korean soldiers during U.S. occupation
aimed at suppressing insurrectionary proletariat and peasantry.

On the U.S. Occupation of Korea
4 January 2014

Dear Editor,

"U.S./Japanese Imperialists: Hands
Off China!” (WV No. 1036, 13 Decem-
ber) states: "Behind South Korea’s rulers

stands a U.S. military presence that dales

back to the 1950-53 Korean War.” This

omits the American post-war occupation

of South Korea. With the establishment

of a U.S. military dictatorship during

1945-48, a countrywide insurrectionary

proletariat and peasantry were suppressed

below the 38ih parallel and the modern
South Korean police stale was forged.

Straight from U.S. victory over the

Japanese in Okinawa. Gen. John Reed
Hodge dispatched 21 ships, including five

destroyers, to establish a military govern-

ment in South Korea. Landing at Inchon

on September 8. 1945. five years before

the belter known Korean War landing, his

forces e.stablished the "U.S, Military Gov-
ernment in Korea” or USAMGIK in Seoul.

On 16 October 1945 Syngman Rhee was
flown into the South Korean capital on
Gen. MacArlhur’s personal airplane to pul

a Korean face on American occupation.

Under American tutelage. Rhee recon-
structed an anti-communist police stale

based on Korean quislings who had served

in the Japanese colonial administration

and armed forces lo ruthlessly oppress
their own people. Now serving Amer-
ican imperialism and with its military

backing, the same forces proceeded lo

suppress militant labor struggle and
peasant uprisings. Even when American
troops were withdrawn in ’49. U.S. mili-

tary advisers and equipment remained to

aid the Rhee dictatorship in mopping up
what had turned into a guerrilla war of
resistance.

Cold War scholars often falsely por-

trayed the Korean War as having sud-

denly begun on 25 June 1950 when North
Korean forces “invaded” the south. The
most distinguished historian in the English
language of posi-WWII Korea. Bruce
Cumings. devoted much of his academic
career to combating this self-serving
account, as exemplified in his two-volume
The Origins ofthe Korean War, published
by Princeton University Press in 1981
and 1990 respectively. As Cumings has
pointed out in his writings, the American
military occupation of South Korea was
a harbinger of its murderous policies in

Guatemala. Vietnam and Indonesia.

Comradely,

Reuben
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Racist State Assault on
Native Protesters

Jen Hudson

Rexton, New Brunswick, 17 October 2013: Brutal raid by Canadian police

against Native anti-fracking protesters ended in over 40 arrests.

Canada
The following article originally ap-

peared in Spartacisl Canada No. 179

(Winter 2013/2014). new.spaper of our

comrades of the Trotskyist League/Ligue

Trotskyste.

Oka, Gustafsen Lake. Ipperwash, Burnt

Church. Caledonia. And now Rexton.

These are some of the battlefields—in just

the last 25 years—on which Native peo-

ple have defied the racist powers-that-be

spARTAcisTo::::::^

and in return have reaped a whirlwind of

state violence. Rexton. New Brunswick

became part of this brutal political geog-

raphy on October 17, when more than

100 heavily-armed RCMP (Royal Cana-

dian Mounted Police] officers broke up a

Mi’kmaq blockade against seismic test-

ing and the threat of hydraulic fracturing

("fracking") by the SWN Resources oil

and gas company.

After months of protests, on October 1

Elsipogtog First Nation Chief Arren Sock

addressed Native protesters blocking a

highway near Rexton: "SWN has been

evicted from our territory according to

tradition and conviction that we still own

the land, and the province of New Bruns-

wick has been put on notice." Even the

federal government acknowledges that the

Mi'kmaq never surrendered their rights to

lands or resources. That acknowledgment,

of course, is hardly worth the paper it’s

written on. TWo days later, on October 3,

a provincial court issued an injunction on

behalf of the company to force the Native

protesters to remove their blockade.

They refused, and in the pre-dawn

hours of October 17. the RCMP enforced

the court’s ruling. Three nearby schools

were placed on lockdown. Clad variously

in camouflage, body armour and fire-

retardant coveralls, the cops moved in

wielding machine guns, pistols, lasers and

attack dogs. They fired rubber bullets and

rounds of tear gas and pointed their rifles

at children and seniors. "Crown land

belongs to the government, not to f--king

Natives,” one shouted. Six cop cars were

burned. The message left on one; “SWN
owns RCMP."

In all. 40 were arrested. Six Mi'kmaq

Warriors were thrown into solitary con-

finement. One. Aaron Francis, was beaten

while being taken to a cell in handcuffs;

another. Jason Augustine, suffered a

concussion after a beating by an RCMP
cop. The men were denied even basic

necessities such as toilet paper and tele-

phone access. “None of us got to talk to

our lawyers." David Mazerolle said, “we

were just constantly in that hole" (Cen-

sored News. 31 October). They face 37

charges including mischief, unlawful con-

finement, obstruction and assault, As of

mid-November, four of the original six

—

Francis. Coady Stevens. Germaine Junior

Breau and James Pictou—were still

behind bars. We say: Free the Mi'kmaq

Warriors! Drop the charges!

Across the country, angry protests

erupted against the police violence in

New Brunswick. Protesters shut down

highways in Ontario and Nova Scotia.

Stewart Phillip, president of the Union

of B.C. Indian Chiefs said what many
thought; “This could easily happen in any

First Nation community across Canada....

This display of brute force is completely

ugly, outrageous and harkens back to the

Oka. Ipperwash and Caledonia conflicts"

(UBCIC media release. 17 October).

Against such solidarity, the New Bruns-

wick NDP [New Democratic Parly) stood

on the side of repressive “law and order.”

The New Democrats demanded that Tory

premier David Alward “order the end to

all road blockades before starting mean-

ingful consultations with First Nations

communities." The NDP insisted that

Alward “defend the rule of law in our

province, make sure our children can

go to school and our goods gel to mar-

ket without any interference.” In or out

of power, the NDP social democrats are

always loyal to capitalist rule.

Government War Against
Native Peoples

Acting on behalf of the resource and

energy industry magnates and trampling

on the indigenous population, the (Prime

Minister Stephen) Harper Tories have

been shredding even the mildest envi-

ronmental regulations. Utter indifference

to the damage this will wreak on Native

communities helped spark the Idle No
More protests last winter. At the same

time, the Tories have been siccing their

CSIS [Canadian Security Intelligence

Services] spies and provocateurs on

aboriginal activists and smearing them

as would-be terrorists.

The government’s preoccupations are

seen in an ominous report entitled "Can-

ada and the First Nations—Cooperation

or Conflict?" (May 2013) by a right-wing

Tory-linked think tank, the Macdonald-

Laurier Institute. Brooding about a pos-

sible Native “uprising,” the report warns:

"Canadians and First Nations people must

be convinced—before any confrontation

begins—that the government, supported

by its security establishment, will prevail.

Aggressive Aboriginal leaders should

assume that Canada’s security forces will

always establish order.” To the extent that

Native protests interfere even in a small

way with the fabulous profits to be made
in resource industries, the Canadian rul-

ers will brook no opposition.

The stale violence against the people of

Elsipogtog has been augmented by threats

of economic strangulation. In the lead-up

to the October 17 attack, the Canada
Revenue Agency demanded a payment of

more than $2 million from the Elsipog-

tog First Nation. Shortly before the feds

backed off from their racist extortion,

SWN Resources launched a punitive law-

suit against 13 Native protesters.

These coordinated attacks by the energy

company, all levels of government and

the cops, courts and prison system

should come as no surprise to any mili-

tant worker or leftist protester. They are

yet another confirmation of the Marxist

understanding of the stale—at its core,

bodies of armed men committed to ensur-

ing that the economically dominant class

also dominates all a.spects of politics and.

therefore, society as a whole.

Friedrich Engels. Karl Marx’s close

collaborator, described the state as the

outgrowth of the irreconcilability of class

antagonisms. In the modern epoch, a tiny

capitalist ruling class monopolizes armed

force in order to subjugate the working

class and the poor. In 1917. the year of

the Russian Revolution. Bolshevik leader

V. I. Lenin wrote The State and Revolu-

tion. where he hammered home the les-

sons of Marx and Engels. Lenin clearly

outlined the tasks of the working class;

to lead all the oppressed in a social rev-

olution to smash the capitalist state and

replace it with a workers state. This alone

will lay the basis for socialism, an egal-

itarian classless society representing the

initial stage of communism.

Capitalist Barbarism and
Native Oppression

On the Elsipogtog First Nation reserve,

unemployment is 80 percent. An acute

housing shortage means that up to five

families live in some houses. On the

poverty-stricken reserves or at the mar-

gins of the cities, aboriginal people every-

where endure poverty, illness and home-

lessness, Racist police repression falls

more heavily on them than on any other

sector of society.

This modern barbarism flows directly

from the origins of Canadian capital-

ist society, which was founded on the

destruction of the pre-existing aborigi-

nal societies, initially by the French and.

later, the English colonialists. The expro-

priation of these peoples through fraud

and military conquest, along with the

devastating impact of disease following

European contact, foreclosed the possibil-

ity of independent development of indig-

enous nations.

Over much of the last century, a state

policy of forced assimilation led to the

abduction of Native children from their

parents and their internment in church-

run residential schools. New research

has just revealed a grisly program of

“experiments” in the 1940s and 1950s on

already hungry people in Native commu-
nities, including children in residential

schools. In the name of “science” they

were deprived of sufficient food, vitamins

and dental care.

Socialism is the sole means to ensure

the massive outlay of resources necessary

to redress the inequalities long suffered

by Native peoples. Based on a working-

class overthrow of capitalism through the

seizure of the banks, energy companies

and factories, the advent of a socialist

society would mark the end of production

for private profit; only then will human
need take priority. Yet. in order to trans-

form society, the working class must also

transform itself. It must become a unified

force that wields its social power both

in its own interests and on behalf of ail

the oppressed.

An impulse in that direction was

demonstrated by a section of the labour

movement in 2006. Steelworkers (USW)
Local 1005, which then represented 2,500

workers in Hamilton, sent several contin-

gents to reinforce Native protesters who
had been attacked by cops in Caledonia,

a small community in Southern Ontario.

The USW flag, along with that of the

Canadian Union of Postal Workers, was

prominently displayed at the Caledonia

occupation site.

Such acts of solidarity remain few and
far between because the bureaucratic

misleaders of the unions are wedded to

the illusion that workers and their bosses

share a common “national interest." This

outlook spells only defeat for working-

class struggles. During the 1999 Burnt

Church crisis, leaders of the Maritime
Fishermen’s Union in New Brunswick

organized a fleet of 150 boats crewed by

white fishermen to destroy Native lobster

pots in Miramichi Bay, In the aftermath,

three Native men were brutally assaulted;

one was hospitalized after he was struck

on the head with a baseball bat.

Such orgies of racist violence are the

logical outcome of the divide-and-rule

stratagems of the capitalist rulers and
their lieutenants atop the unions. And
who benefits? Only the bosses. It is the

same capitalist class that shreds the lives

continued on page 5
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Gustafsen Lake, British Columbia, 1995: Social-democratic NDP government
oversaw massive police/military operation against Native protesters.
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Ukraine...
(continuedfrom page I)

former Soviet Union emboldened the U.S.

imperialists—no longer challenged by

Soviet military might—in their depreda-

tions. On top of attempting to install pli-

ant regimes through a series of color “rev-

olutions" in former Soviet republics, the

U.S. has established bases across Central

Asia and elsewhere on Russia's periph-

ery. This military extension is aimed at

the encirclement not only of capitalist

Russia— still the world's second-largest

nuclear power—but also of China, the

largest and most powerful of the remain-

ing bureaucratically deformed workers

states.

Bourgeois Rivalries

Ukraine is politically polarized between

competing cliques of capitalist tycoons

who enriched themselves at the expense

of the working masses by grabbing the

industrial wealth that had once been col-

lectivized property in the Soviet Union.

Yanukovich's support derives from eastern

Ukraine and Crimea. His son Oleksandr,

one of the richest men in the country, has

substantia] interests in construction, bank-

ing and coal mining. Other oligarchs, with

an appetite for more European investment,

orient to the EU.

Both sides have demagogically stirred

up antagonisms between the heavily Rus-

sified and Orthodox eastern Ukraine,

where the bulk of industry is located,

and the more rural and Uniate Catholic

western Ukraine, long a breeding ground

of Ukrainian nationalism. Participants

in the recent protests in Kiev, which is

located in the center of the country, were

heavily drawn from Galicia and other

areas of western Ukraine.

Commenting on the EU's proposed

agreement with Ukraine, one Western

diplomat in Kiev bluntly admitted that

"these Association Agreements reflect a

kind of colonial attitude,” going on to note

that the deal “is far more advantageous for

European investors than it is for Ukrainian

businesses.” In fact, the real losers would
be the working people in Ukraine. A free-

trade deal with the EU would lead to mass
factory closures and layoffs, particularly

in the east, where production of steel, met-

als, railway cars and nuclear equipment is

ill-equipped to compete with industry in

Germany. It would also imperil Ukraine’s

massive oil and gas imports from Russia.

As an imperialist trade bloc domi-
nated by Germany, the EU necessarily

exploits the working classes of Europe
and oppresses its weaker, more dependent

countries. Having put the Greeks, Irish,

Portuguese, el al., on starvation rations,

Angela Merkel & Co. have no intention

of making concessions to poverty-stricken

Ukraine, with its 46 million inhabitants.

Indeed, Ukrainians were not to be given

even the alleged rights of EU member-
ship. Thus, while the capitalists would
have the right to invest and export goods
to Ukraine, its populace would have no
right to travel and work in EU countries.

Moreover, the EU agreement was tied to

an IMF loan that mandated an austerity

diet, including budget cuts and the slash-
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January 1, Kiev: Rally marking birthday of fascist cutthroat Stepan Bandera,
who led Ukrainian forces allied with Nazi Germany against the USSR during
World War li.

ing of gas and oil subsidies, without which

many would not be able to heal their

homes in the frigid winter.

As the Western slates increased their

pressure. Putin played hardball with the

Ukrainian government, threatening to

end Russian trade preferences if the EU
agreement were .signed. He later offered

concessions, including a loan of up to $1S

billion and a one-third price cut for gas.

It was an offer that the Ukrainian gov-

ernment could not afford to turn down.
While offering a temporary reprieve, the

Russian deal will not in any way put an

end to mass poverty, which is rooted in

capitalist exploitation. But the maneuver
cut the ground out from under the opposi-

tion. temporarily dissipating the protests.

Subsequently, the U.S. Senate passed a

resolution that denounced “Russian eco-

nomic coercion” and threatened Ukraine

with sanctions in the event of further state

violence against pro-EU demonstrators,

presumably including the fascists! And
now European and American spokesmen
are up in arms over laws just enacted by

Yanukovich cracking down on protests.

Nevertheless, it is widely conceded that

Putin won a victory this round, albeit one

that is financially risky. The New York

Times (17 December 2013) noted: “For

Mr. Putin, the jousting over Ukraine is

the latest of several foreign policy moves
that have served to re-establish Russia as

a counterweight to Western dominance of

world affairs." The Times also mentioned
Putin’s defiance of Washington in grant-

ing Edward Snowden temporary asylum
and his deflection of a U.S. military strike

on Syria with a proposal to eliminate Syr-

ia’s chemical weapons.

Banderaite Fascists

The fascists of Svoboda are hardly a

fringe phenomenon. In the 2012 elections,

it received over 10 percent of the vote, giv-

ing it 38 out of 450 seals in Ukraine's par-

liament. With a base in the western part

of the country, Svoboda is recognized as

part of the anti-Yanukovich coalition by

the other main opposition forces, the Udar

Available in Russian

Byulleten' Spartako\dsev Supplement
No. 20, March 2007

Why We Fought to Defend
the Soviet Union

Translated from WV Nos. 809 and 810,

12 and 26 September 2003

$1 (18 pages)

Make checks payable/mail to;

Spartacist Publishing Co.,

Box 1377 GPO, New York, NY 10116

parly led by retired boxer Vital! Klitschko

and the Fatherland coalition associated

with former prime minister Yulia Tymo-
shenko, a darling of the Western media,

who amassed a fortune in insider deals on

gas contracts and is now in prison, con-

victed of “abuse of power." (While hyp-

ocritically denouncing Putin for interfer-

ing in Ukraine's internal affairs, the EU
demanded the release of Tymoshenko as

a condition for its deal.)

Until 2004 Svoboda was called the

Social-Nationalist Party, a reference to

the National Socialism of the Nazis, and
had a swastika-like logo. That year, Svo-

boda leader lyagnibok made a notorious

speech denouncing the “Jewish-Russian

mafia" that supposedly ran Ukraine.

Svoboda maintains ties with other fas-

cist parties in Europe, like the British

National Party. In 2012, a Svoboda law-

maker said that Ukrainian-born Holly-

wood actress Mila Kunis was not a “true

Ukrainian,” calling her a “dirty Jewess."

Ukrainian nationalism has always had

a strong anti-Semitic coloration while sub-

ordinating itself to one or another greater

capitalist power. At the lime of the Octo-

ber Revolution and the civil war that fol-

lowed it, Ukrainian nationalists allied

with a series of reactionary forces against

the Bolsheviks, including the Kaiser’s

Germany, Russian White Guards and
imperialist France. Finally, the Ukrainian

nationalist Simon Petlyura, notorious for

massacres of the Jewish population in

western Ukraine, made a bloc with the

Polish nationalist Jozef Pilsudski, ceding

the western territories to Poland. This

landgrab, consolidated through the 1920

Soviet-Polish war, effectively partitioned

Ukraine, with the eastern region adhering

to the new proletarian power established

by the October Revolution.

The Ukrainian fascists later allied

with Nazi Germany. On January I of this

year, Svoboda staged a 15,000-slrong

march in Kiev to celebrate the birthday

of fascist nationalist Stepan Bandera.

Openly flaunting their fascist sympa-
thies, they sported the red-black “blood

and soil" banners carried by Bandera’s

forces. Many wore the uniforms of the

Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA). which
was founded in collaboration with the

German Wehrmacht in Soviet-occupied

western Ukraine in 1940 to fight against

the Red Army.
All wings of Ukrainian bourgeois

nationalism collaborated with Hitler

when he invaded the country In 1941. The
Nazis quickly revealed that they had little

regard for Slavic untermenschen (subhu-

mans) and even less for Ukrainian inde-

pendence; nationalist sentiment quickly

turned against the Germans. Nonetheless
the UPA. which by 1942 was dominated
by Bandera’s wing of the Organization of

Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN-B). spent

more time fighting the anti-fascist Soviet

partisans than it did German forces.

Bandera was "rehabilitated" by the Ger-
mans in 1944, by which time the Soviets

had regained control of much of eastern

Ukraine. The Nazis hoped the Ukrainian

nationalists could stop the advance of the

Red Army. Bandera set up a headquar-

ters in Berlin and oversaw the training of

Ukrainians by the Wehrmacht.

The UPA not only carried out atroci-

ties against Jews and communists but also

butchered tens of thousands of Poles. Its

all-pervasive anti-Semitism was described

in the memoirs of Mikhail Baitalsky. a

Jewish Ukrainian Trotskyist who was

imprisoned by Stalin's bureaucratic regime

in the Vorkuta labor camp, where he

encountered some of Bandera’s followers

in the 1950s. Baitalsky recounted what he

learned of the activities of the Banderaite

cutthroats in Ukraine:

"i will not .speak of the fate of the local

Jews; you can imagine what happened
to them. But Poles also lived there. The
Bandera forces butchered, one after

another, all the Poli.sh families who had
not managed to go into hiding. They
slaughtered them not with guns but vyith

sabers. They derived pleasure from hack-

ing up other peoples’ children with their

bare hands and massacring women."
—reprinted in Bulletin in Defense

ofMarxism {M&Tch 1991)

By 1947, most UPA units had escaped

into the wailing arms of Western intelli-

gence. which turned them into a guerrilla

force against the Soviets. However, by

1950 they had little in the way of oper-

ational forces in Ukraine. And in 1959,

the Soviet KGB assassinated the fascist

pig Bandera.

Ukrainian Nationalism
and Counterrevolution

The heroic victory of the Red Army
over Hitler’s Nazis set the stage for

Incorporating western Ukraine into the

USSR. Despite the presence of a para-

sitic. Russian-centered Stalinist bureauc-

racy, the planned economy of the Soviet

Union laid the basis for the advancement

of minority peoples and sharply undercut

nationalist forces. Less wealthy regions,

such as Central Asia and also Ukraine,

were economically subsidized.

However, in the period of the terminal

decline of the USSR, nationalist hatreds

and rivalries were revived, becoming
a motor force for counterrevolution. In

the mid 1980s, the policy of perestroika

(market reforms), initialed by Soviet pre-

mier Mikhail Gorbachev in an attempt

to revive the economy, spurred decen-

tralization, helping fuel the resurgence

of long-suppressed national antagonisms.

Bloody communal slaughter, such as

between Azerbaijan and Armenia, erupted.

Western imperialists, who had always

sought to undermine the USSR by inflam-

ing national divisions, encouraged the

growth of pro-capitalist “independence”
movements in the Baltics. Ukraine and
elsewhere.

Fascist groups like Pamyat in Russia
and the Banderaites in western Ukraine
began to crawl out of their rat holes. In

the name of anti-Stalinism, most of our
left opponents simply caved in to the

imperialist drive for capitalist counter-

revolution. which triumphed in 1991-92.

destroying the Soviet workers stale. These
supposed Marxists supported any and all

anti-Soviet forces, including outright fas-

cists. In 1991, International Communist
League representatives withdrew from
the editorial board of Revolutionary His-
tory. an archival publication focusing on
the Trotskyist movement. One reason was
the desire of a substantial part of the edi-

torial board to publish patently fascistic

Ukrainian nationalist material. As an
article in our British section’s newspa-
per noted: "Mikhail Baitalsky didn't hail

the Banderaites as fellow fighters in the
struggle against Stalin; we can’t be part of
an editorial board which allies with their

virtual equivalents in the Soviet Union
today" (“ICL Withdraws from Revolu-
tionary History Editorial Board." Work-
ers Hammer No. 122. April 1991).

Flirtation with tascists in the former
Soviet republics was ai I lot) common among
pseudo-Trotskyisis. The late Ernest Man-
del’s United Secretariat hailed the Estonian
Nazi "Forest Brothers" as "freedom fight-

ers" in the "struggle against Stalinism.”
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Workers Power was caught out support-

ing Yuri Butchenko, who was connected

both to Russian fascists and a scab miners

“union" in Britain. We remained true to

the Trotskyist program: upholding uncon-

ditional defense of the Soviet degenerated

workers state from imperialist attack and

the forces of internal counterrevolution

while fighting for a political revolution to

oust the Stalinist bureaucracy and restore

a regime of workers democracy and revo-

lutionary internationalism.

West, Russia Tussle
for Influence

The capitalist counterrevolution that

dismembered the Soviet Union dealt a

severe body blow to the Ukrainian econ-

omy, which had been integrated into an

all-Union economic division of labor.

Throughout the former USSR, living stan-

dards plummeted. In Ukraine, real wages

were at best only one-third of 1991 levels

in 2000 and one-half by 2002. Industrial

employment fell 50 percent between 1991

and 2001.

Lacking vital natural resources and eco-

nomically impoverished, capitalist Ukraine

is necessarily dependent on stronger capi-

talist powers. Since counterrevolution, the

Ukrainian bourgeoisie has been torn, with

some looking to the Western imperialists

and others seeking to maintain existing

trade ties with Russia. Notwithstanding

the one-sided dependence of Russia’s

economy on natural resource extraction,

the country's large nuclear arsenal gives it

great-power status. With the imperialists

trying to subvert Russian power. Poland

has worked closely with the U.S., seeking

to regain its former influence in Ukraine.

Putin has used the leverage provided

by relatively high oil prices to pursue

Russian interests in the region. The Rus-

sian bourgeoisie lords it over the minority

peoples in its own backyard, as demon-
strated by two bloody colonial-style wars

fought to subdue predominantly Muslim

Chechnya. Concerned about a possible

Canada...
(cominuedfrom page 3)

and livelihoods of workers and ensures

the continued poverty and misery of

aboriginal peoples.

Expropriate the
Capitalist Class!

The New Brunswick government has

signed a million hectares [3,861 square

miles) of the province over to SWN
Resources for seismic testing for shale

gas. If successful, the surveys will give

way to hydraulic fracturing, whereby

horizontal drilling and pressurized water

mixed with chemicals and sand fracture

the shale deep beneath the surface of the

earth to extract natural gas.

Royalties and tax revenues from the New
Brunswick shale gas industry could be as

high as $7 billion, which gives a measure of

the immense profits that the resource cor-

porations hope to extract through grinding

exploitation of the workers they may hire.

Ljbour Mast Figlit he IMha

Subscription: 4 Issues Cdn$3. US$5
Order from/pay to:

Spartacist Canada Publishing Association

Box 6867. Station A. Toronto. ON M5W 1X6

or: Spartacist Publishing Co
Box 1377 GPO. New York, NY 10116

Islamic insurgency on its southern flank,

Putin was happy to sign on to Bush Jr.’s

"war on terror" and negotiated a deal

allowing U.S. troops bound for Afghan-

istan to transit through Russia.

Gazprom, the Kremlin-controlled gas

corporation, has also been an in.strument

of Moscow’s foreign policy. Following the

2004 "Orange Revolution" that led to the

defeat of the Kremlin's favored candidate

in Ukraine. Gazprom threatened higher

prices. When the Ukrainian government

objected. Gazprom shut off the gas. Since

most Russian gas exports to Europe go by

pipeline through Ukraine, this action also

threatened the supplies of European cus-

tomers. While a compromise was reached,

prices.went up and the Russians had made
a point. Russia has also used its economic

muscle with other neighboring countries.

Thus, in an attempt to keep Moldova from

seeking closer ties with Europe. Moscow
declared a ban on imports of Moldovan

wine, one of the country’s major exports.

Russia has also sponsored its own free-

trade zone, the Eurasian Customs Union,

whose purpose Is to keep former Soviet

republics in Russia’s orbit and away from

the EU. Kazakhstan and Belarus have

joined. More recently. Armenia, which
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June 1993 rally of striking Donetsk miners in Ukraine. Slogans include:

"Nationalism Shall Not Pass!!!" Ukrainian nationalism was given huge boost
with counterrevolutionary destruction of USSR.

And it is all but certain that the impover-

ished aboriginal people of Elsipogtog will

not see a dime. This points powerfully and

logically to the Marxist program of expro-

priating the capitalist class.

Fracking is enormously unpopular in

parts of Canada and the U.S. New Bruns-

wick has seen numerous anti-fracking pro-

tests and tens of thousands of people have

signed petitions against it. As Marxists we

do not counsel the ruling class on the most

effective way to run its economy. Accord-

ingly. we take no position on fracking per

se. Like most forms of resource extraction,

fracking poses dangers and in the hands

of the profit-driven capitalist class it will

be carried out in the most destructive and

short-sighted way possible.

But we do. vehemently, defend aborigi-

nal peoples against the predatory resource

companies and demand that they receive

generous compensation for any depri-

vation of land or disruption of activity,

based on completely consensual agree-

ment. So long as the productive wealth of

society remains in the hands of the capi-

talist class, technological progress comes

at the expense of workers, the oppressed

and pretty much everything on earth. It

will take a workers revolution to uproot

the system of capitalist exploitation for

profit. A workers government will inau-

gurate a centrally planned economy under

which the techniques of modern science

will harness vast productive wealth in the

service of human need.

This outlook is alien to the reformist

left. In their statement "Solidarity with

Elsipogtog Against Fracking.” the Inter-

national Socialists (I.S.) declare: “Despite

the possibility, and urgent need, of clean

energy alternative [sicl. fracking and tar

sands are destroying the earth" (socialist,

ca, 19 October). Nowhere does this article

so much as mention capitalism, socialism

or even the w<>rking class. The "cco-

sooalism" pushed by the I.S. offers no

road forward for Native peoples.

So too the Fightback group. They call

to "Support the New Brunswick Mi'kmaq

Anti-Fracking Protests" (marxist.ca. 2l

October), but this must be weighed against

their support last spring to a strike by

the notoriously racist prison guards in

Alberta, where Native people comprise

40 percent of all prisoners. Starting from

a perspective of unshakable loyally to the

pro-capitalist NDP, Fightback bemoans

the New Democrats’ "law and order"

attack on the Native protesters because it

will "damage the NDP in New Brunswick

and across Canada." Far from an aberra-

tion, Fightback’s beloved NDP has a long

record of backing state repression against

Native protesters. In 1995, for example,

an NDP government in B.C. [British

Columbia) oversaw one of the most mas-

sive domestic RCMP/military operations

in Canadian history against Native pro-

testers at Gustafsen Lake.

Labour Must Champion All

the Oppressed!

Mobilizing workers to fight for the

rights of the besieged Native population

is central to our struggle to build a mul-

tiracial revolutionary workers party. This

perspective entails breaking workers from

the social-democratic politics of the NDP
and its left appendages. Such a parly

would be a tribune of the people, fighting

all manifestations of capitalist barbarism

and exposing the workings of the capital-

ist system for all to see. The Trotskyist

League/Ligue Trotskystc intervenes into

social struggles with the understanding

that because of its role in production the

working class uniquely has the power and

class interest to give leadership to all those

who suffer under the capitalist order.

In cases where Native people have a

land base, we call on the working class

to defend such political autonomy as they

have wrested from governments, includ-

ing the right to govern their land and

control its resources. Further, we demand
the immediate abolition of the racist

Indian Act and that the police, courts

and stale "welfare" agencies keep off the

rescrve> and other Native land.

depends on Russia for military defense,

has come on board. Membership was

offered to Ukraine in a counter to the EU
association agreement. However. Putin

has dropped this proposal for the time

being, no doubt aware that it would not fly

in much of Ukraine, particularly the west.

Almost two decades ago the ICL dis-

cussed slogans pointing to the future nec-

essary socialist revolutions in the various

nascent capitalist countries that arose in

the territory of the former USSR. In "On
Slogans Regarding the Former Soviet

Union” (WV No. 614, 13 January 1995).

we observed: “The breakup of the Soviet

Union has revealed a situation of consid-

erable interpenetration of peoples and of

economic production units which were

inherited from and geared to a (bureau-

cratically) centralized planned economy.

Thus in a number of regions (particu-

larly eastern Ukraine, Crimea, northern

Kazakhstan) a democratic resolution of

the national question cannot be achieved

except through a socialist federation or

federations of workers stales transcend-

ing national boundaries.” The article

pointed to the dangers inherent in any

union of vastly unequal partners, such as

Russia and other former Soviet republics,

stressing that such federations must be

voluntary.

Where will the population of eastern

Ukraine go in the aftermath of proletarian

revolution: with Russia, western Ukraine,

a socialist federation linking them or some

other variant? The answer depends very

much on the course of future class strug-

gle. But what is clear is that the future

under capitalism is bleak for the working

masses of Ukraine. Russia and elsewhere

in the former USSR. The crucial task is to

forge Leninist-Trolskyist parties that will

wage a thoroughgoing struggle against ail

manifestations of nationalism and great-

power chauvinism as part of patient but

persistent propaganda aimed at winning

the proletariat to the program of interna-

tional socialist revolution

Native people need access to jobs at

union wages and massive education, health

and housing programs, including the pro-

vision of clean water and electricity. The
capitalist rulers will never provide such

nece.ssities. A fighting labour movement
would not only use its power to champion

Native rights; it would lake concrete steps

such as aggressive union-run recruitment

and training programs. Such programs

would be a first step toward breaking the

cycle of unemployment and social mar-

ginalization. Labour must also be mobi-

lized against acts of racist slate terror to

make it clear that Native people do not

stand alone in their struggles.

The struggles of workers and oppressed

minorities will go forward together or fall

back separately. That was demonstrated

vividly over lOO years ago when Native

people were integrated into the strategic

longshore workforce in British Columbia.

One of the earliest West Coast longshore

unions north of the 49th parallel was
organized by Native workers in 1906. The
union united aboriginal. British. Hawai-

ian and black workers; its hall was on a

reserve. Today, amid a rising tide of Native

protest, the Trotskyist League fights to

revive and carry forward that tradition

with the program of workers revolution.

* * *

WV Update: Since the article reprinted

above was first published, the racist stale

vendetta against the Native protesters in

Rexton has continued. Three more peo-

ple were recently arrested on trumped-up

charges including mischief and intimi-

dation. Among those originally jailed on
October I7. Germain Breau was hit with

an additional 15 charges and remains

behind bars. Breau and Aaron Francis,

who faces 16 charges, have pleaded not

guilty and not yet been tried. James
Piclou and Coady Stevens were released

from jail, but only after pleading guilty

and receiving probation, with Piclou also

fined and under house arrest. Drop all

the charges now!
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From Maoism to Trotskyism

1968 Democratic Party
Convention, Chicago:
Leftists wave flag of

Vietnamese National
Liberation Front
in protest against
Democrats' dirty

colonial war (left).

Spartacist banner at

1973 anti-Vietnam War
protest in Washington,
D.C. (right). Spartacist
was for military victory

of NLF forces but gave
no political support to

the Stalinists.
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In 1968. a massive movement of radical

students in the U.S. was attracted to Mao-
ism. By 1972, the movement had already

ruptured and was rapidly dissipating. What
happened?

We print below an edited presentation

by comrade Bruce M.. who was a Maoist

student activist and member of the Com-
munist Working Collective (CWC) in Los
Angeles during this period. The CWC
eventually consolidated around a Trotsky-

ist analysis and program, fusing with the

Spartacist League in 1971. At a Spartacus

Youth Club Forum at City College of New
York on November 20. Bruce described

his journey from Maoism to Trotskyism.

* * *

I want to touch on three areas. The first

is: Why in the late 1960s, during a period

of massive youth radicalization. were so

many young people attracted to Maoism, a

variant of Stalinism? The second is: How
U.S. Maoism reached its terminal crisis,

based on its own inherent contradictions.

The third is: Maoist ideology is every bit

Stalinist and proud of it. But Maoism has

its own doctrine, which different Mao-
ist groups pick and choose from. So I'll

mention just a few of the central pillars

of Maoist doctrines and show that, for all

its occasional militancy, Mao-thought is

Stalinist class collaborationism. a term

that means subordinating the interests of

the working class lo the capitalist class

enemy.

There is a kind of murkiness on what a

social class is. particularly when you deal

with Maoists. Marxists look at it in terms

of not who is richer than who else and

who is meaner than who else, but in terms

of actual social relations. The capitalists

own the means of production {the facto-

ries. the banks, the mines, etc.) as their

private property, Workers, proletarians.

can own their clothes and so on, but they

own nothing in terms of productive prop-

erty. Instead, they have to sell their ability

to work every day. They go to work and

they gel paid wages at the lowest possible

level that the capitalists can get away with

paying, and that's where the boss makes
his profits.

As for the petty-bourgeois strata—and

there are a lot of them—there are peas-

ants in the Third World, there are intellec-

tuals. shopkeepers, managers and so on.

The petty-bourgeois strata stand between

the capitalists and proletarians, with no

independent power. It is not about who
is more oppressed or has more reason to

hate this horrible, violent, racist capitalist

society. It's about who has the power to

lead all the others who have an interest

in getting rid of capitalism, to establish a

society where there isn’t any exploitation.

Only the proletariat has the social power
and historic interest to lead this revolu-

tionary struggle.

Student Radicals Look to China

In the mid 1960s. coming out of the

failure of the civil rights movement to

challenge capitalism (due to its liberalism

and orientation to the Democratic Party),

followed by the embrace of "black power”

by young black militants breaking with

liberalism, the provocations against the

Cuban Revolution by Democratic Party

administrations, the escalation of the

imperialist war in Vietnam (also by the

Democrats), the draft and the backing

of the Vietnam War by the liberal estab-

lishment. the growing student protest

movement radicalized. In the late 1960s,

during the height of student radicalism

and black militancy, the bulk of student

radicals considered themselves Maoists or

were sympathetic to Maoism. The mass
radical student organization. Students for

a Democratic Society (SDS). came to be

dominated by Maoist ideology.

So why were radicals attracted to

Stalinism a decade after the Soviet lead-

ership itself had attempted to disassoci-

ate from Stalin? Further, the Soviets sup-

plied North Vietnam with the vast bulk

of its military hardware. Ho Chi Minh,
the North Vietnamese leader most identi-

fied with the Vietnamese anti-imperialist

struggle, clearly had a tight relationship

with Moscow. Why. then, were those sup-

porting the Vietnamese struggle attracted

to Chmese Stalinism?

Well. I think you have lo put it in the

context of the time. This was the era of

detente between the U.S. and the USSR.
For example. I was told in junior high
school that the danger of nuclear war had
receded. For their pan, the Soviets pro-

claimed that detente was the realization

of "peaceful coexistence” with imperial-

ism. the goal of all of their foreign policy.

Behind all this was that the U.S. bour-
geoisie temporarily saw the main danger
as the spread of revolution in Asia.

The 1917 Russian Revolution had brought

the working class to power. But in 1923-

24. a bureaucratic layer headed by Sta-

lin usurped political power in a political

counterrevolution, The bureaucracy rested

on and derived its privileges from the

proletarian property forms of the Soviet

degenerated workers slate; the gains of the

revolution had been betrayed but not over-

thrown. Against VI. Lenin and the Bol-

sheviks' program of world socialist revolu-

tion, Stalin’s theory of building "socialism
in one country" expressed the nationally

limited interests of the Kremlin bureauc-
racy. It would be used lime and again to

justify their endless search for a treacher-
ous rapprochement with imperialism.

By the mid 1960s. leftward-moving
American students saw the Soviet lead-

ership mainly as seeking a partnership

Mao sealed anti-Soviet alliance with President Richard Nixon at 1972 meeting in Beijing, while U.S. imperialists rained
terror on Vietnamese Revolution.

Recollections of a Participant
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with U.S. imperialism. Following a period

of upheaval in the colonial world—the

Cuban Revolution, the Algerian independ-

ence struggle, turmoil in Latin Amer-

ica. now revolution in Vietnam—Soviet

espousal of ‘'peaceful coexistence” was

rightly condemned as attempting to concil-

iate American imperialism at the expense

of insurgent colonial peoples. The Soviet

bureaucracy offered nothing to those

attempting to fight racial oppression and

injustice in the U.S.

The Soviet Union seemed gray, bureau-

cratic. antiquated and anti-revolutionary.

Inspiration came from the Vietnamese Rev-

olution, a guerrilla struggle deeply popu-

lar among the peasants in the countryside,

echoing other anti-colonial struggles of

the time. Antiwar students saw it as the

people taking on the imperialist colossus.

And it was led by a hard Stalinist party.

Radicals, therefore, drew a false distinc-

tion: between Third World Stalinism,

which appeared to offer an ideological

framework to take on imperialism, and

the Stalinism of the Soviet Union. Young

radicals thought that Vietnam and China

proved that Stalinism provided a revolu-

tionary program.

ril show you the first radical newspaper

that I got. and this was the one that con-

vinced me to be a radical. It was published

by a group in the Bay Area. The headline

reads. "Vietnam; The Fight for Freedom.”

And you open it up, and on the inside you

read, "We Will Win” [see poster, lop right

on this page].

I looked at that and said. "That’s it. I’m

with them.”

Now, there’s a bit of irony here. The

Soviets were supplying the weapons that

the guy’s holding up. But what we saw

in it was armed popular struggle, and

that was not the doctrine of the USSR.

Vietnam appeared to vindicate Maoism

and "People’s War.” that is. the idea of a

peasant-guerrilla road to power.

Mao’S Brief Period of

Radical Rhetoric

Capitalist rule was overthrown in

China as the result of the 1949 Revolu-

tion. a victory for the world’s working

class and oppressed. But the Stalinist-led

peasant-based revolution resulted in a

workers state that was deformed from

its inception, ruled by a nationally

self-interested bureaucracy that was fun- .

damentally similar to the Russian Stalin-

ist bureaucracy.

Early in the 1960s was the Sino-Soviet

split, the total growing apart and antipa-

thy between China and the USSR. And for

each bureaucracy, “socialism in one coun-

try” meant the promotion of its national

bureaucratic caste at the other’s expense,

[For more on the Spariacists’ opposition to

both sides in the Sino-Soviet split and our

call for workers political revolution to oust

the bureaucracies while defending the col-

lectivized economies, see "Bureaucracy

and Revolution in Moscow and Peking,”

Spartacist No. 3. January-February 1965.)

Following Mao Zedong's disastrous

"Great Leap Forward" campaign in 1958-

60, in which Mao’s policies brought China

to the brink of starvation. China portended

to be a drain on Soviet aid. The Soviets

in turn saw the U.S.’s fear of revolutions

around the world as an opening for an

alliance with the U.S. China rightly sus-

pected that the Soviets might sell them

out to the imperialists.

And this initiated a period of Chinese

propagandistic militancy and attacks on

Soviet "revisionist” collaboration with the

U.S. Mao announced that the USSR had

been "revisionist” and "social imperial-

ist" ever since 1956, although neither he

nor anyone else seemed to have noticed

in 1956. So the duality of "non-aligned”

peoples allied with progressive China

against the U.S. and USSR was set' up.

The Chinese rhetorical left turn in the

mid 1960s was brief and transitory. But it

coincided with the politicization of radi-

cal students.

Cultural

Revolution,
1967; Mao
used student
Red Guards in

intra-bureaucratic

power fight.

bourgeoisies. And the argumentation

kind of went like this: Mao said that the

fundamental contradiction in the world

is between U.S. imperialism and the

oppressed nations and peoples. So the

anti-imperialist united front was sort of

modeled on Mao’s portrayal of the Chi-

nese revolution. The idea was that the

world "countryside”—the oppressed peo-

ples of the world—would surround and

strangle the world "cities," i.e.. the impe-

rialist powers.

And it seemed pretty left, but it denied

the primacy of class contradictions. The

Maoist goal was not revolutions around

the world to overturn class exploitation,

but rather an international bloc of “pro-

gressive peoples” to thwart imperialist

the disastrous Great Leap Forward. Some

wanted to patch things up with the Soviets.

Mao wanted to avoid conflict with the U.S.

For Mao. “self-reliance" meant noninter-

ference with U.S. imperialism and verbal

anti-imperialism.

The Spartacist League wrote in The

Stalin School of Falsification Revisited

(1975): "In brief the Cultural Revolution

was an attempt to mobilize the masses to

create the material conditions for Chi-

nese great-power politics on the basis

of national messianic fervor. To do this,

the Maoists had to purp an increasingly

conservative and self-interested admin-

istrative bureaucracy." Polarizing Chi-

nese society along the wrong lines, Mao

turned the Chinese Army and subjec-

vilU Win

lively revolutionary youth, who believed

they were fighting bureaucratism, against

workers defending their standard of liv-

ing and Mao’s bureaucratic opponents.

(On the Spartacist League’s opposi-

tion to both bureaucratic factions, see

“Maoism Run Amok.” Spartacist No. 8,

November-December 1966.]

But none of that story got out. The

Cultural Revolution had a huge impact

on New Leftists in the West. Foreign

radicals were impressed with the official

Chinese line that the masses of Chinese

people, led by Red Guard student radicals

not different from themselves, were being

mobilized against “capitalist roaders” in

order to keep China on the "socialist

road” and to keep "the people" in power.

This appeared to be the Chinese people

taking their destiny into their own hands

on a gigantic scale, and it was all being

led by Mao. giving a worldwide boost to

his authority.

Maoist appeal in the late 1960s was

based on a specific time-limited conjunc-

ture. The Vietnamese Revolution appeared

to vindicate China’s short period of radi-

cal rhetoric, during the spell after China’s

break with the Soviet Union, but prior to

its alliance with the U.S. Confronted by

imminent danger from the U.S., China

attempted an "anti-imperialist” alliance

with the Third World bourgeoisies.

Mao’s Alliance with

U.S. Imperialism

So what brought U.S. Maoism to a

crisis? There were basically two factors:

The abject failure of attempts to apply

Maoist strategy to the U.S.. and also the

abject failure of Mao’s diplomatically left

period, leading to an abrupt right turn.

Both demonstrate the complete useless-

ness of Maoism as a revolutionary doc-

trine. By 1971, before Nixon’s trip to

China, U.S. Maoism was already at a

complete dead end. in utter crisis. When
Mao’s left period failed. Chinese policy

flipped into an overt embrace of U.S.

imperialism. But even in its period of

isolation and consequent militancy. Mao’s

doctrine was always constructed with

class collaborationism at its foundation

[see "Chinese Menshevism." Spartacist

No. 15-16. April-May 1970].

There were a series of Chinese pol-

icy disasters. The biggest disaster was in

1965. in Indonesia. Indonesia’s Commu-
nist Party (PKI), a Maoist party, was the

biggest Communist parly in the world not

holding state power. Beijing supported

the PKI’s bloc with Indonesian presi-

dent Sukarno and the allegedly "anti-

imperialist” bourgeoisie at all costs. With

Mao’s direct backing, the PKI saw its task

as a “bloc of four clas.ses”—which means

unity of the workers, peasants, urban petty

bourgeoisie and national bourgeoisie—
leading to "New Democracy,” Mao’s term

for the coalition regime with the “progres-

sive" capitalists that supposedly repre.senis

the first stage in Stalinist two-stage the-

ory (more on that later).

PKI chairman D.N. Aidil wrote in 1964:

"The character of the Indonesian revolu-

tion at the present time is bourgeois demo-

cratic and not proletarian socialist." With

CIA aid, the supposedly "progressive”

national bourgeoisie massacred the party.

continued on page H

China was utterly isolated worldwide at

the lime. With his utopian “self-reliance"

variant of socialism in one country, Mao
attempted to rhetorically inspire popu-

lar nationalist movements in the world to

erode the Russian and U.S. power blocs.

So I'm going to show you an example of

Chinese left rhetoric from that period. This

is by Mao in 1970, toward the tail end

of their left period, and it’s tilled "Peo-

ple of the World. Unite and Defeat the

U.S. Aggressors and All Their Running

Dogs!” We were inspired by passages

such as this:

"A weak nation can defeat a strong, a

small nation can defeat a big. The people

of a small country can certainly defeat

aggression by a big country, if only they

dare to rise and struggle, dare to take up

arms and grasp in their own hands the

destiny of their country. This is a law of

history.”

Mao also wrote this:

"While massacring the people in other

countries. U.S. imperialism is slaughter-

ing the white and black people in its own
country. Nixon’s fascist atrocities have

kindled the raging flames of the revo-

lutionary mass movement in the United

States. The Chinese people firmly sup-

port the revolutionary struggle of the

American people. I am convinced that

the American people who are fighting

valiantly will ultimately win victory and

that the fascist rule in the United States

will inevitably be defeated.” (ihid.)

There are a couple of little ironies there.

The first irony is that less than two years

after this pamphlet was written. Mao
Zedong would be shaking hands with

“fascist” Nixon, sealing an alliance against

the Soviet Union. The other irony is that

this passage is one of the very few, less

than a handful, of things Mao ever wrote

about the U.S., attempting to give any

direction to revolutionaries in America.

So this left turn, what it meant diplo-

matically, was China attempting to form a

worldwide “anti-imperialist united front”

among what was called “non-aligned”

—

with the U.S. or USSR—“progressive”

Poster inside 6
1969 radical c

bullying, viewing the world as a giant

conflict of small vs. big. "Unite all who

can be united”—their terminology—in an

alliance that included the capitalist rulers

of weak semi-colonial powers who exploit

and repress their own peoples. We will see

later what this meant when the oppressed

in these countries rebelled against their

own “progressive” oppressors.

This view was appealing to New Left-

ists who themselves interpreted blacks and

other minorities as constituting internal

colonies of the U.S.. rather than viewing

black oppression as rooted in the system

of capitalist class exploitation. These left-

ists thought the “primary contradiction”

between the U.S. and the oppressed peo-

ples held for inside the U.S. too.

Mao’s Great Proletarian Cultural

Revolution: Neither Proletarian,

nor Cultural, nor a Revolution

About the Cultural Revolution in 1966:

First I’ll tell you the real story. By 1965,

Mao's “anti-imperialist united front” was

failing. A conservative wing of the Chinese

bureaucracy, Mao’s opponents, wanted to

abandon the failing "world anti-imperialist

united front” and pursue more pragmatic

policies in response to the consequences of

newspaper
showing

Vietnamese
fighter. Mt
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From Maoism
to Trotskyism...
(continuedfrom page 7)

exterminating it. Over one million peo-

ple were killed. When the “democratic”

generals struck, the party was politically

disarmed and militarily unprepared. This

was two-stage theory at work.

Meanwhile, coups overthrew Chinese

“progressive" allies in Africa. Chinese

diplomacy could not replace the eco-

nomic ties that bound the semicolonial

bourgeoisies to the U.S.

By 1968. the Cultural Revolution itself

was at a stalemate and Mao called a halt.

Mao began looking for a different sort of

alliance. In the meantime. Mao put China

in direct service to bourgeois rule in coun-

tries that he sought as allies. Mao directly

supported the regime in Ceylon (now Sri

Lanka), a leader in the “non-aligned"

Third World, in its bloody suppression of a

1971 rural-based youth uprising inspired,

in fact, by ideas akin to Maoist concepts of

People's War. [For more on Mao's betray-

als in Indonesia, Ceylon, and other neo-

colonial countries, see China's Alliance

with U.S. Imperialism. Spartacus Youth

League pamphlet. 1976.)

And after 1971. Chinese propaganda

openly supported the imperialist NATO
military alliance against so-called "Soviet

social imperialism.” None of this was lost

on the imperialists. Far-sighted Ameri-

can politicians such as Henry Kissinger

already saw that, even though the U.S.

was losing in Vietnam, there weren’t going

to be “two. three, many Vietnams." U.S.

rulers again viewed the Soviet Union, and

not China, as the main threat. Time for a

U.S. shift in alliances. In February 1972.

as the U.S. was bombing Vietnam, Nixon

was welcomed in Beijing. Nixon's trip hit

the U.S. Maoist movement like a hand

grenade. But Maoism in the U.S. was
already in crisis.

American Maoism
at a Dead End

In the second half of the 1960s. simul-

taneously as Students for a Democratic

Society was growing on the campuses,

the ghettos seethed with rage and the

Black Panther Party was growing. There

was a ubiquitous sense on college cam-

puses that, if the struggle was conducted

correctly in the U.S.. a revolution could

happen. Revolution was conceived as

a Vietnam-Panthers-students axis with

China providing the guidance. By 1969.

all major factions of SDS considered

themselves Maoist. The Panthers quoted

Mao's Red Book.

But the Panthers, who attracted the

Bettmann

Jakarta, October 1965: Chinese student victimized during roundup of Commu-
nists. More than a million Communists, workers, peasants and ethnic Chinese
were massacred by Indonesian military, Islamic fundamentalists in 1965-66.

best of radicalized black youth, rejected

the organized working class as the agent

of black freedom and revolution. Instead,

they looked to black unemployed ghetto

youth to be the vanguard of struggle.

However, the lumpen poor, removed

from the means of production, have no

real social power. When the government

launched its campaign of systematic

assassinations, police raids, frame-ups

and imprisonment of the Panthers, the

ghettos did not rise up in their defense.

The organized working class, dismissed

by the Panthers as "bought off." remained

passive. The Panthers came up against the

dead end of their lumpen-vanguard strat-

egy Isee “What Strategy for Black Liber-

ation? Trotskyism vs. Black Nationalism."

Marxist Bulletin No. 5 (Revised). 1994|.

SDS came up against the dead end of

student vanguardism. In 1968. a nation-

wide general strike brought France to a

standstill, posing a prerevolutionary situ-

ation and demonstrating the power of the

working class. In 1969 there was a Gen-

eral Electric strike in the U.S.. which had

wide active appeal among young leftists.

Meanwhile, the very success of the

wave of sri/denr strikes demonstrated their

impotence: They closed down campuses

all over the country; the war didn't end.

racism didn't relent and student militancy

remained isolated on the campuses. Young

Maoists entered a profound ideological

crisis. All wings saw that the revolution

required formulating strategy and pro-

gram. And it was here that Mao's strategy

of the countryside surrounding the cities

offered no direction whatsoever. On top of

this. Mao wrote almost nothing, as I men-

tioned, on the U.S. or any advanced capi-

talist country. An American Maoist could

say "People of the world unite against U.S.

imperialism," but what was he supposed
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to do? The character of the coming Amer-

ican revolution became a central question

placed before young radicals.

The vast and utterly heterogeneous

Maoist movement became increasingly

polarized around the question: “Will the

American revolution be a one-stage rev-

olution or a two-stage revolution?” Those

with impulses toward revolutionism or

opportunism aligned themselves along

these poles.

A one-stage revolution can only mean
a working-class revolution to end capital-

intervene in SDS with huge effect. They

had a proletarian orientation, but from a

Stalinist reformist framework. The most

important of them wa.s Progressive Labor

Party (PL). In the 1969 SDS split, which

was polarized by PL’s crude orientation

to the proletariat, the Spartacist League

critically supported PL’s wing. The issue

of proletarian centrality was a principled,

decisive question. Within the PL wing of

SDS. the Spartacists argued that a proletar-

ian revolutionary perspective could only be

implemented through a Trotskyist program.

Maoists in Search of a

Revolutionary Program
Another old-style Stalin-Stalinist-Maoist

organization, the California Communist

League, recruited a bunch of SDSers at

my school. They initialed a hard-fought

split in our high school SDS over the

issues of one-stage revolution and prole-

tarian orientation. Soon after that split,

these kids broke with the California Com-
munist League. They were criticizing Sta-

lin, but from a Maoist perspective. These

pro-working-class, former SDS kids be-

came the younger component of the Com-
munist Working Collective (CWC), which

congealed with a perspective of regroup-

ing a Leninist party out of the Maoist

milieu, with an orientation toward a one-

stage workers revolution. Through intense

theoretical examination, the CWC (which

I was a member oO would eventually be

won to Trotskyism and fused with the

Spartacist League in 1971.

Helena Hermes

Paris, May 1966: 800,000 workers at protest called by CGT union federation,

led by Communist Party. Prerevolutionary situation showed power of working
class, but was betrayed by Stalinist misleaders.

ism and move immediately into a collec-

tivized society, which can only mean the

class dictatorship of the proletariat. The

working class would mobilize all those

oppressed and ravaged by vicious, racist,

imperialist capitalism to establish a work-

ers government that would transition at

the speediest possible pace into a socialist

order. Maoist “one-stagers” were moving

in the direction of this approach.

Two-stage revolution assumed an inter-

mediate stage, a coalition government of

all “revolutionary" forces—that is. a multi-

class government that would somehow
administer capitalism without imperialism

and oppression—preparing for socialism at

some future stage. This conception embod-

ied the ideological core of reformism: that

the stale can serve the interests of more
than one social class. It was an application

to America of Mao's "bloc of fourclasses,"

New Democracy (which I'll discuss later).

In practice, it has to mean an incremental

approach of attempting to mobilize any

and every social layer to pressure the lib-

erals. who in turn look to the capitalist rul-

ers to implement a government that more
represents “the people." To one-stagen». the

task of a revolutionary parly was to fight

to build class consciousness in the wtirking

class and lead it to power, not to seek ongo-

ing multi-class blocs.

In this context, older hard Sfa/m- Stalinist

organizations, which cared little for Mao
thought but called themselves Maoist
because Mao upheld Stalin, were able to

The anii-PL wing ofSDS called it.self the

Revolutionary Youth Movement (RYM).
However, after the nationwide SDS split,

a student orientation was no longer con-

sidered tenable by anyone. If not students,

then what force could bring social change?
RYM advanced a petty-bourgeois notion of

struggle by sectors: the Vietnamese would
fight for their liberation. U.S. blacks for

theirs, women for theirs. Latinos for theirs,

etc. The workers could fight for theirs,

too, but they were not seen as the central

agency to accomplish social change.

The inclusive amorphous student move-
ment disintegrated. Out of it came mutu-
ally competing, organizationally hard
Maoist formations with different twists.

They would all use Maoist ideology to try

to win a “mass” base. There also arose

a nationwide array of Maoist collectives

and study groups coming up against

similar questions on revolutionary strat-

egy—reading Mao's writings and trying

to find what wasn't there. Those orienting

toward opportunism and those seeking a

working-class revolutionary orientation

all searched Mao's works looking for

ammunition against each other. The right-

wing Maoists had more luck finding it.

One of the hard formations that

en\ergod at that time was Bob Avakian’s

Revolutionary Union (later the Revolu-
tionary Communist Parly) which con-
gealed around Mao’s two-stage strategy.

They look directly from Mao the strategic

united troni- “unite the many to defeat
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the few”—to apply the anti-imperialist

coalition to the U.S. What that meant was:

Now, “People's Unity of all those against

imperialist policies." socialism later. Free-

dom Road Socialist Organization also has

its origins in the right-wing, two-stage

strategy of late 1960s/early 1970s Maoism.

Thus before Nixon’s trip to China in

1972. U.S. Maoism was in intense ferment

and self-evaluation, polarizing on left-

right lines. But Nixon’s trip cemented an

anti-Soviet alliance between Mao’s China

and the butchers of Vietnam. Now Mao-

ists had to defend that.

When Nixon’s trip was announced in

the summer of 1971. that is to say. when he

accepted China’s invitation to come, the

CWC was already Trotskyist and in fusion

negotiations with the Spartacist League.

We were intervening in the Maoist milieu,

predicting a right turn in Chinese policy

and arguing that these Maoists could

not be revolutionaries unless they exam-

ined Trotskyism. After 1972. those who
remained Maoists, lining up behind U.S.

imperialism against the USSR, underwent

a corrosive process that made them differ-

ent political animals than the subjective

anti-imperialists they had been.

In fact, our pamphlet China's Alliance

with V.S. Imperialism opens with this;

"There comes a point at which every sup-

porter of a Stalinist organization, if he

is to remain organizationally loyal, must

abandon the values and attitudes which

drew him to revolutionary politics in the

first place.” Maoists were now apologists

for China’s alliance with U.S. imperial-

ism. In the coming years many simply left

politics. Many former Maoists who didn’t

want to leave politics were recruited by

the SL in the early 1970s.

Beginning in 1974, China militarily

aided U.S. and apartheid South African

forces in Angola against Cuban- and

Soviet-supported forces. This was overt,

direct military aid to counterrevolution.

It was impossible to defend this while

maintaining any revolutionary impulses.

Bob Avakian defended it.

After Mao’s death and the triumph

of the “market socialist” wing of the

bureaucracy, most remaining Maoist

groups conveniently broke with Beijing,

becoming eclectic reformist “Marxist-

Leninists” who declared that China was

now capitalist. This was simply evasion.

There had been no objective change in

the class structure of Chinese society.

But calling China capitalist fit well for

those not wanting to be held accountable

for China. And it smoothed the way for

alliances with anti-communist liberals.

The Maoists of today refuse to defend

the Chinese deformed workers state, and

they support whatever forces in the world

they can concoct as battling imperialism

at any given moment “to unite the many
to defeat the few.” This can only lead to

betrayal. It is the task of Trotskyism, and

no other tendency, to construct an inter-

nationalist Leninist party, part of a revo-

lutionary international world party to lead

socialist revolutions around the world.

In the early 1970s, Maoists sought to

avoid political contradictions facing them

by following Mao’s dictum to immerse

themselves among the people like a fish

in the sea. They went deep into low-level

trade-union work. Most were never heard

from again. Some became union bureau-

crats. Some emerged as Democratic Party

politicians.

Mao’S New Democracy vs.

Trotsky’s Permanent Revolution

I want to just mention a couple points

on Maoist ideology. When we were Mao-
ists. the Avakianites were, in fact, right

against us: Two-stage theory is the core of

Maoism. It is woven into the very fabric

of Mao’s writings. For Maoists, socialist

demands are always for later and now is

always the “democratic” stage.

When Maoists seek arguments against

Trotskyism, they read Stalin, not Mao. So.

according to the Stalinist construct, Trotsky

July 1917 demonstration in

Petrograd. Banners read: “Down With

the Capitalist Ministers! All Power
to the Soviets of Workers’, Soldiers’

and Peasants' Deputies!” and “Long
Live Socialism!” Inset: First issue of

journal of Communist International,

founded in 1919 to advance cause of

world proletarian revolution.
VAAP

was against the peasantry, he wanted to skip

stages, etc. That’s what you were told. When
we in the CWC read Trotsky’s Results and

Prospects [1906] and The Permanent Rev-

olution [1930], it turned our world upside

down. As revolutionary-minded Maoists,

we had been looking in the wrong place for

an alternative to revisionism. Our fellow

left-wing Maoists were making the same

mistake, because they refused to exam-

ine and break with Stalin. But class col-

laborationism is embedded in Stalinism.

Maoism was simply a variant of two-stage

Stalinism.

We wrote in “From Maoism to Trotsky-

ism” {Marxist Bulletin No. 10, 1971); “If

it could be shown, however, that the ‘two

stage’ theory did not apply even to the

most backward of countries—countries

bound hand and fool to foreign imperial-

ism without even so much as a democratic

land reform—then the (Maoist] theory

would fall of its own weight for the rest

of the world.”

Trotsky’s theory ofpermanent revolution

solved the riddle plaguing revolutionary-

minded Maoists trying to both forge a

strategy in the advanced capitalist coun-

tries and support anti-imperialist revo-

lutions in semicolonial countries under

imperialist subjugation. Trotsky noted

that the weak and dependent bourgeoisies

in backward countries are tightly bound

with both precapitalist forms of oppres-

sion and with imperialist interests. There-

fore. they cannot be a force for agrarian

revolution and national emancipation. The

victory of the revolution is only possible

if waged against the national bourgeoisie.

What classes, then, are making this

revolution? The peasantry, numerically

the largest oppressed class in certain

countries, occupies an intermediate social

position between the bourgeoisie and pro-

letariat. Furthermore, the peasantry is so

heterogeneous—divided between rich

peasants and poor peasants, propertied

peasants and landless peasants—that it is

incapable of taking an independent role.

To galvanize the power of its numbers in

a concerted way. it must follow the lead

of either the bourgeoisie or the proletariat.

A victorious revolution is possible only in

the form of the dictatorship of the prole-

tariat. supported by the peasantry.

While carrying out democratic tasks

and land distribution, the proletarian state

must inevitably move against the right to

bourgeois property, that is. expropriate

the capitalists’ holdings. Thus the rev-

olution directly passes over to socialist

tasks, without pausing at any arbitrary

“stages.” In the era of imperialism, there

aren’t going to be revolutions that stop

at bourgeois-democratic tasks: feudalist

social relations and other precapitalist

holdovers are interpenetrated with and held

in place by modern capitalism. They will

be overthrown only by socialist revolution.

So let’s talk about Mao’s “New Democ-

racy.” New Democracy is the coalition

that is to be brought to power as the out-

come of colonial revolution. For Maoists,

New Democracy is the unassailable for-

tress, the goal of revolution in the colo-

nial world and the key to achieving it.

Let me give you Mao’s definition—I’ll

let the Great Helmsman speak for him-

self: A socialist republic, Mao wrote in

On New Democracy (1940). is “not yet

suitable for the revolutions in colonial

and semi-colonial countries. Therefore

a third form of state must be adopted by

revolutions in colonial and semi-colonial

countries during a given historical period,

namely, the new-democratic republic.”

Further, Mao writes:

“The multifarious types of state system

in the world can be reduced to three basic

kinds according to the class character of

their political power: (1) republics under

bourgeois dictatorship; (2) republics

under the dictatorship of the proletariat;

and (3) republics under the joint dicta-

torship of several revolutionary classes....

The third kind is the transitional form of

state to be adopted in revolutions in colo-

nial and semi-colonial countries.”

The New Democratic revolution, "with

Reply «o lAe Gaordlan.

The Stalin School oi Falsilication

Revisited .The Stalin School ol

Falsilication Revisited.The S
talm

School of Falsification Revisited*

The Stalin School of Falsification^

its central task of combating foreign

imperialism and domestic feudalism, is

a bourgeois-democratic revolution and

not yet a sociali.st revolution which aims

at the overthrow of capitalism.” So this

coalition of all progressive classes will

be the New Democratic state. What are

the criteria for joining the coalition?

“No matter what classes, parlies or indi-

viduals in the oppressed nations join the

revolution, and no matter whether or not

they are conscious of this fact and fully

understand it. so long as they oppose

imperialism, their revolution becomes

part of the proletarian-socialist world

revolution and they themselves become
allies of this revolution.” (ibid.)

Well, that's broad enough, isn’t it? How
convenient: to be “proletarian-socialist" one

need be neither proletarian nor socialist!

Only One Class Can Rule

But New Democracy is simply Mao’s

version of Stalinist two-stage theory, as

applied to the Third World. First a coa-

lition government administering capital-

ism with (perhaps) some reforms—but not

so many reforms as to upset the national

bourgeois forces leading the alliance.

Second, the workers come to power some-

time in the indefinite future. The interests

of workers and peasants are to be sacri-

ficed to reassure the local capitalists not

to abandon the coalition, that is, in no way

must the national bourgeoisie see its inter-

ests as better protected by the imperial-

ists. For Stalinists, it’s always “too soon”

for socialist demands; we must go through

a “democratic stage” before peasants can

seize the land and the workers can expro-

priate the capitalists.

When we in the CWC studied the Chi-

nese Revolution, we found that it did not

follow the New Democratic forecast. After

Stalin’s "bloc of four classes” strategy led

to the massacre of the revolution in 1927,

Mao attempted numerous limes to cement

an alliance with Chiang Kai-shek, to no

lasting avail. When Mao’s forces took

power, the 1949 Revolution resulted in a

workers state, albeit deformed. There was

no New Democratic stage! The Revolution

happened despite Mao’s prescriptions, not

because of them.

The core of Maoism centers on an

impossibility: a multi-class state. The
dictatorship of the proletariat is the only

alternative to the dictatorship of capital.

That is why there must be a one-stage

revolution.

Two-stage reformism is the inextricable

outcome of the ideological centerpiece of

Stalinism: the theory that socialism can

be built in one country alone if only the

imperialists won’t attack it. This is false.

Although the dictatorship of the prole-

tariat may be established in an isolated

and backward country (as was the case in

the Russian Revolution of 1917), achiev-

ing socialism—i.e., a classless society

of abundance—requires economic aid

resulting from the joint achievement of

revolutions in at least several advanced

continued on page 10
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immigrants, it would forge a vital link of

international working-class solidarity in

the ever-expanding global cargo chain.

A Class-Struggle Policy

The idea of the unions waging such a

campaign might seem far-fetched, partic-

ularly in a day and age where the wages,

working conditions, benefits and very

organizations of the working class have

been ravaged. But such battles are what

originally laid the basis for organizing

the Teamsters as a bastion of labor power

nationwide. The breakthrough came in

1934 in Minneapolis, a notoriously open

shop city where the fight to organize

truckers sparked citywide strikes. What

made the difference was that these strikes

were led by Trotskyist union militants,

supporters of the Communist League of

America. As James P. Cannon, the found-

ing leader of American Trotskyism, put it:

“Our people didn't believe in anybody or

anything but the policy of the class strug-

gle and the ability of the workers to pre-

vail by their mass strength and solidarity."

Prominent among these militants was

Farrell Dobbs, who would go on to play

a key role in the early drive to organize

over-the-road truckers nationally. Dobbs

documented these struggles in a series of

books beginning with Teamster Rebel-

lion. In an appendix to Teamster Politics,

titled “How the Teamsters Union Organ-

ized Independent Truckers in the 1930s."

he wrote of the policies pursued to win

owner-operators who were not employers

to the union's side. In Minneapolis, the

union won the solidarity of many of these

drivers by supporting their demands for

higher rates from the trucking companies.

In turn, many owner-operators provided

the trucks that transported flying squads

of picketers around the city to shut down

scab operations and served on the front

lines in pitched battles with the cops and

other strikebreaking forces.

The union was victorious in Minneap-

olis despite the opposition of the Team-

sters International union bureaucracy

under Daniel Tobin. When the Trotsky-

ists and other militants from Minneapo-

lis launched a multistate drive to organize

over-the-road truckers into the Teamsters,

they had to confront the surge in owner-

operators during the Great Depression.

Unemployed drivers who could make the

down payment were lured into investing

in their own trucks as the ticket to get-

ting paid to run supplies for government

“make work" projects for the millions of

others out of a job. Dobbs described the

situation:

“Firms holding carrier rights issued by
the government employed many of these

independents, paying them flat rates by

the mile, ton. or trip for rig and driver.

It wa.s truly a cut-throat setup. Diverse

methods were used to heap inordinate

trucking costs upon the owner-operators,

thereby shaving down their earnings as

drivers. At the same time, devious pat-

terns were woven to confuse the true

nature of the employer-worker relation-

ship and turn the individuals involved in

an aotiunion direction."

Port Truckers...
(continuedfrom page 12)

Minnesota Historical society

Farrell Dobbs (second from left), leader of the 1934 Minneapolis Teamsters
strikes, during 1948 Socialist Workers Party campaign for U.S. presidency.

servicing the Pttrt of New York and New
Jersey also voted to become Teamsters.

Some Toll workers joined Green Fleet

and American Logistics truckers on their

picket lines in November. So, too. did

owner-operators who work for Pacific-9

Transportation, demanding an end to

the "independent contractor" charade.

In 2012, port truckers in Seattle waged

a two-week strike in order to be reclassi-

fied as workers. More recently, truckers

at the Savannah port, many of whom are

American blacks, have held meetings to

protest their classification.

Breaking the chains that presently

enslave the owner-operators to the truck-

ing companies will take hard class strug-

gle by the unions on the waterfront.

Such a mobilization of union power in

defense of port truckers would win vital

allies for organized labor in the battle

against Wal-Mart, Target and the other

multibillion-dollar shippers as well as

the stevedoring companies. Coupled with

a fight for these drivers to be paid at full

union-scale wages and benefits, the whole

owner-operator scam could be shattered,

breaking through the petty-bourgeois

consciousness it induces. Port truckers

would come to view joining the ranks of

organized labor as wage workers as a far

better alternative to their present destitution.

Minneapolis, July
1934: Striking

Teamsters in

flatbed truck

(top right) intercept

scab vehicle

guarded by
police convoy. Hard
class struggle built

Teamsters union.

In turn, the unions would be infu.sed

with immigrant workers, many of whom
have experiences in class battles and other

struggles in their countries of origin,

which range from Mexico and Central

America to the Horn of Africa, the Indian

Punjab and beyond. As a Sikh port trucker

remarked amid a two-week strike in Seat-

tle in 2012; “We are not scared. We come

from India, and we fought there against

the British and kicked them out. We are

fighting for the same thing here—integ-

rity and simple respect." If the unions in

the U.S. rallied behind the port truckers,

demanding full citizenship rights for all

From Maoism
to Trotskyism...
(continuedfrom page 9)

countries, thereby both aiding devel-

opment in the backward countries and

removing the imperialist threat. For these

reasons, the revolution in a backward

country must extend itself or perish.

“Socialism in one country” is directly

counterposed to permanent revolution. It is

the “theory” with which parasitic bureau-

cratic cliques in China, Cuba. Vietnam.

North Korea. Laos and formerly the USSR
have sabotaged the spread of revolution

whenever it breaks out elsewhere. Under

the guise of this "theory” revolutions have

been betrayed around the world time and

again in pursuit of illusory peaceful coex-

istence with imperialism.

We unconditionally defend the bureau-

cratically deformed workers states against

imperialism and the threat of capitalist

restoration. As part of that defense, we

work for political revolutions to overturn

bureaucratic rule and establish interna-

tionalist democratic workers rule.

Eliminating Scarcity Requires
World Socialist Revolution

Supposedly, Mao's contribution to Marx-

ism is that the dictatorship of the proletar-

iat is socialism, and that classes and class

struggle continue under socialism. This

“discovery” was used to explain the Cul-

tural Revolution. Read Lenin's The State

and Revolution (1917) along with Marx’s

Critique ofthe Gotha Programme (1875).

They make Mao’s misrepresentation

impossible. The dictatorship of the pro-

letariat is a transitional period between

capitalism and socialism in which the

proletariat wields its slate power to sup-

press counterrevolution while increasing

productive output under a planned egal-

itarian system.

The point is to eliminate scarcity,

thereby enabling classes to cease to

exist and the slate to wither away. That’s

socialism, the first phase of communism.
That kind of economic development

can only build on what capitalism has

already pul in place: a world economy.

Thus, for revolutions in backward coun-

tries to survive, they must spread, ulti-

mately to the advanced imperialist coun-

tries. And under international workers

rule, the advanced countries will provide

industrial aid to develop the rest of the

world.

Mao’s equation of the dictatorship

of the proletariat with socialism was
not just wrong; it took socialism out

of the context of a world system with

higher productive capacity than capital-

ism (see "‘Radical Egalitarian’ Stalin-

ism: A Post Mortem," Spartacist No,

25. Summer 1978]. His redefinition

of socialism justified Chinese idealist

"self-reliance" as sufficient for socialism

in China, while supporting bourgeois
forces internationally.

Idealism is the false view that ideas

exi.st above and apart from material real-

ity (see Friedrich Engels. Socialism: Uto-

pian and Scientific (1880)]. And Maoism
is permeated with anti-Marxist ideal-

ism. In lieu of a revolutionary program,

it offers "Dare to struggle, dare to win”
exhortations, "Socialism in one country"

supposedly works if you believe enough
in self-reliance. And the nature of a stale

is determined by what the leaders are

thinking. The USSR became capitalist,

according to them, when Khrushchev
made a speech in 1956 denouncing some
of Stalin’s crimes. And China supposedly

became capitalist when the Gang of Four.

Mao’s cothinkers, did not prevail in an

intra-bureaucratic fight following Mao’s
death in 1976.

Worldwide, the economy is already

at a point where we can create a society

where everyone has enough to eat. a soci-

ety that is collectively run with nobody
exploiting anyone. And that’s what we
are about. And we motivate this based
on a historical materialist study of the

social reality capitalism ha.s already cre-

ated. So in our conflicts with the Maoists
and other left groups, the dispute is about
how are we going to win? How are we
going to bring this society down and cre-

ate a society run collectively in a planned
way? And what social class can make
that happen? Thai’s where the primacy
of the working class comes in. We can
make that happen, if we build a leader-

ship that fights to change the conscious-
ness ol the working class. We must con-
vince the workers that not only do they

need to get rid of capitalism, they can.
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Bancroll Library

May 1934; Strike by longshoremen and seamen shut down San Francisco

port, sparked citywide general strike.

To win owner-operators to the union’s

cause, Dobbs argued that the companies

should be made to pay them union-scale

wages and cover all the costs of operat-

ing their trucks. To cut against the small-

business aspirations that went with owning

a truck, union organizers were clear that

their purpose was to make the compa-

nies bear the costs, not to help the driv-

ers secure a profit. The aim was to put

an end to the whole owner-operator scam

by eliminating its advantage for the com-

panies and fostering the understanding

among these drivers that they would be

better off as unionized wage workers.

This course was reversed when the

Trotskyists were purged from the union

leadership during World War II through

the collusion of the Teamsters Interna-

tional bureaucrats and the Democratic

Party administration of Franklin Del-

ano Roosevelt. The crackdown on the

Trotskyists, which was criminally sup-

ported by the Stalinist Communist Party,

foreshadowed the later purges of Com-
munists and other militants who had led

the battles that forged the CIO industrial

unions in this country. In addition, in

1949-50 eleven unions associated with the

CP were expelled from the CIO. Those

purges helped consolidate a trade-union

bureaucracy that renounced the very

class-struggle means through which the

unions were built.

In the I930s. Trotskyists who were

leaders of Teamsters organizing cam-

paigns fought it out class against class,

mobilizing workers and their allies in

opposition to the bosses and their gov-

ernment. Today, the Teamsters tops

are telling port truckers to seek redress

through the very stale agencies that exist

to defend the employers' interests. As part

of an alliance with environmentalists, the

union pushed for the Port of Los Ange-

les to add a provision to its 2008 clean

truck plan that required trucking compa-

nies to provide low-emissions trucks and

hire drivers as employees. Predictably, the

capitalist courts shot down the provision

after the American Trucking Associations

challenged it.

Now the Teamsters bureaucrats are

lobbying for a federal clean-ports bill,

begging the Department of Labor to

challenge the owner-operator classifica-

tion and flooding the courts with lawsuits

claiming back pay for truckers who have

been misclassified. Port truckers should-

take whatever redress might trickle down
from legal challenges and suits. But the

entire history of the American labor

movement shows that it look defiance of

anti-labor laws and court decisions, not

bowing before them, to make the unions

what they were.

ILWU Local 10 Tops Issue
Scabbing Orders

In 2001. the Teamsters, the Interna-

tional Longshore and Warehouse Union

(ILWU) and the International Longshore-

men’s Association (ILA) announced an

alliance to make the ports “100 percent

union." More than a decade later, the

longshore unions are virtually the last

bastions of organized labor at the ports

amid a sea of predominantly non-union

workers, from port trucking to the ware-

houses. intermodal rail facilities and the

mammoth cargo ships. As we wrote fol-

lowing port truckers’ strikes in Oakland

in 2008: “The ILWU will either take up

the fight to extend union rights and union-

scale wages, benefits and conditions to

these workers or it will sooner or later

face government-backed union-busting

by the capitalist employers without union

allies on the docks’’ {WV No. 916, 6 June

2008).

It's now sooner. Even in the face of its

own impending battle with the Pacific

Maritime Association (PMA) shipping

bosses when the union contract expires

this July, the leadership of Bay Area

ILWU Local 10 slabbed the Oakland port

truckers in the back. During the truckers’

strikes in August and October, many
Local 10 longshoremen initially respected

trucker picket lines. But the bureaucrats

later told them to report to work. On the

eve of their November strike, the Port of

Oakland Truckers Association (POTA)
sought to reverse this course, issuing

a statement appealing for Local lO’s

solidarity:

“Longshoremen and truckers are two

links in the same chain. Together, we
provide the labor that is necessary for

international commerce to flow in and

out of the Port of Oakland as truckers

and longshoremen do at every port in the

world. Shippers and terminal operators to

retailers and manufacturers, every indus-

try that relies on the port of Oakland to

generate billions of dollars in profit, also

relies on our labor. Each of our work-

forces. when united, hold tremendous

power and leverage. Together in solidar-

ity. we are unbeatable."

As reported on Indybay (30 November

2013). a contingent from POTA attended

the Local 10 union meeting in November

asking for the support of longshoremen.

After a contentious debate, the member-

ship voted two-to-one to honor the truck-

ers’ picket lines. These ILWU members
understood that their union needs all the

allies it can get.

But the membership’s decision was

reversed by the local ILWU lops, who
ordered longshoremen to go to work.

Local 10 officials cited an arbitrator’s rul-

ing that the truckers' picket lines were not

"bona fide" as well as the PMA’s threats

of court injunctions and fines if the ILWU
respected the picket lines. The port was

turned into an armed police camp, with

cops preventing the pickets from block-

ing longshore entrances to the terminals.

Truckers expressed bitterness at the Local

10 leadership for repudiating the pledge of

solidarity as picket signs reading "Thank

You ILWU For Your Support" littered the

ground. Nonetheless, many jobs were not

filled when some longshoremen refu.sed to

follow their leadership’s scabbing directive.

Longshoremen would do well to

remember that like the truckers today,

they were once treated as contract labor,

lining up for the “shape up” in which they

were hired by the day by gang bosses

based on favoritism and kickbacks. In

1934, their picket lines were also not

considered “bona fide" by their then-

union leaders in the ILA. But the 15.000

West Coast ILA members went on strike

in defiance of their leadership and were

soon joined by seamen. The Teamsters at

the port honored the picket lines, ensuring

that no cargo was moved. This solidarity

was crucial to the eventual victory of this

strike, out of which the ILWU would be

forged as a powerful industrial union. The

struggle united black workers and others

of many ethnic backgrounds behind the

union, in opposition to the employers’

efforts to wield racism and anti-immigrant

chauvinism to keep the longshore workers

divided and beholden to the gang bosses.

These days it is a common myth in the

ILWU that the port truckers are the mak-

ers of their own fate because they "opted

out" of the Teamsters in the late 1970s.

But the vast majority of these drivers

today were not even in this country at the

time. Indeed, many port truckers have no

idea that there ever was a union in port

trucking, much less consider there to be

a real prospect of organizing one. Why
would they? The labor misleaders have

waged little if any struggle in defense of

their own members, to say nothing of the

growing millions of unorganized workers.

Their subservience to the employers only

serves to reinforce the owner-operator

scam, as many port truckers weigh the

thousands of dollars they have been made

to invest in their trucks against the ben-

efits of unionization. Such calculations

are amplified by the hostile, often anti-

immigrant treatment the truckers experi-

ence from some longshoremen.

By ordering their members to cross

the truckers' pickets, the ILWU Local 10

tops have created potential enemies out

of potential allies. As a self-serving alibi,

the bureaucrats and others argue that the

truckers are not only non-union but don’t

want to be organized in one. If such is

the case for some truckers, no small part

of the responsibility can again be laid at

the doorstep of the union misleaders. In

1996. 5,000 port truckers went out at the

L.A./Long Beach ports demanding union

recognition. They confronted the same

shipping interests that the ILWU faces.

But rather than mobilizing their power

behind the truckers’ strike, the ILWU
crossed their picket lines and continued

to work. The strike was defeated, usher-

ing in a wave of demoralization among
the truckers.

The Road Forward for Labor

The 1934 Minneapolis strikes showed

what a militant union could accomplish

during a period of rising class and social

discontent. It wasn't simply a question

of militancy but of the political program

that guided the Trotskyists who led these

battles. Their strategy was rooted in the

understanding of the social power of the

working class when mobilized in oppo-

sition to all the agencies and institutions

of the capitalist ruling class. Today, the

class struggles of the workers are at low

ebb, a condition reinforced by decades of

betrayals by the trade-union bureaucracy.

But the rulers, aided by their labor

lieutenants, cannot extinguish the class

struggle that is born of the irreconcilable

conflict of interests between labor and its

exploiters. The very conditions that grind

down and demoralize workers today

can and will propel them into battle,

together with their allies, against their

class enemy. Although avowed social-

ists today have virtually no significant

base in the unions, radical leaders will

arise once again, and they will be no less

militant than the labor pioneers. For the

workers to prevail against their exploit-

ers, they must be armed with a Marxist

political program that links labor’s fight

to the building of a multiracial workers

party capable of leading the struggle to

do away with this entire system of wage

slavery through socialist revolution.*
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Break Bosses' Owner-Operator Scam

!

For a Class-Struggle Fight to

Organize Port Truckers!

wv Pnoio

Port of Oakland, 27 November 2013: Port truckers' picket lines blocking trucks during work stoppage demanding
relief from added costs Imposed by new California Air Resources Board (CAR6) regulations.

With the latest round of "clean air" reg-

ulations at the Port of Oakland threatening

their very livelihoods, hundreds of truck

drivers at the port went on strike three

times in the months before the New Year.

Just a few years ago. the port truckers had

to shell out thousands of dollars to retrofit

their trucks to comply with environmen-

tal standards. Now they faced a January I

deadline requiring the replacement of all

trucks whose model year was older than

2007. a cruel Caich-22 for truckers who
do not even make enough to maintain

their current rigs. Demanding subsidies to

help cover these costs as well as compen-
sation for increased hours of unpaid wail-

ing time, they formed the Port of Oakland

Truckers Association. Setting up picket

lines, the truckers braved an army of cops

mobilized to prevent them from stopping

the flow of cargo in and out of waterfront

terminals. In the end. they did not prevail.

Up to 800 truckers who couldn’t afford

new rigs can no longer work at the port.

In November, drivers who work for

Green Fleet Systems and American Logis-

tics International, which service the Los
Angeles/Long Beach ports, carried out a

three-day strike to protest company retal-

iation against their efforts to unionize.

Unlike the port truckers in Oakland and

the bulk of the 100.000 others in the U.S.,

who are classified as owner-operators

and barred from unionizing under anti-

trust laws, the striking L.A. drivers are

part of the small fraction of port truckers

employed directly by the trucking compa-
nies. Although making marginally more
in wages than what many owner-operators

earn, these overwhelmingly unorganized

"employee” truckers are subject to similar

long hours and grueling work conditions.

The harsh reality of the job today is the

product of the deregulation of the truck-

ing industry. Beginning in the late 1970s

and codified in the 1980 Motor Carrier

Act enacted under the Democratic Party

administration of Jimmy Carter with the

strong backing of liberal Senator Ted
Kennedy, the push to deregulate truck-

ing was one of the opening shots of the

union-busting onslaught that has swept
this country ever since. The resulting pro-

liferation of owner-operators was a har-

binger of the flood of non-union contracts

and casual labor in the U.S. as well as in

Europe and beyond.

Union power in port trucking, which
had been organized by the Teamsters in

the U.S.. was strangled. Companies sold

their trucks to their previously unionized

drivers and then contracted with the new
"owner-operators” on a per load basis.

Through this swindle, the trucking com-
panies dumped most costs onto the driv-

ers. As owner-operators, port truckers were

made responsible for maintaining their rigs

and for fuel, licenses and tolls, as well as

for loans taken out to purchase or lease

their trucks. They also were no longer cov-

ered by workmen’s compensation, social

security or unemployment insurance and
had no paid sick leave or vacation time,

much less health or pension benefits.

The purpose was not just to give a

huge boost to profits, particularly of the

top shippers as well as the cargo and ste-

vedoring companies. It also was to foster

ambitions within a layer of what was then

a majority white workforce that as inde-

pendent contractors they could not only

be "their own boss” but potentially open
their own trucking business. Meanwhile,
the National Labor Relations Board ruled

that the port truckers were the legal equiv-

alent of small businessmen. As such, they

were made subject to antitrust laws that

blocked their unionizing.

New trucking companies began to

spring up at the ports, with each trying

to undercut the other in a race to capture

business. Rates for individual drivers

tumbled as costs rose. Today, there are

some 5.000 port trucking firms, most of

them small-time local operations, with the

dominant companies varying by port. It is

a cutthroat, cockroach capitalist industry.

Benefiting from this patchwork system

are the giant retailers and manufacturers.

Their shipping rales already plummeting
due to containerization, these companies
backed the deregulation of the trucking

industry to obtain further rate cuts.

As Rutgers University Labor Stud-

ies professor David Bensman vividly

documents in Port Trucking Down the

Low Road: A Sad Story of Deregulation

(2009): "Drivers who couldn't make a

living as owner operators fled the indus-

try. creating chronic shortages.... Port

trucking had changed from a good union

job to an industry of last resort—a place

shunned by workers with alternatives."

Those without alternatives were largely

desperate immigrants, many of them ref-

ugees from the brutal depredations of the

U.S. and other imperialist powers.

But unlike most options open to

immigrants, such as precarious and
starvation-wage jobs in the textile industry

and agribusiness, port trucking seemingly
offered a fool in the door of the "Ameri-
can Dream” through petty entrepreneur-

ship. This has overwhelmingly proved a

cruel and cynical hoax. Paid by the load,

not the hour, port truckers are under con-

stant pressure to speed up. working at

least 10-12 hour days, with long, unpaid

wailing time. Their estimated median
earnings are a miserable $28,000 a year.

Far from "independent.” most owner-

operators are beholden to the trucking

companies. As detailed in The Big Rig:

Poverty. Pollution, and the Misclassifica-

tion of Truck Drivers at America's Ports

(2010). the trucking companies deter-

mine "how. when, where, and in what
sequence drivers work” and "unilaterally

control the rates that drivers are paid.”

Lacking the funds to buy their trucks

outright, many have to take out bank
loans or make leasing arrangements with

the trucking companies, a form of debt

bondage that has only worsened with the

implementation of clean-air regulations.

Not satisfied with simply deducting pay-

ments from drivers’ paychecks, trucking

companies at the L.A./Long Beach ports

have devised terms that allow for repos-

session if the truckers can’t pick up and
deliver a designated number of containers

a week. As a representative of the Owner-
Operator Independent Driver Association

described it. this "rent-lo-own scheme”
makes "the payday loan industry” look

ethical by comparison.

The Owner-Operator Scheme
As a vital part of the port workforce

and a key link in the vast global cargo
chain, the truckers have tremendous
potential social power that could be
brought to bear in taking on the truck-

ing, shipping and stevedoring companies.
However, their classification as independ-
ent contractors is not simply a legal bar-

rier to organizing their collective power
in a union. It also poses the question of
which class they identify with—the work-

ers or the bosses. On this score, the port

truckers are riven by conflicting interests

and consciousness.

A handful of former truckers have estab-

lished companies that own a small truck

fleet as well as lease the trucks and ser-

vices of individual owner-operators. Mak-
ing profits through exploiting the labor of

others, they are petty capitalists. So, too.

are the owner-operators who still drive

their trucks but also own one or two oth-

ers for which they hire drivers. In contrast,

those who drive company-owned trucks

and work directly as employees—either

paid by the load or by the hour—are work-

ers with interests clearly counlerposed to

those of their bosses. However, such driv-

ers are estimated to be slightly less than 18

percent of port truckers nationally.

Most port truckers own and drive their

own trucks, leasing their services to the

trucking companies. Their trucks are not

simply expensive tools like those that other

workers, particularly in the skilled trades,

may have to buy. (3n the contrary, these

rigs are a capital investment that many
hoped to leverage into their becoming
small-time bosses. The reality has over-

whelmingly been far different, with the

trucking companies driving these truck-

ers to the wall. Their desperate scramble
to survive has impelled several strikes,

including struggles for unionization, par-

ticularly at the L-A./Long Beach ports
in the late 1980s-early ’90s. Within the

growing layer of drivers today enduring
what amounts to debt servitude are those
who see through the owner-operator scam.
The Teamsters have made some small

but important inroads in organizing port

truckers who arc employees. In 201 2. driv-

ers for Toll Group at the L.A. port won
the first union contract in port trucking
since deregulation. Last summer, more
than 100 drivers who work for Toll in

continued on page 10
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South Africa: Strikes, Protests Mount

Metal Workers Union Drops

Electoral Support to ANC

Above: On January 23, at outset of strike, miners rally near Lonmin’s Marikana mine,
site of 2012 massacre carried out by cops of ANC-led government. Below: Striking

NUMSA auto workers outside Volkswagen plant in Uitenhage, August 2013.

FEBRUARY 4—Up to 80.000 mem-
bers of the Association of Minework-

ers and Construction Union (AMCU)
in Rustenburg are on strike against

South Africa’s three largest platinum

producers—Impala Platinum. Anglo

American Platinum (Amplats) and

Lonmin—demanding major pay raises

for both underground and surface

workers. Shutting down production of

one of the country’s leading exports,

the walkout, which began on January

23. follows an eleven-week strike by

the National Union of Mineworkers

(NUM) against Northam platinum

that ended with workers winning a

9.5 percent pay hike. The National

Union of Metalworkers (NUMSA).
which organizes Amplats refinery

and smelting operations but had been

keeping its members on the job during

the AMCU strike, also walked out on

February 3 over their own demands.

Union solidarity is crucial in the fight

against the platinum bosses, who had

heavily stockpiled the mineral in

anticipation of the miners strike.

Meanwhile, police continue to ter-

rorize desperate black township res-

idents demanding provision of basic

services like housing, water and elec-

tricity. On January 13. four people

in Mothutlong, a township in North

West province near the platinum belt,

were killed demonstrating for what

should be a basic right: access to clean

drinking water Ten days later, a man
participating in a protest demanding

housing was shot dead by cops in the

Durban Deep area of Johannesburg.

Waves of strikes and ubiquitous

"service delivery protests" demon-
strate the increasing frustration

of the mainly black working class

and the impoverished masses with

the continuation of their degraded

conditions 20 years after the for-

mal end of apartheid, a system of

legally enforced white supremacy.

The economic structure of this cap-

italist society, based primarily upon

the superexploitation of black labor,

has not changed since Nelson Man-
dela and the African National Congress

(ANC) were voted into government in

1994. Today, the overwhelming bulk of

the country's wealth, including mines,

industry and land, is still in the hands

of white capitalists and their imperialist

patrons in Britain and the U.S. While a

few black faces have been added to cor-

porate boardrooms, the mass of black

workers and all the urban and rural poor

struggle merely to survive.

During the August 2012 Lonmin min-

ers wildcat strike at Marikana, the ruling

Tripartite Alliance—a nationalist popular

front comprising the bourgeois ANC. the

Stalinist-derived South African Commu-
nist Party (SACP) and the Congress of

South African Trade Unions (COSATU)

—

unleashed the worst instance of lethal

police violence against the struggling

black masses since the end of apartheid.

In scenes reminiscent of the killing of

black protesters at Sharpeville in 1960

and Soweto in 1976, cops gunned down
34 miners in cold blood.

Now. with these and other platinum min-

ers organized by AMCU on strike again,

theCOSATU-affiliated National Union of

Mineworkers. which has lost tens of thou-

sands of members to AMCU. is scabbing

on the strike. And COSATU has called

for more deadly repression against strik-

ers, demanding in a January 29 statement

that police and company security protect

the scabs! In fact, today police fired stun

grenades and rubber bullets to disperse

some 3,000 strikers at an Amplats mine
shaft. Revealing the treachery of its own
leadership. AMCU scabbed on a national

NUM strike at the gold mines last year.

On December 10, the growing anger at

the ANC coming from the base of society

was on public display when President

Jacob Zuma was booed at an official

memorial service for historic ANC
leader Mandela at Johannesburg’s

FNB Stadium. Mass memorials were

held throughout the country for Man-
dela. who was imprisoned by the

vicious racist regime for 27 years

before being released in order to ea.se

negotiations that, ultimately, led to a

brokered end to apartheid rule. We
Trotskyists defended the ANC and

other opponents of apartheid against

state repression. However, we never

gave an ounce of political support to

the ANC. whose bourgeois-nationalist

program could only keep the black

majority chained to the system of

capitalist wage slavery. In the 1994

elections, the International Commu-
nist League opposed any support to

the ANC. declaring:

"A vote for the ANC—including

its Communist Parly members and
affiliated trade-union ' leaders of

COSATU—is a vote to perpetuate the

racist oppression and superexploita-

tion of the black, coloured (mixed-

race) and Indian toilers in a different

political form. The workers and all

the oppressed must be mobilized in-

dependently of the capitalist masters."—"South Africa Elections:

ANC’s Deal with Apartheid
Bosses." WVNo. 598.

15 April 1994

Now. as working-class discontent

continues to rise, fissures are opening

in the Tripartite Alliance. At a Spe-

cial National Congress in December,

NUMSA—an affiliate of COSATU
and, with 338.000 members, the larg-

est union in the country—voted to

withhold support from the ANC in

upcoming national elections, projected

to take place in April or May. Resolv-

ing not to support any other party.

NUMSA. which is mainly based in

the auto industry, also declared that it

would cease paying into the COSATU/
SACP political levy and would press

COSATU to break from the Alliance.

NUMSA had been joined by eight

other unions in opposing the suspen-

sion of COSATU general secretary

Zwelinzima Vavi last August on charges

that he had had sex with another COSATU
employee at the federation's headquarters.

However, most of those unions have just

resolved to maintain their electoral sup-

port to the ANC.
The Johannesburg Sunday Independent

(19 January) reported that at the NUMSA
congress "delegates were more militant

than its national leadership, including out-

spoken general secretary Irvin Jim.’’ While

ANC bigwigs were not invited to the con-

gress, guests included representatives of

continued on page H
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Cops Acquitted in Savage Killing of Homeless Man
LOS ANGELES—On January 13. former

Fullerton cops Manuel Ramos and Jay

Cicinelli. who led the police charge in the

barbaric fatal beating of Kelly Thomas,

a homeless white man. walked free out

of court. The savagery of the 5 July 201

1

assault was captured on 33 minutes of

surveillance video that show cops land-

ing blow after blow against an unarmed

Thomas, who suffered from schizophre-

nia. This footage has sparked outrage on

the streets, in the press and on the Inter-

net, where it gained wide attention after

WikiLeaks tweeted the entire video to 2.1

Orange County Outrage

million followers. As Kelly’s father. Ron

Thomas (himself a former Orange County

sheriffs deputy), warned: “This is carle

blanche to police officers to do whatever

they want.”

The 201 1 video shows the two officers

confronting Thomas in the parking lot of

a Fullerton transit station after a call to the

police from a local bar was “embellished"

For the Political Independence of

the Working Class

The South African Communist Party,

part of the ruling Tripartite Alliance led hy

the African National Congress (ANC), has

long subordinated itself to the bourgeois-

nationalist ANC. portraying it as leading the

mainly black working class and the poor in

a ‘‘national democratic revolution.” During

the 1925-27 Chinese Revolution. Bolshevik

TROTSKY leader Leon Trotsky fought against the liq- LENIN
uidation of the Chinese Communist Party

(CCP) into the bourgeois-nationalist Guomindang, a policy ordered by the Communist

International leadership of J. V. Stalin and Nikolai Bukharin with the rationale that

the Guomindang was the leader of China's national revolution. The subordination of

the CCP to the Guomindang. founded by Sun Yat-sen, culminated in the April 1927

slaughter of tens of thousands of Communists in Shanghai by forces led by Sun's suc-

cessor. Chiang Kai-shek.

Bourgeois society, as is known, is so constructed that the propertyless, discontented,

and deceived masses are at the bottom and the contented fakers remain on top. Every

bourgeois party, if it is a real party, that Is, if it embraces considerable masses, is built

on the self-same principle. The exploiters, fakers, and despots compose the minority

in class society. Every capitalist party is therefore compelled in its internal relations,

in one way or another, to reproduce and reflect the relations in bourgeois society as a

whole. In every mass bourgeois party the lower ranks are therefore more democratic

and further to the "Left” than the tops....

Bukharin asks, “And what about the Kuomintang masses, are they mere cattle?” Of
course they are cattle. The masses of any bourgeois party are always cattle, although

in different degrees. But for us. the masses are not cattle, are they? No. that is precisely

why we are forbidden to drive them Into the arms of the bourgeoisie, camouflaging the

latter under the label of a workers' and peasants’ party. That is precisely why we are

forbidden to subordinate the proletarian party to a bourgeois party, but on the contrary,

must at every step, oppose the former to the latter. The “high" summit of the Kuomin-
tang of whom Bukharin speaks so ironically, as of something secondary, accidental,

and temporary is in reality the soul of the Kuomintang. its social essence. Of course,

the bourgeoisie constitutes only the "summit" in the parly as well as in society. But

this summit is powerful in its capital, knowledge, and connections: It can always fall

back on the imperialists for support, and what is most important, it can always resort

to the actual political and military power which is intimately fused with the leadership

in the Kuomintang itself. It is precisely this summit that wrote laws against strikes,

throttled the uprisings of the peasants, shoved the communists into a dark corner, and.

at best, allowed them to be only one-third of the parly, exacted an oath from them that

petty-bourgeois Sun Yal-senism takes precedence over Marxism. The rank and file

were picked and harnessed by this summit, serving it, like Moscow, as a "Left" sup-

port, just as the generals, compradores, and imperialists served it as a Right support. To
consider the Kuomintang not as a bourgeois party, but as a neutral arena of struggle for

the masses, to play with words about nine-tenths of the Left rank and file in order to

mask the question as to who is the real master, meant to add to the strength and power
of the summit, to assist the latter to convert ever broader masses into “cattle." and.

under conditions most favorable to it to prepare the Shanghai coup d'etat.... In this the

theory of the bloc of classes, the theory that the Kuomintang is a workers’ and peasants'

parly, provides the best possible assistance for the bourgeoisie. When the bourgeoisie

later comes into hostile conflict with the masses and shoots them down, in this clash

between the two real forces, the bourgeoisie and the proletariat, not even the bleating of

the celebrated nine-tenths is heard. The pitiful democratic fiction evaporates without a

trace in face of the bloody reality of the class struggle.

—Leon Trotsky, The Third International After Lenin (1928)
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with the false accusation that Thomas was

trying to break into parked cars. Ramos
pul on latex gloves and told Thomas:
"Now you see my fists?... They’re gel-

ling ready to f— you up." A gang of six

cops proceeded to laser Thomas multiple

times and bash his skull with the laser and

batons as he cried out in pain, repeatedly

apologized and gasped that he could not

breathe. Finally, he screamed. “Dad. they

are killing me!” Thomas, who suffered

broken facial bones and a compressed

thorax, was knocked into a coma and died

five days later.

In an attempt to defuse anger a cou-

ple months after the fatal attack, Ramos
was charged with murder in the second

degree and involuntary manslaughter and

Cicinelli with involuntary manslaughter

and excessive use of force. The murder

charge was a first for an active duty cop in

the conservative “law and order” enclave

of Orange County. Charges were brought

against a third cop but dropped shortly

after the “not guilty” verdict was read for

Ramos and Cicinelli.

On January 18. some 200 people gath-

ered in front of the Fullerton police sta-

tion to protest the outcome of the trial. The
cops responded with a show of force and

ended up arresting ten people for “failure

to disperse” and two for vandalism. We
demand: Drop the charges now! Another

protester was arrested for allegedly assault-

ing a news videographer.

Police violence is endemic to this

capitalist society. Reformist socialists,

though, peddle fantasies in the “people”

bringing the cops lo heel. One refrain is

for an all-civilian review board. As the

Party for Socialism and Liberation put it

at the time the cops were charged, .such

a board “would have the power lo fire

officers, impose sanctions, or even file

criminal charges in cases where police

act out of line" {Liberation, 23 Septem-

ber 201 1). The notion that the guard dogs

of the capitalist order can be cleaned up

and made accountable to the exploited

and oppressed masses is a dangerous lie.

In fact, if the defense counsellors said one

thing truthful, it was when Ramos' attor-

ney John Barnett (who also defended one

of the cops involved in the 1991 beating

of Rodney King) told reporters that these

cops “were doing theirJobs...ihey did what

they were trained to do.”

As the paid enforcers of capitalist rule,

the cops brutalize the outcasts of this

oppressive and massively unequal soci-

ety, especially black and Latino youth in

the inner cities. Meanwhile, the capital-

ist masters, who treat the penniless and

downtrodden dumped in the streets as

beneath contempt, take the ax to social

programs for the homeless, (he elderly,

the mentally ill and the disabled. Access

lo basic human necessities such as health

care, a good education and decent housing

should be an elementary right for every-

one, not just those who can afford it.

But such a massive reallocation of

wealth and resources can be achieved

only by ripping power out of the hands

of the bloodsucking capitalist class and

creating a socialist society where pro-

duction is for human need, not profit. For

that to happen, the anger of the ghettos

and barrios, which seethe daily under the

boot of the thugs in blue, must be linked

to the social power of the multiracial

working class mobilized in class-struggle

opposition to the capitalist state. What is

needed is a revolutionary workers party

to lead the way to uprooting this system

of exploitation and oppression and the cop

terror that defends it.B

Spartacist

Black History Month Forums

We Will Not Forget Trayvon Martin!

Capitalist America: Racist Hell
Break with the Democratic Party of Racism and Imperialist War!

LOS ANGELES Metropolitan Community Church
4607 Prospect Ave.

Saturday, February 8. 3 p.m. (2 blocks north of Vermont/Sunset Red Line Station)

For more information: (213) 360-8239 • slsycla(§)sbcglobal.net

Slave Revolts, the Abolitionist Movement
and the Road to the Civil War

CHICAGO University of Illinois, Student Center East
Room White Oak-AB, 750 S. Halsted St.

Saturday, February 22, 4 p.m. (Take Blue Une to UlC-Halsted stop)

For more information; (312) 563-0441 • chicagosparlacist@sbcglobal.net

Capitalists Gut the Motor City

Detroit: The Rise and Fall of a
Labor/Biack Stronghold

NEW YORK CITY 322 West 48th St., First Floor. Manhattan
(Between 8th and 9th Avenues—

Saturday, February 22, 3 p.m. take a, c. or e to 42nd street)

For more information: (212) 267-1025 • nysl@tiac.net

For Black Liberation Through
Socialist Revolution!
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.
Luc Vialour. Reuters (inset)

Spy agency site near Domme, southwest France, part of extensive surveillance network overseen by French president Francois Hollande, shown with German
chancellor Angela Merkel (inset).

The immense reach of the U.S. and
European spy agencies is now out in the

open due to the efforts of former National

Security Agency (NSA) analyst Edward
Snowden. In response, the imperialist pow-
ers are taking steps to give their mass sur-

veillance greater legal sanction. A prime

example is provided by the French govern-

ment of Socialist Party president Francois

Hollande, which devised a new domestic

spying law—presented as “Article 20” of

a military spending bill—to take advan-

tage of the latest technologies like GPS.
Enacted in December without any seri-

ous objection in Parliament, this legisla-

tion defined the conditions under which

government agencies may harvest tele-

phone conversations, e-mails, Internet

activity and personal location data. Lack-

ing even the pretense ofjudicial oversight,

the guidelines allow the vacuuming up of

data for a broad range of purposes, includ-

ing “national security,” prevention of

"terrorism” or the protection of France’s

“scientific and economic potential.” thus

expanding the list of state agencies autho-

rized to engage in electronic surveillance.

The groundwork for Article 20 was
laid in 1991 under Socialist Party presi-

dent Francois Mitterrand, who legalized

the longstanding and widespread practice

of domestic snooping. The Mitterrand

government also established a global sat-

ellite surveillance network with bases in

the colonies of Mayotte and French Guy-

ana operated in collaboration with the

German secret service (BND).

In the U.S., with a wide swath of the

population expressing unease over the

scope of the NSA spying, president Obama
announced a series of measures last month

to give the capitalist rulers’ spying appa-

ratus the appearance of greater account-

ability. A number of liberals hailed the

proposals, among them Democrats on

Capitol Hill considered critics of certain

NSA practices. As we previously noted,

we would welcome any hurdle thrown

up in the path of the expanding surveil-

lance state. But what Obama has offered

is nothing of the sort. In fact, his speech

was largely a paean to the NSA.
In a forum presentation held in October

and November in New York City. Paris

and London, Spartacist League spokes-

man Alison Spencer explained:

“The spy agencies’ central purpose

is to do the dirty work that goes on
behind the scenes of the 'normal'

administrative mechanisms of bourgeois

democracy—the surveillance, burglar-

ies, black-bag jobs, infiltration and tricks

by agents provocateurs, extraordinary

renditions, torture and murder. A whole

system of class exploitation—and in this

country racial oppression—that is main-

tained through state repression is not

going to come crashing down or be fun-

damentally reformed...through Congres-

sional cosmetic reforms behind which

the state continues its murderous work.

Nothing less than victorious socialist

revolution can abolish capitalism's secret

police and their deadly 'dirty tricks'."

—"Spying. Repression. War:
Pillars of Capitalist Rule.”

WVNo. 1037, 10 January

The forum traced the hi.siory of U.S.

domestic spying and state repression of

leftists, union militants and fighters for

black rights over the last century. By
shedding some light on the more recent

predations and surveillance operations of

the American government, Chelsea Man-
ning and Snowden provided a great serv-

ice to the working class and oppressed.

But doing so came at great personal cost.

Manning was sentenced to 35 years in

military prison last year, and Attorney

General Eric Holder recently ruled out

any deal involving clemency for Snowden,

who is for now still holed up in Russia.

Then there is WikiLeaks founder Julian

Assange, who remains in the Ecuadorian

Embassy in London.

We reprint below, edited for publica-

tion, accompanying remarks by Xavier

Brunoy from the Ligue Troiskyste de

France at the forum in Paris on 21

November 2013 that addressed similar

themes in the case of France.

*

Loud howls of protest were provoked

in Europe when Snowden revealed that

the NSA was tapping the cell phones of

revealed that more than 70 million com-
munications were intercepted in France,

the NSA director hastened to fire back

that the majority of these intercepted

communications were provided to the

NSA by the French secret services. And
the French were compelled to admit it was
true. Kouchner added: "Let’s be honest,

we listen in too. Everybody listens in on

everybody else. It’s just that we don’t have

the means the United States does, and that

makes us jealous.”

Le Monde revealed that the French

company Amesys sold an Eagle surveil-

lance system (functionally equivalent to

the NSA’s Prism program) to the Libyan

government. In 2008, former directors of

French military intelligence trained Libyan

spies. A similar system was sold to the Syr-

ian government by the German company
Utimaco. Sensors that make it possible to

intercept 5.3 million calls simultaneously

and retain two years of metadata were

provided by the French company Qosmos.
which also, according to one of the com-
pany’s founders, worked with the DGSE
(the French foreign intelligence service).

E 4 ii
k &

«
V

% ¥

P
* Q

lilm
k &

P
laitl

1

N [l 1

Class
studying
Alphonse
Bertillon's

method of

“criminal

identification,”

early 1910s.

“European partners,” such as German
chancellor Angela Merkel and French dip-

lomats. These cries had barely died down
when more revelations came out, exposing

that these “victims” were doing exactly

the same thing as the U.S. The German
BND foreign intelligence agency asked the

Merkel government to amend the law “to

make it more flexible for sharing protect-

ed data with foreign partners.” The British

imperialists operate a secret service that

plays a central role in the NSA’s network.

They showed their loyalty by detaining

David Miranda (the partner of journal-

ist Glenn Greenwald, who published

Snowden’s initial revelations) at Lon-

don Heathrow airport and by destroying

the Guardian's copy of Snowden’s files.

Thankfully, several other copies exist.

The shrewd Bernard Kouchner, Minis-

ter of Foreign Affairs under former French

president Nicolas Sarkozy, exposed the

hypocrisy of Hollande’s whining about

the NSA when he stated on a France-Info

radio broadcast: “They pretend to have

just discovered this surveillance, mean-
while their own secret service agencies

work together and France has a similar

system." And he’s right. When it was

So much for the innocence of French

imperialism.

It is interesting to note that these Qos-

mos sensors are sold to government spy

agencies as well as to private telecom-

munications companies, which for finan-

cial purposes gather essentially the same
metadata as the police. This explains the

permeability between leaders of private

communications companies and the NSA.

French Bourgeoisie:
Pioneers of Mass Surveillance

Alison observed that all fighters for

social change are on a list. In this regard,

the French bourgeoisie has a long history,

and we can even say that it was, in its

time, a pioneer. In the 19th century, the

French bourgeoisie established the first

police records on people in Europe. The
files included everyone who had been
found guilty in a court of law. Or to put

it more plainly, all the poor people who
were struggling to survive in the cities.

This work was later rationalized in the

1880s by a guy named Bertiilon. whose
methods were then copied by police

agencies all over the world. The records

included color-coded cards and notes on

physical traits, to which fingerprints and

photographs were later added. One hardly

needs to point out how useful these types

of files were for the army and the police.

At the end of the 19th century, socialist

militants had files on them, as did the

anarchists, who were actively tracked.

For example, in 1886 French General

Boulanger began compiling the notorious

Carnet B list of those considered potential

wartime subversives.

Foreigners were also under surveil-

lance. with records kept on them. As a

result of wars as well as the massive

increase in immigration brought about

by the industrial revolution, the num-
ber of people with records rapidly grew
as the police sought to keep tabs on the

entire “non-French" population. In the

1880s. foreigners had to register and get a

receipt, which became the "alien identity

card” during World War I. This card was
an extremely effective mean.s of control;

the police knew immediately whether or

not the person they stopped was in good
standing, that is, whether or not they

should be imprisoned or deported. This

card was maintained after the war.

As we said in our supplement on Leon-

arda [the Roma schoolgirl deported from

France last October, see WV No. 1035. 29
November 2013], nomadic people were
always particular targets for surveil-

lance and kept in the files. Those "found

guilty and without a permanent address"

were put on special lists. Thereafter, all

nomadic people were subject to even more
persecution. The witchhunt against the

Roma by Sarkozy and now Minister of

Interior Manuel Vails is simply the con-

tinuation of a long tradition.

Of course, in the computer age, and
in light of the new figures of those spied

upon with each passing day, all this may
seem like small potatoes. But at the time

it was substantial.

Police Records and
the Vichy Regime

The dangers inherent in being on file

under the Third Republic became blatantly

obvious when it gave way to the Vichy

regime during World War II. Marshall
Retain, the quisling pro-Nazi leader of
Vichy France, inherited the files on every-

one. All the French police had to do was
consult the files to organize roundups and
arrests. First the Jews, but also homosex-
uals. Gypsies and more. All those who
the national intelligence agencies had
patiently and meticulously kept files on.

day after day, for years on end, could sud-

denly end up in one of Pdtain’s jails or a

death camp.

The French bourgeoisie’s dreams of
keeping files on the entire population to

control everyone were realized under the

Vichy regime. Every individual living in

France was assigned a unique number. A
census was organized to assure that nobody
had been overlooked, and the country was
combed by thousands of census-takers.

The national identity card, which served

as an internal passport, was in.stiiufed in

continued on pa^e I /
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Black History Month

Defeat of Reconstruction and

the Betrayal of Black Freedom

Harper's Weekly

Left: Black Union troops liberate South Carolina slaves during Civil War. Right: Thomas Nast cartoon depicts victory of racist reaction as Northern

capitalists betray post-Civil War Reconstruction.

V/e print below, editedfor publication,

the first part of a presentation given by

Spartacist League/V.S. Central Committee

member Alan Wilde to internal meetings

ofthe International Communist League in

Mexico City, New York City and Chicago.

PART ONE

“When Edwin Ruffin, white-haired

and mad. fired the first shot at Fort Sum-
ter he freed the slaves.” This simple yet

extraordinary sentence, which encapsu-

lates the Civil War. comes from W.E.B.

Du Bois* 1935 work. Black Reconstruc-

tion in America. Ruffin was a notorious

slaveowner and the Confederate soldier

reputed to have fired the first shot of

the war in April 1861. A year and a half

before, in December 1859. he attended the

execution of the great abolitionist John

Brown to revel in Brown’s demise. But by

April 1865. four years after Ruffin blasted

his rifle, a social revolution had taken

place: Robert E. Lee’s Confederate army
surrendered to Union general Ulysses S.

Grant, the North emerged victorious and

four million human beings held in bond-

age won their freedom. Ruffin understood

the monumental nature of this transfor-

mation. He committed suicide in June of

that year.

The Civil War was the pivotal event of

American history that redefined the very

nature of this country. This was expressed

even in terms of grammar. After 1865.

the U.S. was no longer referred to with

the plural “are,” signifying a federation

of independent states, but the singular

"is.” signifying the consolidation of a

single capitalist nation-state. Out of the

Civil War and Reconstruction, the Amer-
ican Constitution was fundamentally

altered with the Thirteenth. Fourteenth

and Fifteenth Amendments. The Thir-

teenth abolished slavery: the Fourteenth

defined citizenship for the first time in

U.S. history, granting it to anyone born in

this country or naturalized; the Fifteenth

granted universal male suffrage.

On the most fundamental level, the

Union victory meant the victory of the

capitalist social order
—

“free labor.” as it

was termed—over the slavocracy and its

system of slave labor. The America we see

today is less the product of the American

Revolution of 1775-83 and more the prod-

uct of the Civil War and Reconstruction

period.

It is not easy to speak comprehensively

about Reconstruction, the period fol-

lowing the Civil War when the defeated

Southern states were supposed to be

“reconstructed” and brought back into

the Union. Reconstruction was a tumul-

tuous. brief and extraordinary period of

American history defined by an unprec-

edented experiment in interracial democ-

racy. It was an era of exceptional devel-

opments, all taking place simultaneously

and impacting one another. For example,

this period marked the emergence of an

American labor movement, combative

and engaged in often-violent struggle. At

the same time, this movement was polit-

Library of Congress

Union general Ulysses S. Grant at

his headquarters in Cold Harbor,
Virginia, June 1664.

ically backward and immature, not least

on the issue of race.

Reconstruction was also the period,

with the final destruction of the slavoc-

racy. that saw the embryonic growth of

an American imperialist ruling class

—

expressed in massive industrial devel-

opment. the creation of monopolies and

trusts and the consolidation of American

finance capital. Mark Twain didn’t call it

“the Gilded Age” for nothing. It was also

expressed in gunboat diplomacy against

Korea in 1871 and a failed attempt to

annex Santo Domingo {now known as the

Dominican Republic).

It was a period of westward expan-

sion—freed from the threat of the spread

of the slave system—bringing with it new
markets and increasing capitalist invest-

ment and growth. It also brought more
wars with various Native American tribes.

Many of the troops initially charged with

maintaining the rule of the national gov-

ernment over the defeated Southern states

were eventually siphoned off to fight

these wars. It was the period of the 1871

Paris Commune in France, the first time

the working class seized power, and the

Great Panic of 1873, which touched off

what was known until 1929 as the Depres-

sion. Both events had an enormous con-

servatizing effect on the U.S. bourgeoisie.

Above all, it was the period when black

Americans, freed from bondage, exercised

and fought for their rights in every form.

As you hear this story, with Its debates in

the halls of Congress, with its introduc-

tion of drastic and important new laws and

constitutional amendments, bear in mind
that at the same lime there is a massive

human wave of former slaves staking their

claim to U.S. citizenship—fighting to be

recognized as Americans and to define

citizenship on the basis of expanded polit-

ical rights for all. For the first time, a pub-

lic education system—for black people as

well as impoverished and illiterate poor
whites—was founded in the South and
was widely expanded in the North.

Throughout the Civil War and Recon-
struction. black people bravely fought at

the risk of life and limb for their freedom
and their rights. And that striving by the

freedmen for political and social equality

was met with the most brutal acts of ter-

ror at the hands of the Ku Klux Klan. the

Knights of the White Camellia, the White

Leagues and other race-terrorist outfits.

A few years ago, PBS put out a documen-
tary titled ‘‘Reconstruction: The Second
Civil War.” Indeed, the Reconstruction

period can be characterized as the most

violent period of American history out-

side of the Civil War. With only a small

handful of exceptions that violence went

in one direction: to suppress the rights of

the freedmen.

Nonetheless, if you can imagine in

1860 telling a white American—North-

erner or Southerner—that in 10 to 15

years not only would black people be free

but they would exercise political rights

as citizens and that over 1,500 of them
would serve in various legislative, execu-

tive and administrative posts throughout

the South—the very land where they were
once slaves—you would have been rea-

sonably considered insane. But that was.

in fact, what happened. And that was. in

fact, what was ultimately defeated.

Reconstruction was a period of enor-

mous promise but also of promises unful-

filled. As we aptly wrote in “Black and
Red—Class Struggle Road to Negro
Freedom” (1966. reprinted in Marxist
Bulletin No. 9):

“Capitaiisl and slave alike stood to gain
from the suppression of the planter aris-

tocracy but beyond that had no further

common interests. In fact, it was the
Negroes themselves who. within the

protective framework provided by the

Reconstruction Acts and the military
dictatorship of the occupying Union
Army, carried through the social revo-
lution and destruction of the old planter

class.”

The defeat of Reconstruction did not

begin with the 1877 Compromise, when
the handful of federal troops remaining
in the South were withdrawn to their bar-

racks. Its seeds were sown almost from
the beginning with the refusal of even the

Radical faction of the Republican Parly

(except for a very small number that

included Pennsylvania Representative

Thaddeus Stevens) to carry out a program
of land confiscation from the old slave
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Klan terror against Radical Reconstruction: ex-Confederate soldiers burn
down black school in Memphis, 1866.

oligarchy and distribution of that land to

freedmen and landless whites.

The indisputably radical program of

equal political rights collided with the

reality facing the former slaves, whose
condition was one of destitution and lack

of property. Land was the key question.

Yet it was precisely land that the bour-

geoisie denied to the former slaves.

American Capitalism and Black
Oppression

As we wrote in the Programmatic
Statement of the Spartacist League/U.S.

(2000): "While many freedmen desired to

have the former plantations redistributed

to those who tilled them, the American
bourgeoisie was not interested in a thor-

oughgoing social reconstruction of the

South. Northern capitalists looked at the

devastated South and saw an opportunity

not for building a radical democracy but

for exploiting Southern resources, and the

freedmen, profitably.” The bourgeoisie’s

aim was not to create a class of indepen-

dent black yeomen but to get the agricul-

tural workforce, namely blacks, back to

toiling for the landowners.

While the Civil War was a tremendous

social revolution, it was also a belated

one, the last great bourgeois-democratic

revolution. The belated nature of this rev-

olution meant that as soon as it effected

one of the greatest acts of expropriation

in history—the freeing, without compen-

sation, of four million people branded as

chattel or property—an act necessary for

the further development of American cap-

italism, the bourgeoisie was unwilling to

go further on the economic front.

Consider as a point of reference the

1848 revolutions in Europe, when the

bourgeoisies in several European coun-

tries made common cause with the forces

of aristocratic reaction against the insur-

gent proletariat. This period marked the

end of the historically progressive role

played by the European bourgeoisies. In

their March 1850 address to the Com-
munist League, Karl Marx and Friedrich

Engels emphasized that "it is our inter-

est and our task to make the revolution

permanent, until all more or less possess-

ing classes have been forced out of their

position of dominance,” the working class

has taken state power and the revolution

has spread internationally. "For us the

issue cannot be the alteration of private

property but only its annihilation, not the

smoothing over of class antagonisms but

the abolition of classes, not the improve-

ment of the existing society but the foun-

dation of a new one.”

Contrasting the Civil War and Recon-

struction era to the period of the French

Revolution, American Communist Party

historian James Allen wrote in Reconstruc-

tion: The Battlefor Democracy 1865-1876

(1937): "The Second American Revolution

look place at a much later period, when the

bourgeoisie was already so highly matured

that, in relation to a rising proletariat and

farming middle class in the North, it was

becoming reactionary. The rapidity of cap-

italist development was sapping seriously

the revolutionary potency of the bourgeoi-

sie.” It took six decades from the start of

the French Revolution in 1789 until 1848

for the nature of both the bourgeoisie and

the laboring classes in Europe, specifi-

cally France, to decisively change. In the

U.S., instead of 60 years, there was about

a decade between the end of the Civil War

and the end of Reconstruction,

The bourgeois order that emerged out

of the French Revolution saw its biggest

enemy in feudal-derived forces of reac-

tion in France and throughout Europe. In

contrast, the consolidated bourgeois order

that emerged out of the U.S. Civil War

was confronted with tumultuous demands

by the freedmen in the South for land and

tumultuous labor upheavals in the North.

From today’s vantage point, there is a

quality of tragic inevitability when deal-

ing with Reconstruction, even if this or

that contour could have been different.

The bourgeoisie was not going to com-

plete the radical social transformation in

the South. The labor movement, although

combative, was too politically backward

and immature. The freedmen and their

allies fought with all their might but

were simply too weak. Nonetheless, our

purpose as Marxists looking back at this

period is to try to understand how and

why things turned out the way they did,

not least because we fight to change the

world today.

The defeat of Reconstruction is like a

wide brush painting American reality to

this day. Out of this defeat, black people

were consolidated as a race-color caste,

a permanent mark of capitalist America.

Black people have always been an inte-

gral part of the U.S. economy. Their sto-

len labor laid the foundation of American

capitalism. Yet, they are in the mass forc-

ibly segregated at the bottom of society.

Every bourgeois society has some
national, religious or ethnic minority

that faces discrimination and oppression.

John Mayall

Karl Marx: "Labor cannot emanci-
pate itself in the white skin where in

the black it is branded.”

Black oppression in the U.S., however,

has unique characteristics. It is a strategic

component of the bourgeois order, with

its material basis embedded in the very

nature of American capitalism. The U.S.

civil rights movement of the 1950s and

’60s successfully fought to overturn legal

segregation in the South. But as we often

point out. when it moved North it faced

the intractable reality of segregation and

oppression built into American capital-

ism itself. Yes, there is a black president,

and sanctimonious bourgeois ideologues

pat themselves on the back over the sup-

posed accomplishments of “post-racial”

America. But that intractable reality of

black oppression remains and can be

measured in mass unemployment, impov-

erishment, segregation, ghettoization and

imprisonment.

Black oppression is the bedrock of U.S.

capitalism and to touch it in any serious

way is to touch the question of revolution.

As a caste, black people face oppression

regardless of their social class. At the

same time, black oppression is deeply

and fundamentally intertwined with class

in this country. As veteran American
Trotskyist Richard S. Fraser pul it. “The

Negro question appeared upon the scene

as a class question.” In the main, the black

person was a slave, then a sharecropper or

tenant farmer and then part of the multi-

racial working class. For the bourgeoisie,

racist poison is an invaluable tool to keep

the working class—while, black, immi-

grant—divided and its potential revolu-

tionary power checked. For the American

proletariat to free itself from wage slavery,

it must answer the unresolved question of

Reconstruction, that is, racial oppression,

by fighting for black liberation through

socialist revolution.

The Civil War and Its

Background
The First American Revolution, the

War of Independence, put an end to Brit-

ish rule over the 13 colonies, paving the

way for the expansion and development of

the indigenous economy. However, it was

not a social revolution but more a politi-

cal one over who would call the shots in

the colonies. The nature of the revolution

defined its fundamental conservatism.

Left unresolved in the American Rev-

olution was the question of slavery—i.e.,

the very course and nature of economic

development in the newly formed United

States. What emerged was a strengthen-

ing of the slaveowners’ powers. For exam-

ple, written into the U.S. Constitution is

the "Three-Fifths Compromise.” which

counted black slaves, concentrated in

the South, as three-fifths of a person for

determining the total number of state rep-

resentatives in Congress. It, among other

things, helped ensure Southern domina-

tion of American politics. Of the first 16

presidents, concluding with Abraham Lin-

coln. eleven were slaveowners, and several

of the remaining five had close familial

relations who engaged in human bondage.

As a slave society—i.e., a society

where the primary mode of production

was based on slave labor—the South

resembled ancient Rome. American slav-

ery, North or South, quickly came to be

equated with black skin. Rome never had

to justify slavery; it simply was the pre-

vailing mode of production. In contrast,

American slavery, existing in the frame-

work of world capitalism with its claims

to rights and liberties, demanded justifi-

cation. Slavery thus came to be conflated

with black skin color, giving birth to the

social concept of race.

The slave order had a dialectical

relationship with capitalism, helping to

foment its growth while also restraining

that growth and being restrained by it.

The key role played by slavery and all-

round bloody plunder in the primitive

accumulation of capital was powerfully

captured by Marx in Capital: “The dis-

covery of gold and silver in America, the

extirpation, enslavement and entombment

in mines of the indigenous population of

that continent, the beginnings of the con-

quest and plunder of India, and the con-

version of Africa into a preserve for the

commercial hunting of blackskins, are ail

things which characterise the dawn of the

era of capitalist production.” Concluding

that capital comes into this world “drip-

ping from head to toe, from every pore.

with blood and dirt,” Marx asserted: ‘The

veiled slavery of the wage-labourers in

Europe needed the unqualified slavery of

the New World as its pedestal.”

American slavery, well into the 19lh

century, played an important role in the

development of international capitalism.

For example, in 1860 about 75 percent

of the cotton used in British textile pro-

duction came from the American South.

Southern plantation agriculture, "King

Cotton," supplied the principal exports for

the early American bourgeois state, provid-

ing the financial resources for the growth

of mercantile and industrial capitalism in

the North. At the same time, the Southern

plantation .system acted as a brake on the

growth of industrial capitalism.

Throughout the period between the

American Revolution and the Civil War,

repeated "compromises” sought to offset

what was called the “irrepressible conflict"

between the North and South. However,

each compromise only delayed the inevi-

table conflict and further entrenched the

power of the slavocracy. The abolition of

slavery required a brutal civil war in which

more than 620,000 soldiers were killed.

Each social order, capitalist and

slaveowning, sought expansion. For the

South, expansion was a question of life

and death, not least because slave-based

plantation agriculture tended to overwork

the soil, requiring the acquisition of new
land to maintain crop production. And the

question that always arose was whether

newly incorporated states would be free

or slave. It was precisely for the sake of

expanding the slave power that the U.S.

invaded Mexico in 1846-48, in the pro-

cess stealing half of Mexico’s territory.

The 1850s saw a number of events that

brought the question to a head. Coming
off the Mexican-American War was the

“Compromise of 1850,” which made Cal-

ifornia a free state but pul off a decision

on the rest of the former Mexican territo-

ries. opening the door to slavery. As part

of that compromise. Congress passed

the Fugitive Slave Act mandating that

Northern states, where slavery had been

abolished years or decades before, return

runaway slaves to their owners. Not only

were slaves returned to their masters, but

many free black people in the North were

captured and enslaved by what abolition-

ists aptly called “bloodhounds.” Then, in

1857 the U.S. Supreme Court in the Dred
Scott case denied citizenship rights to

all blacks, including free men. declaring

that black people “had no rights which the

white man was bound to respect.”

There also was “Bleeding Kansas,”

a localized expression of the conflict

to come, fought with arms in hand over

whether Kansas would be a free or a slave

state. In Kansas. John Brown built a rep-

utation as a fighter for black freedom.

His raid on the armory in Harper’s Ferry,

Virginia, in October 1859 by a multiracial

band of fighters aiming to spark a slave

rebellion can be said to mark the real

opening of the Civil War.

As a military act. Brown’s raid was
a failure. But as a political act, it was a

continued on page 6

No. 23, Feb. 201 3 $1 (32 pages)

Black History is sent to WV subscribers.

Make checks payable/mail to:

Spartacist Pub. Co., Box 1377 GPO
New York, NY10116

7 FEBRUARY 2014 5



Reconstruction...
(continuedfrom page 5)

strike for freedom that paved the way for

the Second American Revolution and the

destruction of slavery. Foreshadowing the

coming war, the military officer in com-

mand of defeating and capturing Brown

and his men was Robert E. Lee, who
went on to become the celebrated general

of the Confederate army. On 2 Decem-

ber 1859, the day of his execution. John

Brown scrawled a small note that stated:

“! John Brown am now quite certain that

the crimes of this guilty land: will never

be purged away: but with blood.” That

was to come shortly thereafter, following

the I860 election of Abraham Lincoln as

president.

It is useful to recall what the political

parties represented at the time. The domi-

nant one was the Democratic Party, which

was a coalition of Southern and Northern

forces. In the South, it was the party of

the slavocracy, and the slavocracy held

sway in the party. In the North, it repre-

sented merchant capitalists who profited

from trade, particularly in cotton, with the

South. Its popular base in the North was

the white urban poor, especially immi-

grant workers such as Irish Catholics. In

both South and North, it was thoroughly

racist.

The Republican Party formed in the

1850s around opposition to the expan-

sion of slavery. Republican ideology

was encapsulated well by the title of

historian Eric Foner’s 1970 book Free

Soil, Free Labor, Free Men. The party

quickly became dominant in parts of the

North. It represented the growing power

and interest of the burgeoning industrial

bourgeoisie as well as small farmers. The
parly sought the development of modern
industry, supporting railroad land grants

and advocating high tariffs on imports.

While there were abolitionists among the

Republicans, the party did not demand an

immediate end to slavery. It viewed the

extension of slave territory as an obstacle

to economic growth.

The clash between the Southern slav-

ocracy and Northern capital boiled over

with the 1860 presidential election. On
the eve of the elections, the Democratic

Party split along sectional lines. The
Northern Democrats were not opposed to

slavery. Their position was that in each

newly incorporated stale, the legality of

slavery should be decided by popular

vote (of white males). But the Southern

Democrats, supremely arrogant in their

defense of slavery, forced the split. As a

result, the Republican candidate Abraham
Lincoln won the presidency. The South

soon declared war. rallying behind the

banner of “states’ rights,” which to this

day means racist reaction.

For the North, the Civil War was by

necessity a war of liberation. As Du Bois

put it; “The Negro became free because

the North could not win the Civil War
if he remained in slavery.” That did not

mean that leading politicians, including

Lincoln, saw it that way from the begin-

ning. To them, the war was simply to save

the Union. But others recognized real-

ity, such as the radical abolitionists who
devoted their lives to wiping out slavery.

And the slavocracy understood that it was

fighting for its life as a class. Across the

Atlantic, so did Marx and Engels. Marx
characterized the war as “nothing but

a struggle between two social systems,

the system of slavery and the system of

free labour,” adding that it “can only be

ended by the victory of one system or

the other.” While the British bourgeoisie

wholeheartedly supported the South, the

founders of .scientific socialism labored

to win English working-class support for

the North—even as most of these textile

workers relied on Southern cotton for

their livelihoods.

There is a very interesting exchange

between Marx and Engels, both of whom
were critical of the North’s conduct of the

war in its early years. In a July 1862 letter

to Marx, Engels bitterly complained of the

“flabbiness” of the North: “They shrink

from conscription, from resolute fiscal

measures, from attacking slavery, from

everything that is urgently necessary.” He
added. “Unless the North instantly adopts

a revolutionary stance, it will get the terri-

ble thrashing it deserves—and that’s what

seems to be happening.”

Marx’s response reasserts the social

revolutionary nature of the war. He
acknowledges that the North had so far

been conducting the war along "constitu-

tional” rather than “revolutionary lines”

but nonetheless asserts: “All this is going

to take another turn. The North will, at

last, wage the war in earnest [and) have

recourse to revolutionary methods,”

meaning the abolition of slavery and

enlistment of black troops. A single such

regiment, Marx wrote, "would have a

remarkable effect on Southern nerves.”

In a subsequent letter, he chides Engels;

“It strikes me that you allow yourself to
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be influenced by the military aspect of

things a little too much."

Lincoln came to understand the urgent

need to make this war into one of libera-

tion. He issued the Emancipation Procla-

mation. which went into effect on 1 Jan-

uary 1863, and called for the raising of

black troops. Some 200,000 black people

joined (he Union Army and Navy, fight-

ing a war for freedom. They helped to

turn the tide of the war. Against enormous

opposition from Northern Democrats

and others who wanted a compromise
with the slavocracy—including during

the 1864 elections, which he believed he

would lose—Lincoln did not back down
on the elimination of slavery. Frederick

Douglass issued one of the most astute

assessments of Lincoln shortly after his

assassination, declaring that he was “a

progressive man: he never took any step

backwards. He did not begin by playing

the role of Moses and end by playing that

of Pharaoh; he began by playing Pharaoh

and ended by playing Moses."

Presidential Reconstruction

The question of reconstruction began to

come to the fore as early as 1863. when
the Union had committed itself to abo-

lition and won some major battles. The
question posed was; on what basis will

the Southern states be readmitted into the

Union? Marx concluded his famous 1864

letter to Lincoln by declaring that it fell

to Lincoln to “lead his country through

the matchless struggle for the rescue of an

enchained race and the reconstruction of

a social world." Lincoln's Reconstruction

plan was called the “10 percent plan." It

was quite lenient to the Southern states.

When 10 percent of a stale's 1860 voting

rolls claimed adherence to the Union, they

would elect a state government that could

then be readmitted.

Radical Republicans protested it bit-

terly and proposed their own plan. Massa-

chusetts Senator Charles Sumner declared

that by going into rebellion the Southern

-States had committed "state suicide."

meaning they would have to be “recon-

structed" before readmission. Thaddeus
Stevens was even more radical. He argued

that the South was akin to a conquered

foreign territory and therefore subject to

the whims of Congress.

In 1864. in opposition to Lincoln, Rad-

icals passed the Wade-Davis Bill, which
required that the Southern slates write

constitutions abolishing slavery and that

a majority of each state’s white males

pledge support to the federal Constitution.

Only then could elections be held for a

constitutional convention, with suffrage

restricted to those who look an "Ironclad

oath" that they never rebelled against the

U.S. Critics complained that the provi-

sions were virtually impossible to meet,

making it likely there would be prolonged

Congressional control over the Southern
states. Lincoln never signed or vetoed the

bill; he just let it die.

Having made enemies of the Radicals
over Reconstruction. Lincoln, the con-
summate politician, then worked with
them on the Thirteenth Amendment.
Lincoln’s Reconstruction plan, however.

Freed slaves voting in New Orleans following the Civil War. Reconstruction

was most democratic period in U.S. history.

never addressed black suffrage. The clos-

est he came was in a speech four days

before his assassination, when he argued

that literate blacks and black Union sol-

diers should be given the franchise.

It should be noted that there was a major

difference of approach, not only of policy,

between Lincoln and the Radicals. The

Radicals had a real plan for Reconstruc-

tion. For Lincoln, the main point was to

provide a plan that would undermine the

Confederacy from within—i.e., put down

your arms, and we will be lenient. Whether

he would have gone beyond that is a mat-

ter of speculation. Lincoln was shot on 14

April 1865. He died the next day. six days

after Lee surrendered to Grant.

With Lincoln dead, the presidency

moved to Vice President Andrew John-

son. From Tennessee. Johnson was the

only Senator from a seceding state to

stay in the Union government. Picked as

Lincoln’s running mate during the 1864

elections as a political sop to Democratic

Party Unionists, Johnson saw himself as

a representative of the poor white farmers

of the South and was known as an oppo-

nent of the Southern oligarchy.

Marx and Engels initially had hope for

Johnson, as did the Radicals. In an address

on behalf of the International Working-

men’s Association, the First International.

Marx wrote: “Yours, Sir. has become the

task to uproot by the law what has been

felled by the sword, to preside over the

arduous work of political reconstruction

and social regeneration.” In a letter to

Marx, Engels predicted: “Johnson will

insist on confiscation of the great estates,

which will make the pacification and reor-

ganisation of the South rather more acute."

To pul it mildly, things did not go that way.

Johnson hated the Southern oligarchy,

but he haled black people far more, view-

Library ol Congress

Thaddeus Stevens. Radical Republi-
can Congressman.

ing free blacks as a threat to poor whites.

He mostly reversed the few land confis-

cations that took place. Even the 10 per-

cent plan was done away with in favor of

a plan whereby any number of supposedly

loyal whites could form the basis of a state

government. Johnson provided blanket

amnesties to most Confederates. Indeed,

in 1865-66. many of the Representatives

and Senators sent to Washington from the

South were former Confederates, includ-

ing, as Senator. Alexander Stephens, the

former vice president of the Confederacy.

Johnson encouraged the Southern
states (though they needed little encour-

agement) to implement Black Codes. The
laws' purpose was to subjugate blacks:

they could not bear arms; their right to

land ownership was severely restricted;

they had a poll tax placed on them; they

were forced into contracts with their for-

mer masters to keep working the land;

and it was made illegal for a black man
to be unemployed, meaning he could be

arrested, fined, jailed and sent to work on
the plantations. In essence, with an assist

from Johnson, the former slavocracy

maintained the despised system of gang
labor on the plantations.
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To be sure, black people fought back.

During the war and in the period after-

ward. hundreds of thousands left the plan-

tations with little more than the clothes

on their backs, flooding into cities like

New Orleans looking for work. In addi-

tion. there were thousands of armed black

soldiers throughout the South. "Colored

conventions" took place to protest the

injustices of the Black Codes.

Southern while racists responded with

ferocious and violent reaction. The Klan

was founded in Tennessee in 1865 by

former Confederate soldiers. In addition,

countless other Confederate guerrillas and

soldiers were instituting a reign of terror

against blacks.

Two massacres caught the attention

of the North. The first one took place

in Memphis in early May 1866. It was

sparked by an altercation between white

cops and black Union veterans. White

mobs rampaged through black neighbor-

hoods for three days. In the end, nearly 50

black people were slaughtered.

Less than three months later, there was

another massacre, in New Orleans. While a

Radical-dominated constitutional conven-

tion was meeting inside the State House

to discuss black suffrage, about 200 black

people, many of them Union Army veter-

ans. gathered outside to welcome the con-

ventioneers. A race-terrorist group known

as the Southern Cross, which included

local police and Confederate veterans, had

likewise gathered. After a signal shot was

fired, the white mob launched its rampage.

Some 600-700 shots were fired and black

people were hunted through the streets

of the city. Nearly 50 black people were

murdered.

Radical Reconstruction

The supreme arrogance of the former

slavocracy. the intransigence of Johnson,

the institution of the Black Codes and

the bloody massacres all worked to turn

Northern public opinion toward the Radi-

cals. For many moderate Republican poli-

ticians. representing various sectors of the

bourgeoisie, what was posed was whether

the Southern oligarchy would continue to

rule as before. When Congress recon-

vened in December 1865, a parliamentary

war of sorts started to unfold between the

Republicans and President Johnson.

Johnson claimed that Reconstruction

had been completed. The Republicans

shot back by refusing to recognize John-

son’s governments or seat Representatives

from the South. In the 1866 Congressional

elections, taking place on the heels of the

Memphis and New Orleans massacres,

the Republicans won a decisive victory,

gaining control of more than two-thirds

of Congress. Radical Reconstruction was

to begin.

Even before the elections. Republicans

had passed—over Johnson’s veto—the

Civil Rights Act of 1866. This legislation

provided the basis for the introduction of

the Fourteenth Amendment, which granted

citizenship to everyone born in the U.S..

including black people. In the debate over

the Amendment, the question of black suf-

frage became a lightning rod. Thaddeus

Stevens, while voting for the Amendment,

was highly critical of it, not least because

it only implied black suffrage.

The Fourteenth Amendment is one

of the most important and contentious

in U.S. history. Decades after its adop-

tion. this Amendment became the legal

foundation that formally guaranteed the

rights enumerated in the Bill of Rights to

the vast bulk of the population. In recent

years, the Fourteenth Amendment has

come under attack by anti-immigrant

bigots because it gives citizenship to the

children of immigrants, including those

without documents. It's an expression ot

the lies between the rights of blacks and

immigrants.

Along with the Radicals in the U.S.,

Marx and Engels quickly became disil-

lusioned with Johnson. Engels noted in a

July 1865 letter to Marx that anti-black

sentiment in the South was "coming

out more and more violently." "Without

coloured suffrage.” he wrote, "nothing

can be done." One should not be under

the illusion that the North was a haven

of enlightenment. Black suffrage in the

North was restricted in virtually every

state. The difference was that black peo-

ple constituted less than 2 percent of the

Northern population. In the South, they

were the majority in some stales and very

sizable minorities in others. In Southern

elections, a voting black population would

hold the balance in determining the ruling

party. Thus, it was Republicans from the

Deep South, probably the most conserva-

tive sector of the parly, who initially sup-

ported and even pushed for black voting

rights.

Amid debates over suffrage, the Con-

gressional war with Johnson continued.

At every turn. Johnson sought to thwart

the efforts of the Republican-dominated

Congress. For example, in early 1865

the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen. and

Abandoned Lands—better known as the

Freedmen’s Bureau—was established for

a one-year term to aid newly freed blacks

in the South (they also provided aid to dis-

placed poor whites). When it came time

to renew the Freedmen’s Bureau in 1866,

Johnson vetoed it. and Congress overrode

the veto. Likewise. Johnson mobilized

against the Fourteenth Amendment and

encouraged states not to ratify it.

In an April 1866 letter to Engels, as

fighting between Congress and Johnson

healed up. Marx wrote: “The phase of the

Civil War over, only now have the United

States really entered the revolutionary

phase, and the European wiseacres who

believe in the omnipotence of Mr. John-
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son will soon be disappointed.” Things

came to a head when Congress passed

the Reconstruction Acts, four laws pro-

mulgated between March 1867 and March

1868 that completely overturned Presi-

dential Reconstruction. Johnson vetoed

these, and his vetoes were overturned.

These Acts marked the real beginning

of Radical Reconstruction. The govern-

ments of the former Confederate stales—
except Tennessee, which had already

ratified the Fourteenth Amendment—
were dissolved. To be readmitted into

the Union, there were several conditions

stales had to meet. New state constitu-

tions had to be drafted, which then had

to be approved by Congress. These con-

stitutions had to enshrine universal male

suffrage (i.e.. give the franchise to black

men) and disenfranchise whites who had

been leading members of the Confeder-

acy. The former Confederate slates also

had to ratify the Fourteenth Amendmeni.

The former Confederacy was divided

into five military districts and placed

under the authority of federal troops. Con-

gress assigned the commanders to oversee

each military district. Johnson continued

his obstruction. When Congress appointed

a commander who was sympathetic to the

Radicals. Johnson removed him. When
Congress set a condition for the Southern

states, he tried to overturn it.

Things went so far that Johnson was

impeached by Congressional Republicans.

They claimed that he had overstepped

his powers as president. Congress fell

one vote short of removing him. This

was most likely the result of backroom

dealing: the 1868 elections were about to

begin and Johnson promised to not fur-

ther obstruct Congress if allowed to finish

his term.

I want to speak for a minute about the

question of federal troops in the South

during Reconstruction. Congress appor-

tioned only 2.000 soldiers per stale, a

total of about 22.000. Usually these sol-

diers. many of whom were black, were

confined to their barracks or

brought out to guard stale capitol

buildings under attack by white

racist mobs. The contradictory

reality is that, on the one hand,

without these troops next to noth-

ing in Reconstruction would have

been accomplished. On the other

hand, the number of troops was

nowhere near enough to fully

implement the letter and spirit of

the Reconstruction Acts. In fact,

the number of troops quickly

began to dwindle with Johnson’s

massive demobilization of the

Army following the war—from

one million soldiers to 38.000

by the end of 1866. Many of the

troops originally sent to the South

were quickly siphoned off to fight

Native Americans in the West.

The 1868 presidential elections

became, in effect, a referendum

on Congressional Reconstruction.

The Republicans ran war hero

Ulysses S. Grant with Schuyler

Colfax as his running mate. The

Democrats ran former New York

governor Horatio Seymour, with

former Missouri Congressman Francis

Blair Jr. as his running mate.

The Democrats’ motto was: "This is

a White Man’s Country; Let White Men

Rule." As historian David Blight put it in

his Race and Reunion (2001). the Demo-

crats “conducted one of the most explicitly

racist presidential campaigns in Ameri-

can history." Grant ran under the rather

inane slogan "Let Us Have Peace." while

promising to not interfere with Congress’s

Reconstruction policy.

Although Grant emerged victorious,

in good part due to the Southern black

vote, what marked the 1868 elections was

massive racist violence in the South by

the Klan and its ilk. To give you but a

few examples: Several Republican lead-

ers, black and white, were assassinated in

Arkansas and South Carolina. In Camilla.

Georgia, 400 armed whites, led by the

local sheriff, opened fire on a black elec-

tion rally and then scoured the country-

side looking for those who escaped. At

least 20 were killed or wounded.

While gangs roamed New Orleans,

breaking up Republican meetings. In

St. Landry, Louisiana, a mob invaded

area plantations, killing some 200 black

people. In Louisiana alone, nearly 1,100

people, the vast majority freedmen. were

murdered between April and November

1868. Nonetheless, at the risk of liveli-

hoods and lives, black people voted in

droves, determined to exercise their newly

acquired rights of citizenship.

Buoyed by Grant's electoral victory,

the Radicals moved on to the Fifteenth

Amendment in early 1869. It granted uni-

versal male suffrage throughout the coun-

try regardless of "race, color, or previous

condition of servitude." Even this measure

fell short of what many Radicals wanted.

Women were still disenfranchised and

while the Amendment prohibited barring

the vote on the basis of race, it said noth-

ing about other qualifications, like prop-

erty ownership, literacy or the payment of

a poll tax. These would all be used later to

disenfranchise black people in the South.

Despite the Amendment’s ratification in

early 1870, that year marked the beginning

of the decline of Reconstruction. By 1870.

the Freedmen's Bureau was a shadow of

its former self, though it would continue to

exist in name until 1872. Thaddeus Stevens,

probably the closest thing the U.S. had to a

parliamentary Jacobin, had died in August

1868. More fundamentally, what the Fif-

teenth Amendment brought to a head was

the debate among the Radicals specifically

and the Republicans more generally over

the question of political rights versus eco-

nomic independence. If the land question

was off the agenda and the main issue was

to be framed entirely in terms of political

rights, then for most Republicans the Fif-

teenth Amendment represented the culmi-

nation of these rights. Yet. without land

to the freedmen. Reconstruction had little

hope of success.

[TO BE CONTINUED]
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South Africa...
(continuedfrom page 1)

the imperialist U.S. and German embas-

sies. On paper, NUMSA’s decision on the

elections marks a significant break from

the ANC, but it was not on the basis of a

principled opposition to supporting a cap-

italist party.

In an II December 2013 leaflet, our

Spartacist South Africa comrades noted

that the NUMSA leadership maintains its

loyally to Mandela’s ANC. particularly

the bourgeois-populist Freedom Charter

adopted in 1955. The NUMSA tops also

swear by the "two-stage revolution" doc-

trine of the SACK long a formula for ally-

ing with a supposedly progressive wing of

the bourgeoisie. While Irvin Jim decries

particular “neoliberal” policies adopted

by the Alliance, such as the late 1990s

GEAR program and the current National

Development Plan (NDP), he upholds

the Reconstruction and Development

Programme (RDP) of the first ANC-led

government, a blueprint for a "reformed”

capitalism that did nothing to satisfy the

masses’ needs.

We reprint below the SSA leaflet, which

was distributed at the NUMSA congress.

*

From all sides, the Special National

Congress of the National Union of Met-

alworkers of South Africa (NUMSA) on

13-16 December (now postponed to 17-20

December) has become the focus of

intense interest. In particular, the congress

is supposed to decide on a proposal that

NUMSA not support the ANC in the 2014

elections (including refusing to pay a R2
million [$180,000] “political levy” to the

ANC), and another proposal to investigate

"alternatives” to the ANC/SACP/COSATU
Tripartite Alliance. These decisions could

have a significant impact on politics and

the labour movement in neo-apartheid

South Africa. Recognising this, the lead-

ers of the bourgeois ANC—together with

their cronies in the leaderships of the

SACP and COSATU—have been working

overtime to intimidate the NUMSA dele-

gates and either force them to back down
or isolate them. The congress is also sup-

posed to discuss a campaign of political

strikes beginning in February 2014 to pro-

test the National Development Plan (NDP)
and other government attacks.

Many militants in NUMSA (and other

COSATU-affiliated unions) have great

expectations that the congress will be

a step toward ending the union’s subor-

dination to the ANC and the capitalist

government, and seriously fighting for

the working class and poor. The likes of

NUMSA general secretary Irvin Jim and

COSATU’s suspended general secretary

Zwelinzima Vavi have been using a lot

of left rhetoric to build support among
these workers, including acknowledging

that "the post-apartheid state is a capital-

ist state” (Vavi), that the ANC is “bour-

geois,” and suggesting that their oppo-

nents in the Alliance play the role, under

neo-apartheid, of “receptionists of while

monopoly capital and imperialism” (Jim

and NUMSA deputy general secretary

Karl Cloete). This is cynical hypocrisy on

the part of the NUMSA leaders and Vavi,

given that they themselves have been

very reliable “receptionists” over the last

20 years of neo-apartheid rule, strangling

strikes on behalf of the bosses and repeat-

edly herding the working class as voting

cattle for the bourgeois ANC.
The anger and disgust of many work-

ers toward COSATU president Sdumo
Dlamini and others in the “anti-Vavi”

faction of COSATU is understandable.

Dlamini and Co. are open, craven apol-

ogists /or every atrocity committed by

the Zuma^led government—most des-

picably for the bloody massacre of 34

striking mineworkers in Marikana last

year. But the role of Vavi, Jim and Co.

has fundamentally been no different

—

they just spout some “critical” phrases

and adopt an “independent” posture

while pushing through the same class-

collaborationist betrayals. Last year they

stood shoulder-to-shoulder with Dlamini

and the National Union of Minework-

ers tops against the Marikana strikers,

including supporting Zuma for a second

term just a few months after the massa-

cre. Earlier that year, Irvin Jim and other

NUMSA leaders visited Zuma at his lavish

Nkandla homestead, where they report-

edly discussed the possibility of Vavi

being promoted to Zuma’s deputy among
other measures to smooth over tensions in

the Alliance. And don’t think for a minute

that they have “learned their lesson”: Vavi

and the NUMSA tops are currently suing

COSATU in the courts of the very same

state—a capitalist state, as even Vavi now
admits—to have Vavi’s suspension lifted.

This is yet another betrayal of elementary

working-class principles.

What’s urgently needed is a policy of

complete political and organisational

independence from the bourgeoisie, its

parties and its state. A decision to not vote

for the ANC in the elections would be sig-

nificant, but on its own this is not enough

for working-class political independence.

The NUMSA leadership’s proposals are

not based on any principled opposition to

political support for bourgeois parties, but

on the hopes of pressuring the ANC and

the government to change some of their

policies. This is clear from the NUMSA
National Office Bearers’ (NOB) notes

distributed to delegates of the NUMSA
Regional Congresses on 23 November.

Everything is blamed on “the neo-liberal

NDP”—as if the capitalist Tripartite Alli-

ance government hadn't been carrying out

constant attacks on workers, immigrants

and unemployed people in the townships

and rural areas for some 19 years before

the adoption of the NDP, whether under

the RDP, GEAR or some other label!

The point of the NUMSA tops' focus

on particular policies is to cover up their

own role in propping up neo-apartheid

capitalism all these years, and to channel

the anger of the working class and poor

into the reformist dead-end of tinkering

with the system of capitalist exploitation

and oppression—to “transform the state”

or "fundamentally change the current

socioeconomic strategy of the govern-

ment,” as the NUMSA NOB notes put

it. The capitalist government, and the

state it administers, can never “funda-

mentally change” to represent the inter-

ests of the workers and oppressed. As
comrade Lenin explained in Stale and
Revolution (1917), the capitalist stale can

never be used to serve the interests of the

oppressed and exploited classes; it must

be smashed, broken through a workers

Gallo

NUMSA general secretary Irvin Jim.

revolution, and replaced with the dicta-

torship of the proletariat to suppress the

capitalist exploiters and begin socialist

reconstruction of society. In South Africa,

where the unresolved task of national lib-

eration for the non-white majority is stra-

tegic, this means a black-centred work-

ers government, which would include full

democratic rights and an important role

for the coloured and Indian toilers, as well

as for those whites who would accept a

government based centrally on the black

working people.

As a possible alternative to the Tri-

partite Alliance, the NUMSA National

Office Bearers propose something they

cal! a “United Front,” which they say

would be “similar to the UDF [United

Democratic Front] of the 1980s” and

based centrally on the “full implemen-

tation of the Freedom Charter.” The for-

mation envisioned by the NOB proposal,

like the UDF of the 1980s, is a popular

front and has nothing at all in common
with the united front tactic as employed

by the Bolsheviks of Lenin and Trotsky

and the early Communist International.

The united front is an agreement reached

between two or more parties or organisa-

tions. which have different programmes,

for joint action on specific demands. Each
organisation retains intact its entire pro-

gramme as well as the right to put it for-

ward and criticise the other organisations

in the united front.

The popular front, on the other hand,

is not about agreement for joint action on

specific demands, but agreement on a com-
mon programme between working-class

and bourgeois organisations—and inevi-

tably, that common programme is bour-

geois. The popular front is not a lactic

to advance the interests of the working

class, but a class-collaborationist betrayal

of those interests. The history of bloody

defeats suffered by the working class as a

result of the popular front is long—from

strangling the Spanish Revolution in the

1930s and paving the way for the Franco

dictatorship, to subordinating the work-

ing class in Chile to Salvador Allende’s

Unidad Popular and opening the way for

Pinochet’s bloody coup in 1973, to the

Marikana massacre in 2012.

Despite the myths preached by Jim.

Vavi and the like, there is nothing “social-

ist” or “working-class” about the Freedom

Charter— it is a bourgeois-populist pro-

gramme. The ANC leaders have always

been quite honest about its bourgeois

nature, including the recently deceased

ANC icon Nelson Mandela, who empha-

sised in his 1956 article “In Our Lifetime”

that the Charter was “by no means a blue-

print for a socialist stale.” but rather aimed

at making possible “the development of

a prosperous Non-European bourgeois

class.” The Freedom Charter’s rhetoric

about “the people” sharing the wealth,

etc., is nothing but a populist smoke-

screen intended to obscure the class divi-

sions among the black majority and keep

the black proletariat shackled by nation-

alism—the mistaken belief that all who

were oppressed under white minority rule

have common class interests. The reality

of the neo-apartheid system that resulted

from the negotiated settlement with the

white rulers has been a layer of mainly

politically-connected blacks enriching

themselves in partnership with the same

Randlords and monopoly capitalists who
dominated under apartheid. The super-

exploitation of mainly black labour and

grinding oppression of the masses remain

unchanged. To try to foist the bourgeois

Freedom Charter on the working class

now means ignoring the experience from

the past 20 years of continued suffering

under this system and preparing the way

for more betrayals and defeats.

Another alternative proposed by the

NUMSA NOB document concerns the

kind of parly required by the working

class; “Given that the SACP has become
embedded in the stale, we must explore

the establishment of a Movement for

Socialism.” Just what this means is sup-

posed to be determined by investigating

"different types of parties—from mass
workers parties to vanguard parties”

and studying “the lessons we can learn

from such countries as Brazil, Venezuela,

Bolivia and Greece.” This could include

everything from some kind of reformist

workers party that would seek to admin-
ister capitalism on its own or in coalition

with openly bourgeois forces—like Lula’s

Workers Party (PT) in Brazil—to outright

bourgeois populist parlies like those led

by the late Hugo ChSvez in Venezuela and
Evo Morales in Bolivia. None of these

alternatives offer a solution to the burning

problems faced by the working class and
the poor, and they can’t because they are

all premised on maintaining capitalism.

The Workers and Socialist Party (WASP)
has produced a bulletin for the NUMSA
Special Congress with the title. “Sik-

hokhele NUMSA!” (Lead us. NUMSA).
In it, WASP “congratulates the NUMSA
leadership for recognising the changed
political situation post-Marikana” and
“for tabling an agenda that addresses the

key issues facing the working class” while

writing not a single word of criticism of
the betrayals by the NUMSA leaders and
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AFP photos

Mothutiong, January 14: Residents of township near platinum belt built barricades during protest for access to clean

water. Cops unleashed vicious repression, killing four protesters.

Vavi. This is nol surprising, because the

“mass workers parly" that WASP seeks

to create is really no different from the

reformist parly the NUMSA tops are

conlemplaiing—based on touching faith

in the bourgeois stale, narrow trade-union

economism. ignoring questions of special

oppression, and tailing bourgeois nation-

alism. The main force behind WASP, the

Democratic Socialist Movement (DSM),

and their international colhinkers [Peter

Taaffe's Committee for a Workers' Inter-

national! have a long, rotten history of

supporting "strikes” by cops, security

guards and prison guards—who they

grotesquely embrace as “workers in uni-

form.” The DSM’s predecessors were

buried in the ANC up to the mid-1990s,

loyally campaigning for it in elections

and opposing the call for a workers party.

Like Irvin Jim and Co., their beef with

the ANC today is not based on principled

opposition to bourgeois parties, but on

the ANCs adoption of certain unpop-

ular. “neo-liberal" policies like GEAR
and the NDP. which they complain are a

“betrayal" of the Freedom Charter. Thus,

WASP recently tried (unsuccessfully) to

negotiate an electoral bloc with the bour-

geois populist Economic Freedom Fight-

ers (EFF) of Julius Malema.

As a matter of fact, there already is a

mass reformist working class party in South

Africa—the reformist. Stalinist-derived

SACP. While the SACP tops are widely

reviled by many workers in NUMSA and

other unions (and by militants in the SACP
itself) for their wretched betrayals, the

reformist, anti-revolutionary programme

of the SACP is fundamentally what Jim,

Vavi and others are offering up today as

an “alternative”—from recycling the Free-

dom Charter. UDF and other treacherous

popular fronts, to promoting “Two-Stage

Revolution” and alliance with a mythi-

cal. “progressive” wing of the bourgeoisie

under the label of "National Democratic

Revolution.” It is crucial that advanced

workers learn to consciously reject this ref-

ormist programme in favour of the genuine

communism practiced by the Bolshevik

Party under the leadership of Lenin and

Trotsky—the revolutionary international-

ist programme that was trampled under-

foot by the Stalinists and replaced by its

opposite.

We urge workers to study the true pro-

gramme and history of the Bolsheviks,

who were able to lead the only success-

ful workers revolution to date in October

1917. That party was built on the basis

of an uncompromising struggle for the

independence of the working class from

the bourgeoisie and for proletarian lead-

ership of the toiling masses, acting as

a revolutionary tribune of the people to

oppose every manifestation of capitalist

oppression. This is the kind of party that

Spariacist/South Africa, section of the

International Communist League (Fourth

Internationalist), is trying to build. We have

consistently opposed, on principle, any

political support to the ANC or any other

bourgeois parties and from the beginning

denounced the post-1994 neo-apartheid

system, administered by the Tripartite

Alliance government, as a betrayal of

the struggle for black freedom. Today, it

is necessary to assimilate the lessons of

the history of international class strug-

gle—including the last 20 years under

neo-apartheid South Africa—to begin the

work of building the revolutionary van-

guard party needed to get rid of this racist

system of capitalist exploitation. Toward

that end. we raise the following:

1. Break with the bourgeois Tripartite

Alliance! For political independence of

the proletariat from all bourgeois par-

lies—ANC, EFF, PAC (Pan Africanist

Congress], AZAPO (Azanian People’s

Organisation), DA [Democratic Alliance).

Agang, etc.

2. No reliance on the state that mas-

sacred the Marikana strikers. Cops and

security guards out of the unions! The
capitalist courts have no place in disputes

of the workers movement. Labour must

clean its own house!

3. Down with labour brokers! The
unions must fight for full, permanent jobs

for all contract and temporary workers

and for equal pay for equal work. Organ-

ise the unorganised!

4. For integrated, multi-ethnic defence

guards based on the trade unions to fight

against anti-immigrant attacks and defend

working-class communities against vigi-

lantism. Labour must fight for full citi-

zenship rights for all immigrants and

oppose deportations.

5. Down with the Traditional Courts

Bill! This and other attacks hit particularly

black women, who are triply oppressed

under neo-apartheid. For access to free,

safe abortion and birth control on demand,

as part of free, high-quality health care

for all. Oppose oppressive, backward tra-

ditional practices like polygamy, lobola

[bride price) and ukuthwala [abducting

girls or young women for marriage).

6. For a massive public works pro-

gramme, at union wages and conditions,

to maintain and expand roads, build hospi-

tals, schools, housing, etc. For free, quality

health care for all! For free education, open

admissions, and a state-paid living stipend

through to the university level! Smash
“e-tolls"—for free, safe, mass transport!

7. For a 30 hour workw'eek with no

loss in pay to distribute the available

jobs among all who need work and com-

bat unemployment at the expense of the

capitalists. For massive wage increases

to close the apartheid wage gap, and a

sliding scale of wages to keep pace with

the skyrocketing costs of living. For a

class-struggle leadership in the unions!

8. New October Revolutions—nol the

Freedom Charter—are the only way for-

ward to national liberation of the black

majority. For a black-centred workers

government, part of a socialist federation

of Southern Africa, that fights for inter-

national workers rule and an international

planned socialist economy. Expropriate

the bourgeoisie—from Jo’burg, to Lon-

don, to Wall Street!

9. Forge a Leninist-Trotskyist vanguard

party as a section of a reforged Fourth

International, world party of socialist

revolution.!

Reuters

Israeli soldiers arrest Palestinian during protest against expansion of settle-

ment near Ramallah in the West Bank, 17 January.

Israel...
{continuedfrom page 12}

(17 April 2012) to become the “world’s

largest holding facility for asylum-seekers

and migrants.” Conditions in detention

centers are so harsh that many held there

have attempted suicide.

The draconian measures against mi-

grants were accompanied by efforts to

penalize those who shelter or transport

them. Employing refugees incurs fines

and a jail sentence. In 2010, hundreds of

rabbis throughout Israel issued a religious

edict instructing Jewish people not to sell

homes or rent apartments to migrant work-

ers and asylum-seekers.

What is posed is a fight for full citizen-

ship rights for all immigrants, including the

African refugees and everyone else who
has made it Into the country. In Israel, this

democratic demand raises far deeper issues.

The Zionist rulers rail against “infiltrators"

because the influx of non-Jewish immi-
grants runs up against the very foundations

of the Zionist state, at the heart of which is

the “Law of Return” that grants citizenship

on the basis of Jewish ancestry. As Prime

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu ranted: “If

we don't stop the problem, 60,000 infil-

trators are liable to become 600.000, and

cause the negation of the State of Israel as

a Jewish and democratic state."

The plight of African asylum-seekers

is inseparable from the oppression of the

Palestinians, a defining axis on which the

Zionist state turns. Palestinians living in

the Occupied Territories are under lock-

down and imprisoned behind a barrier of

huge concrete walls, electrified fences,

trenches and razor wire, with exit and

entry tightly controlled by the Israeli

army. The walls divide families, separate

farmers from their land and cut the popu-

lation off from jobs, hospitals, schools and

water. Palestinians are continually robbed

of their land, their homes razed to make
room for new .settlements. In Gaza, Pal-

estinians are further subjected to a star-

vation blockade, raids and assassinations.

Israeli Arabs suffer widespread discrim-

ination in housing, jobs, social services and

virtually all aspects of life. Accorded far

fewer rights under the law than Jews, they

live under constant threat of having those

rights stripped away. As a condition of

accepting the latest “peace” plan hatched

in Washington, Netanyahu’s far-right for-

eign minister Avigdor Lieberman has stip-

ulated that predominantly Arab regions in

central and northern Israel must be cut off

from the rest of the country and incorpo-

rated into a rump Palestinian state.

Israel, a major recipient of U.S. military

aid that is routinely hailed as Washington's

"only democratic ally” in the Near East,

is a prison house for not only Palestinians

but also Ethiopian Jews, Bedouins and oth-

ers. Brought into Israel in the 1980s-90s

to inflate the Jewish population. Ethiopian

Jews face rampant racism and discrimina-

tion in housing, transportation, education

and employment. Last year, following a

public expose, the government admit-

ted that it had been injecting Ethiopian

women with Depo-Provera—a potent and

long-lasting contraceptive—without their

knowledge, causing a dramatic fall in the

community birth rate. Bedouin Arabs,

who have lived for centuries in desert vil-

lages. have been denied basic services such

as water, electricity, schools and health

care. A bill introduced in the Knesset last

year but later shelved had sought to forc-

ibly displace 40.000 Bedouin from their

"unrecognized" villages in the Negev.

At the same time that the Zionists vil-

ify immigrants, Israeli capitalists rely

heavily on migrant labor, especially to

fill low-wage menial and unskilled jobs.

After subduing the first Palestinian Inti-

fada. in the 1990s the Israeli rulers ini-

tially moved to replace Palestinian labor

with that of foreign migrants, many from

East Europe and Asia. Denied any and

all rights, these migrant laborers live in

constant fear of police breaking into their

homes in the dead of night to arrest and

deport them. Many children born in Israel

to immigrant parents have been deported

along with their families to countries that

are totally foreign to them.

. Full citizenship rights for all migrant

workers, refugees and their families as

well as the right of return for Palestinians

cannot be realized without a fight to shat-

ter the Zionist capitalist state from within

through socialist revolution. Although the

Jewish working class is heavily imbued
with Zionism, it is exploited at the hands
of its “own” ruling class. After years of

government austerity and wage-gouging,

Israel has one of the highest poverty rates

of any industrialized country in the world,

fueling resentment and anger among work-

ers in both the public and private sectors.

The Near East is a cauldron of peoples

carved up by the imperialists and com-
peting at the expense of each other. At
the same time, imperialist penetration

has created strategic concentrations of

the proletariat, from Iran’s oil workers to

Egypt’s textile and port workers. What
is needed is the construction of revolu-

tionary internationalist workers parties

throughout the region to unite the prole-

tariat—Arab, Persian, Kurdish and Jew-

ish; Muslim and Christian; native-born

and migrant—in struggle on the basis of

a program of world revolution.

Israel/Palesiine is a case of two inter-

penetrated peoples laying claim to the

same piece of land. Assuring the right of

self-determination for both the Palestin-

ian and Jewish peoples requires the over-

throw of the Israeli capitalist rulers and

also those of Jordan. Lebanon and Syria,

where the Arab capitalist rulers oppress

millions of Palestinians. Only through the

creation of a planned economy in a social-

ist federation of the Near East can con-

flicting claims over land and resources be

equitably resolved.!
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Censorship...
(anitiniu'dfrom page 12)

cohesion.” Young Muslims and veiled

women will probably be targeted in the

first instance as part of the ”war on terror."

But such weapons in the ruling class' arse-

nal arc yltimatcly aimed at the organized

working class and its allies. Class struggle

between workers and capitalists is inher-

ently antithetical to "national cohesion."

The working class is the only class with the

social power to shut off the tlow of prof-

its by withdrawing its labor through strike

action. Only the workers can ultimately

challenge and overturn capitalist rule.

Capitalist Austerity, Racist

Terror Fuel Fascists’ Growth

The January 9 Council of State decree

is certainly not the first ban on Dieudon-

nd's shows. In recent years, local courts

have ordered either cancellations or bans

in France. Switzerland and Montreal. In

Brussels in 2012, cops turned off the power

during a performance upon hearing Dieu-

donn^ use "xenophobic” slurs. We protest

and condemn Dieudonn^’s anti-Semitic

poison, which sows division by fueling

racism. In so doing, he serves the very

interests of those he claims to oppose—
namely the French ruling class and its

Zionist allies. The latter seek at all costs

to obscure the common class interests of

Jewish and Palestinian workers in the

Near East and of workers internationally.

Dieudonn^’s personal lies to and promo-

tion of [fascist] Jean-Marie Le Pen, Alain

Soral and Holocaust deniers such as Rob-

ert Faurisson are well known. He also con-

ducted a sympathetic interview with his-

toric skinhead leader Serge Ayoub shortly

after the murder of [anti-fascist youth]

Clement M^ric last summer. During this

interview. Dieudonn^ proclaimed: “We
represent the France of the lower classes,

the France of different origins, different

histories but who in the end.. .have the

same enemy.” Marie’s murderer, Este-

ban Morillo. was a member of the fascist

group Troisi^me Voie [Third Way], which

was founded and led by Ayoub.

In blaming the French Zionist groups

CRIF and LICRA along with the Israeli

state for every possible ill, Dieudonn^ ends

up exonerating the French bourgeoisie.

CRIF and LICRA are agents of Israel, but

they also serve their French masters in help-

ing the bourgeoisie cover up its own history,

which is steeped in anti-Semitism, from

the Dreyfus Affair to the Vichy regime's'

zealous persecution of the Jews—including

sending tens of thousands to their deaths in

Nazi Germany. But today CRIF & Co. pro-

vide even greater assistance to the French

state as part of its “war on terror.” The
Zionists’ crusade against pro-Palestinian

activists is used to strengthen anti-terror

legislation and oozes with' the bourgeoi-

sie’s racist contempt for (but also fear oO

Getty

Black comedian Dieudonne M’bala
M’bala, now victim of state censor-
ship, greets French fascist leader

Jean-Marie Le Pen in 2007.

the French banlieues [working-class and

largely Muslim neighborhoods].

But Dieudonn^’s case has particular

meaning because he is black and he started

out as a witty, sharp critic of French rac-

ism and colonialism, staging shows with

[Jewish comedian] Elie Semoun that de-

nounced the racism dividing Jews and

Africans. He took up the cause of the

sans-papiers [undocumented immigrants],

fought for immigrants to win the right to

vote, defended the Palestinians against

Zionism and opposed the fascist National

Front (FN). His fans included blacks.

North Africans and leftists. But he turned

to black nationalism and anti-Semitism.

Denying that society is divided into social

classes—French, white, black, Jewish

workers against French, white, black, Jew-

ish capitalists—he increasingly blamed

Jews for racist oppression. His new status

as a pariah in the media led him to increas-

ingly wallow in anti-Semitism, so much so

that he picked Jean-Marie Le Pen, a vile

anti-Semitic racist and torturer during the

Algerian War. as godfather for one of his

children.

This pariah status has continued to win

him fans among black and North African

youth who are also treated as second-class

citizens by the French Republic because

of their social origins and the color of

their skin. Vails is fully aware that his

witchhunt against Dieudonnd is seen by

banlieue youth—as well as by the bour-

geoisie—as an attack on this country's

minorities. Vails has undoubtedly been

the greatest promoter of anti-Semitism

among oppressed youth in this affair.

While Dieudonn^’s anti-Semitic rants

before a largely young minority audience

are clearly inflammatory, responsibility

for any social explosion in this country

will lie with the government. Just like its

forerunners, this government has nothing

but economic austerity, unemployment.

racist terror, repression and humiliation to

offer youth in the banlieues. Youth unem-

ployment in the “sensitive urban areas”

now officially stands at 45 percent. (Given

government directives tt> exclude some

unemployed people from the ofticial lists,

actual numbers are higher.) For young

men. police checks and harassment is their

daily lot. If their mothers or sisters wear

Islamic headscarves they are barred from

public sector jobs. Following the "Baby

Loup” decision last November (which

upheld the firing of daycare worker Fatima

Afif), even the private sector increasingly

refuses to hire these women.

As for the crusade against the Roma,

Vails positively revels in his eviction

"results” for 2013. Over the course of a sin-

gle year, cops expelled 19,380 Roma from

their makeshift camps or squats—more

than double those expelled in 2011 under

[former president NicolasI Sarkozy's top

cop Claude Gudant, or in 2012. This is the

equivalent of the entire Roma population in

France (some 20.000 people) being evicted

from their homes at least once in 2013. In

nearly all cases, they were given no alterna-

tive housing, their children’s schooling was

disrupted and their personal belongings

were generally destroyed. Last September,

like any mainstream racist, Vails summed

up his policies as follows: "The Roma’s

place is back in Romania or in Bulgaria.”

This climate of slate-sponsored rac-

ism. which scapegoats banlieue youth.

Roma and other minorities for the aus-

terity attacks and mass unemployment, is

fueling the growth of the fascists, who are

increasingly emboldened in their physical

attacks and public demonstrations of force.

And while Vails plays the little despot and

chases Dieudonn^ off stage around the

country in the name of holy “Republican

values,” the same Republican state is offi-

cially funding the fascist FN to the tune

of millions of euros for its meetings, etc.

The reformist parties—the French

Communist Party (PCF), the New Anti-

Capitalist Party (NPA) and Lutte Ouvri^re

(LO)—and the trade-union bureaucracy

also carry a share of responsibility for the

growth of racist reaction and fascist vio-

lence. Many leaders of the reformist left

and trade unions, such as Bernard Thibault,

then-leader of the CGT union federation,

called for a vote for [Socialist president

Frantjois] Hollande in 2012. except LO.
More hypocritically, LO declared that the

question of whether or not to vote for this

class enemy was a "personal decision"

and refused to take a position before the

working class.

This "unity of the left” for the popular

front (which also included the bourgeois

Left Radical Party and Green Party)

against “the right” will no doubt only be
reinforced as the fascist threat grows. This

is an obstacle to the overthrow of capital-

ism and paves the way for the defeat and
despairof the proletariat and the oppressed.

At the time of the 201 2 elections, our paper
headlined: "2012 Elections: No Choice for

Workers—For a Multiethnic Revolution-

ary Workers Party!"

The trade unions are the ultimate targets

of the fascists but also have the power to stop

them by uniting the proletariat in struggle.

That power has been seriously undermined

by the trade-union bureaucrats’ protection-

ist campaigns and their capitulation with-

out a fight to the bosses’ repeated attacks

on gains won decades ago through hard

class struggle. These attacks are all carried

out in the name of defending French jobs

against those of their class brothers abroad.

A joint fight to defend jobs here and for

docent wages and working conditions in the

countries that the bosses target for superex-

ploitation would undermine the capitalists’

efforts to divide and rule.

But the union bureaucrats ensure that

the battles being waged here to stop plant

closures remain isolated, breeding fur-

ther demoralization and bitterness among
workers. What's needed is a leadership

that uses tran.sitional demands to link the

daily struggles against austerity to the

need to overthrow the capitalist order.

In response to mass unemployment and

plummeting wages, for example, such a

leadership would fight for dividing the

work among all with no loss in pay and

for indexing wages to inflation. As the

Russian revolutionary Leon Trotsky put

it: "If capitalism is incapable of satisfy-

ing the demands inevitably arising from

the calamities generated by itself, then let

it perish." A class-struggle revolutionary

leadership would fight to keep the unions

independent of the capitalist state and link

the need to combat capitalist depredation

with the fight against fascism.

Down With State Bans and
Censorship!

There has been little protest from the

reformist left again.st Vails’ “pre-emptive

censorship” and the strengthening of the

stale’s arsenal of repression. Quite the

opposite. [Jean-Luc] Melenchon’s Left

Party attacked Vails for not going far

enough. They demand that the state also

ban Dieudonn^’s videos on the Internet:

“But it is also intolerable to find the same
author broadcasting videos with very vio-

lent and stubbornly anti-Semitic state-

ments.... The Left Party therefore calls on
the competent authorities to prevent this

type of video being broadcast on the Inter-

net.” The Left Party may get what they

wish for as the government is preparing

more bills to expand Internet censorship.

The PCF did condemn the expansion
of Vails’ "legal arsenal.” but it did so by
arguing that the 1990 Gayssot law pro-

hibiting Holocaust denial, which carries

a prison sentence of up to one year, was
perfectly adequate for dealing with the

Dieudonn^ problem. This law. introduced
by Jean-Claude Gayssot. then PCF dep-
uty (and later PCF minister under [Lionel]

Jospin) and PCF senator Charles Leder-
man. has been sharply attacked from
both the left and the right. For example,
left-liberal academic Noam Chomsky cor-

rectly condemned this law for granting
"the slate the right to determine historic

truth and to punish those who deviate

from its decrees." .Slate censorship against

racist provocations and ideology is always
used to regulate what people can and can-
not say and to create a regimented society,

seeking to stamp out any protest.

We also oppose stale bans on the fas-

cists. such as those imposed by the Hol-
lande government last July against the
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Surveillance...
(continuedfrom page 3)

1940. Starting in 1942. it specified whether

the holder was Jewish. This card became
universal and mandatory in 1943, featur-

ing the infamous number stamped on it.

At the end of WWN. during the period

called “Liberation.” this apparatus for

controlling the population was main-

tained intact by the de Gaulle/Communist

Party coalition governments. The individ-

ual number instituted by Retain became

what is commonly known in France as the

social security number. In 1947, a direc-

tory of all social security numbers was

established. Think about it for just one

moment: how many files are associated

with this infamous number and what can

be and is done with it? As for the national

identity card, few people are aware that

it has not been mandatory since Octo-

ber 1955. But do you know many French

people who don’t carry it? And for good

reason, since it is still a piece of identifi-

cation that proves French citizenship, and

the cops can demand to see your papers

at any time.

France’s Colonial Wars
During the war in Indochina and later

the Algerian War, the French army worked

out a doctrine of “revolutionary war” to

suppress the people in France’s colonies

who were struggling for independence. In

contrast to classic warfare, the French army

found itself in Indochina pitted against an

enemy that was completely ensconced

in the local population. The Vietnamese

National Liberation Front had tremendous

support among the masses. The French

needed to know who was an enemy and

who was not. They had to rely on intelli-

gence to find out who thought what.

The implementation of this doctrine

reached new heights during the Battle of

Algiers when French General Massu’s and

General Bigeard’s infamous paratroopers

sought to destroy the political wing of the

Algerian National Liberation Front (FLN)
in that city. To this end, the French para-

troopers started records on everyone who
lived in the Casbah (where they lived, with

whom they lived, etc.) They set up a net-

work of informers and other spies for the

purpose of gathering all the information

they needed about the “enemy.” The city

was sealed off. and its residents were put

under surveillance. Continuous patrols

systematically knocked on doors and
terrorized people in a (failed) attempt to

drive a wedge between the population and

the nationalist and Communist agitators.

As soon as they found someone with

FLN ties, the paratroopers swept the entire

area to figure out who was in contact with

that individual in order to reconstruct the

fascist groups Third Way and Revolution-

ary Nationalist Youth following Cldment

Meric s murder. The fascist scum must be

swept off the streets and out of meeting

rooms by the working class, not the cap-

italist state. Historically, these bans have

been directed against the workers move-
ment and perceived opponents of capitalist

interests. This was the case in the wake
of May 1968, when on the basis of the

1936 law outlawing fascist militias, Voix

Ouvrifere (later Lutte Ouvri^re) and the

NPA’s forerunners (the Jeunesse Commu-
niste Revolutionnaire and the Parti Com-
munisie Internationaliste) were dissolved

and banned along with a number of other

left-wing groups. The same law has also

been used to ban those fighting for inde-

pendence against French colonialism. The
Algerian People’s Party, forerunner of the

Algerian National Liberation Front, was
banned in 1939 because it opposed the rac-

ist treatment of Algerians in France. Then,

during the Algerian War, organizations

including the Union of Algerian Moslem
Students and the Association of Algerian

Workers were also outlawed. In the 1970s,

Basque. Corsican and Breton groups pro-

testing their national oppression were in

turn dissolved on the basis of the 1936 law.

ft seems that LO has forgotten its own
history and the extent to which such

of people considered dangerous. Social

networking makes it possible to establish

profiles of millions of people. Electronic

surveillance facilitates the amassing of all

kinds of data on people. All it takes is a

few clicks of the mouse to transform any

person into a "terrorist.” a designation for

which the capitalists set the criteria.

And when the working-class and mi-

nority neighborhoods explode, the cops

go on patrol, comb the streets and cast a

dragnet to terrorize and intimidate, just as

the paratroopers did during the Algerian

War. What the bourgeoisie fears above

all is that the youth in these neighbor-

hoods might trigger a social explosion,

as occurred in the past, such as when stu-

dents sparked the May 1968 general strike.

That’s one reason why there is such mas-

sive repression against the youth who have

no future in this society. The government

wages racist campaigns (similar to the

psychological warfare conducted during

the Algerian War) to separate and isolate

not only these youth but the entire layer

of the working class that is immigrant or

of immigrant descent. Divide and conquer.

With or without electronic means, the

bourgeoisie’s army and police can never

stop the class struggle and working-class

upheavals. We had the 1871 Paris Com-
mune, the first workers government in his-

tory. I would note that in its fight against

the capitalists and in an effort to avoid

getting crushed, the Commune’s police

chief ruthlessly tracked down the bour-

geois Versailles government’s spies and

informers. So he kept files on people. The
problem is not keeping files per se. but

what class it serves. Unfortunately, such

measures were insufficient and incom-

plete. Among other things, the Commune
did not have a revolutionary party to lead

it to victory, the kind of party that we
want to build.

“War on Terror” Repression

What’s changed since the demise of

the USSR is the primary target of the

capitalist state. With the USSR gone and

the proletariat no longer on center stage,

there is. at the moment, no direct threat

to the French bourgeoisie. Of course, they

always keep their eyes on the working

class, as we saw in the trial in Roanne (in

central France) ofCGT trade-union activ-

ists who refused to provide the police with

DNA samples. The secret services focus

on those who resist rapacious exploitation

and imperialist domination of the neo-

colonial world. Since the September 11,

2001 attacks, the “fight against Islamic

terrorism” has been wielded to go after

such political opposition. Other targets Algiers, May 1956: French soldiers raid homes during Algerian War.

French police processing Jews at Pithiviers concentration camp under Vichy
regime in 1941. Thousands from camp would later be deported to Auschwitz.

network around him. The military used

every means at its disposal to make that

person talk, including torture, an area in

which the French army acquired consid-

erable experience.

Those who devised this doctrine of

“revolutionary war” were convinced that

all nationalists or Communists who fought

for independence in the Third World were

manipulated by the USSR, that they were

the vanguard of international Communism,
with Moscow pulling the strings from afar

in its quest to rule the world. And anything

and everything was permissible to counter

the "Communist threat.” The French mil-

itary brass who perpetrated these horrors,

like General Aussaresses, later trained

thousands of officers in Latin America as

well as the United States. The U.S. Army
put this expertise to use in Vietnam, as

did various military dictatorships in Latin

America. Last September was the 40th

anniversary of the 1973 coup in Chile.

That coup was the Battle of Algiers writ

large, with thousands of people killed

under torture or otherwise.

for surveillance are France's imperialist

rivals, as part of the competition for the

world’s spoils.

In the fight against “terrorism.” the

enemy is considered to live nestled in

the heart of the population, among immi-

grants and their children and grandchil-

dren. The French army’s “revolutionary

war” teachings still have currency. There

is a continuity between the methods today

and those used in the fight against the

“terrorists” of the 1950s and ’60s, that is,

people struggling for their independence.

The same methods, but modernized.

Electronics, computers and technolog-

ical advances enable the state to search

for the same type of information faster.

Electronic probes, data centers and soft-

ware get the job done without the state

having to pay for so many finks and

informers. Smartphones make it possible

to locate people and even record meetings

decrees are ultimately used against the

workers movement. Indeed. LO com-
plains that Vails’ measures in the Dieu-

donnd case are insufficient and adds that

"the banning of the offending perfor-

mance will be ineffective from the point

of view of the anti-racist struggle” (Luite

Ouvri^re editorial, 17 January). For LO.
"it would be wrong and fatuous to believe

that preventing them [Dieudonn^’s ideas]

from being formulated would be enough
for them to cease existing and circulating"

(Lutie Ouvriere. 3 January).

Republican Secularism:
Enemy of the Enlightenment

Vails and the Council of State justified

their pre-emptive censorship of Dieudonn^
in the name of the “Declaration of the

Rights of Man and of the Citizen” and the

Republican tradition of the great French

bourgeois revolution of 1789. The Decla-

ration proclaimed freedom of speech and
thought: "No man ought to be molested

on account of his opinions, not even on
account of his religious opinions, provided

his avowal of them does not disturb the

public order established by law" (Article

10), and "The unrestrained communica-
tion of thoughts and opinions being one of

the most precious rights of man, every cit-

izen may speak, write, and publish freely.

provided he is responsible for the abuse of

this liberty, in cases determined by law’’

(Article II). In its struggle against decay-

ing feudalism and its Catholic and royal

censorship and prohibitions, the bourgeoi-

sie at the time embraced Enlightenment

rationalism.

But for the bourgeois Ideologues of

today, the first part of these two articles

on freedom of speech is simply the hom-
age vice pays to virtue. Their second part

(e.g., “cases determined by law”) is con-

sidered the substance of the articles: the

law authorizes the exploitation of man by

man and makes it possible to ban every-

thing else when it suits the capitalists,

their parliament and their government.

Their speechifying over “human
rights” and “violation of human dignity”

has largely become a cover for racist and

anti-Muslim prejudices and for neocolonial

military expeditions in Africa as well as

a rallying cry for their anti-Communist

campaigns against the deformed workers

states, such as China and North Korea.

It falls to revolutionaries today to uphold

the ideals of the Enlightenment and Marx-
ism. The rule of capital and its “armed
bodies of men” (the cops, prisons and
courts) that enforce the oppressive racist

and anti-working-class legislation must be
smashed through workers revolution. Our

goal is to build a revolutionary, interna-

tionalist workers party, like the Bolshe-

vik Party of Lenin and Trotsky, to lead the

working class in the fight for the overthrow

of the capitalist state, as pan of the strug-

gle for international socialist revolution.*

‘^BOLCHEVIKm

A bas le gouvernement capitallste

de Nollande/Duflot

!

Pour un gouvernement ouvrier

!

iMMrta Wkfial. OMtchlk Kachatrraii ft t*u> Mt Mtiw
A bas les eipulslons racistes I Plelns droits

de citoyennetd pour lous les Immlgrds I

Publication of the
Ligue Trotskyste de France

No. 206, December 2013

$1 (includes postage)

Subscribe! $5 for 4 issues
Includes Spartacist (French edition)

Order from/make checks payable to:

Spartacist Publishing Co.

Box 1377 GPO. New York, NY 10116

7 FEBRUARY 2014 11



WORKCltS VM00AR9
Full Citizenship Rights for All Immigrants!

Israel : African Refugees Protest

Racist State Crackdown

Reuters

Tel Aviv: Wave of arrests and detentions sparked protest of some 10,000 African
refugees on January 5. Signs with iD numbers evoke numbers tattooed on arms of
Jews in Nazi concentration camps.

The first week of January saw an

unprecedented wave of mass demon-
strations by African asylum-seekers

in Israel. Tens of thousands took to

the streets of Tel Aviv and Jerusalem

to protest against Israel’s refusal to

grant them refugee status as well as

against the opening of a new deten-

tion center. They also demanded the

release of those detained. Solidarity

protests were held at Israeli embassies

in capitals around the world, includ-

ing London. Paris and Washington. A
young Sudanese woman told a Janu-

ary 5 rally in Tel Aviv: “We left our

countries due to prosecution, war and
genocide—and we are treated like

criminals.”

The protests were triggered by the

December passage in the Knesset

(parliament) of an amendment to the

so-called Prevention of Infiltration

Law that allows the authorities to jail

asylum-seekers indefinitely. Enacted

in 1954, the law targeted Palestinians

who sought to return to their homes
after the Zionist-orchestrated maSs
expulsions of 1947-48. This is but one

example of how measures directed against

African refugees were prepared by decades

of repression of the Palestinian people.

Over the past decade, some 60.000
black Africans fleeing repressive regimes

in Sudan, Eritrea and other sub-Saharan

countries have arrived in Israel. Zionist

leaders have responded with a racist cam-
paign demonizing African refugees as

“criminals" and “rapists.” Former interior

minister Eli Yishai attacked African ref-

ugees for refusing to recognize that Israel

"belongs to us, to the white man.” Knesset

member Miri Regev branded Sudanese
refugees as “a cancer” in Israeli society.

Her later “apology” was directed not to the

Sudanese but to cancer patients.

The Israeli rulers are doing everything

possible to make the lives of the Afri-

can asylum-seekers so miserable that

they give up all hope of normal life and

leave. Denied legal work permits, the

refugees eke out an existence in dead-

end jobs washing dishes in restaurants

and cleaning bathrooms and changing

diapers. They live in constant terror,

subjected to beatings and stabbings

by racist mobs that go largely unre-

ported because of the victims' fear

of arrest. In May 2012, whipped into

a frenzy by Zionist politicians, mobs
rampaged through the heavily Afri-

can neighborhoods of south Tel Aviv,

attacking dark-skinned people, loot-

ing shops and throwing firebombs,

including into a kindergarten court-

yard. To even reach Israel, these ref-

ugees endure a horrifying trek across

Egypt’s Sinai Desert, where they are

routinely shot at by Egyptian forces

and brutalized by traffickers.

In 2009. the government set up a

new immigration police force known
as the Oz Unit to round up migrants

and deport them. A massive prison

complex in the Negev Desert has been

constructed at a site where thousands of

Palestinians were imprisoned during the

first Intifada. Designed to eventually hold

up to 1 1 .000 people, the detention complex
was projected by the British Guardian

continued on page 9

Workers Must Combat Racist, Anti-Semitic Poison

Down With French Government

Censorship of Black Comedian

!

We reprint below a January 16 leaf-

let issued by our comrades of the Ligue
Trotskyste de France denouncing the

French government’s recent ban on
shows by black stand-up comedian
Dieudonn^ M’bala M’bala. Socialist

Parly interior minister Manuel Vails,

notorious for vicious racist repression of
minority youth and evictions of Roma
(Gypsies), banned the shows on the

grounds of their anti-Semitic content.

The state has continued its vendetta

despite Dieudonnd writing a revised,

expurgated show. The British govern-

ment has followed suit by barring Dieu-

donn^ from entering the country.

Dieudonni^ initially gained a large

following by denouncing the racism of

French society. The government ban has.

if anything, increased his standing among
oppressed black and Muslim youth. How-
ever. his vile anti-Semitism diverts their

legitimate anger away from the real

source of racist oppression—the French

capitalists and their slate. Heeding Dieu-

donnd’s call, some black and North Afri-

can youth joined a right-wing, fascist-

infested “Day of Rage” anti-government

protest on January 26. The key targets of
fascist terror are blacks, Muslims. Jews
and other minorities and ultimately the

organized working class. A key task of

the workers movement is to mobilize to

fight the growing fascist threat.

* * *

In a sinister attack on the right to

free speech, cop minister Manuel Vails

brought back pre-emptive censorship

to slop projected shows in Nantes and
Tours by anti-Semitic populist black

comedian Dieudonn^. Not since the state

of emergency introduced in 1955 during

the Algerian War has such a pre-emptive

order been decreed by the government.

That measure allowed the cop minis-

ter and regional prefects at the time to

“take all necessary measures to control

the press and publications of any kind as

well as radio shows, film showings and
theater performances” and to "order the

temporary closure of theaters, bars and
any kind of meeting place."

Of course, there has been no lack of
stale censorship or bans over the last six

decades, but they are generally imple-
mented by prefects and mayors; hence

Vails’ January 6 circular advising pre-

fects on how to ban Dieudonnd's tour.

Vails turned to the Conseil d’Eiat (Coun-
cil of State—the administrative supreme
court) only after the Names Court of
Appeals overturned the decision to ban
the show. The court had disagreed that

the “risk of public disturbance” justified

banning the show and disputed the fact

that the show’s “fundamental aim was to

violate human dignity.”

Citing its “Republican traditions.” the

Council of Stale argued that Dieudonne
had in the past made statements that

“threatened national cohesion.” This is a
dangerous legal precedent that can now
be used against all those perceived by the

capitalist slate as threatening its “national

continued on page 10
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As Rulers Debate Minimum Wage Hike

Fight, Don’t Starve!

For a Workers’ America!

Above: Hundreds iine up to receive food for the hoiidays at distribution site

in Scranton, Pennsyivania, December 2012. Beiow: FasMood workers raily in

Brooklyn last December 5 for wage hike to $15.00 per hour.

Getty

Six years after plunging the world

into the worst economic crisis since

the Great Depression. Wall Street is

making out like the bandits they are.

Corporate profits are breaking histor-

ical records as devastation continues

to stalk the working class, black peo-

ple, the poor, the sick, the young and

the aged. Millions are unemployed,

the army of part-time, temporary and

casual labor is swelling and even many
of those who have full-time jobs num-
ber among what are called the “working

poor.” According to studies by the World

Bank and other capitalist agencies, the

U.S. now ranks worse than Nigeria on the

scale of income inequality. “Low-wage
America” has now become the buzzword
for everyone from the White House and

the bourgeois media to the reformist left.

There is nothing new or unique about

the grinding poverty into which vast num-
bers of workers have been driven as wages
on the whole continue to drop, continuing

a trend that began in the 1970s. In Cap-
ital Vol. I (1867). Karl Marx explained

the workings of the capitalist system of

production for profit, in which the means
of production are the property of the few
who appropriate for themselves the wealth

produced by the workers' labor: “Accumu-
lation of wealth at one pole is, therefore,

at the same time accumulation of misery,

agony of toil, slavery, ignorance, brutality,

mental degradation, at the opposite pole,

i.e., on the side of the class that produces

its own product in the form of capital.”

The imperialist rulers reveled in the

counterrevolutionary destruction of the

former Soviet workers stale as proof that

Marxism is a “failed experiment.” But the

landscape of the U.S. and other advanced

as well as backward capitalist countries

today is a stark snapshot of the increasing

mass misery described by Marx.
Like the police chief in Casablanca

who is "shocked, shocked” to find gam-
bling going on in Rick’s gin joint. Pres-

ident Obama has now discovered “a

dangerous and growing inequality” in

America. Following up on the pledge

made in his State of the Union address,

on February 12 Obama signed an exec-

utive order raising the minimum wage of

workers employed by federal contractors

to $10.10 an hour. Despite all the fan-

fare. his pontification that “in the richest

nation on earth, nobody who works full-

time should have to live in poverty” rang

less than hollow. Not only will just a few

thousand workers be affected—and then

only under new federal contracts—but

even with this pay increase they will still

be making poverty-level wages.

Peddling "friend of the little guy” snake

oil is nothing new for the Democratic
Party, which is no less a party of capi-

talist rule than the ravingly anti-labor

Republicans. While Obama rarely played

this card when bailing out the banks
and auto bosses, the president currently

finds this a useful ploy, particularly for

reviving the Democrats’ fortunes in the

November midterm elections. Although a

good number of CEOs are determined to

keep wages at rock bottom, not to mention

the Tea Party troglodytes who decry rais-

ing the minimum wage as a new install-

ment of “class warfare.” the demand for

a higher minimum wage has support

across a wide political spectrum.

For clerical reactionary Pat Bu-

chanan. a higher minimum wage
is the means to further slash social

programs for the poor by allowing

people to “provide for their living

without assistance from the govern-

ment.” The aim of cutting back gov-

ernment “handouts” is also cited by

wealthy Silicon Valley entrepreneur Ron
Unz in promoting a ballot initiative for

California’s November elections to raise

the state’s minimum wage to $12 an hour
by 2016. Unz. who authored the 1998 Cal-

ifornia proposition banning bilingual edu-

cation for immigrant youth, also wants to

make “minimum wage jobs more attrac-

tive to ‘Americans’ and thus reduce the

flow of immigrants entering the country

illegally to take jobs no one else wants”

(SFGate.com. 25 January).

For his part, liberal Seattle venture

capitalist Nick Hanauer argues in a

Bloomberg (19 June 2013) article titled

“The Capitalist’s Case for a $15 Mini-

mum Wage” that "the fundamental law

of capitalism is that if workers have no
money, businesses have no customers.”

The fact that the vast majority of the pop-

ulation has little money to spend is a prob-

lem for the U.S. economy, which is over-

whelmingly based on consumer spending.

But the fundamental law of capitalism is

hardly the adage, "a rising tide lifts all

boats.” On the contrary: the fundamental

drive is to sink wages so that the capital-

ist owners can increase their profits by
seizing greater and greater proportions

of the wealth produced by the workers.

Correspondingly, the level of wages at any
given lime is determined by the relation-

ship of forces between thesotwo decisive

classes of capitalist society.

Through mobilizing their collective

power, workers can fight to wrest a

greater share of the product from the cap-

italists, who seek to pay out just enough
in wages to sustain the workers they

exploit. But with the unions headed by a

continued on page 2
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Reuters

President Obama addressing meeting of AFL-CIO executive council led by
Richard Trumka (left), August 2010. Labor tops' ties to capitalist Democratic
Party helped pave the way for decades of attacks on wages, benefits and
union organization.

Minimum
Wage...
(continuedfrom page I)

bureaucracy that promotes the profitabil-

ity of American capitalism, labor strug-

gle is at a nadir. The fruit of the labor

misleaders' class collaboration has been

decades of broken strikes and busted

unions, helping to drive down wages for

the working class as a whole.

The Calculus of

the Class Struggle

While the level of deprivation of the

working class has been magnified recently,

compounded by soaring costs in health

care and higher education, the downhill

slide in wages did not begin with the

2007-08 economic collapse but started

in the early-mid 1970s. With its treasury

drained by the long, losing war against

the Vietnamese workers and peasants

and its former economic dominance chal-

lenged by the rising industrial might of

Germany and Japan, the U.S. ruling class

launched a campaign to increase profit-

ability through jacking up the exploita-

tion of workers. Speedup, wage-slashing

and the institution of “two-tier” wages

and benefits for new hires increased the

rate of exploitation. Auto, steel and other

manufacturing production was moved
from the heavily unionized Northeast and

Midwest to low-wage plants in the “open

shop” South and to neocolonies in Latin

America and Asia.

Workers resisted by carrying out many

hard-fought strikes. But these were over-

whelmingly broken, in no small part

thanks to sabotage by trade-union bureau-

crats. As union after union went down in

defeat, the U.S. rulers were encouraged

to believe that they could get away with

doing anything to the working class and

the poor. Today, some of the more far-

sighted elements of the bourgeoisie are

beginning to worry that continuing to

drive people into ever greater misery

could lead to a social explosion.

In “The Case for a Higher Minimum
Wage” (8 February), the New York Times
editorial board promotes the hike as

“essential to a functional economy" as

well as to restoring “public confidence”

in American capitalism. Robert Reich,

labor secretary under Bill Clinton, pul it

more baldly. In a column tilled "Working
Class Down—But Not for Long” (S.F.

Chronicle. 7 February). Reich opines

that “reform is less risky than revolution,

but the longer we wait, the more likely it

will be the latter.” As an alternative, this

“let’s make a New Deal” liberal harks

back to the days of Franklin Delano Roo-

sevelt’s Democratic Parly administration,

which enacted the 1938 Fair Labor Stan-

dards Act establishing a federal mini-

mum wage.

Like every gain the workers have ever

made, this was won not through legis-

lative lobbying or appeals to the “good

conscience” of the exploiters but through

class struggle. Fearing that the explosion

of labor battles In the midst of the 1930s

Great Depression could lead to a chal-

lenge to capitalist rule, Roosevelt pushed

through various measures designed to

deflect the upsurge into safer channels.

The federal minimum wage was enacted

at a time when workers were flocking into

the newly organized, militant industrial

unions to fight the near-starvation wages
imposed by the employers.

Just as surely, the minimum wage,

minimal as it always was, has been whit-

tled down in the course of the one-sided

class war against the unions. In 1968, the

hourly federal minimum wage, adjusted

for inflation, was the equivalent of $10.70

today. Now it stands at $7.25 an hour.

Meanwhile, unionization in the private

sector has fallen to under 7 percent from

a high of 35 percent in the 1950s.

Abolish Wage Slavery!

We are for an increase in the minimum
wage, as we are'for any benefit that ame-

liorates the conditions of the exploited

and oppressed. But any gains, however

marginal, that may be legislated today are

only as good as the ability of the workers

to preserve and extend them. Otherwise,

they will be about as real as the federal

safety and other regulations that are rou-

tinely flouted by the bosses.

For the labor bureaucracy, however,

it is all a matter of seeking legislative

redress courtesy of the supposed “friends

of labor" in the Democratic Parly. This

strategy is epitomized by the SEIU ser-

vice workers leadership’s campaign to

push Congress and stale legislatures

to raise the minimum wage. Along the

same lines. Socialist Alternative’s newly

elected Seattle City Council member.

Kshama Sawant. whose central campaign

slogan was “Fight for 15,” now serves on

a mayoral advisory committee with the

rich entrepreneur Hanauer and other local

capitalists to work out just how high the

city’s minimum should be raised.

The working class must fight to resist

attacks on wages, benefits and jobs.

Communists champion the fell needs

of workers, minorities and the poor—for

jobs at good wages; for quality, fully

government-funded medical care for all;

for quality, integrated schools and hous-

ing; for a livable retirement—seeking to

link such demands to the fight to overturn

the system of capitalist wage slavery. We
call for jobs for all through shortening

the workweek at no loss in pay. for fully

indexing wages to inflation and for a mas-
sive program of public works to rebuild

this country’s crumbling infrastructure.

These demands, which will not be met
by this decaying capitalist system, point

squarely to the need for a workers gov-

ernment to expropriate the bourgeoisie as

a class and use the wealth produced by
•labor for the benefit of the many and not

the profit of the few. The urgent task is

to sever labor’s ties to the Democrats and
to build the working-class party needed
to lead the exploited and oppressed in

socialist revolution.

In his 1865 work Value. Price and
Profit. Marx noted that the working class

must not passively give in to the capital-

ists’ efforts to reduce wages to a mini-

mum. However, he continued;

“Quite apart from the general servitude
involved in the wages system, the work-
ing class ought not to exaggerate to

themselves the ultimate working of these
everyday struggles. They ought not to for-

get that they are fighting with effects, but
not with the causes of those effects...that

they are applying palliatives, not curing
the malady. They ought, therefore, not to

be exclusively absorbed in these unavoid-
able guerilla fights incessantly springing
up from the never-ceasing encroachments
of capital or changes of the market. They
ought to understand that, with all the
miseries it imposes upon them, the pres-
ent system simultaneously engenders the
material conditions and the socialforms
necessary for an economical reconstruc-
tion of society. Instead of the conserva-
tive motto, ‘A fair day's wage for a fair
day's work!' they ought to inscribe on
their banner the revolutionary watch-
word. 'Abolition of the wages sysiem!’"m

LENIN

Labor and the Color Bar in the

Jim Crow South

Writing when Jim Crow segregation defined

the South, veteran American Trotskyist

Richard Fraser underlined that the fight to

organize unions requires conscious struggle

against the racist discrimination wielded by
the capitalists to divide labor. While such

struggle key in the building of indus-

trial unions in the North as well as in the

TROTSKY mines and steel mills in Birmingham, Ala-

bama. Fraser noted that organizing the

“open shop" South had run aground under
the leadership of the pro-capitalist labor bureaucracy. Six decades later, organizing

the South remains a strategically important task for the labor movement.

At each point, the fundamental interests of the industrial working class and of the

Negro people are lied together. At no point is this revealed more strongly than in the

problems of unionism.

Working class solidarity is a mighty antidote to race prejudice. Without the over-

throw of prejudice unionism itself is always in danger. This is demonstrated in the great

struggles against the giant corporations of auto, rubber, steel. Here the working class

was forced, in spite of prejudice, to present a united front to the employers or meet sure

defeat. This action was the beginning of the overthrow of race prejudice, just as it was
the beginning of industrial unionism....

If industrial unionism could not exist upon a racial basis, neither can it be maintained
on a regional basis. The low wages of the South are a constant pressure upon all unions
throughout the country. Furthermore, the Bourbon dictatorship is the most consistent

and steadfast of all the sources of anti-labor reaction in the country....

The open-shop Jim Crow South is therefore lifted as a Sword of Damocles over the
head of the labor movement. But the example of the city of Birmingham proves that it

is by no means impossible to organize in the South.

Nevertheless, the CIO has failed in all its major attempts. This can only be explained
by the limitations of the program of the union bureaucracy.

The organization of a labor movement in the South among the basic industrial and
agricultural workers there must take its point of departure from a break with capitalist

politics and capitalist parties.

—Richard S. Fraser, “The Negro Struggle and the Proletarian Revolution” (1953),

printed in “In Memoriam—Richard S. Fraser,”
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Lessons of the Unionization

of Meatpacking

Minnesota Histoncal Society

Picket line during successful 1933 sit-down strike by Hormei meatpacking workers In Austin, Minnesota.

Protests in the past year by fast-food

workers demanding a pay increase have

highlighted the poverty-level wages and

contemptuous abuse dealt out by the cor-

porate bosses to this growing segment of

the working class. The roughly four mil-

lion men and women who run the grills

and front the counters at McDonald’s,

Burger King and other giant chains make
barely $9 per hour and average about 26

working hours a week, putting them well

below the poverty line if they have a fam-

ily to support. In the wake of the 2007-

OS financial crisis, such poverty-level

work accounts for three out of every five

new jobs. These are also often the only

employment that black and immigrant

youth—and. increasingly, laid-off older

workers—can get.

The workers who have joined in the fast-

food protests, in some cases walking off the

job to do so. understand that it is necessary

to fight. Yet the hundreds of thousands of

small fast-food outlets are the point in the

restaurant industry where workers are the

weakest. To unionize fast-food workers and

win significant gains in wages and benefits

poses the need to mobilize the power of

workers who are strategically positioned

along the supply chain that provides the

frozen hamburger patties. French fries

and so on to the retail outlets. And that

means a struggle against the meatpacking

and trucking bosses to again make those

industries bastions of union power.

But this is far removed from what the

labor traitors at the head of the unions

have in mind. Instead, they are pursuing a

strategy, announced with great fanfare at

the AFL-CIO convention last September,

that is a substitute for the direct organi-

zation of workers into unions. The new

strategy consists of alliances with “alt-

labor” organizations—community groups

that organize workers outside collective

bargaining—as well as recruitment to

the Working America lobbying organi-

zation. Mobilizing community groups to

exert pressure on the bosses can be a use-

ful tactic, but only if it is an auxiliary to

hard class struggle—a perspective that is

anathema to the pro-capitalist labor tops.

The bureaucrats' strategy is epitomized

by their current campaign on behalf of fast-

food workers, as well as by protests against

Wal-Mart centered on the Organization

United for Respect at Walmart (OUR
Walmart). The United Food and Com-
mercial Workers union (UFCW), which

sponsors OUR Walmart. has repeatedly

declared that it has "no intent to have Wal-

mart recognize or bargain with UFCW or

OUR Walmart.” This is part of what has

come to be called "minority unionism."

Instead of seeking to win union recogni-

tion by signing up a majority of workers

at particular work sites, the bureaucrats

aim to win over isolated individuals at

many sites. These small groups of work-

ers bravely risk company retaliation by

walking off the job to join protests like the

November Wal-Mart Black Friday events

that aim to shame the company. What such

"strikes” do nof seek to do is to shut down
the bosses' operations until they are forced

to come to terms with the workers.

The premise adopted by the union offi-

cialdom is that existing anti-labor legis-

lation is so restrictive that ways must be

found to work around the laws without

directly confronting them. Yet every-

thing of value the workers movement has

won has been achieved by mobilizing

the ranks of labor in hard-fought strug-

gle against the capitalists and their whole

body of anti-labor legislation. The labor

bureaucracy is a relatively privileged layer

that long ago separated from its base, the

union membership. The labor misleaders

long ago renounced the class-struggle

methods that built the unions, from picket

lines that mean business to secondary

boycotts and plant occupations. Through

their support to the capitalist system and

the Democratic Party, the labor bureau-

crats serve to lie the unions to the class

enemy and its slate, which from the White

House on down is not a neutral body "of

the people” but an organ of capitalist rule.

Though union power in the food indus-

try has been significantly weakened since

the high point of unionization, the UFCW
and SEIU service employees union, along

with the Teamsters, retain footholds in the

slaughterhouses and processing plants.

From there to the warehouses and on to

the fast-food outlets, there is a critical

“cold chain” that must be maintained to

prevent spoilage. Fleets of refrigerated

(reefer) trucks carry the lion’s share of

this produce.

Shutting down the slaughterhouses and

processing plants and lying up the cold

chain would quickly stop the flow of

billions of dollars of profits. Mobilizing

the social power of that industrial work-

force could lay the basis for a drive to re-

unionize trucking and the meatpacking

industry and, based on those strongholds,

back up struggles by fast-food work-

ers. The history of unionization of the

meatpacking industry provides a graphic

example of the kind of hard class struggle

that is needed to organize the unorgan-

ized and revitalize the labor movement.

Class Struggle and
Multiracial Unity

The meatpacking industry was histor-

ically centered in Chicago, with major

slaughterhouses in other rail centers

like Kansas City and St. Louis, and was

dominated by the Beef Trust with its Big

Four: Armour, Swift, Wilson and Cudahy.

Beginning in the late 1800s, the Beef

Trust defeated attempts to unionize the

massive Chicago stockyards by promoting

divisions among the workers. While East

European immigrants were set against

Irish, German and native-born workers,

what proved fatal to unionizing efforts

was the racial division between white and

black workers. That division was fostered

by the craft unionism of the American

Federation of Labor (AFL) leaders, with

their hostility to unskilled labor and racist

animosity toward blacks, many of whom
were hired by the bosses to break strikes.

As recounted in the 1985 film The Killing

Floor, a key stockyard organizing drive

was destroyed by the anti-black Chicago

riots of 1919, which were encouraged by

the packing bosses. T\vo years later, a

strike by the AFL’s Amalgamated Meal

Cutlers union (AMC) was quickly crushed.

The road to a militant, integrated indus-

trial union of meatpacking workers was

paved by the Unemployed Councils organ-

ized in the depths of the Great Depression

by the Communist Party (CP). The CP had

been formed as a revolutionary organiza-

tion inspired by the October 1917 workers

revolution in Russia led by the Bolshevik

Party. However, the CP politically degen-

erated in parallel with the consolidation

of the Stalinist bureaucracy in the Soviet

Union beginning in 1923-24. Nevertheless.

American Communists retained in dis-

torted form the beneficial influence of the

Bolshevik-led Communist Internationars

insistence that the party actively take up

defense of the oppressed black population.

In the early 1930s. the CP’s energetic

defense of the Scottsboro Boys against

legal lynching in Alabama won it wide-

spread respect among black people North

and South. The Unemployed Councils

fought evictions of jobless workers by

mobilizing flying squads to move them

back in and organized mass demonstra-

tions demanding increased relief for the

unemployed. Uniting black and white,

immigrant and native-born workers in

common struggle, these actions brought

the parly authority in Chicago’s Black

Belt and undercut the racist backward-

ness of the whiles. Thus the CP acquired

a base among black packinghouse work-

ers that proved critical to later union

organizing efforts, in which the CP played

a prominent role.

When an uptick in the Depression econ-

omy enabled workers to raise their heads

again, strikes began to break out. A suc-

cessful 1933 sit-down strike by Hormei
meatpacking workers in Austin, Minne-

sota, galvanized the stockyards and pre-

saged the great explosion of working-class

struggle in 1934 that saw victorious city-

wide strikes in San Francisco. Toledo and

Minneapolis. Those strikes, all led by

reds. laid the basis for organizing millions

continued on page 9
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“Pussy Club”
brothel near Berlin

airport in Schdnefeld.

No to Criminalization

of Prostitution!
We reprint below an excerpted transla-

tion ofan articlefrom Spartakist No. 201

(January 2014), published by our com-

rades of the Spartakist Workers Party of

Germany, addressing a reactionary cam-

paign against prostitution. While prosti-

tution per se is not now a criminal offense

in Germany, the new coalition govern-

ment of the Christian Democratic Union

(CDU) and the Social Democratic Party

(SPD) has announced plans to impose

new restrictions, under the guise ofcrack-

ing down on “sex trafficking.'’

SPARTAKIST
When reactionary bourgeois femi-

nist Alice Schwarzer launched her latest

book—a collection of articles with the

sensationalist title Prostitution: A German
Scandal; How Could We Turn into the Par-

adise of Traffickers in Women ?—female

sex workers, the German AIDS Service

Organization and others in the audience

responded with vociferous protests. At

this event, which took place in Berlin on

14 November 2013, only Schwarzer’s sup-

porters were on the podium, among them
a police detective who called for reinsti-

tuting the registration of prostitutes! In

the run-up to the event, Juanita Henning
(chairperson of the Dona Carmen Associ-

ation, an advocacy group for prostitutes*

rights) had already accurately stated that

Schwarzer was advocating a “police law,

pure and simple.” calling her a “German
police feminist.*' Finally, a speaker call-

ing for more rights for women sex work-

ers garnered such strong applause that the

speakers had to vacate the podium.

Since issuing their “Appeal Against

Prostitution*’ last fall, Schwarzer and

her journal Emma have been waging a

campaign for reinstituting the criminal-

ization of prostitution, To that end, she

equates prostitution with slavery, demand-

ing “ostracism and. when necessary, legal

penalties for their patrons as well.*’ The
CDU/SPD “grand coalition” has already

announced that it will “punish.. .prostitution

stemming from poverty as well as forced

prostitution more severely, with new stat-

utory offences” (“Future Punishments for

Patrons of Forced Prostitutes.” Frankfurter

Allgemeine Zeitung. 2 December 2013).

We Marxists unambiguously oppose

these measures, since the criminalizing of

Johns would be a decisive step toward,

a

renewed criminalization of prostitution

—

and of prostitutes. We say that taking

money for or paying for sex is not a crime,

on the part of either the prostitute or her

clients! The assertion that the only clients

affected would be those who knowingly

purchase the services of someone who
has been forced into prostitution is a pre-

text; not only is this virtually impossible

to prove, it serves solely as an excuse for

expanding state repression, increasing the

number of raids on brothels, and terroriz-

ing prostitutes, many of them immigrants,

on the streets and elsewhere.

A similar law has been in effect in Brit-

ain for years. Our comrades of the Sparta-

cist League/Britain wrote: “In fact, immi-
grant women ‘rescued* by police during

*anti-trafficking‘ raids are routinely de-
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December 2013: Sex workers In Paris protest law imposing I.SOO-euro fine

on clients of prostitutes.

ported.” (“Down With Labour’s Crack-

down on Prostitution,” Workers Hammer
No. 205. Winter 2008-09). In France, a

law based on the 1999 “Swedish model”

that makes the purchase of sex a criminal

offense has just passed its first reading

despite a number of protests going back

some time.

Accompanying the government’s prop-

aganda calling for a crackdown on pros-

titution is a racist invocation of supposed

“gang criminality” which, it is claimed,

has been inundating the country with

“forced prostitutes.” particularly since the

extension of the European Union (EU) to

the East. This fearmongering is expected

to grow even more after citizens of Roma-
nia and Bulgaria, with their large Roma
[Gypsy] minorities living in desperate

poverty, are granted the formal right to

work here starting in January 2014.

In West Europe, the ongoing world eco-

nomic crisis has generated a rapid growth

in the number of attacks on the vulnerable

Roma minority, who have been marginal-

ized for centuries. Capitalist governments

are using Roma as scapegoats, includ-

ing through a media campaign retailing

anti-Roma lies dating back to the Mid-

dle Ages, such as that Roma steal chil-

dren and traffic in human beings. Alice

Schwarzer is a vigorous proponent of this

campaign, with articles in her book titled

“A Trip to the Homeland of Forced Pros-

titution” (East Europe, centrally Romania
and Bulgaria) and “A Trip to the Land of

the Vampires.” with quotes from Bram
Stoker's Dracula. Her “Appeal” calls for

protection from deportation only for ’*wit-

nesses.” i.e., those who cooperate with the

bourgeois state.

The International Communist League
has always opposed the EU as an imperi-

alist trade bloc in which Germany, France

and Britain have the say-so. Other mem-
ber countries, among them the former

members of the [Stalinist-ruled] Eastern

Bloc, supply cheap labor and serve as

markets. The wretched situation of the

Roma in these countries stems directly

from capitalist counterrevolution in the

former deformed workers states, which

led to interethnic massacres and geno-

cidal nationalism. The desire of Roma to

emigrate is often nothing but a desperate

attempt to escape racist persecution and
the most extreme poverty. Gangs smug-
gling illegal immigrants can carry out
their dirty business only because capitalist

governments attempt to keep out foreign

workers and operate murderously against
refugees. We demand: Full citizenship

rights for everyone who has made it here!

Forced prostitution, for instance
through debt bondage, rape and brutal

sexual attacks are real crimes! However,

we oppose the state’s attempt to equate

“sex slavery” and “forced prostitution”

with prostitution itself and to portray any

exchange of sex for money as potential

slavery. Prostitution is very often degrad-

ing and exploitative, but criminalization

simply forces prostitutes into a lumpen

milieu where they have almost no access

to social and medical services and where

they are much more vulnerable to gang

crime and violence from pimps. As Marx-

ists. we warn that any and all intervention

of the capitalist slate directly increases

the misery of all those involved and func-

tions as a pretext for inciting the cops and

the courts to attack immigrants, women
and sexuality itself.

What Is Prostitution Anyway?

The status of a prostitute is related

to the status of women generally, itself

a measure of a society’s advancement.

Thus the conditions faced by prostitutes

vary greatly with time, place and class. As

we wrote in "U.S./UN Crusade Against

*Sex Trafficking’” (Spartacist [English-

language edition] No. 58. Spring 2004):

“There is a world of difference between

the luxury and easy living of a Holly-

wood madam like Heidi Fleiss (who got

locked up all the same) and the AIDS-
infected. drug-addicted streetwalker in

an impoverished ghetto, with no options

and no way out. Nonetheless, all prosti-

tutes are subjected to the general social

opprobrium of bourgeois moralism and
hypocrisy, which sets them up for abuse,

beatings, rape and theft.”

The main instrument for the oppression

of women in a class society is the insti-

tution of the family, as Friedrich Engels

Berlin: Sign at protest tells moralizing
bourgeois feminist Alice Schwarzer,
author of Prostitution: A German
Scandal, to “shut your trap,” Novem-
ber 2013.

explained in his brilliant work The Origin

of the Family. Private Property, and the

State (1884). In the old hunter-gatherer

societies, men and women were equal

and maternal descent determined lineage

inasmuch as only the mother of the child

was known. But with the development of

continued on page 1
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Young Spartacus

Defend the CUNY Protesters!

Drop All Charges!

Amity Pay®

NYC, September 2013: Spartacus Youth Club joins students protesting
against ROTC and former CIA director General David Petraeus, who was
invited to teach at the City University of New York.

We print below a speech given by
Spartacus Youth Club spokesman Mika
at the January 9 press conference outside

the Manhattan courthouse following the

hearings of the CUNY 6, Tafadar Sourov

and Khalil Vasquez.

On 17 September 2013. after being bru-

tally attacked by the police, the CUNY 6

(Agustin Castro. Jose Disla, Denise Ford.

Angelica Hernandez. Luis Henriquez and
Rafael Pena) were arrested for protesting

CUNY's appointment of war criminal and

ex-CIA head General David Petraeus as a

visiting professor outside City University

of New York (CUNY) Macaulay Honors

College. The six face trumped-up charges

including "riot in the second degree” (see

"Defend Anti-Petraeus Protesters!" WV
No. 1031. 4 October 2013).

In an effort to suppress leftist political

activity, the City College of New York

(CCNY) administration suspended stu-

dents Tafadar (“Taffy") Sourov and Khalil

Vasquez, both of the Maoist Revolution-

ary Student Coordinating Committee, fol-

lowing a 24 October 2013 protest against

the shutting down of the Morales/Shakur

Center on campus (see "Reinstate the

Morales/Shakur Center! Cops Off Cam-
pus!” WV No. 1034. 15 November 2013).

After a November 22 disciplinary hear-

ing, the CCNY administration allowed

them both to return to CCNY this spring

semester, but their suspension will only

be expunged from their record if they

don’t get into “further disciplinary trou-

ble.” Ominously, the CUNY administra-

tion brought criminal charges of “rioting”

and “inciting to riot" against Sourov and

Vasquez for exercising their right to free

speech and assembly while protesting the

closure of the Morales/Shakur Center.

Despite our differing political out-

looks, the Spartacus Youth Club has stood

with the CUNY 6, Sourov and Vasquez

against these outrageous charges from the

beginning. The next court hearing for the

CUNY 6 is .scheduled for February 18 and

the hearing for Sourov and Vasquez is set

for March II. both at the New York Crim-

inal Court, 100 Centre Street. We urge our

readers to send letters demanding that all

charges against the CUNY protesters be

dropped. Statements can be directed to:

New York County District Attorney Cyrus
Vance. Jr., One Hogan Place, New York,

NY 10013; telephone (212) 335-9000; fax

(212) 335-4390. Donations to the CUNY
protesters’ legal defense fund can be made
at defendlhecuny6.wordpress.com.

* * *

The Spartacus Youth Club stands

for the defense of the CUNY 6. Taffy

and Khalil in the face of the D.A.’s and

CCNY administration’s witchhunt. As
revolutionary Trotskyists we are firmly

committed to the defense of the left and

working-class movement against any

attack by the bourgeoisie and their state. It

is crucial that students, faculty and work-

ers protest this latest outrage and demand
that all the bogus charges be dropped! An
injury to one is an injury to all!

The arrests of the CUNY 6 and the

charges against Taffy and Khalil are

blatant acts of retaliation for protesting

against ROTC and war criminal Petraeus

at CUNY, as well as organizing against

the shutting down of the Morales/Shakur

Center. We call for ROTC and all mili-

tary recruiters off campus! Reinstate the

Morales/Shakur Center! Cops off campus!

The new draconian policy on "expres-

sive activity" being proposed by the CUNY
Board of Trustees is another attempt to

enhance the powers of the administration

to crack dow.n on protest, part of a drive

to make the university more exclusive.

We say abolish the administration! For

worker-student-teacher control of (he uni-

versities! Fight for free, quality, integrated

education with a full stipend for all stu-

dents and for open admissions!

The events of last semester show once

again the danger of having illusions in the

CUNY administration. Universities under

capitalism serve the purpose of upholding

bourgeois ideology and training the next

layer of technicians and managers. CUNY
cannot become a “liberated” or “sovereign”

space divorced from the rest of society.

In order to remove the universities from

the control of the bourgeoisie, we need

a socialist revolution to sweep away the

whole capitalist system. Students can be a

catalyst for broader protest in society but

by themselves they do not have the social

power to overthrow capitalism. They must

ally with the multiracial working class.

Efforts by the ruling class to crack

down on the left and stifle protest must

be expected as tong as capitalism exists.

Democrat Obama. Commander-in-Chief

of U.S. imperialism, has surpassed his

predecessor Bush when it comes to invad-

ing privacy, shredding basic democratic

rights and enhancing police powers. Work-

ers must be broken from the Democratic

Parly, especially its more left-talking ele-

ments like de Blasio and Charles Barron,

and won to the task of building their own
class party, independent of and in oppo-

sition to all parties of capitalist rule. A
class-struggle workers party would fight in

defense of all the exploited, oppressed and

dispossessed. We need a workers govern-

ment that expropriates the capitalists and

rebuilds society on the basis of a world-

wide planned, collectivized economy. We
take as our model the Russian Revolution

of 1917 when the Bolshevik Party of Lenin

and Trotsky led the working class to take

power and overthrow capitalism.

Once again, defend the CUNY 6. Taffy

and Khalil! Drop all the charges now!a

SYC Speaker at Chicago Holiday Appeal

Students Must Ally with the

Power of the Working Class!

We print below a speech, edited for

publication, by Alan of the Chicago
Spartacus Youth Club. The speech was
given on 15 December 2013 at the Parti-

san Defense Committee's Holiday Appeal

for Class-War Prisoners in Chicago.

* * *

Hi. I am Alan and I am a member of

the Spartacus Youth Club. The Sparta-

cus Youth Club is the youth group of the

Spartacist League. We stand in solidar-

ity with the class-war prisoners, many of

whom were youth when they were thrown

in prison for protesting the injustices of

capitalism.

The future for youth under capitalism

is bleak, especially for black and Latino

youth, who face high unemployment, are

driven off campuses due to rising tuition

costs and face racist cop terror. Liberal

and reformist politicians seek to chan-

nel the anger and militancy of youth into

voting for the Democratic Party, the other

parly of Wall Street, war. racism and pov-

erty. Our opponents on the left, some of

whom campaigned for Obama, seek to

pressure the Democrats to “fight” for a

few more crumbs for working people and

for the capitalist state to be less repressive.

The capitalist slate is not a neutral force.

This state consists of the military, police,

courts and prisons which function to pro-

tect the class rule of the bourgeoisie and

its system of production and exploitation.

Class is the main division in society,

but not the only one. Like countless black

men, women and children, Trayvon Mar-

tin was a victim of the racist American
capitalist system which was built on slav-

ery and is maintained by black racial

caste oppression. The SYC went to pro-

tests for Trayvon and met people who
were justifiably angry, However, the anger

was channeled by the reverends and the

reformist left into the idea that the oppres-

sive state which oversees and defends this

racist capitalist system cun bring justice

for Trayvon Martin and can be reformed

to meet the interests of the workers and
the oppressed. Justice for Trayvon will

come, and the needs of workers and the

oppressed will be met, once the American

capitalist rulers are swept away by social-

ist revolution.

As they have done with the class-war

prisoners for whose freedom we are fight-

ing today, the U.S. and its allies are doing

all they can to silence people like Chelsea

Manning and Edward Snowden, who have

lifted the veil on U.S. imperialism’s dirty

wars, drone attacks, mass surveillance and
torture chambers. Chelsea Manning has

been sentenced to 35 years in prison and

was given a dishonorable discharge from
the U.S. military. Edward Snowden, who
has avoided capture by the U.S. rulers,

depends on a one-year residency permit

granted by Russian president Vladimir

Putin who. nonetheless, described the

NSA’s mass surveillance programs as 'The
way a civilized society should go about

fighting terrorism.” Snowden. Manning
and Julian Assange deserve full credit

for exposing a part of the atrocities of the

imperialists and revealing to the working

class the systematic workings of the state

run by and for the capitalist rulers.

Students and youth have every reason

to protest the atrocities of U.S. imperi-

alist capitalism. While student struggles

can ignite social battles, students have no
direct relationship to the means of pro-

duction, meaning they do not have social

power. The working class, which does
have a direct relationship to the means of

production, has the social power to shut

down capitalist production and ultimately

to overthrow the entire capitalist system.

Students and youth must ally with the

power of labor against capital!

The fight to overthrow capitalism is not

going to be spontaneous. The SYC rec-

ognizes that a revolutionary party, built

from the most advanced layers of the mul-

tiracial proletariat and declassed revolu-

tionary intellectuals, is necessary to raise

the con.sciousness of the pixiletariat to the

need to fight for a socialist revolution.

The Russian Revolution of October
1917 pointed the way forward for the

international working class. The Bolshe-

viks led the workers, organized in workers

councils (soviets), to power and smashed
the rule of the Russian landlords and

continued on page I /
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Black History Month

Defeat of Reconstruction and

the Betrayal of Black Freedom
We print below, editedfor publication,

the conclusion of a presentation given

by Spartacist League/U.S. Central Com-

mittee member Alan Wilde to internal

meetings of the International Communist

League in Mexico City, New York City

and Chicago. Pan One appeared in WV
No. 1039 (7 February).

PART TWO

On the evening of 12 January 1865,

an extraordinary meeting took place in

Savannah. Georgia. At it were Lincoln’s

War Secretary, Edwin Stanton, and Union

general William Tecumseh Sherman, who
was in the middle of his "Southern Tour."

Sherman’s “March to the Sea.” probably

the first expression of "total war” in the

world, cut a swath of devastation across

the Georgia countryside, from Atlanta to

Savannah. Sherman himself was a racist

who cared little about the fate of black

people. Nonetheless, by force of his-

tory. his army was one of liberation that

dragged behind it thousands of former

slaves escaping the plantations. It was

partly to try to figure out what to do with

this mass of humanity that Sherman and

Stanton called this meeting.

The meeting was held with 20 black

ministers and other black leaders from

Savannah and surrounding counties, many
of them former slaves who had just won
their freedom at the hands of the Union

Army. For the first time, black people

were asked what their definition of slav-

ery and freedom was. One black leader.

Garrison Frazier, replied: "Slavery is.

receiving by irresistible power the work

of another man. and not by his consent.”

Freedom meant "taking us from under the

yoke of bondage, and placing us where

we could reap the fruit of our own labor.”

Frazier continued: "The way we can best

take care of ourselves is to have land...we

want to be placed on land until we are

able to buy it and make it our own."

Following this meeting, Sherman is-

sued his famous Special Field Order No.

15. which set aside the Sea Islands and a

portion of the South Carolina and Georgia

coast extending 30 miles inland for black

settlement. Sherman’s order confiscated

these lands from Southern planters who
had abandoned them in the face of his

march. Each black family would receive

40 acres, and the Army would also pro-

vide them with one of its broken-down

mules to nurse back to health and use

as they saw fit. It was out of this proc-

lamation that the phrase "40 acres and a

mule" would echo through time. By June.

40,000 freedmen were settled on 400.000

acres of land.

There were other experiments in land

confiscation and distribution. Many plan-

tations were being run by former slaves,

as their white masters had fled. But the

Northern bourgeoisie was not interested

in land reforms. The prevailing concern

of the ruling class was the discipline and

control of Southern labor, which now
meant getting former slaves back to work

on the plantations harvesting cotton.

Upon coming to power. Andrew John-

son reversed many of the land confisca-

tions. including "Sherman’s land." where

Union troops now forced black residents

to give the land back to its former owners.

But the failure of land reform isn’t about

Johnson per se. Even when they were

briefly dominant, the Radical Republi-

cans proved unable to deal with the ques-

tion. though in the face of mass agitation

for land by the freedmen. some tried.

In 1867, Charles Sumner unsuccess-

fully introduced resolutions in the Sen-

ate that would have, among other things,

established integrated public schools in

the South and provided the freedmen

with homesteads. However, even Radicals

like Henry Wilson, who would go on to

become Ulysses S. Grant’s second vice

president, opposed these steps. One Repub-

lican declared, "That is more than we do

for white men.” to which Sumner replied:

"White men have never been in slavery."

Far more sweeping was a resolution

introduced by Thaddeus Stevens in the

House. Stevens proposed to confiscate

the lands of about 70,000 "chief rebels"

who owned some 394 million acres. As

Stevens pointed out. confiscation would

affect less than 5 percent of the South’s

white families. Each black family would

receive 40 acres of land, basic tools for

cultivation and $50 to get started.

For Stevens, land confiscation was

crucial to altering the South. His plan

included providing land to landless

whites, which he rightly saw as key to

cementing a political alliance between

blacks and poor whites. In his speech to

the House, he said: "The whole fabric of

southern society must be changed, and

never can it be done if this opportunity

is lost. How can republican institutions,

free schools, free churches, free social

intercourse exist in a mingled community
of nabobs and serfs?” Against those who
declared it “inhuman” to confiscate the

land of 70,000 white landowners. Stevens

responded by referring to earlier plans to

colonize blacks outside the country: “Far

easier and more beneficial to exile 70.000

proud, bloated, and defiant rebels than to

expatriate 4.000.000 laborers, native to

the soil and loyal to the government.”

Stevens’ bill and speech electrified

blacks in the South, feeding an upsurge

in agitation for land, with copies being

read aloud at black mass meetings. How-
ever. by the beginning of 1868, with the

passage of the last Reconstruction act. the

issue was off Congress’s agenda. Main-

.slream Republicans, whatever their views

on political rights for blacks, opposed land

confiscation.

They were joined by the bourgeois

press. The New York Times worried that

confiscation "would not be confined to

the South.” that the Radicals sought to

destroy "the inviolability of property

rights” through “a war on property.. .to

succeed the war on Slavery.” The Nation

(the same one that exists today) declared;

"We totally deny the assumption that the

distribution of other people’s land to the

negroes is necessary to complete the work

of emancipation.” The fact that the slaves

had more than earned the land through

centuries of unrequited labor meant little

to the bourgeoisie.

In the French Revolution, the early

bourgeoisie granted "land to the tiller"

as part of breaking the centuries-old feu-

dal system. In the U.S., the situation was

•very different. The industrial bourgeoisie

was squeezed by land agitation in the

South and by a growing working-class

movement in the North. And the 1871

Paris Commune accelerated a process

already under way; it helped to cohere the

class-consciousness of the bourgeoisie.

For the ruling class, the prewar ideology

Library of Congress
General William Tecumseh Sherman

of "free labor,” premised on an identity of

interest between labor and capital, quickly

dissipated after the war. The bourgeoisie

began to see that the fates of the freed-

men in the South and the overwhelmingly

white working class in the North were

deeply intertwined.

The refusal to distribute land to the

freedmen was devastating to them. During

Reconstruction, the South was starved of

capital, with most investment going to the

vast lands of the West. As a result, with

very few exceptions—such as the New
Orleans docks—there was little opportu-

nity for blacks, or whites for that matter,

to become part of a modern proletariat.

Lack of capital meant that agricultural

labor was often paid in kind rather than in

cash. Increasing numbers of blacks were

driven back onto the plantations a.s share-

croppers and tenant farmers, where they

were allowed to keep a portion of their

harvest in exchange for working a plot of

land. They were tied to the land through

contracts and loans from the landowners

and forced into permanent debt peonage.

Despite the unprecedented political rights

that blacks enjoyed during Reconstruction,

economically they were becoming firmly

confined to the bottom rungs of the ladder.

Reconstruction and Its Benefits

W.E.B. Du Bois described Reconstruc-

tion. writing: “The attempt to make black

men American citizens was in a certain

sense all a failure, but a splendid failure."

Some of the splendor was expressed in

the mass involvement of black people in

American politics. Union Leagues were

formed, drawing black men and women
into political debates and discussions.

The former slaves were asserting their

citizenship as black Americans. Through
their blood and toil, black people built this

country. Through their art, music and lit-

erature. they have placed their indelible

stamp upon what the world regards as

American culture. Yet these most Amer-
ican of Americans have seen generation

upon generation of immigrants assimilate,

become American, while they themselves

remain as the "other” in the only country

they know, a bourgeois republic built and

maintained upon their subjugation.

During Reconstruction, black people

fought to assert their American-ness.

Throughout the South, it was blacks and

their allies who would march, parade and
celebrate the Fourth of July, but not out

of gross and vulgar American patriotism.

Rather, it was part of a struggle to uphold

the ideals of freedom and liberty that

came with the Civil War and the promise

of equality that came with Reconstruction.

Today. Memorial Day celebrates bloody

U.S. imperialism, but the first Memorial
Day. known as Decoration Day, was ini-

tiated in 1865 by emancipated blacks in

honor of the Union dead in Charleston,

South Carolina (see "Memorial Day:

Ghosts of Confederacy in Brooklyn." WV
No. 982. 10 June 2011). As Reconstruction

began to wane, the holiday was appropri-

ated by former Confederate leaders to

honor their dead and by the federal gov-

ernment to honor the dead of both sides—
all the while excluding blacks from the

holiday they founded.

Whatever shortcomings one can point

to. Reconstruction challenged established

race relations, in the North as well as the

South. One can see the rise and fall of

Reconstruction in the story of Charles

University of Georgia

Family stands outside former slave quarters on St. Catherines Island on the

Georgia coast in the 1860s. The island had served as one of the headquar-
ters for the Georgia Freedmen's Bureau following Civil War.
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Sketch from
August 1866

issue of Harper’s
Weekly depicts

“The Riot In New
Orleans”: former

Confederate
soldiers, led

by mayor,
attacked Radical

Republican
convention,

killing 34 black
and three white

Radicals.

Caldwell, a former slave who was elected

to the Mississippi State Senate. He was

widely hated by local whites for being a

“turbulent Negro” and was shot at by the

son of a white judge In 1868. Caldwell

fired back and killed the man. He was

brought to trial, where he argued self-

defense before an all-white jury, which

actually acquitted him. It was the first

lime ever that a black man was acquitted

for killing a white man in Mississippi. But

that was at the height of Reconstruction.

Within a few years, black people became

the victims of Reconstruction’s defeat.

On Christmas Day 1875, as Mississippi

fell back under Democratic Party control.

Caldwell was shot dead by a white mob.

Contrary to claims of racist opponents

of Reconstruction. Southern Republican

governments were not dominated by black

people but rather by those derisively called

“scalawags”—Southern white Republi-

cans accused of “betraying their race”

—

and “carpetbaggers”—Northern whites

who moved South. Nonetheless, blacks

were represented at virtually every level

of government. Fourteen were voted into

the House and two into the Senate. One,

P.B.S. Pinchback. briefly served as gover-

nor of Louisiana. Nearly 700 sat in various

state legislatures, and hundreds of others

served on various local posts, including

as judges.

Albion Tourgde, an Ohio Radical who

moved to North Carolina, described the

benefits of the reforms carried out by

Reconstruction stale governments. Against

accusations that these regimes represented

nothing but corruption and mismanage-

ment, he pointed out:

“They instituted a public school system

in a realm where public schools had

been unknown. They opened the ballot

box and Jury box to thousands of white

men who had been debarred from them
by a lack of earthly possessions. They
introduced home rule into the South.

They abolished the whipping post, the

branding iron, the stocks and other bar-

barous forms of punishment which had
up to that time prevailed. They reduced

capital felonies from about twenty to two
or three. In an age of extravagance they

were extravagant in the sums appropri-

ated for public works.”

The most enduring of these works were

schools. Thousands of public schools were

built to the enormous benefit of blacks and

poor whites, although the schools largely

remained segregated by race. Some 1,500

schools were built in Texas alone by 1872,

and by 1875 half of all children in Mis-

sissippi, Florida and South Carolina were

attending schools. The drive of the freed-

men for education for themselves and their

children was insatiable, as it was viewed as

a path out of conditions of servitude. They
were supported by thousands of Northern

teachers, black and white, who flocked to

the South to aid the freedmen and were

often the target of violence by racists.

Race Prejudice and Labor
in the North

There Js often a perception that the

South is the seat of American barbar-

ism. while enlightenment is found in the

North. In reality, the South—because it

is where slavery was dominant and where

the overwhelming majority of black peo-

ple lived after emancipation—represented

a concentrated expression of the deep

racist prejudice that permeated the whole

country. Many of the concepts associated

with the South originated in the North,

found full fruition in the South and were

exported back to the rest of the country.

Segregation was no less deeply en-

trenched in the North—and in some ways,

more so. In New York City, white gangs

slaughtered some 100 black people during

the July 1863 anti-draft riots. New York

City was also the birthplace of the Jim

Crow minstrel shows that gave their name

to the system of legal segregation in the

South in the decades following the defeat

of Reconstruction. An 1863 NYC Dem-
ocratic Party pamphlet invented a new
word—“miscegenation”—to derisively

refer to interracial marriage and sex.

When the Democrats wanted to run

an openly racist presidential campaign in

1868, they picked the former governor of

New York as their candidate. Even when

Lincoln died and his coffin was being

carried through NYC, black residents had

to fight like hell to be allowed to march

behind it. In the end, over 200 black men
marched behind his coffin, protected

from white mobs by a contingent of Union

troops.

One comrade recommended a book

by David Quigley, Second Founding:

New York City, Reconstruction, and the

Making of American Democracy (2004),

which is very much worth reading. It gives

a sense of how the bourgeoisie, with the

aid of some labor leaders, manipulated

racial prejudices to destroy any potential

for interracial proletarian unity. Accord-

ing to the book, NYC’s Democratic Party

“emerged as the headquarters of the oppo-

sition during Republican Reconstruction.”

In a certain way. the North underwent

its own “Reconstruction." beginning with

the Civil War itself. The Civil War was

the world’s first truly modern war, involv-

ing hundreds of thousands of men. The

importance of rapidly moving these troops

and supplying them with uniforms and

arms served to rapidly accelerate industri-

alization in the North. Between 1865 and

1873, 35,000 miles of railroad track were

laid, a figure that exceeded the entire rail

network of 1860. Railways w.ould knit the

country together and become a focal point

of labor struggle.

There was no real labor movement in

the U.S. before the Civil War. However, it

came on the scene afterwards. Strikes and

other labor protests became rampant. By

1868, the federal government conceded

the eight-hour day to federal workers.

Marx captured the scene in Capital:

“In the United States of North Amer-
ica. every independent movement of

the workers was paralysed so long as

slavery disfigured a part of the Repub-
lic. Labour cannot emancipate itself in

the white skin where in the black it is

branded. But out of the death of slavery

a new life at once arose. The first fruit of

the Civil War was the eight hours' agi-

tation. that ran with the seven-leagued

boots of the locomotive from the Atlan-

tic to the Pacific, from New England to

California."

It was a highly combative labor move-

ment. and that combativity found its culmi-

nation in the Great Rail Strike of 1877. The
crushing of the strike coincided with the

final undoing of Reconstruction. Some of

the federal troops removed from the South

were set against the workers, an early

example of how labor and black rights are

intertwined (see "Defeat of Reconstruction

and the Great Rail Strike of 1877: The

Shaping of Racist American Capitalism,"

WV No. 701, 20 November 1998).

The labor movement was deeply frac-

tured along ethnic lines and deeply dis-

figured by racial prejudice, which often

undid brief expressions of working-class

unity. Engels captured these divisions in a

December 1893 letter to Friedrich Sorge:

“Immigration...splits the workers into two

groups, native-born and foreign,” while

foreign-born workers are divided between

Irish and Germans, as well as “a number

of smaller groups, each speaking only its

own language.... And, in addition, the

negroes.” Engels concluded: “To form a

party of one’s own out of all these calls

for exceptionally strong incentives. Every

now and again a powerful ^lan may sud-

denly make itself felt, but all the bour-

geoisie has to do is to stick it out passively,

whereupon the dissimilar working-class

elements will disintegrate again.” The

bourgeoisie promoted the most vicious

anti-black racism among Irish workers,

who were themselves the victims of viru-

lent anti-Catholic bigotry.

An example of what can, at best, be

described as blindness to black oppres-

sion among labor leaders is William Syl-

vis, head of the National Labor Union,

which was founded in 1866. While Sylvis

advocated organizing black workers, he

opposed Reconstruction, denouncing the

Freedmen’s Bureau as a “huge swindle.”

Part of what motivated him was the very

dynamic of bourgeois politics at the lime.

As Communist Parly historian James

Allen explained in Reconstruction: The

Battle for Democracy 1865-1876: “The

altitude of the politically awakened labor

movement to the questions of Recon-

struction was necessarily conditioned by

its growing opposition to the Republican

Party as the political arm of the industrial

and financial aristocracy."

Many white workers, especially Cath-

olics. supported the Democratic Parly,

which postured as their defender. In

contrast, black people were staunchly

Republican. This contradiction played

into the bourgeoisie’s attempts to foment

hostilities between organized labor and

the freedmen. Essentially what you had

was a labor combativity that shook the

capitalist rulers but a political immatur-

ity that ensured that the proletariat was

in no position to actually challenge the

bourgeoisie for power.

Retreat and Reaction

Faced with land agitation by the freed-

men in the South and labor struggles in

the North, the bourgeoisie began retreat-

ing from Reconstruction, and calls for

“reconciliation” with the former Con-

federacy were growing louder. By 1870

a campaign of terror against black people

was in full swing in the South. In 1870-

71, Congress passed several Enforcement

Acts, including the Ku Klux Klan Act,

that authorized the President to suspend

habeas corpus and deploy the military

against the Klan. In 1871, President Grant

sent the Army to South Carolina to effec-

tively crush the Klan.

But such measures mask the fact that,

by and large, racist violence went un-

answered by the North. In a letter to a

mutual friend in May 1870, Tourg^e wrote

about the murder of John W. Stephens, a

State Senator in Caswell, North Carolina.

Stephens was murdered by the Klan in a

courtroom, slabbed five or six times and

then hanged from a hook for all to see.

Tourgde recounted numerous murders,

beatings, rapes and atrocities against

Southern Republicans, black and white.

He saluted the bravery of Stephens in

refusing to flee the South and his dedica-

tion to the thousands of “colored Repub-

lican voters” who “had stood by him and

elected him. at the risk of persecution

and starvation.” With bitterness. Tourg^e

cried out:

“I am ashamed of the nation that will

let its citizens be stain by scores, and
scourged by thousands, and offer no

remedy or protection. .. 1 am ashamed of

a party which, with the reins of power
in its hands, has not nerve or decision

enough to arm its own adherents, or to

protect them from assassinations at the

hands of their opponents.... Unless these

evils are speedily remedied, I tel] you.
General, the Republican Party has signed

its death warrant. It is a party of cowards
or idiots— I don't care which alternative

is chosen.”

—Undaunted Radical: The
Selected Writings and Speeches

ofAlbion W. Tourgie (2010)

In the South, the KKK was the mili-

tary arm of the Democratic Party. Vio-

lence and intimidation brought one slate

after another back under Democratic

control. By 1870. all the Southern states

had been readmitted into the Union, and

by 1872 virtually all laws disenfranchis-

ing former Confederates were repealed.

Quickly, the stales fell under Democratic

control: Tennessee and Virginia in 1869;

North Carolina in 1870; Georgia in 1871;

Texas in 1873; Alabama and Arkansas in

1874; Mississippi in 1875; South Carolina

in 1876; Florida and Louisiana in 1877. In

every one of these slates, "redemption.”

as the reactionaries called it, meant racist

terror. One of the worst massacres was In

continued on page 8

1893 lynching of black man drew crowd of 10,000 in Paris, Texas.

University of Houston

Albion Tourgee, radical abolitionist

who told the truth about the betrayal

of Reconstruction.
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Reconstruction...
(continuedfrom page 7)

Colfax. Louisiana, on Easter Sunday in

1873. coinciding with a disputed guberna-

torial election. By some estimates, up to

300 black Republicans were slaughtered,

most after they had surrendered. Three

whites also died. To this day. a monument
stands in Colfax dedicated “To the Mem-
ory of the Heroes...Who Fell in the Colfax

Riot Fighting for White Supremacy."

This massacre and its aftermath became
the blueprint for what would be called the

"shotgun policy" or the Mississippi Plan,

r
University of Massachusetts

W.E.B. Du Bois, author of Black Recon-
struction in America, circa 1907.

which effectively destroyed the Republi-

can Parly in the South. Operating through

the "Red Shirts.” who, unlike the secre-

tive Klan, worked openly, the Democratic

Party carried out a war of terror. White

Republicans were intimidated into voting

Democrat or not at all. and blacks were

not to vote period. The statewide Repub-

lican victory of 30.000 votes in 1874 was
reversed a year later by a Democratic vic-

tory of the same margin, Hundreds died in

anti-black violence.

About the only place where blacks were

able to fight back, and did, was South

Carolina, particularly during the 1876

election campaign. Armed black Repub-
licans, organized in Union Leagues, at-

tacked Democratic gatherings, and actu-

ally dealt a few blows. What particularly

drew the freedmen's ire was that some
black leaders expressed support for the

Democratic Party, whether through brib-

ery or intimidation. After an October
1876 Democratic meeting in Cainhoy.

South Carolina, was attacked by armed
blacks, one eyewitness reported: "The cry

was that any white man had a right to be
a democrat, ‘but no damned black man
had'." Denied the vole, black women were
acutely conscious of what a Democratic
victory would mean and fiercely opposed
any compromise with the Democratic
Party. One black woman denounced her

husband as a “damned democratic son of

a bitch” who “was voting to put her and
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her children back into slavery" (quoted

in Eric Foner. Reconstruction: America’s

Unfinished Revolution [1988J).

Some historians have argued that

Reconstruction was killed by race terror

in the South. In fact, it was a matter of

political will: when the North wanted, as

in South Carolina in 187I, it crushed the

Klan. Most of the time, desperate pleas for

help went unanswered. At a black Fourth

of July rally in Vicksburg. Mississippi,

in 1875, a while mob killed about half a

dozen black people in cold blood (a small

massacre by the standards of the lime).

A black eyewitness on the scene astutely

laid the blame for the killing at the feel of

the "now generous and forgetful northern

yankee." "Boston...and Ohio." he wrote,

“hold the coals of Georgia and Missis-

sippi. while they slay the common victim

of northern prejudice and southern hale."

Reconstruction died because the bour-

geoisie killed it.

A turning point in the defeat of Re-

construction was the 1872 presidential

election. A group of Republicans had split

from Grant and formed the Liberal Repub-

lican Party. They complained of wide-

spread corruption under Grant's adminis-

tration—corruption that was real enough

but rife throughout the American politi-

cal structure at the time. They denounced

Grant’s suppression of the Klan in South

Carolina as “bayonet rule” and called for

the “best men" to rule, which meant crush-

ing labor in the North and black rights in

the South. Their attitude toward Recon-

struction was captured by the Nation,

which in March 1872 declared. "Recon-

struction seems to be morally a more
disastrous process than rebellion.”

The Liberal Republican candidate for

president was former abolitionist Horace

Greeley. From the right, the Democratic

Parly endorsed Greeley. From the left, the

Liberals were joined by Radical Charles

Sumner, who very wrongly argued that

“reconciliation” of the North and South

They duly were. Reconstruction officially

came to an end, and the potential for black

equality in capitalist America was forever

gone.

The Propaganda of History

In April 1877, the Nation magazine cel-

ebrated the end of Reconstruction. It pre-

dicted: “The negro will disappear from

the field of national politics. Henceforth

the nation, as a nation, will have nothing

more to do with him." Not quite. While

the Compromise of 1877 was the culmi-

nation of a process of treachery, it did

represent a decisive statement on the part

of the bourgeoisie that it would no longer

intervene on behalf of black people. But

the end of Reconstruction did not mark
the end of black people’s tenacious and

courageous struggle for their rights. They
continued to vote in large numbers, and

they continued to fight for schools and
education.

Thaddeus
Stevens and

other members
of House

Committee
that drafted
articles of

impeachment
against Andrew
Johnson, 1868.

“is essential to., the safeguard of Equal

Rights."

The Liberal Republicans were roundly

defeated, but they were, one could say.

merely a little “ahead of their lime." The
message of “reconciliation" that they

preached soon infected the whole country

and became the rallying cry of growing
sections of the bourgeoisie and their media
mouthpieces. In 1874, the Republicans suf-

fered their first major defeat, losing control

of Congress for the first lime since the be-

ginning of the Civil War. Frederick Doug-
lass, a staunch Republican, sensed what
was coming. In a Fourth of July speech

in 1875 near Washington, D.C., the same
day as the Vicksburg massacre in Missis-

sippi, he asked: “If war among the whites

brought peace and liberty to the blacks,

what will peace among the whiles bring?"

The answer came in the 1876 presiden-

tial elections, which pitted Ohio Repub-
lican Rutherford B. Hayes against New
York Democrat Samuel J. Tilden. It was a

highly contested election, with the results

unclear. As backroom negotiations look

place, there was widespread worry that

the sort of violence that had become the

norm in the South would find its way
North. In early 1877. a compromise was
reached. In exchange for Hayes getting

the presidency, the last couple hundred
federal troops in the South—assigned

to South Carolina. Florida and Louisi-

ana—would be returned to their barracks.

There was not some straight line

between the fall of Reconstruction and

the rise of Jim Crow. It took one to

two decades before the Southern states

instituted legal segregation, rewrote the

Southern constitutions and disenfran-

chised blacks. The decades after Recon-
struction saw the rise of lynching, with

2,500 people slaughtered between 1885

and 1900 alone. But these years also

witnessed the rise of the Populist move-
ment, which briefly held the promise of

common action between poor black and
white farmers—a promise that foundered

against the edifice of white supremacy.

The decline and overthrow of Recon-
struction found reflection in the Supreme
Court. In the 1876 Cruikshank decision,

the Court freed the perpetrators of the

Colfax Massacre. The judges declared

that the Bill of Rights did not apply to

the slates in response to the prosecutors’

argument that the killers violated the civil

rights of the victims. In 1883. the Court
ruled that the 1875 Civil Rights Act was
unconstitutional. That Act, passed in

honor of Charles Sumner a year after his

death, was a watered-down version of a
bill he had proposed to promote integra-

tion. Then in 1896, the Court affirmed
segregation as the law of the land in

the Plessy decision. (The remarkable
Albion Tourgde unsuccessfully argued
the case before the court.) The upholding
of Jim Crow coincided with the com-

ing out on the world scene, in the 1898

Spanish-American War. of the American

capitalist-imperialist class, which was

forged in the years after the Civil War.

Jim Crow at home fit neatly with U.S.

capitalism's ambitions abroad.

With "reconciliation” between North

and South came a new ugly ideology,

the myth of the "Lost Cause." The Civil

War, so it went, was not about slavery but

rather was a brotherly spat in which the

North fought for the Union and the South

fought to defend their homes. Thus, both

sides could claim “honor." The slave was

completely written out of history. Recon-

struction was depicted as the worst period

in^American history, supposedly borne

of a vindictive North that forced military

rule on the South and imposed “Negro
domination.”

Were it only so! Yet this grotesque lie

is perpetuated not only by outright racists

but also by liberals like Tony Kushner, the

screenwriter for the film Lincoln. In a

2012 NPR interview. Kushner denounced
the North’s “inability to forgive and to

reconcile with the South in a really decent

and humane way.” This supposedly led

to "resentment...and the rise of the Klan
and Southern self-protection[l] societies.

The abuse of the South after they were
defeated was a catastrophe, and helped
lead to just unimaginable, untenable

human suffering."

The reality was far better captured by
Kenneth Stampp in The Era of Recon-
struction (1965): “It can be said that

rarely in history have the participants in

an unsuccessful rebellion endured penal-

ties as mild as those Congress imposed
upon the people of the South, and par-

ticularly upon their leaders. After four

years of bitter struggle costing hundreds
of thousands of lives, the generosity of

the federal government’s terms was quite

remarkable.” Every damned leader of the

Confederacy died not at the hands of rev-

olutionary justice but of old age. This out-

come had nothing to do with generosity,

leniency or humanity—virtues that one
does not normally associate with the U.S.
ruling class—but was rather an expression
of the timidity of a bourgeoisie reluctantly

drawn into Reconstruction.

The Northern bourgeoisie needed the
“Lost Cause" mythology as much as the
South to justify “reconciliation.” Wil-
liam Dunning, founder of the “Dunning
School” that painted Reconstruction
as a period of unabashed savagery, was
born in New Jersey and based at NYC’s
Columbia University. In the early 20th
century, a vile film, D. W. Griffith’s Birth

of a Nation, was released. It celebrated
the Klan as the upholders of "civilization"

against black and “carpetbagger misrule"
in the South, It was shown in the White
Hou.se and played a major role in the
resurgence of the Klan in the early 1920s.

America's most popular film at home
and abroad remains Gone Withjhe Wind.
which, wrapped in a banal love story,

retells and exports to the world the rac-

ist lie of a Southern “Lost Cau.se.” To
this day. there are far more monuments
dedicated to the Confederacy than to the
Union, including a massive mountain

Great Rail Strike of 1877. Federal troops withdrawn from the South were called

In to help crush strike.
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Meatpacking...
(continuedfrom page 3)

of workers into (he Congress of Industrial

Organizations (CIO) in (he following years.

These victories were won not by relying

on government labor boards and media-

tors. whose job it was to get strikers back

to work by pretending to be neutral arbi-

ters, but by doing whatever was necessary

to keep the bosses' struck operations shut

down. In Minneapolis, truckers led by

Trotskyists, who had been driven out of

the CP for upholding its founding revolu-

tionary program, instituted flying pickets

to stop scab trucks in a series of strikes

that won union recognition. Organizing

the unemployed to join mass picket lines,

the truckers defeated scabherding police

in pitched battles and defied a National

Guard occupation. The Trotskyists then

spearheaded a successful campaign to

organize over-the-road truck drivers

across the Midwest. Key to that victory

was a hard-fought, five-month 1938-39

strike in the open shop stronghold of

Omaha, Nebraska. Those battles opened

the way for the organization of over-the-

road drivers nationwide.

The struggles that forged what was to

become the United Packinghouse Work-

ers of America (UPWA) were directly

inspired by the mass pickets and fac-

tory occupations in 1936-37 that brought

auto, rubber and steel workers into the

CIO. The CIO’s Packinghouse Work-

ers Organizing Committee won union-

ization through such militant actions as

work stoppages on the killing floors,

preventing freshly slaughtered meat from

being moved, as well as a sit-down strike

at Armour in Kansas City. Officially

founded in 1943, the UPWA was perhaps

carving in Georgia that until the 1950s

also featured the Klan.

In the face of the racist lies, a remark-

able book came out in 1935. Du Bois’s

Black Reconsiruciion in America. Du
Bois, a towering figure who can best

be characterized as a radical democrat,

sought to use Marxist methodology,

sociology and categories to challenge

the racists on Reconstruction. The book
was not always precise—for example, it

labeled the Southern Republican govern-

ments as representing the “dictatorship of

labor"—but it was profoundly daring in

its reinterpretation of Reconstruction.

Du Bois challenged the Dunning racists,

declaring: “The treatment of the period of

Reconstruction reflects small credit upon
American historians as scientists." One
of the book’s most remarkable chapters is

titled “The General Strike." in which Du
Bois compares the mass abandonment of

the plantations by the slaves during the

war to a general strike. The very title of

the book

—

Black Recon.'itruction—was a

declaration of intent to write black people

back into American history. And it was
a lone voice among bourgeois academics

and historians. In its dismissive review,

the Nation declared. “The Negro masses

did not play a conscious and decisive role

in their own emancipation."

the most integrated union in the U.S., with

a history of fighting for the rights of black

people. That history holds crucial les-

sons for organizing the open shop South,

where deep, vicious racist discrimination

has always served to divide workers and

keep unions out.

With the onset of the anti-Soviet Cold

War following World War II. the capi-

talist rulers enlisted the tops of the trade

unions in the witchhunt that drove leftists

and other militants out of the unions. At

the same time, the bourgeoisie instituted

a series of ever more restrictive anti-labor

laws that banned secondary boycotts,

labor solidarity action like refusing to

touch scab goods, sympathy strikes and

effective picketing. But as the union bat-

tles of the 1930s showed, a determined

use of these weapons of class struggle can

render such anti-labor laws moot.

The Great Retreat

As part of the bosses' postwar anti-labor

offensive, the considerable gains repre-

sented by unionization of the meatpack-

ing and trucking industries came under

attack. By the early 1960s. the new Inter-

state Highway system enabled meatpack-

ing companies, no longer reliant on rail

transport, to move their slaughterhouses

out of the urban centers into rural areas

where unions were weaker. New plants

were built that further broke down the

butchering process to simple, repetitive

“dis-assembly line” cutting steps, greatly

reducing the need for skilled labor. As the

old stockyards closed down, the UPWA
sought refuge by merging with the AMC.

In the same period, the ruling class

set its gun sights on the Teamsters, then

the most powerful union In the country.

In 1964. the Teamsters’ National Master

Freight contract covered some 450.000

With the outbreak of the civil rights

movement, historians began to look back

at this period, and It was to this book
that they first turned for the truth. Much
has changed since Reconstruction. Most

importantly, black people, beginning with

the Great Migration to the North in the

early 20th century, have since become
an integral and crucial part of the multi-

racial American proletariat. And as such,

they will play a vital and leading role not

only in their own emancipation but also

in (he emancipation of labor and all the

oppressed.

At the same lime. Reconstruction’s

defeat continues to define virtually every

aspect of political, social and economic
life In this country. The subjugation of

black people as a race-color caste is a

reality that American capitalism cannot

fundamentally alter, much less make dis-

appear. This defining feature of U.S. his-

tory is one that any serious revolutionary

in the U.S. has to grapple with. As Du
Bois described it. “The slave went free;

stood a brief moment in the sun; (hen

moved back again toward slavery. The
whole weight of America was thrown to

color caste.” To understand this period is

to understand the material basis for our

calls to finish the civil war and for black

liberation through socialist revolution.

truckers. Today, in the aftermath of the

union-busting offensive unleashed by

Democratic president Jimmy Carter and

liberal icon Senator Ted Kennedy’s dereg-

ulation of the trucking industry in 1980, it

covers only about 30.000, most of them in

one company, YRC Worldwide.

In 1969. Iowa Beef Packers (later known
as IBP. Inc.), one of the first of a new breed

of union-busting outfits that later came to

include agribusiness giants like ConAgra
and Cargill, provoked a strike at its new.

low-wage flagship facility in Dakota City,

Nebraska, by AMC Local 222, which had

recently won a certification election at the

plant. After a bitter battle, the AMC tops

instructed the Dakota City local to accept

a contract that preserved the union but

allowed the company to pay far less than

the pay rate in the union’s master agree-

ment with the Big Four. Over the next 25

years, only two contracts at the plant were

settled without a strike or a lockout.

During a 1982 strike, the governor called

in the National Guard to protect scabs,

and a court order banned the combative

picket lines set up by the union, by then

part of the UFCW. We wrote at the time:

“Unions throughout the region . must
mobilize their ranks in mass picketing

at the plant. Damn the injunction; picket

lines mean don’t cross! Elementary labor

solidarity demands that not one truck.

Teamster-driven or otherwi.se. must
move in or out of the Dakota City plant.

Not one unionist must touch Iowa Beef
products—Hot cargo scab goods!"

—WNo. 311. 6 August 1982

The UFCW tops, however, relied on an

impotent petition to the governor to call

off his dogs. In the end. the workers were

forced to accept a 12 percent pay cut.

A subsequent UFCW organizing drive

targeting more than ten IBP plants failed.

IBP subsequently recognized the union

only at a Joslin, Illinois, plant in 1988,

where the contract was based on the

drastically worsened conditions brought

about by the defeat in Dakota City. IBP
has since been absorbed into the Tyson

Foods empire, and the Dakota City and

Joslin facilities are the only Tyson beef

plants organized by the UFCW.
Spearheaded by IBP's union-busting

success, the rest of the industry followed

suit. In what then-UFCW International

president William Wynn called a “con-

trolled retreat.” the union bureaucrats

made concession after concession. Mas-
ter agreements virtually disappeared from

the industry, and “by the mid-1980s, most

of the gains achieved by meatpacking

unions over the previous fifty years had

disappeared” (Aaron Brenner. Benjamin

Day. Immanuel Ness. The Encyclopedia

of Strikes in American History, 2009).

By the time UFCW Local P-9 walked

out of Hormel’s pork processing plant

in Austin, Minnesota, in August 1985 to

fight against demands for more crippling

concessions, the UFCW tops had already

allowed wages in the industry to be cut by

half and speedup was brutal.

The ranks of P-9 fought with cour-

age and determination, reviving militant

tactics like roving pickets to shut down
other Hormel plants. They did so in the

face of an anti-union offensive launched

under the Reagan administration with the

smashing of the PATCO air controllers

strike in 1981. But the UFCW members

were betrayed by the policies of both the

local and international union leaderships.

The top UFCW leadership withheld

money raised for the strikers, publicly

denounced the strike as “mass suicide” and

actively herded scabs across P-9’s picket

lines. In March 1986. Wynn ordered the

union to end the strike and cut off strike

benefits. The UFCW International then

put P-9 into receivership. In September

1986, a contract on the company’s terms

was signed by UFCW Regional Director

Joe Hansen, now the union’s International

president. Meanwhile, the local union

leaders relied on a campaign of demon-
strations seeking to pressure stockholders,

consumer boycotts and the like. Their

"corporate campaign" was counterposed

to mobilizing trade unionists and others

who had shown their support for P-9 in

the kind of hard class struggle needed to

beat the union-busters. A quarter of a cen-

tury later, the union bureaucrats continue

their strategy of surrender, most recently

repackaged for Wal-Mart and the fast-

food industry.

Today packinghouse and processing

plant workers are driven to fight against

hellish conditions harking back to the

Chicago stockyards exposed by Upton
Sinclair In his 1906 novel. The Jungle.

Following the defeat of the Hormel strike,

the company built a wall right through the

factory separating the lower-skill, front-

end killing floor from the processing side

and “contracted” with its own shell com-
pany to run it at even lower wages with

a heavily Latino immigrant workforce.

With the line sped up from 750 to 1.300

hogs an hour by 2006. carpal tunnel, cuts

and other injuries became routine. One
part of the process caused an autoimmune
disease that crippled many workers with

neurological damage.

Since the late 1960s, the agribusiness

bosses have consciously hired immigrants,

particularly from Mexico and Central

America, many of them undocumented
workers. Such workers who try to organ-

ize face deportation raids by Immigration

and Customs Enforcement (I.C.E.). In

December 2006, l.C.E. carried out one of

the largest immigration raids in its his-

tory. rounding up nearly 1.300 immigrant
workers in six Swift plants, five of which
were organized by the UFCW.
The previous month, black and white

workers at Smithfield Foods’ pork pro-

cessing plant in Tar Heel. North Carolina,

struck in defense of Latino fellow workers

fired by the company in its war against a

UFCW organizing drive. Despite l.C.E.

raids, the union gained recognition at

Tar Heel in 2008. This underscores the

crucial need for the labor movement to

champion the defense of immigrant work-

ers and demand full citizenship rights for

all who have made it to the U.S.

Industries like fast-food have become
emblematic of the grinding poverty into

which vast numbers of workers have been
driven. What is desperately needed is to

revitalize the labor movement as a fighting

force. Above all. the class-collaborationist

labor tops must be swept out and replaced

by a class-struggle leadership. This is

a necessary part of the fight to build a

workers party committed to leading all

(he exploited and oppressed in sweeping
away the capitalist orders
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COINTELPRO...
(continuedfrom page J2)

charges—the FBI concealed wiretap logs

showing he was 400 miles away at the

time of the killing—before his release in

1997.

For the Times^ all this is just a little

blood under the bridge. But wc remember

COINTELPRO's victims, some of whom
are slili behind prison walls today, among
them American Indian Movement leader

Leonard Peltier and Panther supporters

Mondo we Langa and Ed Poindexter. We
remember Herman Wallace, who died in

2013 after spending 41 years in solitary

confinement on bogus charges in Angola

Penitentiary; his Panther comrade Albert

Woodfox remains incarcerated.

Unearthing COINTELPRO
Betty Medsger, a reporter for the Wash-

ington Post at the time of the FBI burglary,

was among a handful sent the documents

and was the first to publish them. These

included a 1970 memorandum calling on

agents to step up interviews of antiwar

activists and other dissidents in order to

“enhance the paranoia endemic in these

circles and...further serve to get the point

across there is an F.B.l. agent behind

every mailbox.” Another was an order by

Hoover that all black campus organiza-

tions be monitored. Hoover declared that

“increased campus disorders involving

black students pose a definite threat to the

Nation’s stability and security,” necessitat-

ing more and better intelligence “on Black

student Unions and similar groups which

are targeted for influence and control by

violence-prone Black Panther Party and

other extremists.”

Hoover’s directive reflected the bour-

geoisie’s fear that the failure of the

liberal-led civil rights movement to satisfy

black aspirations for equality was driving

activists into what in FBI parlance were

“black extremist groups.” Malcolm X. the

left-moving Student Non-Violent Coordi-

nating Committee (SNCC) and even black

comedian Dick Gregory were all caught

in the COINTELPRO web.

What would prove to be the most sig-

nificant disclosure emerging from the

burglary of the unguarded FBI office in

Media, Pennsylvania, was a memorandum
bearing a routing slip with the esoteric

designation “COINTELPRO.” Although

it mustered some attention, nobody knew
what it meant at the time, nor would they

until December 1973, when NBC reporter

Carl Stern obtained a few heavily edited

FBI documents through a Freedom Of
Information Act order. In early 1975,

Senate hearings convened by Idaho Dem-
ocratic Senator Frank Church provided a

broader, but still expurgated, picture of

FBI. CIA and U.S. military spying, terror

and provocations.

The courageous act of the eight men

and women who risked jail to unearth

documentation of FBI crimes was a

real service to the working class, the

oppressed and all who would protest the

barbarity of capitalist imperialism, Two
of the activists had previously pul their

lives on the line in the service of their lib-

eral convictions as volunteers registering

black people to vote during Mississippi

Freedom Summer in 1964. Nonetheless,

while the Vietnam War was radicaliz-

ing a generation of youth, the burglary’s

mastermind. William Davidon. and his

colleagues were squarely in the pacifist,

“peace is patriotic” right wing of the anti-

war movement.

Medsger notes that Davidon’s motiva-

tion was "to prove or disprove the per-

sistent rumor that the government was
spying on Americans for reasons unre-

lated to suspicion of crime.” Prove to

whom? FBI planting of informants and

provocateurs in left, civil rights and anti-

war groups was no secret to the activists

in those movements. As expressed in the

name they adopted, “Citizens’ Commis-
sion to Investigate the F.B.l.,” the burglars’

political outlook was the belief that pro-

test and exposure could influence those

in power to rein in the supposed excesses

of the government’s political police.

Medsger’s well-researched and enjoy-

able book purveys the view that Hoover’s

FBI was a rogue agency. As Marxist

revolutionists, we understand that the

capitalist state exists to defend through

organized violence the class rule and

profits of the ruling class. This requires

an apparatus of repression, of which the

FBI is part. A commonplace among liber-

als is that Hoover’s superiors in the White
House and Justice Department were kept

in the dark. But as Attorneys General.

Robert F. Kennedy authorized wiretaps

on Martin Luther King, while in 1967

Ramsey Clark issued directions to expand

COINTELPRO operations against “Black

Nationalist Organizations,” specifically

targeting the Congress of Racial Equality.

SNCC and other groups.

The NSA. CIA and military intelligence

were also spying on leftists and black

activists, and many big-city police depart-

ments had their own Red Squads, work-

ing with the FBI and carrying out their

own COINTELPRO-Iike operations. The

hundreds of pages of FBI files on class-

war prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal record

information provided by the Philadelphia

police Intelligence Division. Mumia, a

Black Panther spokesman in his youth and

later a supporter of the MOVE commune,
has been in prison for 32 years, an inno-

cent man framed up on murder charges.

For 30 of those years, he was on death row.

Congressional Oversight:
The Fox and the Chicken Coop

Medsger’s prescription is oversight by

Congress, with the 1975-76 Church Com-
mittee hearings as a model. Those hear-

ings were called in response to the grow-

ing uproar following the 1972 burglary of

Democratic Party national headquarters

at the Watergate office complex in Wash-

ington, D.C., by operatives of the Nixon
administration. The Watergate conspira-

tors incurred the wrath of powerful forces

by spying on the respectable bourgeois

politicians of the Democratic Party. This

was a violation of the accepted rules of

the game—rules that have always permit-

ted vicious persecution of leftists, labor

leaders and black militants.

The Church Committee’s "reforms” were

part of restoring public confidence in the

government and its democratic facade after

the damage inflicted by the U.S. imperial-

ists’ stunning military defeat in Vietnam
and by the Watergate revelations. But

they were also intended to rationalize an

apparatus of repression that had become
unwieldy and evidently unable to tell the

difference between Ho Chi Minh and what
one might call the real antiwar housewives

of Beverly Hills. In 1976, Attorney Gen-
eral Edward Levi implemented FBI guide-

lines that honed the agency’s targets to a

more manageable number of victims.

Also emerging from the hearings was
the establishment of the Senate and House
Committees on Intelligence, whose “over-

sight" has consisted of rubber-stamping

virtually every intelligence program. Os-
tensibly to curb NSA/CIA spying. Con-
gress passed the 1978 Foreign Intelli-

gence Surveillance Act (FISA), setting up
a special secret court to vet requests for

wiretaps in the name of “national secu-
rity.” Not only has the court authorized all

but 1 1 out of 34,000 surveillance requests,

it has given blanket endorsement of the
Bush/Obama NSA program monitoring
all phone and Internet communications.
Medsger and the burglars share the

view that the FBI should be investigating

organized crime and corruption rather

than suppressing dissent. As Medsger

puts it, "Hoover had distorted the mission

of one of the most powerful and most

venerated institutions in the country.” As

we wrote shortly after the Church hear-

ings. “It is their class allegiance which

blinds the liberals to the simple fact that

these agencies’ central purpose is to do

the dirty work considered inappropriate

to the ’normal’ administrative mecha-

nisms of bourgeois democracy” (“What

Is the ADEX File?" WVNo. 151, 1 April

1977). Hoover’s FBI was doing precisely

what it was formed to do.

The U.S. entry into World War I. the

first interimperialist world war, gave

impetus to the creation of a far-flung

domestic espionage apparatus. But the

deadly apparatus employed by this coun-

try's political police—with its vast army
of spies and informers, wiretaps and mail

interceptions—really took shape in the

aftermath of the 1917 Bolshevik Revolu-

tion. At its center was the newly formed

Bureau of Investigation and its General

Intelligence Division (GID) headed by

Hoover. Within months, the GID had

compiled a list of 55.000 names. Initially

aimed at antiwar dissidents, left-wing

Socialists and members of the syndical-

ist Industrial Workers of the World, the

political police went on to pursue the

fledgling Communist movement, target-

ing black militants as well.

In 1935, amid a new wave of working-

class radicalization. the investigative bu-

reau was recast by liberal icon Franklin

Delano Roosevelt as the FBI. Beginning
in the mid ’30s, Roosevelt quietly encour-

aged Hoover to conduct surveillance of

domestic fascists and communists. In

1939. with the outbreak of World War
II in Europe, the president expanded the

FBI’s jurisdiction to include all cases of
.suspected domestic sabotage, espionage
and subversion. When the Supreme Court
outlawed wiretapping. Roosevelt ordered
Hoover to keep at it.

The courageous act by the 1971 FBI
burglars naturally invites comparison
to the actions by Chelsea Manning and
Edward Snowden that, at great persona!

sacrifice, exposed to public scrutiny some
of the international and domestic crimes
of the U.S. imperialists and their govern-
ment- What is obvious, however. Is that

none of the exposures or reforms stem-

ming from the era of the break-in have
impeded the U.S. government from wield-

ing a police and spy apparatus that today
dwarfs anything J. Edgar Hoover could
have imagined. Our aim as Marxists is

to build a revolutionary workers party—a

tribune of the people—dedicated to lead-

ing the working class in sweeping away
capitalist class rule and replacing it with a

workers government. Then and only then

will the enormous cache of the govern-
ment’s secrets and the extent of the cap-
italist rulers’ terror at home and abroad
be made plain for all the world to see.B
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Prostitution...
(continuedfrom page 4)

a property-owning ruling class, it became

necessary to have an unimpeachable cri-

terion for the inheritance of property,

one that could unambiguously establish

the paternity of children. Hence there

arose the monogamous family, in which

marriage meant the subjection of women
by men—in Engels’ words, "the world-

historic defeat of the female sex.”

It is the institution of the family that

introduces money into sexual relations.

Whether it is the hiring of prostitutes by

the hour or the "acquisition” of a wife, the

family and the oppression of women are

always based on private property; basi-

cally. only religious morality and capitalist

laws distinguish the wife from the pros-

titute. The highly-regarded (non-Marxist)

sex scientists William H. Masters and

Virginia E. Johnson arrived at a similar

conclusion: "Prostitution is difficult to

define since humans have always used sex

to obtain desirables such as food, money,

valuables, promotions, and power” {Sex

and Human Loving [Little. Brown, 1988]).

At the same time, people do not allow

themselves to be constrained by reac-

tionary religious conceptions of morality

linked to the institution of the family.

They disregard "correct” sexual behav-

ior. torn between the compulsion of class

SYC Speaker...
(continuedfrom page 5}

capitalists. The working class took state

power and got rid of the capitalist profit

system altogether. This is our model. For

new October Revolutions worldwide!

The Russian question is one of the major

programmatic differences that sets the SYC
and SL apart from the fake socialists. The

International Socialist Organization (ISO),

who you probably have heard of or run into

in Chicago, called the fall of the Soviet

Union a moment when socialists should be

rejoicing. The fall of the Soviet Union has

meant free rein for the imperialists to redi-

vide the world in order to plunder markets,

establish spheres of exploitation and carry

out all-out attacks on the living conditions

of the working class.

As with the former Soviet Union, the

SYC and SL unconditionally defend the

deformed workers states of China. Cuba,

Thursday, March 6, 7 p.m.

The Russian Revolution: How
the Bolsheviks Came to Power

San Francisco State University

Cesar Chavez Student Center
Rosa Parks D

Information and readings; (510) 839-0851
sycbayarea@fastmail.net

LOS ANGELES

Wednesday, March 5, 6 p.m.

The Russian Revolution:
When the Workers

Overthrew Capitalism

UCLA. Rolfe Hall, Room 3120

Information and readings: (213) 380-8239
slsycla@sbcglobal.net

TORONTO

Thursday, March 6, 7 p.m.

The USSR: The World’s
First Workers State

U of T, Sidney Smith Hall

100 St. George Street. Room 2104

Information and readings; (416) 593-4138
spartcan@on,aibn,com

Visit the ICL Web Site:

www.icl-fi.org

society and their most intimate personal

feelings and wishes. At Schwarzer’s pre-

sentation of her book, a paraplegic pointed

out that visiting prostitutes was often the

only course open to him for experiencing

sexuality, whereupon Schwarzer set him

right, telling him he really should seek out

a partner!

This contempt for someone who is

harassed and socially excluded in cap-

italist society goes hand in hand with

her promotion of the happy nuclear fam-

ily. in which man and wife should only

have sex with each other (see the article

in her book. “Help. My Husband Goes to

Brothels"). People who may wish to expe-

rience "kinky” sex that they want to keep

secret from their wife, husband or friends

because it violates the prevailing "pub-

lic morality" often turn to prostitutes.

No. it is not prostitution that “brutalizes

lust” or “destroys sexuality" (Schwarzer's

"Appeal” and her book). It is repressive,

inhumane capitalist society.

We are against the criminalization of

prostitution, but we regard prostitution

as one component of the oppression of

women, analogous to the institution of the

family. In a classless society, communal

child care and housework will replace the

role of the family, and women will be able

to participate fully in social life. Birth

control and abortion on demand will be

free, just like high-quality health care for

all. Only in such a society will sex be gen-

Laos, North Korea and Vietnam from

imperialism and internal capitalist coun-

terrevolution. The parasitic, nationalist.

Stalinist bureaucracies who hold political

power need to be ousted by proletarian

political revolution. The ISO refuses to

defend these workers states and instead

sides with the imperialist powers in the

name of “Democracy.” As Marxists, we
ask, "Democracy for what class?”

Answering these types of questions,

studying revolutionary Marxism and in-

tervening ia labor and student struggles

are key to building a revolutionary, mul-

tiracial workers party. The SYC seeks to

recruit revolutionary-minded youth and

students, who want to see the world run

according to the needs of humanity. Cap-

italism can never be reformed to meet

the needs of humanity. The emancipation

of humanity from sexism, racispi and

exploitation will come through socialist

revolution, nothing less. Join this fight!

Join the SYC! m

Saturday, March 8, 3:30 p.m.

Imperialism: The Highest Stage
of Capitalism

University of Illinois-Chicago

Addams Hall, Second Floor-Library

830 S. Halsted St.

(Take Blue Line to UlC - Halsted)

Information and readings: (312) 563-0441
chicagosyc@sbcgloDal.net

NEW YORK CITY

Tuesday, March 11,.7 p.m.

The Russian Revolution of 1917
Part 1: From the February Revolution

to the July Days

City College of New York

138th St. and Amsterdam Ave,

Room TBA
(Take #1 train to 137th St.-City College)

Information and readings: (212) 267-1025
nysl@tiac.net

VANCOUVER
Thursday, Feb. 27, 6:30 p.m.

India: imperialist Subjugation,

Caste and the
Oppression of Women

UBC. Irving Barber Learning Centre
Room 157

Information and readings: (604) 687-0353
trotskyist_vancouver@shawcable.com

uinely free and based on mutual consent,

without guardians of public morality and

brutal cop repression. The only way to get

there is the overthrow of the capitalist sys-

tem through a workers revolution under

the leadership of a Leninist-Trotskyist

parly, the expropriation of private own-

ership of the means of production and

their transformation into the property of

society as a whole. The liberation of pros-

titutes is inseparably linked to the liber-

ation of women as a whole; prostitution

will disappear only when the institution of

the family is replaced. For women’s liber-

ation through socialist revolution!

Schwarzer. a bourgeois feminist liv-

ing well under capitalism, postulates that

men are the enemy (naturally not the

cops, who are of one mind with her). In

1971. she orchestrated a front-page story

in the illustrated magazine Stern in which

women rose up against the laws govern-

ing abortion, proclaiming: "We’ve had an

abortion!” This was a good thing. But since

then. Schwarzer has become much better

known for reactionary witchhunts against

Muslims and against International Wom-
en’s Day, because of its Communist origin.

She even opposes the liberalizing law on

prostitution passed in 2002 by the SPD/

Green government, which halfheartedly

attempted to eliminate the medieval con-

cept of an "offense against public moral-

ity.” Since then, prostitutes have been able

for the first time to sue for their wages, to

be covered by health insurance and to have

the right to social benefits.

But by no means did this law signify

total decriminalization. To the contrary,

says the Professional Association of Erotic

and Sexual Services (within which. Hydra,

an advisory service for prostitutes, works).

The association has launched an "Appeal

FOR Prostitution” that stales: "The law

has changed nothing as to the right of the

police to enter places of prostitution at any

time. Since then the number of raids has

increased” (sexwork-deuischland.de). After

2002, the service workers trade union ver.di

.set up a “working group” for prostitution

within its department of “special services.”

But drafting templates for labor contracts

and the like is not enough. Ver.di is also

one of the largest women’s organizations

in this country, with German and immi-

grant workers often working hand in hand.

This integrated trade union must oppose

the government’s campaign and mobilize

its social power at the head of immigrants

and all the oppressed to fight for full citi-

zenship rights for all.

“Leftist” Guardians of Morality

That the current witchhunt against

prostitution was kicked off by Schwarzer.

whose "Appeal” was signed by the wom-
en’s organization of the Christian Demo-
cratic parties along with many members

of the SPD, is not astonishing. But there

are also "leftist” guardians of morality.

The Taaffeite Socialist Alternative Voran

(SAV), buried in the Left Party, published

in its sozialismus.info (November 2013)

an article titled "A Socialist Perspective

on the Sex Industry and Prostitution” by

Laura Fitzgerald, a member of its Irish

fraternal organization. The article stales,

“It’s very important that no prostitute is

criminalised in any way in the eyes of the

law.” But the SAV is for a law that over-

turns or at least modifies the 2002 law.

writing in the same article: "Socialists

should, however, totally oppose the full

legalisation of prostitution.” Following

a bit of lip service about the brutality of

the police as enforcers of the interests of

the state comes their solution: "It’s essen-

tial that all Gardai [cops] are compelled

to attend regular training on how to deal

sympathetically with victims and survi-

vors of sexual violence.”

This is a real scandal and a mock-

ery of the victims of daily police vio-

lence. particularly immigrants! The SAV
and its international organization, the

Committee for a Workers’ International,

have long been known for their efforts

to "reform” the police and create “bet-

ter working conditions” for cops (see. for

example, the 1994 Sparlacist pamphlet

“Militant Labour’s Touching Faith in the

Capitalist Stale”). Their deepgoing social-

democratic reformism also means that

fundamentally they are in agreement with

the bourgeois norms and “family values”

imposed by the police, armed men of the

bourgeois stale. We have often called the

SAV out on this, for example when one

of our woman comrades intervened at its

“Socialism Days 2004.” As we reported

in “SAV: No Sex, No Fun. No Spartakist!”

(Spartakist No. 158, Spring 2005):

“She attacked the SAVs prudish moral-

ism. counterposing to it our Marxist
position of being against slate interven-

tion into consensual sexual and other

personal relations. This also includes

so-called pedophiles who are made the

victims of state persecution for sex with

minors based on genuine consensual
agreement. That is. for sex with genuine

mutual agreement as opposed to sex by
force or under pressure to do something
one doesn’t understand or doesn't want to

do. The SAV cadres flipped out over this.”

There exists a widespread social uneas-

iness over yet more police laws. Even the

conservative Frankfurter Allgemeine Zei-

tung wrote in a 19 November 2013 article,

“Do Sex Workers Go About Their Work
Gladly?”: “Are there people who regard

prostitution as a normal job? Yes, there

are. Aren’t they hurl by it nonetheless,

doesn’t this cause lasting damage? Sitting

at a cash register, working as a cleaning

woman, selling unnecessary garbage

to people, as with [the cosmetics chain]

Douglas or the like, keeping this inhu-

mane capitalist wheel of filth running

—

is this not also mentally very damaging?

Does anyone really do this voluntarily?”

We Marxists call prostitution a “crime

without victims,” like doing drugs, gam-

bling, pornography and sexual relations

with minors—activities that under capital-

ist law are generally banned or strictly regu-

lated. In many countries, “age of majority”

laws dictate living without sex. especially

homosexual sex. We are against any med-
dling by the government in one’s private

sexual life. We say that mutual consent and

the agreement of all concerned should be

the deciding factor in all sexual acts. But

we also recognize that genuinely free rela-

tions between people are impossible under

this class system. Only in a classless soci-

ety will "moral" and economic compulsion

cease to exist in sexual relationships, or as

Engels so aptly put it: “there is no other

motive left except mutual inclination.”*
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COINTELPRO and Uie^ K»* runes

1971 Break-In

Turned Over

FBI’s Rocks

If a Pulitzer Prize were awarded for

euphemizing government terror and re-

pression. the smart money would surely

be on the f^ew York Times. A recent case

in point is its article "Burglars Who
Took On F.B.I. Abandon Shadows” (7

January), written in anticipation of the

release of The Burglary by Betty Meds-

ger. a book that reveals the identities and

motivations of those who carried out a

1971 break-in of a small Pennsylvania

FBI office. The subsequent exposure

of the secret documents they seized

ultimately led to the disclosure of the

agency’s COINTELPRO (Counterintel-

ligence Program).

The Times renders anodyne the FBI’s

deadly program of surveillance, disrup-

tion, burglary, provocation, frame-up

and outright murder, including the kill-

ing of 38 members of the Black Panther

Parly. The Times writes that “since 1956,

the F.B.I. had carried out an expansive

campaign to spy on civil rights lead-

ers, political organizers and suspected

Communists, and had tried to sow dis-

trust among protest groups.” For the

bourgeoisie’s newspaper of record, the

crime of crimes was "a blackmail let-

ter F.B.I. agents had sent anonymously

to the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr..

threatening to expose his extramarital

affairs if he did not commit suicide.”

While such government intrusion into

people’s private lives is both repellent

and a measure of the capitalist state’s

contempt for anyone advocating black

rights, the full story of COINTELPRO
is immensely more deadly.

Just as with the belated liberal opposi-

tion to the McCarthyite anti-Communist

witchhunt of the 1950s, the Times' prob-

lem is that the "wrong” people were

put on the rack along with “legitimate”

targets. COINTELPRO was launched

in 1956 against the Communist Parly;

it was later extended to the Socialist

Workers Party, Puerto Rican national-

ists, anyone fighting for black rights, the

American Indian Movement and protest-

ers against the U.S. counterrevolutionary

war in Vietnam. In a feat of journalistic

gymnastics, the Times manages to write

about COINTELPRO without a men-
tion of the Feds’ foremost victim—the

Black Panther Party (BPP). FBI director

J. Edgar Hoover declared the Panthers

to be the “greatest threat to the internal

security of the U.S.” and vowed in 1968

that “the Negro youth and moderate[s]

must be made to understand that if they

sOccumb to revolutionary teachings, they

will be dead revolutionaries.”

This was no idle threat. The BPP.

which represented the best of a gener-

ation of black radicals, was destroyed

through a combination of FBI/cop terror

and its own vicious factionalism exac-

erbated by COINTELPRO dirty tricks.

For the New York Times, those Panthers

killed as a direct result of COINTEL-
PRO do not exist. Not “Little” Bobby

Hutton, the Panthers’ first recruit, who
was gunned down by Oakland cops in

1968. Not L.A. Panther leaders “Bunchy"

Carter and John Huggins, who were shot

dead by members of the cultural nation-

alist United Slaves organization of Ron

Karenga, inflamed by letters forged

by the FBI threatening Karenga in the

name of the BPP. Not Chicago Panther

leaders Mark Clark and Fred Hampton,

assassinated in a December 1969 police

raid based on floor plans of Hampton’s

apartment supplied by an FBI infor-

mant. Not Geronimoji Jaga (Pratt), who
survived a nearly identical assassination

attempt four days later only to spend

27 years in prison on bogus murder

continued on page 10

Framed-Up Protesters Face 30 Years

CHICAGO—In an attack on the right

to political protest, Jared Chase. Brent

Betterly and Brian Church, known
as the NATO 3, were convicted by

a Cook County jury on February 7

on two frame-up felony counts of

possessing Molotov cocktails and two
misdemeanor "mob action” charges. The
three were victimized in a sting opera-

tion as part of the cops’ efforts to quash

protest against the May 2012 gathering of

NATO imperialist war criminals in Chi-

cago. Prosecutors had lacked on bogus

charges of “conspiracy to commit ter-

rorism,” which the jury rejected, giving

the state a partial setback. Nevertheless,

Chase, Betterly and Church, who have

been imprisoned on $1.5 million bail, now
face possible 30-year prison sentences.

This was a chemically pure case of

police entrapment. From start to finish, the

real instigators of the purported plot were

the cops. Undercover agents Nadia Chikko
and Mehmet Uygun infiltrated the Occupy
group with whom the defendants, who had
driven up from Florida, were bunking.

The agents provocateurs hatched a plan,

pushed it forward and assembled some
Molotov cocktails, goading and dragging

Betterly. Church and Chase along at every

step. Despite two weeks of intense surveil-

lance. not a single piece of evidence was
produced pointing to the NATO 3 as the

ones who assembled the Molotov cocktails

(made from beer bottles), as charged in the

indictment. The setup was undertaken as

Democratic mayor Rahm Emanuel and
Police Superintendent Garry McCarthy
whipped up an atmosphere of fear-

mongering and hysteria leading into the

NATO summit, assembling a massive dis-

play of police power to intimidate protest-

ers (see “Defend Anti-NATO Protesters!”

WV No. 1003. 25 May 2012).

The defense noted that the Molotov
cocktails “were always in possession of

Free the
the under-cover police who suggested

their own provocative ideas for how to use

the bottles.” The “evidence” submitted by

the state was Church’s fingerprints from

a bottle supplied by the cops, who plied

the defendants with liquor. It appears that

the only actual evidence of law-breaking

was the purchase of alcohol for minors

by the police. And among the “weapons”
presented by prosecutors was a seven-foot

piece of plywood with the words “Auster-

ity ain’t gonna happen” painted on it and a

slingshot, the latter allegedly to be used for

breaking windows at Obama’s re-election

campaign headquarters.

NATOS!
Even the conservative Chicago Tribune

(25 January), which was hostile to the

anti-NATO protesters, expressed skepti-

cism about the purported evidence against

the three. Oozing with contempt for the

defendants, the article stated that "the

portrait that emerges from undercover

recordings and courtroom testimony isn’t

of a deadly terrorist cell looking to spark

widespread fear but of bumbling young
men led by a stoner trying to impress a

female police officer on her first under-

cover assignment.” Once the verdict came
down, the Tribune declared in a February
10 editorial that the men were a danger

to society and called for the judge to

throw the book at them.

What the jury could not buy were

the charges of “conspiracy to commit
terrorism” based on the Illinois ter-

rorism statute. This is one of many
such laws passed in the U.S. following the

September II, 2001 attacks, when a “war
on terror” was declared as a rationale for

the occupations of Afghanistan and Iraq

and for escalating repression and snooping

at home. Calling the proceedings a “ter-

rorist show trial.” the NATO 3’s defense

team aptly noted that the slate’s definition

of terrorism was so vague and broad that

it could include “labor strikes, peaceful

occupations and sit-ins, political protests

and boycotts.” As for “conspiracy.” this

is what the government uses to nail those

it wants to silence yet cannot charge with

demonstrable criminal acts. Organizing
against slavery was “conspiratorial,” and
labor unions used to be considered illegal

conspiracies in this country.

Representatives of the Partisan Defense
Committee, a legal and social defense

organization associated with the Marxist
Spartacist League, attended the Chicago
trial, which had a thick air of intimidation

of the NATO 3's supporters. Admission
was effectively curbed as those wishing
to attend the trial had to register and sub-

mit to a background check on site. No
papers, buttons, T-shirts or anything else

indicating support for the defendants were
allowed into the courtroom. The convic-
tion of the NATO 3 is a threat to leftists,

labor organizations, immigrants, and all

would-be opponents of this racist capital-

ist system.

Sentencing is set for February 28. The
PDC urges WV readers to join us in con-
tributing to the NATO 3 defense fund.

Donations can be made at www.wepay,
com/donalions/freethenato3. Free the
NATO 3 nowfu

Riot police use batons in massive show of force against 10,000-strong anti-
NATO protest in Chicago, 20 May 2012.
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MARCH 3—As Russian sirongman

Vladimir Putin deployed troops into

Crimea, following a resolution in

the Russian parliament, the West-

ern propaganda machine went into

hysterical overdrive. U.S. Secretary

of State John Kerry declared that

Russia would pay *’a huge price" for

its incursion, threatening Russia’s

removal from the imperialist Group

of 8 and the freezing of Russian

assets abroad. Without the slightest

hint of irony, Kerry pontificated,

"You just don’t, in the 21st century,

behave in 19th century fashion by

invading another country on com-

pletely trumped up pretext.” Afghan-

istan, Iraq. Libya, Syria, etc.—the list

of countries threatened and invaded

by the U.S. imperialists "in the 21st

century" goes on and on. Indeed,

events in Ukraine have the hands of

the U.S. imperialists in particular, as

well as those of the European Union

(EU), all over them.

Russia’s intervention into Crimea
is a direct response to the overthrow

of the government in the Ukrainian

capital of Kiev. On February 22, the

corrupt pro-Russia president, Viktor

Yanukovich, was toppled by a right-

wing coup spearheaded by fascists

and supported by the U.S. and EU;
Yanukovich subsequently fled to

^

Russia. The thugs toting Molotov

cocktails who have been at the head of

the three-month mass mobilizations in the

streets of Kiev, seizing government build-

ings and violently confronting the police,

now have the upper hand. The fascists of

the Svoboda party have a deputy prime

minister and several ministers in the new
government. Svoboda cofounder Andriy

Parubiy is now head of the National Secu-

rity and Defense Council, which super-

vises the armed forces. The new deputy

prime minister for economic affairs is

Oleksandr Sych of Svoboda, a member of

parliament infamous for his attempts to

ban all abortions, including in the event

1 0

7 25274 81030 7

Crimea Is Russian

Reuters map (adapted by WV)

Percent of population in Ukraine

<10 30 50 70 >90 whose native language is Russian

Source: State Statistics Service ot Ukraine. (2001 census data)

Top left: Drill by fascist “Right Sector" in central Kiev, January 25. Top
right: European Union foreign policy chief Catherine Ashton meeting with

Oleg Tyagnibok (left) of fascist Svoboda party and ex-boxer Vital! Klitschko,

politician promoted by German imperialists.

of rape. While Arseniy Yatsenyuk, Wash-

ington’s favorite and head of the Father-

land party, is now in charge as prime min-

ister. the thugs of Maidan square continue

to dictate policy.

The seizure of power by a right-wing

Ukrainian nationalist coup deeply alarmed

the populace in Russian-speaking areas

of eastern and southeastern Ukraine in

particular. Indeed, one of the first acts

of the new regime was to abolish a 2012

law allowing (he official use of Rus-

sian and other minority languages. This

was rightly seen as an attack on non-

Ukrainian minorities, prompting wide-

spread protests, including even in Lviv,

where the fascists have a sizable base.

Thirteen out of Ukraine’s 27 regions, pri-

marily in eastern Ukraine, had adopted

Russian as a .second official language, and

two western regions adopted Romanian.

Hungarian and Moldovan. In Crimea-

—

where 58.5 percent of the population is

ethnic Russian. 24.4 percent is Ukrainian

and 12.1 percent are Tatars—Kiev’s new
chauvinist law hit particularly hard, as

some 97 percent of the region’s two mil-

lion people use Russian as their main lan-

guage, regardless of ethnic background,

The Russian military, with the aid of

local "self-defense" forces, has established

control over the Autonomous Repub-

lic of Crimea. Reportedly, the major-

ity of Ukrainian troops in Crimea have

switched sides, with some resigning.

Meanwhile, the head of the Ukrainian

navy has defected to the Russian side,

as well as the 800 personnel of a

Ukrainian airbase in Crimea. Unrest

has also spread to eastern Ukraine.

There are numerous Russian troops

and naval personnel on the Crimean

peninsula. By agreement with previ-

ous Ukrainian governments, the city

of Sevastopol is the home base for

the Russian Black Sea Fleet. The new
pro-Russian government in Crimea

has called a plebiscite for March 30

to decide the territory’s status: to

remain part of Ukraine or to seek de

facto independence and closer affili-

ation with Russia.

Predictably, the new Ukrainian

government has denounced Putin’s

intervention as a Russian seizure of

Ukrainian territory, and bourgeois

pundits have raised comparisons

with the 2008 Russo-Georgian War.

The Russian military intervention

into Crimea is not akin to that war.

during which Russian forces moved
into Georgian territory. In that war.

Marxists had a revolutionary defeat-

ist line, opposing both bourgeois mil-

itary forces. (Georgia was backed by

Western imperialism.)

Contrary to how it is often pre-

sented in the Western media, the

Russian intervention into Crimea is

not an intervention into a "foreign coun-

try.” notwithstanding Crimea’s formal

status as part of Ukraine. Crimea has

been Russian since the late 18th century,

when it was wrested from the Ottoman
Empire. It was only in 1954 that Soviet

premier Nikita Khrushchev ceded Crimea
to the Ukrainian Soviet Republic. Later,

with the collapse of the Soviet Union,

this took on significance, as the fate of

the area was the subject of heated disputes

between the now bourgeois stales of Rus-

sia and Ukraine. In 1991. an attempt by

local inhabitants to hold a referendum on

Crimea’s independence was indefinitely

banned by the Ukrainian authorities.

The main opposition from within Crimea

to seceding from Ukraine comes from the

Tatars, an overwhelmingly Muslim 1\irkic

people. On February 26. fighting in the

continued on page 8



From the Archives of Marxism

The Heritage of the Paris Commune

On the barricades of the Paris Commune, 1871.

On 18 March 1871, as the bourgeoi-

sie fled Paris for Versailles, the workers

established the world's first proletarian

dictatorship in the French capital. The
heroic Communards, as Karl Marx put

it. “stormed heaven” and seized power,

which they held until late May when the

Commune was drowned in blood by the

resurgent capitalists.

We reprint below an excerpt from 1871:

The Paris Commune, a pamphlet written

in 1927 by Max Shachtman. at the time

a cadre of the American Communist
Party. Shachtman explains how lessons

TROTSKY LENIN

Communism and the Family

International Women's Day. March H.

originated in 1908 among female needle

trades workers who marched in New York

City for the eight-hour day. for an end to

child labor and for women's suffrage. To

mark this proletarian holiday, vve print an
excerpt from a work by leading Bolshevik

Alexandra Kollontai that describes the early

Soviet workers state’s perspective to eradi-

cate women's oppression, which is based on
the institution of the family. The revolution-

ary regime understood that the full emancipation of women was dependent on quali-

tatively raising the material level ofbackward Ru.ssia, requiring the e.xtension ofpro-
letarian power to the wealthy industrialized countries. Never having known genuine
freedom, we cannot predict how human relations will unfold in a communist society.

But Kollontai's projection provides a useful point of departure.

There is no escaping the fact: the old type of family has had its day. The family
is withering away not because it is being forcibly destroyed by the stale, but because
the family is ceasing to be a necessity. The slate does not need the family, because the

domestic economy is no longer profitable: the family distracts the worker from more
useful and productive labour. The members of the family do not need the family either,

because the task of bringing up the children which was formerly theirs is passing more
and more into the hands of the collective. In place of the old relationship between men
and women, a new one is developing: a union of affection and comradeship, a union
of two equal members of communist society, both of them free, both of them inde-

pendent and both of them workers. No more domestic bondage for women. No more
inequality within the family. No need for women to fear being left without support and
with children to bring up. The woman in communist society no longer depends upon her

husband but on her work. It is not in her husband but in her capacity for work that she
will find support, She need have no anxiety about her children. The workers’ state will

assume responsibility for them. Marriage will lose all the elements of material calcu-

lation which cripple family life. Marriage will be a union of two persons who love and
trust each other. Such a union promises to the working men and women who under-
stand themselves and the world around them the most complete happiness and the max-
imum satisfaction. Instead of the conjugal slavery of the past, communist society offers

women and men a free union which is strong in the comradeship which inspired it.

—Alexandra Kollontai, Communism and the Family (1920)
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drawn from the Commune later helped

guide the Bolshevik Party through the

three Russian Revolutions referred to in

the text below: the defeated revolution of

1905; February 1917, when the tsar was
overthrown; and October 1917, when the

working class took power. The short-

comings of the Commune laid bare the

bankruptcy of the political program of

Pierre-ioseph Proudhon, an ideological

father of anarchism, and of Auguste Blan-

qui. who envisaged an insurrection led by

a conspiratorial group of revolutionaries.

Typographical errors in the excerpt have

been corrected.

The Commune is written large in the

history of the working class of the world.

It was the first great attempt of the prole-

tariat of a nation to establish the rule of the

working class thru the dictatorship of the

proletariat, accompanied by weak, unclear

efforts to adapt to this overthrow of bour-

geois domination a new social order.

The weaknesses, shortcomings, hesi-

tance, lack of clarity and insufficiencies

of the Commune have been pointed out.

The lessons to be learned from its expe-

rience must be studied by the struggling

working class of the world.

The main source of the weakness of the

Commune can be traced to the absence

of a determined, conscious revolutionary

party which would have given it direction,

firmness and decision.

“If in September, 1870. there had been
found at the head of the proletariat of
France the centralized party of revo-

lutionary action." writes Trotsky, “the
entire history of France and with it the

entire history of Humanity would have
taken another direction. If on the 18 of
March power was found in the hands of
the proletariat of Paris it was not because
they had consciously seized it. but

because their enemies had quit Paris."

Without a revolutionary proletarian

party, without such an instrument the Paris

Commune could not, despite the unparal-

leled heroism and the self-sacrifice of its

noble defenders, maintain itself. With a

ruling body in which almost every dele-

gate represented a different viewpoint, in

which there did not reign a dominating

single clear idea, it was natural that the

results would prove fatal to the uprising.

Even the vague viewpoint which united its

two leading groups was shattered by the

concrete experiences which they under-

went. The Proudhonians found their doc-

trinaire hatred for association of labor and
industry confronted by their own decrees

in the Commune which aimed at the

organization of great industries and the

federation of the workers in every factory

into one great association. The Blanquists.

the doctrinaires of highly-pitched dictato-

rial centralism, failed to follow out even

their own theories and neglected com-
pletely the centralization of the political

and military apparatus, as well as the agi-

tation in the provinces for the unity of rev-

olutionary Communes ihruout the land.

The Communards made the error of

failing to use the power which had fallen

into their hands to consolidate the rule of
the working class and complete the ruin

of the bourgeoisie. The failure to push the

attack upon the Versaillese and spread the

hegemony of the revolutionary proletariat

Ihruout the country was a fatal blow to the

uprising. Their refusal to push forward
determinedly the work of expropriating

the expropriators, taking over the eco-
nomic life and substance of the city was
another source of weakness.

The feebleness of their attempts to pul

hands on the Bank of France, which as

Engels says was worth ten thousand hos-

tages. was an indication of this grave

continued on page 10

Spartacist Forums

Capitalists Gut the Motor City

Detroit: The Rise and Faii of a
Labor/Black Stronghold

For Black Liberation Through Socialist Revolution!

BAY AREA Humanist Hall

390 27th St.. Oakland
(Near I9th St. BART Additional parking

in back, near 41 1 28th St.)

For more information: (510) 839-0051 • slbayarea@fastmail net

Saturday, March 1 5, 4:30 p.m.

University of Illinols-Chicago
Student Center East. 6th FI.. Room 613

750 S, Halsted
(Take Blue Line to UlC-Halsied)

For more information: (312) 563-0441 • chicagospartacisttgsbcglobal.net

CHICAGO
Saturday, March 22, 4 p.m.
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Repudiating iVI^’s Liberal Whitewash of

Anti-Jewish Demagogue

Dieudonne: Front Man for
As authorized by the Internationa! Sec-

retariat of the Internationa] Communist
League, the Workers Vanguard Editorial

Board wrote in a February 24 statement

posted on the ICL's Web site: “The head-

line in WKNo. 1039 (7 February), ‘Down
With French Government Censorship of

Black Comedian!' was false, prettifying

the fascistic Dieudonn^ M'bala M'bala.

Dieudonne is an active anti-Semite and

front man for French fascists, skinheads

and the far right.” The headline exacer-

bated a weakness in the article—a reprint

of a leaflet issued by our comrades in

the Ligue Trotskysle de France—which

understated the pestilent danger Dieu-

donn^ represents to all intended victims

of fascist terror. At a time when the fas-

cist National Front is making gains. Dieu-

donn^ peddles the Hitlerite lie that this

unjust world is run by a global Jewish

conspiracy. In an overwhelmingly white

Catholic country like France. Dieu-

donn^’s anti-Jewish demagogy can only

benefit the fascists, among whose first

victims in France will be the non-white

population.

We repeat the warning the LTF leaf-

let sounded against the French bourgeois

state’s bans on Dieudonn^’s performances

on the pretext that they threaten "national

cohesion”: “Such weapons in the rul-

ing class’ arsenal are ultimately aimed

at the organized working class and its

allies.” The WV headline reflected liberal

squeamishness about confronting reac-

tionary ideas expressed by a target of slate

repression who is dark-skinned and pos-

tures as a spokesman for the oppressed.

The LTF leaflet stated. "The fascist

scum must be swept off the streets and out

of meeting rooms by the working class,

not the capitalist state.” Exposing sinister

demagogues like Dieudonn^. breaking

illusions pushed by the reformist left in

the neutrality of the capitalist slate, and

fighting indifference to racial oppression

in the organized labor movement and the

left are crucial tasks in forging the type

of proletarian-centered anti-fascist mobi-

lizations we call for.

Dieudonne’s Gall and Guile

It takes a lot of gall for Dieudonne

(whose audiences include many whiles)

to claim to speak for dark-skinned people

in France. Hardly the brother from the

hanlieue (suburban ghetto). Dieudonnd's

father from Cameroon is an accountant;

his white French mother is a sociologist.

Dieudonn^’s "anti-establishment” posture

is a lucrative means to rake in euros and

build a political base while propagandiz-

ing race-hate terror.

Fascist Terror

YouTube

July 2013: Dieudonn^ (left) conducts friendly interview with Serge Ayoub,

leader of fascist skinheads who killed young anti-fascist activist Clement
Meric in Paris the month before.

Dieudonn^ is suckled by the National

Front, which pumped 60.000 euros into his

coffers to rent his theater to train their fas-

cist cadre. He is braintrusted by an entou-

rage of politicos like Alain Soral. a former

National Front leader. Dieudonn^ is their

tool to ratchet up hatred against Jews and

make the National Front more acceptable

to the heavily North African and black res-

ident,s of the banlieues, where white racists

Videos of Dieudonn^ on YouTbbe get

hundreds of thousands of hits, making

each performance the equivalent of a vir-

tual and eternal rally for race-hate terror.

In one video, Dieudonne tacitly exoner-

ates the murderers of a young anti-fascist,

Clement M^ric, by conducting a sympa-

thetic interview with Serge Ayoub, infa-

mous leader of the fascist skinheads who
killed Mdric. shortly after the killing last

The Oppressed and

Far Right Populism in France

could never gel a hearing on their own, and

to broaden its electoral support.

Dieudonne averts prosecution through

guile, for example by deliberately and

persistently substituting the word "Zion-

ist" for "Jew.” His cunning performances

fall just short of explicit calls to kill Jews

and leftists, but his murderous messages

require no decrypting. He is a master of

the verbal ellipsis. Here is a literal tran-

scription of Dieudonne’s remarks about

Jewish journalist Patrick Cohen at one of

his performances: "You see. if the winds

shift. I'm not sure he’ll have lime to pack

a suitcase...when I hear him speak, I say to

myself, ‘see, the gas chambers.. .ah. what a

pity’” (Jeune Afrique, 30 December 2013).

June. This can only incite more fascist

and skinhead violence against the left at

a time when the far right is already dan-

gerously emboldened,

In another video. Dieudonne launches a

campaign to free Fofana. the jailed leader

of a gang that kidnapped a working-class

Jewish youth. Han Halimi. in 2006 and

held him for ransom from the “Jew-

ish lobby.” Dieudonne smirked that

Halimi. who died after being beaten and

burned almost beyond recognition, was

“turned into a grilled cheese sandwich”

(L’Express, 26 February 2009). Choos-

ing his words to deliberately echo Nazi

propaganda. Dieudonn^ repeatedly refers

to Jews as "rats” and argues that Fofana

must be freed because Zionist thugs who

killed Said Bourarach, a young Moroccan

father, and tossed his body in a canal were

released from prison. To conclude. Dieu-

donnd whips up the crowd with a team

of masked supporters on stage chanting

"Free Fofana!” as they do the "quenelle."

a modified Nazi salute invented by

Dieudonnd.

This is incitement to pogromist vio-

lence. Dieudonn^ does not do the wet

work himself. His job is to create a cli-

mate of opinion that makes murdering

Jews and leftists acceptable, indeed, even

a laughing matter.

The quenelle has gone viral through-

out France and has spread worldwide.

Misinterpreted by people of seemingly

all races and ethnicities as a way to

say "up yours” to the system, it is also

embraced by cops and soldiers—the

guard dogs of the capitalist system—as

well as by Jean-Marie Le Pen. historic

leader of the National Front, and skin-

heads. Jew-haters post photographs of

themselves doing the quenelle in front

of Auschwitz; at the Holocaust memo-
rial in Berlin; in front of the synagogue

in Bordeaux on the anniversary of the

deportation of 365 Jews from that very

synagogue to Nazi death camps; in front

of the school in Toulouse where three

Jewish children and a rabbi were shot

dead in 2012; in front of kosher shops

and under menorahs decorating Jewish

storefronts for Hanukkah.

It is fitting that Dieudonne readily

accepts the moniker of "the French Louis

Farrakhan." Farrakhan. the leader of the

Nation of Islam in the United Slates,

hailed Hitler as a “great man” and wanted

Malcolm X dead because Malcolm broke

with the reactionary demagogy and big-

otry that are Farrakhan’s and Dieudonn^'s

stock in trade. The Nation of Islam has

accommodated the American Nazi Parly

and KKK out of a shared reactionary goal

of racial separation. Dieudonne goes fur-

ther as a stand-up propagandist (hardly a

comic) for fascist and skinhead terror.

Dieudonn^ promotes the Nation of

Islam’s book The Secret Relationship

Between Blacks and Jews. This tract is in

the spirit of the infamous tsarist forgery.

The Protocols ofthe Elders ofZion. Like

Farrakhan. Dieudonnd promotes the false-

hood that Jews ran the slave trade. Since

he flaunts his sub-Saharan African roots,

Dieudonn^ should know that Muslims, not

Jews, ran the slave trade in his country of

ancestry. Arabs as well as black African

rulers from the "Slave Coast” also raided

the interior of the continent to sell other

continued on page 10

La Horde
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Far left: Youth
giving Oieudonn^’s
quenelle salute at

right-wing January
26 “Day of Rage”
mobilization in Paris,

which featured
slogans like “Jew:
France does not
belong to you.”
Near left: French
fascists march at

same event.
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For Unconditional Military Defense

of Chinese Deformed Workers State!

CHINA

Senkaku (Japan)

Diaoyu (China)

TAIWAN

200 mitos

A Sources Retaers'.
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Cofporalion

{Spartacist (English-language edition)

No. 54. Spring 1998) explains:

“Our position flows from the proletarian

class character of these states, embod-
ied in the collectivized property rela-

tions—nationalized property, planned

economy, monopoly of foreign trade

and banking, etc.—established by social

revolutions that destroyed capitalism.

Despite the bureaucratic deformations of

these states, our defen.se of them against

the class enemy is unconditional, i.e.. it

docs not depend on the prior overthrow

of the Stalinist bureaucracies, nor does

it depend upon the circumstances and

immediate causes of the conflict."

The peasant-based 1949 Revolution

overthrew the Chinese bourgeoisie, liber-

ated the country from imperialist bond-

age and established a workers state, albeit

one that was bureaucratically deformed

from its inception by Stalinist misrule.

The Chinese Communist Party (CCP)

bureaucracy is guided by the dogma of

"socialism in one country." a perspective

that means opposing revolutionary strug-

gles in other countries and accommodat-

ing the imperialists. The workers of the

U.S.. Japan and other capitalist countries,

who are exploited by their ruling classes,

are potential allies of the Chinese prole-

tariat. This understanding is obscured by

the nationalism inherent in Stalinist ide-

ology. The task of the Chinese proletariat

is to sweep away the Stalinist bureaucratic

parasites on the workers state and institute

a regime based on working-class democ-
racy and revolutionary internationalism.

U.S. imperialism’s Pivot
Toward Asia

Government spokesmen and the bour-

geois media, especially in the U.S. and

Japan, maintain a relentless propaganda
barrage about the supposed threat posed

by China’s rising power. The aim of this

disinformation campaign is to line up
working people in support of the capi-

talists’ goal of overturning the Chinese
workers state and reimposing imperialist

domination of that country. To that end.

the imperialists pursue a two-pronged
strategy: economic penetration to help

develop internal counterrevolutionary

forces combined with military pressure.

For both the U.S. and Japan bourgeoi-

sies. China represents a major trading

partner and a lucrative site for investment,

with a relatively low-paid but educated

and skilled workforce for exploitation in

designated sectors of the economy. But
China is not a capitalist country. Despite

the inroads of "market reforms." the core

of China’s industrial economy continues

to be based on state-owned enterprises.

Almost all productive investment, out-

side of the foreign-owned sector, is chan-

neled through predominantly state-owned

banks.

China became a central focus of the

imperialists’ military and economic de-

signs following capitalist counterrevolu-

tion in the Soviet Union in 1991-92, which
destroyed what had been the U.S.’s main
military target and the most substantial

counterweight to its drive for world dom-
ination. The CCP regime helped prepare

that historic defeat for the working peo-

ple of the world through its support to the

U.S.-led anti-Soviet crusade.

The U.S. and its allies have advanced
the military encirclement of China par-

ticularly since the fall of 2010. when the

Obama administration declared that a

“pivot toward Asia" was a top priority

U.S. military provocations have come

in rapid succession since last Novem-
ber. when China declared an air defense

identification zone over waters in the

East China Sea. requiring planes passing

through that area to declare their iden-

tities and flight paths and to maintain

radio contact. Within days of the zone’s

declaration. Washington sent two B-52

bombers, well known as nuclear-capable

aircraft, through the zone unannounced.

Japan and South Korea quickly fol-

lowed with provocative overflights. On
December 5, an American guided mis-

sile cruiser almost collided with a Chi-

nese warship as the U.S. conducted clo.se

surveillance of Chinese naval exercises.

In a January hearing on policy in Asia.

House Democrats and Republicans alike

declared that the U.S. could not tolerate

Chinese military "coercion.” Last month.

Secretary of State John Kerry toured

Asia warning that Chinese actions posed

the risk of military conflict.

Hawkish Japanese prime minister Shinzo

Abe has seized on the establishment of

China’s air defense zone to accelerate his

country’s rearmament, stepping up the

frequency of air patrols, increasing its

military budget and planning a new base

in the East China Sea near the Diaoyu/

Senkaku Islands, which are claimed by

Japan. China and Taiwan. Although the

Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force

constitutes the world’s second-largest

navy, a major obstacle to the Japanese

rulers’ exercise of military force are the

constraints on overseas combat codified

in Article 9 of the constitution imposed by

the U.S. following World War II. Now Abe
is seeking to change this by reinterpreting

the constitution to allow military deploy-

ment under the guise of protecting allies.

Jacking up the rhetoric, on January 22

Abe declared that heightened tensions

between Tokyo and Beijing were simi-

lar to the conflict between Germany and
Britain in the run-up to World War I. Two
weeks after Abe’s tirade. Philippines pres-

ident Benigno Aquino chimed in, calling

on the major powers to support his coun-

try’s maritime claims against China and

drawing an analogy to the 1938 decision

by France and Britain to refrain from
going to war against Hitler’s Germany
over its occupation of the Sudeienland.

Countering the imperialist outcry, the

Chinese government has pointed to the

simple fact that the U.S. and Japan, along

. (map), Kyodo
Japanese Coast Guard and Chinese marine surveillance vessels near contested
Diaoyu/Senkaku Islands, 1 July 2013.

East China Sea
with some 20 other countries, had estab-

lished such air defense zones long ago.

We defend Beijing’s establishment of the

air defense zone as part of our military

defense of the Chinese bureaucratically

deformed workers state. Our article "U.S./

Japanese Imperialists: Hands Off China!"

(VVVNo. 1036. 13 December 2013) under-

scored that "it is crucial for the interna-

tional proletariat—particularly in Japan

and the U.S.—to oppose imperialist prov-

ocations" over the East China Sea.

tions. This cluster of uninhabited islands,

about 100 miles northeast of Taiwan and

250 miles from the coast of the Chinese

mainland, constitutes a link in a strategi-

cally important military perimeter called

the first island chain, which runs from the

Southeast Asian coast and the Philippines

up through Japan. Numerous military

sources make clear that in the event of a

direct confrontation with China, the U.S.

projects establishing a naval blockade

based on the first Island chain, aiming to

October 2013: U.S. Defertse Secretary Hagel (far left) and Secretary of State

Kerry sign agreement with Japanese counterparts strengthening countries'
military alliance.

China’s air defense zone covers the

disputed Diaoyu/Senkaku Islands, a

cause for great saber rattling from both

the U.S. and Japan. However, our article

contradicted our stance of unconditional

military defense of China against impe-

rialism by restating a false assertion that

had appeared at other times in our press:

“In general, the question of the ownership

of these uninhabited rocks and islets does

not in itself pose defense of the Chinese

deformed workers state.”

Chinese control of the Diaoyu/Senkaku

Islands is a key component of the mili-

tary defense of China, even more so in

the context of recent imperialist provoca-

close off shipping lanes and prevent Chi-

nese naval forces from breaking out into

the Pacific Ocean. U.S. forces based on

the island chain would be used to launch

strikes on China’s eastern seaboard, the

main engine of the country’s economy.

China aims to develop sufficient force to

maintain its own barrier along these same
islands so that it could prevent U.S. forces

from approaching its coast.

Our military defense of China and other

deformed workers states is not based on

the particular policies the Stalinist rulers

may be pursuing. The International Com-
munist League’s "Declaration of Princi-

ples and Some Elements of Program"

U.S., Japanese Provocations in
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The military framework for the "pivot,”

called Air-Sea Battle in tribute to the Air-

Land Battle doctrine adopted against the

Soviet Union in the 1970s, was developed
by a Pentagon office that had devoted
two decades to planning for war against

China. Although details are classified.

Pentagon officials have admitted that

Air-Sea Battle is intended to destroy the

radar and missile systems built to keep
U.S. forces away from China's coastline.

While Washington’s ability to carry

out this policy has been obstructed by its

quagmires in Afghanistan and the Near
East, U.S. imperialism has strengthened

its military alliances with Japan and Aus-
tralia and increased arms sales to Taiwan.

The U.S. has reinforced its existing bases

in Guam. Okinawa and Australia and
is negotiating for a larger military foot-

print in the Philippines. More than 5.000

U.S. troops are currently engaged in air,

naval and ground maneuvers with 10,000

South Korean soldiers in a show of force

directed against the North Korean and

Chinese deformed workers states.

The First Island Chain

U.S. interest in the military importance

of the first island chain goes back to 1949,

four years after its defeat of Japan in

World War II. In March 1949. U.S. Gen-

era! Douglas MacArthur declared:

"Now the Pacific has become an Anglo-

Saxon lake and our line of defense runs

through the chain of islands fringing the

coast of Asia.

"it starts from the Philippines and con-

tinues through the Ryukyu Archipelago,

which includes its main bastion. Oki-

nawa. Then it bends back through Japan

and the Aleutian Island chain to Alaska."

MacArthur made his pronouncement when
the CCP’s forces had taken power in Beijing

and were consolidating their hold through-

out China. With the addition of Taiwan, the

chain of military outposts that MacArthur

laid out became central to the American

imperialists’ perspective in Asia. This was

underlined after the outbreak of the Korean

War in 1950, when the U.S. repeatedly

moved an aircraft carrier to waters off Tai-

wan in a direct threat to China.

While the Japanese rulers have dis-

tinct and competing economic interests

with the U.S., they are American impe-

rialism’s most significant ally against

China. Although Washington claims to

have no position on the sovereignty of

the Diaoyu/Senkaku Islands, government

officials have made clear that in the event

of a conflict the U.S. is bound by treaty

to militarily defend Japan's claim.

As a rising imperialist power, Japan

seized the islands, along with Taiwan, after

routing China’s decaying Qing dynasty in

1894-95. The U.S. took over the Diaoyu/

Senkaku Islands after World War II and

turned two of them into bombing ranges.

In 1972. the chain was returned to Japan,

although the U.S. retained control of the

bombing ranges. The islands were thus one

of the only conquests by Japanese imperi-

alism that the U.S. allowed Tokyo to keep.

As soon as the islands were returned to

Japan. Tokyo extended its air defense iden-

tification zone, which had been established

under the U.S. occupation, to cover them.

Over the past decade, the Chinese

navy has made regular forays through the

first island chain, undertaking a series of

increasingly complex exercises to gain

entry into the Pacific. Japan reacted in

2010 by extending its air defense identifi-

cation zone to an area that comes within

nearly 90 miles of the Chinese coast, Last

summer, as reported in Nikkei Shimbun (7

February), the U.S. and Japanese militaries

established a plan to deal with "an emer-

gency in the Senkaku Islands” involving

U.S. B-52s and Marine detachments from

Okinawa as well as amphibious transport

vessels stationed in the Japanese port of

Sasebo. In October. Japanese warships

and aircraft disrupted a Chinese live-fire

exercise involving breaking through the

first island chain. In January, the U.S.

Marine Corps ran a military exercise at

Camp Pendleton in California to train

Japanese troops to carry out amphibious

assaults on islands.

Together with our comrades of the

Spartacist Group Japan, the Spartacist

League/U.S. stands for smashing the coun-

terrevolutionary alliance between Japa-

nese and U.S. imperialism through work-

ers revolution on both sides of the Pacific.

We also oppose military aid to Taiwan,

which has been key to U.S. designs for

counterrevolution in China since Chiang

Kai-shek’s bourgeois-nationalist regime

fled to the island in the face of the unfold-

ing revolution on the mainland. Located

on key shipping lanes a narrow strait away
from the Chinese coast, capitalist Taiwan,

described by MacArthur as the "unsink-

able aircraft carrier." has been propped up

by decades of massive U.S. military aid.

China’s air defense zone covers the most

direct route the U.S. would use to deploy

forces from its bases in South Korea and

Japan in the event of a war over Taiwan.

As Trotskyists, we call for the reunifica-

tion of China through socialist revolution

on Taiwan and proletarian political revo-

lution on the mainland.

Support China’s
Military Development

The U.S. Navy, with its eleven aircraft

carrier groups, is designed to further the

American capitalist rulers’ plunder around

the world. Key to Beijing’s naval strategy

is keeping U.S. warships far enough from

China’s coast that naval aircraft lose much
of their effectiveness. Taking a page from
Soviet naval strategy, China has sought to

counter the overwhelming predominance

of the U.S. Navy by developing a subma-

rine fleet, which also constituted the core

of the Soviet Navy.

One focus of Chinese military leaders

has been to deploy submarines that are

difficult to detect but capable of sinking

aircraft carriers and other warships. To

this end. China has obtained top-notch

engines from the German supplier MTU
to build modern diesel-electric subs,

which can be harder to detect than Ameri-

can nuclear subs. In 2006, a Chinese Song

class submarine shocked the U.S. Navy

when it surfaced about five miles from the

U.S. carrier Kiny Hawk, well within tor-

pedo range, in waters off Okinawa. U.S.

officials acknowledged that the submarine

had been undetected while shadowing

the carrier group. Reporter David Lague

concludes that "the Pentagon’s favored

method of modern warfare—parking

carriers near the coast of an enemy and

conducting massive air strikes—would

be very risky in any clash with China’’

(Reuters. 19 December 2013).

Island chains have particular impor-

tance for submarine warfare, providing

cover from enemy sensors and mak-

ing submarines harder to find, let alone

engage. The peculiar and complex geog-

raphy of the Diaoyu/Senkaku Islands

makes them ideal for this purpose. The
shallow depth of the East China Sea

—

less than 200 meters in most places and

much less around the islands—results in

unusually strong tidal currents. Also, the

Diaoyu/Senkaku Islands are separated

from the Ryukyu Islands to the east by

the Okinawa Trough, which plunges to a

depth of over 2,000 meters.

Taiwan sits at the edge of another

deep-water zone that runs eastward into

the Pacific. A Chinese military anal-

ysis noted: “Owing to the enormously

strong and warm western Pacific current

in these waters, submarines operating

there can submerge to a certain depth of

water and anti-submarine sonar above

the water finds it very difficult to detect

them directly" (quoted in Lyle Goldstein

and William Murray. "Undersea Drag-

ons: China’s Maturing Submarine Force.”

International Security, Spring 2004).

Unlike the impoverished, poorly de-

fended countries the U.S. is accustomed

to riding roughshod over, China has

some capacity to defend itself, crucially

including a nuclear arsenal. The Bei-

dou satellite navigation system gives the

Chinese military independence from the

American-controlled GPS system. A new
class of ballistic missiles, the DF-21 D. has

been designed to strike a moving ship up

to 1,700 miles away. These missiles are

designed to cripple an aircraft carrier.

We welcome these and other advances

that can help to stay the hand of U.S.

imperialism—the only power to have ever

used nuclear weapons—and its allies. As
revolutionary leader Leon Trotsky noted:

"Any weapon in the hands of the impe-

rialists is a weapon directed against the

working class, against the weak nations,

against socialism, against humanity.

Weapons in the hands of the proletariat

and of the oppressed nations are the only

means of ridding our planet of oppression

and war" ("Declaration to the Antiwar

continued on page 7
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U.S Navy

December 2013: Guided missile cruiser USS Shiloh (foreground) departs
Yokosuka, largest overseas U.S. naval installation in the world, as Japanese
destroyer returns.

Spartacus Youth Club Class Series

BAY AREA

Thursday, March 20, 7 p.m.

The Revolution Betrayed:
The Political Degeneration of

the Russian Revolution

San Francisco State University

Cesar Chavez Student Center
Rosa Parks D

Information and readings. (510) 839-0651
$ycbayarea@fastmail.nei

CHICAGO

Saturday, March 8, 3:30 p.m.

Imperialism: The Highest Stage
of Capitalism

University of Illinois-Chicago

Addams Hall. Second Floor-Library

830 S. Halsted St.

(Take Blue Line to UlC • Halsted)

Information and readings' (312) 563-0441

chicagosyc(S>sbcgloba) net

Visit the ICL Web Site;

www.ic)‘fi.org

NEW YORK CITY

The Russian Revolution of 1917
Part 1: From the February Revolution

to the July Days

Tuesday. March 11, 7 p.m.

City College of New York
NAC Building, Room 1/209

138th St. and Amsterdam Ave.

Part 2: From the Kornilov Coup
to the October Revolution

Tuesday, March 25, 7 p.m.

NAC Building, Room 1/203

(Take #1 tram to 137th St. -City College)

Information and readings: (212) 267-1025
nysl@tiac.net

TORONTO

Thursday, March 27, 7 p.m.

Canadian Capitalism and
Native Oppression
U of T. Sidney Smith Hall

Room 2104
1 00 St. George Street

Information and readings; (416) 593-4138
spaflcan@on.aibn.com

Available in Chinese

iSMRTAdSTG :

fiL&4>B«ltfXA(i«l

Defend Chinese Deformed Workers State!

For Proletarian Political Revolution!

China's "Market Reforms":
A Trotskyist Analysis

The Russian Revolution and
the Emancipation of Women

No. 8 $1 (26 pages)

Order from/pay to: Spartacist Pub. Co..
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Declaration of Principles and
Some Elements of Program

International Communist League
(Fourth Internationalist)

Adopted in 1998 at the

ICL Third International Conference.

$1 (20 pages)
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Fears of a New Stolen Generation Grow

Racist Capitalist State

Snatches Aboriginal Children

Australia
The following article is reprinted

from Australasian Sparlacist No. 222

(Autumn 2014). newspaper of the Spar-

lacist League of Australia, .section of the

International Communist League (Fourth

Internationalist).

“Our children are being removed at

such a rate that I feel really sick in the

stomach every time 1 look at the slats.”

So declared Auntie Lorraine Peelers, a

member of the Stolen Generations, at a

Melbourne forum last year. According

Auttrmlmtlmn

SPARTACIST ^
to government figures. Aboriginal and

Torres Strait Islander children make up

a third of those removed from their fam-

ilies and are ten times more likely to be

in “out-of-home care” than other children.

At 30 June 2012 there were 13.299 Indig-

enous children in “care" across Australia,

most enforced by government agencies.

This is almost a five-fold increase since

1997 when the damning Bringing Them
Home report detailed the horror faced by

tens of thousands of Indigenous children

brutally torn from their families by suc-

cessive capitalist governments over more

than one hundred years.

Fears that another Stolen Generation

is occurring are very real. The backdrop

to this scandal is the police and military

occupation of Northern Territory (NT)
Aboriginal communities, launched by

the federal Liberal/National Coalition

government of John Howard in June 2007

and strengthened and expanded under the

subsequent Rudd/Gillard ALP [Australian

Labor Party] governments and now the

Abbott Coalition government, The “NT
Intervention" was orchestrated around a

witchhunt over “child sexual abuse." with

Howard declaring “a national emergency

in relation to the abuse of children” in

these communities. It is a bitter irony, all

too predictable, that capitalist stale inter-

vention in the name of “protecting chil-

dren” has resulted in its opposite.

Following the announced takeover.

Pat Turner, a former senior Indigenous

public servant, aptly remarked, “this

Government is using child sexual abuse

Marxist Newspaper of the

Sparlacist League of Australia

Subscription: 4 Issues (1 year)

A$5 A$7 Overseas
Order trom/make checks payable to;

Spartacisl ANZ Publishing Co
GPO Box 3473, Sydney. NSW 2001 . Australia

as the Trojan horse to resume total con-

trol of our lands" (Sydney Morning Her-

ald. 28 June 2007). The crude land grab

that followed has served the interests of

the bourgeoisie, who want unrestricted

access to the mineral riches on vast tracts

of land where Aboriginal communities

were allowed some measure of self man-

agement. albeit in conditions of great

privation. The occupation of their com-

munities has brought more devastation

to Aboriginal lives, ensnaring people in

an ever-widening net of slate control and

oppression.

Alongside punitive welfare “quarantin-

ing" [in which the government determines

how welfare recipients spend at least half

of their paymenlsl and puritanical bans on

alcohol and pornography, came demean-
ing “medical examinations" of Aborigi-

nal children and youth. Of the thousands

“examined.” barely 0.5 percent were

assessed as “at risk" of neglect or abuse,

while 40 percent were referred to special-

ists for poverty-related health problems.

A 2008 review of the Intervention by

the North Australian Aboriginal Justice

Agency reported there was no “spike” in

child abuse prosecutions, but there was
"a noticeable increase in the number of

prosecutions of teenage relationships."

We oppose the slate’s attempt at social

regimentation, whether through censor-

ship. anti-sex witchhunts or mandatory

reporting of "under-age” sexual activity.

Against the reactionary "age-of-consent"

laws, we uphold the principle o( effective.

i.e.. meaningful, consent. It is nobody’s

business, least of all the state’s, what sex-

ual activities people engage in as long as

it Is consensual.

The stale’s prurient interference in the

private lives of Indigenous people has

had devastating consequences. Clifton

Pamkal. a 22-year-old man from Arnhem

Land, was allegedly driven to suicide in

August 2008 after his loving relationship

with his 15-year-old girlfriend made him
a target of the stale. The NT Family and
Children’s Services reported the couple

to the police. The police then charged
Clifton with multiple counts of "carnal

knowledge.” When the police found out

that Clifton had gone back to his commu-
nity in order to be with his girlfriend, they

locked him up for breaching bail condi-

tions. After escaping custody. Clifton

became the target of an extensive police

hunt. He was found dead the next morn-
ing. The police didn’t bother to tell his

mother, in hospital in Darwin, until some
12 hours later.

The coroner’s report into Clifton Pam-
kul's death noted that it was likely the

young man “was concerned he would be
locked up for many years.” This is a valid

fear given that Indigenous people are 15

limes more likely to be imprisoned than
other Australians. Juveniles are 28 times
more likely to be detained! Roughly 2.5
percent of the total population. Aborigi-
nal and Torres Strait Islanders made up
27 percent of all prisoners at the end of
June 2013. The largest group is in the
25-29 year age group. Meanwhile .suicide

rales are soaring and gruesome deaths in

"police custody" are an all-too-familiar

occurrence for Aborigines, who know

from daily experience that the greatest

instigators of violence are the armed,

uniformed gangs of the capitalist stale.

Australia—Racist Hellhole

for Aborigines

Unrelenting oppression is the ongoing

daily reality for Aboriginal people. And
even more so for those in remote com-

munities deemed "unviable” by the capi-

talist rulers. Aboriginal people face a life

expectancy ten years lower than other

Australians. They are largely excluded

from Jobs, with employment for those

aged 15-64 years falling to little more

than 46 percent according to 2011 fig-

ures from the Australian Bureau of Sta-

tistics. While horrendous infant mortality

rates have reportedly fallen, as the recent

documentary film Utopia by liberal jour-

nalist John Pilger graphically depicts, the

horrendous "Third World” living condi-

tions of Aboriginal communities continue

unabated. Many remote communities lack

basic infrastructure, face overcrowding

in homes and other indices of poverty,

including endemic, chronic health issues

such as rheumatic heart disease, trachoma

and malnutrition. The very real social

pathologies of domestic violence, abuse of

children and drug addiction exist through-

out capitalist society, but are exacerbated

by the brutal enforced marginalisation of

Aboriginal people.

Far from assisting the most oppressed

and downtrodden, much of the paltry bud-

get for Aboriginal Affairs goes towards

enforcing intrusive, repressive measures

to lake control of Aboriginal lives. The
degrading “income management" scheme
forced on some 20.000 Aborigines in the

NT has only made their lives harder. The
Abbott government is building an army of

truancy officers to police black youth as

opposed to providing decent education or

jobs training. Dollars are spent on sending

government bureaucrats to inspect dere-

lict. overcrowded housing as opposed to

actually building decent homes and pro-

viding basic sanitation and clean water.

Racist contempt for the rights, health and
lives of Indigenous peoples is not an aber-

ration of a particular official or governing

parly, but is woven into the very fabric of

the bourgeois slate.

“Something like 35 percent of chil-

dren removed, are removed for neglect."

reported Frank Hytten from the Secre-

tariat of National Aboriginal and Islander

Child Care (SNAICC) in November last

year. “But neglect can be seen as a cul-

tural issue.... It just means things like kids

playing barefoot or kids sleeping on the

floor." he noted, concluding, "abject pov-

erty is probably the single biggest issue

that creates a lot of this" (www.sbs.com.au.

16 November 2013). In a raid on a house in

one remote NT community, five children

were removed by "child protection" offi-

cers. They were fiown hundreds of kilome-

tres to Darwin, separated and placed with

carers who did not speak their language.

Others report that newborn babies have

been taken from mothers in hospital.

Under the codeword “neglect." infants

cun be and are being taken away if health

workers report u "failure to thrive.” One
woman faced the devastation of having

her one- and two-year-old children taken

away when they lost weight and ended up

in hospital. Both had feeding problems

and were being fed via liquid to gain

weight but feeds were missed despite the

1800 333 99S (24 hours/7 days)

Aboriginal family in

wretched Northern
Territory (NT)
government housing.
As police and military

occupy virtually all

Aboriginal townships and
camps in NT, government
bans pornography and
alcohol for dispossessed
indigenous population.

Fllckr
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Aboriginal children, part of earlier "stolen generation," inspected by state

governor and abbot at St. Joseph’s Orphanage, Western Australia.

mother’s efforts to do everything right.

One health worker noted that if the mother

had just been given some basic support,

this situation would never have happened.

The legal requirement for health workers

to report possible “neglect" seeks to turn

doctors and nurses into auxiliaries of the

police. It can also drive parents to avoid

seeking medical help for their children

when it is needed for fear of the conse-

quences. Applying a punitive response

to the symptoms of poverty revives the

paternalistic interference that was used to

“justify” the Stolen Generations.

Racism—Bedrock of

“White Australia” Capitalism

Australian capitalism was founded on

the historic genocide, uprooting and dispos-

session of the Aboriginal peoples, along-

side anti-Chinese pogroms and driving out

of other non-“Whites” in the early 1900s.

Unrelenting racist barbarism against the

Aboriginal peoples was intended to render

the Aboriginal population extinct. Mas-

sacres and disease, along with the violent

suppression of heroic Aboriginal resistance

to colonial invasion, wreaked devastation

on Aboriginal populations, as they were

driven further off their lands.

The Australian rulers justified their

brutaljly by declaring that the Aborigines

were a doomed population that would die

out. To this end. they pursued a conscious

policy of “forced assimilation" towards

those of mixed race. The Stolen Genera-

tions abductions were central to this, delib-

erately designed to smash cultural continu-

ity between Indigenous generations. Under

slate Aboriginal Protection Acts. Aborigi-

nal children were forcibly taken from their

families and placed in children’s homes,

missions or foster care. Many never saw

their parents or siblings again. Multiple

generations of some Aboriginal families

have not known their parents. Punished

for speaking their native language, their

customs suppressed, children were subject

to the absolute control of the institutions'

administrators, with the “Chief Protector”

their legal guardian. Once old enough, they

were forced to slave as domestic servants

or farm labourers for white families.

Such “Protection Acts" also condemned
others to be virtual prisoners on reserves

or church-run missions. Health, housing,

employment, marriage, care of children

were all subject to the mission-keeper

or reserve manager. Those Aborigines

not on reserves were forbidden contact

with family who were, and the protection

boards had the power to remove people

to or from reserves. Aborigines on mis-

sions worked solely for rations; those not

on missions had their wages taken by the

government "in trust.” Hundreds of mil-

lions of dollars in unpaid wages were sto-

len from Aboriginal workers last century,

along with misused trust funds, unpaid

child endowment, workers' compensation

and deceased estates.

It is estimated that more than 30 per-

cent of all Aboriginal children were sto-

len from their families between 1910 and

1970. Almost all Aboriginal families

and communities were affected. While

the laws may have changed, the removal

of Aboriginal children continues today.

Many have noted with alarm that the rales

of removal outstrip the years of the Stolen

Generations. Behind this grim statistic is

the grinding oppression and intense social

degradation under racist Australian capi-

talism. It highlights the hypocrisy of then

Labor PM [Prime Minister) Kevin Rudd’s

“Apology to Australia’s Indigenous peo-

ples" in 2008. Intended to sugar-coat the

NT Intervention, it was yet another cruel

hoax foisted on Aboriginal people.

For a Class-Struggle Fight

for Aboriginal Rights

Capitalist governments have been ratch-

eting up attacks on workers' jobs, wages

and conditions while eroding unem-

ployment benefits, health care and other

social services. Whipping up racism and

nationalism as a wedge against a fighting

workers movement, they scapegoat and

stigmatise the most marginalised in soci-

ety in order to bolster capitalist class rule.

Aborigines, small in number and largely

excluded from the working class, are a

vulnerable target. In attacking Aborigi-

nal rights today, the bourgeois rulers aim

to make it easier to further their attacks

on the working class. Indeed the welfare

quarantining that was first foisted on

Aboriginal people has now been extended

to oppressed working-class communities

in some cities. Workers have a vital inter-

est in fighting in defence of Aboriginal

and Torres Strait Islander peoples. It is

inseparable from the fight for their own
class interest.

With its unique role at the point of pro-

duction. the working class holds enormous
power in this society. Most importantly, it

is the only class with both the social power

and historic interest to end the system of

capitalist exploitation. For the unions to

become weapons of struggle they need

a class-struggle leadership that mobil-

ises the integrated workers movement
behind the cause of all the oppressed.

This includes defending Indigenous peo-

ple against racist stale terror, consistently

championing their rights and supporting

their attempts to regain some of the land

stolen from them by the capitalist rulers.

A class-struggle leadership of the unions

would lead workers in a fight for full legal

equality of Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander peoples, for massive programs in

housing, health, education, and basic ser-

vices. and for jobs for all, at union condi-

tions and equal wages!

Giving a taste of the kind of -social

power that can be brought to bear was the

action of unionists in August 1996 during

a protest opposing Howard’s anti-union

and welfare attacks by some 35.000 out-

side Canberra’s Parliament House. When
cops attacked an Aboriginal contingent

that was leading a 6.000-strong march

into the main rally, unionists came to

their defence, forcing the cops to retreat

into Parliament House, where they were

besieged for two hours. In vile contrast to

this exemplary defence action, the ACTU
tops joined the subsequent witchhunting

frenzy whipped up by a ruling class hor-

rified at the sight of unionists defending

Aborigines. They fingered the anti-racist

militants to the slate. Their class betrayal

highlights the pernicious role of the

pro-capitalist trade-union bureaucrats.

Joined at the hip to their ALP parliamen-

tary "mates.” they act as a transmission

belt for. and reinforcement Of. backward

consciousness in the proletariat.

A class-struggle fight, in opposition to

Laborism. is the key to winning away the

proletarian base of the ALP to a revolu-

tionary party that stands as a tribune of

the people. Opposing every manifestation

of capitalist injustice and oppression, such

a party will strive to transform the pro-

letariat into a conscious instrument for

socialist revolution. It will take socialist

revolution to open the road to a society

that serves human need, not the profit of

the privileged few. As we state in the pro-

gram of the Spartacist League of Austra-

lia (October 1998);

“Only the destruction of capitalism can
hold out the possibility of voluntary

integration, on the basis of full equality,

for those Aboriginal people who desire

it. and the fullest possible autonomy for

those who do not. and make it possible

to address the special needs created by
more than two centuries of injustice and
oppression."

Make the unions weapons of struggle!

For a class-struggle fight for Aboriginal

rights!

China...
(continuedfrom page 5)

Congress at Amsterdam," 25 July 1932),

Nevertheless, China’s economic and mil-

itary development remains extremely

uneven, a legacy of rural backwardness

and poverty reinforced by the imperialist

subjugation that was broken only through

the 1949 Revolution.

China’s collectivized economy has

achieved enormous gains, including during

the past six years as the capitalist world

has been mired in economic stagnation.

despite the gross bureaucratic misman-

agement of the CCP regime. But China

is still far less developed than the former

Soviet Union, which covered one-sixth of

the globe and possessed a wealth of min-

eral resources. While the USSR achieved

enormous advances over the backward

and impoverished society ruled by the

tsars, growing into an industrial and mili-

tary powerhouse second only to the U.S.. it

could not on its own match much less sur-

pass the economic level of the advanced

capitalist countries. Under President Ron-

ald Reagan in the 1980s. the U.S. pushed

the Soviets into an arms race whose enor-

(
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mous cost played a major role in precipi-

tating the terminal crisis of Stalinist rule

there. Today. China faces a U.S. military

behemoth that dwarfs the arsenal of any

other country, with Washington lavishing

more on its war machine than the next ten

highest spenders combined.

It is the duty of the workers of the

world to defend the workers states

—

China. North Korea. Cuba, Vietnam and

Laos—against the common class enemy.

Only through proletarian revolutions in

the advanced industrialized countries

will the imperialist military machine be

smashed and the basis laid for achieving

socialism—a classless society of material

abundance. To provide the necessary lead-

ership for that fight, the ICL is committed

to reforging’the Fourth International as the

world party of socialist revolution.!
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Ukraine...
(continuedfrom page 1)

Crimean capital of Simferopol broke out

between Tatars and pro-Russian demon-

strators. leaving two dead and 30 injured.

Distrust of Russian authorities among the

Tatars dates back to the period of Joseph

Stalin, who deported the Crimean Tatars

en masse in 1944 from their historic

homeland to Central Asia and other parts

of the Soviet Union.

Since the counterrevolutionary destruc-

tion of the Soviet degenerated workers

state in 1991-92, we have emphasized the

need for working people to join together

in struggle against capitalist exploitation

and all manifestations of oppression,

national subjugation and anti-Jewish big-

otry. In a 3 April 1995 statement by the

International Communist League, issued

at a time when we were banned from

Ukraine as part of an anti-communist

witchhunt, we stressed that “today, in

our quest for the democratic rights of the

working people and all nationalities to be

asserted and defended, we believe that

a plebiscite on national affiliation is in

order in the Crimea and Chechnya" (WV
No. 620. 7 April 1995).

The people of Crimea have every right

to self-determination, including inde-

pendence or incorporation into Russia.

In the present juncture, exercising that

right might well depend on the support

of Russian forces. Indeed, it was the new
Crimean government that requested Rus-

sian intervention.

It is principled for Marxists to support the

Russian intervention into Crimea so long as

Russia were to implement special rights for

the Crimean Tatar minority, who are plenty

oppressed under Ukrainian rule. That

Crimea was ever transfered to Ukraine was

a stupid administrative error of the Khrush-

chev regime, contrary to the history as well

as the national and linguistic make-up of

Crimea. Although it remains to be seen, the

new authorities have at least verbally stated

that they want to redress Tatar concerns.

Crimea’s deputy prime minister, Rustam
Temirgaliev, has declared that the local

government will offer the Crimean Tatars

a place on Crimea’s Supreme Council and

that funding for programs of resettlement

and reintegration of those deported during

the Stalin era will be plentiful {Russia

Today, 2 March).

For the Right of All Nations
to Self-Determination!

The right of self-determination and

other national rights apply to the peo-

ples of all nations, including those of

great powers like Russia. As Marxists,

we have always rejected the methodology
that democratic rights apply only to cer-

tain "progressive” peoples, as opposed to

those designated "reactionary.” For exam-
ple. the Zionist state viciously oppresses

the Palestinians, but we recognize the

national rights of Israeli Jews as well as

the Palestinians and oppose the view that

the Jews should be driven into the sea. In

Northern Ireland, the Catholic minority is

oppressed by the (slim) Protestant major-

ity and the British state. But we recognize

that the Protestants are a distinct commu-
nity and oppose their forcible reunifica-
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tion into an Irish Catholic state. We stand

for an Irish workers republic as part of a

voluntary federation of workers republics

in the British Isles.

Self-determination is a democratic right

and not an absolute one. Its application

is subject to the demands of the class

struggle. For example, if Russian forces

use the takeover of the Crimea to deepen

the oppression of the Tatars, it would then

be unprincipled to support the Russian

intervention.

As Bolshevik leader V. 1. Lenin under-

lined. the recognition of the right of

self-determination is a way to get the

national question off the agenda and to

foster the fighting unity of the proletar-

iat, thereby enabling the working people

of different nations to see who their real

enemies are—namely, their respective

capitalist classes. We are implacable

fascists off the streets of Kiev. Today, it

would certainly be in the interest of the

proletariat for multiethnic, non-sectarian

workers militias to be formed to crush the

fascists and repel any and all expressions

of communal violence.

In our article "Ukraine Tbrmoil: Cap-

italist Powers in Tbg of War” (WV No.

1038. 24 January), we pointed out the

major role played by fascists in the anti-

government demonstrations in Ukraine.

But despite ample evidence that neo-

Nazis have a strong hold on the opposition

now in power, the New York Times and

other mouthpieces of the American ruling

class still will not call them by their right

name. The Western media continues to

sell the lie that this coup is the result of a

"peaceful revolution" for democracy and

against corruption.

Svoboda is a fascist anti-Jewish party

AP
March 1: Pro-Russlan troops on outskirts of Sevastopol in Crimea, where
Russia's Black Sea Fleet is based.

opponents of Russian nationalism, just

as we oppose all forms of nationalism.

Thus we supported the Chechen people in

their military struggles for independence

against their brutal Russian bourgeois

oppressors, under both Boris Yeltsin and

Vladimir Putin.

In intervening into Crimea, Putin is

seeking to defend the interests of capital-

ist Russia against the Western imperial-

ists, who are aiming to establish a client

state on his border. At the same time,

in the context of increasing hostilities

against ethnic Russians in Ukraine. Rus-

sia’s realpolitik military maneuvers inter-

sect the very real national fears faced by

Russians in Crimea.

Workers Must Sweep the
Fascists Off the Streets!

Just as our attitude toward Russian

intervention into Crimea does not entail

the slightest political support to Putin’s

capitalist regime, our opposition to the

Ukraine coup does not entail any polit-

ical support to Yanukovich and his cro-

nies. What was necessary in the lead-up

to the coup was for proletarian class unity

to be asserted above the national and eth-

nic divisions that plague that country. It

would have been in the interest of the

international proletariat for the working

class in Ukraine to mobilize to sweep the
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whose leader Oleg Tyagnibok claims

that a "Moscow-Jewish mafia" controls

Ukraine. This party derives from the

Ukrainian nationalists led by Stepan Ban-

dera, who militarily collaborated with the

Nazis during World War II and carried

out mass murders of Jews. Communists,
Soviet soldiers and Poles. The party was
initially named Social-National Party of

Ukraine, an intentional reference to the

German Nazi (National Socialist) party.

In January, Svoboda led a 15.000-strong

torch-lit march In Kiev and another in its

stronghold of Lviv, in western Ukraine, in

memory of their hero Bandera.

Even more extreme groups such as the

Right Sector, which considers Svoboda too

"liberal" and "conformist.” went on to out-

flank Svoboda in the protests. Introducing

paramilitary gangs, they turned the tide of

the protests in Kiev to attacks on police,

with the aim of overthrowing the govern-

ment, Following the coup. Right Sector

supporters in Stryi. in the Lviv region,

destroyed a national monument to the Red
Army soldiers who died liberating Ukraine

from Nazi Germany. (Dozens of statues of

Lenin have also been dismantled in the past

couple of months.) Aleksandr Muzychko.
leader of the West Ukrainian section of the

group, has pledged to fight against "Jews,

communists and Russian scum until I die.”

Asserting the Right Sector’s authority over

the situation. Muzychko declared that now
that the government has been overthrown,

"there will be order and discipline" or

"Right Sector squads will shoot the bas-

tards on the spot."

To the extent that a government exists

now in post-coup Ukraine, its laws are

largely dictated by these neo-Nazi. Rus-
sophobic. anti-Jewish. ultra-nationalist

outfits. In addition to stripping the offi-

cial status of minority languages, the new
regime also banned in the western regions

of Ukraine the "Communist" Party of
Ukraine (CP), which openly collaborated

with the bourgeois Yanukovich regime,
as well as Yanukovich’s Party of Regions.
The CP. which claims 115.000 members
and more than two million voters, reports
that its supporters have been harassed and
beaten and that the CP leader’s house was
burned down. Meanwhile, citing "con-
stant warnings concerning intentions to

attack Jewish institutions," a Kiev rabbi

called on the Jewish population to leave

the city and even the country if possible.

Indeed, on February 24 a Jewish syna-

gogue was firebombed in Zaporozhye in

southeastern Ukraine. A March 3 state-

ment by the Russian Foreign Ministry

noted, "The West’s allies now are outright

neo-Nazis who wreck Orthodox churches

and synagogues.”

The present crisis in Ukraine was pre-

cipitated by Yanukovich’s decision to reject

a "partnership” with the EU. That deal

was tied to an IMF loan that would have

pul the Ukrainian working class on star-

vation rations, as happened to the Greeks

and others. U.S. assistant secretary of state

for European and Eurasian affairs Victo-

ria Nuland, EU representative for foreign

affairs Catherine Ashton. U.S. Senator

John McCain and numerous other Amer-

ican and European politicians rushed to

Maidan square in Kiev to encourage the

protesters and show their support. On
December 17. Russian president Putin

offered the cash-strapped Yanukovich a

$15 billion loan and u reduction in gas

prices. While far from enough to lift the

country out of poverty, this would have

been a temporary reprieve for Ukraine,

which is about to default. Putin's loan was

immediately denounced by the U.S. Sen-

ate as "Russian economic coercion.”

At every level, what is going on in

Ukraine is the product of the capital-

ist counterrevolution that destroyed the

Soviet bureaucratically degenerated work-

ers state and ravaged the economies and

peoples of the former Soviet republics.

The Ukrainian economy, which had been

integrated into an all-Union economic

division of labor, was dealt a severe blow.

Living standards plummeted throughout

the former USSR. In Ukraine, real wages

in 2000 were at best only one-third of

1991 levels, while industrial employment
fell 50 percent between 1991 and 2001.

As a former Soviet Republic, Ukraine is

still economically very dependent on Rus-

sia. The bulk of industry—the production

of steel, metals, railway cars and nuclear

equipment—is located in the heavily Rus-

sified and Orthodox eastern Ukraine, not

in the more rural and Uniate Catholic

west. These industries, crucial for Russia,

are of no use to the Western imperialists,

who are intent on liquidating them.

Ukraine’s population of 46 million is

deeply divided, with much of western

Ukraine advocating closer ties with the

EU while eastern and southern regions

look to Russia for support. The coun-
try was also polarized between corrupt

gangs of capitalist tycoons who were ear-

lier scratching each other’s backs while
gorging themselves on the theft of the

industrial wealth built up over decades by
the multinational Soviet working class.

Some of these oligarchs, with an appetite

for more European investment, orient to

the West. Meanwhile. Yanukovich's sup-
port derived from eastern Ukraine and
Crimea, which trade with Russia.

The Ukrainian working class, which
had shown militancy in the early 1990s in

the eastern industrial Donetsk region, has
so far remained silent as a class. No doubt
the workers feel little sympathy for mafia
chief Yanukovich, But the pro-imperialist
coup in Ukraine, ushered in by fascists,

offers up the working class for even more
savage exploitation by the imperialists.

Great-Power Rivalries

Siding with ultra-reactionaries and fas-

cists has never bothered the "democratic"
U.S. imperialists. In fact, the Banderaites
are old friends of Washington. After World
War II. Western intelligence protected
Bandera’s units and turned them into a

guerrilla force against the Soviets, also
making them a mainstay x^f Radio Free
Euix)pe. Today, in need of even harsher
austerity to keep profits flowing, the

Ukrainian ruling class and its imperiali.st

godfathers may find the fascists handy to

divert the focus of social discontent from
the oligarchs and foreign capitalists to

minorities like Jews and immigrants, or
to crush militant workers and leftists.

When Barack Obama first came to

power, he talked of attempting a "reset" of
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Fascist Scourge in Ukraine, Then and Now

Top left: Ukrainian villagers welcome Nazi troops during World War II. Top right: Massacre of Jews by Nazi SS at Babi

Yar near Kiev, 1941. Bottom left: Ukrainian fascist Stepan Bandera’s forces, shown in 1946, fought against Soviet

Army that liberated East Europe from Nazis. Bottom right: October 2009 Kiev rally honors Bandera, executed by

Soviet KGB in 1959.
ITAR-TASS Kyiv PosI

reluUons with Russia. However, the U.S.

ailitudc toward Russia today resembles

something from the days of the Dulles

brothers during the 1950s Cold War era.

with the vilification of Russia a theme

constantly reiterated by both U.S. media

and politicians. But the U.S. imperial-

ists’ hostility to Russia is no longer about

overthrowing the collectivized property

relations that were established by the

1917 October Revolution. Rather, it is an

expression of "great power” politics.

Seven decades of a planned economy
transformed Soviet Russia from a largely

peasant country to a mainly urbanized one.

with rough military parity with the U.S..

a skilled workforce and a very substantial

number of highly trained scientific and

technical personnel. Thanks in great part

to the high price of oil and gas in recent

years, the Russian economy has recovered

from the catastrophe of "shock therapy”

that came with capitalist counterrevolu-

tion. Russia is the world’s biggest producer

of oil and gas. and it still has a sizable

nuclear weapons arsenal. It also has a per-

manent seat on the UN Security Council

and the power to at times be a thorn in the

side of the U.S.. as when Obama threat-

ened to attack Syria last year.

In its constant drive for world hege-

mony. the U.S. has been trying to curtail

Russia’s strength as a regional power,

continuously expanding NATO into East

Europe and attempting to install pliant

regimes through a series of color "revolu-

tions” in former Soviet republics. The U.S.

has also established bases across Central

Asia and elsewhere on Russia's periph-

ery. This military extension is aimed at

the encirclement not only of capitalist

Russia but also of China, the largest and

most powerful of the remaining bureau-

cratically deformed workers states. For

its part. Russia has numerous times gone

along with American imperialism. For

example, since 2009 Russia has allowed

the U.S. to transport troops and weapons

to Afghanistan through its airspace, hav-

ing previously limited transport through

its territory to “noniethal” supplies.

With breathtaking hypocrisy, the U.S.

and EU—with their media mouthpieces in

tow—condemn Russia for "interference”

into Ukraine’s affairs. It is. in fact, the

imperialists who have their dirty hands

all over Ukraine. When a telephone con-

versation was leaked last month between

Victoria Nuland and Geoffrey Pyatt, the

U.S. ambassador to Ukraine, all the focus

in the media revolved around her state-

ment, “Fuck the EU.” Disappeared was

the fact that this was a dispute over who
should take power after Yanukovich, with

Nuland outright rejecting the prospect

of former boxer Vitali KUtschko. who
was being promoted by German impe-

rialism (KUtschko actually pays taxes in

Germany). As professor Stephen Cohen
aptly described the phone call in a Feb-

ruary 20 Democracy Now! interview.

“The highest-ranking State Department

official, who presumably represents the

Obama administration, and the American

ambassador in Kiev are, to put it in blunt

terms, plotting a coup d'etat against the

elected president of Ukraine."

In the recent coup, the EU—with

Germany. France and Poland taking the

lead—has played a prominent role as a

battering ram for IMF austerity. The EU
is an imperialist trade bloc dominated by

Germany, and its "offer” of partnership

would spell even deeper poverty for the

Ukrainian working class. The IMF loan

tied to the EU agreement stipulates that

Ukraine cannot accept any financial sup-

port from Russia. It requires the slashing

of gas and oil subsidies for Ukrainians,

making it impossible for many to heat

their homes in the frigid winter, and

demands further and far more drastic pri-

vatizations of public services and indus-

tries. In short, it would ensure massive

economic privation for Ukraine's working

people, east and west.

Ironically. Yanukovich, who had been

more than willing to work with the EU.

probably turned down the loan agreement

because he feared he would not politi-

cally survive the social consequences of

the austerity package accompanying it.

Ukraine needs some S35 billion just to

meet its debt obligations over the next two

years. But not much is actually on offer

from the EU and U.S. imperialists.

State Department Socialists

While the Western bourgeois media

is working overtime to pass off the reac-

tionary demonstrations in Kiev as a "fight

for democracy.” the International Social-

ist Organization (ISO) chimes in with

its own version of this tune. A February

24 socialistworker.org article acknowl-

edges that fascists like Right Sector were

“increasingly at the forefront of the clashes

with government forces" and notes, "The

menace of the far right in Ukraine cannot

be understated.” Nonetheless, the article

continues, “it would be wrong to dismiss

the protest movement wholesale because

(of) its presence.” describing the protests

in Kiev as an “action from below.” So

were the rampages of Nazi stormtroopers!

The ISO goes further and calls for "a

grassroots effort involving independent

workers’ organizations, trade unions and

a strengthened left establishing an atmo-

sphere of solidarity within the Maidan,

in which the toxic message of hate will

wither and die” [our emphasis). To be

clear, here the ISO is calling on workers

to join and help a movement that is con-

trolled by fascists and far-right forces. Any
worker militant unfortunate enough to be

influenced by the ISO would have found

himself participating in a fascist-led coup.

Naive left-wing groups, trade unionists

and gay activists who tried to join the

protests were expelled from the square by

force of arms and beaten. The ISO is used

to the company of arch-reactionaries.

From its inception in the 1950s, the

ISO’s international tendency—includ-

ing its erstwhile partners in the British

Socialist Workers Party—has always

sided with “democratic" imperialism. At

the outbreak of the Korean War. it aban-

doned Trotskyism by refusing to defend

the Soviet Union, China and North

Korea, going on to support any and all

forces arrayed against the Soviet work-

ers slate in the name of “anti-Stalinism.”

This included prettifying General Andrey

Vlasov, the leader of the Russian fascists

who fought on the side of Hitler’s Nazis

during the Second World War.

The Russian Revolution
and the National Question

The Bolshevik Party that led the Octo-

ber Revolution of 1917 steadfastly stood

for the equality of all nations, peoples

and languages. The Bolsheviks opposed

any form of national inequality or priv-

ilege. This enabled them to rally the

working people—Russians, Jews. Arme-

nians, Azerbaijanis. Ukrainians, etc.—to

overthrow the rule of the capitalists and

landlords.

For the first several years after the Octo-

ber Revolution, the Bolsheviks assiduously

defended the rights of the various peoples

and nationalities in the country. For exam-

ple, the Crimean Autonomous Republic

was established in 1921 within the Russian

Federation: about a fifth of its population

were Crimean Tatars. In the first years of

Soviet power there was a marked devel-

opment of Crimean Tatar national cul-

ture: the Tatars founded national research

centers, museums, libraries and theaters.

However, with the triumph and consolida-

tion of a Stalinist bureaucracy beginning

in 1923-24. Great Russian chauvinism

began to flourish, Within years, teaching

of the Crimean Tatar language and litera-

ture was ended, and all publications in the

language were banned.

When the Nazis invaded the Soviet

Union in 1941, a section of the Tatars

welcomed them as liberators. But many
other Tatars fought in the Soviet Army
against Germany. Stalin then vindictively

visited collective punishment on the

Crimean Tatar population. In 1944. some

180,000 Tatars were deported to Central

Asia and other parts of the USSR. The

Chechens and Volga Germans received

similar treatment. Almost one-half of the

Tatars died on the way to exile. It was not

until 1967 that Soviet authorities began

the “rehabilitation” of the Tatars. Only

two decades later were they allowed to

begin returning to Crimea, creating great

bitterness among the Tatars.

However, it would be a mistake to view

national relations in the Soviet degener-

ated workers state as a simple continuation

of the tsarist prison house of peoples. The

policies of the Stalinist bureaucracy had a

contradictory impact. The existence of a

socialized economy with central planning

provided the material basis for developing

more backward areas of the USSR, such as

Soviet Central Asia. Ukraine underwent

substantial industrialization and develop-

ment. The achievement of full employ-

ment, medical care for all and other gains

undercut the most virulent forms of bour-

geois nationalism and anti-Semitism that

are fueled by the discontents of capitalist

society. The Red Army smashed the Nazi

invaders during World War II. liberating

Ukraine from the fascist scum.

With the restoration of capitalism in the

former Soviet Union, all the “old crap”

returned, leading to a sharp intensifica-

tion of communalism and a proliferation

of national hatreds pitting working people

against each other in a dog-eat-dog strug-

gle for survival. As we have noted in the

past, the breakup of the Soviet Union

revealed a situation of considerable inter-

penetration of peoples and of economic
production units that were inherited from
and geared to a bureaucratically central-

ized planned economy. That is the situ-

ation with Ukraine, particularly in the

eastern regions.

The future under capitalism is bleak.

Further economic immiseration could

well lead to increased bitterness and strife

among differing ethnic groups, with a

bloody "resolution” of the national ques-

tion. As we noted in concluding our article

on Ukraine three issues ago: “The crucial

task is to forge Leninist-Trotskyist parties

that will wage a thoroughgoing struggle

against all manifestations of nationalism

and great-power chauvinism as part of

patient but persistent propaganda aimed
at winning the proletariat to the program

of international socialist revolution.”B
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1920: Workers hold mass meeting at Putilov steel factory for re-election of

Petrograd Soviet.

Paris

Commune...
(continued from page 2)

fault. This point was only a sharp indica-

tion of the failure of the Communards to

lake even a thousandth part of the advan-

tages of power to suppress with an iron

hand the enemy, that the Versaillese look.

The history of Bloody Week is a bitter

lesson learned by the proletariat, a lesson

which means unrelenting struggle against

an unscrupulous enemy, the utilization of

all the instruments and means of prole-

tarian power for the extermination of the

brutal vampire of the ruling class.

The difficulty of an insufficiently

developed working class, the lack of a

political party of clear principles, tactics

and experience, and the absence of highly

developed industry, might have been over-

come by the Commune had it not been

forced to assume the defensive on the mil-

itary field from the beginning. Its natural

anxiety for defense from extermination by

the Versaillese made it, to pul it mildly,

difficult to begin very much economic

work. The steps it took despite these dif-

ficulties already gave an indication as to

the real socialist nature of its economic

measures and quite safe predictions can

be made as to the development towards

a socialist economy that might have

resulted thru the military victory of the

Communards over Thiers.

The Commune, slandered and calum-

niated by the bourgeoisie for decades, is

the property of the revolutionary working

class today, in the Communist movement
where its spirit is embodied. The Com-
mune lives in even more heroic form,

in broader lines, with more power and

greater clarity of purpose in the revo-

lution of the Russian workers and peas-

ants. The existence of the revolutionary

movement of the working class today,

honoring the great Paris Commune and

carefully learning from its experience,

the existence of the first working class

republic in Russia is the vindication

which history and the working class have

rendered the heroic efforts of the Parisian

working men.

The working class of Russia has long

ago learned the lesson of the Paris Com-
mune. Painstakingly they built up their

iron regiments into a mighty Bolshe-

vik party, armed with the sharp weap-
ons of Marxism, and dominated by the

irresistible will to power which led the

first successful proletarian revolution in

the world. The revolutionaries of Russia

knew that the chief source of success in

the uprising for liberty was a conscious

group, a party of the vanguard of the

working class which would be able to give

leadership and direction to the struggle,

the lack of which was the evil genius of

the Commune.
And the Communist movement of the

world today, learning equally the lessons

of the Commune and of the three revo-

lutions in Russia; of the revolutions and

uprisings in Germany. Hungary. Bulgaria.

Italy and Finland, is preparing for the

revolution by building up more strongly

every day the fighting parties of Commu-
nism. steeled in every struggle.

"Workingmen's Pans.” wrote Marx in

his brilliant Civil War in France, "with Us

Commune, will be forever celebrated as

the glorious harbinger of a new society. Its

martyrs are enshrined in the great heart

of the working class. Its exterminators

history has already nailed to that eternal

pillory from which all the prayers of their

priests will not avail to redeem them."

It is the admirable and fitting eulogy

to the immemorable action of the Paris

workers. The celebration of the Commune
is the celebration of the approaching vic-

tory of the most oppressed class in his-

tory. The lessons of the Commune are

being slowly learned by the workers. In

its lofty spirit of heroism the revolution of

today finds new inspiration and courage

and determination.

“The cause of the Commune is the

cause of the social revolution.” said the

greatest Communard of all times. Lenin,

“of the complete political and economic

liberation of the working class, the cause

of the proletariat of the entire world. And
in this sense it is immortal.”B

French cop under
World War II Vichy

regime guards
transit camp where

Jews were held
before being sent
to concentration

camps.

Dieudonne...
(continuedfrom page 3)

Africans to white slave-traders. But truth

might stand in the way of Dieudonnd’s

agenda, so scratch that. He peddles time-

worn lies to pit one sector of the oppressed

against another and in so doing he lets the

racist white ruling class off the hook.

Zionism and Anti-Semitism
Go Hand in Hand

It is truly obscene to witness the French

ruling class now wielding the charge of

anti-Semitism as a club against blacks and
North Africans in France after commit-
ting atrocities such as the 1890s frame-up

of Army Captain Alfred Dreyfus for trea-

son. which set off an explosion of anti-

Jewish hatred, and the deportation of

nearly 76,000 Jews to Nazi death camps
with the direct collaboration of the World
War II Vichy regime. The French capital-

ist rulers and the Zionist Israeli state both

push the false equation that anti-Zionism

equals anti-Semitism. In fact, the Zionists

have themselves been in league with anti-

Semitic forces to encourage Jewish emigra-

tion to Israel. Attacks on Jews provide a

pretext for Israel’s rulers to clobber Arab
people. And in 2002. when Jean-Marie

Le Pen advanced to the second round in

the presidential elections, the leader of the

CRIF (Conseil Representatif des Institu-

tions Juives de France, affiliate of the World
Jewish Congress) rejoiced that this should

“provoke the Muslims to keep quiet."

The French ruling class plays Jew
against Arab for diplomatic advantage

in the Near East, a historic region of its

colonial rule, and to obstruct Arab-French
unity within the working class inside

France. After helping arm Israel to the

teeth, including assisting its development
of a nuclear arsenal, the French govern-
ment under Charles de Gaulle switched
sides and backed the Arab regimes in the

1967 Arab-lsraeli war. This was a calcu-

lated move to shore up France’s standing

in the Arab world after the Algerians
defeated French imperialism and won
independence in 1962. Events in the Near
East reverberate loudly within France,

which has a large population of both Jews
and Arabs.

In France, the bourgeoisie has deliber-

ately fostered Islam as a means to regiment

immigrant workers and sow divisions in

the proletariat, even building prayer rooms
inside factories. Yet when North African

workers took the lead in militant strikes

throughout the auto industry in the 1980s,

the French government denounced them
as “ayatollahs in the factories." Since 11

September 2001. the French bourgeoisie

has fanned the flames of hysteria about

Islamic “terror networks" in France in

order to justify brutal police-state crack-

downs. especially against the swelling

ranks of unemployed youth in the ban-

lieues. Meanwhile, attacks against Jews

are on the rise as the timeworn “social-

ism of fools" is pushed by scum like Dieu-

donnd. Attacks on Arabs, which are rou-

tine and delivered with the full force and

legitimacy of bourgeois state repression,

grab fewer headlines.

In 2008. President Nicolas Sarkozy

devised a novel way to whitewash the

French bourgeoisie’s crimes against

Jews by demanding that every school-

child “adopt" one of the more than

11.000 French Jewish children killed in

the Holocaust. This agenda of collective

guilt pu.shed on children of North African

descent, whose families keenly identify

with the just cause of the Palestinian peo-

ple. adds grist to Dieudonnd’s anti-Jewish

rants that the Holocaust is “memorial
pornography." Dieudonn^ gave Holocaust

denialisi Robert Faurisson an award pre-

sented by an actor dressed as a concen-

tration camp detainee with a yellow Star

of David pinned on his chest. Anti-Jewish

bigotry and Holocaust denialism already

saturate the Arab world, pushed by des-

potic Arab rulers seeking legitimacy

among the people they oppress.

The abandonment of the immigrant

population by key sections of the labor

movement and the left, which stems di-

rectly from their program of class collab-

oration. leaves the field wide open for a

malignant provocateur like Dieudonne.

Over the past four decades, the trade-

union tops and the reformist working-class

parties have been ensconced in a .series of

popular-front coalitions with bourgeois

parties. These popular fronts have pushed

anti-working-class austerity and racist

state repression against immigrants and
their French-born children, undercutting

class struggle and poisoning class con-

sciousness. The French Communist Party

offered credentials for its 1981 entry into

Socialist president Francois Mitterrand’s

Union of the Left government by bull-

dozing a hostel for immigrant workers

in Vitry-sur-Seine. a working-class and
immigrant municipality outside Paris it

controlled.

Popular-front governments have rivaled

the right-wing parties in sowing police ter-

ror against banlieue youth and carrying

out mass deportations of undocumented
immigrants. With the exception of our
comrades of the LTF. the rest of the left

has supported these popular fronts, call-

ing on workers to vote them into office

systematically (in the case of the former
Ligue Communiste R^volutionnaire) or
with less regularity (Lutte Ouvri^re). Lutte

Ouvri^re refu.ses to oppose the Vigipirate

campaign of racist cop terror and sup-
ports the expulsion from school of young
women wearing the Islamic headscarf.
Dieudonnd is the fulcrum of a

shady, dangerous milieu where "anti-

establishment" demagogues crawl into

bed with fascists and reactionaries of

all stripes. On January 26. Dieudonne
helped mobilize blacks and North Afri-

cans to join their most mortal enemies in

the “Day of Rage" demonstration led by
the far right. Under the French tricolor,

slogans included. “Jew: France does not

belong to you” and “Faurisson is right;

gas chambers are a sham." Anti-Semitism
and homophobia (whipped to a fever pitch

in opposition to gay marriage) are the

threads that stitch together the reactionary

populism expressed in that demonstration,

Dieudonnd is both a symptom and a
product of French capitalism in decay.

Subject to systematic segregation and
relentless police terror, blacks and youth of
North African descent face massive unem-
ployment. a condition that defines life for

growing numbers of white working-class

youth as well. This is the background of
despair and social disorganization that has
led to an embrace of Dieudonnd’.s poison.

The collapse of the Soviet Union and the

fragmentation and rightward lunge of the

reformist left have created a vacuum filled

by religious fundamentalism—Catholic.
Jewish and Islamic—and other forms of
social reaction.

As Marxists, our starting point has to

be to tell the truth, no matter how bitter.

We want a common front of all working
people and the oppressed against their

class enemies—not a deadly lash-up of
the oppressed with their would-be exe-
cutioners. This has to be forged behind
the social weight of the integrated labor

movement through the intervention of a

revolutionary party that fights against all

manifestations of oppression as a Leninist

tribune of the people.
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Boeing...
(continuedfrom page 12)

to an unending siring of defeats for the

unions.

Imperialism’s Labor Lieutenants

The lAM lops' emphasis on cutting a

deal with the company to "save Washing-

ton jobs” is a reflection at the local level

of their flag-waving "America First" pro-

tectionism. In 2012, the lAM denounced

the prospective sale of the bankrupt

Hawker Beechcraft company to Superior

Aviation of China on the grounds that

the sale would threaten “national secu-

rity." Last year. Buffenbarger condemned
the Department of Defense for granting

Embraer the contract to build the Light

Air Support aircraft, putting "a Brazilian

manufacturer directly in control of weap-

ons systems that is (sic) central to U.S.

national polices.” Such protectionism,

which is pushed by 1AM officials at all

levels, helps bind workers to their “own”

national exploiters and undermines vitally

necessary international labor solidarity.

During the 1995 lAM strike against

Boeing, we printed an exchange with

a Portland lAM official who wrongly

painted our opposition to protectionism

as an apologia for capitalist "free trade."

Pointing out that protectionists and "free

traders" often turn out to be the same cor-

porations. we noted that "the labor bureau-

crats demand that the U.S. government

carry out the very same trade practices for

which they condemn other governments."

We went on to explain about protectionism:

“It is not a big step from complaining
that 'they' are stealing 'our' jobs to the

demonizaiion of 'them' as the enemy.
In the end. trade wars lead to shooting

wars, the ultimate means for rival capital-

ist states to secure a monopoly of foreign

markets and spheres of exploitation, That,

writ large, is the essence of imperialist

capitalism in the 20th century. Its price

is millions of corpses."

—"Exchange on Boeing Strike,"

WVNo. 634. 1 December 1995

Boeing’s entire global supply chain

encompasses 28.000 firms and more
than 1.2 million employees. While Boe-
ing uses outsourcing to drive down the

costs of production and iilcrease profits, a

class-struggle labor leadership would see

these workers as a vast body of prospective

allies in struggle, following the clarion call

in Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels’ Com-
munist Manifesto: “Working men of all

countries, unite!"

The lAM bureaucracy’s protectionism is

doubly treacherous when aimed at China,

a bureaucratically deformed workers slate.

Ever since capitalist rule was overthrown

in the 1949 Chinese Revolution, the impe-
rialists have aimed at a counterrevolution-

ary overturn that would reopen that vast

country for untrammeled exploitation.

In pursuit of their aims, the imperialists

are ratcheting up military pressure and
provocations against China while seeking

further economic penetration (see "U.S.,

Japanese Provocations in East China Sea."

page 4). Boeing is a key player in thet^e

combined strategies: it produces military

hardware aimed directly at countries like

China, which is at the same lime Boeing’s

second-biggest market in the world (and

projected to be its largest market by 2020).

Boeing also happens to be the largest buyer

of aircraft components made in China.

Around the Chinese city of Xian,

more than 250,000 workers are involved

in the aerospace industry, more than the

global workforce of Boeing and Airbus

combined. The state-owned Commercial
Aircraft Corporation of China (Comae)

is developing its own airliner to compete

with the likes of the Boeing 737 and Air-

bus A320. The rapid development of Chi-

na’s aerospace industry exemplifies the

tremendous gains made possible by an

economy based on the overthrow of capi-

talism and the collectivization of produc-

tive property. However, with its opposition

to the perspective of world proletarian rev-

olution and its conciliation of imperialism,

the Stalinist bureaucracy endangers the

workers stale and blocks further develop-

ment toward socialism. In recent decades,

the regime has acted as labor brokers for

capitalists around the world, offering up

Chinese workers for exploitation in desig-

nated sectors of the economy.

Just as class-conscious workers defend

the lAM and other unions despite their

pro-capitalist misleaders, so too must

the world proletariat defend the Chinese

workers state against its class enemies,

despite the misrule of Xi Jinping and the

rest of the Stalinist bureaucrats. Capital-

ist restoration in China would compound
the world-historic defeat brought about by

the counterrevolutions that destroyed the

bureaucratically ruled workers states of

East Europe and the former Soviet Union,

further emboldening the imperialists in

their depredations around the world. Based

on our unconditional defense of China
against imperialist and domestic counter-

revolution, we fight for proletarian politi-

cal revolution to oust the parasitic Stalinist

bureaucracy and replace it with the rule of

workers and peasants councils committed
to the struggle for world socialism.

Organizing the South:
Crucial Task for Labor

While the U.S. labor tops scream about

low-wage workers overseas “stealing"

American jobs, much of the U.S. has

become a low-wage outsourcing destination

for both American and foreign companies,

especially in the “right to work" South. In

large part, this is the product of the labor

bureaucracy’s refusal to wage the hard class

battles necessary to organize unions in the

South (and most everywhere else). Today.

Boeing has a final assembly line for the 787

in North Charleston, South Carolina, and

Airbus is building a factory for the A320
in Mobile. Alabama. Meanwhile, virtu-

ally every major auto manufacturer has a

factory in the South while the workers of

Detroit, formerly a union stronghold, have

been thrown onto the scrap heap.

Boeing’s non-union plants were used by

the company as a cudgel against the 1AM
to force acceptance of the recent contract.

In November 2007. workers at Voughl

Aircraft Industries in North Charleston,

which produced major portions of the 787

fuselage for Boeing, voted for lAM rep-

resentation. But after Boeing purchased

the factory in 2009, an anti-union worker

filed a decertification petition and the

union was voted out. Having gotten what

it wanted, a non-union operation, Boeing

established a final assembly line of the

787 at North Charleston. Workers there

earn significantly less than their counter-

parts in Washington State and are sub-

ject to grinding speedup as the company
rushes to meet its orders.

The IAM leadership has made only des-

ultory attempts to re-organize the plant,

placing most of its hopes on the National

Labor Relations Board (NLRB). Contrary

to the illusions pushed by the union lops,

the NLRB is not a neutral arbiter but is

an organ of the capitalist government. Its

main role is to head off strikes and to drag

unionization efforts into a legal and regu-

latory quagmire.

As part of the class-struggle fight needed

to organize the South, labor must tackle

head-on the racist legacy of slavery and

Jim Crow segregation, which has long

served to divide workers and keep unions

out. Wherever powerful industrial unions

have been built in this country, it has only

been possible through workers uniting in

conscious struggle against racist and eth-

nic discrimination and bigotry. In recent

years, with large numbers of immigrants

mainly from Latin America moving to the

South, deportations have been used by the

capitalists to block unionization efforts.

The situation in the South underscores

that the labor movement can go forward

only through championing the fight for

black rights and for full citizenship rights

for all immigrants.

Fora Class-Struggle Leadership!

For decades, the U.S. capitalist class

has enormously increased profits by wag-

ing a mostly one-sided war against the

working people, with real wages falling,

health care costs soaring and decent pen-

sions disappearing. The remaining union

strongholds, like the lAM at Boeing and

the ILWU and ILA longshoremen, will

continue to he threatened by the anti-labor

tide unless there is a sharp break from

the class collaborationism of the current

labor leadership. In this sense, their sit-

uation resembles that of the craft unions

of the American Federation of Labor
(AFL) in the 1920s. Representing the lop

layers of the proletariat, the AFL sought

to maintain its relatively privileged posi-

tion while leaving the mass of unskilled

workers undefended. This conservative,

job-trusting outlook provided no defense

during the Great Depression of the 1930s,

which ground down all sections of the

working class. Only through massive and

combative struggles—many of which

were led by reds—against the capitalists

and their police and private strikebreakers

did the labor movement revive, leading to

the founding of the CIO industrial unions.

In the aftermath of the recent contract

sellout, many lAM members want a new
leadership. District 751 president Wro-
blewski has retired, and there will be a

rare union-wide general election for the

International leadership in April. Many
look to the opposition “lAM Reform"
slate headed by Jay Cronk as a vehicle to

oust Buffenbarger & Co. These elections

are being run under the supervision of the

Department of Labor after lAM Reform
filed a complaint over last year’s uncon-

tesled elections. Bringing the Department

of Labor into the union's internal affairs

means subordinating the union to the class

enemy. In this way. Cronk shows that he

shares the existing leadership’s politics of

reliance on the capitalist state.

What is needed is an altogether differ-

ent kind of leadership, one that proceeds

from the viewpoint of class against class,

not acceptance of capitalist exploitation.

The struggle to forge a class-struggle labor

leadership—independent of and opposed

to all capitalist political parties and state

agencies—is part of the fight to build a rev-

olutionary internationalist workers party.

This is the necessary instrument to lead the

working class and the oppres.sed in sweep-
ing away the decrepit capitalist system and
establishing a workers government as part

of international socialist revolution.
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Massive Givebacks, No-Strike Pledge, China Bashing

lAM Tops Surrender to

Boeing Bosses
Right: lAM president

Buffenbarger, who forced
through sellout contract

at Boeing, speaking at

Democratic Party rally in r

Ohio, 2012. Below; lAM
members rally in Seattle

against rotten contract,

January 2.

Reuters

In early January, Boeing manage-

meni, with the assistance of the top

leadership of the International Asso-

ciation of Machinists and Aerospace

Workers (lAM), forced through a rot-

ten new contract that marks a major defeat

for the more than 30.000 Boeing Machin-

ists in the Puget Sound area of Washing-

ton State and elsewhere. Accepted by a

razor-thin 5l percent of the lAM mem-
bers who voted, the contract undermines

the union’s pension plan—something

the workers waged hard-fought strikes

in 2005 and 2008 to defend—by freez-

ing the defined-benefit program for cur-

rent members and eliminating it for new
hires. Workers will also have to pay more

for health benefits, with sharp limits on

future wage raises. Raking in massive

profits ($4.6 billion last year alone) and

with a record number of back orders, Boe-

ing sought and got a no-strike clause in

the contract that runs until 2024, aiming

to secure labor peace for the next decade.

Furious at what they were being asked

to give up. 1AM members had decisively

rejected virtually the same contract in

November by a two-to-one margin. Tom
Wroblewski. then-president of District

751, which represents workers in the

Puget Sound region, was booed by the

members for even bringing the proposal

to a vole. The workers were clearly will-

ing to fight, but the company and its allies

put a blitz on them to knuckle under.

Boeing threatened to move production of

the next-generation 777X airliner out of

Washington State, claiming that over 20
other states bidding to produce the 777X
had offered huge lax breaks. Washington

State politicians (always in Boeing's hip

pocket), led by Democratic governor Jay

Inslee, granted the manufacturer $8.7 bil-

lion in lax breaks, reportedly the largest

tax subsidy in U.S. history. Meanwhile,

"friend of labor” Democrats and the bour-

geois media turned up the heat on the

workforce to accept the company’s ulti-

matum and sacrifice their pay and condi-

tions to save the "state's future.”

It was precisely on the grounds of

"saving” the state economy—and Boe-

ing’s profitability—that the lAM leader-

ship betrayed the membership, displaying

its role as labor lieutenants of capital

The lAM International bureaucrats,

headed by President Tom Buffen-

barger, pushed through the January

vote and hewed to the company

line, telling the membership: take a cut

in benefits or lose jobs. Under pressure

from the ranks. Wroblewski and the local

leadership resisted holding another vole.

But despite opposing the contract, Wro-

blewski made his loyalty to the bosses

clear, bragging that "our members have

helped Boeing achieve record production

levels, record profit margins and record

stock prices.” And once the rotten con-

tract was accepted, he intoned that it was

"in Boeing’s best interest” for lAM mem-
bers to build the 777X.

The lAM leadership’s concern about

"Boeing’s best interest" is part and par-

cel of its support for the “national inter-

est” of the U.S. imperialist ruling class as

a whole. Boeing is one of a handful of

American manufacturing giants. Along

with its European competitor Airbus, it

has a virtual monopoly on production of

large commercial aircraft. Moreover. Boe-

ing is crucial to the U.S. imperialist mili-

tary. producing bombers, fighter aircraft,

transports, missiles, drones, etc.

The lens of thousands of Boeing work-

ers have a tremendous amount of social

power—the ability to shut down a firm

that is vital to the interests of the U.S.

capitalist rulers. However, this power is

shackled by the pro-capitalist lAM mis-

leaders, part of the labor bureaucracy that

long ago separated itself from its working-

class base and sees the world through the

same lens as the capitalists and their gov-

ernment. Politically expressed through

support to the Democratic Party, their

class-collaborationist program has led

continued on page II

Urgent Medical Appeal

for Lynne Stewart
Seventy-four years old and suffering

from Stage IV breast cancer, radical

lawyer Lynne Stewart may have only

months to live. The government is ded-

icated to making that time as painful

as possible. After being denied com-
passionate medical release for nearly

a year. Stewart was finally let out of

prison on December 31 by a U.S. dis-

trict judge who cited her “terminal

medical condition and very limited life

expectancy.” Stewart, whose cancer has

metastasized to her back, lung, bones
and lymph nodes, discovered after her

release that she had been stripped of

Medicare coverage while in prison. She
will not be enrolled again until July.

Medicaid will not cover her because
Stewart and her husband’s combined

Social Security benefits exceed the

monthly income limit. She must now
pay the sky-high costs of treatment and

medication herself—or go without!

Stewart should never have spent a

day in prison. In 2005. she was con-

victed of giving material support to

terrorism for her vigorous defense of

an Egyptian Islamic fundamentalist

cleric who had been imprisoned for an

alleged plot to blow up New York City

landmarks in the early 1990s. Stewart’s

purported “material support” was to

communicate her client’s views to Reu-

ters news service. Her Arabic translator

Mohamed Yousry and paralegal Ahmed
Abdel Sattar were also convicted.

These watershed convictions gave the

capitalist government a green light to

prosecute lawyers as co-conspirators

of their clients—a frontal attack on the

Sixth Amendment right to counsel. In

2010. at the instigation of the Obama
administration, a federal appeals court

instructed the judge who had originally

sentenced Stewart to reexamine her

sentence. Appeasing his superiors, the

judge jacked up the original 28-month
sentence to ten years.

Lynne Stewart dedicated her adult

life to keeping Black Panthers, radical

leftists and others who are reviled by
the capitalist state out of the clutches

of its prison system. Tens of thousands
worldwide supported Stewart’s fight for

a medical release. She must not face

this new attack alone. The Lynne Stew-
art Defense Committee has issued an

Brenda Sandburg
Lynne Stewart

appeal for funds for Stewart's medical
needs. The Partisan Defense Commit-
tee. a class-struggle defense organi-
zation associated with the Spartacist
League, has contributedfunds. We urge
our readers to contribute now! Make
checks payable to “Lynne Stewart
Organization" and mail to: Lynne Stew-
art Organization, 1070 Dean Street,

Brooklyn. NY 1 1216. m
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In Wake of Fascist-Infested Ukraine Coup

U.S./EU Imperialist Frenzy

as Crimea Rejeins Russia

. Reuters

Above; Ukrainian prime minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk and Barack Obama in the Ovai
Office, March 12. Beiow: Crowds in Sevastopoi, Crimea, ceiebrate vote to secede
from Ukraine and join Russia, March 17.

No to Sanctions Against Russia!

MARCH 18—Crimea today officially

rejoined Russia, as Russian President

Vladimir Putin signed a reunification

treaty with his Crimean counterpart.

This came two days after Crimea
voted by nearly 97 percent in favor of

secession from Ukraine and absorp-

tion into Russia, with 83 percent of

the electorate reportedly participating

in the poll. Having earlier denounced

the referendum as “illegitimate." the

Obama administration and its West-

ern allies now refuse to recognize

Crimea’s reunification with Russia.

Washington has been joined by Ger-

many and other European powers in

imposing a new round of sanctions,

including against Russian officials.

Meanwhile, within days of Father-

land party leader Arseniy Yatsenyuk

being named Ukrainian prime min-

ister. the millionaire banker was in

Brussels on March 6 meeting with the

secretary general of NATO. In a fla-

grant provocation against Russia, Gen-
eral Anders Fogh Rasmussen assured

Yatsenyuk that NATO “will strengthen

our efforts to build the capacity of the

Ukrainian military, including with

more joint training and exercises."

Since then. President Barack Obama
has sent fighter jets to Poland for joint

exercises as well as to Lithuania for

NATO patrols over the Baltic states.

Following Russian military maneu-
vers on Ukraine’s eastern border.

NATO announced regular flights over

Poland and Romania. Washington also

sent a navy destroyer to participate in

military exercises with warships of

NATO members Romania and Bul-

garia. across the water from the Rus-

sian Black Sea naval base in Crimea.
When Obama met with Yatsenyuk
on March 1 2, he used the occasion to

warn Russia that it would face “costs"

because of its intervention in Crimea.

Tensions have been further whipped
up by Washington’s client regime in

Kiev, which took power last month
in a right-wing coup spearheaded by
fascists and supported by the U.S. and
European Union (EU) imperialists.

Most recently, two were killed Friday in

the eastern city of Kharkiv as pro-Russia

demonstrators clashed with fascists of the

Right Sector, an alliance of paramilitary

bands that was on the front lines of the

street fighting that powered last month’s

coup in Ukraine. The previous day, at least

one person, a supporter of the coup, died

in a similar clash in the eastern industrial

city of Donetsk.

The referendum promises to undo a

stupid administrative error by Soviet pre-

mier Nikita Khrushchev, who in 1954 pre-

sented Crimea as a “gift" to the Ukrainian

Soviet Socialist Republic supposedly to

mark the 300th anniversary of unification

between Russia and Ukraine. No doubt the

Stalinist regime viewed that heavy-handed

act. which was contrary to the history as

well as the national and linguistic make-up
of Crimea, as a symbolic gesture: Crimea
remained part of the Soviet Union and real

power resided in Moscow. However, with

the counterrevolutionary destruction of the

Soviet degenerated workers state in 1991-

92. Crimea’s mainly ethnic Russian popu-
lation found itself part of a newly indepen-

dent capitalist Ukraine.

Obama has been pontificating about

Russia’s “violation" of international law—a

“law" that never stopped U.S. imperialism

from invading Iraq or any other coun-

try—while the Republicans have been

engaging in considerable rocket rattling.

Nonetheless, little enthusiasm is to be

found for upping the ante in the Ukraine

from the American populace, who are

preoccupied by the U.S. rulers’ ongoing

assaults on their well-being.

Since his ascension to power in late

1999. Putin has sought to strengthen Rus-

sia’s position as a regional power by devel-

oping its substantial reserves of fossil fuels,

assuring control of supply routes for its gas

and oil and refurbishing its military. For its

part. U.S. imperialism has sought to

expand its world domination in part

by undercutting Russia’s ambitions,

including through its sponsorship of

pliant regimes in former republics of

the USSR such as Georgia and the

Baltic states of Latvia. Estonia and

Lithuania. The interests of the world’s

working class stand in opposition to

the aspirations and machinations of

both of these capitalist powers.
• The truth, however, is concrete.

.It was the U.S. that fueled the fas-

cist mobilizations in Kiev, thereby

overturning a negotiated truce pro-

moted by a number of EU countries

with the prior Ukrainian government

and instead installing a pro-Western

regime on Russia’s borders. For its

part, the media in the U.S. complied

with its bourgeois masters, minimiz-

ing the fascist presence. Even when
the New York Times acknowledged the

fascist presence in the new Ukrainian

government in a March 12 article, it

dismissed the threat, asserting. “Who
these men really are and what they

stand for. outside the caricatures in

the Russian media’s fun-house mirror,

are not always clear.” Thus the leader

of the fascist Right Sector outfit was
allowed to proclaim without chal-

lenge in the article that his particular

fascists are neither xenophobic nor

anti-Jewish.

It hardly required in-depth inves-

tigative journalism to reveal the

fascist credentials of many of those

now in power in Kiev. Most prom-
inent is Svoboda. a virulently anti-

Jewish. anti-Russian, anti-Muslim and

anti-Communist fascist party. Svoboda
was initially named Social-National

Party of Ukraine, an obvious refer-

ence to Hitler’s Nazi (National Social-

ist) party; its symbol was based on
the Wolf’s Hook {Wolfsangel), which
was used by the Waffen SS.

Svoboda derives from the Ukrainian

nationalists led by Stepan Bandera,

who militarily collaborated with the

Nazis during World War II and car-

ried out mass murders of Jews, Com-
munists. Soviet soldiers and Poles. In 2011,

Svoboda spokesman Yuri Michalchyshyn

described the Holocaust as “a bright epi-

sode in European civilization" (quoted

in Per Anders Rudling, “The Return

of the Ukrainian Far Right: The Case
of VO Svoboda" [2013]). A statement

posted on Svoboda’s Web site declared:

“We need a Pinochet who will destroy

the fifth column, build a ‘Ukraine for

Ukrainians,’ and neutralize Yid power"
(“Social-Nationalists in the Ukrainian
Parliament,” Russian Politics and Law.
September-October 2013).

continued on page S
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Mumia Abu-Jamal Is an Innocent Man

Cops, Congress Ax Nominee
Over Mumia’s Case

On March 5, the Senate sank Barack

Obama's nomination of Debo Aclegbile as

assistant attorney general in charge of the

Justice Department’s Civil Rights Divi-

sion. What was supposed to be a done

deal ran aground when seven Democrats

joined the Republicans in opposing the

selection. The kiss of death for Adegbile.

the current senior counsel to the Senate

Judiciary Committee, was his tenuous

connection to black political prisoner

Mumia Abu-Jamal. Adegbile had a lead-

ership role in the NAACP Legal Defense

and Educational Fund (LDF). which rep-

resented Mumia at the time that his death

sentence was overturned in late 201 1.

Our concern is not who fills what post

under the attorney general, the lop cop

overseeing the apparatus of racist repres-

sion. Rather it is the renewed outpouring

of the lies that have condemned Mumia.

an innocent man. to three decades on

death row and now life in prison. A for-

mer Black Panther. MOVE supporter and

award-winning journalist. Mumia was
framed up for the killing of a Philly cop

and railroaded to death row in 1982 on the

basis of his radical political views. The

prosecution's case against him rested on

phony ballistics, a concocted “confession.”

police intimidation of witnesses and rac-

ist jury rigging. The confession of another

man. Arnold Beverly, that he was hired

by the mob and cops to assassinate Police

Officer Daniel Faulkner, whom Mumia
was falsely accused of killing, has never

been allowed into state or federal court.

In the article “Drive to Execute Mumia
Halted” {'WV No. 993. 6 January 2012).

we observed: “The slate forces that have

tried for decades to silence this powerful

voice for the oppressed are certainly not

going to forget him.” Indeed, the cam-

paign against Adegbile was spearheaded

by the Fraternal Order of Police; Maureen

Faulkner, the widow of the Philadelphia

cop; and Philadelphia district attorney

Seth Williams. Together with Put Toomey.

a Republican Senator from Pennsylvania,

the Democrat Williams penned a Wall

Street Journal op-ed piece (24 February)

that not only slandered Mumia as a “cop

killer” but condemned anybody challeng-

ing the racist bias inherent in the capitalist

courts. Other Democrats, such as Senator

Christopher Coons of Delaware, piled on to

the smears of Mumia. attributing his vote

to the issue of “respecting” law officers.

The Democratic Party machine in Phila-

delphia. of which Williams is a part, engi-

neered the frame-up of Mumia from the

start. Central to this effort was Ed Ren-

dell. who was the local district attorney

at the time Mumia was arrested and was
later elected mayor and then Pennsyl-

vania's governor. On the national stage,

Rendell went from being a prominent

operative in Hillary Clinton's failed bid

for the 2008 Democratic Parly presiden-

tial nomination to playing a key role in

Obama’s electoral victory.

When Mumia was set to be executed in

August 1995. protests of lens of thousands

internationally helped slay the executioner's

hand. By the lime Adegbile got involved

in Mumia’s case, those mass mobilizations

were a thing of the past. Contrary to the

hallucinations of Toomey. Williams and

others, Adegbile was no activist proclaim-

ing Mumia’s innocence and fighting for his

freedom. In fact, one response of liberal

civil rights groups like the NAACP to the

attack on Adegbile was to plead Mumia
guilty; "The Senate failed to see through

a shameful disinformation campaign that

intentionally tries to hold Mr. Adegbile

responsible for a terrible crime committed

by a defendant when Mr. Adegbile was
only 8 years old" (naacp.org. March 5).

As a lawyer. Adegbile simply contrib-

uted to an LDF appeal citing racial dis-

crimination in Mumia’s jury selection

and to a brief challenging jury instruc-

tions given at the hearing that sentenced

Mumia to death. The federal court of

appeals ruled twice that the sentenc-

ing instructions were unconstitutional, a

decision that the Supreme Court under

the conservative John Roberts refused to

overturn. As Mumia noted in his March

6 broadcast, Adegbile came under attack

Leninism and National

Self-Determination

Writing amid World War I. V. /. Lenin

argued against the claim of Bolshevik

Georgy Pyaiakov (Kievsky) that the right of
national self-determination did not apply

in the imperialist epoch. Lenin insisted

that Pyaiakov's methodology, carried to its

logical conclusion, meant rejection of the

struggle to fulfill all immediate political and
democratic tasks. Recalling the late 19th-

and early 20th-century Russian Economists,

who restricted their political activity to economic struggles by the workers, Lenin

dubbed this approach "imperialist Economism."

TROTSKY LENIN

Mumia Abu-Jamal

"because he dared to do what defense

lawyers are legally and constitutionally

required to do: defend their clients.”

With consummate hypocrisy, Obama
protested that the defeat of Adegbile’s

nomination “solely based on his legal

representation of a defendant runs con-

trary to a fundamental principle of our

system of justice.” Quite the opposite,

as Obama should know. Leftist attorney

Lynne Stewart was convicted of providing

"material support to terrorism” in 2005 on

the basis of her outspoken defense of a cli-

ent imprisoned on terrorism charges. At

the urging of Obama’s Justice Department

in 2010, the original sentence for Stewart

was quadrupled to ten years. While now
standing by Adegbile. in 2009 Obama
gave the boot to “green jobs” adviser Van

Jones when a media campaign unearthed

his past advocacy for Mumia.
What gores the ox of the forces of racist

reaction is that Mumia was and remains

a powerful voice for the voiceless. As a

I5-year-old spokesman for the Philadel-

phia Black Panther Parly. Mumia exempli-

fied those the FBI’s J. Edgar Hoover had

in mind when he declared: "The Negro
youth and moderate[s] must be made to

understand that if they succumb to revolu-

tionary teaching, they will be dead revolu-

tionaries." Mumia survives and continues

to speak out from prison hell on behalf of

all the oppressed. While some may wring

their hands over the defeat of Obama's
nominee, those fighting for Mumia’s
freedom should seize this opportunity to

expose the racist vendetta that has kept this

innocent man under the shadow of the gal-

lows and behind bars for over 32 years.!

The Marxist solution of the problem of democracy is for the proletariat to utilise

all democratic institutions and aspirations in its class struggle against the bourgeoisie

in order to prepare for its overthrow and assure its own victory. Such utilisation is

no easy task. To the Economists, Tolstoyans, etc,, it often seems an unpardonable
concession to “bourgeois" and opportunist views, just as to Kievsky defence of national

self-determination “in the epoch of finance capital" seems an unpardonable concession

to bourgeois views. Marxism teaches us that to “fight opportunism” by renouncing
utilisation of the democratic institutions created and distorted by the bourgeoisie of the

given, capitalist, society is to completely surrender to opportunism!

The slogan of civil war for socialism indicates the quickest way out of the imperialist

war and links our struggle against the war with our struggle against opportunism....

In our civil war against the bourgeoisie, we shall unite and merge the nations not
by the force of the ruble, not by the force of the truncheon, not by violence, but by
voluntary agreement and solidarity of the working people against the exploiters. For

the bourgeoisie the proclamation of equal rights for all nations has become a deception.

For us it will be the truth that will facilitate and accelerate the winning over of all

nations. Without effectively organised democratic relations between nations—and.

consequently, without freedom of secession—civil war of the workers and working
people generally of all nations against the bourgeoisie is impossible.

—V.I. Lenin. “Reply to P. Kievsky (Y. Pyatakov)” (August-September 1916)
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“Socialism” That Democrats Can Support

Reformists Salivate Over

Sawant’s Seattle Election
Since self-described socialist Kshama

Sawanl won a seat on Seattle’s City Coun-
cil last November, her electoral success has

been widely promoted as a model for the

left. Sawant, a member of Socialist Alter-

native (SAID who narrowly defeated Dem-
ocratic Parly incumbent Richard Conlin,

ran on a platform of liberal reform—for

a $15 hour minimum wage, rent control,

ending "corporate welfare” and for a lax

on millionaires to fund public transporta-

tion. education and "living-wage” union

jobs. While applauding other “alternative”

candidacies. SAlt crows that Sawant's win

paves "a path for independent politics.”

And the International Socialist Organiza-

tion (ISO) chimed in approvingly: "Given

the scale of the crisis that working people

face, there is a serious need for some opti-

mism that our side can fight back not just

on the picket lines and in the streets, but

even at the ballot box" (socialistworker.

org, 16 December 2013).

SAlt says it is campaigning to build an

“independent, alternative party of workers

and young people to fight for the interests

of the millions, not the millionaires.” For

its supporters. Sawant's campaign is a

challenge to the status quo simply because

it falls outside the classic two-party frame-

work. But for authentic socialists, inde-

pendence is a class question; the work-

ing class and the oppressed masses must

be politically organized in opposition to

the class dictatorship of the capitalists

—

bourgeois “democracy" is one form of

that capitalist dictatorship. The workers,

who form the only class in society with

the objective interest and social power

to overthrow capitalism, must be won to

understand that their interests are coun-

terposed to those of the exploiting class.

The history of the United Stales is replete

with bourgeois "third” parties promising

to make capitalism work for the little

guy—which effectively served to channel

discontent back into the Democratic Party.

The "independence” of Sawant & Co. is

merely another exercise in pressuring the

Democratic Parly from the "outside” as

practiced by the capitalist Green Parly and

others. In fact. SAlt consistently supported

Ralph Nader between 1996 and 2008. first

as the Greens’ candidate and even when he

ran "independent” campaigns supported

by the likes of Ross Perot’s right-wing

Reform Parly.

Opportunists pretend that their refor-

mist program is some kind of step forward

in the direction of revolutionary change.

They claim that "we” all want the same
things and merely disagree about how to

gel there. More than a century ago Rosa

Luxemburg explained the question of

reform or revolution in her classic work

of that name. Luxemburg poleraicized

against leading German Social Democrat

Eduard Bernstein who gave theoretical

expression to the renunciation of revolu-

tionary Marxism in favor of "evolutionary

socialism." premised on gradual reform of

bourgeois society. Bernstein pronounced

that for him the "movement" was every-

thing. and the final goal of socialism was

nothing. Luxemburg’s words have lost

none of their sting today:

"People who pronounce themselves in

favor of the method of legislative reform

in place of and in contradistinction to

the conquest of political power and social

revolution, do not really choose a more

tranquil, calmer and slower road to the

same goal, but a different goal. Instead of

taking a stand for the establishment of a

ISOCIALIST

WINS!

November-Oecember 2013

Reformist left’s press hailed
electoral victory of Socialist
Alternative’s Kshama Sawant
as breakthrough for "socialism.”
Left: After election, Sawant
joined local business leaders
on minimum-wage task force,

announced by Seattle mayor
Ed Murray, December 19.
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Victories in Lorain, Ohio, and Seattle

new society they take a stand for surface

modification of the old society.”

The reformist left advances the lie that one

can pressure the capitalist stale machinery

to operate in the interests of the workers

and oppressed. The only way to achieve

real emancipation for the working and

oppressed masses is through the expropri-

ation of the capitalists as a class and the

establishment of a workers government.

Giving the Democrats a Facelift

Revolutionary Marxists can use the

electoral arena as a tactic to propagan-

dize for socialist politics. Unlike exec-

utive offices in the capitalist slate such

as mayor or president, whose purpose

is to administer and enforce capitalist

rule, standing for election to legislative

offices can provide a vehicle for com-
munists to pul forward a revolutionary

program. When running candidates or

offering critical support to other forma-

tions, the aim is to dispel illusions among
workers, minorities, immigrants and rad-

icalized youth that any lasting improve-

ment of their condition can be achieved

under the capitalist profit system. As a

revolutionary organization we could not

give any support no matter how critical

to Sawant. whose campaign obscured the

most elementary class line with its pop-

ulist rhetoric. In his book on communist
principles and tactics, "Left-Wing" Com-
munism—An Infantile Disorder (1920),

Bolshevik leader V, I. Lenin explained;

"It is entirely a matter of knowing how to

apply these tactics in order to raise—not

lower—the general level of proletarian

class-consciousness, revolutionary spirit,

and ability to fight and win."

The "lesser evil” Democratic Parly is

a capitalist parly acting on behalf of the

profiteers, bailing out the banks, gouging

the poor and spying on the population. For

decades, the reformists’ "fight the right"

rhetoric has served to hoodwink working

people and radical youth into believing

that such actions are simply excesses,

thereby further chaining them to the

same party through the ballot box. The

reformist left presents Sawant’s victory as

part of a continuum of "progressive" can-

didates—which tellingly includes Dem-
ocratic politicians like New York’s new
mayor Bill de Blasio. who won votes by

promising to end racist stop-and-frisk and

claiming sympathy for the "99 percent.”

Enjoying endorsements from several

local Democrats and union officials.

Sawant’s campaign Web site did not

oppose President Obama; it never even

mentioned the wars the U.S. is waging
overseas much less soiidarized with the

victims of U.S. imperialism. On the cru-

cial question of racial oppression, so cen-

tral to the workings of capitalism in this

country. Sawant limited her platform to

calling for a school curriculum promot-

ing "anti-racism” (along with anti-sexism

and gay equality) and calling for a "move-

ment" against police brutality and racial

profiling. Sawant calls for an elected

civilian review board which is supposed

to rein in the police, though experience

has shown repeatedly that such bodies are

impotent except as a means for letting off

a little steam after particularly egregious

cases of police violence. As a columnist

from the Seattle Times (26 October 2013)

rightly noted. Sawant’s slogans were

"pretty much indistinguishable" from
those of Seattle Democrats, who cater to

the city’s liberal petty-bourgeois milieu.

Notably, in both Seattle and Minne-
apolis (where SAlt’s candidate TV Moore
came close to winning on his platform of

"People over Profit”) no Republican was
. on the City Council ballot. SAlt boasted

about this tactic, which allowed them to

run against Democratic candidates with

no danger of letting any Republicans get

elected. Soon after her election Sawanl
was appointed by Democratic mayor Ed
Murray to an advisory committee made up
of union officials and business executives

in order to adjust the minimum wage.

Sawant described her campaign as a

way to "reinvigoraie” the populist Occupy
movement, and Socialist Action raves that

Sawant’s candidacy was the Occupy spirit

“now finding expression at the ballot

box” (socialisiaction.org, 13 February).

Not only SAlt but most of the rest of

the reformist left enthused over Occupy,
whose central conception was that Amer-
ica should reclaim democratic control of

the economy from the greedy bankers and

corporations by making the existing gov-

ernment represent the “will of the people.”

As the 2012 elections approached. Occupy
disintegrated as many of its activists pre-

dictably occupied...lhe Democratic Parly.

Echoing SAll’s vision for a crop of new
"independent left-wing candidates.” the

Freedom Socialist Party intoned: ‘The lime

is ripe for anti-capitalist electoral alliances”

(sociaIism.com, December 2013). Mean-
while. Socialist Organizer urged “the labor

movement and community organizations to

join together to launch independent slates

at the local level” (socialislorganizer.org.

6 February). Such coalitions are the way
reformist organizations intend to capitalize

continued on page 7
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Women's Oppression and

the Struggle for Liberation
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radicals and dissenters had put forward

different critiques of sexual oppression.

In the mid 1600s during the English

Civil War, there was a group called the

Ranters, which came from the working

lower classes. You could call them part

of a "nonconformist" movement of sex-

ual radicals because they critiqued mar-

riage. They were really a religious sect

that rejected the established church and

state institutions along with the concept

of immorality. They preached free love

and advocated having multiple sexual

partners. (Not exactly the same type

of religious sects we see today, which

mostly tout fundamentalist, bigoted

filth.) The Ranters' unconventional views

on the family led them to be accused of

"wife swapping," but in fact these views

reflected the practical way dispossessed

peasants—who were mobile and had no

property to bind them—lived.

When we move on to the 18lh century

Enlightenment we see how humanism
and the desire for a social order founded

on reason cultivated a different view of

women's role. One of the first books I

read in Women's Studies was Mary Woll-

stonecraft's A Vmdication ofthe Rights of
Woman (1792), considered to be a classic

marking the beginning of modern femi-

nist thought. Wollstonecraft was part of a

circle of English radical democrats which

included William Blake and Tom Paine.

Their political lives were dominated by

the French Revolution and their ideas

reflected the period where there was a

great push for political equality, progress

and virtue.

They were also limited by that period.

Wollstonecraft’s writings did nothing to

challenge domesticity; men should be

virtuous according to the laws of God.

The idea was to appeal to men for more

Eugdne
Delacroix’s

1830 painting
“Liberty Leading

the People."
Liberating values
of 18th-century

French
Revolution

Influenced push
for women's

equality.

the other. 1 remember reading an arti-

cle in a feminist journal that asked

if this painting was sexist or revo-

lutionary. It's outrageous that there

were people debating whether this

work of art—which commemorates

the July 1830 Revolution in France

that toppled King Charles X—was

"objectifying women" because she

was half-naked.

Let’s turn back to the Marx quote:

"'Liberation' is an historical and not

a mental act, and it is brought about

by historical conditions.” Delacroix’s

painting is interesting because the

ideals of “liberty, equality and frater-

nity" of the French Revolution were

incompatible with the reality of the

unequal capitalist system. Though
“Liberty" was not a symbol for the

emancipation of women, during this

lime the general struggle for an egal-

itarian society became more inter-

twined with the struggle for women’s
liberation. Let's look at the material

reasons for this.

By the 1840s. there was a change

in England and France, as women
began entering the world of waged
work outside of the household. The
family was being transformed due to

women’s increased economic inde-

pendence. The Utopian socialists

came on the scene. You can read

more about Charles Fourier. Robert

Owen and Saint-Simon in Engels’

work. Socialism: Utopian and Scien-

tific. Unlike Wollstonecraft. the socialist

Charles Fourier was intensely hostile to

the patriarchal family, which he viewed as

sexually oppressive. Fourier put forward

the idea of “socialist communities" and

the complete reconstruction of society.

He was uniquely responsible for making
the demand for the liberation of women
through the abolition of the nuclear fam-

ily an integral part of the socialist pro-

gram which the young Marx and Engels

inherited.

Flora Tristan—who is often errone-

ously called the founder of modern fem-

inism—was really a socialist who fought

for women workers and argued that

the oppression of women was directly

related to the oppression of the work-
ing class. She stated: "Almost the entire

world is against me, men because I am
demanding the emancipation of women.

education for middle-class women, so

they could be more loving and efficient

housewives, like good June Cleavers.

Here’s a quote which I remember made
me think, wow this old-style feminism

is messed up! "Would men but gener-

ously snap our chains, and be content

with rational fellowship instead of slav-

ish obedience, they would find us more
observant daughters, more affection-

ate sisters, more faithful wives, more
reasonable mothers—in a word, better

citizens."

Before we move on to the 19th cen-

tury. how many of you have seen the

famous 1830 painting of “Liberty Lead-

ing the People" by the French Roman-
tic artist Delacroix? It's the one where

Liberty is shown as this kind of robust

goddess-figure, this woman of the peo-

ple. striding bare-breasted with the

French flag in one hand and a musket in

S LIBERATION

^OCIALI5T%^LUTION!

iJf TitMTS /LiMiiS.'

^lALISI MtVULU//L
^l^TACtST LEAGU^/5.Y.C.

WV Photo

New York, 1988: Spartacist contingent protesting bigots' blockade of abortion clinics.

We publish below a

Youth Club class given by comrade

Laura Zamora in New York City on

February //.

When 1 was in high school. 1 drove

around in my used 1986 Toyota

Camry with a purple bumper sticker

that read: "Feminism is the radical

notion that women are people." This

now makes me laugh, but at the time

it spoke to my moral outrage that

women were not on an equal playing

field in society. Outrage over the lack

of sexual freedom, limited abortion

rights, lower wages, and the bur-

den of housework to which women
are subject. Disgust over the brutal

institutions and cultural reflections

of women’s oppression, like female

genital mutilation, honor killings and

the veil. Such a reality desperately

demanded a change.

Little did 1 know then that fem-

inism did not and could not offer a

program for the liberation of women.

Feminism aims largely to equalize

the position of upper class women
within the existing society by means

of education andA>r legislation. So,

one T-shirt 1 had in high school had

the picture of the capitol building and

the words: "Send a woman to D.C. for

a change.” The fact that Nancy Pelosi.

Hillary Clinton and Michelle Obama
have done nothing to advance the

interests of women or the oppressed

would be a glaring understatement. No
bourgeois politicians are allies in the fight

for women's rights because their class

interests are primary. That includes pre-

serving the main institution of women's
oppression, the repressive monogamous
family under the system of capitalism.

Bourgeois feminism has not, and never

had, the goal of fundamentally challeng-

ing this class-divided, unequal society.

In fact, the first challenge to the sexual

division of labor in society (the supposed

“innate" differentiation between men’s

and women’s roles) did not come from
liberal feminists, but from socialists.

Understanding the oppression of

women through the lens of Marxism
requires an examination of the mate-

rial—economic and institutional—way
in which society is organized. Marx said,

“'Liberation' is an historical and not a

mental act. and it is brought about by
historical conditions.” Society’s mores
and culture—on questions of marriage,

the family, the roles of men. women and
children—are not preordained, but must

be studied in their man-made historical

context. Emancipation means putting an
end to the economic system of capital-

ism. Thus, for Marxists, the liberation of

women cannot be separated from the lib-

eration of all the exploited and oppressed.

This means the abolition of private prop-

erty through a series of socialist revolu-

tions. That in turn would lay the basis for

an international collectivized economy
based on the highest level of technology

and science, enabling the replacement of

the social functions of the family.

Utopian Egalitarianism and
Women’s Liberation

Before Marx and Engels came on the

scene in the latter half of the 19th century.

A Marxist Analysis
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ihe properlied classes because I am
demanding the emancipation of the wage
earners.” Not only that, she advocated an
international workers organization over

20 years before the foundation of Marx's

International Workingmen’s Association,

the First International.

Proletarian Struggle for

Women's Rights

By 1848, Marx and Engels produced
the Communist Manifesto. This is the

classic text where they laid out the dif-

ferences between the propertied bourgeoi-

sie and the propertyless proletariat; they

argued that the way to replace old bour-

geois society—with its classes and class

antagonisms—is through a proletarian

revolution, leading eventually to the "free

development of all.” They also argued for

the abolition of the family—reduced by

the bourgeoisie, as they wrote, "to a mere

money relation”—and to pul an end to

"prostitution both private and public.”

Some 40 years later, Engels wrote The

Origin of the Family. Private Property,

and the State. This really provides the his-

torical analysis of the class origins of the

patriarchal family and women’s oppres-

sion. Engels’ work is subtitled "In the

Light of the Researches of Lewis H. Mor-

gan.” Morgan was an anthropologist who
lived with and studied the Iroquois Indi-

ans and his seminal work Ancient Society

dealt with the stages of primitive man.

Most importantly, it represented a break-

through by proving how the monogamous
family emerged with the origin of private

properly—in other words, the family is a

social phenomenon. Other leading social-

ists like Clara Zetkin and August Bebel

were also very influenced by Morgan's

groundbreaking research. In case you’re

curious, Morgan also influenced Darwin.

Engels describes how early hunter-

gatherer society was arranged in clans.

Marxists call this period of human society

"primitive communism” because classes

did not exist and society was generally

egalitarian. In this society, all descent

and blood relationships were determined

through the mother alone, a matriline,

also called “mother right” and members
were looked after by the group. There

was a division of labor between men and

women: men did most of the hunting and

women did most of the gathering, because

women's activity had to allow for preg-

nancy. nursing and childcare. But both

sexes worked to produce the goods nec-

essary for livelihood so they were equal.

This explodes the myth that the monog-
amous family is the only one that has

ever existed and that society has always

been divided into classes. Engels details

the evolution of marriage: how societies

had group marriage where all members
of one age group were married to each

other, which was later replaced by pair-

ing marriage and then ultimately by the

patriarchal family.

The critical change in the position of

women occurred as a result of the domes-

tication of animals and the development

of agriculture. Improved technology and

tools made possible the accumulation of a

surplus of grain and meat that meant peo-

ple could live beyond day-to-day survival.

Such new wealth led to the development

of the first great class division in society,

that between master and slave. In ancient

society, slaves were generally obtained as

a result of war with other tribes. As the

men had traditionally owned the hunting

implements, it was now they who owned

the new implements of labor and thus the

surplus product. Women could share in the

enjoyment, but they had no part in the own-

ership. The domestic labor of the woman,

which was previously a social service

granting her equality, no longer counted.

Engels stated: "The overthrow of mother-

right was the world historical defeat of the

female sex. The man took command in the

home also; the woman was degraded and

reduced to servitude, she became the slave

of his lust and a mere instrument for the

production of children."
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The Origin of the Family, Private Property, and the State by Friedrich Engels
(left) drew from anthropological study of Native Americans by Lewis Henry
Morgan (right) and laid bare the material roots of women’s oppression.

So alongside the cleavage of society

into classes, the separate, private family

became the economic unit of society.

The new economic surplus needed to be

secured, and it could be done through

inheritance, the guarantee that wealth

would be passed down through the

father to a select and privileged group.

This marks the start of the patriarchal,

monogamous family, created with the

explicit purpose of insuring the paternity

of the children and dictating strict meas-

ures to enforce women’s sexual chastity

before marriage and fidelity after. Why
else should it matter how many people

a woman has slept with or who is the

father of her children? With the advent of

the patriarchal family, monogamy only

applies to women. Adultery and prostitu-

tion arise as complementary institutions.

In this society now split between

freemen and slaves, exploiting rich and

exploited poor, weapons became monop-

olized by bodies of armed men. what is

referred to as the stale. While appearing

to stand above classes, the slate in reality

is the prime instrument whereby the dom-
inant economic class protects its property

rights and class rule. The ancient state

was that of the defense of the slave owners

against the slaves; the feudal slate was for

the nobility to repress the peasant serfs;

the modern “democratic” capitalist slate

with its cops, courts, prisons and laws is

the instrument of the capitalist class to

exploit and repress the working class.

When you think about how capital-

ism maintains the oppression of women,
it’s useful to consider the tripod, the

three major props: First, the state (the

armed instrument maintaining the rule

of the bourgeoisie); second, the family

(the means by which private property is

passed on in the case of bourgeois fam-

ilies and where the next generation of

workers is raised in the case of proletarian

families); and third, organized religion

—

which thrives on ignorance, enforces

backwardness and superstition and incul-

cates obedience to the established order.

The family, together with religion, serves

to socially regiment us, to instill a “moral-

ity” which forbids anything that deviates

one inch from married, heterosexual sex

for procreation only. Anti-woman and

anti-gay bigotry stem from the strong sex-

ual stereotypes that are required by the

traditional division of labor In the family.

The repression of youth arises because

under capitalism children are considered

the legal properly of their parents.

We call for full democratic rights for

gays, including the right of gay marriage

and divorce. We call for the decriminaliza-

tion of prostitution because the act of per-

forming sex for money is not a crime from

the standpoint of the working class, either

on the part of the prostitute or of the cli-

ent. Prostitution is something we regard as

a "crime without a victim," like drug use.

gambling, pornography, and gay sex— all

activities that are either illegal or heavily

regulated under capitalist law. In regards

to youth, we call for lowering the legal age

of adulthood with free education and a sti-

pend for those who don’t want to stay at

home. We are opposed to “squeal rules”

that deny minors the right to an abortion

without parental consent. We are also

opposed to the reactionary age of consent

laws that deny minors the right to decide if

they want to have sex. The only guideline

that ought to exist in sexual relations is that

of effective consent. If both parties know-

ingly consent, there is no crime.

Our positions on .sex are mainly in the

negative, that is. we want the government

to keep its nose (and any other part) out

of the bedroom. Sexuality is personal.

not political. The capitalist rulers are the

ones who politicize sexuality, victimizing

those who defy the norms. We defended

Michael Jackson against alleged "child

molestation” charges. As we wrote at the

time: "who better [for the state to target)

than a black man who sounds very fem-

inine. wears makeup, looks whiter than

many ’pedigreed’ whiles and openly

professes a love for sharing his bed with

gay president—which no doubt got him

some votes among the petty-bourgeois

gay rights milieu.

You may have noticed the Grammys
in January had this mass wedding cere-

mony and rapper Macklemore performed

his gay rights anthem. The context behind

gay marriage acceptance is contradictory.

Of course anyone ought to have the right

to marry. We socialists fight for a society

in which no one needs to be forced into

a legal siraiijacket in order to get medi-

cal benefits, visitation rights, custody of

children, immigration rights, or any of

the many privileges this capitalist society

grants to those, and only those, who are

in "holy matrimony.” At the same lime,

the gay marriage campaign is not about

people being more open to "free love.”

but largely about bourgeois respectability,

trying to fit same-sex relationships into

a "family values” context. In almost all

of Obama’s comments on the matter, you

will notice that he highlights gays being

in "committed” and “monogamous” rela-

tionships and praises their good parenting.

Marriage rights or not, gays, lesbians,

bisexuals and transgenders will continue

to face deadly bigotry in this homophobic

society. Insofar as the monogamous fam-

ily remains the central social institution

oppressing women, anti-gay bigotry flows

from the need to punish any deviations

from this patriarchal structure. The his-

tory of monogamous marriage in the U.S.

reveals its use as a tool of government

control, where those deemed “inferior”

were denied marriage rights, including

of course, black slaves. Native Americans

and polygamous Mormons. Still, why any-

one not under social pressure or economic

duress would voluntarily enter the bonds

of matrimony is somewhat of a mystery. I

like quoting the ACT UP activist Jim Eigo

who had it right on this question: "Why
are current mainstream gay organizations

working to strike a bargain with straight

society that will make some queers less

equal than others?... Marriage has no more

Los Angeles
rally in favor
of same-sex

marriage, 2006.
Gay rights

movement seeks
acceptance

for gays within

framework of

patriotism and
“family values."

pubescent, mostly white, boys?” (see

“Stop Vendetta Against Michael Jack-

son." lyVNo. 818, 23 January 2004). We
oppose the persecution of anyone who
engages in consensual inlergenerational

sex; uniquely on the left we defend NAM-
BLA, the North American Man-Boy Love

Association, which fights for the rights of

youth and opposes age of consent laws.

Marxism vs. Feminism

Our views on special oppression and on

sex are radically different from feminists

and libera! Democrats as well as those

who falsely call themselves socialists or

even revolutionaries. The capitalist Dem-
ocratic Party, despite its pretense to being

a defender of gay people, is a staunch

promoter of anti-gay “family values” and

brutal anti-sex witchhunts. For decades,

the Democrats opposed gay marriage. In

the last few years, as nearly everyone has

Jumped onto the gay marriage bandwagon.

Obama shifted from staunchly defending

DOMA (the Defense of Marriage Act) to

now defending same-sex marriage legis-

lation. He wa.s absurdly labeled the first

place in efforts to achieve equality than

slavery or the divine right of kings. At

Ihis juncture in history, wouldn’t it make
more sense for us to try to figure out how
to relieve heterosexuals of the outdated

shackles of matrimony?”

In class society, the ruling class which

owns the means of production also owns
the production of ideas, so mostly what you

see on the left is a reflection of this moral-

istic social climate which, in the U.S.. has a

“Christian values” bent. The feminists arc

notorious for lining up with some of the

most virulent reactionaries, allying with

religious fundamentalists calling to reg-

ulate pornography and sexual relations,

relying on the repressive stale to "protect”

women. The anti-porn, anti-sex campaign
has been adopted by the Maoists of the

Revolutionary Communist Party (RCP),

also known as the "Bob Avakian fan cult.”

In its “End Pornography” campaign, the

RCP claims that pornographic images are

the cause of rape, murder and other violent

crime.s against women. It also says that U.S.

culture has recently been “pornified.” as

continued on page 6
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Women’s
Oppression...
(continuedfrom page 5)

shown by—whai else?—teen sexting and

pole-dancing classes. This is nothing other

than the age-old nonsense that "women are

victims and can’t possibly enjoy sex"—or

porn for that matter, Echoing the Pope, the

RCP for years raised the slogan for “stable

monogamous relationships between men
and women." and until somewhat recently

disallowed gays in their organization.

The reformist left’s illusions in the cap-

italist Democrats as the so-called “friends

of the oppressed" are very acute in the

case of abortion. Feminists transformed

the fight for abortion rights into a

sanitized “pro-choice" movement that is

completely reliant on the ballot box and

mostly concerned with preserving for-

mal abortion rights for white upper- and

middle-class women. Meanwhile, attacks

against abortion rights in the U.S. have

escalated tremendously in the last two

decades. From 2010 to 2013. abortion

providers were forced to shut down at the

fastest rate since the time of Roe v. Wade
in 1973. There are fewer than 2.000 phy-

sicians who offer abortions, and nearly 90
percent of counties in the U.S. have no

abortion provider. The recent film After

Tiller shows the heroic struggle of four

of the last remaining late-term (third tri-

mester) abortion doctors in this country.

The assault on abortion not only takes

the form of the reign of terror and murders

of doctors by anti-abortion bigots and the

bombing of clinics. A slew of Republican-

dominated state legislation, like “fetal

rights” bills, aimed at chipping away and

eventually overturning all abortion rights

has arguably been even more effective. For

his part. Obama made clear his opposition

to mental health exceptions for late-term

abortion bans with the statement that a

woman’s rationale for an abortion cannot

be just because she feels “blue.”

Some popular Democrats like Wendy
Davis have opposed new anti-abortion leg-

islation like the law in Texas. But really,

the Democratic Party does not pretend to

fight for anything beyond preserving Roe
V. Wade, which legalized abortion but did

not make it generally available. The 1977

Hyde Amendment, supported by Demo-
crats, denied federal funds for abortions

for poor women. While rich women can

always get an abortion, for black. His-

panic. working class poor women—who
are more likely to have unwanted preg-

nancies— it means risking your life.

Why is abortion such an explosive issue

in this society? This safe and simple med-
ical procedure provides women control

over whether or not to have children; it is

viewed as a threat to the institution of the

family and raises the question of the equal-

ity of women pointblank. What is needed
is mass class and social struggle to ensure

that poor and working women have unre-

stricted access to abortion. For the rights

to abortion and contraception to mean
anything, the services must be free. Dem-
ocratic rights are always limited and tem-

porary under capitalism and can only be

wrested through determined class struggle.

Ultimately, only the destruction of capital-

ism can put an end to anti-woman reaction.

Women and Revolution

Let’s look at the woman question in

countries where capitalism has been over-

turned. After World War II, following the

victory of the Red Army over Nazi Ger-

many in 1945. the state machinery and

economic power of the German bourgeoi-

sie were smashed in the East and a stale

was founded based on socialized property

forms—in Marxist terms, a workers state.

This workers state was deformed from the

beginning because political power did

not rest with the working class but with

a Stalinist bureaucracy. Nonetheless.

East German women had the best status

in the world, and even feminists have had

to admit that. While women in capitalist

West Germany were learning how to be

good homemakers and mothers, in East

Germany women were employed, highly

skilled, highly educated. This reflects

the fact that the driving force in a collec-

tivized economy is not the generation of

profit. Therefore, the workers state was
able to generate full employment of both

men and women. Under capitalism, where

the goal is to make profit, the capitalists

found it useful to train women for skilled

industry during wartime, only to relegate

them once more to the home as the troops

returned.

I watched a documentary on YouT\ibe

the other day called, “Do Communists
Have Better Sex?” which is about the

differences regarding sexual education

and the situation for women between

West and East Germany. Women in East

Germany, known as the DDR. had free

contraception, accessible abortion and
the best maternity benefits. In the film,

you see clips showing how East German
women would go to the factories, drop off

their laundry and their children with—get

this—free childcare! This superior social

and economic position was reflected in

Schoolgirls
receive
Industrial

training in

East German
factory.

sexuality. One commentator in the film

notes that East German women “ruled in

bed” while the church and prudery con-

tinued to define the norm for women in

the West. In the 1960s on slate television

in the DDR, masturbation was talked

about openly. Compare that to sexual edu-

cation in the U.S. today, which preaches

abstinence, instills fear and guilt and rein-

forces stereotyping.

That’s not to say that conditions in East

Germany were picture perfect. The idea

that you can build "socialism in one coun-

try” is a Stalinist myth: there is no way
to have an egalitarian social order on the

basis of material scarcity in an isolated

country—or in this case, half a country.

The parasitic bureaucracy was hideously

politically repressive; moreover it under-

mined and disorganized the collectivized

economy. Women in the DDR were still

responsible for a lot of the housework

(the "second shift”) and the Stalinists

resurrected the family as a norm, called

the "socialist family." a contradiction in

terms. Still, the reintroduction of capital-

ism in 1990 was devastating: it stripped

East German women of their economic
and social independence, pulling them out

of the workforce, bulldozing the health

system, dismantling social programs and

attacking abortion rights. In a country

where women had such high status, cap-

italist counterrevolution produced wide-

spread immiseration, as it has throughout

the ex-Soviet bloc.

I focused on this example because I

wanted to drive home another point that

was relevant to me personally. To put an

end to women’s oppression, you have to

see things through the lens of class. When
I was in college and started to get frus-

trated with my Women’s Studies classes

because of their non-challenge to the sta-

tus quo, I desperately wanted to merge my
passion for the struggle of all layers of the

downtrodden with my passion for wom-
en’s rights. 1 flirted with the idea of pursu-

ing socialist feminism, thinking that these

were both for the liberation of women as

“two paths of the same struggle.”

But in reality, feminism and Marxism
are counterposed—they are based on dif-

ferent cla.sses. Feminism is a species of

bourgeois ideology; individuals or groups

who try to push "proletarian feminism”

are providing a revolutionary cover to

a fundamentally liberal program. They

either think that after socialist revolu-

tion men will still be violent, anti-woman

creatures; in other words, all men (not

the ruling classes) are the main enemy.

Or they think Marxist theory is not suf-

ficient to champion women’s rights and

fight against special oppression. 1 hope 1

have proven here how. as Marxists, we are

inherently women’s liberationists.

Alexandra Kollontai. an early Bolshe-

vik revolutionary, stated in her 1909 work.

The Social Basis ofthe Woman Question :

"For what reason, then, should the woman
worker seek a union with the bourgeois

feminists? Who. in actual fact, would

stand to gain in the event of such an alli-

ance? Certainly not the woman worker.

She is her own saviour; her future is in her

own hands. The working woman guards

her class interests and is not deceived

by great speeches about the 'world all

women share.' The working woman must

not and does not forget that while the aim
of bourgeois women is to secure their

own welfare in the framework of a soci-

ety antagonistic to us. our aim is to build,

in the place of the old. outdated world,

a bright temple of universal labour, com-
radely solidarity and joyful freedom...."

Kollontai wrote this one year after the

first celebration of International Wom-
en’s Day. Though bourgeois feminists

may celebrate the holiday, it is. in fact,

a workers' holiday. It started in Man-
hattan on 8 March 1908 when women

workers marched for an eight-hour day.

an end to child labor and for women’s
suffrage. On International Women’s Day
in Russia. 1917. women textile workers
took to the streets of Petrograd and led

a strike of over 90.000 workers. Women
were demanding bread for their starving

families and peace due to the devastating

effects of World War I. This strike opened
the doors to the victory of the first suc-

cessful proletarian revolution in history

under the leadership of the Bolshevik
Party.

Now to conclude on the lessons of
history. Prior to the 1917 Russian Revo-
lution. the largely peasant country under
the Tsar treated women like beasts of
burden; ignorance and illiteracy were
the norm and superstition was endemic.
When the repressive Tsar was toppled,

and the landlords' and capitalists swept
aside, the working class took state power
and ruled in its own interests, expro-
priating the bourgeoisie as a class. The
Bolsheviks put into practice a number
of crucial measures moving toward the

liberation of women. Women won full

political and legal rights, getting voting

rights before women in the U.S. Marriage
and divorce were made simple and easy
matters of civil registration; discrimina-

tion against children born out of wedlock
and laws against homosexuality were
abolished; abortion was legalized; equal

pay for equal work was established and
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The 1917 Russian Revolution;
When the Workers Took Power

university of Illinois-Chicago
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Tuesday, March 25, 7 p.m.

The Russian Revolution of 1917
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to the October Revolution
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Bolshevik leader Alexandra Kollon-
tai addressing participants at First
All-Russian Women Workers Con-
gress, November 1918.
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Sawant...
(continuedfrom page 3)

on what SAlt terms its "historic victory”

for socialism.

One example is in heavily unionized,

industrial Lorain County. Ohio, where

two dozen city councilors organized as

the Independent Labor Parly—a creation

of the county’s Central Labor Council

—

won the election. The campaign emerged

out of disaffection with local Democrats

who had carried out a series of attacks on

organized labor. Labor Notes (4 December

2013) approvingly quoted one Machinist

who admonished: "Running independent

wasn’t our first choice, but hopefully this

can help bring the Democratic leaders to

their senses.”

Meanwhile, in early January, the Chi-

cago Teachers Union (CTU) created an

"Independent Political Organization" with

the purpose of supporting "progressive”

candidates in the upcoming Illinois elec-

tions. According to the ISO. whose sup-

porters are in the CTU leadership, the goal

of such a formation is to unite unions with

nonprofit, liberal and community organi-

zations to defend public education against

recent attacks led by Chicago's Democratic

mayor Rahm Emanuel. The same teach-

ers union—which has long worked with

Democratic Parly-allied organizations

—

just endorsed a Democrat for stale repre-

sentative in the 26th District of Illinois.

Socialism: What It Is

and What It Is Not

Liberal and ostensibly radical commen-
tators have been abuzz with optimism that

there is a fresh opening to socialist ideas.

They cite a recent poll that a majority of

young people aged 18-29 view socialism

in a favorable light. Drowning in student

debt, pessimistic about employment and

deprived of affordable health care, many
young people associate “socialism" with

government reforms providing some
degree of relief—like free medical care

or subsidized higher education.

Sawant promoted a social-democratic

model of socialism consistent with such

beliefs, a type of “capitalism light” mod-

eled after the European welfare slates. She

commented in a Salon.com interview (18

November 2013) that a country like Fin-

land has “elements of socialism” due to

its funding of public education and strong

teachers' unions. On the contrary, social-

ism is a system where the bourgeoisie, the

owners of industry and of finance capital,

has been thrown out of power and the work-

ers have become the new ruling class. The
working people control the economy and

the state, which is an institution enforcing

class domination—presently the domina-
tion of the capitalist class, under socialism

that of the proletariat. Socialist revolution

lays the basis for rationally planned econ-

omies based on production for need, not

profit, and for qualitative development of

the productive forces, opening the road to

the elimination of scarcity and to the cre-

ation of an egalitarian society.

Of course, the idea of "socialized medi-

cine" such as exists in countries like Can-

ULION P
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Josh On

December 2005: Todd Chretien (foreground, third from right) launches can-
didacy on capitalist Green Party ticket outside Democratic Senator Dianne
Feinstein's San Francisco office.

ada is appealing in comparison to being

bled by the American health care giants

and drug companies. But one need only

look at the Scandinavian countries, tra-

ditionally governed by social democrats,

that are. alas, still run for the purpose of

class exploitation for private profit, No
less than here the working people suffer

in the grip of capitalist economic contrac-

tion: unemployment, bosses relentlessly

trying to drive down wages and push the

worst-paid workers deeper into poverty,

anti-immigrant racism and growth of fas-

cisiic parties, etc.

"Sewer Socialism”

At the end of the 19th century and early

20th century, the "sewer socialists" sought

to give socialism a "respectable” veneer

through local electoral campaigns. Repre-

sented notoriously by Victor Berger’s Mil-

waukee section within the right wing of the

Socialist Parly (SP), these ministers and

professionals elected to office promoted

a program of municipal reform—every-

thing from aid to schools and playgrounds

to equitable taxation to better sewer sys-

tems and the suppression of vice. Nearly

indistinguishable from those in the bour-

geois Progressive movement, their plat-

forms were about cleaning up capitalism

and ushering in an "honest" government.

1918 campaign poster for “sewer
socialist” Victor Berger.

Of course a century ago. American

capitalism was a rising power; at that time

it was in the overall best interests of the

system for the bourgeoisie to invest more

resources in the infrastructure of cities

as well as in education and public health

measures necessary for a productive

working class—and they had the where-

withal to do so.

James P. Cannon was part of the SP's

left wing that fought against the trend of

"sewer socialism." (He later went on to

identify with the Russian October Rev-

olution of 1917 and helped to found the

American Communist movement and in

1928 the American Trotskyist movement.)

In a 1956 article on SP leader Eugene

Debs. Cannon motivated the need for a

revolutionary party, writing;

"The Socialist Party of Debs' time has

to be judged, not for its failure to lead

a revolution, but for its failure to work
with that end in view.... Socialism sig-

nifies and requires the revolutionary

transformation of society; anything less

than that is mere bourgeois reform. A
socialist party deserves the name only

to the extent that it acts as the conscious

agency in preparing the workers for the

necessary social revolution."

— Printed in The First Ten Years

ofAmerican Communism (1962)

In an entirely counlerposed spirit, the

"independent” campaigns of SAll and

Sawant enthusiasts aim not to mobilize

the working class in a struggle for social-

ism. but to influence politicians to push for

reforms that in no way threaten capitalism.

Under capitalism, even when reforms are

won the bosses always look to lake them

back at the earliest opportunity. The way
decent wages for auto workers, longshore-

men. truck drivers and others were won in

this country was through bitter strike strug-

gles. Not all strikes were won. but when

they were, such victories were not based

on the false partnership between labor and

capital but on mobilizing the workers in

hard class struggle involving the use of mil-

itant (often “illegal") tactics such as mass

picketing, plant occupations and sympathy

strikes. Racial and ethnic divisions were

consciously combated and overcome in the

course of common class struggle.

The main obstacle preventing indepen-

dent class mobilizations in the U.S. has

been illusions in the Democrats, pushed

centrally by the sellout union leader-

ship. SAlt marches behind the conserva-

tive labor lops who throw union money
into Democratic politicians’ coffers while

lobbying for a "fairer" tax system and a

higher minimum wage. While we would

be in favor of any law or measure to raise

the pathetic minimum wage, hard labor

Struggles are what can actually force

wage Increases from employers—which

might actually “tax the rich” a little’

Reformists in the Service of

Bourgeois "Democracy”

SAIt's program is in accord with its

British parent organization, now named
the Socialist Party, the leading group

within the Committee for a Workers'

International (CWI), that spent over four

decades of its existence buried deep within

the British Labour Party. From 1983 to

1987. its forebears in the Militant tendency

held executive power on the Liverpool City

Council. In a September article on SAIt’s

Web site. Tom Crean boasts how they

played the leading role in the establishment

of a "socialist majority” on the city coun-

cil. Crean does not mention how. when the

central government of Margaret Thatcher’s

Tories cut funding to former industrial cen-

ters plagued by unemployment, the Liver-

pool council dealt with its "budget" prob-

lems by handing out 31.000 layoff notices.

(And this as the miners strike of 1984-85

was raging in the coal mines of England

and Wales—the biggest class battle since

the British general strike of 1926.) Such a

move was naturally met with outrage by

the municipal unions, and the CWI lived

to regret this "tactical error” (their words).

The British Labour Party defined itself

against the Russian Revolution, adopting

its famous "Clause IV” in 1918 as a con-

scious effort to undercut the appeal of

Bolshevism to advanced workers. Clause

IV says that the aim of the parly is to

increasingly nationalize the economy,

presenting public ownership in a capital-

ist economy as the way to incrementally

achieve "socialism.” Today the British

reformist left revolves around defense of

the politics of “old” Labourism against the

"New Labour” Party, which has spent over

a decade jettisoning its historic organ-

izational ties to the unions. For Social-

ist Alternative and its British cothinkers,

capitalist nationalizations and defense

of "welfare slate” measures against neo-

liberal austerity are pretty much the max-
imum program.

The spectacle of "socialists” seeking

to administer capitalism on behalf of the

bourgeois rulers has a long and sordid his-

tory. Today with consciousness at a low

ebb. it is all the more important to point to

the real road to the emancipation of all the

oppressed. With the October Revolution

of 1917, the proletariat under Bolshevik

leadership overthrew capitalism, provid-

ing a model for workers and the oppressed

seeking emancipation all over the world.

It is the task of revolutionary Marxists to

keep alive the lessons of this conquest of

proletarian stale power while exposing

the parliamentary illusions pushed by

those claiming to be socialists.!

women were trained as skilled workers.

The Bolsheviks created the department

of the Central Committee for work among
women, known as Zhenotdel. and estab-

lished communal kitchens, laundries and

childcare centers, laying the basis for the

replacement of the family. The Zhenotdel

developed a system of "delegate meet-

ings" of women workers elected by their

factory co-workers, designed as a school

in politics and liberation. In addition to

the journal Kommunistka, the Zhenot-

del published women's pages in many
national and local party newspapers,

encouraging working-class women to be-

come correspondents and reporters.

The Bolsheviks under Lenin and

Trotsky knew that the only way forward

to raising the material conditions of the

masses was by extending the revolution

internationally, especially to countries

of advanced industrial development. The
young workers state faced grim poverty

following the ravages of World War I and

a civil war against counterrevolutionary

forces which were backed by imperialist

armies intent on crushing the revolution.

The lack of successful revolutions else-

where and the ensuing isolation paved

the way for the rise of a conservative

bureaucracy headed by Stalin, which

reversed many of the liberating advances

the revolution had gained for women.
Nevertheless, the Bolsheviks' fight for

the emancipation of women, despite the

later Stalinist degeneration which began

in the 1920s, is a testimony to what a

world socialized economy could give to

the exploited and oppressed worldwide.

We unconditionally militarily defended

the Soviet degenerated workers slate and
the deformed workers states of East-

ern Europe against imperialist attack

and internal counterrevolution precisely

because of the gains of their planned

economies. At the same time, we called

for proletarian political revolutions to oust

the Stalinist bureaucracies, to return to

the Leninist program of. workers democ-

racy and revolutionary internationalism.

Today, the Bolshevik program for the

emancipation of women is carried for-

ward by the International Communist
League, of which the Spartacisl League
is the U.S. section. The full liberation of

women and the rest of the oppressed can

only come about in a classless society in

which the enormous productive social and

economic forces are put in the service of

humanity, rather than in the pockets of

the capitalist class. After socialist revolu-

tion, we know that organized religion, the

bourgeois family and the state pass into

the museums of ancient history. But what
will this new society look like? I’ll leave

that for another class. But I wjll leave you

with one of my favorite quotes from The
Origin of the Family. Private Property,

and the State. Keep in mind that this was

written over 100 years ago, but it encap-

sulates a key element of what could be

desired for the future:

"What we can now conjecture about
the way in which sexual relations will

be ordered after the impending overthrow
of capitalist production is mainly of a

negative character, limited for the most
part to what will disappear. But what
will there be new? That will be answered
when a new generation has grown up:

a generation of men who never in their

lives have known what it is to buy a wom-
an’s surrender with money or any other
social instrument of power; a generation

of women who have never known what it

is to give themselves to a man from any
other considerations than real love, or to

refuse to give themselves to their lover

from fear of the econorriic consequences.
When these people are in the world, they
Will care precious little what anybody
today thinks they ought to do; they will

make their own practice and their corre-

sponding public opinion about the prac-

tice of each individual—and that will be
the end of it

"
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Reuters Oleksty Radynski
Left: Leader of fascist Right Sector, Dmytro Yarosh, addressing rally In Kiev's Maidan (square), February 21. Right: Con-
federate and white-supremacist Celtic cross flags hanging next to fascist Svoboda banner In Kiev City Hall, December.

Crimea...
(continuedfrom page I

)

Today, this cesspool of Na/i skinheads,

soccer hooligans and other fascist scum
holds a number of positions in the Ukrainian

government, including deputy prime minis-

ter. prosecutor general and minister of de-

fense. The deputy national security leader

is the head of the Right Sector. Now those

same fascist bands are to become the core

of the country’s military as the new regime

sets out to rebuild the armed forces "effec-

tively from scratch." mobilizing the fascist

shock troops into a militia to be integrated

into the Ukrainian armed forces.

Crimea Is Russian

As we made clear in "Ukraine Coup:
Spearheaded by Fascists. Backed by U.S./

EU Imperialists" (WVNo. 1041. 7 March),

we support the Russian intervention into

Crimea so long as special rights for the

overwhelmingly Muslim Tatar minority

are implemented. In fact, on March 1 1 the

Crimean Parliament passed a bill granting

official language rights and proportional

representation in its government to the

Tatars, while pledging to provide funds

for the repatriation of the Crimean Tatars

expelled from the peninsula by Stalin in

1944. However, as we explained in that

article, if Russia uses the intervention into

Crimea to deepen the oppression of the

Tatars it would be unprincipled for Marx-
ists to support it.

It was perfectly reasonable for Crimea's

Russian-speaking population, which has

chafed under the yoke of Ukrainian rule

since the collapse of the Soviet Union, to

be deeply alarmed by the coup in Ukraine
and the rise of a new. Western-backed
regime infested with anti-Russian fascists.

Virtually the first act of the Ukrainian par-

liament was to proscribe the use of Rus-
sian as an official language, a proscription

that has been subsequently vetoed by the

president in deference to the U.S.’s effort

to portray the coup as the epitome of
"democracy.”

The Western imperialists and their

media loudly howl about Russian “aggres-
sion" in Crimea. But reality has sabotaged
the rhetoric. Putin’s intervention is essen-

tially defensive, including to protect Rus-
sia’s Black Sea Fleet based in Sevastopol.

The Russian "invasion" is a chimera and
the intervention remains popular with the

vast majority of the Crimean populace.
The buildup to the referendum took place
without serious incident. The legions of
Western reporters dispatched to Crimea
to uncover atrocities against the Tatar and
other minorities there have little to show.
Our position on Russian forces in Crimea

stems from the basic Leninist principle

that the right of self-determination applies
to the peoples of all nations, including
those of great powers like Russia, The
intervention of Russian troops into Crimea
simply allowed the expression of self-

determination for that region. There is no
distinct “Crimean nation”; the majority of
its population is actually Russian and has
long sought—whether under the guise of
independence or autonomy—greater lies

to Russia, including reincorporation into

the state. The referendum that the imperi-
alists have decreed “illegal’’ merely codi-
fied the reality that Crimea is Russian. And
even that simple codification would not
have taken place if not for the presence of
Russian troops. The vitriol of the Western
imperialists against the Russian interven-
tion is but a cynical cover for the oppressive
politics of their Ukrainian quislings. It is

belied by the inability of Crimea’s residents
to even hold a referendum to express their
will to separate from Ukraine until now.

In our last article, we noted that "in
1991. an attempt by local inhabitants to

hold a referendum on Crimea's indepen-
dence was indefinitely banned by the
Ukrainian authorities.” In fact, another
attempt in 1992. which asked whether
voters wanted Crimea returned to Russia,
was also declared illegal by the Ukrainian
government. Threats by Ukraine’s Parlia-

ment forced the Crimean Parliament to

back down that August from its referen-

dum on independence.

8

Pro-Russian Crimean forces attempted,

yet again, to have another referendum
in 1994. this time posing three ques-

tions focused on greater autonomy within

Ukraine. Kiev once again intervened, first

downgrading the referendum to a consulta-

tive vote and then banning it altogether. The
vole went ahead anyway, with overwhelm-
ing support for autonomy, including nearly

83 percent of voters backing a provision

allowing Crimean residents to hold dual

citizenship (Russian as well as Ukrainian).

The following year, as conflict between
Ukraine and Crimea heated up. several

Crimean parliamentary deputies threat-

ened to hold a referendum on reunification

with Russia. In response, the Ukrainian

parliament annulled Crimea’s constitution,

abolished its presidency, moved to disarm
the presidential guard and began criminal

proceedings against Crimea’s president at

the lime. Yuri Meshkov.

The 1996 Ukrainian constitution effec-

tively abolished any possibility for Crimean
self-determination, as it required a nation-

wide referendum to change the borders

of Ukraine. There has been much ado in

the Western media about the absence of
a choice for the status quo on the ballot

employed in the current referendum. The
choices posed were federation with Rus-
sia or restoration of the 1992 Crimean
constitution, which defined Crimea as an
autonomous part of Ukraine. This consti-

tution is portrayed by the Western media
as assuring Russian control of Crimea.
This is a lie. It merely allowed the res-

idents of Crimea considerable freedom,
including some lies with Russia. The dif-

ference between the choices on the ballot

and the status quo is precisely between
having the right to self-determination and
having that right proscribed.

Our position on the Russian interven-

tion into Crimea does not entail the slight-

est political support to Putin's capitalist

regime, which itself brutally oppresses
national minorities, such as the Chechen
population, within the borders of Russia.

As we explained last issue. “In intervening

into Crimea. Putin is seeking to defend
the interests of capitalist Russia against

the Western imperialists, who are aiming
to establish a client slate on his border. At
the same time, in the context of increas-

ing hostilities against ethnic Russians

in Ukraine, Russia’s realpoUtik military

maneuvers intersect the very real national

fears faced by Russians in Crimea.”
This is hardly the first time that a bour-

geois regime has carried out a democratic

reform—including as a response to popu-
lar pressure—for its own purposes. Marx-
ists support democratic reforms beneficial

to working people and the oppressed—not

simply regarding national rights, but also

other rights, such as abortion for women,
democratic rights for gays, voting rights for

black people in the U.S.. etc. But we do so
from the perspective of proletarian inde-

pendence, maintaining political opposition

to the bourgeois forces that may be forced

by events to carry out such acts. To aban-
don support for such reforms under the

guise that these provide a gilding to reac-

tionary capitalist rule would be to abandon
the possibility of mobilizing the working
class in struggle for socialist revolution.

Thus, in advocating the right of self-

determination—whether for Russians in

Crimea or for the Chechen people, who
are victims of Great Russian chauvin-
ism—our aim is to get the national ques-
tion off the agenda in order to foster unity
of the proletariat across national lines. As
Marxists, we oppose the poison of nation-
alism and tight for the class unity of the
workers in fighting to overthrow all the
bloody capitalist regimes of the region.

Running Dogs for
Western Imperialism

It is to be expected that the U.S. and
European imperialists denounce the Rus-
sian intervention and the Crimean refer-

endum. In this, they arc joined by reform-
ist leftists who march in lockstep behind
their imperialist rulers as they vilify Rus-
sia as the greatest evil on earth today, just
as these reformists did when the Western
imperialists targeted Bosnia and .Serbia in
the 1990s.

A case in point is a March 4 statement
by Peter Taaffe's Committee for a Workers’

International (CWI). whose sister group

in the U.S. is Socialist Alternative. In the

statement, the CWI graciously concedes

that “the Crimea should have the right of

self-determination, if it so desires." while

warning that “what is happening now will

not lead to genuine self-determination; it

will only mean that Crimea becomes a Rus-

sia protectorate." Ergo, self-determination

for the people of Crimea “will not be pos-

sible under capitalism, with its poverty,

joblessness and exploitation and due to the

competing elites playing the ‘divide and
rule’ card. Only a workers' government,
replacing rotten capitalism with a society

run in the interests of the working masses,

can ensure the rights of all nationalities

and minorities are protected.”

The logic of the CWI’s statement is

made explicit by a March 2 statement by
its sister group in Russia, which declares:

“Russian Imperialism—Out of Crimea!”
and "No Referendum in Crimea at gun-
point!” Likewise, a statement by the Rus-
sian Socialist Movement, associated with
the United Secretariat (USec)—supported
in the U.S. by Socialist Action—raises

the call: “No Intervention by the Armies
of Russia or Any Other Countries in the
Affairs of Crimea!"

All this is little more than a left-sounding

cover for the U.S./EU position that a vote
for self-determination in Crimea is invalid

because the U.S./EU imperialists say it is

invalid. What the CWI eschews is exactly
what is proscribed by the Western imperi-
alist powers; the right of the people of the
Crimea to vote to affiliate with Russia. For
these social democrats, self-determination
is valid only when it has the imprimatur
of their rulers.

Certainly, these reformists did not ful-

minate about "gunpoints” during the 1999
U.S./NATO terror war against Serbia,
carried out by the Democratic Clinton
administration in the name of stopping
"ethnic cleansing” in Kosovo. Much of
the reformist left internationally beat the
drums for “human rights" imperialism
on behalf of "poor, little Kosovo.” with
some even supporting direct imperialist
intervention. The CWI raised the call.

"Self-determination for Kosova!” even as
bombs were falling on Serbia. The USec
went even further, calling for military
intervention into Kosovo by the Organi-
zation for Security and Cooperation in

Europe a military bloc dominated by
European powers—or the United Nations.
As Marxists, we have historically de-

fended the right of .self-determination of
the Kosovo Albanians, including the right
to form their own state or to integrate into
a greater Albania. But in the buildup to
and during the U.S./NATO war. the strug-
gle for Kosovar self-determination had
become subordinated to the need to stand
for the military defense of Serbia against
imperialist attack without giving any
political support to the revanchist regime
in Belgrade. NATO forces supplanted
the Serbian army as the effective state
power in Kosovo following the 1999 war.
and sham independence” was declared
in 2008 as a diplomatic provocation, not
lea.st against Russia. To this day. the U.S.
maintains Camp Bondsteel in Kosovo
as the largest military base built by the
U.S. in Europe since the Vietnam War. To
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From the Archives of Marxism

Soviet Power and the Liberation of Ukraine

Gosizdat

Top: Red Army soldiers in Kiev, 1919. Bottom; Communist youth detachment,
fighting for Soviet power, in Poltava prior to dispatch to Ukraine’s southern
front during Civil War, 1920. Placard at right reads: "Crimea Must Be Taken
No Matter What."

Following the October 1917 prole-

tarian seizure of power, the fledgling

Soviet workers state in Russia sought to

advance the revolutionary struggles of

the exploited and oppressed across the

former tsarist empire and beyond, One
such example is given by Mikhail Pav-

lovich's report on the national and colo-

nial questions at the First Congress of the

Peoples of the East, held in September

1920 in Baku, capital of Soviet Azerbai-

jan. It is published in To See the Dawn:
Baku. 1920—First Congress of the Peo-

ples of the East (Pathfinder, 1993).

The excerpt of the report printed

below focuses on Ukraine, a major arena

at the lime in the bloody civil war pitting

the Red Army against counterrevolution-

ary forces backed by the imperialist pow-

ers. In that country, the class conflict was
heavily overlaid with national antago-

nisms. especially between east and west,

posing special tasks for the Bolsheviks.

The vast bulk of ethnic Ukrainians were

peasants or rural villagers. The peas-

antry in the west of the country largely

toiled under a Polish landed aristocracy,

with Jewish merchants serving as mid-

dlemen and moneylenders, while in the

east the tsars had subjected the popula-

tion to forced Russification. As a result,

rural toilers were saturated with strong

anti-Polish and anti-Semitic as well as

anti-Russian prejudices. Meanwhile, the

core of Bolshevik support in Ukraine

was the heavily Russian industrial prole-

tariat and large urban Jewish communi-
ties in the east.

Pavlovich contrasts the suffering of

the Ukrainian peasantry under the likes

of imperialist-backed nationalist leader

Simon Petlyura. notorious for his massacre

of Jews in the west, to the liberating bea-

con of Soviet Russia, which championed
full and equal rights for all nations within

the former tsarist “prison house of peo-

ples." After the October Revolution, many
governments were formed in Ukraine,

with Petlyura heading up a series of capi-

talist “Ukrainian People's Republics.” The
first of these regimes was overthrown with

the assistance of the Red Army, bringing

to power a Ukrainian Soviet government

in January 1918. It lasted until March
when German occupying forces swept

across the country and installed a puppet

government under the reactionary hetman
[Cossack military commander] Skoro-

padsky. Subsequently, in the lead-up to

the 1920 Soviet-Polish war. Petlyura made
an anti-Soviet bloc with Polish nationalist

Jozef Pilsudski. ceding Ukraine’s western

territories to Poland.

The future envisioned by Pavlovich,

one freed of backwardness and national

oppression, was perverted by the Stalinist

bureaucratic degeneration of the Soviet

workers state. Having wrested political

control from the proletariat in 1923-24.

Stalin and his successors dumped the

Bolsheviks' internationalist traditions and

whipped up Great Russian chauvinism as

an ideological glue for their brittle rule.

Stalin’s many crimes included dissolv-

ing the Crimean Autonomous Republic

and the Chechen and Ingush autonomous

regions. The entire Chechen and Ingush

populations, along with Crimean Tatars

and Volga Germans, were .deported to

Central Asia during World War II.

Nonetheless, the Soviet Union remained

a workers state embodying the historic

gains of the October Revolution, namely

the planned economy and collectivized

property, which made possible an alloca-

tion of resources that brought about a rel-

ative equality between the various repub-

lics making up the USSR, easing historic

national tensions. One need only look at

the economic and cultural development

and the great strides in education and the

advancement of women that occurred in

Soviet Central Asia, which prior to 1917

was a precapitalist backwater. The final

undoing of the Soviet Union in 1991-92

and the creation of distinct capitalist states

unleashed nationalist hatreds and rivalries

and sparked bloody communal slaughter,

such as between Azerbaijan and Armenia.

Putin’s murderous colonial occupation of

Chechnya was an expression of the revival

of the Great Russian oppressor.

Before his death in 1927, Pavlovich

himself played a role in the Bolshevik

effort to modernize Soviet Central Asia.

A former Menshevik who had joined the

Bolshevik Party at the time of the Octo-

ber Revolution, he coined the slogan “To

Moscow, not Mecca!" as part of his focus

on winning the Muslim world to embrace

Soviet power in the struggle against colo-

nial rule. In his Baku report, Pavlovich

wrongly refers to tsarist Russia as a “col-

ony." In fact. Russia fell somewhere half-

way between the great Imperialist powers

and the colonies. Thus, as Trotsky put it

in The History of the Russian Revolution,

Russia paid “for her right to be an ally of

advanced countries, to import capital and

pay interest on it—that is. essentially, for

her right to be a privileged colony of her

allies—but at the same time for her right

to oppress and rob Turkey. Persia. Galicia,

and in general the countries weaker and

more backward than herself’ (1932).

*

This colonial question, the question of

the partition of Asia, is the mainspring of

the bitter war that the capitalist world has

been waging against Soviet Russia since

the first day of the October revolution.

Russia alarms the countries of the capi-

talist world as a beacon, a guiding star,

summoning all people of courage to the

struggle for a new order. It alarms them
because of its many millions of inhabi-

tants and its extraordinary wealth in natu-

ral endowments and sources of raw mate-

rial and because it is no longer content to

remain, as under the tsars, a semicolony

of Anglo-Franco-Belgian capital. Even
beyond this. Soviet Russia also inspires

fear and dread in world imperialism as

a colony that has freed itself from for-

eign oppression. By its very example it

summons the enslaved East to fight for

freedom. Its whole internal policy toward

the backward nations contributes to the

awakening and development in the East of

a striving for national self-determination.

And not only this, for it also renders real

aid to the backward and oppressed peo-

ples living outside the borders of Russia

in their struggle against rapacious inter-

national capital {Applause)....

Who cannot see the difference between

our workers' and peasants’ socialist feder-

ation and the brigand capitalist empires?

The "free constitution" of Britain holds

the 300 million people of India, who have

for so long groaned under the British

yoke, in harsh slavery, strangling them.

Republican France cruelly suppresses

the slightest manifestation of desire for

freedom and national self-determination

in Morocco, in Algeria, in Indochina, in

all its colonies. The great transatlantic

republic, the United States, still refuses to

recognize the independence of Cuba and
the Philippines, for whose supposed liber-

continued on page 10

promote the struggle for Kosovo’s inde-

pendence amid the U.S./NATO onslaught

against Serbia would have amounted to

support to the imperialists’ predatory

aims against that country.

In the case of Crimea today, there is

no war to which the national question

is subordinated. Contrary to the claims

of the Western imperialists, their kept

media and leftist hangers-on. the Russian

intervention into Crimea is not an act of

military aggression into a “foreign coun-

try," But for these reformists, the reality

is irrelevant. Simply put. they oppose

the Crimean referendum for the same
reason they supported Kosovar "inde-

pendence” under the auspices r>f Western

imperialism: they ape their imperialist

masters.

For New October Revolutions!

The reformist left long ago made its

peace with imperialism. This found its

greatest expression when they lined up

alongside the forces of counterrevolution

in the Soviet Union. CWI members lit-

erally stood on the barricades of coun-

terrevolution. joining Boris Yeltsin’s

capitalist-restorationist forces when he

grabbed power in August 1991. For its

part, the USec supported every coun-

terrevolutionary and nationalist move-
ment in the USSR, including embrac-

ing the fascistic fringe of the Baltic

nationalist movements, which sought

capitalist restoration in the guise of

"self-determination.”

In contrast, we Trotskyists fought for

the unconditional military defense of the

Soviet workers state against imperialism

and counterrevolution. And we fought for

this despite and against the misrule of the

Stalinist bureaucratic caste that under-

mined the foundations of the workers

stale and opened the door to counterrev-

olution. not least by abandoning the Bol-

shevik struggle for international socialist

revolution and adopting the lie of build-

ing "socialism in one country." We fought

for a working-class political revolution to

oust the Stalinist bureaucracy and replace

it with a regime based on soviet democ-
racy and revolutionary internationalism.

The liberating vision of the Bolshevik

Party of Lenin and Trotsky that led the

1917 October Revolution—which included

the right of self-determination for all the

peoples of the former tsarist empire

—

was grotesquely perverted by the Stalin-

ist bureaucracy that consolidated polit-

ical power beginning in 1923-24. This

included the horrendous suffering faced

by Crimea’s Tatars at the hands of Sta-

lin. who forcibly deported the population

from the region near the end of the Second
World War. At the same lime, the exis-

tence of a socialized economy with cen-

tral planning provided the material basis

to achieve full employment, medical care

for all and other gains, which undercut the

most virulent forms of bourgeois national-

ism and anti-Semitism that are fueled by

the discontents of capitalist society.

The destruction of the Soviet workers
stale brought untold miseries and horrors

to the peoples of the first working-class

republic. It has led to a sharp intensifica-

tion of communalism and a proliferation

of national hatreds, pitting working peo-
ple against one another. Notwithstanding

Russia's occasional abilities to hamper
U.S. imperialism’s ambition, gone is the

USSR as a counterweight to U.S. impe-
rialism as it rides roughshod over the

peoples of the world. Proletarian class

consciousness has been thrown back dras-

tically. such that, for example, the work-

ing class of the land of the October Rev-

olution no longer identifies socialism as

its liberating ideal. The crucial task fac-

ing revolutionaries is to forge Bolshevik

parties committed to the struggle against

imperialism and all manifestations of

nationalism, charting a course of inde-

pendent working-class struggle leading to

the fight for new October Revolutions.
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Soviet Power...
(continuedfrom page 9)

alien ihc war against Spain was launched

in 1898.

At the same time the government and the

worker and peasant masses of the Russian

Socialist Federated Republic joyfully greet

the formation of the autonomous Bashkir

Soviet Republic, the autonomous Talar

Socialist Soviet Republic, and so forth, on

the borders of the former tsarist empire—
where, as in all capitalist countries, every

striving for national self-determination

was stifled and suppressed.

In all capitalist states without excep-

tion, both large and small—in France,

Britain. Japan. America. Holland. Bel-

gium. Poland and the rest—we see the

use of crude violence against national

minorities. Sometimes we see the trans-

formation into nations of slaves and

serfs of huge communities of hundreds

of millions of people who have fallen

under the rule of a more organized, more

“civilized” minority, as in the case of the

enslaved 300 millions of India, ruled by

capitalist Britain, armed to the teeth.

At one pole, in the capitalist countries,

there is savage suppression of national

minorities—and sometimes of national

majorities loo. where a national minority

holds the reins of government. At the

other pole, in the republic of soviets, the

most attentive, most fraternal feeling and

altitude is shown toward not only more or

less substantial national entities but even

the very smallest of them.

Under the first Ukrainian People’s

Republic it was the Austro-German
imperialists and General Skoropadsky

who ruled in Ukraine. That was the time

when, by agreement with the Germans
and Austrians. Petlyura’s Ukraine was
obliged to supply Austria and Germany
with 75 million poods [1.3 million tons)

of grain, 1 1 million poods [200.000 tons]

of cattle on the hoof, and so on.

Dunn Verdict...
(continuedfrom page 12)

lynchings in the last three years.

Dunn clearly was looking for an oppor-

tunity to mete out KKK-style “justice" to

black youth who “dissed" him. He mur-

dered Davis and nearly killed three others

for crossing a line dating back to slavery,

punishable by the lash and later the lynch

rope. In so doing. Dunn was following

in the footsteps of the greatest perpetra-

tors of violence against the black popu-

lation—the capitalist slate and its killer

cops for whom terrorizing black youth is

just another day at the office. One wit-

ness reported hearing Dunn tell the teens.

"You are not going to talk to me like that.”

From his jail cell. Dunn wrote his family:

“If more people would arm themselves

and kill these fucking idiots when they’re

threatening you. eventually they may take
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Under the second Ukrainian People’s

Republic, Ukraine was a colony of French

capital, in line with the agreement that

the mercenary Petlyura signed in Odessa

with the French general D’Anselme. By
this agreement nearly all Ukraine's rail-

ways and financial and military enter-

prises were handed over to the French

stockbrokers.

The third Ukrainian People’s Repub-

lic. promised by the same Petlyura, was
merely a screen for the establishment in

Ukraine of the hated evil rule of the Pol-

ish gentry.

The entire history of Ukraine cries out

against this fresh act of betrayal by Pet-

lyura. That history is one of heroic exploits

and great defeats of the Ukrainian peas-

antry. the Ukrainian "cattle” in a struggle

many centuries long against the Polish

gentry. The whole history of the Poland

of the gentry, on the other hand, is but a

long series of wars against Ukraine aimed

at enslaving it. Ukrainian literature—the

immortal works of Shevchenko. Ukrainian

folk-poetry—reflect this page of the

long-suffering history of the Ukrainian

people, whose entire development pro-

ceeded through bloody struggle against

the Polish lords. All the cossack revolts,

the whole struggle of the Zaporozhian

Camp, of Bogdan Khmelnitsky, were

fundamentally a fight of the Ukrainian

peasants against the yoke of the Polish

landowners, against the Polonizers. the

enemies of the Ukrainian national lan-

guage and Ukrainian culture.

And Petlyura. condotliere and hired

bandit, offered his bloody services to any-

one who would agree to pay him well. He
wanted to surrender the Ukrainian land,

the Ukrainian language, all Ukrainian

culture, to the Polish gendarme, to the

insolent Polonizers. They closed Belo-

russian schools, for example, and pro-

claimed Polish the stale language even in

the regions where Poles made up only an

insignificant percentage of the population.

The Polish gentry, the Polish Kulturtrdger

are already trying to Polonize Belorussia

[Belarus). Volhynia. and Podolia, and

intend to do the same in all the regions

of Ukraine that they manage to conquer.

Tens of hundreds of honest Ukraini-

ans who sincerely desire the national and

cultural rebirth of Ukraine, including

such pillars of Ukrainian national public

opinion as Hrushevsky and Vinnichenko,

have become convinced that only Soviet

power can now fulfil to the end the role

of liberator of Ukraine from all forms of

oppression.

On May 27 the Presiding Commit-

tee of the All-Russia Central Executive

Comrnitlee confirmed the decision to

establish an autonomous Talar Socialist

Soviet Republic with the city of Kazan

as its center. This news evoked a mighty

echo throughout the many-millioned

Muslim world, in Persia, Afghanistan.

TVirkey. and India. In the eyes of our

Muslim brothers, the workers and peas-

ants of the East, it was a fresh example

of the great principles that underlie the

national policy of the Russian federated

republic. But this is not to the liking of

the capitalist governments.

Let two or three decades pass. Let

popular education spread in the repub-

lic of soviets, including the opening of

thousands and thousands of schools,

evening courses, academies, etc., includ-

ing the complete ending of illiteracy in

Russia and Ukraine. Alongside the won-

derful old monuments of Russian and

Ukrainian literature, such as the works

of Pushkin. Lermontov. Tolstoy. Gogol,

and Shevchenko, we will see great new
works appear, composed by brilliant new
poets, men of letters, etc., arising from the

ranks of the workers and peasants. Tatar,

Bashkir. Kirghiz, and other poetry and

literature, only now awakening to life,

will flourish luxuriantly. All the separate

streams, tributaries, rivulets, and great

rivers will intermingle in a fantastic and

harmonious way. merging and feeding

with their living waters one common

the hint and change their behavior.”

Davis’s shooting recalls the racist vigi-

lante killing of 17-year-old Trayvon Martin

in February 2012. Dunn was even prose-

cuted by the same team that let Martin’s

killer. George Zimmerman, walk free. As
we noted in a leaflet issued after Zimmer-

man was acquitted last July: “It wasn’t that

the prosecution didn’t have a case. The
truth is that this wasn’t their field of exper-

tise, which is railroading black people to

prison” (WV No. 1028. 9 August 2013).

What the prosecutors are pursuing with

a passion Is the relentless persecution of

Marissa Alexander, a black mother in her

30s. Alexander was sentenced to 20 years

for firing a warning shot into a wall when
threatened by her husband, who had pre-

viously beaten her so badly she had to be

hospitalized. An appeals court ordered a

new trial. Now prt)seculor Angela Corey

—

who was in charge of both Zimmerman and

Dunn’s prosecutions—is seeking to increase

Alexander's sentence from 20 to 60 years!

"Stand Your Ground";
Open Season on Blacks

Florida’s “Stand Your Ground” law.

which set the backdrop for the killings of

Martin and Davis, provides a license for

vigilante murder. Passed in 2005 amid a

campaign to “get tough on crime”—code

for targeting black people—the Florida

law became the model for similar laws in

22 other stales, including all of the former

Confederacy except Arkansas and Virginia.

It supplanted an earlier Florida statute that

required a person under attack to try to

remove himself from immediate danger

before using deadly force in self-defense.

Instead. Stand Your Ground allows for

the use of deadly force by anyone who
claims a “reusonable belief that such force

is necessary, without any attempt to disen-

gage. And in this country, a young black

man playing loud music or wearing a hoodie

is enough for someone to claim “rea.sonable

belief.” A 2013 study by the Urban Institute

documented that in states with Stand Your
Ground laws, shootings of black victims by
whites are 281 percent more likely to be

WV Photo

March 2012: New York City protest
after killing of Trayvon Martin.

ruled justified than if the victims are white.

Democratic Party liberals and black

politicians have attempted to steer out-

rage over Stand Your Ground into various

gun control schemes. Such measures are

a means of enforcing a monopoly of vio-

lence for the capitalist slate, leaving guns
in the hands of cops, criminals and racist

vigilantes while the rest of the popula-

tion is defenseless. The result is to make
attacks like those on Martin and Davis

more likely. Indeed, if Trayvon Martin

and Jordan Davis had been armed, they

might still be alive today—although they

would most likely be in prison.

Founded and maintained on a bedrock
of black oppression, the American capital-

ist system paints targets on the backs of
young black men and women. Zimmer-
man's acquittal last July was followed by
a rapid succession of racist atrocities. On
September 14. Jonathan Farrell, a 24-year-

old former college football star, was gunned
down by a North Carolina cop while seek-

ing assistance after a car wreck. On Sep-
tember 17. an appeals court tossed out the

international ocean of the poetry and

learning of toiling humanity, freed for the

first time from national and class oppres-

sion. This will shine with such unprec-

edented. incomparable beauty as neither

classical Greece, with all its amazing

works of art, nor the civilization of the

medieval and capitalist epochs, with all

their blazing galaxy of immortal poets,

artists, thinkers, and scholars, could give

the world.

Yes. all this will be! But before we

reach this wished-for future, much blood

will flow. Many thousands of fighters for

the new order will fall beneath the ene-

my’s blows upon the battlefields. Many

tens and hundreds of thousands of women
and children will die from hunger and

cold in their homes or beside ruined auls

[villages). All this is inevitable, alas, and

it is not of our making. It results from the

criminal will of the capitalists, who do

not want to give up their profits. But all

fighters for a belter future have to suffer

in this way. and not merely the represen-

tatives of the small nations, not only the

population of the borderlands. Come and

see what is happening In Petrograd. Mos-

cow. Tula, in a great number of our cities.

Because of the criminal blockade and the

bloody war that was forced upon us. hun-

dreds of thousands of workers in these

cities are faint from hunger and cold. Yet

they have not lost heart, but march off in

their thousands to the front, to lay down
their lives for Soviet power (Applause).

They know, these heroes, that they will

not die in vain, for they give their blood

for their comrades’ happiness, for a belter

future for their children and the genera-

tions to come.

The war against Soviet Russia is a war

against the East.

In the giant struggle we have begun, the

peoples of the East will henceforth be our

loyal allies. For a war against Soviet Rus-

sia is a war against the revolutionary East,

and. vice versa, a war against the East is

a war against Soviet Russia (Applause), m

murder convictions of five New Orleans

cops who killed two unarmed black men
on Danziger Bridge during Hurricane

Katrina in 2005. Following an accident on

November 2. 19-year-old Renisha McBride
found herself on the porch of a white man
in Dearborn. Michigan, who shot her dead.

The vilification of black youth seen

every day in the press, on TV and on the

Internet provides fertile soil for scum like

Dunn. In the lead-up to the last Super
Bowl. Seattle Seahawks' black defensive

back Richard Sherman was denounced as

a “thug” for being brash and outspoken. A
Stanford graduate. Sherman perceptively

observed that "thug” is "the accepted way
of calling someone the N-word nowa-
days.” Dunn himself ranted against "thug
music.” according to his fianede.

The omnipresent targeting of black youth
through both legal repression and extralegal

terror is endemic to American capitalism-

in New York City, newly elected mayor Bill

de Blasio rode into office vowing to rein

in the NYPD’s "stop and frisk” racial pro-

filing program that ensnared hundreds of
thousands in its web over the past decade.
Although the number of stops has dropped
sharply, arrests for so-called crimes such
as public drinking and begging in the sub-
ways have skyrocketed.

The multiracial working class is the

only force with the social power and class

interests to gel rid of the system of cap-
italist exploitation in which the mass of
the black population is forcibly segregated
at the bottom. As our leaflet on Zimmer-
man's acquittal stated;

"It look a bloody Civil War. the Second
American Revolution, with 200.000 black
troops, guns in hand, to smash the chains
of black chattel slavery. But the promise
of black freedom was soon betrayed by
the Northern bourgeoisie, which allied
with the Southern propertied classes
against the aspirations of the black frccd-
men. It will take a third American Revo-
lution—a proletarian socialist revolution
that breaks the chains of capitalist wage
slavery—to finish the Civil War."

Then, and only then, will there be a meas-
ure of justice for Davis. Marlin and the

countless other victims of racist terror.
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UAW. ///
(continuedfrom page 12)

subsequently a founder of the Ku Klux

Klan race-terrorists, an organization that

has also served as shock troops for the

bourgeoisie in spiking countless union-

ization drives.

All of this underscores that any attempt

to organize the South must tackle head-on

the anti-black racism that has long served

the capitalists in dividing workers and

weakening their struggles. And with the

large number of Latino immigrants in the

working class, union organizing cannot

go forward without a fight against anti-

immigrant bigotry. The labor movement

must champion the struggle for black

rights and demand full citizenship rights

for everyone who has made it to the U.S.

Whether or not the UAW had won the

vote at Chattanooga, the class collabora-

tion of the union leadership is an obstacle

to organizing more broadly. The funda-

mental starting point for a serious union

organizing drive must be the understand-

ing that this capitalist society is divided

between two hostile classes whose inter-

ests are irreconcilably counterposed: the

workers who have to sell their labor power

and the capitalists who own the means of

production and rake in massive profits

by exploiting labor. Sowing illusions in

a commonality of interests between the

workers and their exploiters, the labor

bureaucrats push reliance on the govern-

ment agencies and political parties of the

enemy class, from the NLRB to the Dem-
ocrats. This strategy has led to one defeat

after another for the labor movement.

As we wrote in “The Fight to Union-

ize the ‘Open Shop’ South” (WVNo. 720,

1 October 1999):

“The last, feeble attempt by the CIO to

organize the South following World War
II, grole.squely called ‘Operation Dixie,’

was quickly .shipwrecked on the shoals

of the Cold War red purges, racism and

the bureaucrats" ties to the Democratic
Party.... The union tops' loyalty to the

Democrats made them incapable of wag-
ing a fight against the Jim Crow white

power structure, which was run by the

Dixiecrats and their KKK auxiliaries."

To transform the unions into bastions of

class struggle requires a fight for a new
leadership based on the political inde-

pendence of the working class.

For Class Struggle,
Not Class Collaboration

In the Chattanooga organizing drive, the

UAW tops thought they could sneak into

the South by presenting the union as dedi-

cated to “labor-management cooperation.”

The neutrality agreement committed the

UAW to “maintaining and where possible

enhancing the cost advantages and other

competitive advantages” of Volkswagen,

Thus, the union bureaucrats agreed in

advance to shackle Chattanooga auto work-

ers with the lower wages and substandard
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working conditions that are hallmarks of

non-union plants. This was hardly going to

inspire confidence in workers that joining

the union would better their lot. But it did

provide grist for the mill of the anti-union

forces around the group “No 2 UAW,”
which made an impact on some workers

who had signed UAW cards last year but

later voted against the union.

The centerpiece of the neutrality

agreement was the formation of a class-

collaborationist works council modeled

on the German Betriehsrate. This body,

which the German union IG Metall urged

the UAW to accept, would exercise juris-

diction over various shopfloor issues,

from safety to scheduling of overtime,

and oversee at least the first stage of the

grievance process. The effect would have

been to undercut the union, whose pur-

pose is supposed to be to defend work-

ers against the company. This is a far cry

from the UAW in its heyday, when union

committeemen faced with shopfloor

attacks would stop the assembly line until

management relented.

The UAW also explicitly abandoned

the many temporary contract workers in

Chattanooga by agreeing to exclude them

from any future bargaining unit. Organ-

izing these workers, bringing them into

the union and demanding full pay and

benefits, is crucial to any serious attempt

at unionization. Management at other

Southern (and also some Northern) facto-

ries like the Nissan plant in Smyrna, Ten-

nessee, has been replacing many full-time

positions with temporary jobs. Pointing

to the impact of the Chattanooga defeat

on workers at the Smyrna Nissan plant,

a 15 February Washington Post article

observed: “The UAW lost a vole there in

2001. and while it still has organizers on

the ground in Smyrna, workers will look

to Chattanooga and wonder why so many
thought the union was a bad idea.”

The anti-union forces in Chattanooga

blamed the union for the devastated con-

dition of Detroit, the former Motor Cky.

But it was the auto bosses, with the com-

plicity of the pro-capitalist union tops,

who turned Detroit—an overwhelm-

ingly black city that was once a UAW
stronghold—into a bankrupt industrial

wasteland at the cost of tens of thou-

sands of decent-paying union jobs. The
standard of living that auto workers in
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Detroit and elsewhere were able to

enjoy for a couple of decades after

World War II—when U.S. imperi-

alism was economically dominant

relative tr> its Japanese and German
rivals—was made possible by the

fierce class struggles that built the

UAW and made it a powerhouse of

organized labor. The seminal event

was the 1936-37 sit-down strike in

Flint. Michigan, a watershed in the

class battles that gave rise to the

CIO industrial unions. The Flint sit-

down was preceded by a courageous

strike at the Fisher Body plant in Atlanta,

in which workers occupied the plant in

November 1936 and maintained impass-

able picket lines for three months. In

1937, the UAW won national recognition.

Today, the union tops point to the pan-

.oply of the capitalists’ anti-union laws to

justify diverting workers into futile lob-

bying of the Democrats instead of wag-

ing hard class struggle. But (here were

anti-union laws in the 1930s, too. Union

militants were arrested and physically

attacked by cops. National Guard and

private strikebreakers. But these were the

kind of battles out of which the industrial

unions were forged. To revive the labor

movement today will take nothing less

than a return to the same militant meth-

ods that built the unions in the first place.

Break with the Democrats!

The Chattanooga VW plant is one of

the newest of the so-called transplants:

one foreign-owned assembly line in the

South before retiring in June. UAW offi-

cials were already applying the same los-

ing strategy they used in Chattanooga to a

Mercedes-Benz plant in Vance. Alabama,

where they hoped the parent company
Daimler might accept a union if it came
with a works council. Daimler now has

little reason to play ball with King & Co.

A few years ago. the union official-

dom placed great hopes on pressuring

the Democrats to pass the Employee Free

Choice Act (EFCA), which would have

provided for union recognition when a

majority of employees at a workplace

signed union authorization cards. While

the union bureaucrats saw the EFCA as

another substitute for labor struggle, we
supported this measure because it would

ease the road to union recognition. Had it

been enacted, the UAW would have been

recognized at the Chattanooga plant last

September. When he was U.S. Senator

and the EFCA had no chance of passage,

Barack Obama backed the bill. Once
in the Oval Office, where he landed in

no small part due to the huge financial

and organizational support of the labor

bureaucracy, Obama and the Democrats

let the EFCA die. In this, Obama was sim-

ply doing his job as CEO of American

capitalism.

The trade-union bureaucracy’s fealty to

the Democratic Party, which no less than

the openly labor-hating Republicans is a

party of capital, is the political corollary

of its “partnership” with the corporations.

Detroit auto
sitdown strike of

1937. Industrial

trade unions were
built through
militant class

struggle.

foreign-owned auto factories in the U.S..

mostly non-union shops in the South. This

trend look off after production started

at the Marysville. Ohio. Honda factory

in 1982 and the Smyrna Nissan plant a

year later. Helping spur the growth of

the transplants was the "buy American"

protectionism of the UAW bureaucracy

during the 1970s and 1980s. To avoid

trade restrictions, Japanese and later Ger-

man automakers relocated some produc-

tion to the U.S. In turn, the UAW offi-

cialdom. whose protectionist tirades tied

the union to the interests of the American

exploiters, was incapable of waging the

necessary struggle to unionize the trans-

plants. Instead, Solidarity House agreed

to concession after concession at the Big

Three (GM. Ford and Chrysler) so that the

bosses could "stay competitive” with the

foreign-owned factories.

Decades of class collaboration culmi-

nated in the UAW leadership’s support

to the 2009 bailout of the auto bosses

by the Obama administration. The UAW
tops accepted plant closures and massive

wage and benefit cuts along with a six-

year no-strike pledge in the name of sav-

ing some jobs. Between 2005 and 2013

foreign automakers opened seven plants,

while the Big Three closed 21! From a

peak in the 1960s of 1.6 million mem-
bers. the UAW has been reduced to well

under 500.000, and that includes tens of

thousands who work in casinos and higher

education. A measure of these setbacks is

that starting pay at UAW-organized plants

is as low as $15 per hour. And now even

Michigan, long a center of union power,

has become a “right to work" state.

Current UAW president Bob King
played a key role alongside his predeces-

sor Ron Geltelfinger In foisting the bail-

out on union members. King had hoped to

burnish his legacy by organizing at least

The working class can follow one of two

paths. There is the bureaucracy’s acqui-

escence to what is possible under capital-

ism. which has led to disaster. Or there

is the revolutionary strategy proposed by

us Marxists. In the course of sharp class

struggles and through patient education on

the nature of capitalist society, the work-

ing class will become imbued with the

consciousness of its own historic interests

as a class fighting for itself and for all the

oppressed. Such consciousness requires a

political expression. That means breaking

labor’s chains to the Democrats and forg-

ing a class-struggle workers parly, whose
purpose is not only to improve the present

conditions of the working class but to do
away with the entire system of capitalist

wage slavery.
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UAW Tops’ Class Collaboration Paved the Way

Reuters photos, UAW graphic

Volkswagen Chattanooga CEO (left) and UAW president Bob King (right) after union lost representation vote, February
14. Union campaign promoted "collaboration” with automaker.

Defeat for Labor at Tennessee VW Plant
The United Auto Workers (UAW) nar-

rowly lost a key representation election at

the Volkswagen assembly plant in Chatta-

nooga. Tennessee, in February by a vote

of 712-626. The stakes were high: if the

UAW had won. it would have marked a

victory for workers not just in Chatta-

nooga but more broadly, creating a breach

for the labor movement In the open shop

South. There is no question that the UAW
was up against a determined opposition

that wanted to keep the plant non-union.

But the UAW bureaucrats hamstrung the

organizing effort by pledging the union to

maintain company profitability, as codi-

fied in the "neutrality" agreement that

supposedly committed VW to not inter-

fere with the unionization campaign. UAW
officials forswore not only "conflict” with

the automaker but even the necessary leg-

work to bolster union support, such as

door-to-door and barstool organizing.

Much stock was put in VW’s supposed

tacit endorsement of the union. Nothing

could be further from the truth. By Sep-

tember 2013, a majority of Chattanooga

VW workers had signed cards authoriz-

ing the UAW to represent them in collec-

tive bargaining. Volkswagen could have

accepted the results of the card checks

and recognized the union. But the bosses

were hardly going to allow the UAW free

rein in the plant. Company officials made

clear that the union would get through the

door only if it ceded many of its duties

and functions to a German-style works

council, a body that would have been

under the thumb of management while

giving the appearance that workers have

a say in running the company.

While UAW president Bob King lauded

the planned works council as a marker

of the union's partnership with VW. his

"partners" were not about to roll out the

welcome mat. Even under their current

class-collaborationist leaderships, unions

are the basic organizations of the workers

to fight for their economic needs against

the bosses. Keeping unions out means
massively greater profits for the corpora-

tions. In Chattanooga, supervisors roamed
the plant, spreading the anti-union gospel.

Meanwhile, the unionization campaign

drew heavy fire from zealous anti-labor

forces financed by the likes of the Koch
brothers and spearheaded by right-wing

hatchet man Grover Norquist and such

Republican politicians as Tennessee gov-

ernor Bill Haslam and U.S. Senator Bob
Corker. Threats from state GOP politi-

cians to cut off tax subsidies to VW if the

union won the vote are now the subject of

a UAW complaint begging the National

Labor Relations Board (NLRB) to order

a new election on the grounds of "outside

interference.”

The anti-union campaign featured

a heavy dose of racist divide-and-rule.

Norquist’s "Center for Worker Freedom”

erected billboards around Chattanooga

showing the UAW's name defaced to read

"United Obama Workers" and the tagline:

“The UAW spends millions to elect lib-

eral politicans (sic), including BARACK
OBAMA." Particularly in states of the

former Confederacy like Tennessee, such

use of the "O” word is unmistakably racist

code for the "N” word.

The intertwining of racist reaction and

hostility toward unions was made explicit

by one Matt Patterson, now executive

director of Norquist's center. According to

the Nation (14 November 2013). Patterson

ranted in an op-ed piece last May: "One
hundred and fifty years ago an invading

Union army was halted at Chattanooga
by the Confederate Army of Tennessee....

Today Southeastern Tennessee faces

invasion from another union—an actual

labor union, the United Auto Workers^'

One of the Confederate “heroes” of the

Chattanooga battle was Nathan Bedford
Forrest, a slave trader before the war and

continued on page II

For a Class-Struggle Fight to

Organize the “Open Shop” South!

Florida: The Killing of Jordan Davis

The Dunn Verdict and

Racist America
On February 15, a Florida jury reaf-

firmed that black life in America is

cheap. Michael Dunn, a white racist thug,

had come to trial for firing repeatedly

into a car with four black youths inside

and killing 17-year-old Jordan Davis. The
jury found Dunn guilty of the attempted

murder of the three who survived his

rampage. But it deadlocked over whether
the killing of Davis was murder, as three

jurors embraced Dunn’s pretense that this

coldblooded shooting was self-defense.

The message was unmistakable: If Dunn

had killed everyone in the car, he likely

would not have been convicted on a single

count. His sentencing is now postponed

until after his retrial, which is slated to

begin in May.

There was no ambiguity about what

happened. Davis and his friends were
listening to hip-hop in an SUV outside a

convenience store in Jacksonville. Flor-

ida. Dunn drove up and parked beside

them. After his fiancee went to buy chips

and wine. Dunn demanded that Davis and

his friends turn down the music. When

they refused. Dunn took a 9mm pistol

from his glove compartment and fired

three shots that hit Davis in the SUV.
As Davis’s friend Tommie Stems drove

the SUV away. Dunn again fired on it.

Business accomplished. Dunn went to

his hotel room, where he ordered a pizza

and chilled with a rum and coke. Jordan

Davis’s anguished father declared after

the trial that killing his son "was not just

another day at the office."

Dunn claimed that Davis threatened

him and that he fired his pistol only after

seeing Davis brandish a shotgun. No shot-

gun was found. Dunn’s fiancee testified

that he never mentioned a weapon being
pulled on him. In fact. Dunn’s defense was
unsupported by any evidence other than

his white skin. If the shooter had been
black and the car filled with white teens

blasting Lynyrd Skynyrd’s segregationist

anthem “Sweet Home Alabama.” the out-

come would not have been a hung jury but

rather the gallows. Florida has been second
only to Texas in carrying out racist legal

continued on page 10
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Venezuela: U.S. Imperialism

Fuels Right-Wing Protests

Left: Anti-government protesters confront National Guard in Caracas, March 17. Right: Poster of fate Venezuelan president Hugo Chavez is

set on fire, March 12.

For almost eight weeks, students and

middle-class demonstrators demanding
the salida (exit) of Venezuelan president

NicolSs Maduro have set up barricades in

affluent neighborhoods in Caracas and

other Venezuelan cities. While deriding

the country’s oppressed masses and rav-

ing against purported Cuban infiltration

of the government, protesters have also

attempted to tap very real popular griev-

ances—shortages of necessities like

cooking oil, flour and toilet paper, rising

inflation and high crime rates. The gov-

ernment has called out the National Guard
against protesters, but by several reports

the protesters themselves are responsible

for many of the almost 40 deaths. There
have also been rumors of a coup attempt,

leading to the arrest of three air force gen-

erals on March 24.

The U.S. imperialists, who back the

right-wing opposition, and their media
mouthpieces have raised a great hue and

cry over Venezuelan government repres-

sion. On March 4, the House of Repre-

sentatives passed a resolution condemn-
ing the Maduro government by a vote

of 393-1. Last month. Secretary of State

John Kerry threatened sanctions against

Venezuela and denounced Maduro for

waging a “terror campaign against his

own people.’’ (Actually, the U.S. secre-

tary of state is the real expert in waging

terror campaigns against civilian pop-

ulations.) Florida gusano Congressmen
are foaming at the mouth over the pos-

sibility of ousting Maduro and stopping

the 100,000 barrels of oil that Venezuela

ships to Cuba daily, partly in exchange

for the services of 30,000 medics and

other Cuban personnel.

Leading figures in the protest include

neoliberal opposition politicians Maria

Corina Machado, who was recently

stripped of her parliamentary immunity,

and the now imprisoned Leopold© L6pez.

Machado, a congresswoman from a

wealthy district who is known as the

“Venezuelan Iron Lady’’ for her conser-

vative views, was honored at the White

House in 2005 by George W. Bush for

7 25274 aiosoi 7
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her attempts to undermine the regime of

Maduro’s predecessor, Hugo Chdvez. The
group she cofounded, Sumate, has taken

money from the National Endowment for

Democracy (NED), a notorious CIA front.

Ldpez, a graduate of Harvard Kennedy
School of Government, has the blessing

of Inter-American Dialogue, a think tank

funded by ExxonMobil, Chevron and the

undermine the Venezuelan government

through U.S. AID’S “humanitarian” pro-

grams and NED grants to train political

activists and provide “democracy assis-

tance.” Toppling the regime was the goal

of the failed U.S.-backed coup in April

2002, the capitalist lockouts designed

to cripple the oil industry in the winter

of 2002-03 and the campaign to recall

Break with Chavismo!

For a Revolutionary

Workers Party!

U.S. Agency for International Develop-

ment (AID), which is another CIA con-

duit. A member of Venezuela’s oligar-

chy, he is a wealthy descendent of the

19th-century Latin American nationalist

Sim6n Bolfvar.

Since Chavez was first elected in 1998,

the U.S. imperialists have sought to install

someone more to their liking in Caracas.

Hundreds of millions of dollars in U.S.

funds have been poured into attempts to

Chdvez in 2004. After Maduro was
elected president by a narrow margin last

April. Washington’s local agents claimed

fraud and attempted to reverse the results

in favor of their candidate.

Many of Venezuela’s capitalists made
their profits as front men for imperial-

ist interests. Gustavo Cisneros is one.

The Cisneros family amassed immense
wealth as the Venezuelan distributors

of Pepsi, later branching into media

Marla Corina Machado, protest leader and founder of U.S. State Department-
backed NGO Sumate, with Condoleezza Rice in Florida, 2005.

and other industries. Cisneros’s backing

of the 2002 failed coup against Chfivez

earned his TV station, along with three

others, the nickname the “four horsemen
of the apocalypse.”

In deeply polarized Venezuelan soci-

ety, poor and working people overwhelm-

ingly remain tied to chavismo, the left-

wing nationalist populism associated with

strongman Chdvez and adopted by Madilro,

who came to prominence on Chlvez’s coat-

tails. Chdvez consolidated popular support

by denouncing U.S. imperialism’s military

interventions around the world and buck-

ing its policies in Latin America. He used

the wealth generated by selling oil to fund

social welfare programs like food subsi-

dies. improving pensions and health care

(the latter with Cuban assistance).

In Chavez’s first 12 years in office,

the population’s caloric intake increased

50 percent and the poverty rale fell from

over 50 percent to less than 30 percent.

He made it harder to fire workers, man-
dated pensions for domestic workers and
repeatedly raised the minimum wage.

Unlike the traditional political elite who
flaunt their European roots while oozing

contempt for the poor. ChSvez boasted of

his zambo (mixed African and indige-

nous) heritage. When Maduro—Chavez’s

vice president and hand-picked succes-

sor—was narrowly elected president after

Chdvez’s death a year ago, he promised
to continue the “Bolivarian Revolution”

begun by Chavez in 1999.

Though in the crosshairs of U.S. impe-

rialism and hated by the layer of the Ven-
ezuelan bourgeoisie most closely tied to

the imperialists, Maduro. like Chdvez
before him, heads a capitalist government.

Chavez himself repeatedly emphasized
that his regime did not pose a risk to pri-

vate property. While Marxists support the

establishment of social welfare programs
for the poor and defend nationalizations

in dependent countries, these measures do
not in any way alter the capitalist charac-

ter of a society, no matter the amount of

“socialist” packaging that’s given to them.

In fact, chavisia nationalist populism

helps deflect social struggle and ideolog-

ically binds the impoverished masses and

the working class to capitalist rule. The
nationalizations of land and private com-
panies—carried out in large part through

continued on page 8



From the Archives of Marxism

“Letter to the Workers and
Peasants of the Ukraine”

By V.l. Lenin, December 1919
The proletarian revolution of October

1917 in Russia was the defining event of

the 20th century. In taking state power,

the multinational proletariat of Russia

not only liberated itself from capitalist

exploitation but also led the peasantry,

national minorities and all the oppressed

in ending feudal tyranny and imperialist

bondage. What made it possible for the

Bolsheviks to unite the toiling masses

of the former tsarist empire in common
struggle was their internationalist pro-

gram. which declared full and equal

national rights for all peoples, including

the right of national independence.

Ukraine, which had been partitioned

between the Russian tsarist and Austro-

Hungarian Habsburg empires, was an

important front in the dvil war that fol-

lowed the October Revolution. In the course

of the civil war. successive short-lived

Ukrainian bourgeois-nationalist regimes,

deeply hostile to proletarian rule, allied

with the White Guards and various impe-

rialists—notably France and Germany—in

an attempt to crush the revolutionary prole-

tariat. (For more on Ukraine in this period,

see “Soviet Power and the Liberation of

Ukraine.” WV No. 1042, 21 March.)

After the November 1918 German
surrender ending World War I. the Red
Army was able to wrest Kiev from Ger-

man control. But in the summer of 1919,

Anton Denikin, commander of the south-

ern White forces, went on an offensive and

recaptured Kiev and Kharkov with the

help of the Ukrainian nationalist forces of

Simon Petlyura. In the conquered territo-

ries. Denikin’s troops, as well as Petlyu-

ra’s, carried out mass executions and plun-

der. murdering tens of thousands of Jews

in pogroms. When Bolshevik leader V.l.

Lenin addressed the workers and peasants

of Ukraine in the letter printed below, the

Red Army had stopped Denikin’s advance

at Orel, 220 miles south of Moscow, and

was pushing back into Ukraine, liberating

the cities of Kharkov and Kiev.

It would take a couple more years to put

down other counterrevolutionary forces so

that the Ukrainian Bolsheviks could con-

solidate proletarian power in the Ukrainian

Soviet Socialist Republic. Thus. Ukraine

achieved self-determination for the first

time, not through the good graces of the

capitalist powers, but as a result of the

defeat of imperialist-backed counter-

revolutionary armies. In 1922, Ukraine

became a founding member of the Union

of Soviet Socialist Republics.

Comrades, four months ago. towards

the end of August 1919. 1 had occasion to

address a letter to the workers and peas-

ants in connection with the victory over

Kolchak.

I am now having this letter reprinted in

full for the workers and peasants of the

Ukraine in connection with the victories

over Denikin.

Red troops have taken Kiev, Poltava and

Kharkov and are advancing victoriously

on Rostov. The Ukraine is seething with

revolt against Denikin. All forces must

he rallied for the Final rout of Denikin’s

army, which has been trying to restore the

power of the landowners and capitalists.

We must destroy Denikin to safeguard

ourselves against even the slightest pos-

sibility of a new incursion.

The workers and peasants of the Ukraine

should familiarise themselves with the

lessons which all Russian workers and

peasants have drawn from the conquest

of Siberia by Kolchak and her liberation

by Red tropps after many months of land-

owner and capitalist tyranny.

Denikin’s rule in the Ukraine has been

as severe an ordeal as Kolchak’s rule was

in Siberia. There can be no doubt that the

lessons of this severe ordeal will give the

Ukrainian workers and peasants—as they

did the workers and peasants of the Urals

and Siberia—a clearer understanding of

P.A, Otsup

V.l. Lenin

the tasks of Soviet power and induce them

to defend it more staunchly.

In Great Russia the system of landed

estates has been completely abolished. The

same must be done in the Ukraine, and the

Soviet power of the Ukrainian workers and

peasants must effect the complete abolition

of the landed estates and the complete lib-

eration of the Ukrainian workers and peas-

ants from all oppression by the landown-

ers, and from the landowners themselves.

But apart from this task, and a number of

others which confronted and still confront

both the Great-Russian and the Ukrainian

working masses, Soviet power in the

Ukraine has its own special ta.sks. One of

these special tasks deserves the greatest

attention at the present moment. It is the

national question, or, in other words, the

question of whether the Ukraine is to be a

separate and independent Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic bound in alliance (feder-

ation) with the Russian Socialist Federative

Soviet Republic, or whether the Ukraine is

to amalgamate with Russia to form a sin-

gle Soviet republic. All Bolsheviks and all

politically-conscious workers and peasants

must give careful thought to this question.

The independence of the Ukraine has

been recognised both by the All-Russia

Central Executive Committee of the

R.S.F.S.R. (Russian Socialist Federative

Soviet Republic) and by the Russian Com-
munist Party (Bolsheviks). It is therefore

self-evident and generally recognised that

only the Ukrainian workers and peasants

themselves can and will decide at their

All-Ukraine Congress of Soviets whether

the Ukraine shall amalgamate with Rus-

sia, or whether she shall remain a separate

and independent republic, and. in the latter

case, what federal ties shall be established

continued on page 5
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Ukraine, 1919: Funeral for victims of anti-Bolshevik, anti-Jewish nationalist

Petlyura. Among the Bolshevik leaders on the platform are Pyatakov,
Rakovsky and Antonov-Ovseenko.

Letter

On Stalinists and 1934 Strikes
[undated]

Dear comrades:

I appreciated the excellent article on the

port truckers in the WV 1038, "For a class

struggle fight to organize port truckers."

Equally important was the drawing of

parallels with the general strike of 1934

led by Local 574. and the Trotskyists

of the Communist League of America.

But what was left out was the role of the

Communist Party which played a counter-

revolutionary role at every turn.

The taxi drivers voted to go on strike

and to join the Local 574. They won the

strike, the CP which did not-participate

in the strike, attacked the settlement. As
a “Trotskyile sellout" to the Citizen’s

Alliance (this was the period of the CP’s

left turn, which was a move away from

what was previously a policy of reconcil-

iation with the trade union bureaucracy

and capitalist politicians.) The CP was

isolated in Minnesota, and for not taking

an active role in the class struggle, so they

tried to muscle their way into the union

by denouncing Carl Skoglund and the

Dunne brothers as "traitors and agents of

the bosses.]"] They demanded that mem-
bers of a paper union (the Trade Union

Unity League) be made members of the

strike committee. When this was rejected

they put out more flyers calling the strike

leaders “undemocratic." The CP’s mem-
bers were almost physically attacked by

members of 574.

As a result of this action the CP was
losing support in Minnesota. On the day

of Bloody Friday (July I9th) the CP tried

to convince Harry Deboer [DeBoer] to

seize the Court House, as opposed to

stopping .scab trucks. Deboer turned down
this offer because he realized he would

have been shot by the cops, since the

workers were unarmed. The CP was also

losing the little support they had among
the unemployed in the Unemployed Coun-
cils that they had organized as a place to

register picket credentials in Local 574.

Of course, this was turned down by

574. and the CP was told to go to the

MCCW (Minnesota Central Council of

Workers). The CP also attempted to force

themselves on the ERA—Emergency
Relief Administration’s Strike Commit-
tee. They were turned down as a result of

a lack of credentials.

By now the Stalinists were com-
pletely isolated. They wrote and published

articles in the Daily Worker and their

magazine, the Communist, and a pam-
phlet called “The Permanent Counter-

Revolution—Role of the Trotskyites in

the Minnesota Strike." For this the CP
members were given a belt in the jaw—
and rightly so!

The CP and Stalinism have destroyed

many idealistic and serious youth and

continued on page 4
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Crimea Is Russian

Self-Determination and
Russian Intervention:

Strengthening Our Position
A letter we received from a sympathizer

of the International Communist League
points out a significant flaw in our prin-

cipled support to self-determination of

Crimea and the intervention by Russia

that allowed the referendum enabling that

right to take place. In agreement with the

line taken in ‘‘Ukraine Coup: Spearheaded

by Fascists. Backed by U.S./EU Imperial-

ists—Crimea Is Russian” (WVNo. 1041,

7 March 2014), our sympathizer, Jonah,

wrote in his March 14 letter that “as the

Crimea is predominantly Russian and the

majority favors unification with Russia.

Marxists are bound to support that dem-
ocratic demand for self-determination,

while taking note of the fate of non-

Russian minorities in the equation." The
problem, he wrote, is the article’s state-

ment that support to Russian intervention

was principled "so long as Russia were to

implement special rights for the Crimean
Tatar minority, who are plenty oppressed

under Ukrainian rule.”

The article in WV No. 1041 further

declared that “if Russian forces use the

takeover of the Crimea to deepen the

oppression of the Tatars, it would then be

unprincipled to support the Russian inter-

vention.” Jonah wrote; “That sentence and

the provision on ‘special rights for the

Crimean Tatar minority’ comes off as plac-

ing the self-determination for the Crimean
Russians as being conditional on how well

the Crimean Tatars are treated by Russia

if and when the Crimea votes to become
part of Russia. If that’s a criteria for self-

determination then I don’t see how self-

determination can be supported anywhere
"

(emphasis in original). He observed. ’‘If

the difference is the presence of Russian

troops in the Crimea, then I don’t see how
or why that would change matters. Even if

the Crimea had managed to successfully

secede peacefully from Ukraine (without

needing Russian intervention) then Rus-

sian troops would still enter the Crimea
when it became part of Russia proper.”

Jonah is correct in pointing out this

problem, and we thank him for his letter,

which is too long to print in its entirety. The
condition we placed on support to Russian

intervention, and hence to the exercise of

self-determination by the Crimean major-

ity, bent to the pressure of the imperialist

propaganda barrage directed against Rus-

sia and its bourgeois strongman. Vladi-

mir Putin. The U.S. and European Union
imperialists and their media hacks, having

backed the fascist-infested coup that over-

turned the Yanukovich regime in Ukraine,

raised a hue and cry about a non-existent

Russian “invasion” of Crimea—in fact

Russian troops from the Black Sea Fleet

based in Sevastopol were already there.

They also condemned its “annexation”

of Crimea, even comparing this to Nazi

Germany's Anschluss of Austria.

As we wrote in WVNo. 1041; “Contrary

to how it is often presented In the West-

ern media, the Russian intervention into

Crimea is not an intervention into a ‘for-

eign country,’ notwithstanding Crimea’s

formal status as part of Ukraine.” Crimea
was first incorporated into Russia in the

late 18th century, when it was wrested

from the Ottoman Empire. Our article

is championing the rights of the Mus-
lim Tatars and other ethnic and national

minorities. In supporting Russian inter-

vention in Crimea, we have not given the

least amount of political support to Putin’s

Russian-chauvinist capitalist regime. It is

the duty of Marxists to oppose all forms

ITAR-TASS

Russian navy prepares Ukrainian submarine for towing to Russian Black Sea
Fleet base in Sevastopol, Crimea, March 22. Much of Ukrainian military in

Crimea switched allegiance as peninsula rejoined Russia.

noted: “It was only in 1954 that Soviet

premier Nikita Khrushchev ceded Crimea

to the Ukrainian Soviet Republic. Later,

with the collapse of the Soviet Union,

this took on significance, as the fate of

the area was the subject of heated disputes

between the now bourgeois states of Rus-

sia and Ukraine.” Putin’s intervention was
essentially defensive, aiming among other

things to protect the Black Sea Fleet.

Jonah wrote that the fears of the Tatar

minority “do not invalidate the democratic

right of the Russian Crimean majority to

seek unity with Russia, any more than

the fears of aboriginal people in Quebec
invalidate the Quebecois majority’s right

to independence.” (On the oppression of

the Tatars, including their mass expul-

sion from Crimea by Stalin’s bureaucratic

regime, see JVVNo. 1041.) Revolutionary

Marxists seek to mobilize the working

class in defense of oppressed minorities

as part of the struggle against the capital-

ist class enemy. Thus, while advocating

independence for Quebec, our Canadian
comrades of the Trotskyist League/Ligue
Trotskyste are intransigent fighters for the

rights of Native peoples and other minori-

ties. whether under English Canadian or

French Qu^bdcois capitalist rule. This

includes defending the right of Native

peoples with a land base to decide their

own future, including the possibility of

secession.

In Russia, a crucial task for Marxists

of nationalism and Great Power chauvin-

ism. Upholding the right of nations to self-

determination, as V.I. Lenin explained in

the article reprinted on page 2 of this issue,

is a crucial means of combating nationalist

prejudices and breaking down the barri-

Brussels,
March 26:

President
Barack Obama

delivers imperialist

tirade about
Russian “invasion”

to NATO allies.

ers to uniting workers of different coun-

tries and nations in the fight for socialist

revolution.

Crimea: Not a Case of

Interpenetrated Peoples

In “Ukraine 'Ihrmoil: Capitalist Pow-

ers in Ibg of War". {WV No. 1038, 24

January), we quoted an ICL resolution,

first printed in January 1995, stating that

the breakup of the Soviet Union follow-

ing capitalist counterrevolution revealed

a “considerable interpenetration of peo-

ples and of economic production units

which were inherited from and geared to

a (bureaucratically) centralized planned

economy.” The quoted resolution contin-

ued: “Thus in a number of regions (partic-

ularly eastern Ukraine. Crimea, northern

Kazakhstan) a democratic resolution of

the national question cannot be achieved

except through a socialist federation or

federations of workers states transcending

national boundaries.” The resolution was

part of our attempt to grapple with a his-

torically unprecedented event; the counter-

revolution that destroyed the degenerated

Soviet workers state and unleashed an orgy

of nationalist bloodletting throughout much
of its former territory.

In fact, the use of the term “interpene-

trated peoples” in regard to Crimea does

not reflect reality, and it was not repeated

in our last two issues. The resolution

was superseded in April 1995, when the

ICL called for a plebiscite so that the

people of Crimea and Chechnya could

decide their fate, a tacit recognition that

self-determination for those areas could

be achieved democratically short of the

overthrow of capitalist rule. Jonah put

the question, “If that situation of inter-

penetration still exists in the Crimea with

the Russian, Ukrainian and Tatar popu-

lations. then why did WV come out with

’Crimea is Russian’?”

When we speak of interpenetrated peo-

ples, we are not talking about any mix-

ture of nationalities and ethnicities within

a single state, which is the norm in the

world. Rather, we are addressing situa-

tions where two (or more) peoples claim

the same territory, e.g.. Israel/Palestine

and Northern Ireland, and the program-

matic implications for Leninists. While

many reformist leftists divide the world

into supposedly progressive and reac-

tionary peoples, with democratic rights

accorded only to the former, we uphold the

right to self-determination for all nations,

as Lenin did. In cases of interpenetrated

peoples, as the ICL’s International Dec-

laration of Principles states, “the demo-
cratic right of national self-determination

cannot be achieved for one people without

violating the national rights of the other.

Hence these conflicts cannot be equitably

resolved within a capitalist framework.

The precondition for a democratic solution

is to sweep away all the bourgeoisies of

CORRECTIONS
In “U.S./Japanese Imperialists: Hands Off China!” (WV

No. 1036, 13 December 2013). we incorrectly referred to “bat-

tleships” being shifted to the Far East as part of President

Obama’s ‘’pivot toward Asia.” We should have used the generic

term “warships," The U.S. Navy no longer has any battleships

commissioned (nor does any other navy worldwide).

In “U.S., Japanese Provocations in East China Sea" (WVNo.
1041, 7 March), we wrote that “the Japanese Maritime Self-

Defense Force constitutes the world’s second-largest navy."

That is incorrect judged by metrics commonly u.sed to compare
the size of navies (number of warships, aggregate tonnage).

The article “Reformists Salivate Over Sawant’s Seattle

Election” (WV No. 1042, 21 March) incorrectly characterized

socialism as a system in which "workers have become the new
ruling class” and “control the economy and the slate.” That

in fact describes the dictatorship of the proletariat, a transi-

tion period between the revolutionary seizure of power by the

workers and the establishment of socialism. Under socialism

(the first phase of communism), classes will have ceased to

exist and the stale will be in the process of withering away.

the region” {Spariacisi (English-language

edition] No. 54. Spring 1998).

Crimea is fully 97 percent Russian

speaking, with even the ethnic Ukrainian

minority heavily Russified. This is in

contrast to the Caucasus, which is pop-

ulated by many peoples speaking dif-

ferent languages. Nor is it like Northern

Ireland, with its deeply split but roughly

numerically equal Protestant and Catho-
lic populations. The recent referendum in

Crimea and its aftermath have underlined

that the region is not a case of geograph-

ically interpenetrated peoples but one
centrally defined by its Russian history

and ethnic makeup. Just under 97 percent

of voters favored reunification with Rus-

sia. although many Tatars boycotted the

referendum. Furthermore. Russia’s reab-

sorption of Crimea was accomplished

with virtually no bloodshed or any real

resistance. The bulk of Ukrainian troops

and officers in Crimea simply went over

to the Russians.

continued on page 4
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Letter...
(continuedfrom page 2)

revolutionary workers. Having to apolo-

gize for every twist and turn of Uncle Joe

Stalin, and wrapping themselves in the

American flag during the Second World

War. and denouncing striking miners and

leftists who were supporting the miners’

strike as "social fascists." and "German
agents.” etc.

It’s no wonder that the CP was so hated

by radical youth and workers. It was only

the Trotskyists of the CLA/Socialist Work-

ers Party that could lead and organize the

masses in the Minneapolis general strike.

And it is only Trotskyism that has the pro-

gram to lead the masses now.

FOR FULL CITIZENSHIP RIGHTS
FOR ALL IMMIGRANTS NOW!

Fraternally,

Karl R.

WV replies:

Our article "For a Class Struggle Fight

to Organize Port Truckers!" {WV No.

1038, 24 January) highlighted both the

1934 Trotskyist-led Minneapolis Team-
sters strikes and the 1934 Stalinist-led

West Coast maritime strike as examples

of clas.s-struggle union organizing that

provide crucial lessons for today. The
interested reader can find more on Min-
neapolis in other of our writings, such as

the article "Lessons of the 1934 Minne-
apolis Teamsters Strikes” {WV No. 940,

31 July 2009).

Karl R. gives some details of the despi-

cable role played by the Stalinists in the

Minneapolis strikes, which deeply dis-

credited the CP among militant workers

there. But the Trotskyists in the forefront

of those Teamsters organizing battles,

while politically exposing the Stalinists,

did not treat them as counterrevolution-

aries. For example, after striking workers

gave “a crack in the jaw" to the distribu-

tors of a CP leaflet slandering the union

leadership. Local 574’s strike newspaper.

The Organizer (7 August 1934), declared

this response wrong, explaining: “They

are not stool pigeons—at least not con-

scious ones; they are just a little bit nutty

and what they need is a friendly boot in

the posterior. Maybe the shock will bring

them to their senses."

The Stalinists at the time were near

the end of their 1928-34 "Third Period"

phase of bombast and adventurism in

which proletarian revolution was fatu-

ously declared to be imminent, more or

less worldwide. The Stalinists in the U.S.

denounced the established AFL trade

unions as "social fascist" and abandoned

them in the late *20s to form marginal

“revolutionary” unions. As a result, the

CP was largely isolated from the strike

waves that erupted in 1933 and '34.

The significant exception was in San
Francisco. District CP leader Sam Darcy

was then no longer wedded to the CP’s

Third Period "dual union” policy and

in mid 1933 CP longshoremen followed

the mass of Bay Area dock workers

and joined the AFL-affiliated Interna-

tional Longshoremen’s Association (ILA).

Harry Bridges and other CP supporters

in the ILA. who at that time advocated

class-struggle tactics and did not bow to

the Democratic Roosevelt administra-

tion, went on to lead the 1934 West Coast

maritime strike that forged a powerful

longshore union and won a great deal of

political authority for the CP.

The fact that the Stalinists in San Fran-

cisco were in a position to lead that strike

and fight it out class against class was

conjunctural. In 1935, the CP abandoned

its Third Period policies for the openly

class-collaborationist politics of the “Peo-

ple’s Front" adopted by the Communist
International after Hitler came to power in

Germany. Under this banner, the Stalin-

ists sought to consummate a bloc with the

bourgeois-democratic imperialists, which

in the U.S. meant support to Roosevelt and

his "New Deal." The Stalinists' lasting

political crime in this country was to help

channel the working-class radicalization of

the mid to late 1930s into support for the

Democratic Party as a supposed “progres-

sive" wing of capitalism. Labor’s support

to the capitalist Democrats is a shackle on

working-class struggle to this day.B

Crimea...
(continuedfrom page 3)

Faced with a fait accompli. Barack

Obama, with the assistance of his imperi-

alist allies, has mustered some sanctions,

low grade for now. against various Rus-

sian figures while also showing some
force through increased air patrols in

the Baltic states and a heightened mili-

tary presence in Poland. This has been

accompanied by an outpouring of belli-

cose statements replete with hypocrisy

and double-speak. Addressing his Euro-

pean Union and NATO allies in Brus-

sels on March 26, Obama condemned
“the invasion of Crimea” and “Russia's

annexation" while admitting that Russia

is not about to be dislodged from Crimea
through military force. Obama passed

off the U.S. occupation of Iraq, which
destroyed an entire society and racked

up hundreds of thousands more victims

of American imperialism’s worldwide

depredations, as leaving a "fully sover-

eign Iraqi state.” And after all, he said, it

wasn’t about grabbing resources “for our
own gain.”

This can be believed about as readily

as Obama’s "shocked, shocked" denial

that “America is somehow conspiring

with fascists inside of Ukraine.” Wash-
ington has assiduously backed the Svo-

boda party—the more “moderate" face of

Ukrainian fascism—throughout the tur-

moil that culminated in the coup against

Yanukovich, as a result of which several

fascists won high government offices,

including deputy prime minister, prosecu-

tor general and minister of defense. There
is nothing new in Washington’s collabo-

ration with such scum. After the Soviet

Red Army drove out the Nazi invaders

and their local hitmen in World War II.

the U.S. enrolled and bankrolled Svobo-
da’s forebears—the fascist gangs led by
Stepan Bandera, infamous for massacres
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of Jews and Poles—as soldiers in the Cold
War against Communism.

"Leftists” Echo
Imperialist Propaganda

Most of the reformist left in the U.S. has

willingly served as tribunes in the impe-

rialists’ verbal blitzkrieg over Russian

intervention in Crimea. In WV No. 1041.

we noted that the International Socialist

Organization (ISO) retailed bourgeois

propaganda by prettifying the mass pro-

tests in Kiev, replete with fascists, as a

fight for "democracy.” describing the pro-

tests as "action from below." Now over

Crimea, the ISO asserts that it stands in a

“third camp"—encapsulated in the slogan.

“Neither Washington nor Moscow"—as it

did when the Soviet workers state existed.

In reality, the "third camp" was always the

camp of imperialism, as the ISO proved

time and again by backing counterrevolu-

tionary forces arrayed against the USSR in

the name of "democracy.”

Having reveled in the destruction of the

Soviet workers state in 1991-92. the ISO
continues to direct its fire to the east as U.S.

imperialism ramps up the pressure against

capitalist Russia. While objecting to what it

calls "the imperialist conflict being fought

out in Ukraine," the ISO shows its real ani-

mus by shamelessly echoing the Western

propaganda mills: “Russian imperialism

has made its move to retain political and
economic domination over the country
with its takeover of Crimea—this should

be unconditionally condemned by all revo-

lutionaries claiming to be anti-imperialists"

("Ukraine and the National (Question,"

socialistworker.org. 11 March).

The Committee for a Workers’ Interna-

tional (CWI). for its part, has given abstract

recognition to the national righLs ofCrimea’s

majority population only to say that it really

doesn’t matter because the need of the hour

is the call raised by its Russian group on

March 2: "Russian Imperialism—Out of

Crimea!” The CWI is the same outfit whose

leading section in Britain c^itulated to its

imperialist rulers by refusing for decades to

call for British troops out of Northern Ire-

land. where they along with local police and

Protestant paramilitaries brutally oppressed

the Catholic minority.

As we observed in "U.S./EU Imperial-

ist Frenzy as Crimea Rejoins Russia" (WV
No. 1042, 21 March), the CWI's stance

was “little more than a left-sounding

cover for the U.S./EU position that a

vote for self-determination in Crimea is

invalid because the U.S./EU imperialists

say it is invalid.” On March 4. the CWI
elaborated its position, declaring; "What
is happening now will not lead to genuine

self-determination; it will only mean that

Crimea becomes a Russian protectorate,

like South Ossetia, or. even worse, an

occupied region with a dictatorial ruler,

like Chechnya’s Kadyrov” (“Russian

Troops Take Up Positions Throughout
Crimea,” socialistworld.net).

Here the CWI willfully conflates very

different situations. Unlike Crimea, the

peoples of South Ossetia and Chechnya,

both located in the Caucasus, are not Rus-

sian. The Russian chauvinists who rule in

Moscow certainly know the difference, as

seen in their two brutal wars against the

Chechens, who had attempted to assert

their right to secede. Russia's wars against

Chechnya required that Marxists support

the call for Chechen independence and

demand: Russian troops out!

As for South Ossetia, shortly after the

collapse of the USSR it seceded from the

former Soviet republic of Georgia under

the protection of the Russian bourgeois

state. In 2008. the invasion of South

Ossetia by Georgia, which was heav-

ily supported by the U.S., touched off

a war with Russia, with Abkhazia also

attempting to secede from Georgia. In

that war, the national rights of the South

Ossetians and Abkhaz were subordinated

to what was pure power-play politics on
the part of both Russia and imperialist-

backed Georgia. The Marxist position

was one of revolutionary defeatism: the

class interests of the workers of Georgia

and Russia lay in a struggle to overthrow

their respective capitalist rulers through

socialist revolution.

Defense of self-determination for the

people ofCrimea has posed an acid test for

all organizations claiming to oppose cap-

italist imperialism, a system in decay that

was given a new lease on life by the coun-

terrevolutionary destruction of the Soviet

Union. The reformists, true to form, have

directed their main fire away from the U.S.

capitalist enemy and its European allies.

Combatting the imperialist blowback to

Crimean self-determination and the Rus-

sian intervention is part of the perspective

raised in the conclusion of our last issue's

article: “The crucial task facing revolution-

aries is to forge Bolshevik parties commit-
ted to the struggle against imperialism and
all manifestations of nationalism, charting

a course of independent working-class

struggle leading to the fight for new Octo-

ber Revolutions.”*

way to South Ossetian capital of Tskhinvali
ueorgia, 2008. Marxists were revolutionary-defeatist In Russla-Georgla war
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Archives...
(continuedfrom page 2)

between that republic and Russia.

How should this question be decided
insofar as concerns the interests of the

working people and the promotion of
their fight for the complete emancipation

of labour from the yoke of capital?

In the first place, the interests of labour

demand the fullest confidence and the

closest alliance among the working peo-
ple of different countries and nations. The
supporters of the landowners and capital-

ists. of the bourgeoisie, strive to disunite

the workers, to intensify national discord

and enmity, in order to weaken the work-

ers and strengthen the power of capital.

Capital is an international force. To van-

quish it. an international workers' alliance,

an international workers’ brotherhood, is

needed.

We are opposed to national enmity and
discord, to national exclusiveness. We are

internationalists. We stand for the close

union and the complete amalgamation of

the workers and peasants of all nations in

a single world Soviet republic.

Secondly, the working people must
not forget that capitalism has divided

nations into a small number of oppressor,

Great-Power (imperialist), sovereign and

privileged nations and an overwhelming

majority of oppressed, dependent and

semi-dependent, non-sovereign nations.

The arch-criminal and arch-reactionary

war of 1914-18 still further accentuated

this division and as a result aggravated ran-

cour and hatred. For centuries the indigna-

tion and distrust of the non-sovereign and

dependent nations towards the dominant

and oppressor nations have been accumu-

lating, of nations such as the Ukrainian

towards nations such as the Great-Russian.

We want a voluntary union of nations—a

union which precludes any coercion of

one nation by another—a union founded

on complete confidence, on a clear rec-

ognition of brotherly unity, on absolutely

voluntary consent. Such a union cannot

be effected at one stroke; we have to work

towards it with the greatest patience and

circumspection, so as not to spoil matters

and not to arouse distrust, and so that the

distrust inherited from centuries of land-

owner and capitalist oppression, centuries

of private property and the enmity caused

by its divisions and redivisions may have

a chance to wear off.

We must, therefore, strive persistently

for the unity of nations and ruthlessly

suppress everything that tends to divide

them, and in doing so we must be very

cautious and patient, and make conces-

sions to the survivals of national distrust.

We must be adamant and uncompromis-
ing towards everything that affects the

fundamental interests of labour in its fight

for emancipation from the yoke of capital.

The question of the demarcation of fron-

tiers now. for the time being—for we are

striving towards the complete abolition of

frontiers—is a minor one. it is not funda-

mental or important. In this matter we can

afford to wait, and must wait, because the

national distrust among the broad mass

of peasants and small owners is often

extremely tenacious, and haste might only

intensify it, in other words, jeopardise the

cause of complete and ultimate unity.

The experience of the workers’ and

peasants' revolution in Russia, the revolu-

tion of October-November 1917, and of the

two years of victorious struggle against

the onslaught of international and Russian

capitalists, has made it crystal-clear that

the capitalists have succeeded for a time

in playing upon the national distrust of

the Great Russians felt by Polish. Latvian.

Estonian and Finnish peasants and small

owners, that they have succeeded for a time

in sowing dissension between them and us

on the basis of this distrust. Experience

has shown that this distrust wears off and

disappears only very slowly, and that the

more caution and patience displayed by the

Great Russians, who have for so long been

an oppressor nation, the more certainly

this distrust will pass. It is by recognising

the independence of the Polish, Latvian.

Lithuanian. Estonian and Finnish states

against the revolutionary workers. We saw

this in the case of Kerensky's rule in Rus-

sia in the February-Octobcr period of 1917,

and we have seen it and are seeing it in all

other countries.

Mutual distrust between the Great-

Russian and Ukrainian Communists can,

therefore, arise very easily. How is this dis-

trust to be combated? How is it to be over-

come and mutual confidence established?

The best way to achieve this is by work-

ing together to uphold the dictatorship of

the proletariat and Soviet power in the

fight against the landowners and capitalists

of all countries and against their attempts

to restore their domination. This common
fight will clearly show in practice that what-

ever the decision in regard to state inde-

pendence or frontiers may be, there must

that we are slowly but steadily winning
the confidence of the labouring masses
of the neighbouring small states, who
were more backward and more deceived

and downtrodden by the capitalists. It is

the surest way of wresting them from the

influence of "their” national capitalists,

and leading them to full confidence, to the

future united international Soviet republic.

As long as the Ukraine is not completely

liberated from Denikin, her government,

until the All-Ukraine Congress of Soviets

meets, is the All-Ukraine Revolutionary

Committee. Besides the Ukrainian Bol-

shevik Communists, there are Ukrainian

Borotba Communists working on this

Revolutionary Committee as members of

the government. One of the things distin-

guishing the Borotbisls from the Bolshe-

viks is that they insist upon the uncondi-

tional independence of the Ukraine. The
Bolsheviks will not make this a subject of

difference and disunity, they do not regard

this as an obstacle to concerted proletarian

effort. There must be unity ip the strug-

gle against the yoke of capital and for the

dictatorship of the proletariat, and there

should be no parting of the ways among
Communists on the question of national

frontiers, or whether there should be a fed-

eral or some other tie between the states.

Among the Bolsheviks there are advocates

of complete independence for the Ukraine,

advocates of a more or less close federal

tie. and advocates of the complete amalga-

mation of the Ukraine with Russia.

There must be no differences over

these questions. They will be decided by

the All-Ukraine Congress of Soviets.

If a Great-Russian Communist insists

upon the amalgamation of the Ukraine

with Russia, Ukrainians might easily

suspect him of advocating this policy not

from the motive of uniting the proletarians

in the fight against capital, but because

Ukrmap

Red workers’ demonstration In Kharkov, 1917. Center banner reads: “All

Power to the Soviets of Workers, Peasants and Soldiers Oeputiesl Down With
the Counterrevolutionary State Duma and State Counclll”

our midst of Great-Russian nationalism,

for such manifestations, which are a

betrayal of communism in general, cause

the gravest harm by dividing us from our

Ukrainian comrades and thus playing

into the hands of Denikin and his regime.

Consequently, we Great-Russian Com-
munists must make concessions when
there are differences with the Ukrainian

Bolshevik Communists and Borotbists

and these differences concern the state

independence of the Ukraine, the forms

of her alliance with Russia, and the

national question in general. But all of us.

Great-Russian Communists. Ukrainian

Communists, and Communists of any

other nation, must be unyielding and

irreconcilable in the underlying and fun-

damental questions which are the same for

all nations, in questions of the proletarian

struggle, of the proletarian dictatorship;

we must not tolerate compromise with the

bourgeoisie or any division of the forces

which are protecting us against Denikin.

Denikin must be vanquished and de-

stroyed. and such incursions as his not

allowed to recur. That is to the fundamen-

tal interest of both the Great-Russian and

the Ukrainian workers and peasants. The
fight will be a long and hard one. for the

capitalists of the whole world are helping

Denikin and will help all other Denikins.

In this long and hard fight we Great-

Russian and Ukrainian workers must main-

tain the closest alliance, for separately we
shall most definitely be unable to cope

with the task. Whatever the boundaries of

the Ukraine and Russia may be. whatever

may be the forms of their mutual state rela-

tionships, that is not so important; that is a

matter in which concessions can and should

be made, in which one thing, or another,

or a third may be tried—the cause of the

workers and peasants, of the victory over

capitalism, will not perish because of that.

But if we fail to maintain the closest

alliance, an alliance against Denikin, an

alliance against (he capitalists and kulaks

of our countries and of all countries, the

cause of labour will most certainly per-

ish for many years to come in the sense

that the capitalists will be able to crush

and strangle both the Soviet Ukraine and
Soviet Russia.

And what the bourgeoisie of all countries,

and all manner of petty-bourgeois parties—
i.e., "compromising” parlies which permit

alliance with the bourgeoisie against the

workers—try most of all to accomplish is to

disunite (he workers of different nationali-

ties. to evoke distrust, and to disrupt a close

international alliance and international

brothertiood of the workers. Whenever the

bourgeoisie succeeds in this the cause of the

workers is lost. The Communists of Russia

and the Ukraine must therefore by patient,

persistent, .stubborn and concerted effort

foil the nationalist machinations of the

bourgeoisie and vanquish nationalist prej-

udices of every kind, and set the woricing

people of the world an example of a really

solid alliance of the workers and peasants

of different nations in the fight for Soviet

power, for the overthrow of the yoke of the

landowners and capitalists, and for a world

federal Soviet republic.

of the prejudices of the old Great-Russian

nationalism, of imperialism. Such mis-

trust is natural, and to a certain degree

inevitable and legitimate, because the

Great Russians, under the yoke of the

landowners and capitalists, had for centu-

ries imbibed the shameful and disgusting

prejudices of Great-Russian chauvinism.

If a Ukrainian Communist insists upon

the unconditional state independence of the

Ukraine, he lays himself open to the sus-

picion that he is supporting this policy not

because of the temporary interests of the

Ukrainian workers and peasants in their

struggle against the yoke of capital, but on

account of the petty-bourgeois national

prejudices of the small owner. Experience

has provided hundreds of instances of the

petty-bourgeois "socialists” of various

countries—ail the various Polish, Latvian

and Lithuanian pseudo-socialists. Georgian

Mensheviks, Socialist-Revolutionaries and

the like—assuming the guise of support-

ers of the proletariat for the sole purpose

of deceitfully promoting a policy of com-
promise with "their” national bourgeoisie

Above: Soviet troops enter Ukrainian
city of Odessa in 1919 during Civil War.
Inset: 1920 recruitment poster from Kiev
enjoins workers and peasants to enlist in

Red Cavalry that fought General Denikin
and other White counterrevolutionaries.

be a close military and economic alliance

between the Great-Russian and Ukrainian

workers, for otherwise the capitalists of the

"Entente.” in other words, the alliance of

the richest capitalist countries—Britain,

France. America. Japan and Italy—will

crush and strangle us separately. Our fight

against Kolchak and Denikin, whom these

capitalists supplied with money and arms,

is a clear illustration of this danger
He who undermines the unity and clos-

est alliance between the Great-Russian

and Ukrainian workers and peasants is

helping the Kolchaks, the Denikins, the

capitalist bandits of all countries.

Consequently, we Great-Russian Com-
munists must repress with the utmost

severity the slightest manifestation in
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Labor Must Fight for Immigrant Rights!

Canadian Government

Escalates War on Refugees
vr^ewoiTM of ^

UlC\k f

!

David P. Ball photos

Vancouver: Spring 2013 march against racism (left); sign at February 5 rally commemorates refugee who died in

custody (right).

Thefollowing article originallyappeared

in Spartacist Canada No. 180 (Spring 2014).

newspaper ofour comrades ofthe Trotsky-

ist League/Ligue Trotskyste.

SPARTACISTchJ^
Nothing so belies the capitalist rulers’

carefully nurtured myth of Canadian

benevolence as their brutal treatment of

refugees. This has always been so, but

under [Prime Minister Stephen] Harper’s

Conservatives it has gotten much, much
worse. Instead of receiving asylum, ever

larger numbers of refugees are condemned

to automatic, mandatory and indefinite

detention, often in maximum-security

prisons, followed by deportation to the

hell they fled. The Tories’ lying cant

about “fraudsters” and "bogus” asylum

seekers is meant to fuel racist xenopho-

bia so as to deflect working-class anger

away from the capitalist exploiters, who
are destroying the livelihoods and lives

of millions, and onto vulnerable migrants

fleeing destitution and repression.

Since September 2013, some 200 mi-

grants and asylum seekers subjected

to indefinite detention have been pro-

testing against their intolerable condi-

^Ottawa Scalat^^
War on Refugees
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tions and demanding their release from

a maximum-security prison in Lindsay,

Ontario. Some have been incarcerated for

as long as seven years. One hunger striker,

not a refugee, has lived in Canada for 43

years. Another has cancer and fears dying

in jail. For carrying out hunger strikes and

boycotts of their detention hearings, they

have faced reprisals including deporta-

tions, lock-up in segregation and denial of

access to legal counsel.

This war on refugees is killing peo-

ple. For an unpaid bus fare, hotel worker

Lucia Vega Jimdnez was handed over

to immigration cops in Vancouver on

December 1. Slated for deportation to

Mexico, she attempted suicide in the bath-

room of the airport detention centre and

died a few days later, still in custody. A
Roma [Gypsy] refugee, Jan Szamko, was

refused proper medical care and died in

a Toronto jail in 2009. As Ottawa has cut

off vast numbers of refugee applicants

from access to health care, such atrocities

will only grow in number.

Since the Tories came into office in

2006, the web of laws aimed at refugees,

immigrants and also citizens has grown

massively. In the service of erecting a

reactionary "fortress Canada," the Tories

have made it much harder to get in, and

much easier to get deported. A proposed

new law. Bill C-24. would allow the gov-

ernment to unilaterally strip citizenship

from dual citizens. The harshest mea-

sures. however, are reserved for refugees.

The “Protecting Canada’s Immigration

System Act” (Bill C-31). which became

law in December 2012, was aptly dubbed

the "Refugee Exclusion Act" by refugee

advocates. For many years, the govern-

ment has been imprisoning refugees and

other migrants: since 2004, in excess of

100,000. But the law now allows for man-
datory arrest and detention of so-called

“irregular arrivals.” defined as anyone

arriving in groups of two or more. Mod-
elled on the brutally racist Australian

system, where mandatory detention of

refugees has been the norm since 1992,

the new law has seen even more moved
into the prison system. Meanwhile, depor-

tations have soared to 15,000 per year.

If you are designated "irregular," you

have two weeks to prove your identity—
while in prison! If you fail, you will be

automatically detained for another six or

even 12 months. Imprisonment can be

extended indefinitely. Challenged last year

by a reporter with the fact that among those

being held behind razor wire in detention

jails are 289 children, then-immigration

minister Jason Kenney sneered, “They are

not jails.” describing the Toronto detention

centre as a “three-star hotel with a fence

around it." We Marxists of the Trotskyist

League demand asylum for refugees and

an immediate end to detentions. The trade

unions must be mobilized to champion the

rights of the foreign-born. Full citizenship

rightsfor all those who have made it here!

Tamil and Roma Refugees
in Tory Crosshairs

The Tories’ pretext for automatically

detaining refugees en masse came in

2010, when 490 desperate Tamil men,

women and children were intercepted on

the Sun Sea, a rusting freighter off the

coast of B.C. [British Columbia]. After

the Sri Lankan army’s 2009 bloodbath

destroyed the remnants of the Tamil mini-

state in the north and east of the island,

some 300.000 Tamils were interned in

prison camps and interrogation centres.

Disappearances, abductions, arrests, tor-

ture and rape by the police and military

continue to be widely reported, as do

deaths in custody and extrajudicial kill-

ings. Thousands fled the country, hoping

to join the large Tamil diaspora here and

elsewhere. We said then, and repeat today.

“Asylum now for Tamil refugees!” We
uphold the right to self-determination for

the oppressed Tamil people, and we stood

for the military defense of the Tamil Tiger

insurgents, while giving these bourgeois

nationalists no political support.

Amid the Tories’ furor against “human

smugglers," the Sun Sea refugees were

thrown into prisons on B.C.’s Lower Main-

land. Families were ripped apart as women

and children were jailed apart from fathers

and brothers. Having already proscribed

the Tamil Tigers as "terrorists," the Harper

government went on an all-out witchhunt

against these refugees. Tamils deported

back to Lanka from Canada face arrest,

imprisonment and torture.

For huge numbers of refugees, the need

to escape means casting one’s fate to the

high seas in rickety, overcrowded vessels

like the Sun Sea. The route from Indonesia

to Australia’s Christmas Island continues

to claim the lives of asylum seekers in large

numbers. Hundreds of Syrian, Somali and

Ethiopian refugees have drowned off Ita-

ly’s coast. Contrary to the bourgeoisie’s

ignorant, racist hysteria about “people

smuggling” and “queue jumping,” people

are driven to pay vast sums for passage

to countries as inhospitable as Australia

or Canada because these countries have

made it almost impossible to get there any

other way. The walls against refugees are

so impenetrable that only the luckiest few

ever get through.

Among the unluckiesl of asylum seekers

must be counted the Roma people, against

whom Canada has conducted an especially

vicious crusade. A provision in the 2012

anti-refugee law, designed in part to deter

Roma, includes Hungary on a list of 27

supposedly “safe countries” to which asy-

lum seekers may be rapidly deported after

a hearing before a politically appointed

refugee board. There is no right to appeal.

For the Roma, one of Europe’s oldest

and most harshly oppressed minorities,

Hungary is anything but safe. Intense

nationalist reaction has spawned violent

prejudice against Roma and Jews ema-

nating from both the ruling Fidesz and

the fascist Jobbik party. Life in Hungary

means murderous fascist violence and

systematic discrimination and poverty.

Roma people throughout Europe are reg-

ularly subject to police repression and

fascist pogroms, and have been expelled

en masse from many European Union

countries.

continued on page 9
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No Reprisals Against

Queens UPS Workers!

250 Face Firing

Over Walkout CBS

WV Photo

Top: Hundreds of Teamsters Local 804 members at UPS walked off job in Queens to

protest firing of co-worker, February 26. Below: UPS workers and supporters protest

against threatened company retaliation, Queens, March 21.

NEW YORK CITY—Around 250

UPS drivers in Teamsters Local

804 walked off the job In Maspeth,

Queens, on February 26 to protest

the firing of longtime union activist

Jairo Reyes—until they were pressed

by union officials to go back to work

a few hours later. On March 3, com-

pany executives broke away from

official discussions with the union

over potential discipline for the walk-

out and hit these drivers with “work-

ing terminations,” which means they

can be fired at any time. UPS also

banned Teamsters business agent

Liam Russertt. a leader of the job

action, from all company facilities.

“Big Brown” management nation-

wide is notorious for vicious anti-

uhion persecution of workers, petty

disciplinary write-ups and enforcing

a backbreaking pace of work. The

Maspeth UPS bosses terminated

Reyes, who had been on the job for

24 years, on fabricated “dishonesty”

charges of punching in early with-

out permission. In reality, he was

sent packing for filing a grievance

against the company, which had vio-

lated seniority rules in fixing route

start times. His firing was the straw

that broke the camel's back for union

members who have to put up with the

company’s “culture of harassment.”

not only the drivers but also the part-

time inside workers who joined the

protest after finishing their shifts.

Now the company has turned up

the heal on the workforce. According

to Russertt, “it only helps the com-

pany’s fear mongering with me not

being on the job to talk to the guys.”

If UPS goes ahead and fires the 250

for their elementary act of union

solidarity, all Local 804 must be

prepared to mobilize in action until

every worker has his job back and

disciplinary records are wiped clean.

And it is incumbent upon the rest of

New York City labor to back them up.

Reinstate Jairo Reyes! Lift the ban

against Liam Russertt! No reprisals

against the drivers!

The brief exercise of union power by

the Maspeth workers stands in sharp

contrast to the path later charted by

the Local 804 leadership. Video of the

February 26 job action posted on the

Internet documents the palpable anger of

the workers who wanted to fight. Indeed,

a phone call from local president Tim Syl-

vester urging everyone to go to his truck

was not heeded. Workers started their

routes only after the secretary-treasurer

was dispatched to the facility.

Since then, union officials have built a

campaign around getting capitalist Dem-
ocratic Party politicians to pressure the

company to “respect" their workers. On
March 21. Sylvester called a press confer-

ence and rally outside the Maspeth garage,

attended by about 100 workers. NYC Pub-

lic Advocate Letilia James. City Council

majority leader Jimmy Van Bramer and

other “friend of labor” Democrats blew a

lot of hot air in speeches meant to play to

working-class constituents.

The Working Families Party (WFP),

whose purpose is to shill for the Demo-

cratic Party swindlers, helped the union

bureaucrats organize this campaign. WFP
is coauthor with MoveOn.org of one of

several online petitions that have'garnered

100,000 signatures in support of the vic-

timized Teamsters with the toothless mes-

sage: “Tell UPS: Firing 250 workers for

protesting is wrong!” The union’s own
petition demands that all UPS workers

“be treated with dignity, respect and fair-

ness.” But UPS. like other capitalist enter-

prises, respects nothing but the profits it

squeezes out of its workforce.

It is not wrong in itself to seek allies

among friendly UPS customers in the

community who know and depend on the

drivers. But as is normally the case, union

officials are substituting a consumer cam-

paign for mobilizing solid labor action

and solidarity, a losing strategy. Allies

with real potential social power are to be

found among the city unions, all currently

working under expired contracts because

their leaders have pinned all their hopes

on the largesse of new Democratic mayor

Bill de Blasio, who has made clear that he

will not give without taking.

The working class can hit the capi-

talists where it matters, in their profits.

Workers make the wheels of industry

turn—or not, as when the Maspeth UPS
drivers withdrew their labor on February

26. The 1997 national UPS strike reduced

commerce to a crawl and wrung con-

cessions from management, notably the

promise of 10,000 full-time driver posi-

tions for part-time loaders. That struggle

united black, white and Latino, part-time

and full-time, younger and older workers,

cutting across the divisions that weaken

the working class. (See “Unchain Labor’s

Power!’’, WV' No. 673, 5 September 1997.)

But UPS reneged on its promise, and

the Teamsters bureaucracy has taken

it lying down, squandering the poten-

tial power of the union.

On that score, there’s little dif-

ference between “old guard” busi-

ness unionists typified by current

International Brotherhood of Team-

sters (IBT) president James Hoffa

Jr. and “reformers” who lionize his

predecessor Ron Carey for the 1997

strike, such as the current Local 804

leadership. In the Teamsters, reform

has become synonymous with invit-

ing the capitalist government into

the union to “clean up” corruption as

against mobilizing the union ranks

to clean house themselves. The main

culprit is the Teamsters for a Demo-
cratic Union (TDU). which in the late

1980s filed lawsuits that first opened

the union’s door to the government

and then delivered the blueprint for

reorganizing the Teamsters to the

Justice Department. The Feds have

been running union elections, install-

ing regulators and putting locals in

receivership ever since.

The aim of the government in inter-

fering in the affairs of the unions is not

to ensure "democracy” but to cripple

them. The career of Ron Carey is an

object lesson. Having sued the union

himself in the bosses’ courts, he won
the 1991 election for IBT president

with TDU support. Six years later, on

the heels of the wildly popular UPS
strike, the Feds turned on their eager

accomplice in a renewed anti-union

vendetta. Under the pretext of "polit-

ical contribution violations.” (Tarey

was barred from running for office

again. Similarly, far from rooting

out corruption, the earlier govern-

ment war against Jimmy Hoffa was

intended to crush his campaign for a

Master Freight Agreement, a single

national trucking contract.

Over the years, fake leftists like the

International Socialist Organization

and FightBack!news, which is associ-

ated with the Chicago-based Freedom

Road Socialist Organization, have been

effusive in their praise of Carey and

the TDU. Such groups are incapable

of telling the simple truth to the work-

ing class: The capitalist state, with its

cops, courts and prisons, is the repres-

sive apparatus that protects the profits and

rule of the ruling class against the workers

and oppressed. Instead, they peddle the lie

that the government and the state power it

represents are neutral and can be pressured

into serving the interests of the workers.

By their appeals to the bosses' stale,

union-suing "reformers” and their osten-

sibly socialist supporters undermine the

very purpose of unions—to defend work-

ers from the bosses. Both wings of the

union bureaucracy stand for class collab-

oration in one form or another, especially

the subordination of labor to the political

fortunes of the Democratic Party. What
workers need is a leadership that sets

the unions on the path of class struggle

against the exploiters. The watchword

must be the total independence of the

unions from the capitalists, their political

parties and their state.
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Reuters photos

Left: Cuban doctors train Venezuelan medical students at maternity hospitai outside Caracas, 2011. Right: Reactionary
mob sets fire to Cuban fiag during anti-government protest, March 7.

Venezuela...
(continuedfrom page 1)

government buyouts—represent a means

by which countries under imperialist dom-

ination can achieve a degree of economic

independence. But far from placing the

productive wealth of society in the hands

of working people, these nationalizations

have helped Chavez’s cronies in the

so-called bolihurguesia (Bolivarian bour-

geoisie) line their pockets.

U.S. policy in Latin America has left

a centuries-long bloody trail of military

interventions, American-installed dicta-

tors and death squads. It is in the interests

of working people in the U.S.. as well as in

Venezuela, to oppose a U.S.-backed coup

or other imperialist intervention in the

country. At the same time, political sup-

port to chavismo and the Maduro regime

only subordinates the Venezuelan working

class to its capitalist exploiters. For this

reason, during the 2004 referendum to

recall Chavez, we argued for abstention

rather than a no vole. As we wrote in “U.S.

Imperialism’s Referendum Ploy Fails

—

Populist Capitalist Ruler Chavez Prevails”

OVV No. 831, 3 September 2004):

"The immediate perspective that is

urgently posed is not only to oppose
U.S. imperialist incursions into Vene-
zuela and elsewhere, but to fight to shat-

ter the support of the workers movement
to either Chivez or the opposition, and
to forge a revolutionary internationalist

workers party to lead the working class

to power. This requires an intransigent

fight against nationalism in Venezuela,

which obscures class divisions in the

country. Only the victorious struggle

for working-class rule, i.e., socialist rev-

olution throughout the Americas, will

ensure land to the landless and enable

the oil workers and other proletarians to

enjoy the wealth created by their labor.”

Nationalist Populism:
Dead End for Working People

Like L^zaro Cdrdenas who ruled Mex-
ico in the 1930s or Argentina’s Juan Per6n

in the 1940s and ’50s, Chdvez, a former

colonel who had attempted an unsuc-

cessful military coup in 1992, was what

Marxists call a bonapartist ruler. The
term applies to a strongman, typically a

(former) military leader like the original

Napoleon Bonaparte, heading a regime

that in a period of crisis elevates itself to a

position of "leader of the nation.” As revo-

lutionary Marxist Leon Trotsky explained

when writing about the Cardenas regime

which expropriated the petroleum and
energy industries:

“In the industrially backward coun-
tries foreign capital plays a decisive

role. Hence the relative weakness of the

naiionat bourgeoisie in relation to the

national proletariat. This creates special

conditions of state power. The govern-
ment veers between foreign and domes-
tic capital, between the weak national

bourgeoisie and the relatively powerful
proletariat. This gives the government
a Bonapartist character of a distinctive

character. It raises itself, so to speak,
above classes. Actually, it can govern
either by making itself the instrument
of foreign capitalism and holding the

proletariat in the chains of a police dic-

tatorship. or by maneuvering with the
proletariat and even going so far as to

make concessions to it. thus gaining the
possibility of a certain freedom toward
the foreign capitalists."—“Nationalized Industry and

Workers' Management” (1939)

Populist reform and neoliberal auster-

ity are two faces of capitalist class rule

in dependent countries, that is, alter-

nate policy prescriptions available to the

national bourgeoisie, as demonstrated in

Venezuela itself. In 1976, President Carlos

Andrds Pdrez nationalized the oil industry

with compensation. Buoyed by increas-

ing oil prices, he invested heavily in

social programs, expanding government
employment and improving education and
health care. But when Pdrez was elected

president again in 1989. the oil market
had crashed, so he implemented massive
austerity at the behest of the International

Monetary Fund.

Chavez’s principal concern upon com-
ing to power in 1998 was to solve the

problem of the country’s faltering oil

profits, the lifeblood of the Venezuelan

bourgeoisie. He moved immediately to

discipline the oil workers union and to

otherwise increase the efficiency of the

stale-owned oil industry, while pressing

the OPEC oil cartel to jack up prices. It

was for such efforts, and in the interest

of political stability, that Chdvez was ini-

tially supported by much of the ruling

class. This included not least his former

comrades in the military high command,
who were instrumental in restoring him
to power after the short-lived 2002 coup.

Chdvez was lucky: the price of oil rose

from $10.87 per barrel in 1998 to $96.13

in 2013. However, the price of oil is noto-

riously unstable and the United Stales,

the largest recipient of Venezuela’s oil,

has cut its imports. The social welfare

programs introduced by Chavez cannot

be sustained in the long term under capi-

talism. With declining productivity drag-

ging down its economy. Venezuela has

managed to keep afloat in no small part

due to billions of dollars in loans from

the Chinese deformed workers stale in

exchange for oil.

Most of the Venezuelan capitalist class

enriched itself by siphoning off the oil

wealth of the country. Chdvez’s use of this

revenue for social reforms angered elements

of the bourgeoisie who had long seen this

money as their personal slush fund. When
Chavez implemented price and currency

controls and nationalizations, the divide

deepened. Some one million wealthy

and middle-class Venezuelans have left

the country from the time Chavez came
to power. Many have sent their money
abroad—including to Miami, the snake

pit of ami-Communist Cuban exiles. In

response, the government instituted more
price and currency controls, which made
it more difficult for private companies to

get capital, hardening opposition to the

government. As a result, many capitalist

manufacturers, such as in the auto indus-

try, have closed up shop, increasing Ven-
ezuela’s dependency on imported goods.

To boost profits, many private stores

have refused to sell products at the offi-

cial government rales, insisting on higher

prices. Government-subsidized staples are

illegally exported to Colombia by specu-

lators and sold for higher prices. Hoarding

is reported to be widespread. The tradi-

tional “market solution.” i.e., relaxation

of price and currency controls and gov-

ernment subsidies introduced by Chavez,

would no doubt spur private capitalists to

produce and sell more products. Just as

in Colombia and other Latin American
countries, such measures would be good
for the balance sheets of the capitalists,

but disastrous for everybody else.

In Venezuela today, the poor are not

starving, but shortages of basic products

have made conditions more miserable. So
long as the productive wealth of society

is in private hands, production will be

guided by what increases capitalist prof-

its. The masses will remain subject to

exploitation and oppression, and economic

development will be subordinated to the

dictates of the imperialist-dominated

world market. There can be no permanent

amelioration of the plight of the urban

and rural poor without the smashing of

the capitalist state and the overthrow of

the capitalist social order. The perspective

of the International Communist League is

for a series of workers revolutions across

the globe, which would pave the way for

an internationally planned, collectivized

economy and the accompanying expan-

sion of the productive forces of society in

accordance with human need.

Left Apologists for Chavismo
Most self-described socialist organiza-

tions flocked to support Hugo Chdvez’s

“Bolivarian Revolution” and continue to

act as the leftist marketing department

for Maduro. Alan Woods, who leads the

International Marxist Tendency (IMT), is

prominent among these types, boasting

of being a “Trotskyist” adviser to first

Chavez and now Maduro. The March 5

article “Carry Out the Legacy of Hugo
Chavez!” (marxist.com) by Woods lauds

the toiling masses for having “saved the

Revolution and pushed it forward” and
beseeches them to buckle down against

the “reformists” and “bureaucrats” in the

Caracas government.

In the declaration "Hugo Chavez Is

Dead: The Fight for Socialism Lives!” (6

March 2013) issued prior to the election

of Maduro last year, the IMT elaborated:

“Hugo Chivez died before completing the

great task he had set before himself: the

carrying out of the socialist revolution in

Venezuela. It is now up to the workers and

peasants—the real motor force of the Boli-

varian Revolution—to carry this task out

to the end.” They go on to implore: “We
must ensure that the next government will

carry out a socialist policy.”

The IMT would have the working

masses serve as foot soldiers to bolster

the position of Maduro. thereby helping

to prop up capitalist rule. The glorifica-

tion of a former army colonel and his

acolyte, who have been at the helm of the

repressive Venezuelan capitalist state for

the last 16 years, disarms the workers

and binds them to a wing of Venezuela’s

ruling class. The only reliable defense

against capitalist immiseration, whether

imposed by the rightist opposition or by

the Maduro government, is the independ-

ent struggle of the working class. And
the fight for socialism can advance only

if the proletariat struggles under its own
banner. Socialism will result not from the

“Bolivarian Revolution” that does nothing

to challenge capitalist property but from
workers revolution that sweeps away the

bourgeois state apparatus and expropri-

ates capitalist property.

The IMT sees in the “Bolivarian Revo-
lution” a repeat of the Cuban Revolution.

As IMT spokesman Jorge Martin put it.

the “dynamic of action and reaction of

the Venezuelan revolution reminds us in a
very powerful way of the first years of the

Cuban revolution” (marxist.com. 1 March
2005). Such a comparison, though, has no
basis in reality.

When Castro’s forces marched into

Havana on 1 January 1959 culminating
several years of guerrilla war. the bour-
geois army and the rest of the capital-

ist stale apparatus that had propped
up the U.S.-backed Batista dictator-

ship collapsed in disarray. Initially, the

heterogeneous petty-bourgeois rebels

were committed to no more than a pro-

gram of radical-democratic reforms, but
under the pressure of U.S. imperialism
would begin a series of nationalizations.

By the lime Castro declared Cuba
“socialist" in 1961, the Cuban bourgeoi-
sie and the U.S. imperialists and their

CIA and Mafia henchmen had all fled

and capitalist properly had been expro-
priated. Quite unlike Venezuela, where
the bourgeoisie is fully intact as a class,

what was established in Cuba in 1960-61
was a deformed workers stale: a society

in which private properly is collectiv-

ized. but a parasitic bureaucratic caste,

not the workers, holds political power.
The fact that a petty-bourgeois guerrilla

movement could overthrow capitalist rule

was due to historically exceptional cir-

cumstances—the absence of the working
class as a contender for power in its own
right, hostile imperialist encirclement and
the flight of the national bourgeoisie, and
a lifeline thrown by the Soviet Union. The
Cuban workers state itself was modeled
on the Soviet Union after its bureaucratic

degeneration at the hands of the Stalin-

Reulefs

San Cristobal, February 27: Food shortages have led to long lines outside
supermarkets.
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Above: Roma villagers in eastern
Hungary flee homes in fear of fascist

vigilante “patrols.” Inset: Canadian
government billboard in Hungary warns
against seeking asylum in Canada.
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Refugees...
(continuedfrom page 6)

This has not stopped Tory politicians

from smearing Roma refugees as “bogus.”

Last year. Canada sponsored massive bill-

boards in the Hungarian city of Miskolc

(a former Industrial centre afflicted by

poverty and mass unemployment since

Hungary’s capitalist counterrevolution in

1989), warning would-be migrants against

seeking asylum in Canada.

For the last year. Hungarian Roma
have been slated for “fast track" deporta-

tion. Classrooms in neighbourhoods like

Toronto's Parkdale. where hundreds of

Roma children attended school (many for

the first time), were emptied. As students

and teachers mourned the sudden removal

of friends and classmates, a government

news release boasted of reducing the num-
ber of Roma asylum seekers by 98 percent.

“Free Market" Misery,
Locked-Down Borders

The torments inflicted on people who
thought they’d made it to safety in Can-
ada are the product of decades of policies

enacted by both Liberal and Conserva-

tive governments. While the Canadian
bourgeoisie likes to cultivate an image of

“tolerance” and “inclusion." it was only

in 1967 that demand for new sources of

labour mandated an end to the longstand-

ing. deeply racist colour bar on immigra-

tion. Legal niceties like citizenship and

other democratic rights have never been a

barrier to the rulers. During World War II.

they interned some 23.000 Japanese Cana-

dians. robbing them of their property.

After the war. thousands were deported

to war-ravaged Japan, where many had

never lived.

The capitalist class has always wielded

immigration policy as a weapon to divide

workers and drive down labour costs. The
flow of people into the country is regu-

lated to serve but one principle: the need

to increase profits. Today’s ever tighter

laws against immigrants and refugees

are another link in the new chains being

forged for working people by capitalist

governments from North America to West
Europe and beyond. Such countries lord it

over the masses of the neocolonial world

under the global system of imperialism.

Bolshevik leader V. I. Lenin identified

imperialism as “a world system of colo-

nial oppression and financial strangula-

tion of the overwhelming majority of the

population of the world by a handful of

’advanced’ countries” (imperialism, the

Highest Stage of Capitalism, 1916). The
counterrevolutionary destruction of the

Soviet Union, the world’s first workers

state, in 1991-92 removed the chief obsta-

cle to unbridled imperialist pillage across

the planet and laid a basis for intensified

interimperialist rivalries.

In Asia. Africa and Latin America, this

imperialist system of subjugation drives

untold millions into terrible poverty. As

the screws are tightened, local ruling

classes promote religious fundamental-

ism or spawn national and ethnic con-

flicts which typically culminate in state

repression, pogromist violence or both.

Whether by economic .strangulation or

violent social convulsion, whole commu-
nities find thcm.selves forced to flee their

homes as a matter of survival.

For a Class-Struggle Fight
to Defend Refugees!

The same capitalist class that is destroy-

ing our unions and shredding our pensions

and every other social benefit won through

struggle is waging this racist war on refu-

gees. It is in the direct interest of the mul-

tiracial working class to bring its enor-

mous potential power to bear in defense

of asylum seekers and other migrants.

Filipino health care workers. Portu-

guese and Latino construction workers.

Sikh truckers; immigrant workers, includ-

ing the undocumented, form a strategic

core of the proletariat. This underscores

that any effective fight against the capi-

talists' attacks must go hand in hand with

a struggle against the anti-immigrant

racism which the bosses use to divide

the working class along racial and ethnic

lines. Fighting for the rights of immi-

grants and refugees is an elementary act

of self-defense for the working class.

Stoking antagonisms among working

people $0 as to divide and poison their

struggles is a cornerstone of the profit

system. The bosses’ agents in this are the

pro-capitalist union misleaders and the

social democrats of the New Democratic

Parly [NDP]. who push the lie that Cana-

dian workers have a common national

interest with Canadian capitalists.

This is what explains the aid and com-
fort the NDP has given to the Tory war on

refugees. The party’s platitudes about ref-

ugee rights ring pretty hollow against the

fact that the NDP backed the Tories’ 2010

“Balanced Refugee Reform Act.” This law

greatly sped up deportations of failed asy-

lum seekers from supposedly safe “desig-

nated countries” and limited their appeals.

Prominent NDP MP [Member of Parlia-

ment! Olivia Chow bragged about helping

the Tories to “fast-track” the law. Other

New Democrats have joined the outcry

against “human smuggling." and Chow
herself demanded more money for immi-
gration cops. When the even harsher Bill

C-31 was introduced, the NDP’s immi-
gration critic Don Davies praised Tory

minister Kenney for seeking a “fast and

fair determination process.” As to refu-

gees who don’t make the cut. his message
was. “deport them out ofCanada swiftly.”

This is the NDP in opposition, proving

its bona fides to the ruling class. When
in power provincially. the NDP has more
than once shown its suitability to rule on

behalf of capitalism, carrying out attacks

on the foreign-born while going after the

workers. In Ontario in the early 1990s, an

NDP government presided over a regime

of harsh capitalist austerity, including

moving to cancel medical coverage for

refugees and foreign students. In B.C. in

1999. the ruling New Democrats whipped

up a racist backlash against several boat-

loads of Chinese migrants.

Many unions have spoken out against

the government’s anti-refugee campaign.

The Canadian Labour Congress (CLC)
made the record with a letter protest-

ing Harper’s anti-immigrant Bill C-31

in March 2012. However, the nationalist

protectionism pushed by the union mis-

leaders serves to fuel nativist reaction that

scapegoats not only workers abroad, but

foreign-born workers here at home.

Two years ago. Steelworkers union

leaders in B.C. unleashed an ugly. China-

bashing campaign against temporary Chi-

nese workers hired to work at a northern

B.C. coal mine. In support of this drive,

a CLC news release began, "CLC wants

work permits rescinded for offshore min-

ers,” a call for the Chinese workers to be

barred or expelled from Canada.

The Tories have vastly expanded the

Temporary Foreign Worker Program,

whereby immigrant workers are brought

into the country as a pool of superex-

ploited cheap labour. Their temporary sta-

tus makes them especially vulnerable to

abuse, as any assertion of their rights can

mean not only the loss of employment but

also deportation. A class-struggle labour

leadership would counter these repres-

sive measures with a fight to unionize

these workers, demanding equal pay for

equal work. It would combat all forms of

anti-immigrant racism, demanding an end

to the abusive Temporary Foreign Worker
Program and full citizenship rights for

all (see “Union Tops’ Ugly Campaign
Against Foreign Workers in B.C.,” SC
No. 175, Winter 2012/2013).

From the early history of the workers

movement in Canada, militant immigrant

workers led the way in combatting the

racial, religious and ethnic divisions fos-

tered by the rulers to poison and defeat

class struggle. For the Communist Parly

of the 1920s—whose base was among
Ukrainian. Finnish and Jewish immi-
grant workers—this meant direct politi-

cal struggles with reactionary bureaucrats

leading the established unions. Then as

now, relatively privileged and conserva-

tive layers within the workers movement
acted as the crucial transmission belt for

anti-immigrant chauvinism among the

workers.

The NDP social democrats and their

reformist camp followers seek to con work-

ing people with the lie that with the help

of petitions, lobbying and the occasional

demonstration, the capitalist state can be

pressured to adopt a fair or “non-racist”

immigration policy. But the barbarities of

capitalist imperialism cannot be remedied

without a proletarian socialist revolution

that takes power out of the hands of this

ruling class. We communists seek to win
politically advanced workers and youth to

the understanding that the workers have a

common interest not with their employers,

but with their class brothers and sisters in

Asia, the Americas. Africa and Europe.

It will be through a series of victori-

ous socialist revolutions around the globe

that the working class in power will be

able to put an end to the needless suffer-

ing which the daily workings of the profit

system generate across the planet. Decay-

ing capitalism spells only poverty, racism

and war—let it perish! For our part, we
emphatically echo the call of the Commu-
nist Manifesto, penned over 150 years ago
by the young revolutionaries Karl Marx
and Friedrich Engels. “Working men of all

countries unite!” affirmed the Manifesto:

“The proletarians have nothing to lose but

their chains. They have a world to win.”B

ist usurpers beginning in 1923-24. As we
did with the Soviet degenerated workers

slate before its destruction, we call for the

unconditional military defense of Cuba
and for workers political revolution to

oust the ruling bureaucratic caste.

The Castro bureaucracy in Cuba em-
braces the Stalinist dogma of “.socialism

in one country.” Thus, it denies the need

for proletarian revolution internationally,

not only elsewhere in Latin America but

particularly in the advanced capitalist

world. Further damaging the defense of

Cuba, the bureaucracy has cozied up to

and provided “revolutionary” cover for

all kinds of anti-working-class capital-

ist regimes. Meanwhile, various “market
reform” measures introduced in response

to Cuba’s severe post-Soviet economic
problems have brought widening inequal-

ity (sec "Cuba: Economic Crisis and
‘Market Reforms’.” V/V No. 986. 16 Sep-

tember 2011).

In those countries like Venezuela where
capitalism emerged belatedly, the bour-

geoisies are loo weak, too fearful of the

proletariat and too dependent on the world

market—dominated by the U.S., Europe
and Japan—to break the chains of imperi-

alist subjugation and resolve mass poverty

and other burning social problems. The
only way forward is, as Trotsky staled

in The Permanent Revolution (1930), the

fight for "the dictatorship of the proletar-

iat as the leader of the subjugated nation,

above all of its peasant masses.” The dic-

tatorship of the proletariat would place on

the order of the day not only democratic

but also socialist tasks, such as collec-

tivizing the economy, giving a mighty

impulse to International socialist revolu-

tion. Only the victory of the proletariat

in the advanced capitalist world would
ensure against bourgeois restoration and

secure the possibility of bringing socialist

construction to its conclusion.

It is the task of Marxists to break illu-

sions in bourgeois populists like Chivez in

order to forge revolutionary parties of the

working class. As we wrote in “Venezuela:

Populist Nationalism vs. Proletarian Revo-

lution” (WV No. 860. 9 December 2005):
"History will reserve a harsh verdict

for those 'leftists' who promote one or
another left-talking capitalist caudillo.

The way forward for the downtrodden
throughout the Americas does not lie

through painting nationalist strongmen
us revolutionaries and populist forays as
revolutions. It lies instead in construct-

ing national sections of a reforged Fourth
International in the spirit of uncompro-
mising revolutionary hostility to any and
all kinds of capitalist rule.”

South of the Rfo Bravo, such parties

will have to be built in political struggle

against widespread illusions in populism

and nationalism. In the U.S.. a revolu-

tionary workers parly will be built in

the struggle to break the proletariat from
the capitalist Democratic Party and to

mobilize it in solidarity with alt those

oppressed and exploited by U.S. imperi-

alism around the world.

International

Marxist
Tendency’s Alan
Woods (right),

"Trotskyist
”

adviser to

Chavez (left)

and Maduro.
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Unity in struggle of unionized Unifor workers and the non-union United
Truckers Association on display during recent strike.

Vancouver...
{continuedfrom page 12)

would-be scabs aware that strikebreaking

would be dangerous to their health. Vin-

dictively. police and .security forces were

mobilized to continually film the strikers.

The PMV also threatened to terminate the

permits of striking UTA truckers, which

would bar them from future work at the

port. On March 19. the British Columbia

Liberal government, egged on by the Con-

servative rulers in Ottawa, announced that

it would enact legislation to break the strike

by Unifor workers.

Strikers responded to these moves with

defiance. As Unifor's B.C. Area Director

Gavin McGarrigle said, “What I’m hear-

ing from some of the members on the

picket line is they’re considering going to

jail” (Canadian Press. 20 March). Earlier,

Unifor and UTA members had both over-

whelmingly rejected a settlement pro-

posed by a government mediator. Now,

rather than leave the UTA alone on the

picket lines, an angry and militant Unifor

membership pushed the union leaders to

take an uncharacteristically defiant stand.

After flying into B.C.. Unifor national

president Jerry Dias announced that the

union would refuse to obey back-to-work

legislation and demanded an immediate

reopening of negotiations.

Though it represents only a minority of

the port truckers. Unifor is part of the larg-

est private-sector union in Canada, with a

$135 million strike fund. When the union

declared that it would defy the strike-

breaking law, the government blinked,

abandoning its hardline "no negotiations”

posture. Half a day later, both Unifor and

the UTA had a deal that saw the govern-

ment make numerous concessions.

Labour’s Got to

Play Hardball to Win!
These events hold important lessons

for the whole labour movement, which has

seen one defeat after the other thanks to

the cap-in-hand begging to the bosses that

most union bureaucrats call "bargaining.”

Indeed, five years ago the leaders of the

Canadian Auto Workers, one of the unions

that merged to found Unifor last summer,

surrendered to the auto bosses’ demands
for wage and benefit cuts of $19 an hour.

In contrast, the determination and unity

of the UTA and Unifor truckers tempo-

rarily put some steel in the backbone of

their leaders and forced the government

and port authority to withdraw the strike-

breaking bill, the punitive lawsuit and the

revoking of permits. The settlement also

includes improved wages and trip rates as

well as payments for wait times. However,

it states that the PMV will only rescind

permit suspensions “where no criminal

charges have been laid against any driver

or operator by the police.” While no one

has yet been charged for activities on the

picket lines, this measure could open the

door to reprisals. In the event of any retal-

iation, ail labour must stand in defense of

the strikers.

Port truckers have immense potential

social power. They are a vital part of the

waterfront workforce and a key link in the

worldwide cargo chain. Yet large numbers

remain ensnared by the “owner-operator”

system that downloads all the risks and

costs of trucking onto individual truckers.

This system also impacts negatively on

the political outlook and consciousness of

many truckers by giving rise to an entre-

preneurial mentality. Do they identify with

the workers, or do they aspire to become
a boss? The idea that by owning your own
truck you can get ahead and maybe even

start your own business is a myth that does

not stand up against the harsh reality.

Some 150 cutthroat trucking compa-
nies operate at the Vancouver port, fuel-

ling the pernicious practice of undercut-

ting that has seen some drivers forced to

work for even less than the a!ready-low

standard rates. An additional burden is

that port truckers must meet the costs of

expensive emission controls in the name
of keeping the port “green.”

In 2005, the port truckers, then largely

owner-operators, struck for 47 days. In

the aftermath, the port authority imposed

a moratorium on new owner-operator

permits. The result is that today a slight

majority of truckers, 54 percent, are

employees rather than owner-operators.

Going into this year’s strike, drivers had

not seen a wage or rate increase for eight

years: many were making less than they

did in 2006. Average pay was just $15.69

an hour, much less than the $23 made by

other B.C. truckers, with employees get-

ting slightly more than owner-operators.

More than half are paid by the trip rather

than by the hour and work eleven-hour

days under gruelling conditions. Cutbacks

inside the port have contributed to longer

wait times—up to six hours—which were

hitherto unpaid. Less than a third of the

workers get health and pension benefits.

As one trucker told our comrades on the

picket line, “We were slaves in India and

we are slaves In Canada.”

Like the truckers that work U.S.

coastal ports, Vancouver port truckers

remain largely non-union. Recent years

have seen repeated protests and strikes

by port truckers in cities up and down the

East and Gulf Coasts as well as the West

Coast, from Los Angeles to Seattle, but

the Vancouver strike was by far the most

sustained. In the course of this struggle,

many of the divisions between unionized

Unifor workers and the non-union UTA
fell away as strikers stood shoulder to

shoulder on the picket lines, their ban-

ners intermingled. But organizing all the

port truckers into a common union—part

of organizing all port workers—-remains

a vital task.

As they return to work, many port truck-

ers are already wondering how the gains

won in the new deal will be enforced.

Indeed, truckers at a mass UTA meeting

on March 27 heard that some 60 men had

been fired by trucking companies who
claimed no work was available. Most have

since been rehired. But this underlines the

workforce’s vulnerability to the whims
of the bosses. Instead of the parasitic,

profit-gouging trucking companies decid-

ing who gets to work, port truckers need

to be fully unionized with their own union

hiring hall and a strong seniority system to

undercut favouritism and reprisals.

Overturning the whole owner-operator

system that enslaves drivers to the truck-

ing companies will take hard class strug-

gle by all unions on the waterfront. Cou-

pled with a fight for all drivers to get full

union-scale wages and benefits, the entire

owner-operator scam could be shattered.

Port truckers would come to view joining

the ranks of organized labour as wage
workers as a far better alternative to their

present destitution.

For United Struggle
by All Port Workers!

The truckers fought hard and managed

to shut down a good part of PMV’s oper-

ations, but they stood alone as the rest of

the labour movement did little to support

this vital class battle. What was posed

was a struggle to shut down ail the ter-

minals, from Burrard Inlet to the Fraser

River, bringing Canada’s only major West

Coast port to a standstill. Such a class-

struggle perspective requires confronting

and defying the bosses’ laws. Tactics like

secondary boycotts, hot-cargoing and

sympathy strikes are what built the unions

in the first place. Today, however, they are

more and more alien to a pro-capitalist

labour leadership that is mired in legalism

and loyalty to the social-democratic New
Democratic Party (NDP).

It took three weeks for the slick bureau-

crats who lead the B.C. Federation of

Labour to even call a rally in support of

the truckers. Some 1.500 hospital work-
ers, teachers and others joined the pro-

test in downtown Vancouver on March
21. But the union movement should have
been putting its muscle to work on the

picket lines, helping to ensure that noth-

ing moved in the port.

Criminally, leaders of the International

Longshore and Warehouse Union (ILWU)

did the opposite. Chained to the job by

the legalistic union tops, longshoremen

continued to load and unload ships. The

ILWU brass did not express even pro

forma solidarity with the port truckers.

Some of the South Asian UTA truckers

have also reported being harassed and bul-

lied by members of the ILWU. and exam-

ples of racist conduct were mentioned to

our supporters on the picket lines. This is

poisonous and can only weaken the posi-

tion of all port workers in the face of the

profjt-hungry bosses.

Longshoremen should recall that many

decades ago they were in a situation not

so different from that of the truckers

today, treated as “contract labour.” forced

to line up for the morning “shape up” in

which they were hired by corrupt gang

bosses based on favouritism and kick-

backs. Their strikes were broken and their

unions wrecked. The solidarity of truck-

ers at the San Francisco port was crucial

to the eventual victory of the 1934 strike

that laid the basis for the founding of the

ILWU as a powerful industrial union. The

workers movement will either advance as

one or be thrown back separately.

Immigrant Workers:
Key to Class Struggle

The truckers’ action sparked wide-

spread sympathy among the large Punjabi

community in the Vancouver area. Sikh

temples fed strikers while local Punjabi

radio stations gave the strike extensive

coverage. On March 21. strikers and sup-

porters flooded a Skytrain transit station

in the heavily South Asian suburb of Sur-

rey during the morning rush hour to gal-

vanize support.

The strike showed how crucial immi-

grant and other minority workers are

to the class struggle, but it also under-

scored their vulnerability. At least one

boss threatened a trucker with deporta-

tion if he backed the strike. This drives

home that it is in the direct interest of the

labour movement to defend all workers,

regardless of status, while fighting for

full citizenship rights for all immigrants.

When supporters of the Trotskyist

League visited the picket lines, strikers

snapped up copies of Workers Vanguard
with the article “For a Class-Struggle Fight

to Organize Port Truckers!” (No. 1038,

24 January). On March 24 at Deltaport,

a group of some 50 truckers applauded a

TL representative as he declared our sol-

idarity and saluted the strikers’ determi-

nation. Speaking in Punjabi, he explained

that we are a Marxist organization and

“look to workers as the social power to

overthrow this capitalist state.” He contin-

ued. “Whether it is the NDP. Liberals or

Conservatives, they have always tried to

break picket lines and force workers back

to work.” Indeed, every time it has run the

B.C. provincial government, the NDP has

upheld capitalist rule, including through
breaking workers strikes, from pulp, rail

and other workers in 1975 to school sup-

port workers in 2000.

The labour movement is under sustained

attack at every level as unions, jobs, pen-

sions and every other benefit are shredded.

The response of the union bureaucrats has

overwhelmingly been marked by coward-
ice. defeatism and a paralyzing acceptance

of the bosses’ laws and rules. The outcome
of the Vancouver port truckers’ struggle

gives a taste of what would be possible

it workers social power was unleashed
around a consistent class-struggle program.

For the workers to prevail against the

exploiters, they must be armed with the

understanding that labour and capital

have no common interests. This perspec-

tive requires a political fight against the

pro-capitalist union misleaders and their

NDP political partners. The working peo-

ple need their own multiracial workers

party, which would be in the forefront of

the struggles against union-busting and act

as a beacon for workers and the oppressed

everywhere. Only in this way can the

workers go forwa^ to their own class rule,

ripping the means of production from the

exploiters through socialist revolution and
placing them in the hands of those whose
labour makes this society run.B

SPARTACIST LEAGUE/U.S.
Local Directory and Public Offices

Web site: www.icl-fi.org • E-mail address: vanguard@tiac.net

National Office: Box 1377 GPO. New York, NY 10116, (212) 732-7860

Chicago Box 6441, Main PO. Chicago. IL 60680, (312) 563-0441
chicagospartaci5t@sbcglobal.net
Public Office: 1st Sat. of every month, 2-5 p m., and by
appointment. 222 S. Morgan (Buzzer 23)

Los Angeles Box 29574, Los Feliz Sta., Los Angeles. CA 90029, (213) 380-8239
slsycta@sbcglobal.net
Public Office: Sat. 2-5 p.m., 3806 Beverly Blvd., Room 215

New York Box 3381, Church St. Sta., New York, NY 10008. (212) 267-1025
nysl@tiac.net

Public Office: 1st Sat. of every month. 1-4 p.m., and by
appointment, 299 Broadway. Suite 318, Manhattan

Oakland Box 29497, Oakland, CA 94604, (510) 839-0851
slbayarea@fastmail.net

Public Office: Sat. 1-4 p.m., 1904 Franklin (Buzzer #407)

TROTSKYIST LEAOUE OF CANADA/LIGUE TROTSKYSTE DU CANADA

Montreal CP 83 Succ. Place-d Armes, Montreal QC H2Y 3E9, (514) 728-7578
trotskyste.montreal@gmall.com

Toronto Box 7198, Station A, Toronto, ON M5W 1X8, (416) 593-4138
spartcan@on.aibn.com

Vancouver Box 2717, Main P.O., Vancouver, BC V6B 3X2, (604) 687-0353
trotskyist_vancouver@shawcable.com

10 WORKERS VANGUARD



Harlem...
(continuedfrom page 12)

indicating that a dangerous leak had fueled

the explosion. Natural gas trapped below

the street can move horizontally, finding

its way into nearby buildings. National

Transportation Safety Board investigators

later found a leak at the eight-inch gas

main, which had sections of both cast-iron

and plastic pipe. One natural gas safety

expert noted: "If 1 lived near an 1887

small-diameter cast iron main. I’m living

next to a ticking time bomb." Indeed, just

a week after the Harlem explosion, a leak

was discovered from a crack in a 108-year-

old cast-iron main in the Bronx, forcing

the evacuation of two apartment buildings.

New York City still has about 3,000

miles of cast-iron pipe delivering gas.

Con Ed reported an astonishing 105,000

gas leaks in the city between January

2009 and the beginning of last month.

12,000 of which were due to corroded

pipes, in company filings with the fed-

eral Pipeline and Hazardous Materials

Safely Administration. And New York

is just the tip of the iceberg. There are

more than 1.2 million miles of gas-main

pipes in the U.S. Last year, the number

of reported gas leaks averaged about one

for every eight miles of pipe, Widespread

gas-line defects such as faulty welding

were highlighted by the September 2010

pipeline explosion in the San Francisco

suburb of San Bruno that killed eight

people and destroyed 38 homes.

A potential contributing factor to the

fatal East Harlem gas leak reportedly

was an earlier water-main break that

undermined the soil, creating a sinkhole

in front of the two buildings. The water

main was installed in 1897. and the typ-

ical NYC water main is almost 70 years

old. There have been nearly 400 water-

main breaks annually since 1998.

The widely despised Con Ed—the city’s

main energy trust and the oldest company
on the NY Slock Exchange—has allowed

its infrastructure to crumble. The money
that should have been spent on maintain-

ing and replacing pipes has instead gone

toward boosting profits for the compa-
ny's private investors. Now the utility is

under a modicum of pressure to replace

its decrepit piping and service equipment,

which it plans to do at a snail’s pace. Since

issuing a 2010 "long-range plan,” Con Ed
has replaced old gas pipe throughout NYC
at a rate of 65 miles per year, which would

take over 35 years to complete.

When it weighed in. the New York
slate Public Service Commission (PSC)
pounded the table...and ordered Con
Ed to make it 70 miles of replacement

pipe per year, shaving a few years off

the project. Contrary to the myth that

government utility regulators like the

PSC protect the "public interest.” the

actual mission of such bodies is to help

the utility companies achieve a satisfac-

tory return on investment. That's why a

truly accelerated infrastructure upgrade
program coming from the PSC is a pipe

dream. In the meantime, the number
of people who will die or be severely

injured as a result of widespread gas

leaks in the city is just another integer

in the cost-benefit analysis, that is. the

death calculus of capitalism.

Capitalist Rulers
Let Infrastructure Rot

When American capitalism was in its

ascendancy, the bourgeoisie allocated

funds for major public infrastructure proj-

ects out of its own self-interest, such as

providing efficient transportation for its

goods and workforce, No longer. Since

the 1970s. countless factories have rusted

into the ground after the capitalist own-
ers threw workers on the scrap heap and

moved production elsewhere in a bid to

boost flagging profit margins. Alongside

the ravaging of the country’s productive

forces, the capitalist rulers have scuttled

maintenance of roads, bridges, transit

systems, airports, power grids, dams and
water supplies—the very things needed

for society to function. Meanwhile, the life

expectancy of the systems built in earlier
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New York City: Locked out Con Ed union members rally with transit workers
outside company headquarters, July 2012.

running its workforce ragged and turning a

blind eye to “disintegrating” infrastructure.

In the report, though, the solution put

forward by the Local 1-2 lops is to bol-

ster the powers of the PSC, which is on

the side of Con Ed. Similarly, the union

bureaucrats preached reliance on that

capitalist government agency as well as

Democratic Party politicians during the

lockout, which ended when Governor

Andrew Cuomo intervened to make Local

1-2 members eat it (see "Cuomo, Con Ed
Strong-Arm Union into Concessions,”

WV No. 1006. 3 August 2012). Today,

with 300.000 NYC public employees still

working without contracts, the city labor

officialdom is stoking illusion.s in the new
mayor. But de Blasio’s "fiscally responsi-

In recent years. President Barack

Obama has given lip service to repairing

the nation’s aging infrastructure, at times

promising money and jobs that have never

materialized. When his latest proposal to

fund highway and other improvements met

resistance in Congress, Obama scolded

Republicans who “just don’t want to pay.”

But neither does the president, whose best

offer is a drop in the bucket of what is

actually needed. The fact is that Obama
and other Democratic Party politicians,

no less than the Republicans, represent the

capitalist ruling class that has no interest

in pouring money into the overhaul of

decrepit infrastructure, because it doesn't

immediately benefit the bottom line.

For a Planned Socialist
Economy!

Since the late 1990s. staffing at gas util-

ities nationwide has been cut by 20 percent

while consumer demand has increased by

20 percent, leading to longer hours for util-

ity workers, more service interruptions and

slower response times during system out-

ages. As of last year. Con Ed’s unionized

workforce, represented mainly by Utility

Workers Union of America (UWUA) Local

1-2, was at its lowest level in a decade.

Management has not only undermanned
the operation but also ruthlessly squeezed

Local 1-2 members to work more for less,

culminating in a lockout in 2012. With the

city suffocating under a deadly heat wave
at the time. Con Ed was more than willing

to imperil the lives and health of the poor,

sick, elderly and young in order to ratchet

up the exploitation of UWUA workers.

When Superstorm Sandy inundated

NYC and the surrounding area a few
months later. Local 1-2 members were

on the frontlines pulling in long hours to

ble” path to a “progressive agenda” means
givebacks in return for long-delayed

raises or back pay. however insufficient.

Less staff, longer hours and the slash-

ing of health benefits are an inherently

unsafe combination for utility, transit and

all the other workers pushed to the break-

ing point as they maintain the decaying

infrastructure of New York City.

It is high time to replace the union

bureaucracy with a leadership committed

to mobilizing labor’s power independent

of the state agencies and politicians of the

class enemy. A fighting labor movement
would enforce safety standards and shut

down structures and facilities that endan-

ger people, as well as insist on a massive

program of public works. It would engage

in struggle to organize the unorganized

and for jobs for all through a shorter

workweek at full union wages. Such bat-

tles must be directed toward ending the

rule of the capitalist class that in its twi-

light has put a death grip on society.

It is not difficult to develop a rational plan

to install and maintain modem pipelines in

the city or to provide gas-leak detectors for

every building to avoid man-made disasters

like the East Harlem blast. But this won't

happen any time soon, if at all. since the

capitalists and their political parlies and
government decide what gels done based

on what maximizes profits. In 1977, after

a citywide blackout brought about by inad-

equacies in Con Ed’s electrical infrastruc-

ture. we called for workers to expropriate

Con Ed without compensation (see “Get

Con Ed. Not the Ghettos,” WVNo. 167, 22

July 1977). This demand was linked to the

struggle to forge a revolutionary workers

party that fights for a workers government.

The fatal explosion in East Harlem lays

bare yet again the grim reality of capital-

ist America. The fundamental needs of

society will keep going unmet as long as

the capitalist order remains intact. The
only way out of this impasse is for the

proletariat to seize the productive wealth

in society from the greedy and irrespon-

sible bourgeois rulers and begin building

a collectivized, planned economy bused

on social need, not profit.

times is either running out or well past.

New York City graphically highlights

the stale of infrastructure nationwide as

well as the anarchic irrationality of the

capitalist system. While the bourgeois

media in the U.S. gets preachy about

corruption or negligence when buildings

or bridges topple in Third World coun-

tries. it is a different story when closer

to home. Here in the financial capital of

U.S. imperialism, 47 bridges have been

found structurally deficient, old buildings

collapse, construction cranes fall, under-

ground steam pipes and electrical trans-

formers explode and trains derail. Not to

mention the flood-prdne subways, where

over one-third of signals have exceeded

their “useful life.”

Our article "Capitalists Starve Infra-

structure: Working People Die” (WV No.

897, 31 August 2007) recounted a similar

list of disasters, including the explosion

of an 83-year-old Con Ed steam pipe in

Midtown Manhattan at the height of the

evening rush hour and the sudden col-

lapse of a Minneapolis bridge that killed

13. We noted: "For nearly four decades

the government has slashed infrastruc-

ture spending so much that the American

Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) 2Q05
report card gives an overall grade of ‘D’

(poor) to the country’s infrastructure as a

whole." Eight years later, the ASCE gives

an overall grade of "D+” and estimates

that it would cost $3.6 trillion to bring

infrastructure up to par.

2007 collapse of

I-35W bridge In

Minneapolis left

13 dead.

restore electricity, not least in the poor and

working-class neighborhoods that the city

administration all but abandoned. After-

ward. the union issued an “Assessment of

Restoration Efforts” (February 2013) that

detailed the damage done by Con Ed’s

“run it until it breaks” mentality whereby

“ongoing maintenance has been replaced

by emergency repairs, which are conducted

only when equipment fails.” The utility

was inviting catastrophe, and it still is, by
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WOUKiRS MtteifAM
For a Class-Struggle Fight to Organize All Port Workers!

Port Truckers Strike

Beats Back Bosses’ Attacks
Vancouver, B.C.

The following article was written by

our comrades of the Trotskyist League/

Ligue Trotskyste, Canadian section of

the International Communist League.

After a bitter month-lorig strike, some

1,600 Vancouver, British Columbia, port

truckers returned to work on March 27

with a settlement that includes significant

gains. The strike began on February 26

when more than 1,200 mostly non-union

drivers, members of the United Truckers

Association (UTA), walked off the job

demanding higher pay rates and shorter

wait times at the port. On March 10,

they were joined by about 400 unionized

truckers in Unifor-Vancouver Container

Truckers’ Association.

The strike, waged by a workforce that

is mainly Punjabi, became one of the

most prolonged waterfront labour battles

seen on the North American West Coast

in years. Facing down attacks by the port

authority, the trucking companies and

the federal and provincial governments,

these heavily immigrant drivers stood

firm, powerfully demonstrating that even

a fairly small number of workers can have

a huge impact when they act collectively.

Vancouver is the largest export port in

North America. As grain and forest prod-

ucts began to pile up in containers outside

the port, the Port Metro Vancouver (PMV)
bosses went after the UTA with a vindictive

lawsuit, claiming ^at the strike was costing

up to $885 [US $800] million a week and

causing untold harm, including “to Can-

ada itself.” Braying about “violence.” the

PMV got an injunction prohibiting pickets

on port property only days into the strike.

Nevertheless, the determined strikers suc-

ceeded in choking off the movement of

cargo. Truckers protested and picketed out-

side the terminals every day, while making

continued on page JO
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March 24: UTA/Unifor port truckers picket at Deltaport. Month-long strike

stood down government strikebreaking, won gains.

U.S. Infrastructure: Ticking Time Bomb

East Harlem Gas Explosion
The five-story buildings at 1644

and 1646 Park Avenue in East Har-

lem were reduced to a three-story

heap of brick and twisted steel after

a horrific explosion, triggered by a

gas leak, on March 12. The blast sent

tremors across this heavily Latino

and black neighborhood. All told,

eight people died from smoke inha-

lation. severe burns or the crushing

impact of the rubble, and over 60
were injured. A young woman who
lived nearby described the scene:

“We saw people flying out of the

windows. Those are my neighbors,”

Consolidated Edison CEO John
McAvoy immediately tried to evade

culpability by grotesquely chiding

the people of Harlem for not doing

enough to report the gas leak earlier.

In his words, a call alerting Con Ed
to the problem nearly 20 minutes

before the explosion “was a low pri-

ority” because more residents had

not phoned. Also absolving the util-

ity giant was New York City mayor
and libera! darling Bill de Blasio, who
offered that the explosion was "a trag-

edy of the worst kind because there

was no indication in time to save peo-

ple.” But outraged Harlem residents

were not buying it: Con Ed is notorious

for gambling with people’s lives, and the

smell of gas is nothing new in the area.

In fact, one 1646 Park Avenue resi-

dent gave the lie to Con Ed’s attempts to

blame the victims. By his account, since

last fall several tenants had called to

on the part of the capitalists and their

politicians, which is symptomatic of

the country as a whole. Aware of the

potential for disaster. Con Ed and the

city rulers have made working people

and the poor into proverbial canaries

in the coal mine. But unlike the birds

that miners always heeded, reports

coming out of neighborhoods like

East Harlem are all too often down-
played by officials. And although

the technology to detect hazardous

gas buildup is available, nobody in

the lineup of City Hall, the utility

company and landlords is about to

foot the bill to put such detectors in

every building. In a capitalist soci-

ety, safety takes a backseat to prof-

its. Witness the thousands of workers

across the U.S. who lose their lives

doing their jobs each year.

Much of the infrastructure of New
York City dates back over a century.

Poorer, mainly Latino and black

neighborhoods like East Harlem are

especially neglected and vulnerable.

The cast-iron gas main serving the two

collapsed buildings was laid in 1887.

Old cast-iron pipe is a common source

of gas leaks, especially in East Coast

cities, and is not typically installed

because it is brittle and susceptible to cor-

rosion. Since the 1960s. the choice mate-

rials for natural gas delivery have been

coaled steel and polyethylene piping.

Soil tests at the blast site found gas

concentration levels as high as 20 percent.

continued on page 11

Reuters

March 12: Two buildings in East Harlem collapse after Con Ed gas explosion, kilting

eight and injuring 60.

report the smell of gas. Around Christ-

mas. the Fire Department stopped by

the building to investigate. In the days

leading up to the blast, “the gas smell

was overwhelming. ... It was hard to get

from the front door to the apartment,

that’s how bad the smell was. We had to

open up windows to air it out.” The night

before the explosion, his niece dialed 31

1

to again report the problem but could not

get anybody on the line.

The simple truth is that East Harlem
residents needlessly died due to the cal-

lous and criminal neglect of infrastructure
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Immigration “Reform” and Liberai Hypocrisy

Deportation Machine
Left: “Deporter in Chief” Obama at immigration reform event in San Francisco,
November 25. Right: Undocumented Guatemaian immigrants at Arizona airport
before deportation, June 2011.

Fuii Citizenship Rights

for Aii immigrants!

Any day now, the Obama administra-

tion will mark its success in carrying out

two million deportations, far surpassing

its predecessors in the White House. To be

sure, there won't be balloons or parades to

mark this milestone, no black-tie White
House ball featuring J. Lo. Rosario Daw-
son and Carlos Santana to burnish Barack

Obama's cred as a “friend” of Latinos. In

Its stead will be the trademark cultured

duplicity that must make Obama’s Har-

vard Law professors proud. This talent

was on display at a March 13 meeting with

Latino Congressmen in which Obama told

of his “deep concern about the pain too

many families feel from the separation

that comes from our broken immigration

system.” This was uttered as outrage over

the deportations and Obama’s unfulfilled

promises to provide even minimal protec-

tion for undocumented immigrants won
him the title of “deporier in chief’ from
Janet Murguia, president of the National

Council of La Raza.

Three years ago, Obama offered the

same share-your-pain blather in announc-
ing that policy would be altered to focus

on deporting those who committed “seri-

ous crimes.” In reality, of the 368.000

men. women and children deported last

year, 152,000 had no criminal convic-

tions. Among the third who qualified as

felons were those convicted of such “seri-

ous" crimes as filing a false tax return

or failing to appear in court as well as.

of course, those caught up in the racist

"war on drugs.” Under the 2005 Opera-

tion Streamline program adopted by the

Republican Bush administration, attempts

by deportees to re-enter the country to

unite with their families are classified as

felonies that can carry sentences of up to

20 years in federal prison. Such re-entry

cases account for one-half of the growth

in federal felony convictions since 1992.

One consequence of the anti-immigrant

crackdown under Obama has been the

augmenting of the mass incarceration

that he and Attorney General Eric Holder

have time and again announced their

intention to alleviate. Dramatically high-

lighting the immigrant prisoners' plight,

hundreds of detainees at the Northwest

Detention Center outside Tacoma, Wash-
ington, joined by detainees in Texas, have

launched a series of hunger strikes pro-

testing the deportations as well as their

wretched conditions, including being

forced to work for $1 per day. The North-

west Detention Center, operated by the

private Geo Group company, is part of

a nationwide network of prison facilities

holding people marked for deportation.

As the London Guardian (10 April)

reports, a Congressional directive known
as the "bed mandate” requires that Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement (I.C.E.)

keep 34,000 detainees per day in custody.

But. the article continues, “tighter bor-

der controls and a shaky economy have

reduced illegal border crossings to their

lowest level in decades," leaving I.C.E.

and the Border Patrol struggling lo meet

their quota. While the number of those

attempting to enter the U.S. from Mex-
ico without papers has indeed declined

over the past several years, there has

lately been a marked increase in people

from Guatemala, El Salvador and Hon-
duras attempting to cross, including many
children.

As a result of the quota, enforcement

sweeps have ensnared people such as

Washington State hunger striker Ramon
Mendoza Pascual, a 37-year-old from
Mexico who entered the U.S. 20 years

ago without legal papers. A construction

worker with three children, all of them
U.S. citizens. Mendoza was arrested last

year for driving under the influence of

alcohol, even though he was found in

a parked vehicle. The charge against

him was dropped. Nevertheless, he was
marked for deportation based on a prior

DUI conviction.

On March 13, the White House an-

nounced that Homeland Security secre-

tary Jeh C. Johnson will lead a review of

the administration’s immigration enforce-

ment policies to see if they can be done
“more humanely within the confines of

the law.” This pledge will have about the

same effect as the Senate’s show of moral

outrage over CIA torture techniques.

Under capitalism, immigration law is

fundamentally driven by the economic
needs of bourgeois rulers. As described

in the International Communist League's

"Declaration of Principles and Some Ele-

ments of Program” {Spariacist [English-

language edition] No. 54. Spring 1998):

"Modern capitalism, i.e.. imperialism,
reaching into all areas of the planet, in

the course of the class struggle and as

economic need demands, brings into the

proletariat at its bottom new sources of
cheaper labor, principally immigrants
from poorer and less-developed regions

of the world—workers with few rights

who are deemed more disposable in

times of economic contraction. Thus
capitalism in ongoing fashion creates

continued on page 4

Reuters

March 11: Immigrant rights supporters rally at Northwest Detention Center
outside Tacoma, Washington, in solidarity with detainee hunger strikers.



As Union Tops Accept Penalties

Fired Queens UPS Drivers Reinstated
NEW YORK CITY—On April 9. UPS
rescinded its retaliatory firings of 250

Teamsters Local 804 drivers who walked

off the job in Maspeth, Queens, in Feb-

ruary to protest the dismissal of union

activist Jairo Reyes. The company also

reinstated Reyes, a victory for these driv-

ers and all UPS workers. However, in

the first clause of a settlement brokered

by Teamsters International officials, it is

specified that the union local must pay the

company an incredible $250,000 “as dam-

ages sustained by UPS” for the 90-minute

work stoppage. In addition, Reyes will

lose pay for the six weeks he was out of

a job. and the 250 drivers are to serve

ten-day unpaid suspensions, which will

amount to $2,500 in lost wages for each.

When UPS bosses fired Reyes on Feb-

ruary 26 in retribution for a grievance

he had filed, it was the last straw for the

drivers. Fed up with Big Brown’s harass-

ment. abuse and daily contract violations,

they staged a short walkout before start-

ing their routes. The company, in turn,

declared open season on the drivers, put-

ting all 250 on “working termination”

until their replacements could be trained,

and later firing 19 workers outright. Typ-

ical of management’s divide-and-rule tac-

tics. those fired were disproportionately

black and Latino workers, who in general

are the most victimized on the job and

therefore file the most grievances. UPS
also banned Teamsters business agent

Liam Russertt from company property

for leading the walkout (see “No Repri-

sals Against Queens UPS Workers!” WV
No. 1043, 4 April).

Instead of mobilizing union action to

stop the company’s vendetta. Local 804

officials initiated a publicity campaign

Imperialism and Capitalist Decay

The utter devastation of Detroit, once

the center of U.S. auto manufacturing, is a

prime example of the workings of the cap-

italist profit system in its final, imperialist

stage as analyzed by Bolshevik leader V.I.

Lenin. Capitalism in its decay points directly

to the need for the socialist expropriation of

the bourgeoisie through workers revolution.

We have seen that in its economic essence

imperialism is monopoly capitalism. This

in itself determines its place in history,

for monopoly that grows out of the soil of free competition, and precisely out of free

competition, is the transition from the capitalist system to a higher socioeconomic order....

Monopolies, oligarchy, the striving for domination and not for freedom, the

exploitation of an increasing number of small or weak nations by a handful of the

richest or most powerful nations—all these have given birth to those distinctive

characteristics of imperialism which compel us to define it as parasitic or decaying

capitalism. More and more prominently there emerges, as one of the tendencies

of imperialism, the creation of the “rentier state.” the usurer state, in which the

bourgeoisie to an ever-increasing degree lives on the proceeds of capital exports and

by "clipping coupons.” It would be a mistake to believe that this tendency to decay

precludes the rapid growth of capitalism. It does not. In the epoch of imperialism,

certain branches of industry, certain strata of the bourgeoisie and certain countries

betray, to a greater or lesser degree, now one and now another of these tendencies. On
the whole, capitalism is growing far more rapidly than before; but this growth is not

only becoming more and more uneven in general, its unevenness also manifests itself,

in particular, in the decay of the countries which are richest in capital (Britain)....

When a big enterprise assumes gigantic proportions, and, on the basis of an exact

computation of mass data, organises according to plan the supply of primary raw

materials to the extent of two-thirds, or three-fourths, of all that is necessary for

tens of millions of people; when the raw materials are transported in a systematic

and organised manner to the most suitable places of production, sometimes situated

hundreds or thousands of miles from each other; when a single centre directs all the

consecutive stages of processing the material right up to the manufacture of numerous

varieties of finished articles; when these products are distributed according to a single

plan among tens and hundreds of millions of consumers (the marketing of oil in

America and Germany by the American oil trust)—then it becomes evident that we
have socialisation of production, and not mere “interlocking”; that private economic

and private property relations constitute a shell which no longer fits its contents, a

shell which must inevitably decay if its removal is artificially delayed, a shell which

may remain in a state of decay for a fairly long period (if, at the worst, the cure of the

opportunist abscess is protracted), but which will inevitably be removed.

—V. 1. Lenin. Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism (1916)

TROTSKY LENIN
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focused on begging the Democrats to lobby

the company on the union’s behalf. Its cen-

terpiece was an April 3 press conference

on the steps of City Hall that gave Demo-
crats like public advocate Lelitia James a

chance to shore up their “friend of labor”

cred. James threatened to cut some of the

perks that UPS is granted by City Hall if

management did not treat its workers "with

respect.” The company responded by firing

another !6 workers the next day.

A balance sheet of the six-week labor

dispute shows what can be won when the

union makes use of even modest class-

struggle methods. Reyes got his job back

as a direct result of the black. Latino and

white drivers’ elementary act of labor

solidarity with their union brother. The

job action, in which the drivers briefly

withheld their labor, was also joined by

part-time loaders, whom UPS pays a pit-

tance and heaps with abuse. Reyes, who
gave a spirited speech during the walkout,

later paid tribute to the key role played by

Russertt. telling WV: “If Liam hadn’t said,

'Enough is enough,’ I’d still be fired.”

In contrast, the publicity campaign and

hobnobbing with (Tity Hall Democrats led

straight to very costly penalties for the

union. While Local 804 officials disputed

the company’s statement that the walkout

was illegal, they gave away the store even

though the union contract sanctions work

stoppages in the event that the company

violates grievance procedures, as it did

with Reyes. The union tops also willingly

undermined future actions by conceding

that “the union’s internal procedures for

authorizing a strike were not properly

followed.” Russertt remains banned from

company properly as a condition of the

settlement.

After cutting this raw deal, which also

stuck union members with disciplinary

records. Local 804 president Tim Sylves-

ter told the press: "We’re looking forward

to turning the corner and getting on a new

road with UPS.” The “new road” means

more labor peace, which will come at

the cost of union members’ livelihoods.

Covering for the labor bureaucrats. Fight-

Backlnews—which is associated with the

Chicago-based Freedom Road Social-

ist Organization—published an April 9

online article on Local 804 that disap-

peared all the penalties.

In its coverage, the social-democratic

Labor Notes, which feted Sylvester at

its recent conference in Chicago, down-

played the suspensions and was silent

on the damages. Labor Notes as well as

FighlBack!news backs the “reform” wing

of the Teamsters bureaucracy aligned with

the Teamsters for a Democratic Union.

This outfit has for decades, in the name of

furthering “democracy,” invited the bosses’

government to oversee union affairs, thereby

gutting the power of the union.

One worker from a Manhattan UPS
distribution center, angry that the com-

pany got away with so much, told WV:

"We should have walked out—the whole

district.” Exactly right on both counts.

What determines the outcome in battles

between labor and capital is the relation-

ship of forces; workers can tip the balance

of power in their favor by uniting and act-

ing together to stop the flow of profits.

The Maspeth walkout was an example of

how workers can and will defend them-

selves against the relentless attacks of the

bosses. But the Teamsters tops, beholden

to the capitalist profit system, made union

members pay a price for doing so. Labor

requires an entirely new leadership, one

based on the independence of the working

class from the bosses' state and political

parties. Such a class-struggle leadership

would strive to build a workers party that

fights for a workers government.

Letter

On Russian Intervention in Crimea
31 March 2014

Comrades,

As someone who has been politically

conscious for almost forty years, I have

been struck by how readily, liberals and

much of the "left” have responded to

recent events in the Ukraine. The vast

majority have lined up behind the absurd

premise that those in power in Kiev are

“democrats” and that the Crimea somehow

should be part of the Ukraine. I mean this

isn’t exactly the USSR invading Finland

(which Marxists, of course, defended).

This should not be terribly controversial

unless you happen to be a Ukrainian neo-

fascist. For any Marxist, this should be a

complete no-brainer. It is obvious that the

“right of self-determination” is not being

violated here, and possibly being served. 1

agree that it is critical how the Tatars are

treated. It is also obvious that the ethnic

Russians are at risk in the new order in

the Ukraine. When I ask liberal friends,

“explain to me again how Putin is worse

than Obama,” they are usually at a loss,

although a couple commented that Putin

was a homophobe. The hypocrisy is really

breathtaking. As for the fake Marxists

that support the coup or oppose Crimea’s

reunification with Russia, I guess I should

not be surprised. The ongoing decline in

political consciousness makes its mark
everywhere. And some of the ostensible

Trotskyist organizations have, in their

previous anti-soviet zeal, supported fas-

cists such as the “Forest Brothers" and of

course such stalwart forces of progress as

the Mujahideen in Afghanistan. Today
it is Svoboda and the Right Sector. Real

fascists, replete with swastika-like sym-

bols and vicious anti-semitism. What’s

next, calling for a vote to the "populist”

National Front in France? (Actually, we
all know that would not happen because

there is the Socialist Party to tail in

France...). In any case. I deeply appreci-

ate your coverage of the events as they

unfold. It underscores the bankruptcy of

the bourgeois press, even its relatively

"enlightened” wing. Thank you.

CGs
David

CORRECTION
The article "Union Bashing at Scot-

tish Oil Refinery” (WYNo. 1035, 29

November 2013) stated: "We uphold

the right of self-determination for

Scotland and Wales, which means
the right to form independent states.

As such, we defend the democratic

right of the Scots to choose which-

ever option they want in the inde-

pendence referendum, but we do not

advocate either a ’yes’ or a ’no’ vote

and are indifferent to the outcome.”

As our comrades of the Spartacist

League/Britain, who wrote the arti-

cle. explained in a correction, "The

referendum does not pose an issue

of principle and we are not taking

a stand for or against independence.

But we are not indifferent to the out-

come, nor to the many questions it

will surely pose” (Workers Hammer
No. 226, Spring 2014).
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Dozens Killed in Washington State

March 27: Rescue worker at site of deadly mudslide in Oso, Washington, that
killed at least 36.

Heavy rainfall was the immediate trig-

ger for the square-mile torrent of mud
that buried part of Oso, Washington, on
March 22. killing 36 people with eight

still unaccounted for. But capitalist prof-

iteering was the real culprit behind this

horror.

Despite repeated mudslides dating back
at least to 1949. .state authorities allowed
clear-cut logging to continue at the top

of the unstable hill. Scientists repeatedly

warned against the removal of the trees,

which help anchor the soil in place as

well as catch the rain and soak it up from
the ground. The hill’s soil, composed of
loose sand and gravel atop a layer of clay,

was well known to retain water and be
prone to collapse. A 1999 report filed

with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,

one of several red flags raised by experts,

warned of “the potential for a large cata-

strophic failure.”

The dangers were so obvious that county

officials at one point considered buying up
the properties of residents in the area to

prevent large-scale loss of life. Instead, it

was decided to give real estate interests a

free hand to build and sell homes at the

base of the hill. Seven homes were con-

structed after a 2006 landslide on the same
hill sent so much mud crashing into the

Stillaguamish River that it cut a new chan-

nel. posing yet another threat to local res-

idents. Daniel Miller, author of the 1999

report, recalled that instead of observing

homes being vacated, he saw carpenters

building new ones. “They didn’t even stop

pounding nails.” Miller’s colleague com-

mented. “We were surprised.”

Government officials made no system-

atic effort to warn residents or potential

homebuyers of the unsafe conditions.

One resident who lost his house declared:

“Were we informed of this danger? No.

a very emphatic no.” An information

campaign would surely have driven down
property values in the area and cut into

home builders’ profits.

Insurance companies knew the risks.

Their standard policies explicitly exclude

Mudslide
landslides from insurance coverage. The

insurers do offer special policies provid-

ing some protection against landslides at

exorbitant prices. But there’s a catch: If

you live in an area where landslides are a

known danger, you probably cannot qual-

ify for the coverage.

Of the 42 homes that were wiped out

in last month’s landslide. 30 were pri-

mary residences and almost all belonged

to low-income families. Most of them

are saddled with outstanding mortgages

on their destroyed homes, as well as auto

and other loans. Having lost everything

that they own. these families are now con-

fronted by bankers demanding full repay-

ment of their debts.

A range of proven technologies exists

to predict landslides in time to prevent

the loss of life. Unstable hillsides almost

always begin to slip before major slides

occur, with the creepage usually starting

slowly and then accelerating as the col-

lapse approaches. A geologist told The
Seattle Times (3 April) that by installing

sensors on landslide-prone hills to moni-

tor such movements of the soil. Switzer-

land has successfully evacuated residents

of alpine valleys in advance of major

slides. Such life-saving instruments were

not installed on the hill above Oso and are

rarely used elsewhere in the state, because

they are considered loo costly.

This deadly landslide was an unnatural

disaster caused by capitalist indifference

to human life. Such inhumanity, charac-

teristic of a system based on the insatia-

ble drive for profit, will continue until

workers sweep the capitalists from power
and establish their own government.

USAID’s Cuba Twitter Plot

#counterrevolutioii
On April 3 the Associated Press

revealed that in 2010 the U.S. hud launched

a Twitter-style social networking service

in Cuba with the intent of generating an

army of users who could organize “smart

mobs” to “renegotiate the balance of

power between the state and society”

—

that is, overthrow the Cuban deformed

workers state. The operation, eventually

christened ZunZuneo {Cuban slang for a

hummingbird’s tweet), buried its U.S. ori-

gins under a variety of front companies in

Central America and Barcelona that were

funded out of a bank account in the Cay-

man Islands. Offering free text messages

as bait, the enterprise by March 2011 had

quickly acquired 40,000 subscribers

—

and was quickly unearthed and disrupted

by Raul Castro’s government. By the mid-

dle of 2012, it had ceased to exist.

Predictably, ZunZuneo’s revelation has

generated much handwringing and sancti-

monious hogwash in the halls of Congress

and in the bourgeois media, especially as

this scam was run under the auspices of

the “humanitarian” U.S. Agency for Inter-

national Development (USAID). Equally

predictably, this “scandal” is now under

review by a Senate subcommittee in order

to allow both the Senators and USAID
head Rajiv Shah to deny prior knowledge

of the affair. During its brief period in

operation, ZunZuneo's sole effect was to

have augmented the coffers of the Cuban

state-owned telecommunications com-

pany. to which it was obliged to pay tens

of thousands of dollars in fees.

Since the Cuban Revolution, the U.S.

imperialists have harbored revanchist

counterrevolutionary ambitions toward

an island that was long run as a subsid-

iary of the Mafia, the United Fruit Com-

pany and other American interests. Once

Castro’s forces ousted the U.S.-backed

Batista regime in 1959. the new govern-

ment was confronted with a mounting
effort from Washington to bring it to heel

through economic pressure, especially

after it began expropriating the holdings

of major imperialist enterprises. This

pressure led Castro to turn to the Soviet

Union for crucial economic assistance.

By 1961. Cuba was a bureaucratically

deformed workers state modeled on the

USSR after its degeneration under Stalin.

U.S. imperialism’s efforts to overthrow

the Cuban government have been unrelent-

ing since the Bay of Pigs invasion in April

1961. USAID was established in November
of the same year and has ever since worked
hand in hand with the CIA. In 1962. the

U.S. launched its ongoing embargo of

Cuba. Over the years, the CIA has hatched

innumerable plots to assassinate Fidel Cas-

tro. The most recent serious attempt was
in Panama in 2000 when it planned to put

200 pounds of explosives under a podium
where Fidel was due to speak, a venture

easily discovered by his security team.

Also during the Bill Clinton presidency, a

hallucination-driven scheme—deploying

a giant moUusk stuffed with explosives to

fatally interdict Fidel while he was scuba

diving—was scuttled when saner minds
intervened.

USAID has recently attracted some
scrutiny for funneling 75 percent of the

aid earmarked for earthquake relief in

Haiti to U.S.-based organizations, to the

dismay of the destitute Haitian masses.

It also currently has a hand in imperial-

ist intrigues in Venezuela. Ukraine and

Syria. Following the counterrevolutionary

destruction of the Soviet Union. USAID
gestated its own Igor, the Office of Transi-

tion Initiatives (OTI). This division issued

the following mission statement: “To
.support U.S. foreign policy objectives by

helping local partners advance peace and

democracy in priority countries in crisis.

Seizing critical windows of opportunity,

OTI works on the ground to provide fast,

flexible, short-term assistance targeted at

key political transition and stabilization

needs.” In other words: have gun, will

travel.

As the Cuba Twitter scam was being

devised. Obama’s Secretary of State Hil-

lary Clinton in a 2009 speech gave offi-

cial blessing to this approach: “We are

also supporting the development of new
tools that enable citizens to exercise their

rights of free expression by circumventing

politically motivated censorship” {Atlan-

tic. April 2014). The reality is that U.S.

imperialism, with its various agencies, has

as its sole purpose the maintenance and

expansion of its world dominance, using

the guise of human rights and democracy

to befuddle the American people. USAID
is no more humanitarian in its operations

than are the forces that invaded Iraq and

Afghanistan or those that today send U.S.

drones on their missions of murder,

Just before it initiated the ZunZuneo
plot. USAID dispatched a contractor. Alan

Gross, to smuggle spy-grade computer

and satellite communications gear into

Cuba. Gross was soon arrested. He is now
pleading for release while complaining,

with some justice, that ZunZuneo further

imperiled him. To be sure. Gross’s skill

set seems to resemble that of the vacuum-
cleaner salesman turned spy played by

Alec Guinness in Our Man in Havana.
USAID denies any responsibility for

the wellbeing of those who travel to Cuba
under its auspices, so Gross’s future,

apparently, is his problem. Likewise

for the Cuban dissidents whose names
USAID sent on an unencrypted line to

Cuba. In contrast, the 40.000 subscribers

to ZunZuneo seem to have been guilty

only of attempting to avoid the Castro

regime's constraints on communica-
tions. Nonetheless, for being caught up
in USAID’s scheme, they may soon find

themselves subjected to more intense

attention from the Cuban government.

We stand for the unconditional mil-

itary defense of the Cuban deformed
workers stale, which has good cause to

subvert each and every attempt at inter-

vention by U.S. imperialism. However,

the regime’s bureaucratic dominance
poses a severe threat to the overturn of

the capitalist order, i.e., to the very basis

of its own rule. The Castro bureauc-

racy is wedded to the nationalist dogma
of building “socialism in one country,”

a theory that set the stage for capitalist

restoration in East Europe and the Soviet

Union. It will require a proletarian polit-

ical revolution on the island to begin on
the road to a future of material abun-

dance and personal freedom, which will

come to fruition only if workers come
to power internationally, not least in the

U.S.. the belly of the imperialist beast.

Spartacist League/SYC Forum

Mexico, Imperialism and the

Struggle for Socialist Revolution

CHICAGO Saturday, May 3

Time and Location TBA
For info. (312) 563-0441 • chicagospartacist@sbcglobal.net
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Immigration...
(continuedfrom page /

)

different strata among the workers, while

simultaneously amalgamating the work-

ers of many different lands.”

Many immigrantvS flee their home-

lands to escape grinding poverty and

brutal repression resulting from impe-

rialist plunder. We say that those who

make it into this country are entitled to

all the rights of anyone already here. Our

demand is for full citizenship rights for

all immigrants—from the right to vote to

the right to a U.S. passport, as well as full

access to medical care, bilingual educa-

tion and what remains of the threadbare

social "safety net." No deportations! Free

the detainees!

As Marxists, we do not seek to advise

the bourgeoisie on an alternative immi-

gration policy, which would mean accept-

ing the constraints of a system based on

exploitation and oppression. Our fight is

to unite the working class, at the head

of all the oppressed, in the struggle for

a proletarian revolution to expropriate

the bourgeoisie as a class and begin the

socialist reconstruction of this society.

In this effort, immigrant workers, who
represent a living link to class and social

struggles in their home countries, will be

embraced as comrades.

The “Reform” Swindle

We would welcome any measure

providing some actual relief from anti-

immigrant oppression. But the various

“reform” bills being hashed out in Con-

gress offer no such amelioration, only a

swindle. The centerpiece of these efforts

is Senate Bill 744 (S. 744). Obama’s brain-

child. which promises a “path to citizen-

ship" that resembles a walkway through

the eerie Black Forest of old fairy tales.

Strewn with all but insurmountable legal

and financial obstacles, the 13-year jour-

ney would offer the eleven million undoc-

umented immigrants only a slim chance

of a reprieve at the end of their ordeal.

With Obama boasting about his put-

ting "more bools on the ground on the

southern border than at any time in our

history," the bill mandates $40 billion

for another 20.000 Border Patrol agents

and 700 more miles of fencing along that

border, promising yet more detentions

and prosecutions of those crossing ille-

gally. The effect would be to again shift

the perilous routes taken by desperately

impoverished Mexicans and Central

Americans in crossing over, leading to

ever more deaths from drowning, dehy-

dration and exhaustion as well as killings

by the Border Patrol.

Apologists for Obama's Democrats sell

his adoption of a good part of the racist

Tea Party yahoos’ border control program

as a bargaining chip in the game of bipar-

tisan legislative “reform.” Last month.

House Democratic leader Nancy Pelosi

filed a "discharge petition” to force a vole

on S. 744, which passed the Senate last

June but has been squelched by the House

Republican leadership. With no chance of

success, Pelosi's gambit was intended to

reinforce the false image of the Demo-

crats as immigrant-friendly by highlight-

ing the overt racist xenophobia of their

Republican opponents. Such lesser-evil

politics worked well for the Democrats in

2012 when Obama, who stomped on the

Latino masses (and not only them) in his

first administration, nevertheless won 71

percent of their voles.

Now, having already taken a hit with the

botched rollout of Obamacare. the Demo-

crats see a need to cynically appeal to the

growing, and in some places potentially

decisive. Latino vole. But as anger over

deportations mounts, the press reports

that many pro-Democratic Parly Lati-

nos are planning to sit out the November

Congressional elections. For their part,

many in the Republican Party leadership

express the need to further their electoral

fortunes by spitting a bit less venom at

immigrants. At the same time. Republi-

can state governments have increasingly

adopted anti-immigrant measures as well

as "voter fraud” laws that would dispro-

portionately strike at Latinos' as well as

black people’s voting rights.

A series of protests in dozens of cities

across the country on April 5 highlighted

the disillusionment among Latinos with

Obama’s anti-immigrant policies. The

protests had an all-in-the-family character

focused on pressuring the president to live

up to his promises. A central demand was

the call on Obama to use his executive

power to stop deportations. Some protest

organizers have also demanded that the

president extend more broadly the tempo-

rary reprieve from deportations given to

"Dreamers." undocumented immigrants

who came to the U.S. before turning 16.

To qualify, the Dreamers had to be either

enrolled in school or serving in the mil-

itary. In fact, in ramping up repression

against immigrants, the current While

House occupant is simply doing his job as

the chief executive of capitalist America.

Notably, Obama took office in the early

stages of a deep recession, when the bour-

geoisie’s need to bring in cheap labor had

receded.

Calling on the president to defer some

deportations, a New York Times (5 April)

editorial titled “Yes He Can. on Immi-

gration” essentially advised Obama to

carry out elements of the stalled “reform”

package by executive order. What many
of the Dreamers have gotten is a taste of

the American nightmare. For more than

40 percent of them, work permits did not

lead to new jobs, and only 45 percent

reported any pay increases. Many of these

individuals lack a college degree or even a

high school diploma. Even many of those

with degrees were forced to work under

the table because they lacked any job his-

tory. But Obama has made clear that even

the tiny bit of redress given the Dreamers

is off the table for others, saying that his

“hands are tied” by his Republican Con-

gressional adversaries.

Labor Must Champion
Immigrant Rights

The central focus of current legislative

proposals is on creating a large pool of

completely vulnerable immigrants made

to pay large sums of money for the priv-

ilege of working for a pittance with no

job protection, no assured immigration

status, no democratic rights and no right

to any kind of welfare. While much of the

ruling class wants to preserve the cheap

and vulnerable immigrant labor pool, the

belter to depress wage levels for workers

as a whole, the bourgeoisie’s more naliv-

ist wing rants that “American culture”

—

that is, white Anglo-Saxon Protestant

culture—is being overrun by those from

south of the border. In the first instance,

they mean Mexico, which had one-half

of its land, including Texas, stolen by the

U.S. in the 19th century. Such raw bigotry

allows Obama and the Democrats to dress

themselves up as friends of immigrants.

With an eye toward sharpening U.S.

corporations’ competitive edge in the

world market, the ruling class broadly

agrees on the need to vastly expand the

number of visas for technical professions.

Silicon Valley and engineering firms in

particular are clamoring for skilled per-

sonnel they cannot recruit domestically

due largely to the woeful stale of U.S.

science and math education. Meanwhile,
agribusiness conglomerates are up in arms
over the government’s failure to expand
“guest worker" programs, thus cutting off

a source of viciously exploited labor and
leaving their fruits literally dying on the

vine. As noted recently by the New York

Times in the article “California Farmers

Short of Labor, and Patience” (29 March),

many in this dyed-in-the-wool Republican

constituency are considering dropping

their financial support to the party due to

the Republicans’ insistence on expelling

the immigrant farm workforce and pre-

venting more youthful immigrants from

taking their place.

A report issued by the Partnership for

a New American Economy and the Agri-

culture Coalition for Immigration Reform

decries that labor shortages prevent U.S.

farmers from increasing production, ham-

pering their ability to compete on the

world market. The report attributes a

yearly loss of $1.4 billion in farm income

to lack of labor. Liberal talking heads

ritually couch their support to legislation

allowing immigrant farm workers to slave

away here legally by claiming that these

are jobs that nobody born in the U.S. will

do. The reality is that this is skilled labor,

which, while paid next to nothing, is not

easily replaced.

While some unions, particularly in

the service sector, have a large immi-

grant component, the pro-capitalist labor

bureaucracy mainly sees foreign-born

workers as a threat to remaining union

jobs. Last spring, the labor tops and the

Chamber of Commerce helped pave the

way for the Senate bill by working out a

program that pegs the number of visas to

employment needs, up to a maximum of

200.000 annually. The heavily immigrant

Service Employees International Union,

the mainstay of the Change to Win trade-

union federation, similarly calls for regu-

lating work visas in line with “the needs

of our economy.” AFL-CIO head Richard

Trumka has also embraced the E-Verify

program, a database of everyone legally

permitted to work in the U.S. that has

facilitated the mass firings of immigrants,

including workers engaged in union organ-

izing drives.

From the meatpacking plants and ware-

houses to construction and the fruit and

vegetable farms, organizing foreign-born

workers will be a crucial part of reviv-

ing the unions after decades of the cap-

italists’ one-sided war against labor. As
we wrote 40 years ago in “Immigration

and the Class Struggle” (WV No. 41. 29

March 1974):

"It is in the interests of the working
class to back the fight of undocumented
workers for their rights, because undocu-
mented workers will otherwise continue

to be used as a weapon against the rest

of the working class. Those in desperate,

illegal situations are more difficult to

organize and must accept lower wages.

Unfortunately, labor does not always see

its real interests so clearly. It is led today

by bureaucrats who not only accept, but

actively enforce, the capitalist ‘rules of

the game' in which unemployment and
high profits are automatically accepted

as natural....

"In fact, as long as the labor movement
accepts unemployment it will remain
divided against itself. Instead of fighting

for more jobs it will fight against those it

sees as threatening the jobs it has. And
the bosses will use this fight quite skill-

fully against the working class, break-

ing strikes and pushing down wages.
The solution to the problems of both
U.S.-born and immigrant workers lies in

overthrowing the system which creates

unemployment and perpetuates poverty.”

As with the fight against black op-

pression, which is embedded in Amer-
ican capitalism, the working class must

actively combat the bosses’ efforts to

pit the native-born against the foreign-

born—a divide-and-rule tactic they have

used since before the Civil War. The labor

movement must fight every instance of

wage and other discrimination against

immigrants, oppose deportations and un-

dertake concerted action to organize im-

migrant workers into the unions with full

rights. Such struggles would go a long

way toward promoting the understanding

that the multiracial, multiethnic proletariat

has distinct class interests—counterposed

to those of the racist, chauvinist capitalist

rulers—that must be politically expressed

through their own class parly, a revolu-

tionary workers parly that fights for work-

ers power
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Retail Workers Need a Fighting Labor Movement

Canada: Victory to

Locked-Out Ikea Workers!

Teamsters Local 2t3

“Ikea values” at work: Locked-out workers In Richmond, British Columbia,
have been on picket tines for nearly a year.

The following article is reprintedfrom
Spartacist Canada No. 180 (Spring 2014)

published by our comrades ofthe Trotsky-

ist League/Ligue Trotskyste.

Workers at the Ikea furniture store in

the Vancouver suburb of Richmond have

been on the picket line since May of last

year, when the company locked them
out and imposed a contract with a tiered

wage system. Under Ikea's edicts, it could

spARTAcisTc^:::;^

take new employees more than 20 years

to reach the full rate of pay. The workers

beat back an earlier attempt to impose a

tiered wage system through a three-week

strike in 2007. This time around, they

have shown their determination by voting

down insulting contract offers four times.

The young, racially integrated work-

force, including many women, is part of

Teamsters Local 21 3. which also represents

thousands of workers across B.C. [British

Columbia] in manufacturing, warehous-

ing, construction and freight. The work-

ers’ defiance of the employer for nearly a

year is proof positive that the retail sector

is no exception to the class struggle. “We
refuse to accept the sweeping and humili-

ating deteriorations the company is trying

to force us to accept,” said one locked-out

worker on a union delegation to Sweden,

where Ikea was founded. “More than 300

of us refuse to surrender to Ikea’s threats,

despite the harsh economic conditions

we’ve experienced during the lockout.”

Some 35 workers bowed to management

intimidation and crossed the picket lines to

return to work. The union defended itself

by expelling them all as scabs. Security

guards menace picketers with continuous

video surveillance, while the company
has escalated its giveback demands. After

a veteran worker, a cancer survivor, was

cut off long-term disability, a manager told

her she would get coverage restored if she

crossed the picket line. She refused, vow-

ing, *i couldn’t do that to the people I work

with.” The union fought on her behalf and

the company eventually backed down.

The 2007 strike was able to beat back

Ikea’s attacks because it shut down the

store. But this time management and

the ex-union scabs have kept it open on

reduced hours. The union recently won
an injunction to stop Ikea from bringing

in other scabs. Though welcoming any

such victories, a militant strike leadership

would recognize the need to build strong

picket lines, reinforced by other unions

and their supporters among minorities

and youth, in order to shut the store down

tight. It is through the unleashing of social

power, not reliance on the bosses’ courts

and labour boards, that the workers will

find a way forward.

Capitalist War on the Unions

Working people today face an anti-

labour “austerity” barrage from capitalist

governments at every level. Social ser-

vices from El [unemployment insurance]

to health care are on the chopping block.

Most recently. Canada Post announced

the end of home postal delivery and up to

8,000 job cuts. Billions have been ripped

off from workers’ pensions. The federal

Tories [Conservative Party] have repeat-

edly broken strikes, just like their Lib-

eral predecessors; now they want to ban

them altogether in big parts of the public

sector. A new Alberta law bans public-

sector unionists from even talking about

the need for a strike, while unions that

engage in “illegal” strikes face $I million

a day in fines.

With nearly half a million manufactur-

ing jobs axed since 2006. retail and other

service jobs are the bosses’ blueprint for

reshaping the entire workforce. Many
workers who still have jobs have been

forced to take huge cuts in pay and ben-

efits. The bosses’ watchwords are: part

time, on contract, low wages, no benefits,

flexible schedules and above all no union.

Nearly two-thirds of all jobs created since

the provincial Liberals’ 2011 “B.C. Jobs

Plan” are seasonal or casual. Half of all

workers in the Toronto and Hamilton area

today have precarious jobs, with immi-

grants and other minorities bearing the

brunt. Increasing numbers have to resort

to food banks to survive.

The conditions of such “McJobs" are

notorious. Day in and day out. front-line

managers humiliate cashiers in front of

customers. Then, in the privacy of their

offices, they manipulate workers* sched-

ules and hours, choking off the liveli-

hoods and disrupting the lives of anyone

who fails to curry their favour. Workers'

confidence is gnawed at by anxiety from

the unrelenting threat of layoffs, zero-

hour workweeks and dismissals. Workers

at Wal-Mart. McDonald’s and other noto-

riously low-wage companies have staged

protests for a paycheque you can live on

and belter working conditions. Some have

risked all but certain firing by fighting to

organize a union.

The Richmond Ikea workers already

have a union, in itself a big step forward.

It is one of only two unionized Ikea stores

in North America (the other is in Mon-
treal). But the hard truth is that retail

workers atomized in thousands of sepa-

rate stores do not have the social power on

their own to put a wrench in the bosses’

profit machine. Winning broader union-

ization as well as big gains in wages and

benefits requires mobilizing the power of

workers who are strategically positioned

along the supply chain that provides the

goods for the retail outlets.

The Ikea workers have received support

from the B.C. Federation of Labour, the

International Transport Workers’ Feder-

ation (ITF) and others. The International

Longshore and Warehouse Union, which

organizes workers at the Vancouver-area

docks, joined an international day of sol-

idarity with the locked-out Teamsters on

December 17. While longshoremen rallied

outside the store and at Deltaport and the

Fraser Surrey Docks, other unionists

demonstrated in Scandinavian countries

and as far away as Australia and Japan.

But critically absent has been the kind

of mobilization of labour’s power that can

hit Ikea where it hurts. Where Ikea and

other corporate behemoths are particu-

larly vulnerable is in their dependence on

the steady movement of goods through

the “just in time” global cargo chain, with

its key choke points. The bosses could

be brought to their knees if the union

movement organized secondary boycotts,

refusing to handle goods destined for the

Richmond store.

The power of collective action by work-

ing people was shown at the end of Febru-

ary when more than a thousand truckers

at Port Metro Vancouver went on strike

over working conditions and low rates.

Militant pickets by the United Truckers

Association blocked operations at Can-

ada’s largest port, which handles nearly

half a billion dollars in goods every

day. A few days later, the Vancouver

Container Truckers Association (part of

Unifor) voted to join them on strike. The

port bosses quickly moved to gel a strike-

breaking injunction to stop picketing by

the truckers, many of whom are of South

Asian origin.

“Ikea Values" and
Union Bureaucrats

Most of the key weapons in labour's

arsenal—mass pickets, hot cargoing, sec-

ondary strikes—are "illegal” under the

bosses’ laws. Yet everything of value the

workers movement has won has come
through mobilizing labour’s ranks in hard-

fought struggles against the rulers and

their whole body of anti-worker legislation.

The top union bureaucracy—a rela-

tively privileged layer that long ago sepa-

rated itself from its base, the union mem-
bership—constantly cites the capitalists’

anti-labour laws to justify its failure to

organize the kinds of struggles that can

win. Through their support to the pur-

ported “national interests” of Canadian

capitalism and their loyalty to the right-

wing social democrats of the NDP [New

Democratic Party], the labour misleaders

tie the unions to the enemy class. B.C.

NDP leader Adrian Dix and federal MP
[Member of Parliament] Libby Davies

may have shown up at a couple of rallies

for the locked-out Richmond workers,

but the New Democrats have their own
long history of strikebreaking in B.C..

including against school support workers

in 2000 when the party ran the province.

Rather than mobilize militant labour

action to win a union victory, the B.C.

Fed tops are pushing a toothless con-

sumer boycott of Ikea’s Vancouver-area

stores. For their part, leaders of the Team-

sters organized a “global commission of

inquiry" into the lockout together with

the European-based ITF and UNI Global

Union. Its report, released late last year,

laments that Ikea has ‘’lost track of its

Swedish values” and that management in

Richmond "has abandoned the staled val-

ues of the 'IKEA family’.”

The patriarch of said family is one Ing-

var Kamprad. In 1943. the same year he

founded Ikea, Kamprad joined the Swedish

Nazi party and served it as a functionary

continued on page II
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United Truckers Assoclatlon/Unifor port truckers picket at Deltaport, near Van-
couver, March 24. Month-long strike stood down government strikebreaking.

18 APRIL 2014 5



Communalism in India:

Tool of Capitalist Ruie
1984 Carnage

of^ikhs

Justice
AP (top). Osmotix

Top: Dome of Golden Temple, Amritsar, badly damaged by army machine
gun fire and shelling, 18 June 1984. Bottom: Sikh Alliance banner at Downing
Street, London, January 2014.

The following article is reprintedfrom
Workers Hammer No. 226 (Spring 2014),

newspaper ofour comrades ofthe Spart-

acist League/Britain.

As the 30lh anniversary of the storm-

ing of the Golden Temple in Amritsar

approaches, official documents made
public in Britain revealed that Marga-

ret Thatcher's Conservative government

aided the Indian military in planning the

attack in the Sikh holy city. The docu-

ments that were declassified in January

include a personal letter from Thatcher

expressing support for Indira Gandhi’s

policy on the Punjab. Support for the

1984 atrocity against the Sikhs is hardly

shocking, coming from the former colo-

nial power that was directly responsible

for the first Amritsar massacre. In 1919,

WorkersHammer^
under the command of General Reginald

Dyer, troops gunned down and killed

somewhere between 400 and 1,000 civil-

ians who were gathered in a park. Many
had come to celebrate a religious hol-

iday; others came out in defiance of a

British ban on political protests against

colonial rule. Last year. Prime Minister

David Cameron paid a high profile visit

to Jallianwala Bagh, the scene of the 1919

Amritsar massacre. Cameron's hypocrit-

ical expression of “regret” was a cheap

ploy to garner votes from among Britain’s

500.000 Sikhs.

The 1984 assault on the Golden Tem-
ple ordered by Indira Gandhi’s Congress

government in Delhi was an atrocity

against all Sikhs. Ostensibly intended to

overpower armed Sikh fundamentalists,

followers of Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale,

who had taken up positions in the temple

complex, the attack slaughtered as many
as 2,000 people, many of them pilgrims,

including women and children. The attack

made a martyr out of Bhindranwale and

dramatically boosted support for relig-

ious fundamentalism among Sikhs. In

India and abroad, angry protests erupted,

often led by reactionaries demanding
Khalistan, a theocratic Sikh state. Some
4.000 Sikh soldiers deserted their reg-

iments as the unrest spread to India’s

armed forces, over ten per cent of which

were Sikh. Throughout Punjab and in

cities such as Delhi. Sikhs were arrested

and tortured by the thousands. At the

time we wrote, "the vicious crackdown
by the Hindu-chauvinist Gandhi regime

was an attack on the entire Sikh commu-
nity and a bloody lesson to all opponents

of the regime. And the repercussions are

likely to be immense, and even blood-

ier. as the reactionary legacy of British

imperialist rule continues to wreak havoc

upon the Indian masses” {Spartacist Brit-

ain No. 60. August 1984). That legacy

was again played out in a communalist
frenzy, directed overwhelmingly against

the Sikhs, that recalled the horrors of

Partition [that divided the subcontinent

between majorily-Hindu India and Mus-
lim Pakistan in 1947].

By declaring war on the Sikhs, Mrs.

Gandhi got more than she bargained for.

On 31 October, she herself was assas-

sinated by Sikh members of her body-

guard. For the next three days the capital

city was engulfed in a wave of pogroms
that culminated in a massacre of 3,000

Sikhs in Delhi alone. One particularly

heinous atrocity look place in Trilokpuri.

east Delhi, in a colony housing impov-

erished low-caste Sikhs. Over a 72-hour
period, some 350 people were butchered

in a single block. A team of journalists

who had been tipped off by a survivor

made their way to Trilokpuri suspect-

ing that, “even while the whole city was
in the grip of mass killings, there was
something exceptionally dreadful about

the plight of Block 32.” One of the jour-

nalists, Rahul Bedi, later testified that

the street was “littered with limbs of

human bodies, hairs and charred bodies”

(When a Tree Shook Delhi, M. Mitta and

H. Phoolka, 2007). Some 30 Sikh women
from Trilokpuri were raped. Mass rapes

are part of a gruesome pattern that was
seen during Partition and almost always

accompany communalist bloodletting.

Again in 1991 in Kunan Poshpora, Kash-

mir. Indian Army troops gang-raped
nearly 100 women in a single night.

In the three decades that have elapsed

since 1984, the families of the victims

have fought courageously for the legal

system to punish those responsible. But

ten official “enquiries” have whitewashed

the crimes, while leading figures in the

Congress party have built political careers

out of their involvement in inciting ter-

ror against the Sikh community. Among
them are Jagdish lytler. who served sev-

eral times as a minister in the federal

government, and leading politician Sajjan

Kumar, who had charges filed against

him. including for murder and rioting, but

whose case has been bogged down in the

courts. Rajiv Gandhi, who took over as

Congress leader and prime minister after

his mother’s death, condoned the anti-

Sikh terror in his infamous November
1984 statement that:

“Some riots took place in the country
following the murder of Indiraji. We
know the people were very angry and for

a few days it seemed that India had been
shaken. But. when a mighty tree falls, it

is only natural that the earth around it

does shake a little."

—When a Tree Shook Delhi

Congress romped to victory in elec-

tions in December 1984, Today, with
India-wide elections imminent, the

Hindu-supremacist BJP (Bharatiya Janata

Party) is expected to win and its candi-

date. Narendra Modi, is tipped to become

prime minister. Among liberals and

reformists, opposition to BJP commu-
naiism frequently takes the form of pre-

senting Congress as a supposedly secular

alternative. The BJP rose to prominence

in Indian politics based on its associa-

tion with the violent attacks on Muslims

that followed the destruction of the Babri

Mosque in Ayodhya in 1992 by Hindu-

chauvinist mobs. By the end of the 1990s

the BJP led a coalition government of all

India. Similarly, Narendra Modi, who
was chief minister in Gujarat during the

2002 anti-Muslim pogroms, has built a

political career on the back of this vio-

lence. The role played by Congress lead-

ers in 1984. and the 30-year cover-up

of their guilt, gives the lie to the notion

that Congress is an alternative to BJP
communalism.

Marxists and the Sikh Question

In India as a whole, with a Hindu

majority of over 80 per cent and a popu-

lation of some 1.2 billion, the Sikhs are a

tiny minority of about two per cent, con-

centrated in Indian Punjab. The Punjab

was severely affected by the horrors of

Partition, which were the culmination of

systematic divide-and-rule machinations

by the British imperialists. The violence

was not only a consequence of. but “was a

principal mechanism for creating the con-

ditions for partition” (P. Brass. Journal of
Genocide Research, 2003). In the main,

the mass killing, raping, looting and
forced population transfers on an enor-

mous scale were carried out by organ-

ised paramilitary outfits. Hindus and
Sikhs who lived in western Punjab were

driven eastwards to India by outfits such

as the National Guards of the Muslim
League. Muslims were forced to flee in

the opposite direction, often at the behest

of Hindu communalist forces such as the

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) or

by Sikh militia. Calling for the formation

of an Akali Fauj (Sikh army) on the steps

of Lahore legislative building in March
1947, the principal Sikh leader at the time.

Master Tara Singh, declared that Sikhs

must be.prepared to die for their cause.

In posi-Partition India, the Sikh lead-

ership has repeatedly shown its anti-

Pakistan. anti-Muslim credentials. As a

reward for loyalty in the 1965 war with

Pakistan, the capitalist rulers in Delhi

granted the Sikhs’ demand for new state

borders. In 1966, the state boundaries

were re-drawn, creating the present Sikh-

majority state of Indian Punjab and a new
state of Haryana and enlarging Himachal
Pradesh in the process. Sikhs are heav-

ily represented in India’s armed forces,

which are a vital bulwark of the unity of

the state. It was a Sikh general. Kuldeep
Singh Brar. who led the 1984 attack on
the Golden Temple (while the Khalistani

forces inside the Temple were led by a for-

mer army officer. General Shabeg Singh).

On the eve of the slaughter in Amritsar

—

which lies less than 20 miles from the

Pakistan border—Brar rallied his troops

by warning that “the enemy” had links

to Pakistan.

The anti-Communist Khalistani forces

certainly looked to Pakistan for support.

During the 1980s. Pakistan's rulers,

together with the U.S. and British impe-

rialists. massively armed and funded

the reactionary Islamic-fundamentalist

mujahedin forces in Afghanistan in a

“holy war” against the Soviet Union. As
Trotskyists, from the beginning of the

1979 Soviet intervention we proclaimed;

"Hail Red Army in Afghanistan! Extend

the social gains of the October Revolution
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Srinagar, India: Protest against repressive Armed Forces Special Powers Act

and the Indian army in Kashmir, January 28.

to the Afghan peoples!" [See "Afghani-

stan: Women Under Imperialist Occupa-

tion". WV No. 998, 16 March 2012).

The 1984 attack on the Sikhs posed

a litmus test for revolutionaries. Post-

independence India fits Lenin’s descrip-

tion of tsarist Russia as a "prison house

of peoples.” As part of their programme

for proletarian power, Lenin's Bolsheviks

trenchantly opposed Great Russian chau-

vinism and called for the right of self-

determination for all nations, including

their right to secede. At the same lime

Lenin insisted that "Marxism cannot be

reconciled with nationalism, be it even of

the ‘most just', ‘purest’, most refined and

civilised brand" (Critical Remarks on the

National Question. 1913). Our position on

the Sikh question was not conditional on

the reactionary character of the Khalistani

leadership, of which there was no doubt.

Bhindranwale, who had once threatened

to kill 5,000 Hindus, and his theocratic

Dal Khalsa movement were fundamen-

talist anti-woman thugs who carried out

murderous terror against Communists in

the Punjab. In the early 1990s. Sikh com-

munalists carried out attacks on Hindus,

often targeting buses and killing scores

of people at a time.

In the summer of 1984 we wrote: "We
demand an immediate halt to the repres-

sive mililary/police operation in the Pun-

jab. the withdrawal of all troops and the

release of all Sikhs imprisoned in the

dragnet." At the same time, we insisted:

"Isolated from a revolutionary perspec-

tive. however, these elementary demands
will not end—and in the short term might

well inflame—the communalist turmoil

which today threatens to engulf the Pun-

jab. The only progressive answer lies in

the Indian proletariat, which has histori-

cally demonstrated militancy and organi-

sation.... Armed with a revolutionary

programme to overthrow capitalism, the

relatively small but strategically powerful

working class is the one social force that,

carrying the agrarian masses behind it.

can put an end to the communalist hor-

rors and furnish a just solution to the

legitimate grievances of India’s many
oppressed minorities. And this requires

the forging of a Trotskyist party."

—Spariacist Britain No. 60,

August 1984

And we added:

"The Sikhs are not Just a religious

grouping, however, but form a distinct

community inhabiting a particular terri-

tory with a common language (Punjabi)

and customs. And while the Sikhs may
not yet be a nation, the present dynamic
points to their further national con-

solidation. Nations are not born fully-

fledged but are consolidated in struggle

(generally by expelling or destroying

other peoples). Undoubtedly, and more
emphatically since the bloodbath at

Amritsar, many Sikhs see themselves

as a nation. But whether they achieve

the fundamentalist dream of Khalistan

(‘state of the pure') or some other form

of self-detertnination, or they are geno-

cidally repressed by the Hindu majority,

under capitalism the outcome can only

be reactionary."

We warned that: "To establish their own
slate, the Sikhs must necessarily remove,

one way or another, millions who share

the land of Punjab with them.” The pop-

ulation of the Punjab is deeply interpene-

trated. Business and industry in the cities

tend to be in the hands of Hindus, and

in rural areas. 75 per cent are Sikhs. The

competing claims of the peoples of South

Asia as a whole can only be equitably

resolved within a socialist federation of

South Asia. We are necessarily algebraic

about the future relationships of the work-

ers slates that may make up such a federa-

tion, and cannot pre-deiermine whether or

not the Sikhs would form their own slate.

The Indian reformist left generally

denied the legitimacy of the Sikh strug-

gle against national oppression. The

Moscow-loyal Communist Party of India

(CPI), which for years had been a servile

creature of the Indira Gandhi regime,

shamelessly supported the army's assault

in Amritsar. The CPI general secretary at

the lime. C.R. Rao, declared: "We have

always been for effective steps to pul

down extremist violence. These should,

however, be combined with efforts for a

political solution, which will go a long

way in isolating the extremists" (Overseas

Hindustan Times, 23 June 1984). As for

the Communist Parly of India (Marxist).

its then leader. Harkishan Singh Surjeet.

issued an almost identical statement and

praised the army for its “tremendous pre-

cautions to protect the Golden temple"

(Hindu. Internationa) Edition, 23 June

1984).

Today, the CPI (M) shows the same

loyally to India’s capitalist rulers over

Kashmir. India’s only Muslim-majority

state. While refusing to call for Indian

troops to gel out. in 2010, CPI (M) general

secretary Prakash Karat wrote to Prime

Minister Manmohan Singh, pleading with

him to "take a bold initiative for a politi-

cal dialogue with all sections in the state"

(cpim.org, 4 September 2010). In contrast

to these reformists, we Marxists have

said: "Today, insofar as the Kashmiri

struggle is not decisively subordinated to

a military conflict between the Pakistani

ruling class and Us Indian rival. Marxists

uphold the right of self-determination

for the people of Kashmir, which means

the right to independence or—should

they so choose—to merge with Pakistan

(or India)" [“Down With India’s Bloody

Repression in Kashmir! All Indian and

Pakistani Troops Out Now!" WVNo. 966.

8 October 2010).

Myth of Post-Communal Punjab

The Indian slate crushed the Sikh

insurgency in a wave of repression that

lasted until the early 1990s and incurred

a death toll in Punjab estimated in the

lens of thousands. Support for Khalistan

remains strong among the Sikh diaspora

in Britain and Canada. Among the Sikh

population as a whole, the enormous

crimes and injustices have not been for-

gotten. The anger and frustration that

still burns was seen recently in London

where General Brar. now retired, was

holidaying in 2012 and was physically

attacked by Sikhs, Brar’s assailants were

given outrageous prison terms, ranging

from ten to 14 years, for inflicting a cou-

ple of superficial wounds on the general,

who was one of the chief architects of

mass murder in Amritsar in 1984.

Since 1997. the state of Punjab has

been governed almost continuously by an

alliance of the Akali Dal, a Sikh party,

and the BJP. The Akali-BJP alliance is

often touted as the end of communal-

ism in the Punjab. This is a fallacy. The

Akali Dal was founded in 1920, as the

political arm of the committee to manage

the Sikh temples (gurdwaras). From its

inception it operated within the frame-

work of communal divisions laid down

by the British rulers by introducing sep-

arate electorates for Sikhs in 1921 (as

they had done for Hindus and Muslims in

[1909)). The Sikh nationalist leadership

has now thrown in its lot with the Hindu

communalist BJP. in an alliance that is

necessarily anti-Muslim.

Moreover, the Akali Dal today rep-

resents the interests of Sikh farmers

belonging to the Jai caste of wealthy

landowners. The Akali-BJP alliance

"has united the dominant castes among

the Sikhs and Hindus" that "replicates

the social structure of the Punjab village

in its legislative assembly" (Economic

and Political Weekly. 31 March 2012).

Although Sikhism originated in the fif-

teenth century in part in opposition to

the Hindu caste system, caste oppression

is rampant in Punjab.

The tenth guru. Gobind Singh, turned

Sikhism into a fighting religion in 1699,

establishing its distinctive symbols

—

including beard and dagger. When the

Sikhs were defeated in the Anglo-Sikh

wars that ended in 1849, the British

incorporated the former foes into the

army. The racist British rulers designated

the Sikhs as a “martial race" and granted

them special privileges as a reward for

Sikh military support in suppressing the

uprising of 1857. known as the Sepoy

Mutiny but more appropriately described

as the "first Indian war of independence."

As part of their determination to prevent

any such rebellion in the future, the Brit-

ish reorganised the army on the princi-

ple of divide-and-rule. awarded Punjabi

peasants land as an incentive to join the

army, and undertook a vast expansion

of agriculture. The predominance of the

Jal caste of rich farmers among the Sikh

population today has its origins In these

colonial schemes.

The caste prejudices of the Akali lead-

ers were manifest in the 1930s. when

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar proposed to lead

India’s 60 million dalits (“untouchables”)

into the Sikh religion. The Akali lead-

ership rejected this and, according to

author Kapur Singh, "they unanimously

decided that Ambedkar and his follower

untouchables must be dissuaded and

slopped from becoming Sikhs for all

time" (quoted in “Scheduled Castes in

Sikh Community,” Economic and Polit-

ical Weekly, 28 June 2003). The Punjab’s

Green revolution of the 1960s and 1970s

enriched the Jat farmers, while creating

the need for unskilled farm labourers,

with the result that many lower caste

migrant workers flocked to the stale from

areas such as Bihar and Uttar Pradesh.

Today, dalits constitute some 30 per cent

of the Punjab’s population—the highest

proportion in India—and more than 80

per cent of those dalits live in rural areas

and are among the most deprived and

impoverished section of the population.

Caste oppression compounds the subju-

gation of women in the villages, where

rape and violence against women are

daily occurrences.

Following independence from Britain.

India continues to be dependent on impe-

rialist finance capital, and will remain so

while capitalist rule persists. This under-

lines the importance of an internationalist

perspective that is not limited to South

Asia, but linked to socialist revolution in

the imperialist centres, including Britain,

Canada and the U.S. India remains heav-

ily agricultural, which means that agrarian

continued on page 8
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Campaigns Against Tobacco, Soda and Junk Food

Mexico: ^‘Health Fascism”
Against the Poor

We print below an article translated

from Espartaco No. 40 {February 2014),

published by our comrades of the Grupo

Espartaquista de Mexico.

ESPARTACO
Imitating his U.S. imperialist over-

lords. ten years ago fAndr^s Manuel]

L6pez Obrador. then [bourgeois-populist

Party of the Democratic Revolution] PRD
mayor of Mexico City, decreed the tyran-

nical anti-tobacco law that drove all

smokers from offices, restaurants, bars

and every public building. A few years

later, Congress approved a similar law

at the national level. At the same time,

increasing taxes have caused the price of

a pack of cigarettes to soar—in the case

of Marlboros, Benson & Hedges and oth-

ers. from 20 pesos in 2007 to 45 pesos in

2014. Nowadays, the age-old pleasure of

smoking—or, at least, of smoking decent

tobacco—is a luxury out of the daily

reach of the working class and poor.

What’s next? The total prohibition of

tobacco use, according to the InterAmer-

ican Heart Foundation (one of the main

anti-tobacco groups in Mexico).

These anti-tobacco laws are part of

a wider campaign aimed at regiment-

ing the entire population. Behind this

campaign is the “health fascist” ideol-

ogy: the notion that the state, supported

by a movement of “citizens” against

“vice,” should decide what can be con-

sumed. The usual excuse for these laws

is based on the supposed need to pro-

tect non-smokers from tobacco smoke's

harmful substances. The truth of the mat-

ter is that medical evidence regarding the

effects of “secondhand smoke” is simply

not conclusive. Various serious studies

that have attempted to establish a health

risk from secondhand smoke have had

to come to the same conclusion; there is

no significant statistical correlation. The
idea of protecting the supposed “pas-

sive smoker” is simply ridiculous con-

sidering that Mexico City is one of the

world’s most polluted cities, where tons

of animal and human fecal matter float

in the air every day. It’s true that tobacco

smoke is an irritant—as is any other type

of smoke. In any case, the obvious solu-

tion would be to provide adequate venti-

lation, but that wouldn’t be profitable, so

it isn’t even an option.

Karl Marx, who scientifically explained

the functioning of the ruthless capital-

ist system, wrote about English anti-

liquor legislation: “The classical saints

of Christianity mortified their body for

the salvation of the souls of the masses;

the modern, educated saints mortify the

bodies of the masses for the salvation of

their own souls.” The “beautiful people”

and the government are now going after

consumers of sodas, snacks, baked goods

and other food that the Congressmen

deem to have an excessively high caloric

content. It was the PRD, again, that led

the charge to impose a “special tax” on

these products, through which, “in addi-

tion to the benefit of tax collection,” they

seek to combat obesity... and “psycho-

social inadaptability”! If the class bias

wasn’t sufficiently evident in the case of

tobacco, it’s simply shameless in the case

of soda and “junk” food. A study by the

National Institute of Public Health from

last year states the obvious as a reason to

approve the new law: “Reduction in the

consumption of soda due to an increase

in its price would be greater in the poor-

est families and those living in extreme,

high and medium-to-high poverty areas.”

According to this institute, “These indi-

viduals would replace soda consump-

tion with water or milk.” This assertion

is completely arbitrary. This “study”

doesn’t even take into account that milk

is generally more expensive than soda,

even with the new tax (not to mention

lactose intolerance, which is much more
common among indigenous peoples of

the Americas than among those of Euro-

pean ancestry).

Almost a fifth of the population lacks

access to basic foodstuffs. At least a mil-

lion and a half children suffer from mal-

nutrition. The state has been gradually

dismantling health services, which are

inadequate and insufficient to begin with.

Workers routinely die because the ruling

capitalist class doesn’t want to spend

money on workplace safety—remember
Pasta de Conchos [a mine explosion that

killed 65 miners]. Workers and peasants

die because they can only afford to live

in sheet metal and wood shacks built in

areas with a high risk of natural disas-

jers—remember Hurricane Manuel and

Hurricane Ingrid. Behold the interest

of the government in the health of the

population! The above-mentioned study

asserts that the mullimillion-peso reve-

nue to the state resulting from the new

taxes would cover “around 30 percent

of obesity expenses for the country.” It’s

simply grotesque that the greedy bour-

geoisie wants to exert moral pressure and

put the financial burden of the capitalist

system on the poor.

In the face of the starving Parisian

masses’ demand for bread on the eve

of the Great French Revolution, Queen

Marie Antoinette suggested: “Let them

eat cake.” But even this infamous Aus-

trian didn’t think of demanding that the

poor pay a “special tax” for it—and. even

so, we should add that her insults cost

her her head. These absurd taxes sim-

ply reflect a gratuitous cruelty, trying to

make inaccessible for the majority some

small pleasures of everyday life—like

eating a snack cake, drinking an ice-

cold coke, smoking a cigarette. Obesity

is, needless to say. a health problem. But

instead of these tyrannical stupidities,

what is needed is free universal health

care, access to a varied and plentiful

diet, decent housing—and it would be

nice if workers had sufficient free time

in order to play a sport (or sit down to

read a book or watch TV, if they so

desired). But that requires the overthrow

of the capitalist system; it requires an

internationally collectivized and planned

economy.

It’s no secret that smoking is bad for

your health, and nobody has much faith

in the nutritional value of Coca-Cola

or Twinkles. But everyone has the right

to choose their own poison. As far as

we’re concerned, people should be able

to read, eat, drink and smoke whatever

they please, and enjoy whatever consen-

sual activities they like, without having

the police, courts, bosses and totalitarian

snobs intruding in their business.

India...
(continuedfrom page 7)

revolution is a key component of the pro-

gramme for proletarian state power. The
working class must win the support of the

rural masses to its side by championing

agrarian revolution to overthrow the land-

lords and capitalists.

At the same time, India has a signif-

icant industrial proletariat, which is the

motor force of the Indian socialist revolu-

tion. Not far from Punjab lies the indus-

trial centre of Gurgaon, including Maruti

Suzuki. India’s largest car maker. Workers
at this plant have carried out a series of

powerful strikes, uniting workers across

caste and religious divisions. In July 2012,

the bosses made a frontal attack on the

trade union in the plant. When a manager
mysteriously died in a fire, some 147

workers were arrested, falsely accused of

murder and put in jail, where they have

languished ever since. This is an attack

on all workers. The capitalist bosses who
have gone to such lengths to stamp out
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the union among these workers are well

aware of the potential power of the work-

ing class.

The labour of the proletariat produces

the profits that enrich the ruling class.

But this potential power is hamstrung by

the existing political leadership. What is

essential is forging a new leadership of the

working class that fights to turn the unions

into organs of proletarian unity and class

independence from the bosses and their

state. This task is linked to the forging of

a revolutionary vanguard parly.

The communalism that repeatedly

threatens to tear India apart is not some
inevitable condition of the country, but a

legacy of British colonial rule and a cor-

nerstone of capitalist rule in the region. The
carnage of Partition was not the only possi-

ble outcome of the independence struggle.

But a democratic, secular capitalist India

was not on the historic agenda. The mil-

itant upsurge against colonial rule at the

end of World War II could have signalled

the opening of great possibilities for a rev-

olutionary party. Instead, there was the

Stalinist CPI, whose support for British

imperialism during WWIl was a betrayal

that had fateful consequences for the Indian

independence struggle. As we noted:

“Britain had lost control. Posed pointblank

was not only India's political independ-
ence from two hundred and fifty years of
the British jackboot; the social liberation

of India's toiling masses from millennia
of indigenous caste, gender, communal
and class oppression was also now sud-

denly within grasp. What wa.s needed was
a revolutionary vanguard parly of India’.s

small but strategic and modern, urbanised
industrial working class which could rally

and draw behind it the millions of peasant
poor and other oppressed, oust the British,

and put the native capitalist-landlord alli-

ance out of business, launching a direct

offensive for both national and social

liberation through capturing proletarian

state power.”

Instead, the CPI’s perspective was to sub-

ordinate the interests of the proletariat to

the bourgeois nationalists, particularly

the Congress leaders, and to peddle illu-

sions in “Gandhiji.” As the above article

pointed out:

“The Congress leaders feared the

unleashing of the workers and peasants
against the capitalists and landlords

many limes more than they desired to

enforce the demand to 'Quit India' on
the British imperialists; the Stalinists

with their grovelling before Churchill
had made themselves for a key period
of lime 'the most universally detested

political organisation in India'. The
intervention of a revolutionary Trotskyist

party with some real weight in the pro-

letariat was at this juncture the decisive

element in whether the question of India
was solved along the October model or
left after post-war ‘independence' to the
bloody partition designed by the British

imperialists.”—“The 1940s ‘Quit India'

Movement—Stalinist Alliance
with Churchill Betrayed Indian
Revolution." Workers Hammer
Nos. 131 and 132 (September/
October and November/
December 1992) (reprinted in

WV No. 970. 3 December 2010]

We base ourselves on the programme of
Lenin and Trotsky’s Bolsheviks in the

victorious October Revolution of 1917.

In India during World War II, this pro-

gramme was upheld by the Trotskyist

forces of the Bolshevik-Leninist Party
of India IBLPI], section of the Trotskyist

Fourth International. But the small forces

of the BLPl were insufficient to take
advantage of the revolutionary crisis. As
our article cited above continued;

“Yet by midnight of 14 August 1947,
when Congress prime minister Jawa-
harlal Nehru rose to address ‘free*

India's parliament of capitalists, land-
lords and princes, the spectacular
upsurge had been derailed. Instead, a

pro-imperialist alliance of the Congress
bourgeoisie and the Muslim League
landlords had successfully diverted the
revolutionary momentum into British
imperialism’s wailing trap, the night-
mare of communalisi Partition. India’s
working masses had paid with their
lives—and were now about to pay even
more—for the absence of a revolutionary
party to lead its millions in an indepen-
dent struggle for workers power."

The key task in India remains the forging

of a Leninist-Trotskyisi party.*
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Detroit...
(continuedfrom page 12)

around Detroit and “throw in (he blankets

and corn.” With Detroit and several other

Michigan cities in receivership and run by

emergency managers, a wide swath of the

state’s population, including a majority of

its black residents, is subject to the diktats

of unelected officials. Simply put, this is

racist disenfranchisement.

The 1941 Strike:

Solidifying the DAW
The completion of the Erie Canal in

1825 and the city’s relative proximity

to the Mesabi iron range first spurred

Detroit’s growth. The city produced rail-

road cars, stoves and other manufactured

goods. It became the Motor City with the

advent of Ford's Model T in the early 20th

century.

Shortly after, the "Oreat Migration”

began, setting the stage for the economic

integration of black people into indus-

trial capitalism. During the labor cri-

sis created by World War I. over half a

million black people left the Jim Crow
South for the North. A good portion of

black Detroit "had roots in Tennessee,

Alabama, western Georgia or the Florida

panhandle because the historic rail lines

connected those places during the Migra-

tion years.... Detroit’s black population

would skyrocket” (Isabel Wilkerson, The
Warmth of Other Suns, 2010).

Detroit has long been a city of sharp

contradictions. Prior to the Civil War, it

was a station for the Underground Rail-

road and a meeting place of leading

abolitionists. Yet in 1863. it also was the

scene of a major anti-black riot. Detroit at

the beginning of the Great Migration was

"the most Southern” of Northern cities,

but at least black people could sit where

they wanted on the trolley. In the early

1920s. 40.000 Klansmen lived in the city,

and a KKK mayor was almost elected.

In 1925, a black doctor. Ossian Sweet,

moved his family to a white neighbor-

hood. Armed with guns, the Sweet fam-

ily defended themselves against racist

mobs, killing one attacker. After trials

and imprisonment, the Sweets were ulti-

mately acquitted.

The mass unionization of black workers

into the Congress of Industrial Organiza-

tions (CIO) some seven decades ago was
key to preparing the ground for common
struggle with while workers against the

bosses. But black workers first had to be

convinced of the new CIO unions’ com-
mitment to racial equality after decades

of Jim Crow discrimination on the part

of the craft-based American Federation

of Labor (AFL). Moreover, Henry Ford

and his ilk initially hired black people

as a counterforce to unionism. Their toe-

hold in northern industry was due to the

capitalists’ desire for insurance against

strikes.

A seminal event was the 1941 Ford

strike, which brought 10.000 black mem-
bers into the UAW. Taking on the “great

white father of Dearborn” and besieg-

ing Ford's giant River Rouge plant, then

employing 100,000 workers, the UAW

A SpartaoM P«rnpni«l

Karl Marx Was Right

Capitalist Anarchy
|

and the

Immiseration of the

Working Class

$2 (56 pages)

Order from: Spartacist Pub. Co.

Box 1377 GPO, New York. NY 10116

Prometheus Research Series 3

in turn, ignored the fight to upgrade

black workers to better jobs and the rac-

ism that remained in his own ranks.

Anti-Black Riot of 1943

group, who also was a Ford foundry

worker, ignored the neutrality of the adult

branch and used a UAW sound truck to

appeal in the name of the NAACP for

the strikebreakers to leave the plant.

Such efforts were a counterbalance to the

black ministers and defused the back-to-

work movement.

On April 11. Henry Ford agreed

to a National Labor Relations Board-

supervised election. In May. the UAW
won. although many black workers voted

for the company-backed AFL union. But

A few weeks after approval of sellout contract, UAW tops Bob King (left) and
Ron Gettelfinger (second from left) embrace Ford executives, December 2007.

won recognition from the last of the Big

Three automakers to be unionized. No
longer did the black community bow
down to the “king of the open shop.” The
Rouge, known as Master Ford’s planta-

tion. would become the home of UAW
Local 600, a center of black union power.

As the strike and its iead-up highlighted,

breaking down racial barriers by fighting

for black equality is essential to build-

ing strong industrial trade unions and

advancing the struggles of the working

class as a whole. In other words, labor

and black struggles will either go forward

together or fall back separately.

Years earlier. Henry Ford had bought

off the small black middle class by

pouring money into black churches. He
also financed some services for a segre-

gated slum known as Inkster. In return,

his loyal black ministers screened job

applicants for their anti-unionism. Ford’s

racial "philanthropy” flowed from white

supremacy. His paper, the Dearborn
Independent, portrayed black people as

beneficiaries of the "white man’s civili-

zation” and warned against attempts by

Jews to “Bolshevize the Negro."

To do battle with Ford, the UAW hired

several black organizers who had gained

trade-union experience through the Com-
munist Party (CP) and its National Negro
Congress. Among its activities, the

UAW’s Negro Sub-Organizing Depart-

ment issued special editions of the Local

600 newsletter Ford Facts. Through such

efforts, the UAW was able not only to

neutralize anti-union sentiment but also

to convince many black workers that it

would defend their jobs—not by beg-

ging Ford but through collective action.

When the organizing drive began. Ford

countered by hiring black workers into

his “Service Department” of anti-union

thugs run by Harry Bennett.

The strike began on April 1 when Ford

fired eight UAW committeemen. Prac-

tically the whole Rouge plant walked,

though some black workers remained

in the foundry and hundreds of others,

recently hired to scab, slipped back in the

next morning. At 6 a.m. on the second

day. Bennett sent several hundred scabs

and thugs out of the factory to attack the

union pickets with steel bars and knives.

At 9 a.m.. another assault took place, but

this time the picketers were prepared

with baseball bats and sticks. The bat-

tle was brief and bloody: the union lines

held.

There were few black workers on the

picket line, and there were black scabs

inside, making it possible to paint the

confrontation as a racial conflict. Mean-
while. an ex-president of the UAW. work-

ing for the AFL. addressed 3,000 blacks

in the ghetto to garner support for a

back-to-work movement.

In response, the UAW appealed

directly to black strikebreakers to leave

the plant and urged black workers not to

let themselves be used as scabs, pointing

to the greater pay. job security and pro-

motions from the seniority system that

would be gained through unionization.

The union reiterated that the UAW "per-

mits no racial discrimination within its

ranks." The head of the NAACP youth

The U.S. entry into World War II in

1941 brought another mass migration

of Southern blacks and whites to labor-

hungry Detroit. The thousands of new
white workers from the South had not

gone through the strike experiences with

black co-workers. Together with second-

generation Poles, they were, as a rule,

hostile to black rights. Meanwhile. Detroit

suffered an acute housing shortage, which

exploded in the bloody riots of 1943.

The prelude to the riots occurred in

1942 at the Sojourner Truth Housing

Project, built to accommodate the influx

of thousands of defense workers. The
night before it opened, the Ku Klux Klan

burned a cross at the project, which was

located in a mainly white area north of

Polish Hamlramck. Tenants moving in

were attacked. A UAW presence with

sound trucks and black Local 600 mem-
bers helped prevent a racist riot. How-
ever. hundreds of black people were

arrested (and only a handful of whites).

Local 600 and the UAW International

issued statements defending the black

tenants but failed to follow up with fur-

ther union action. Three months later,

black families moved in with the support

of government housing officials acting to

get critical industry up and running for

the war profiteers.
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black hostility to the UAW dissipated

after the elections because black work-

ers received the same wages as the rest

of the workforce, and they saw a black

UAW organizer prominent on the contract

bargaining committee. The part played by

black UAW organizers was important to

securing not only the union allegiance

of black workers but also white workers’

acceptance of their black counterparts.

This victory for the UAW was par-

tial—black workers were still segregated

into the worst jobs, and auto companies

would continue to play on the fears of

white workers to keep the union divided.

Henry Ford cut off money to Inkster and

instituted an anti-black hiring policy at

his plants. UAW president R.J. Thomas.

Ominously, a series of reactionary

strikes had erupted in the early 1940s in

the auto plants. The KKK had a presence

at Packard, where years of anti-black

actions culminated in May 1943 with a

walkout by 25,000 white workers pro-

testing the upgrade of black workers to

the assembly line. The plant manager
agitated for workers to join a company
union. Facing a threat to the union’s exis-

tence. UAW president Thomas—with

the backing of the federal government—
announced that all workers who struck

against black labor would be expelled

from the union and fired. Thirty whites

were dismissed, and at an NAACP
meeting Thomas blustered that if the

continued on page 10

WORKtRS
Marxist Working-Class Biweekly of the Spartacist League

J $10/22 issues of Workers Vangoarc/ J New Renewal
(includes English-language Spartacist and Black History and the Class Stniggle)

international rates. $25/22 issues—Airmail $10/22 issues—Seamail

$2/6 introductory issues of Workers Vanguard (includes English-language Spartacist)

J $2/4 issues of Espartaco (en espanol) (includes Spanish-language Spartacist)

J I would like to contribute $ to the production of Workers Vanguard.

Name

Address

City

Phone (

State

Apt.#.

-Zip—
E-mail

Make checks payable/mall to: Spartacist Publishing Co.. Box 1377 GPO. New York. NY 10116

18 APRIL 2014 9



the International Affairs Director of the

UAW. Reuther’s brother Victor spent CIA
money to split Communist-led unions in

postwar Europe.

Walter Reuther’s 1950 auto contract,

touted as the “Treaty of Detroit." gave

union members a cost-of-living adjustment

but tied wages to productivity. The UAW
tops agreed with the .slogan attributed to

CM boss 'Charles Wilson that "what’s

good for General Motors is good for the

country." To maintain labor peace in the

late 1960s and early '70s. Reuthcr and his

lieutenants crushed revolts by radicalized

black workers.

In earlier years, the New Deal alliance

that Reuther lauded had crippled key

labor struggles. For example, in 1946 the

CIO announced a campaign to organize

the South, grotesquely called "Opera-

tion Dixie.” This vital task ran head-on

into Jim Crow segregation. The fight for

integrated unions would have aroused a

vicious backlash from Dixiecrais and
their Klan auxiliaries, blowing apart the

New Deal coalition. In the face of the Cold

War witchhunt, CIO leaders, fearing the

prospect of black workers falling in with

Communist labor organizers, scuttled the

effort after only two years. The working

class is still paying f^or this crime. The
open shop South remains a bastion of rac-

ist reaction and a “sword of Damocles"
hanging over labor's struggles.

Black and Red
The intervention of Lenin and Trotsky's

Communist International was crucial in

driving home the centrality of the fight for

black treedom to the American proletar-

ian revolution. James P. Cannon, a leader

of the early CP in the U.S. and later the

founder of American Trotskyism, empha-
sized that Lenin and the Russian Revo-
lution “contributed more than any other
influencefrom any source to the recogni-
tion. and more or less general acceptance,
of the Negro question as a special problem
of American society—a problem which
cannot simply be subsumed under the

general heading of the conflict between
capital and labor" ("The Russian Revo-
lution and the American Negro Move-
ment. in The First Ten Years ofAmerican
Communism (1962)).

The SWP tirelessly fought for black
rights and equality during World War II

and subsequently made headway recruit-

ing black workers, including in Detroit.

When Cannon wrote this essay from semi-
retirement in 1959, though, the Southern
civil rights struggle was polarizing Amer-
ican society and had brought to the fore

differences in the SWP on the black ques-
tion. Cannon was addressing this debate
by inference when he observed that the
expansion of the communist influence

in the Negro movement" in the 1930s
happened despite the CP's call for self-

determination. which invented a separate
black nation" in the Deep South. Cannon

continued: "In practice the CP jumped
over this contradiction. When the party
adopted the slogan of ’.self-determination."

it did not drop its aggressive agitation for

Negro equality and Negro rights on every

Detroit...
(continued from page 9)

Klansmen "want to fight the union on

this issue, we are ready and willing to

take them on" (August Meier and Elliott

Rudick, Black Detroit and the Hise of the

UAW. 1979).

Two weeks later, the riot began. By
the time it was over, 25 black people

lay dead—most of them killed by the

police. While not lifting a finger to stop

the lynch mobs during the riots, UAW
leaders trumpeted that none of the blood-

shed had entered the plants! But the then-

revolutionary Socialist Workers Party

(SWP) fought for a mobilization of union

militants to defend the black masses. The
Trotskyist SWP’s Militant newspaper (3

July 1943) wrote:

"The labor leaders must do more than
deplore the.se attacks. ..do more than

order their members to stay off the

.streets and appeal for grand jury inves-

tigations. They must summon their

membership to lake determined and
organized action against the instigators

and organizers of these lynch mobs. The
unions of Detroit could have repulsed
thLs threat to their very existence as

they repulsed General Motors in 1937
and 1941. Detroit would be far differ-

ent today and the native fascists would
be cowering in their holes, demoralized
instead of triumphant, had the union
leaders called out the veteran flying

squadrons to defend the Negro people."

With the country awash in patri-

otic war fervor, the SWP pointed out

that "because of their no-strike pledge

and slavish subservience to Roosevelt’s

labor policies, the CIO and AFL lead-

ership have completely failed to provide

the workers with any program of resis-

tance to the encroachments of the capi-

talists.... That is the reason why fascist

demagogues and preachers of race hate

and violence are able to receive a hear-

ing from some workers" (Militant. 3 July

1943). The pro-capitalist labor bureaucra-

cy’s support to imperialist wars abroad
has as its corollary support to the war-

time suppression of union struggle at

home.

Postwar Anti-Communist Purges

The New Deal put labor in bed with its

liberal class enemies in the North as well

as the Dixiecrats, who terrorized black

people and the unions in the South. It i.s a

myth that Roosevelt’s New Deal pulled

the U.S. out of the 1930s Great Depres-
sion. The economy did not return to its

pre-1929 level until the interimperialist

slaughter of World War II set the war
industries running in high gear. As op-
posed to the CP. the SWP supported none
of the imperialist combatants, whether
“democratic" Allies or the Axis. At the

same time, the Trotskyists continued to

stand foursquare for the unconditional

Beilmann
Cold Warrior and UAW head Walter Reuther (second from right, front) with
President Kennedy, Martin Luther King (far left) and others following 1963
March on Washington.

military defense of the Soviet Union.

The U.S. was the only imperialist power
to emerge from the war with its indus-

trial infrastructure intact. It also was the

unchallenged military power ofjhe capital-

ist world. The triumphant U.S. ruling class

heralded the “American century.” When
the largest strike wave in the country’s

history broke out in 1946 amid postwar

austerity, the bourgeoisie, rolling in prof-

its. pieced off workers with wage increases

and talk of the "American dream.”

At the same time, the victory of the

Soviet Union over Nazi Germany and the

Red Army’s liberation of much of Central

and East Europe was a boon for the USSR,
Communism had more prestige despite

the anti-working-class crimes of Sta-

lin’s bureaucratic rule. As the industrial-

military powerhouse of the non-capitalist

world, the Soviet Union was the main
enemy of the bourgeoisie. The U.S. rul-

ers turned on their erstwhile ally with a

vengeance, launching a Cold War against

the Soviet degenerated workers state. In

its domestic reflection, the unions were
purged of reds and other militants who
had led the major organizing struggles of

the 1930s.

Given its association with the Russian

Revolution and its influential position in

the CIO, the Communist Party became
the chief target of the witchhunt. As a

result of its all-out wartime support for

the Allies, the CP had upheld a no-strike

pledge and quashed struggles for black

rights, betrayals that further isolated it

from union militants. The success of

the purges helped consolidate an anti-

communist union bureaucracy commit-
ted to U.S. imperialism and class peace.

Anti-labor laws like the Tafl-Hartley Act.

which outlawed secondary boycotts and
sympathy strikes and demanded "loyalty

oaths” from union officials, were passed
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at this time. The Cold War leaders of

the AFL and CIO—George Meany and
Walter Reuther. re.speciively—denounced
such slave-labor legislation but complied
with it.

Social democrats like the UAW’s
Reuther were the spearhead of repres-

sion within the labor movement. He had

tried to ban Communists from elected

union office as early as 1941. In Septem-
ber 1948. Reuther moved to purge Cole-

man Young (later the mayor of Detroit)

and other CP supporters from the Wayne
County CIO. Local 600. where black

Detroit, June 1943:
A black man is

dragged from
streetcar by

racist mob during
anti-black riots.

workers and the CP were concentrated,

was the last holdout. One authoritative

account gives a picture of Walter Reuther
working in tandem with the House Un-
American Activities Committee (HUAC)
to put Local 600 in receivership in the

early 1950s: "He described the local’s

anti-Korean War stance as a response

to the dictates of the Communist party

and suggested that an aerial picture of

the River Rouge plant printed in Ford
Facts was evidence of espionage. At the

end of the lengthy meeting, the executive

board voted unanimously to take control

of Local 600 and soon dismissed or sus-

pended many of its leading Negro cau-

cus activists and their white progressive

allies" (David M. Lewis-Colman. Race
Against Liberalism, 2008).

As the witchhunt escalated. Commu-
nist workers were beaten up and fired, and
attempts were made to evict “reds” from
public housing. Particularly in Detroit.

CP supporters who were victimized were
heavily black. As Lewis-Colman observed.

Reuther became “concerned about the race
issue in the union. Like many liberal anti-

communists, Reuther believed that racism
had become an effective issue for Com-
munists.” Specifically, he wanted to clean
up the image of racist U.S. imperialism to

neutralize CP influence and to bolster the
Cold War drive against the Soviet Union.
As such, he would later support Mar-
tin Luther King’s liberal pacifism in the
South. At the same time, he allied him-
self with the racist and FBI-linked Asso-
ciation of Catholic Trade Unionists. As
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Detroit. 1973: Organizers
of victorious auto sit-down

strike being carried from
plant, inset: Shop

newsietters issued by
Detroit-area Revoiutionary

Union Movements, from
which nationaiist League of

Revoiutionary Biack Workers
emerged.

Detroit Free Press

front.... It was the CP’s agitation and

action under the latter siogan that brought

the resuits.”

A "Freedom Now" resolution adopted

at the SWP’s 1963 Convention codified

a wholesale embrace of black national-

ism and was accompanied by a policy of

abstention from the Southern civil rights

struggle. This abstention meant an entire

generation of black youth was lost to the

revolutionary movement. In a matter of

a couple of years, the degenerating SWP
would descend into full-blown reformism.

The SWP’s rejection ofMarxism over the

black question did not go unopposed. Rich-

ard Fraser, an SWP member who addressed

American black oppression and struggle in

his lectures and written documents in the

1950s, was a key figure. By 1963. Fraser

was in opposition to the SWP majority,

and his tendency submitted a resolution

on revolutionary inlegrationism. The Rev-

olutionary Tendency (RT), forebear of the

Spartacist League, supported the basic line

of that resolution in a “Statement in Vot-

ing on the Negro Question” while giving

its own explanation that black people "are

not a nation; rather they are an oppressed

race-color caste, in the main comprising

the most exploited layer of the American

working class. From this condition the con-

sequence has come that the Negro struggle

for freedom has had. historically, the aim

of integration into an equalitarian society.”

Objecting to the SWP majority’s absten-

tionism and view that "inevitably ours is a

while party,” the RT called on the party to

“expend significant material resources in

overcoming our isolation from Southern

struggles.... A successful outcome to our

action would lead to an historic break-

through for the Trotskyist movement.” As

the RT put it in the 1963 document “For

Black Trotskyism”: “The Negro ques-

tion is so deeply built into the American

capitalist class-structure. ..that only the

destruction of existing class relations and

the change in class dominance—the pass-

ing of power into the hands of the working

class—will suffice to strike at the heart

of racism and bring about a solution both

real and durable.” The leadership of the

RT. representing Marxist continuity, was

expelled beginning in December 1963 in

the rapidly rightward moving SWP’s first

political purge.

The SWP’s abandonment of the per-

spective of building a multiracial vanguard

party impacted the development of the

League of Revolutionary Black Workers

in Detroit. Some of its founding members
had been around the SWP. while others

came from a Maoist background. Com-
rade Don Alexander has recounted meet-

ing one of them, John Watson. According

to Watson, he was among a number who
had attended Friday night Militant Forums
and been impressed with the SWP. But the

SWP was chasing the pacifist preachers

and black nationalists and had nothing to

offer them, except to advise them to form

a separate black party. So they concluded:

why not? And that is what they did.

Dead End of Black Nationalism

Detroit in July 1967 was witness to one

of the last, and bloodiest, of a series of

ghetto rebellions sparked by racist police

as well as job and housing discrimination.

National Guardsmen and federal troops

poured into Detroit as the inner city was

turned into a war zone with tanks rum-

bling down the streets. However, when the

majority black 82nd Airborne was sent to

Detroit to quell the rebellion, military

hardware was soon mysteriously finding

its way to the besieged ghetto, illustrating

how in times of social upheaval a heav-

ily working-class and minority army will

not always remain loyal to the capitalist

rulers. As punishment, the 82nd was sent

back to Vietnam.

Soon-to-be Democratic mayor Coleman
Young had joined his former antagonist.

Waller Reuther. in calling on President

Lyndon Johnson to send in federal troops.

By the time the rebellion was suppressed.

43 black people had been killed, hundreds

injured and over 7,000 arrested. Young
and Reuther enlisted in the bourgeoisie’s

“New Detroit Committee” aimed at sav-

ing the Motor City for the Big Three.

In the 1960s, the unemployment rate

for black people and youth in Detroit was
sky-high. Working conditions in decrepit

auto plants were horrendous. Tens of

thousands of black workers in the plants

were excluded from the skilled trades

and trapped in the dirtiest, hottest, most

backbreaking and dangerous jobs. The
largely white UAW bureaucracy was hos-

tile to its black membership. Racist fore-

men, speedup and industrial injuries were

common. The title of the book Detroit: /

Do Mind Dying came from a Detroit blues

song of the ’60s that starts, "Please, Mr.

Foreman, slow down your assembly line.

No, I don’t mind workin’, but I do mind
dyin’.” The book documents the period

and the development of the League of

Revolutionary Black Workers.

After the 1967 ghetto upheaval, black

nationalists at Wayne State University

coalesced around a community news-

paper, the Inner City Voice, to form a

"black Marxist-Leninisl parly.” Many
black workers hired into the plants in the

late ’60s scorned the appeals for “nonvio-

lence" pushed by Martin Luther King and

the liberal leadership of the civil rights

movement. These militants recognized

black workers had some social power at

the point of production but did not draw

the conclusion that the multiracial work-

ing class uniquely could strike real blows

against racist American capitalism. Inner

City Voice cadre made contact with just

such black militants at the Dodge Main
assembly plant and formed the Dodge
Revolutionary Union Movement (DRUM).
A May 1968 wildcat strike over speedup

that involved both black and white work-

ers resulted in racist disciplinary actions.

In response. DRUM initiated a boycott

of nearby racist bars, another three-day

wildcat and a rally of 3.000 workers in

the plant parking lot. Word of DRUM’S
audacity spread. ELRUM was formed at

Eldon Ave. Chrysler, as were a number

of groups at other plants. Based on this

growth, the Inner City Voice activists

formed the League in early 1969.

In 1970 at the Eldon Ave. Chrysler

plant, a black worker who had been fired

shot dead two foremen and a white co-

worker. Ken Cockrel, a lawyer and found-

ing member of the League, defended him.

Blaming the deaths on horrific conditions

Ikea Workers...
(continuedfrom page 5)

and a recruiter. He kept contact with its

supporters until at least 1950, five years

after the Soviet Red Army smashed Hil-

ler’s Third Reich and put an end to the

Holocaust. Fascism has always sought to

eradicate the organized workers movement
in order to shore up capitalist rule. At the

same time, the Nazis sought to paper over

the conflict between workers and capital-

ists through chauvinist propaganda por-

traying the nation as a happy and united

family.

Such is the origin of Ikea’s corporate

values. Kamprad’s transparently phony
egalitarianism, embodied in his modest

car and Ikea’s slogan of furniture “for the

many.” melts away before the fact that

he is the richest man in Europe and fifth

richest in the world. Now the world’s larg-

est furniture retailer. Ikea last year made
profits of 3.3 billion euros ($5 billion)

through savage exploitation and anti-

union attacks.

Revelations that Ikea used private

investigators to spy on and entrap employ-

ees in France have provoked outrage.

When workers in Turkey managed to

organize a union, the company retaliated

with harassment and firings. After the

workforce at a furniture assembly plant

in Virginia owned by an Ikea subsidiary

voted to join the Machinists union three

years ago. the company worked overtime

to try and block this. Full-time workers

there start at $8 an hour, while those hired

from temporary contractors get even less.

The Need for

Revolutionary Leadership

Ikea's peculiarities aside, all capitalist

enterprises, and all capitalist states, bol-

ster their domination by projecting a false

sense of common interests between the

boss and the worker. Workers slave and

bosses profit, but everyone is supposedly

on the same team. Union bureaucrats often

seek to shame the employer into uphold-

ing its own declared principles or those

of the nation as a whole. "Ikea values.”

“Swedish values,” “Canadian values," it’s

all the same: by pushing nationalism or

loyalty to the employer, the pro-capitalist

labour misleaders help to spread the lie

that the exploiters and the exploited can

and must work together for the common
good.

Working people need a leadership that

recognizes that the interests of the work-

ing class and the capitalist class are sepa-

rate and directly opposed to one another.

The workers must fight to resist all of

the attacks on wages, benefits and jobs.

It is necessary to demand decent jobs for

all through shortening the workweek at

no loss in pay and that wages be fully

indexed to inflation. A massive program

of public works is needed to rebuild the

decaying infrastructure of this country.

Medicare, welfare, pensions and other

crucial social programs must be vastly

expanded to meet the needs of the entire

population. Such demands directly chal-

lenge the profit-driven capitalist system.

They thus point to the need for the work-

ing class to do away with the whole sys-

tem of wage slavery.

The class-struggle perspective neces-

sary to organize the unorganized and revi-

talize the labour movement is integrally

linked to the fight for a new leadership

of the working class. Unlike the pro-

capitalist NDP, a revolutionary workers

party would fight not only to regain what

the working people have lost in recent

decades but to rip power from and expro-

priate the tiny class of exploiters, from

Kamprad and his lackeys to the owners of

the banks and major industries. Working

people and oppressed minorities will have

at Chrysler and the worker’s lifetime

experiences of racism, Cockrel took the

jury to the plant so they could see the con-

ditions. In the end. the worker was found

not responsible for his acts and awarded

worker's compensation for company-
inflicted injuries.

DRUM correctly called for rehiring

fired workers and opening the skilled

trades to blacks, 'opposed speedup and

unsafe conditions and denounced the

betrayals of the UAW lops. But many of

their demands were unsupporlable: hir-

ing black foremen, general foremen and

plant managers; that “a black brother be

appointed as head of the board of direc-

tors of Chrysler Corporation”; and that “50

percent of all plant protection guards be

black.” Such demands would simply put

“black faces in high places” and had noth-

ing to do with mobilizing class struggle.

That DRUM considered a black director

of Chrysler or a black security guard to

be a “brother” speaks volumes about the

political bankruptcy of black nationalism.

Some white workers respected DRUM
picket lines and wanted to work with

the group, but DRUM avoided organiz-

ing them. They lumped while workers

together with the white racist rulers and

the trade-union bureaucracy. Especially

in Detroit at that time, while there were

conservative white workers, there also

were young white workers who hated the

Vietnam War. However, the League had

little interest in politically engaging these

workers. In this vein, a supporter of the

Spartacist League who had led an effec-

tive wildcat strike against Michigan Bell

was turned away from their door.

The League’s nationalism also rendered

it incapable of building a united class-

struggle opposition to the racist, pro-

capitalist union bureaucracy typified by

UAW secretary treasurer Emil Mazey. who
vilified DRUM as a “black peril” more

dangerous than the “red peril” of Com-
munism. Instead, the League threatened to

pull black workers out of the UAW. Typical

was a poem that came out of the DRUM
struggles, which concluded: “U.A.W. is

scum/OUR THING IS DRUM!!!!”

The League itself split in 1971. The
community-oriented wing of Ken Cockrel

moved quickly into Democratic Party pol-

itics, giving support to Coleman Young.

Its more workerist wing—represented by

General Baker among others—^joined the

Stalinist Communist League with its ludi-

crous theory of the Negro nation in the

Deep South and formed the Communist
Labor Party. Despite the anti-UAW rants

of the League of Revolutionary Black

Workers, Baker became a UAW bureau-

crat, receiving a union award in 2011, for

those who "exemplify the teaching and

life” of Martin Luther King.

(TO BE CONTINUED]

a real future when the capitalist state has

been swept away through socialist revolu-

tion, creating a society where the wealth

produced by labour will be used to the

benefit of all, not the profit of a few.B

Basic Oocumsnts of tha
Trotskvist Loagus/Ligus trotakyst*

Programmatic Theses

Who Are, and What
We Fight For

Organizational Rules

and Guidelines

I

In English and French
$2 (32 pages)

Order trom/pay to:

Spartacist Canada Publishing Association

Box 6867. Station A. Toronto. ON M5W 1X6

or: Spartacist Publishing Co.
Box 1377 GPO. New York. NY 10116

18 APRIL 2014 11



WOKKeitS VMeVAR9

Capitalists Gut the Motor City

Detroit: The Rise and Fall of a

ueiroii iNews

Above: Striking auto workers in Detroit, 1945. Below: AFSCME city worker retirees

protest against pension cuts, August 2013.
Reuters

The following is a presentation,

edited for publication, given by com-

rade Barry James at a March 22

forum in Chicago.

The "Motor City” was the center

of American capitalism's principal

industry and a stronghold of a pow-

erful unionized black proletariat.

Today, Detroit is the world capital of

closed auto plants, with the world’s

most skilled army of homeless. It was

PART ONE

in Flint. Michigan, in 1937 that a sit-

down strike brought the auto giant

General Motors to its knees. Mich-

igan now is a newly minted “right to

work" state.

Detroit is a monument to the irra-

tionality of the profit system—a sys-

tem based on the private ownership

of the means of production. When
the city went into bankruptcy, gov-

ernment spokesmen and the bour-

geois press pointed the finger at

mismanagement by city officials and

"exorbitant" union contracts, which

were alibis for the perpetrators. The

auto giants brought in waves of labor,

including many black workers, to toil

on the assembly line only to then

toss them on the scrap heap when
the plants became unprofitable. A
proletarian revolution is necessary to

rip the productive wealth of society

from the capitalists and build a col-

lectivized. planned economy where

production is based on social need,

not profit.

In recent years, Detroit’s popula-

tion has fallen sharply, leaving an 82

percent black populace that the cap-

italist rulers consider surplus. The
U.S. bourgeoisie presumes that it

can starve the poor, gut pensions and

impoverish working people without

repercussions. This calculation, indeed

the plight of Detroit, owes much to the

role of the trade-union bureaucracy in

suppressing labor struggle.

Barack Obama, a Wall Street Democrat

who is overseer of racist U.S. imperialism,

was hailed for bailing out the auto bosses.

The 2009 bailout meant remaining mem-
bers of the United Auto Workers (UAW)
would work for less, if at all, to restore

company profits. In return for allowing

the automakers to shave billions owed
the retiree health care trust, the UAW
took equity stakes in the "new" General

Motors and Chrysler—and one seat on

the board at the latter. True to form. GM
and Chrysler announced plant closures

and workers were saddled with a no-

strike pledge for six years. The UAW tops

assured the automakers, including Ford,

that wages and benefits would end up on

par with foreign-owned plants in the open

shop .South! A newly hired autoworker at a

remaining plant in Detroit would earn $14

an hour. This wage, adjusted for inflation.

is three cents less than what Henry Ford

was paying in 1914 when he announced

the $5 day.

Current UAW president Bob King has

promoted the bailout, turning a defeat

for the union into a badge of honor for

Obama, with the union bureaucrats pour-

ing millions of dollars into Obama’s re-

election. At one time, the UAW was the

symbol of union power. Today, the UAW
Solidarity House crew can barely choke

out the words “working class.” let alone

reference the class-struggle methods that

built the union.

In the course of the decades-long with-

ering of the trade unions, the UAW tops

habitually unfurled the banner of poison-

ous protectionism: "American Jobs for

American Workers." King may oppose the

Pentagon’s School of the Americas, which

trains anti-labor death squads for repres-

sive regimes in Latin America, but he can

China-bash with the best. The role of the

labor bureaucrats was explained by Leon
Trotsky in his 1940 article "Trade Unions

in the Epoch of Imperialist Decay":

"Monopoly capitalism is less and less

willing to reconcile itself to the independ-

ence of trade unions. It demands of the

reformist bureaucracy and the labor aris-

tocracy, who pick up the crumbs from its

banquet table, that they become trans-

formed into its political police before the

eyes of the working class."

Turning back the ruling-class war against

the unions requires breaking labor’s polit-

ical subservience to the Democrats and the

capitalist order. A fight inside the unions

is required to oust the current sellouts and
install a class-struggle leadership.

Workers, Black People
Made to Pay

In the years prior to Detroit’s bank-

ruptcy filing, former mayor David Bing
ended city services, including road repairs,

streetlights and garbage collection, to the

parts of Detroit he deemed expendable.

Meanwhile, the underfunded fire depart-

ment adopted a "let it bum" policy. Unsat-

isfied. the Michigan governor appointed

an emergency manager in 2013 to

conduct a fire sale of city assets and

slash costs, beginning with unionized

labor. We oppose the devastating

attacks on the pensions and health

benefits of city workers past and

present. We also oppose the privat-

ization of the city water department

to pay back the banks, higher utility

service fees be damned.

A number of capitalist philanthro-

pies are donating money to keep the

Detroit Institute of Arts from being

looted, dubiously claiming that they

will make contributions to reduce the

pension cutbacks, too. Outrageously,

the plundering banks object to tak-

ing any “haircut” on their loans from

which they have extracted massive

profits. For their part, the Michigan

public union tops, committed to a

course of lobbying Democratic Party

politicians, whine that the state con-

stitution "protects" pension benefits.

In early December, this protection

was tossed out the window when a

federal judge ruled that a bankrupt

Detroit could wipe out city work-

ers' pensions, a precedent that has

emboldened other municipalities in

their efforts to gut pensions.

As for the cops and prison guards,

they are not workers, but the repres-

sive arm and professional strike-

breakers of the capitalist state and we
demand their ouster from the unions.

The pensions of the retired thugs in

blue who “made their living" terror-

izing the black populace are no con-

cern of ours. Police from the Detroit

area, home to many Arabs, have also

helped carry out Obama’s "war on

terror.” A case in point is a 2009 FBI

raid in which an imam who served

the poor—not least hungry Chris-

tians—was blown away. He was shot

21 times and then handcuffed while

the Feds' wounded attack dog was air-

lifted for veterinary care.

The Ford Foundation has a vision of

remaking the city into a young, high-

tech. artistic-urban farm. Such "reimag-

inings” can only heighten the sense of

siege in black Detroit, which is ringed by

white suburbs that were called "sundown
towns"—meaning if you’re black you’d

better be out by then. In the 1950s. Dear-

born mayor Orville Hubbard infamously

said to an Alabama newspaper that a

black man moving in to Dearborn would
be responded to quicker than a fire. This

is not simply ancient history. Last Novem-
ber. a 19-year-oId black woman met her

death by a shotgun blast to the face while

seeking help on the porch of a Dearborn
Heights home after a car accident.

Not a few of the city’s suburbs are

affluent. Adjacent to Detroit is Oakland
County, whose elected manager—an

all-round retrograde and Ku KIux Ktan

defender—proposes to build a fence

continued on page 9
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As Bourgeoisie Touts 1964 Civii Rights Act

Supreme Court Knifes

Affirmative Action, Again
For Black Liberation

Through Socialist Revolution!

To mark the 50lh anniversary of the

Civil Rights Act, the politicians turned out

in droves—the president, both generations

of George Bushes, black establishment

types. For three days in early April, the

Lyndon B. Johnson Presidential Library

in Austin. Texas, oozed with oily words

about equality and opportunity. Outside,

demonstrators shackled themselves to a

statue of Martin Luther King Jr. in pro-

test against the Obama administration's

massive deportation of immigrants. The

high-profile celebration was no solace to

the black masses, whose hellish conditions

of life—mass chronic unemployment,

cop terror, crumbling schools, poverty

and hunger—define the racial oppression

inherent in American capitalism.

Two weeks after the Austin “Civil

Rights Summit,” the Supreme Court took

a knife to what remained of affirmative

action, upholding in a six-to-two vote an

amendment to the Michigan state consti-

tution that bans the consideration of race

in university and college admissions. The

Supreme Court majority's decision was a

bald assertion of “states' rights." the ral-

lying cry of the slaveholders in the Civil

War. The same court that last year gutted

the 1965 Voting Rights Act now upheld

the supposed democratic right of voters

to close yet another door on the victims

of racist discrimination.

The Supreme Court ruling was the lat-

est blow in a decades-long offensive to

roll back one of the more minimal gains

of the civil rights movement. Affirmative

action allowed a small percentage of black

and Latino youth to overcome racial bar-

riers keeping them out of higher educa-

tion. For this layer, the shredding of pref-

erential admissions has been catastrophic.

Between 2006. when the Michigan ban

was passed, and 2012, black enrollment

at the University of Michigan-Ann Arbor

dropped by a third even as overall enroll-

ment grew by 10 percent. Seven other

states have similar bans, and now the

reactionary Project on Fair Repre-

sentation is taking aim at affirmative

action at Harvard, the University of

North Carolina and the University of

Wisconsin-Madison.

The ruling was another victory for

Chief Justice John Roberts, whose

philosophy of Constitutional origi-

nalism grew out of the racist reac-

tion to civil rights-era court decisions

acknowledging that black people

have some rights. In her dissent. Jus-

tice Sonia Sotomayor expressed the

sentiment of those in the bourgeoisie

concerned with maintaining a layer

of black and Latino professionals

—

supervisors, administrators, market-

ing agents, etc.—to further ruling

class interests in a “global society.”

The capitalist rulers have also found

it useful to have minorities serve as gov-

ernment officials (and judges) to shove

austerity and racist repression down the

population's throat, not to mention as

military officers to lead black and Latino

troops against dark-skinned people around

the world.

In the face of racist attack, the rem-

nants of affirmative action should be

defended. But even at its height, this

tokenistic measure never made a dent in

the deep-seated oppression of the mass of

the black and Latino population. Now. as

public education funding is slashed, tui-

tion costs explode and families drown in

debt, the top state and private campuses

are becoming even whiter and more elite.

We call to nationalize the private univer-

sities, for open admissions with no

tuition and state-paid living stipends, and

for remedial programs to enable stu-

dents in the inner cities to catch up with

graduates of well-funded suburban and

private schools. These demands cut

against the capitalist rulers’ use of affir-

mative action to set whites against minori-

ties and men against women in com-

petition over slices of the shrinking pie.

The Supreme Court case pitted the

liberal Coalition to Defend Affirmative

Action (or BAMN—By Any Means
Necessary) against Michigan attorney

general Bill Schuette. In 2012, the Sixth

Circuit Court of Appeals had ruled that

Michigan's ban on affirmative action was

unconstitutional, leading Schuette to

appeal to the Supreme Court. BAMN
filed a brief supporting that appeal,

arguing in a press statement that this

would give the Supreme Court an oppor-

tunity to “strike down all of the anti-

affirmative action laws” (4 February 2013).

With this extraordinarily blind faith in

the racist legal system. BAMN—whose

clarion call is for a “new civil rights

movement"—echoes the MLK-era liber-

als in sowing dangerous illusions in the

capitalist state.

The civil rights struggles profoundly

shook the racist American capitalist

order, shattering the deep conservatism

and anti-Communism of the early Cold

War against the Soviet Union. The fight

against Jim Crow segregation paved the

way for the mass protest movements that

followed—against U.S. imperialism's

dirty war in Vietnam and for the rights

of women, gays and others. But from its

outset, the civil rights movement was

dominated by a middle-class leadership

wedded to Democratic Party liberal-

ism. The aim of this leadership, whose

most effective exponent was King, was

to pressure the courts and the John F.

Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson adminis-

trations to grant formal, legal equality to

black people in the South.

The gains that the civil rights strug-

gles achieved lay largely in the realm of

formal democracy, such as voting rights

and an end to legal segregation, later

extended to increasing college admis-

sions for minorities and women. But

the liberal-led civil rights movement

did not and could not challenge the

root cause of black oppression; the

capitalist profit system, which in the

U.S. was built on the forcible segre-

gation of the mass of black people at

the bottom. The civil rights move-

ment smashed its head against this

fact in the mid 1960s when it swept

North, where segregation could not

be addressed through abolishing

outmoded Jim Crow laws. Northern

ghettos exploded in rage over unful-

filled expectations of equality.

From the 1970s on, the capital-

ist rulers have rolled back black

rights. Black children are more seg-

regated in the public school system

today than at any time since 1968. In

the North, busing and other school

integration programs were minimal
and short-lived, beset by racist mobs
and betrayed by liberal politicians.

In the South, events played out dif-

ferently but with the same result,

As investigative reporter Nikole

Hannah-Jones explained in her study

continued on page 5

Above: Overwhelmingly white 2011 graduating class at University of Michigan

at Ann Arbor, five years after affirmative action was banned statewide. Below;

Criminalization of black youth has fueled mass Incarceration. Men's Central Jail

in downtown Los Angeles, March 2012.
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Letter

On Marriage and Prostitution
15 March 2014

Dear Editor.

I strongly support most of your article

*‘No to Criminalization of Prostitution”

(Workers Vanguard. 21 February 2014).

However I take exception to a couple of

formulations, in particular your distor-

tion of Frederick Engels’ views through

selective quotations from what you cor-

rectly refer to as his “brilliant work The

Origin of the Family. Private Property,

and the Slate".

The article states. "Hence there arose

the monogamous family, in which mar-

riage meant the subjection of women by

men—in Engels’ words, ‘the world-historic

defeat of the female sex.”’ What Engels

actually said was. "The overthrow of

mother right was the world-historic defeat

of the female sex." This led to “the inter-

mediate form of the family which now
emerges, the patriarchal family” followed

by “monogamy, which developed rapidly

following the overthrow of mother right
”

More seriously you state: "Whether it is

the hiring of prostitutes by the hour or the

‘acquisition’ of a wife (Why not the acqui-

sition of a husband? Are women always

to be considered passive?!, the family and

the oppression of women are always based

on private property; basically, only reli-

gious morality and capitalist laws distin-

guish the wife from the prostitute.” This is

absurd. Women who choose to marry are

not prostitutes! Similarly prostitutes who
have parlners/spouses surely are aware of

the difference between their chosen per-

sonal relationships and their work. And
what of the marriage laws of the early

Soviet republic: were they nothing but

organised prostitution?

Engels regarded prostitution and the

monogamous family as “supplemen-

tal”, as “inseparable opposites". In the

section of Engels you are paraphrasing

above, he says "marriage of convenience

often enough turns into the crassest pros-

titution”. but here he is talking about

ruling-class marriages based centrally

on considerations of wealth in money or

land, and dynastic alliances. In the very

next paragraph he talks of:

"Sex love in the relation of husband and
wife is and can become the rule only

among the oppressed classes, that is.

at the present day. among the proletar-

iat, no matter whether this relationship

is officially sanctioned or not. But here

all the foundations of classical monog-

amy are removed. Here, there is a com-
plete absence of all property, for the

safeguarding and inheritance of which
monogamy and male domination were

established. ...the last remnants of male
domination in the proletarian home have

lost all foundation—except, perhaps, for

some of that brutality towards women
which became firmly rooted with the

establishment of monogamy. Thus, the

proletarian family is no longer monog-
amian in the strict sense, even in cases

of the most passionate love and strict-

est faithfulness of the two parties, and

despite all spiritual and worldly benedic-

tions which may have been received.”

I am not so concerned with how you

depict human relations in future "class-

less” society, but more with the strong

whiff of moralistic condemnation of

today’s working-class women and men.

The Church commands: no sex before,

or outside of, marriage! The Spartacist

League commands: no marriage before,

or after, sex! I felt somewhat relieved to

read the following issue’s quotation from

Bolshevik leader Alexandra Kollontai

and your comments (‘Communism and

the Family’, Workers Vanguard. 7 March
2014). 1 was also very happy to see you

straighten out the front with regard to the

Diaoyu/Senkaku Islands.

Comradely greetings,

A. Reader

[All brackets and ellipses are the author's

—ed.)

WV replies:

We agree that Engels identified "the

world-historic defeat of the female sex”

with the overthrow of mother-right (the

practice of tracing descent through the

female line). The end of matrilineal

society in prehistoric cultures was part

of a process accompanying the rise and

consolidation of private property out of

which the patriarchal, monogamous fam-

ily became the norm.

In the passage from The Origin of the

Family. Private Property, and the State

(1884) quoted by our reader. Friedrich

Engels distinguishes between the bour-

geois family—the mechanism through

which wealth is passed on to offspring

—

and the proletarian family. For working

people, who do not have an inheritance

to leave their children, the family serves

other functions. In particular, it is an insti-

tution that saddles women with the bur-

dens of domestic drudgery, rearing the

next generation of wage slaves and care

for the old and infirm. As Engels put it,

“The modern individual family is based

on the overt or covert domestic slavery of

the woman; and modern society is a mass
composed solely of individual families as

its molecules." The family also acts as a

socially conservatizing force by incul-

cating religious mores, gender roles and

obedience to authority.

Although our reader omits it from the

lengthy passage quoted. Engels addressed

changes to the working-class family:

“Large-scale industry has moved the

woman from the house to the labour mar-

ket and the factory, and made her, often

enough, the bread-winner of the fam-

ily.” However, this development, which

chipped away at the foundation of male

domination, posed a dilemma. As Engels

observed, if a woman “fulfils her duties

in the private service of her family, she

remains excluded from public produc-

tion and cannot earn anything; and if she

wishes to take part in public industry and

earn her living independently, she is not

in a position to fulfil her family duties.”

The institution of the family brings

money into sexual relations, including in

advanced Western societies where retro-

grade practices like the dowry and bride

price are not as common as elsewhere.

In the U.S.. legally recognized marriage

confers certain privileges like medical

benefits, tax rebates, visitation rights,

custody of children and immigration

papers. For poor and working women, a

husband’s income can make the differ-

ence between having the money to raise

her children and being out on the streets.

In short, women who “choose to marry”

are often compelled to do so in response

to economic duress or social pressure or

to obtain legal rights.

That’s why the sentence to which our

reader objects makes a parallel between

marriage and prostitution. As the early

German Marxist leader August Bebel

explained in his work Woman and Social-

ism (1879): "Marriage constitutes one

phase of the sex relations of bourgeois

society; prostitution constitutes the other.”

In bourgeois society, marriage is consid-

ered moral and prostitution immoral;

however, in both cases, a sexual/economic

exchange is involved,

We don’t condemn individuals for

marrying. Neither do we condemn
women who make a living by selling

sexual favors, or the men who patronize

them. As Marxists, we believe that the

way consenting individuals choose to

conduct their sexual relations is nobody
else's business. Our aim is the proletar-

ian overthrow of the capitalist system of

production for profit, so that society can

be organized for human need. Then, the

domestic labor that today is the burden of

the wife will be collectively organized as

the responsibility of society as a whole,

leaving women free to participate fully

in economic, social and political life. We
inherited this outlook from the Bolshe-

viks, who took measures following the

October 1917 Revolution to eliminate the

economic and social compulsions that

influence individuals to marry.

As Engels concluded: "Full freedom
of marriage can become generally opera-

tive only when the abolition of capitalist

production, and of the property relations

created by it. has removed all those sec-

ondary economic considerations which
still exert so powerful an influence on the

choice of a partner. Then, no other motive

remains than mutual affection.”

Lenin on May Day

May I is celebrated internationally as

the workers holiday, with its origins in the

fight for the eight-hour day in Chicago over

125 years ago. In the quote below, taken

from an April 1904 leaflet. Bolshevik leader

V.I. Lenin comments on the promise ofwork-

ers emancipation embodied in May Day. In

less than a year, the working class in Rus-

sia rose up in the 1905 Revolution, which

proved a "dress rehearsal" for the first suc-

cessful proletarian revolution in history, the

October Revolution of 1917.

Comrade workers! May Day is coming, the day when the workers of all lands celebrate

their awakening to a class-conscious life, their solidarity in the struggle against all coer-

cion and oppression of man by man, the struggle to free the toiling millions from hunger,

poverty, and humiliation. Two worlds stand facing each other in this great struggle: the

world of capital and the world of labour, the world of exploitation and slavery and the

world of brotherhood and freedom.

On one side stand the handful of rich blood-suckers. They have seized the factories

and mills, the tools and machinery, have turned millions of acres of land and mountains

of money into their private property. They have made the government and the army their

servants, faithful watchdogs of the wealth they have amassed.

On the other side stand the millions of the disinherited. They are forced to beg the

moneybags for permission to work for them. By their labour they create all wealth; yet

all their lives long they have to struggle for a crust of bread, beg for work as for charity,

sap their strength and health by back-breaking toil, and starve in hovels in the villages

or in the cellars and garrets of the big cities....

The great struggle of labour against capital has cost the workers of all countries

immense sacrifices. They have shed rivers of blood in behalf of their right to a better

life and real freedom. Those who fight for the workers’ cause are subjected by the

governments to untold persecution. But in spite of all persecution the solidarity of the

workers of the world is growing and gaining in strength....

The old Russia is dying. A free Russia is coming to take its place. The dark forces that

guarded the tsarist autocracy are going under. But only the class-conscious and organ-

ised proletariat can deal them their death-blow. Only the class-conscious and organised

proletariat can win real, not sham, freedom for the people. Only the class-conscious

and organised proletariat can thwart every attempt to deceive the people, to curtail their

rights, to make them a mere tool in the hands of the bourgeoisie.

-V.I. Lenin. “May Day” (April 1904)
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CORRECTION
In the article. "Canada: Victory to Locked-Out Ikea Workers!” (WV No. 1044,

18 April), the photo caption of port truckers incorrectly gave the picket location

as Deltaport, near Vancouver. In fact, the photo was of a picket at Van Terminal
in Vancouver.
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CLASS-STRUGGLE DEFENSE NOTES

Honoring Rubin “Hurricane” Carter

1937-2014
«ho..„,.%i^acisM)eaTh

lA

Spanacisi Canada

Carter, who fought racist injustice after 19 years in U.S. prison helt, address-

ing March 1995 PDC rally for Mumia Abu-Jamal in Toronto.

Rubi n Carter died at his home in Toronto.

Canada, on April 20. succumbing to pros-

tate cancer at the age of 76. A one-time

middleweight boxing contender known as

the “Hurricane." Carter was the victim of

a vicious racist frame-up on bogus mur-

der charges in New Jersey, where he was
imprisoned for 19 years. After his exon-

eration in 1988, Carter dedicated him-

self to the cause of prisoners who were

wrongly convicted, for the last decade as

the founder and CEO of Innocence Inter-

national. The Spartacist League and Par-

tisan Defense Committee were steadfast

in our support to his fight for freedom and

greatly appreciated his involvement in our

efforts to win freedom for Mumia Abu-

Jamal. A class-war prisoner who spent 30

years on death row. Mumia is now con-

signed to life in prison on what Carter

recognized as equally ludicrous murder

charges. Hurricane will be sorely missed.

Carter became a police/FBI target for

his advocacy of black armed self-defense.

Regarding the 1964 cop riot against black

residents of Harlem who were protesting

the shooting of 15-year-old James Powell

by an off-duty officer. Carter told a Satur-

day Evening Post reporter; “When scores

of children were being trampled, stomped,

and mutilated by a legion of club-wielding

police—while other cops held their guns

to the children's heads—the black com-

munity should have arisen right then and

fought to their deaths in the streets, if it

was necessary. Because self-protection is

the absolute right of every living being on

the face of the earth.” Depicting Carter’s

statement as a call to kill cops, the 5a/-

urday Evening Post article made Carter a

marked man. The Hurricane was repeat-

edly hauled in by Paterson. New Jersey,

cops on traffic citations and other bogus

charges and harassed by police in just

about every city where he went to box.

Carter increasingly chose to box abroad.

Prior to a 1965 bout in South Africa,

his guide was Steve Biko. a young anti-

apartheid fighter who went on to become

a leader of the Black Consciousness Move-

ment and was murdered by his apartheid

jailers in 1977. To aid the black freedom

struggle in South Africa, Carter bought

enough guns in the U.S. to fill four duffel

bags, which he delivered to the outlawed

African National Congress upon return-

ing to South Africa in February 1966.

Not long after. Paterson cops seized on

the fatal shooting of two white men and

a white woman at the Lafayette Bar and

Grill on June 17 to go after him. Carter

and his friend John Artis were picked up

by police “looking for two Negroes in a

white car.” When Carter and Artis passed

lie detector tests and eyewitnesses failed

to identify them as the alleged killers, they

were released. Four months later. Carter

and Artis were charged with the murders.

As the 1975 Bob Dylan song “Hurri-

cane” put it; “The trial was a pig circus,

he never had a chance.” The cops never

dusted the murder scene for fingerprints,

nor found the murder weapons, nor tested

alleged suspects immediately after the kill-

ings for gunpowder residue. The only “evi-

dence” was a statement four months after

the fact by two local criminals. Alfred

Bello and Arthur Bradley, “identifying”

Carter and Artis as the killers. Bello and

Bradley, who were supposedly carrying

out a burglary nearby and had themselves

been suspects in the killings, became the

state's chief witnesses. In return, burglary

charges against them were dropped and

they were given a $10,500 reward. Cops

and prosecutors also intimidated most of

the defense witnesses into silence. In May
1967. Carter and Artis were convicted by

an all-white jury in Paterson, a city whose

population was one-third black.

Seven years after the trial. Bello and

Bradley admitted to New York Times

reporter Selwyn Raab and an investigator

that their testimony was a lie. In Septem-

ber 1974. Raab’s expose appeared on the

paper’s front page and Carter’s autobiog-

raphy The Sixteenth Round hit the book-

stores. Movie stars, popular sports fig-

ures and prominent bourgeois politicians

flocked to Carter's case. Muhammad Ali

became cochair of Carter’s defense com-

mittee. In 1975. the New Jersey Supreme

Court ordered a new trial.

The second trial was an even greater

travesty than the first. The prosecution

coerced Bello to repudiate his admission

of perjury, while suppressing a polygraph

test that showed this repudiation to be a

lie. Bradley was offered a deal on a pend-

ing indictment, which he refused, but was

intimidated to not testify for the defense.

Meanwhile, Raab was barred from the

courtroom. Having presented no motive

for the triple slaying in the first trial, the

prosecution “discovered” one nine years

later; the social unrest of the 1960s and

Carter's militant views. It was claimed

that Carter and Artis had been driven by

“revenge” for the killing of a black bar-

tender earlier the same night.

Carter and Artis were convicted a sec-

ond lime and sentenced to life terms. Their

liberal and celebrity supporters deserted

continued on page 8

Black Panther in Prison for Decades

Free Albert Woodfox!
The Partisan Defense Committee

has added Albert Woodfox. the last of

the Angola Three still incarcerated, to

its class-war prisoner stipend program.

Along with Herman Wallace and Robert

King. Woodfox fought the vicious, racist

and dehumanizing conditions at the Lou-

isiana State Penitentiary at Angola and

courageously organized a Black Panther

Party chapter at the prison. As retribution,

authorities framed up Woodfox and Wal-

lace for the fatal stabbing of a white prison

guard in 1972 and falsely convicted King

of killing a fellow inmate a year later.

The sadistic jailers went after the Angola

Three with a vengeance. For over 42 years,

Woodfox has been locked down in Closed

Cell Restricted (CCR) blocks, the longest

stretch in solitary confinement ever in

this country. The now 67-year-old man is

confined in a two-by-three-meter cell 23

hours a day. According to his lawyers, he

suffers from hypertension, heart disease,

chronic renal insufficiency, diabetes, anx-

iety and insomnia—conditions no doubt

caused and/or exacerbated by decades of

vindictive and inhumane treatment. Wal-

lace was also confined to solitary until

last October, only to die three days after

gaining his freedom. King, who spent 29

years in isolation, won his release in 2001.

(For more, see “Herman Wallace. 1941-

2013," WVNo. 1032. 18 October 2013.)

Woodfox first encountered the Black

Panthers in New York City, where he had

fled after escaping a New Orleans court-

room during his sentencing on armed rob-

bery charges. Caught by police and hauled

back to Louisiana’s dungeons. Woodfox

had become a Panther member before

he was shipped in the summer of 1971

to Angola, the largest maximum-security

prison in the U.S. Named for the country

of origin of the chattel slaves who at one

lime toiled in the fields of the plantation on

which it is built, this institution worked its

prisoners, overwhelmingly black, into the

ground on its farm. The merciless all-white

guards overseeing this forced labor were

known as “freemen.” Among their political

activities, Woodfox and Wallace organized

inmate work stoppages and other protests,

infuriating prison administrators.

The subsequent murder trial of Woodfox

and Wallace was classic railroading. The
prosecution failed to produce any physical

evidence linking the men to the murder. A
bloody print found at the scene was used

as evidence, even though it did not match

any of the accused. Since the trial, it has

emerged that the main “eyewitness ” Heze-

kiah Brown, was bribed by prison officials

to give statements against the men and that

the state withheld evidence that other tes-

timony was perjured. Still other witnesses

have retracted their testimony.

So transparent is the frame-up that the

slain officer’s widow. Leontine Rogers.

Angola Three
prisoners

Albert Woodfox
((eft) and the late

Herman Wallace,
in 2008.

has joined Robert King and others in

demanding the release of Woodfox. In

a recent interview with Amnesty Inter-

national. she Slated that after reviewing

ali the evidence she believes the Three to

be innocent. Rogers said; “I feel like the

slate is pursuing them because they need

to blame someone and they think they are

doing justice. But what they have been

doing is an injustice.”

In February 2013, Woodfox won a

reversal of his murder conviction for a

third time (the first two had been sub-

sequently overturned by higher courts).

But Louisiana attorney general James

“Buddy" Caldwell immediately appealed

that decision. Angola warden Burl Cain

also is on a crusade to keep Albert Wood-
fox in torturous conditions for the rest of

his life. In 2008, attorneys for Woodfox
asked Cain to assume, if he could, that

Woodfox is not guilty of the killing. Cain

responded. “Okay. I would still keep him
in CCR..,. I still know that he is still iry-

Carrie Reichardt

ing to practice Black Pantherism.”

Woodfox joins 18 other class-war pris-

oners in the PDC stipend program, includ-

ing internationally renowned prisoners like

Leonard Peltier and Mumia Abu-Jamal.

Under the program, which was initiated

in 1986, reviving a tradition of the early

American Communist movement, these

brave men and women, who are behind

bars for standing up to racist capitalist

oppression, are sent monthly stipends.

Other recent additions to the stipend pro-

gram include the Tinley Park 5, a group

of anti-racist militants thrown into prison

for dispersing a meeting of fascists out-

side Chicago in May 2012. TNvo of them.

Alex Stuck and John 'Rjcker. have now
been released.

We reiterate our call for Woodfox’s

immediate freedom and encourage our

supporters to take up his cause and write

to Albert Woodfox #72148, NIA #3-CCR,
David Wade Correction Center. 670 Bell

Hill Road. Homer. LA 71040.B
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The following article is reprinted

from Workers Hummer No. 226 (Spring

2014), newspaper of our comrades of the

Spartacist League/Brilain.

The Labour left that Tony Benn exem-

plified for much of his parliamentary

career passed away long before he did.

The Labour Parly has been moribund as

a reformist workers parly for some years,

and its traditional left wing for even longer.

To be sure. Benn was a cut above the rest,

as demonstrated by his role in enacting

legislation that allowed him to renounce

his hereditary peerage. But at bottom he

was a classic Labour left, rhetorically

and often eloquently espousing the cause

of (parliamentary) “socialism” while

WorkersHaiumer^

In Lieu of an Obituary

Tony Benn,

Left Reformist

1925-2014
kowtowing to and covering for the right-

wing leadership of the party, including

as a Cabinet member in the anti-union

Wilson-Callaghan government in the

1970s.

However, when Benn challenged the

NATO-loyal Denis Healey in the 1981

contest for deputy leadership, his “little

England” “socialist" stance threatened

to tear the parly apart at the seams. We
noted: “A distorted and uneven class line

is being cleaved in the Labour Party under

the impact of renewed anti-Soviet Cold

War. between Little England reformists

and NATO/CIA-loving ‘international-

ists’” (“Labour’s Cold War.” Spartacist

Britain No. 41. April 1982). In 1981. a

year after the imperialists launched a

furore over the Soviet military inter-

vention against CIA-backed mujahedin

in Afghanistan, prominent Labour right

wingers such as David (now Lord) Owen
and Shirley (now Baroness) Williams had

split to form the bourgeois Social Dem-
ocratic Party (SDP). which later merged

with the Liberals to become the Liberal

Democrats. Had Benn won the deputy

leadership contest, it is likely that Healey

& Co. would have decamped as well,

placing the Bennile left in a position of

responsibility where their left pretensions

could have been more easily exposed

before Labour’s working-class base. On
that basis, the Spartacist League extended

critical support to Benn against Healey.

When Benn stood for the safe Labour

seat of Chesterfield in early 1984, having

lost his seat in the 1983 general election,

we again offered to extend him critical sup-

port. But Benn refused, making clear, as

we stated at the time in a leaflet reprinted

below, that unity with the pro-NATO, pro-

austerity right wing stood higher for him
than the causes he espoused. In doing

so. Benn made common cause with the

likes of Roy Hatiersley, who was then

denouncing the National Graphical Asso-

ciation (NGA) strikers as they challenged

the Tories’ union-bashing Tebbit Act.

Benn also endorsed Labour leader Neil

Kinnock. who would soon achieve noto-

riety in the coal fields for his violence-

baiting of the heroic miners during the

pivotal 1984-85 strike. With the defeat of

that crucial class battle. Kinnock In turn

paved the way for (former Prime Min-

ister Tony) Blair, who embarked on the
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Tony Benn at

Columbia University,

1984. Spartacist
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Labour Party
conference,
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project of smashing Labour’s historic ties

to the trade unions and turning it into a

thoroughly bourgeois parly. While Benn

would spend many more years appearing

at anti-war and anti-Tory protests, in its

own way his role at Chesterfield heralded

the demise of the Bennite left.

The following leaflet, issued under the

title “Why Is Benn Bowing to Labour’s

Cold War Right?” and the accompanying

exchange with Benn. is reprinted from

Spartacist Britain (No. 55, March 1984).

* * *

We reprint below a letter from the

Spartacist League to Tony Benn. offering

him our critical support in the Chester-

field by-election. Many workers see in

Benn the representative of their Socialist

aspirations within the Labour Party: he

has been the most articulate spokesman

of that wing of the party out of step with

the Cold War austerity right wing exem-

plified by Denis Healey and Roy Hatters-

’ley. whose rightful place is in the SDP.

Benn’s voice should be heard in Parlia-

ment. We offered to mobilise our sup-

porters for a Benn victory, under our own
communist banner. After considering

our proposal for five days, Benn replied

to an SL spokesman at a public meeting

in Chesterfield on Wednesday. 15 Feb-

ruary with the following sharply worded

rejection:

"I think I ought to explain that our friend

is a member of a small society, the

Spartacist society (sic], which has a few
members and his desire is to damage the

Labour Party by encouraging it first of

all to repudiate itself and its members.
And I’m very much opposed to that. And
I don’t want help from people who are

not honestly and seriously in support of

the labour movement, which is a broadly

based movement and is the instrument of

the British working class and always has

been. And I don't think people who go
around and spread gloom and despon-

dency about the role of the labour move-
ment are helping. I think they’re harming
and I wonder where their support comes
from and why they should come here to

this by-election to try and make people

think that the labour movement is not

an instrument capable of achieving its

objectives.”

Tony Benn rejected the support of the

communist Soviet-defencisl Spartacist

League with the reason that we oppose

unity with the SDP fifth column inside

the Labour Parly. Benn places unity

with open advocates of anti-working-

class Cold War austerity above even his

own reformist "little England" notion

of socialism. The deep division cleaved

within the Labour Parly under the impact

of the Cold War has not gone away, but

at least for the moment Benn has chosen

to be the dupe of the "nightmare ticket,"

to bow before the Cold War right wing
in the name of unity. Is Tony Benn mak-
ing his peace, like Nye Bevan did (left

Labour politician), with the Cold War
Gaiiskeliites (followers of right-wing

Labour politician Hugh Gaitskellj? The

Labour Party was founded and rests on

the trade unions, but it is not equal to the

labour movement. History has shown it

polices for the bosses when in power.

Benn says, "I don’t want help from

people who are not honestly and seri-

ously in support of the labour move-

ment.” Who are the people he thinks are?

Roy Hattersley. who made it clear at the

opening press conference that it was he

and not Benn speaking for the Labour

Party in this campaign, denounced NGA
strikers as "violent lawbreakers" and

wants to loosen Labour’s ties to the trade

unions, the better to accommodate the

ruling-class union-bashers. Neil Kin-

nock. the other half of what Benn now

calls a "balanced ticket,” prostrated him-

self before the world’s foremost impe-

rialist warmonger. Ronald Reagan, as

a “defender of freedom” and "a man
with whom I have a great deal in com-

mon.” And then there is Denis Healey,

for decades the arch NATO/CIA-loving

Atlanticist of the Labour Party leadership

who a half dozen years ago was oversee-

ing strikebreaking and IMF (Interna-

tional Monetary Fund) austerity as part

of the Callaghan cabinet and who now.

riding high once more, vows to be the

Labour Party’s "Gromyko” for the next

thirty years. Unity with the likes of these

acts against the interests of the labour

movement and oppressed minorities.

Yet this is what Benn is propounding. In

this context we cannot call for support to

Benn as we would have liked.

And what about Benn’s “I wonder

where their support comes from” jibe,

in the tradition of the worst McCarthy-

ite red-baiting? Is it any accident he was

sharing the platform at the time with

Sheffield Council leader David Biunketi.

who CIA-baits left-wing opponents like

the Spartacist League and most recently

linked arms with the Tories to ban Irish

solidarity marches? Anthony Wedgwood
Benn; you were at least supposed to be an

honourable element in the Labour Party

if nothing else. Will you now roll in the

gutter because you cannot make a break

with the Cl A-lovers in your party? “Left"

verbiage notwithstanding, are Benn’s

smarmy “Big Lie” innuendoes another

way of signalling his willingness to bow
before the Cold War consensus demanded
by NATO, the CIA and the ruling class?

Such unity is a unity of treachery which

can only spread gloom and despondency

within the working class. True unity of

workers and oppressed requires the forg-

ing of a mass revolutionary party through

winning Labour's working-class base to a

programme for the overthrow of capital-

ism. It is to this task that the Spartacist

League is dedicated.

19 February 1984

Exchange with Benn
9 February 1984

Dear Tony Benn.

I am writing to ask if you will accept

the critical support of the Spartacist

League in the Chesterfield by-election.

The past few years have seen some hard

fights inside the Labour Party against

the SDP traitors, and you have been the

target of witchhunting attacks from the

Tories, their press and the Labour right

wing. In the 1981 deputy leadership elec-

tion we supported you and the wing of

the party you represent against the right

wing, because we want to see the hard

NATO/CIA/IMF lovers. Denis Healey &
Co., driven out of the Labour Party. The
renewed predominance of the Healeys and

Hatlersleys under the Kinnock leadership

makes us fearful of present developments

inside the parly. Much pf the leadership

is clearly unenthusiastic (at best) that

you are the candidate for Chesterfield,

and some elements like Sid Weighell say

openly they’ll oppose you. (We also hear

that the U.S. ambassador of the Cold War
Reagan regime was upset on hearing you

had won the nomination.) Under these cir-

cumstances. and without minimising the

political differences we have with you.

we would like to support your campaign,

calling for a class vote against the Tories

and the Alliance.

The SL’s positions on certain key
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Nation and a person in the understanding of "Right Sector*

The m»ln (lesire of 'Right Sector” Is to provide the Ukrelnien nation with a living space oT Ml
value.

The Ukrainian naUon, at It was understood and outlined by Taras Shevtf»enko, is a spiritual

and genetic community of Ukrainians living in all timee and inhabiting alt territories: The
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Top: Right Sector fascists outside Ukrainian parliament in Kiev, March 27.

Bottom: Leaflet distributed by supporters of Ukrainian fascist thugs outside

Chicago leftist public meeting, April 12.

Right Sector...
(continueJfrom page 12)

presence in the meeting in its account in

the online FightBackInews (15 April).

The attempted disruption by the fascists

on April 12 came after a March 22 Inter-

national Day Against Fascism and Rac-

ism demonstration that began outside the

Ukrainian Consulate in Chicago. There
WWP. the FRSO and others ran up against

a hostile crowd of over 100 Ukrainian

nationalists and fascists. At the time, the

FRSO criticized the International Social-

ist Organization (ISO) for refusing to join

in chants against the fascists. But two
weeks later when fascists showed up at

their meeting. WWP and the FRSO were

more inclined to have a civil dialogue

with them than to drive them out.

If they had been in Ukraine, the ISO
on one side and WWP and the FRSO on

the other would have been viewing each

other through rifle sights. The ISO called

for workers to Join the mobilizations

in Maidan square in Kiev, which pro-

vided the shock troops for the fascist-led

Ukrainian coup in February. Meanwhile.

WWP and the FRSO opposed the coup

and denounced U.S. and European Union

(EU) support to the Kiev regime and sanc-

tions against Russia.

Despite their differences over Ukraine,

what unites WWP, the FRSO and ISO at

bottom is their reformist political per-

spective: They seek to pressure the capi-

talist parties, centrally the Democrats, to

shift their priorities and carry out policies

that benefit the workers and oppressed.

However, the bourgeoisie is not about to

abandon its drive to dominate the world

and to squeeze out its great-power rivals,

any more than it will cease to exploit labor

for profit. Like the ISO. both WWP and

the FRSO gave backhanded support to

presidential candidate Barack Obama on

the basis that he would supposedly be

more susceptible to mass pressure than his

Republican counterpart. Now that Obama
is the main imperialist patron of the

Ukrainian fascists, WWP raises the inane

slogan: "Money for jobs, not fascist mobs!"

Virulently anti-Jewish. anti-communist,

homophobic and anti-Russian, the Right

Sector is led by Dmytro Yarosh, who has

railed, "I wonder how it came to pass that

most of the billionaires in Ukraine are

Jews?” From the start, the new Ukrainian

government issuing out of the Maidan

issues of the day include the following.

We oppose the NATO alliance and its

economic adjunct, the EEC, and say No
Cruise, no Trident! U.S. bases out of Brit-

ain—For unconditional military defence

of the Soviet Union against imperialism

and internal counterrevolution! We give

no political support to CND (Campaign

for Nuclear Disarmament], which is anti-

Soviet and peddles the dangerous "litlle-

England" illusion that there can he peace

and “disarmament" without the over-

throw of capitalism. In Poland we say

that Solidamo^d became a counterrev-

olutionary movement seeking to restore

capitalism which had to be stopped.

We demand the immediate, uncondi-

tional withdrawal of British troops from

Northern Ireland. We oppose all bour-

geois immigration laws and demand full

citizenship rights for all workers and

their families in Britain. Against racist

and fascist attacks we cal) not for bans

or more "democratically accountable”

police but for mass trade-union/minority

mobilisations to sweep the race terror-

ists off the streets. We are against the

exclusion of all working-class tendencies

from the Labour Party, and in particular

oppose the witchhunt of Militant (fake-

Trotskyist group active in Labour Party]

supporters. We oppose the Alternative

Economic Strategy/National Economic

Assessment for their nationalist protec-

tionism and as a new wage-cutting social

contract in all but name. We are for

worksharing on full pay and jobs for all.

We call for mass strike action to smash

the attacks of the Tory government and

to bring it down.

protests was a nest of fascists, including

Svoboda party leader Andriy Parubiy as

head of the National Security and Defense

Council, and Yarosh as his deputy. Amid
Ukrainian military moves in the heavily

Russian provinces of eastern Ukraine,

Yarosh recently moved his party head-

quarters to the eastern Ukrainian city of

Dnepropetrovsk and created a battalion to

help suppress pro-Russian fighters in the

region.

Like Svoboda. the Right Sector harks

back to Stepan Bandera’s Ukrainian Insur-

gent Army (UPA), which collaborated with

the Nazi occupiers during World War II

and slaughtered tens of thousands of Poles

and Jews. After the war. the Banderaites

continued, until their defeat in the early

1950s, to fight the Soviets. Many of

them fell into the wailing embrace of the

As well, four small steps which would

help make Britain a decent place to live

would be the abolition of the House of

Lords, monarchy, established church and

licensing laws.

We believe that to undertake the nec-

essary renewal of British economic life

and to vastly increase the present pathetic

quality of life for British working peo-

ple is to pose point blank the need for a

workers state, part of a socialist federa-

tion of the British Isles, within a Socialist

United States of Europe.

If you accept our endorsement, we are

ready to give practical support to your

election campaign. Would you inform us

as soon as possible whether you are will-

ing to accept our critical support.

Yours fraternally,

John Masters

for the Spartacist League

Benn Replies:

16th February 1984

Dear Mr. Carlyle.

Mr. Benn has asked me to acknowl-

edge your letters.

As he made clear to your [sic] person-

ally on Monday and at his public meet-

ing on Wednesday, he is not prepared to

accept support from organisations which

do not support the Labour Party and is

hoping that those who come to help in

the campaign will be fully committed to

the success of the Labour Party, its pol-

icy and leadership.

Yours sincerely.

Jenny Bristow

Secretarial Assistant

imperialists, helping to swell the ranks of

hardcore anti-Communists in the West.

Many surviving members of Bandera’s

Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists

fled to the U.S. with the aid of the CIA.

Once there, they transformed themselves

into the Ukrainian Congress Committee

of America (UCCA) and were harbored

by Democratic and Republican adminis-

trations alike. In the 1980s, some UCCA
members occupied posts in the Reagan

administration.

Affirmative

Action...
(continuedfrom page I)

of Tbscaloosa, Alabama ("Segregation

Now,” The Atlantic, May 2014):

“Schools in the South, once the most seg-

regated in the country, had by the 1970s

become the most integrated, typically as

a result of federal court orders. But since

2000, judges have released hundreds of

school disirict-s, from Missis.sippi to Vir-

ginia. from court-enforced integration,

and many of these districts have followed

the same path as Ibscaloosa's—back

toward segregation. Black children across

the South now attend majority-black

schools at levels not seen in four decades."

Separate is no more equal today than

it was 50 years ago. Segregated schools

pack black and Latino students in like

prisoners, with metal detectors, video

cameras, monitoring by security guards,

drug testing and locker searches. Mean-
while. charter schools and voucher pro-

grams suck money from already impover-

ished inner-city schools as well as further

the nationwide assault on teachers unions.

Treating poor and minority children

like criminals is the "training” the racist

capitalist rulers give to those they con-

sider surplus. More black people today

have spent time in the U.S. prison sys-

tem than were enslaved in 1850. With

the prisons full to bursting with victims

of the racist "war on drugs," the Justice

Department announced on April 23 that

it will expand a program of clemency for

nonviolent felons who have been locked

up at least ten years. The several hun-

dred who are likely to benefit from such

a break are a drop in the bucket of the

overall prison population. And as the

Black Agenda Report's managing editor

Bruce Dixon noted in a 23 April article:

"At the rate the pipelines are pumping

them in. their cells will he refilled in a

We opposed the recent U.S.-backed

Ukrainian coup that wa.s spearheaded by

the fascists and stand in opposition to the

Kiev regime’s provocative military forays

in eastern Ukraine. We oppose U.S./EU

sanctions against Russia and the U.S./

NATO military presence in the Baltics

and elsewhere in East Europe. While

giving no political support to Vladi-

mir Putin's Russian-chauvinist regime,

we supported Russia's intervention in

Crimea, which allowed the people of

that region to exercise their right of self-

determination through reunification with

Russia.

In WWP’s recounting of the April 12

event, they hail their fictitious eviction of

the fascists as "paving the way for future

cooperation between anti-fascist forces.”

Such dishonest posturing is counterposed

to an effective defense against reactionary

forces like the Right Sector. The fascists

must be stopped from spewing the kind

of filth that they were spreading outside

the meeting, such as a Right Sector leaflet

extolling the need for Ukrainian “living

space"—an allusion to the Nazi displace-

ment of “inferior” peoples.

With the pro-Maidan fascists feeling

the wind in their sails, there clearly is a

need to physically defend leftist events

from these thugs. But its militant pre-

tenses to the contrary. WWP coddled the

fascists inside their own meeting! In gen-

eral the reformists politically undercut

the struggle against fascism by breeding

illusions in bourgeois denjocracy.

Since capitalism gives rise to and sus-

tains the fascist scourge, the struggle

against this scum must be linked to the

fight to overthrow capitalist rule. The
working class has both the interest and the

social power to sweep the fascist enemy
off the streets. To the extent of their lim-

ited influence, reformists like WWP rep-

resent an obstacle to imparting this lesson

and to winning workers to the understand-

ing of their historic role as gravediggers

of capitalism. Our perspective is, through

political struggle against all stripes of

reformism, to forge a workers party that

fights for socialist revolution.!

month or two. no problem." Dixon con-

tinues. "It's hard to avoid the conclusion

that this clemency initiative is nothing

more than a lazy, cynical and nearly

empty gesture” by which the Obama
administration "will buy some black

votes and good will in 2014 and beyond.”

The same ruling class that for decades

has consigned black and Latino youth to

prison hell has also been carrying out

a full-bore offensive against the trade

unions, of which black workers form

a significant component. In response,

the pro-capitalist labor "leadership” has

rolled over and played dead. What is

needed is to forge a workers party that

can fuse the anger of the ghetto and bar-

rio masses with the latent social power

of the working class, whose labor makes
this profit system run.

In 1872. Fredrick Douglass, who had

fought his way out of slavery, educated

himself and served as a radical leader

of the abolitionist movement, observed:

"The cunning ex-slaveholder sets those

who should be his enemies to fighting

each other and thus diverts attention from

himself. Educate the colored children and

white children together in your day and

night schools throughout the South, and

they will learn to know each other better,

and be better able to cooperate for mutual

benefit.” Douglass made this statement in

the midst of the Reconstruction era fol-

lowing the smashing of the slavocracy

in the Civil War. It was the betrayal of

Reconstruction by the Northern bourgeoi-

sie that sealed the fate of black people as

an oppressed race-color caste.

To bring about genuine equality

requires the destruction of existing class

relations and the passing of power into

the hands of the multiracial working

class. The workers in power will use the

social wealth produced by labor to rebuild

this country, creating the conditions for

the full integration of black people in a

socialist society.
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Capitalists Gut the Motor City

Detroit: The Rise and Fall of a

Labor/Black Stronghold

DODGE MAIN

,
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Spartacists raise class-struggte program at July 1979 protest against
wv pnoto

Wf prim below the second pari of
a presentation, edited for publication,

given by comrade Barry James at a

March 22 forum in Chicago. Part One
wfli- published in WV No. 1044 (15 April).

PART TWO

The 1967 ghetto rebellion and the rise

of black working-class militancy shook

the city rulers, accelerating the auto

industry’s exit from Detroit and deepen-

ing state repression. Police commissioner

John Nichols set up a special “decoy unit”

called STRESS (Stop the Robberies,

Enjoy Safe Streets), which gunned down
21 black people between 1969 and 1972.

In 1972, Nichols led a cop charge into

Chrysler’s Mack Avenue Stamping Plant

to arrest the leaders of a sit-down strike.

With the city polarized, the 1973 may-

oral election pitted black Democrat Cole-

man Young against Nichols. Even as he

campaigned against STRESS, Young
joined Nichols in calling to put more cops

on the streets. Young’s goal was to restore

popular illusions in the police by dramati-

cally increasing the number of black cops.

Nonetheless, the Communist Party (CP),

a host of other reformist “socialists” and
remnants of the League of Revolutionary

Black Workers gave open or backhanded
support to Young.

Against such opportunists, the SL
wrote: “Far from being a working-class

victory, the victory of a ‘responsible’

black ‘progressive’ fits in nicely with the

liberal bourgeoisie’s current game plan for

siphoning off racial tensions by giving the

oppressed minorities the illusion of polit-

ical power” (“Black Democrat Defeats

Cop in Detroit Elections.” WV No. 33.

23 November 1973). Expressing the out-

look of Detroit’s capitalist establishment,

department store magnate Joseph Hudson
remarked: "The black man has the feeling

he is about to take power in the city. But

he is going to be left with an empty bag."

After winning the election. Young
oversaw the devastation of Detroit. Some
200,000 auto workers lost their jobs as the

Big Three moved their operations out of

the area. In 1974-75. Young laid off city

workers by the thousands. Services were
slashed, school funding cut and the streets

were flooded with cops. He opposed a

proposed ordinance to disband the Detroit

"red squad" and busted a city workers

strike to make the Motor City "safe” for

the 1980 Republican Party convention. As

Young’s capitalist masters had hoped, all

this was carried out without any major

protest.

Coleman Young was one of the most
prominent of the black Democratic Party

mayors elected after the ghetto upheavals

of the late 1960s. What made him dif-

ferent was his experience as a CP sym-
pathizer and a civil rights activist with a

base in Detroit’s black proletariat. Young
cynically campaigned on his having

remained loyal to his original goals. In

office, he put a lid on the city's rebellious

population and the multiracial auto work-

force. Young exemplified the role of black

Democratic Parly politicians in contain-

ing the discontent generated by the cap-

italist rulers’ wars at home and abroad.

A measure of Young’s political jour-

ney was expressed in his attempt to ban
a march against the Ku Klux Klan. Ear-

lier in his life, he had fought the Klan.

But in 1979, Young threatened to arrest

auto workers who joined a November 10

SL-iniliated labor/black mobilization to

stop the KKK from coming to Detroit to

“celebrate” the fascist massacre of five

leftists and union organizers in Greens-
boro. North Carolina. An SL leaflet call-

ing for the rally declared: “Mayor Cole-

man Young said we who oppose the Klan

have no more rights than the KKK kill-

ers, that we should not show our faces on

fear of arrest.”

The mobilization went ahead, and a

special 16 November 1979 WV supple-

ment reported, “500 at Detroit Labor/

Black Rally Say: The Klan Won’t Ride

in the Motor City!” Addressing the rally.

SL spokesman Don Alexander said: "You
know what Coleman Young is—the awful

example of what selling your black polit-

ical soul to the Democratic Parly means.

You sort of go morally and politically

blind. After a while you can’t tell the dif-

ference between the guys in white sheets

and the guys on the other side.”

Another sign of the times was the

crazed actions of the United Auto Workers

(UAW) bureaucracy. In 1973, the UAW
tops blamed “reds" for unauthorized

strikes over grievances that even the union

bureaucracy admitted were legitimate. A
1,000-man goon squad, including UAW
leader Doug Fraser and local officials,

was composed to break a sit-down strike

at the Mack Avenue Stamping Plant. This

goon squad was turned loose on radical

paper salesmen outside the plants. The
Spartacist League and our supporters in

the auto plants warned that this campaign
against “outside agitators” was a prelude

to attacks on the union membership.

To advance class-struggle politics in

the unions, the Spartacist League called

for building caucuses in the UAW based

on the Transitional Program ("The Death
Agony of Capitalism and the Tasks of the

Fourth International.” 1938) as expounded
by Leon Trotsky. The purpose of the

Transitional Program is to bridge the

gap between the existing consciousness
of the working class and oppressed and
the necessity of the conquest of power by
the proletariat. The task of the program
“lies in systematic mobilization of the
masses for the proletarian revolution.”

Detroit was turbulent and full of all sorts

of ostensibly revolutionary and "socialist”

groups that rejected our programmatic
approach. Rather, they supported one or

another wing of the union bureaucracy or

sought to bring the bourgeois courts into

the union to unseat the misleaders.

Spartacist in Detroit

What kind of struggles did we inter-

vene into? In November 1973, one month
after the Yom Kippur War (also known as

the fourth Arab-Israeli war). 1.500 Arab
auto workers conducted a political strike

against the UAW’s purchase of nearly

$1 million in Israeli war bonds. Nearly
every Arab worker on the second shift at

Chrysler’s Dodge Main heeded the call

of organizers to strike, shutting down all

but one assembly line. Arab workers from
Dodge marched 1.000-strong to down-
town Detroit to demonstrate against UAW
president Leonard Woodcock’s accep-

tance of B’nai B’rith’s "Humanitarian of

the Year” award.

At the time, the Detroit area's 80,000
Arabs were the largest such concentration

in the U.S. Lacking citizenship rights,

they constituted an oppressed layer of the
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Spartacist Supporters in Detroit Auto
The following are edited -comments

made by Matt, a Spartacist League sup-

porter in the auto industry in the 1970s

and '80s, at the March 22 forum.

I arrived in Detroit in winter 1973. The

Motor City: auto plants within miles of

each other—smokestacks visible which-

ever direction you traversed—and hir-

ing, The hours of work, speed of the line

and blur of activity were a culture shock.

Within the first few days, in my haste to

eat a can of tomato soup during a short

break I sliced open my thumb with the

pop-off top of the can. Not even a work

injury, but 1 felt I couldn’t screw the lug

nuts onto the tires, so I stopped the line

to inform the foreman. But before 1 could

even call him, he was there with a relief

man for my spot and restarted the line. He
wrapped my hand with duct tape, and two

cars later 1 was back fastening on the tires.

I learnt quickly that the line doesn’t stop!

Spartacist supporters in the auto plants

talked about a range of social issues. At

that time, there was busing for school

integration; the Hyde Amendment, which

banned federal funding for abortion; and

the economy, which was already spiraling

downward, causing skyrocketing infla-

tion along with the new phenomenon of

gas lines everywhere. It had even become

financially advantageous to pay the round-

trip bridge toll and gas up in Canada. We
became known as knowledgeable anti-

racist, pro-union militants, always pointing

out the role of the cops and the two parties

of capital, the Democrats and Republicans.

In winter 1977-1978. a small band of

Nazis began a provocative campaign of

WV Photo

Demonstration outside Nazi book-
store/recruiting office in Detroit,

January 1978.

harassment and intimidation in a racially

mixed west side neighborhood. These

fascists kept reopening a bookstore after

having been evicted by on-site protests

and publicity, in which both the Spar-

tacist League and its supporters in the

auto industry participated. These events

were unfolding in the shadow of the Ford

River Rouge plant, where SL supporters

had been raising the issue of the need for

labor to do something about this scum. So

the UAW Local 600 bureaucrats felt com-

pelled to bluster about driving the Nazis

out of town, and they formed a Labor-

Community Council Against the Nazis.

At a steering committee meeting in Feb-

ruary 1978, the Nazis brazenly showed

up. After they had been identified by a

trade unionist who appealed for immedi-

ate action, some of those present began

to advance to deal with the greatly out-

numbered fascists. However, the Council

chairman handpicked by the Local 600

bureaucrats intervened to break up the

imminent confrontation and permit the

fascists to depart. The Nazis proceeded

to set upon a Workers Defense Committee

(WDC) supporter distributing literature

outside. Coming to that person’s defense,

another WDC supporter was slashed

viciously with a razor, producing a ten-

inch gash in her leg. which bled profusely.

The cowardly Nazis ran off as SL sup-

porters and others came running to aid

the injured woman.
When the Nazis opened another book-

store. Spartacist supporters in the Rouge

plant, including myself, wanted to drive

them out of Detroit once and for all. At

the next Local 600 union meeting, we

raised the following motion; ‘That this

unit of UAW Local 600 initiate a mass,

labor-centered demonstration in front of

the Nazi headquarters within 2 weeks

around the slogan ‘smash the Detroit Nazi

threat.’ We call on the general council.

International and the Detroit area trade

unions, black and other minority organi-

zations and all other anti-Nazi organiza-

tions and individuals to mobilize and join

us in this demonstration.”

We followed with a leaflet to the entire

Rouge plant pointing out that workers

should not rely on Mayor Coleman Young

and his cops, who had been routinely

terrorizing the black community while

at the same time standing guard at the

Nazi headquarters. We pointed out that

the 40.000 UAW members at the Cadil-

lac and River Rouge complexes were only

five minutes from the fascist headquar-

ters and had both the interest and power

to act decisively. We were agitating for a

working-class mobilization to drive the

Nazis out of Detroit. Little did we know at

the time to what extent this would define

our future work.

The Spartacist League had another

group of supporters in UAW Local 140

at Dodge Truck who also engaged in the

anti-Nazi work. These militants argued

against the union bureaucracy-supported

1979 government bailout of the failing

Chrysler, which came at great cost to the

workforce, proposing instead sit-down

strikes and. if necessary, the seizure of

company property to be sold to the benefit

of the displaced workers. Tens of thou-

sands of Detroit auto workers had already

been hit by layoffs.

In 1979. Jimmy Carter—the million-

aire peanut boss, former nuclear subma-

rine commander and “born again” Chris-

tian—was president, preaching a “human
rights” crusade to morally rearm U.S.

imperialism following its historic defeat

continued on page 9

Detroit, 1977: Workers outside Dodge Truck plant during walkout over hellish

conditions, as temperatures inside reached 120 degrees.

population, one that was kept in desper-

ate conditions. Arab workers, separated

from their co-workers by a language bar-

rier. were given the dirtiest, most diffi-

cult jobs. At Dodge, some 25 percent of

the workforce was Arab. There were no

Arab foremen or union reps.

Arab workers were brought to Detroit

by Chrysler in 1968 in an effort to further

divide the workforce, which was becom-

ing militant. The automaker opened a

recruiting office in Yemen, and racial/

national divisions would soon supplement

the divisive role played by black/white

hostility on the shop floor. Many black

workers resented the Arabs who. because

they were desperate and vulnerable to

deportation, accepted speedup by the

foremen. Black workers were occasionally

heard uttering that infamous line; “They

ought to send them back to where they

came from”...about the Arabs! We said

that it was crucial to fight for black-Arab

unity and against anti-immigrant oppres-

sion. We called for full citizenship rights

for Arab workers and special programs

under union control for their advance-

ment and training, including special pub-

lications in Arabic, as well as programs

to learn English.

Six years later in 1979, Chrysler was

threatened with bankruptcy. Chrysler

CEO Lee lacocca issued extortionate

giveback demands to the union, which

would prove the first wave of a govern-

menl/auto industry attack on auto work-

ers. In response, UAW head Doug Fraser

drafted a nationalization plan for the auto-

maker. while at the same time pledging to

exempt the company from .strike action.

Nationalization of dying or bankrupt

industries has been an option pursued by

capitalist governments elsewhere to buy

off working-class discontent and prop up

failing enterprises.

We said that Chrysler workers had to

fight to regain wage parity with Ford and

General Motors and called on auto work-

ers to demand equal pay for equal work,

a fundamental trade-union principle. But

we noted that Chrysler could go down the

tubes due to years of shortsighted mis-

management. If Chrysler went into bank-

ruptcy. the bosses would sell the compa-

ny’s assets to other capitalists and pocket

the money. We advocated the mobiliza-

tion of workers in a sit-down strike to

seize the plants. Should the plants have

to be sold, the money should not go to

the auto magnates and their bankers, but

to the workers.

This proposal would have provided

more to the workforce than any govern-

ment bailout scheme and represented a

radical attack on capitalist property rights.

As Trotsky put it in the Transitional Pro-

gram: “Every sit-down strike poses in a

practical manner the question of who is

the boss of the factory: the capitalist or

the workers?” Such a strike would point

to the need for a revolutionary struggle

for a workers government to expropriate

the capitalist exploiters and direct the

wealth of this country toward satisfying

the needs of those whose labor produces

it. not the profits of a few.

In the end. Fraser. Walter Reuther’s

apprentice, settled for a seat on Chrysler’s

board of directors and proceeded to imple-

ment givebacks that would undo decades

of union gains and result in the loss of

hundreds of thousands of jobs. With the

UAW tops acting to keep the workforce in

line for the capitalists, between 1979 and

1984 black Detroit was decimated. It was

“the givebacks extracted by the bosses with

the complicity of the UAW tops at Chrys-

ler in 1979 (under the Democrat Jimmy
Carter) that began a wholesale assault on

industrial unionism.

The smashing of the strike by the

PATCO air traffic controllers union in

1981. synonymous with the Reagan years,

followed on its heels. As we said at the

time, the Machinists and other airline

workers needed to have walked out in

solidarity with PATCO. defying Reagan

and shutting down the nation’s airports.

America’s rulers went on to demand give-

back contracts in other industries and two-

tier wages for younger workers. AFL-CIO
bureaucrats obliged with a policy of con-

cessions. Meanwhile, these labor states-

men turned a blind eye to the necessity

to organize the open shop South, When
forays into the South are made, the union

tops’ loyalty to capitalist profitability has

hamstrung organizing efforts. Such was

the case in the recent stinging defeat for

the UAW at Volkswagen in Chattanooga.

Tennessee, where anti-union forces ped-

dled the grotesque lie that union wages

and working conditions ravaged Detroit,

Protectionism:
Poison for Workers

What accounts for the stale of Detroit

today? Faced with the declining prof-

itability of the plants, the U.S. capital-

ists abandoned Detroit and turned the

Midwest industrial heartland into a rust

bowl. The employers junked the anti-

quated plants they had milked dry. The
capitalists hoped to realize their former

profit margins not by modernizing the

old plants but by expanding into South-

ern “right to work” states to exploit non-

union labor. Production was also shifted

to East Asia and Latin America. Rather

than retool a 1950s engine plant, for

example, in 1983 Ford rolled out a union-

busting strategy to build its new line of

“economical” auto engines in Mexico,

exploiting cheaper labor.

Previously, after emerging victorious

from World War II. the U.S. had by far

the greatest productive capacity of any

capitalist country. But by the mid 1960s.

Germany and Japan had rebuilt their

war-ravaged industry. In many cases,

the new plants embodied more advanced

technology than in U.S. factories. Amer-

ican corporations found themselves fac-

ing stiff competition. The failure of U.S.

industry to retool to make small cars in

the wake of staggering oil price increases

in the 1970s sent Japanese auto imports

soaring and increased pressures for pro-

tectionism, particularly in auto. The U.S.

economy was further weakened by the

inflationary pressures generated by the

long, losing imperialist war in Vietnam.

In the 1980s. the Reagan administra-

tion cut taxes for the rich while expand-

ing military spending to advance the

anti-Soviet Cold War II. To finance the

resulting government deficits, a large

amount of new Treasury bonds were

sold, mainly to the Japanese. Within the

space of three years, the U.S. went from

being the world’s largest creditor nation

to the world’s largest debtor nation.

As the Big Three began to move out of

Detroit in earnest. Fraser and the other

UAW tops found it easier to blame Japa-

nese and German workers for layoffs

than to fight for jobs against the auto

giants. A sign posted at the union’s Inter-

national headquarters warned: “UAW
parking reserved for U.S. and Canadian
vehicles only. Please park imports else-

where.” Economic protectionism created

a poisonous climate of chauvinism that

continued on page 8
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Vincent Chin (inset),

beaten to death by
auto foreman and his

stepson in 1982 amid
anti-Asian protectionist

frenzy stoked by UAW
bureaucracy. Spartacist
supporters protesting
racist murder at

1983 anti-curfew demo
in Detroit.

WV Photo

South Europe as well as Asia.

Black emancipation in the Civil War
meant the bourgeoisie had a new source

for its industrial reserve army in the black

population. With the dawning of the epoch

of imperialism at the end of the 19th cen-

tury and later the first inlerimperialist

war. the working class was polarized into

a heavily black industrial reserve army at

the bottom and a predominantly white,

craft-skilled, job-trusted “aristocracy of

labor” at the top. This division of the U.S.

working class along race lines is a prop

of the bourgeois order and obstacle to the

forging of a unified proletarian vanguard.

From the mid 1960s on. the weight

of manufacturing in the economy plum-

meted. devastating unionized industrial

jobs—the fragile economic base of black

communities. As a result, the capitalist

rulers could no longer afford improve-

ments in the economic conditions of the

working class at the very moment the

liberal-led civil rights struggles came
North, running up against the discrimina-

tion in jobs, education, housing and health

care that is deeply rooted in U.S. capital-

ism. Plant closures, which had a dispro-

portionate impact on the black working

class, only made matters worse, a reflec-

tion of the intertwining of black oppres-

sion and capitalist exploitation. Anything

that could be construed to be addressing

the needs of the black population became
a target.

As deindustrialization gathered steam

in the late 1970s. for every place lost on
the assembly lines, one was added in the

prisons. The “war on drugs" launched by

the Feds in the early '80s became the pre-

ferred method of social control of what

the capitalist rulers considered an increas-

ingly expendable layer of black youth for

whom capitalism in decay offered no pro-

ductive employment. The anti-drug cru-

sade. which black Democrats like Jesse

Jackson promoted, was enforced through

cop occupation of the ghettos and barrios

and mass incarceration. From its outset,

we have insisted that the racist “war on

drugs" is a war on black America. We say:

decriminalize drugs!

The racist state terror and impulse to

genocide marking the "war on drugs"

is on display in Detroit and elsewhere.

Witness the 2010 death of seven-year-old

Aiyana Stanley-Jones. who was killed

in her home in a military-style raid by a

Detroit police Special Response Team. It

was no aberration, as WV observed at the

time, but a stark example of the slate of

siege that defines life in black

Detroit.

The TV series The Wire

graphically captured how a

whole swath of the population,

mainly black, is surplus and

has no future in this system.

The creator of the show. David

Simon, wrote in a Guardian

article (7 December 2013) that

the "social compact...between

labor and capital that actually

allowed people to have some
hope" is now frayed. Accord-

ing to Simon, the notion that

“profit is the metric by which

we’re going to measure the

health of our society is one

of the fundamental mistakes."

He went on to observe that

Karl Marx was right “diag-

nostically" in that Marx accu-

rately described the processes

that devastate large numbers
of people under capitalism.

But he opined that Marx was
wrong "clinically,” i.e.. that

Marxism has nothing to offer

for the future. Citing Marx to

defang Marx is de rigueur.

Well. Simon is wrong, and
Marx is right. Marx provided

the analysis and tools to change

the world. Profit is the funda-

mental “metric” of capitalism.

There is no social compact between labor

and capital. Despite the rulers’ one-sided

onslaught on working people today. Marx-

ism teaches that powerful social struggles

will erupt, which the history of the U.S.

has shown numerous times. Thai’s why

we look at these formative struggles in

Detroit and seek to learn the lessons of

history so that we will be better prepared

next time. Capitalism destroys, but it also

creates again its own gravedigger in mul-

tiracial strongholds of workers social

power in transport, longshore, manufac-

turing. And black workers remain propor-

tionally the most unionized sector of the

labor force.

The working class is not just one more

victim of capitalist austerity within the "99

percent" as today’s populists would have

it, or part of the middle-class as the trade-

union leaders would have it. Instead, the

working class continues to occupy a unique

role in the process of production: through

its exploitation the capitalists derive their

profits. Concentrating workers in large

factories and urban centers, the capitalists

have created the instrument of their own
destruction as an exploiting class.

Socialist revolution, in which black

workers will play a vanguard role as pan

of the proletariat with the least to lose

and the most to gain from a fundamental

reshaping of the existing social order, is

the only means for delivering ourselves

from capitalist wage slavery. Will there be

a multiracial communist leadership, tested

in struggle and based on the program of

revolutionary integration, to intervene in

future sharp social struggles to change the

course of history? We in the Spartacist

League. U.S. section of the International

Communist League, are determined that

the leadership will be there.

WV Pholo
November 1979: Sparlacist-lnitiated labor/black
mobilization, joined by hundreds of auto work-
ers, defied mayor’s arrest threat and stopped
planned KKK march in downtown Detroit.

Detroit...
(continuedfrom page 7)

vicious anti-black, anti-union group.s

like the Klan. thrived on. In 1982. a

crazed racist auto foreman and his stepson

beat to death Vincent Chin, a Chinese

American man mistaken to be Japanese

American.

The Rouge Militant Slate of UAW
Local 600—a caucus formation in politi-

cal solidarity with the Spartacist League,

vying for leadership of the union

—

fought the anti-Japanese protectionism

and collusion with the auto bosses of

both local president Mike Rinaldi and

the UAW International. During a 1980

union election campaign, the Rouge Mil-

itants wrote: "Fraser blames Japanese

workers for U.S. unemployment. Rinaldi

and every unit chairman jumped on the

‘Buy American’ bandwagon, singling

out the Japanese in racist fashion. This

campaign is dangerous. Trade wars lead

to shooting wars. This campaign feeds

the atmosphere that breeds the Klan and

Nazi scum.” Rouge Militant candidates

were known throughout Local 600 as

leaders of an earlier campaign against a

KKK-hooded foreman and as organizers

of the November 1979 anti-Klan demon-
stration. {For more, see page 7.)

In sub.sequent decades, the union mis-

leaders would in the name of advancing

"workers rights” combine national chau-

vinism and protectionist filth with China

bashing, abetting the imperialist drive for

capitalist counterrevolution in that country.

Albeit on different scales, both the UAW
(as well as other unions) and the Chinese

deformed workers stale are the fruits of

historic victories for the proletariat. One
resulted from the formation of industrial

unions in the U.S. during the 1930s, the

other from the overthrow of capitalist rule

in the 1949 Chinese Revolution.

Both must be defended uncondition-

ally from attacks that seek to undo these

gains, despite the fact that each is led

by a bureaucratic layer that puts them in

jeopardy. The trade-union bureaucrats

with their pro-capitalist program must be

ousted and replaced by a class-struggle

leadership committed to the overthrow of

the U.S. imperialist order through socialist

revolution. The bureaucratic ruling caste

in China with its nationalist program must
be swept away by a proletarian political

revolution to preserve and extend interna-

tionally the working-class properly forms

established after the 1949 Revolution.

Karl Marx Was Right!

Under capitalism, industrial develop-

ment requires maintaining what Marx
called a “surplus population" or “indus-

trial reserve army" to facilitate the expan-

sion of production during boom periods

and to hold down wages through compe-
tition for jobs. The capitalists enlist the

ranks of the industrial reserve army to fill

dangerous and dirty jobs and to scab on
strikes. During the period of black chattel

slavery, the Northern capitalists recruited

a surplus population from among former
tenant farmers driven off their land in

Ireland and later migrants from East and

“Hurricane”...
(continuedfrom page 3)

them in droves. Having gotten the new
trial they demanded, the liberals were sat-

isfied that justice had been served. Few
turned out for the trial and there were no
mass protests after Carter’s reconviction.

Artis was released on parole in 1981.

Carter’s conviction was finally overturned

in 1985 by U.S. district court judge H. Lee
Sarokin who declared. “The extensive

record clearly demonstrates that petition-

er’s convictions were predicated upon an
appeal to racism rather than reason, and
concealment rather than disclosure." Even
after Hurricane’s release, the Harlem-based
Amsterdam News (16 November 1985)
peddled the line of the cops and prose-

cutors. portraying Carter as a "bad dude”
who was "capable” of committing the mur-

ders. In a protest letter to the paper (which

it refused to publish), the PDC wrote: "It

is particularly indecent for the Amsterdam
News, a newspaper which promotes itself

as 'the new Black view,’ to join the vindic-

tive prosecution attempt to railroad Carter

back to that prison hellhole for life" (WV
No. 392, 29 November 1985). It was not

until 1988 that the prosecution ceased its

effort to pul him back behind bars.

The PDC contributed to the Carter/

Artis defense and regularly attended the

1976 retrial. The PDC was later person-

ally invited to Carter’s 29 February 1988

press conference after the prosecution

finally threw in the towel. At its close, a

PDC representative congratulated Carter,

who said warmly, “I would like to thank

you people for all your support." He
recalled that after his release in 1985. we
sent a small holiday gift that he returned,

explaining: “From what I’ve seen since

my release from prison, these funds

should be belter used for the benefit of

someone less fortunate than I—like the

homeless, the hungry, or those poor peo-

ple who still remain m prison."

The obituaries of Carter in the bourgeois

press have lauded his dedication to winning

freedom for those in prison for crimes they

did not commit. Even the New York Daily

News cited Carter’s effort as he was dying

to convince the Brooklyn district attorney

to review the case of David McCallum, a

black man convicted in 1986 of kidnapping

and murder at the age of 16. McCallum’s
conviction was based solely on a coerced
confession that was immediately recanted

and appears to have no correlation with
the physical evidence and known facts.

Not surprising is the media’s failure to

make any reference to one innocent man
whose freedom Carter has championed.
Mumia Abu-Jamal. Evidence of Mumia’s

innocence goes directly into the news-
room shredder. In addressing a March
1995 PDC-initiated rally for Mumia in

Toronto. Carter noted that after review-
ing materials about Mumia’s frame-up: "I

detected a foul but familiar odor emanat-
ing from the documents. And the more I

read, the stronger the odor got. It was a
stench that at one time I had hoped was
limited to New Jersey, but which I soon
discovered is associated with cases of
wrongful conviction everywhere" (“Rubin
•Hurricane’ Carter Speaks Out for Jamal."
WV No. 619, 24 March 1995).
The SL and PDC honor Hurricane by

continuing our fight to free Mumia and all

the class-war prisoners. In doing so. we
seek to instill in class-conscious workers
and the oppressed the understanding that

only socialist revolution can put the racist

frame-up machine out of business once
and for all.!
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Greensboro 1979, Kansas City 2014

Fascist Murder
After Frazier Glenn Miller gunned

down three people outside a pair of Jewish

community facilities near Kansas City on

the day before Passover, the arrested killer

shouted from the back seat of a police car;

“Heil Hitler!” For decades a prominent

member of Ku Klux Klan and Nazi out-

fits. Miller, also known as Frazier Glenn

Cross, stood out even among his fellow

white supremacists for his virulently mur-

derous hatred of Jews. (None of the vic-

tims were in fact Jewish.) Nearly 35 years

prior. Miller was in a caravan of KKK
and Nazi fascists who shot and killed five

union organizers and civil rights activ-

ists—supporters of the Communist Work-

ers Party (CWP)—on 3 November 1979 in

Greensboro, North Carolina.

Following the April 13 killings in Over-

land Park, Kansas, the bourgeois media

have recounted in some detail how Miller

and the Feds struck a plea deal in the late

1980s. In return for his testimony against

other white supremacists, Miller claims

that he was shielded in a witness protection

program and his family helped financially.

But in recounting Miller’s participation in

the Greensboro Massacre, the New York

Times (14 April) in typical fashion steered

clear of any mention of the government’s

involvement in those killings.

Greensboro was a conspiracy of the

fascists and their capitalist stale minders.

In broad daylight. 30 race-terrorists drove

in a caravan to a black housing project,

escorted by local police, pulled out their

shotguns and rifles and. in full view of

television cameras, began pumping lead

into a peaceful protest march. From the

outset, the fascists were aided and abet-

ted by the government, from a Bureau of

Alcohol. Tobacco and Firearms agent who

helped train the killers and plot the assas-

sinations to a “former” FBI informer who

rode shotgun in the motorcade of death.

Greensboro survivors, one of whom was

left partially paralyzed, were jailed, fired

and blacklisted from work and stalked by

the FBI and local police. Some of the fas-

cist killers were charged but acquitted by

all-white juries in farcical trials, affirming

once again the meaning of "justice” in this

racist capitalist country. Miller was not one

of those charged. Signe Waller, the widow

of James Waller, one of the CWP activists

murdered in Greensboro, declared after

Miller's rampage in Overland Park that he

"should not have been walking the streets

all these years.” in which case his victims

"would probably still be alive.”

Coming near the end of the Democratic

Carter administration, the Greensboro Mas-

sacre was the opening shot of what would

become the Reagan years’ war on labor and

black people. When the Klan announced

that it would “celebrate" Greensboro in

Detroit a week later, the Spartacist League

initiated a lahor/black mobilization that

drew over 500, many of them black auto

workers (see accompanying articles).

Those 500 militants made sure that the

Klan did not ride in the Motor City.

Over the next two decades, the SL
actively built such labor-centered mobili-

zations in several other urban centers, suc-

cessfully slopping Klan/Nazi provocations.

Against those liberals and reformists who

sought to derail such protests with calls

on the government to "ban the Klan." we

pointed out that the capitalist stale would

use any such bans to go after leftists as

Greensboro News & Record

Nelson Johnson, wounded in 1979

Klan attack, kneels by his dying

comrade Jim Waller.

well as trade-union and black militants.

We declared: No more Greensboros! In an

exemplary way. the mobilizations initiated

by the Spartacist League and Partisan

Defense (i:ommiiiee showed the power of

the working class, marching at the head of

all the fascists’ intended victims, to sweep

the race-terrorists off the street and crush

the Klan/Nazi menace in the egg.B

Detroit Auto...
(continuedfrom page 7)

in Vietnam at the hands of the heroic

Vietnamese workers and peasants. The

American economy was tanking, and

the fascists were again rearing their ugly

heads. On September 27. two foremen at

the Dearborn Assembly Plant (DAP) felt

emboldened enough to pul on KKK hoods

and march up and down the trim line.

Outraged at the sight, dozens of workers

in the area immediately walked off the

line. News of the incident spread through

the entire Rouge complex instantly.

Not about to allow this racist insult in

our "backyard.” SL supporters at Rouge

initialed a petition demanding Local 600

mobilize to ensure that the racist foremen

be fired and driven from the auto industry

and that the threat of discipline against

the workers who protested be dropped.

The petition was instantly embraced by

the workforce. Over 1.000 signatures were

obtained with workers standing in line at

the gales to sign, while in the plant the

petitions were being passed hand-to-hand

at lunch tables. Many workers voiced the

sentiment that the issue should be "settled

outside in the parking lot,” with others

astonished that these foremen had made

it out of the plant at all. The petitions

were delivered to the union hall by an

integrated team of Local 600 members,

including both skilled and production

workers from various units.

Initially, the racists who comprised

Ford management took no action. The

union leadership acquiesced by allowing

one foreman to continue working in the

trim department, while the other foreman

beat a hasty retreat and had not been seen

in the plant after the incident. But he was

not fired! This backroom maneuvering to

bury the KKK provocation came to an end

after a front-page article in the Detroit

News kicked off a barrage of newspaper,

radio and TV coverage. Under pressure.

Local 600 president Mike Rinaldi and the

head of the union’s Ford department. Ken

Bannon. realized they were sitting on a

powder keg. Both ended up supporting

the demand for the firing of the foremen

and—with puffed chests and mock bra-

vado—verbally threatened a strike by the

4,500 DAP workers if any of those who
had walked off the line were disciplined.

The victory electrified the Rouge com-

plex and gained us authority. For the first

time in years, workers at the plant had

a sense of what the union could do if it

relied on its own power. But the union

leaders eventually backed down, allowing

the foremen to be transferred out of the

DAP instead of being fired. The almost

universal response was “1 hope they trans-

Detroit, 1979: Militant auto workers

at Ford plant helped organize to

stop the Klan.

fer them to my department, they wouldn’t

last five minutes.”

The struggle also shed a glaring light

on the various fake-left oppositions in the

plant. Supporters of the Communist Party

at Rouge predictably did nothing to help

circulate the petition. In fact, after hav-

ing voted to table our motion concerning

the Nazi bookstore, they cravenly assisted

and supported the Local 600 bureaucracy

in trying to thwart our efforts at every

step. Supporters of the Socialist Workers

Parly (SWP) at Rouge grudgingly signed

the petition, but none of them helped

circulate it. issue statements about the

racist outrage or do anything to assist in

driving the foremen from the plant. One

SWP supporter even opined to a petitioner

that the bosses had “already fired these

guys, why don’t they lay off?” Another

grouping, the Committee for a Militant

and Democratic UAW. affiliated with the

Revolutionary Workers League, stood oh

the sidelines throughout the entire event

as well.

At the next union meeting, there was

anger over the company’s transfer of the

two foremen and the failure of the union

misleaders to block it. That same night,

as we were leaving the union hall, news

of Klansmen massacring five commu-
nists and union organizers in Greensboro.

North Carolina, was on the radio and TV
(see article above). The Spartacist League

responded immediately. In the union,

our experience at Rouge and our under-

standing of the role of the pro-capitalist

labor bureaucrats allowed us to not waste

time waiting for the union and black

misleaders to take action after the Klan

announced it was coming to Detroit to

celebrate Greensboro. In fact, during our

subsequent efforts in the auto plants to

build a labor/black demonstration against

the fascist killers, these same mislead-

ers joined in a slanderous chorus against

"extremists.” meaning us, not the Klan.

A November 4 AP article reported on

the DAP resolution that we had put for-

ward, quoting one Spartacist supporter

who called on the UAW to hold an anti-

Klan demonstration. The mayor joked that

he’d watch it on TV and then proceeded to

ban both Klan and anti-Klan marches. On
November 7. the UAW executive board

rejected the demand for a demonstration

and later wrote to President Carter and the

U.S. attorney general to protest violence

on all sides.

But 500 people did come out to stop the

Klan three days later. Workers in auto and

other industries throughout the city par-

ticipated. the result of years of principled

programmatic struggle by SL supporters

in the auto industry. It was an impressive

and historic rally, labor and black, youth

and unemployed, led by union militants

and a revolutionary organization with a

shared class-struggle program.

I want to emphasize that this was not

a one-note campaign against the Klan/

Nazis. All along, we brought up the nature

of the slate as the repressive apparatus of

the class enemy, the need for the unions

to maintain strict independence from the

capitalist parties and the need for work-

ers defense guards. We also argued for a

sliding scale of hours and wages to pro-

vide work and income to all. the concept

of revolutionary integralionism to com-

bat black oppression and the importance

of addressing the special oppression of

women, all pointing to the need for a

workers parly to fight for a workers gov-

ernment. In short, we campaigned on and

argued for a revolutionary program.

Our success in bringing together hun-

dreds of Detroit area workers to stop the

KKK led to the formation of the Rouge

Militant Slate (RMS) in the ensuing

union elections to the UAW International

Convention. The RMS candidates made

an impressive showing. These results

reflected a real base of support for our

program. During these elections, the Big

Three threw thousands of workers onto

the streets with new announcements of

plant closings and shift shutdowns. The

RMS fought the reactionary smokescreen

of anti-Japanese protectionism and the

nationalist, racist "Buy American" cam-

paign initialed by the UAW International.

We called for a shorter workweek with

no loss in pay along with sit-down strikes

backed by labor solidarity when the com-

panies closed plants or axed entire shifts.

An electrician in the Rouge plant at

the time. Bob King—the current UAW
president—was well known to us. In

fact, many times he was responsible for

maintaining the electrical panels power-

ing my various welding guns in the white

metal department. He always adopted and

defended the position of the bureaucracy.

We were wary of him. 1 read recently that

he wanted his legacy to be the unioniza-

tion of a Southern auto plant. His real

legacy can be drawn with a straight line

from his lime in Local 600 to now. Indif-

ference toward the Klan/Nazis. accep-

tance of mass layoffs, the introduction of

the two-tier system of wages that vitiates

the concept of equal pay for equal work,

the wholesale dismantling of the ranks

of the UAW and. of course, Michigan

becoming a "right to work” state.
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Israel...
(continuedfrom page 12)

“hate-filled. anti-Semitic, pro-terrorist

movement” (see “Pro-lsrael Furor at

Brooklyn College." WV No. 1018, 22

February 2013). The New York Sparta-

cus Youth Club stood in defense of BDS
supporters, holding signs outside with the

slogans, “Down With the Zionist Witch-

hunt at Brooklyn College! Defend the

Palestinians!”

In recent months, Palestinian rights

groups on campuses across the country

have been suppressed and intimidated,

most notably at Northeastern University

in Boston where the administration sus-

pended Students for Justice in Palestine

(SJP) in March until 2015 after the group

distributed mock eviction notices through-

out campus dorms during Israeli Apartheid

Week, simulating those distributed by the

Israeli occupiers before they demolish Pal-

estinian homes. The group was recently

reinstated for the fall .semester on a proba-

tionary basis after students held rallies and

threatened to sue the university for vio-

lating their free speech rights. During the

suspension, the administration mandated

that representatives from the organization

undergo university-sanctioned trainings

if they wished to serve in other student

organizations. Two of the students who
participated in the mock eviction initially

faced expulsion and a Jewish spokesman

for the group. Max Geller, received death

threats. We demand the reinstatement of

Northeastern SJP with full student group

status! Down with the Zionist witchhunt!

The attack against the Northeast-

ern SJP has been led by the ludicrously

named “Americans for Peace and Tol-

erance,” a Zionist group that viciously

smeared several professors there includ-

ing Denis Sullivan, co-director of the

Middle East Center, whom it vilifies

for everything from stating that Hamas
provides health care in the Gaza Strip to

promoting Jewish historian and opponent

of Zionist terror Norman Finkelstein. A
UC student trip to the Palestinian terri-

tories in 2012 was spied on by a Zion-

ist organization, the AMCHA Initia-

tive. The ASA was swiftly ostracized in

academia, as over 80 college presidents

have condemned its endorsement of BDS
and several have withdrawn from ASA
membership. Meanwhile, legislation was
introduced in February in the House of

Representatives that would remove fund-

ing from any college that boycotts Israeli

academic institutions or scholars.

While the Spartacus Youth Clubs fun-

damentally disagree with the liberal poli-

tics of BDS, we vigorously oppose all state

attempts to limit its supporters’ freedom
to express their views. Hands off BDS
supporters!

BDS: An Obstacle
to Palestinian Liberation

The SYCs stand for the defense of the

Palestinian people against Zionist state

terror. We oppose all U.S. aid to Israel,

demand the withdrawal of Israeli troops

and settlers from the Occupied Territories

and call for the right of return for Pal-

estinian refugees and their descendants.

Our starting point is the understanding

that there can be no just solution to the

Israeli/Palestinian conflict within the

framework of capitalism. 1\vo national

populations claim the same small piece

of land, and under capitalism the exer-

cise of self-determination by one will

necessarily come at the expense of the

other. Only through the establishment of

a socialist federation of the Near East can

the national claims of the Palestinians as

well as the myriad other oppressed peo-

ples of the region be equitably resolved.

Simply put, the peoples of the Near East

will never know justice, peace or prosper-

ity until a series of working-class revolu-

tions overthrow bourgeois rule through-

out the region.

By contrast, BDS looks to employ
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of the Philippines following the 1898

Spanish-American War to the counter-

revolutionary war against the Vietnam-

ese workers and peasants to the invasion

and occupation of Iraq and Afghanistan,

the U.S. imperialists have massacred and

tortured their way to global supremacy.

The U.S. imperialist ruling class will

pursue its interests in as merciless a man-

ner as it needs to, regardless of what “peo-

ple of conscience" have to say. The U.S.

supports Israel to the hilt because Israel

has served and continues to serve U.S.

imperialism’s interests in the region. The

only route to the liberation of the count-

less victims of U.S. imperialism is social-

ist revolution led by the international

working class that smashes the imperialist

and other capitalist ruling classes around

the world and lays the basis for the devel-

opment of an egalitarian .socialist society.

South African
Divestment Campaign

New York City: Spartacists at protest against Israel's attack on Lebanon,
July 2006.

moral suasion to pressure campus admin-

istrations and American corporations to

ditch Israel and put their money in pre-

sumably more ethical investments. Aca-

demics. students and "cultural workers”

are called on to “express solidarity" with

the Palestinians by refusing, for exam-

ple, to attend Israeli academic or cultural

activities. The liberal idealist nature of

this perspective is made clear in a state-

ment by BDS spokesman Barghouti:

“U is the classic right-over-mighl para-

digm. with the right being recognized by

an international public that is increasingly

fed up with Israel’s criminality and impu-

Demotix

Omar Barghouti, pro-Palestinian ac-
tivist and cofounder of BDS move-
ment. speaking in Belgium, April 2013.

nity and is realizing that Israel’s slow,

gradual genocide places a heavy moral

burden on all people of conscience to ad.
to act fast, and to act with unquestionable

effectiveness, political suaveness, and
nuance, and above all else with consistent,

untarnished moral clarity."

The background to the growth of BDS
is the increasingly desperate plight of the

Palestinian masses in the Occupied Terri-

tories. Gaza is essentially an impoverished

concentration camp, regularly bombed
with impunity by Israel, surrounded by

an electrified fence, a sealed border with

Egypt and the Mediterranean Sea. relying

for Its survival on whatever UN aid the

Israeli regime permits into it. In the West
Bank, the Palestinian population has been
sealed off by an apartheid wall and sub-

jected to a deadly Israeli military occupa-

tion. Separated by settlements containing

over 600.000 Zionists who are backed up
by thousands more troops. Palestinians

are subjected to a series of humiliating

military checkpoints and “Israeli only”

roads that make travel between towns
virtually impossible.

Under such desperate circumstances,

the so-called “success" of the move-
ment is not measured by any change in

the actual material conditions of the Pal-

estinians. but by publicity alone. BDS
leader Ali Abunimah spelled this out in

an interview with the reformist Interna-

tional Socialist Organization (ISO) titled,

“We’re Starting to Win” (socialistworker.

org, March 6). After describing the Zion-

ist backlash against BDS as an indication

of the campaign’s success, he says, “It’s

pretty remarkable. Another sign of the

success and growth of BDS is the fact

that U.S. officials, like Ambassador to

the United Nations Samantha Power and

others, are speaking out against BDS. It

goes to show that they are bringing out all

the big guns.”

In reality, the strategy of BDS is to

appeal to the very same imperialist forces

that are the historic occupiers, colonialists

and oppressors of the Near East. For its

part, the ISO, in a rare moment of candor,

succinctly described the aim of BDS as

“to bring sufficient pressure to ’ensure a

change in Zionist strategic calculations’

that would make a democratic state an

acceptable option” (socialistworker.org,

March 13). To seek to pressure the imperi-

alists to make more “socially responsible”

or “ethical” investments is to build dan-

gerous illusions in the supposed benign

nature of the imperialists—whose class

interests are fundamentally counterposed

to those of the workers and the oppressed

all over the world—as being somehow
better than Israel. It is no accident that

advocates of boycotting the goods of

“immoral” regimes like Israel do not pro-

pose boycotting U.S. goods—they believe

bourgeois democracies like the U.S. can

be pressured to be a force for good in the

world. But the economic and military

force of the U.S. and the other imperial-

ists is what keeps the whole world capi-

talist system in power.

While the Zionists’ crimes against the

Palestinians are abominable, they pale

in comparison to those of Israel’s main
imperialist patron, the U.S., which is

responsible for well over a century of

mass murder, torture and genocide on a

global scale. From the brutal occupation

Supporters of the BDS campaign draw

parallels between their struggle against

“Israeli apartheid” and the struggle

against apartheid in South Africa. In a 27

February editorial in Socialist Worker,

the ISO staled. “It was precisely when

the South Africa regime could no longer

defend its legitimacy that it was clear that

apartheid's days were numbered. The BDS
movement is hastening the arrival of those

same days for Palestinians, eager to live

as equal citizens in their indigenous land.”

The BDS campaign is supported by for-

mer spokesmen for divestment from South

Africa, such as Archbishop Desmond Tutu.

Leaving aside (for the moment) that

the end of legal apartheid did not end the

oppression of South Africa’s black masses,

what the BDS campaign and its ISO tails

promote is the liberal fiction that divest-

ment ended apartheid in South Africa.

They bury the mass social struggles of

the black and other non-white toilers,

centered on the powerful working class,

which brought an end to direct white-

supremacist rule in South Africa. Before

the end of apartheid, the significant wage
gains won by black class struggle and the

instability caused by a growing strike

movement deterred investment. This was
a direct threat to the continued profits of

U.S. imperialism, which began to see the

South African regime as a liability.

By the early 1990s, the imperialists and a

section of the apartheid ruling class decided

to go for a “power-sharing” deal with the

African National Congress (ANC). A key

factor was the 1991-92 counterrevolution-

ary destruction of the Soviet Union, which
for decades had supported the ANC mate-
rially and diplomatically. As the Moscow
Stalinist regime disintegrated, ending the

supposed “Communist threat," the South
African rulers came to terms with Nelson
Mandela and the ANC.
By and large, divestment from South

Africa took the form of overseas corpora-

tions signing over their interests to local
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subsidiaries, which often treated their

workers even more brutally. In fact, divest-

ment actually worked against the inter-

ests of the South African working class.

A case in point occurred in 1989 when
workers struck against plans by Mobil Oil

and Goodyear to pull their investments

from the South African economy during

the divestment campaign. While the work-

force at Mobil Oil received a small payout

in return, the 1,200 workers at Goodyear
represented by the National Union of

Metalworkers were fired en masse.

We would support time-limited, trade-

union actions against the Israeli state,

such as in response to a particular Israeli

atrocity. But we are politically opposed to

standing boycotts, divestment and sanc-

tions. Successful boycott campaigns would

hurt the working class of Israel—Jewish,

Arab and immigrant—with mass layoffs

weakening its power, which must be mobi-

lized to smash the Zionist state through

socialist revolution. As we said about the

anti-apartheid struggle: “The only kind of

'divestment' that will benefit the exploited

and oppressed will be proletarian revolu-

tion, and the expropriation of these riches

by a black-centered workers government

as part of a socialist federation of southern

Africa” (“Black Workers Strike Against

‘Divestment’ Union-Busting,” WV No.

486, 29 September 1989).

Furthermore, the BDS movement pret-

tifies the horrific poverty and immisera-

tion that continue unabated in today’s neo-

apartheid South Africa. While apartheid’s

legally enforced racial segregation is no

more, the economic and social foundations

of white supremacy, based on superex-

ploitation of overwhelmingly black labor,

remain intact. South Africa is today ruled

by the same white capitalist class with a

sprinkling of a few black faces. Once the

leadership of the South African divestment

campaign, the ANC through its Tripartite

Alliance government now runs this neo-

apartheid capitalist order, which dishes

out brutal oppression to the South African

working class, exemplified by the massa-

cre of 34 striking miners in August 2012.

The analogy is also false at another level.

South African capitalism, both under

apartheid and since, is rooted in the brutal

exploitation of black labor in the mines

and factories. Thanks to its size and cen-

trality to social production, the black

South African proletariat has tremendous

social power. In contrast. Zionist Israel is

based on reliance on Jewish labor, from
the outset marginalizing Palestinian work-

ers as much as possible and now virtually

excluding Palestinians living in the Occu-
pied Territories from participating in the

Israeli economy. In the years following the

1993 U.S.-engineered Oslo accords, the

Zionist rulers displaced hundreds of thou-

sands of Palestinian workers, replacing

them with workers from Asia, Africa and

East Europe, who are themselves deeply

exploited and oppressed. This underlines

that Palestinian national and social lib-

eration can only come through common
class struggle against both the Israeli and

regional Arab ruling classes, which are

likewise oppressors of the Palestinians.

“One-State,” “Two-State" Chimera

With the growth of BDS, a debate has

emerged in the pro-Palestinian movement
between those who support a "one-state

solution" in which Israelis and Palestinians

would supposedly live under one bourgeois-

democratic secular state and those advo-

cating a “two-state solution.” where Israe-

lis and Palestinians would each have their

own state. Norman Finkelstein, long a

darling of the pro-Palestinian movement,

ignited a furor in 2012 with his comments
that BDS is a “cult” and that its program

seeks to “destroy Israel."

There can be no genuine expression

of Palestinian self-determination while

the racist capitalist state of Israel, which

inherently oppresses the Palestinians,

continues to exist. A Palestinian "state”

along some variant of the 1967 borders,

consisting of Gaza and the West Bank.

would be, at best, a deeply partial and

deformed expression of Palestinian self-

determination. It would be a statelet ghetto

under the stranglehold of Israel and the

surrounding Arab bourgeois regimes

where neighboring states could dump
their unwanted Palestinian populations

—

which number over three million in Jor-

dan, 1.7 million in Israel and one million

in Lebanon and Syria.

While the BDS Call remains agnos-

tic on the question of a one- or two-state

solution and the views of its supporters are

diverse, several prominent leaders of the

BDS campaign do support a “one-state

solution.” BDS leader Barghouti, who

often refers to Israeli Jews as the “oppres-

sor community,” argues for a “secular,

democratic state” that would supposedly

ensure rights to both Jews and Palestinians.

In reality, this “secular, democratic”

Palestine would exclude the millions of

Palestinians living in Jordan, which is a

majority-Palestinian country. More fun-

damentally. this position wrongly denies

that Israeli Jews constitute a nation with

the right to their own self-determination.

This was made clear by BDS leader

Haidar Eid:

“A binational state by definition is a

state made up of two nations. These
two nations are historically entitled to

the land. But Jews do not constitute a

nation. Israeli Jews constitute a settler-

colonialist community, not unlike the

whites of South Africa or the French in

Algeria. Settler colonists are not entitled

to self-determination."

—socialistworker.org,

16 December 2013

The doctrine that an oppressor nation

forfeits its right to self-determination is

the ideology of genocidal irredentism. The
Zionist state was created by crushing the

national rights of the Palestinians. But

securing national justice for the Palestin-

ians must not mean reversing the terms of

oppression and denying the national rights

of Israeli Jews. Basic to our Leninist posi-

tion on the national question is that all

nations have a right to self-determination.

Moreover, claiming that Israeli Jews
have no rights pushes them more firmly

into the arms of their Zionist rulers. The
perspective of Eid. Barghouti et al. rejects

any possibility of ever winning the Israeli

Jewish working class to a program of class

unity with their Arab brothers and sisters

against all the exploiters and oppressors

of the region. And if you do not look to

the proletariat to advance your cause,

then there is only one other social force

to appeal to: the capitalist imperialist rul-

ers and their politicians and institutions.

Finkelstein rants about BDS’s supposed

refusal to work within the framework of

the United Nations. But in fact the BDS
campaign, much like Finkelstein, appeals

to the UN to enforce “international law.”

Opponents of Zionist terror must place no
reliance on this imperialist den of thieves

and their victims! Time and again, the UN
has acted to reinforce Palestinian oppres-

sion. The UN presided over the 1947 par-

tition of Palestine, and its "peacekeepers”

disarmed Palestinian fighters in Lebanon

in 1982, setting up the massacre at the

Sabra and Shatila refugee camps by forces

acting on behalf of the Israeli army.

What BDS leaders promote is really

nothing new. The “one-state solution” is

a rehash of a similar formula promoted

by the PLO in 1969, while the "two-state

solution” apes its support in 1974 for the

creation of a “mini-state” in the West

Bank and Gaza. The fundamental prem-

ise of both perspectives was to appeal

to the regional Arab bourgeois regimes

and/or the imperialists to pressure Israel

into negotiations. The result is the deep-

ening of Palestinian oppression, with the

Palestinian Authority now acting as gen-

darmes for Israel in the West Bank. In

turn, the utter bankruptcy of the Palestin-

ian nationalist movement has fueled the

growth of the reactionary, anti-woman,

anti-Jewish, anti-Christian outfit Hamas,
not only in Gaza, where it holds power,

but even among the historically cosmo-

politan Palestinians of the West Bank.

For a Socialist Federation
of the Near East!

Looked at narrowly through the prism

of that tiny sliver of land called Israel/

Palestine, the situation of the Palestinians

does indeed seem intractable. It is only

the working class of Israel that has the

capacity to destroy the Zionist citadel

from within through socialist revolution.

Yet Israeli society has moved sharply to

the right in recent decades and the stran-

glehold of Zionism on the Jewish working

class has only tightened. Indeed, it will

likely take a cataclysmic event, such as the

conquest of power by the working class in

one of the major countries of the region,

to dramatically change the political con-

sciousness of the Israeli working class.

The key to the liberation of the Pal-

estinian masses lies not in a Palestinian

nationalist framework, which preaches the

unity of the downtrodden and exploited

with their “own” exploiters and would-be

exploiters, but in an internationalist class

perspective that looks to the overthrow

of bourgeois rule throughout the region

through socialist revolution. Yet it is

precisely the liberal-bourgeois political

outlook promoted by the likes of BDS
and others—working within a capitalist

framework, seeking to pressure one capi-

talist force or another—that ensured that

upheavals like the early 201 1 uprising in

Egypt, taking place amid massive waves

of labor strikes, never for an instant chal-

lenged capitalist rule in that country. This

was most clearly expressed by the ISO’s

fraternal group in Egypt, the misnamed
Revolutionary Socialists, which in 2012

called for a vote to the reactionary Mus-
lim Brotherhood, only to support the coup

carried out by the bloodsoaked military a

year later. The only program the ISO and

its cothinkers will never support is that of

the class independence of the proletariat

and the struggle for workers revolution.

The Arab nationalist view that Israel is

a seamless mass of predatory colonialists

denies the reality that it is a class-divided

society, with a capitalist ruling class and an

exploited proletariat. If the Jewish work-

ing class is to fight for its own liberation

from capitalist exploitation, it must cham-
pion the national rights of the Palestinians.

In turn, the Arab workers will not be won
to a perspective of proletarian revolution

if they are not broken from nationalism,

religious fundamentalism and anti-Jewish

bigotry. And that will not happen unless

the Arab proletariat upholds the right of

Israeli Jews—as well as the Kurds and

other peoples—to a national existence. In

short, the program ofBDS rejects the only

realistic program for social and national

liberation in the region: a socialist federa-

tion of the Near East.

The current grim situation underlines

that there is no easy road to the liberation

of the Palestinian people, which requires

the revolutionary overthrow of capitalist

rule in nuclear-armed Israel and the sur-

rounding Arab states. This perspective

demands the forging of revolutionary

Marxist parties committed to the strug-

gle for working-class power and tem-

pered through the most uncompromising
struggle against all forms of nationalism

and religious reaction. There is no other

way.
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“Boycott Israel” Campaign and

Illusions in Democratic imperialism

Defend the Palestinians!

The pro-Palestinian Boycott. Divest-

ment and Sanctions (BDS) campaign has

recently gained a foothold on numerous

U.S. and European campuses and among

small sections of the European bour-

geoisies. This liberal movement appeals

to "international civil society organi-

zations and people of conscience” to

implement boycott and

divestment campaigns

against Israel, a regional

capitalist power that has

brutally dominated the Palestinian people

for over six decades. It also calls on its

supporters to pressure their governments

to implement embargoes and sanctions

against Israel. The stated goal of the

campaign is to force Israel to comply with

“international law” and recognize the

Palestinians’ right to self-determination.

The American Studies Association

(ASA) made national headlines with its

endorsement of BDS in December. Over

1.000 professors and academics at U.S.

universities have endorsed the U.S. Cam-
paign for the Academic and Cultural Boy-

cott of Israel, and several university student

governments have symbolically voted to

divest from Israel. Student governments

at Loyola University in Chicago and the

University of California (UC) at Berkeley.

Irvine and San Diego have voted in favor

of divestment from companies such as Cat-

erpillar. Hewlett-Packard. General Electric

and Boeing which do business with Israel.

Divestment campaigns have caused a stir

at University of Michigan, Arizona State

University. New York University and Mas-

sachusetts Institute of Technology.

BDS has also been debated interna-

tionally. Some European pension funds

have withdrawn irtvestments from Israeli

banks, while some European corporations

have canceled contracts. The most widely

known controversy has involved actress

Scarlett Johansson, who quit her role as

ambassador with the British charity Ox-

fam to keep her contract with the Israeli

company SodaStream,

which has a plant in a

West Bank settlement.

Predictably, the Zion-

ists have launched a widespread campaign

of slander and repression against all advo-

cates of BDS. Speaking at an American

Israel Public Affairs Committee (AlPAC)

conference in March. Israeli prime minis-

ter Benjamin Netanyahu provided march-

ing orders for American Zionists; “Those

who wear the BDS label should be treated

exactly as we treat any anti-Semite or

bigot. They should be exposed and con-

demned. The boycolters should be boy-

cotted." According to the London Times

(February 11). the Israeli government

has begun a media campaign to publicly

link BDS supporters to "terrorists” and

"enemy states."

Equating any criticism of the racist,

semi-theocratic Israeli state with anti-

Jewish bigotry is the leading tactic of a

well-oiled Zionist propaganda machine,

which has the full support of the U.S.

government. Their attacks on anyone who
wants to defend Palestinian rights go far

beyond slander and assaults on students’

free speech; the highly organized and

financed pro-Israel cabal works overtime

to instigate suspensions of activists from

school and to get state legislatures to cut

funding from universities that support the

boycotts or to ban criticism of Israel under

"hate speech” laws.

Last year, in the lead-up to an event fea-

turing BDS spokesman Omar Barghouti

and liberal academic Judith Butler at

Brooklyn College in New York City. Dem-
ocratic city council member David Green-

field slandered the BDS campaign as a

continued on page 10

Young Spartacus

For a Socialist Federation of the Near East!

Right Sector Fascist Provocation

at Leftist Event on Ukraine

Chicago
An April 12 meeting in Chicago in

opposition to U.S./NATO provocations

over Ukraine was the target of a sin-

ister mobilization by supporters of the

Ukrainian fascists. A screaming mob
of some 30 reactionaries, among them
sympathizers of the neo-Nazi Right Sec-

tor. amassed outside the meeting, car-

rying that organization’s red and black

flag with trident emblem. Three fascists

made it inside, but no effort was made to

alert those at the event until Spartacist

League members found out. At which

time, the event organizers—Workers

World Party (WWP), Freedom Road

Socialist Organization (FRSO) and

various liberal coalitions—refused our

demands for the fascists to be ejected.

Instead, the WWP moderator, Eric

Struch. launched a vitriolic tantrum

threatening to remove our comrades if

they did not stop "interrupting.” He was

seconded by a spokesman of the Ameri-

can Party of Labor, who had been invited

to speak on...the history of Ukrainian

fascism! Expelling our comrades from

the meeting would have meant send-

ing them into the heated mob of fascist

scum out front.

One woman then interjected; “Eric,

relax. I know it’s tense with fascists in

our midst.” She added that our comrade

was “asking a perfectly valid question,

why are there fascists here?” When our

comrades refused to back down, the

reactionary goons themselves prepared

to leave. Extending an olive branch to

the vermin, Struch told them; “If you
guys want to listen, that’s fine. We just

don’t want any disruptions. That’s what

the issue is. Have a seat.” To which one
fascist replied. "Thank you. I appreci-

ate that.” Our comrades, however, were

not "fine" with this arrangement, as the

fascists are not about debate but about

terror, and we continued to protest ener-

getically until the three withdrew from
the meeting.

In an attempt to whitewash its abject

capitulation in the face of the fascists.

WWP published a fabricated version

of the events, titled “Chicago Anti-War
Meeting on Ukraine Beats Back Fas-

cists” (workers.org. April 15). Noting
that "a handful of fascists and extreme
nationalists got into the meeting,” the

article makes it seem as if the event

security team "forced all of them out.”

Although the bulk of the reactionaries

were blocked from entering by that

team, it was our comrades who saved

the situation on the inside. For its part,

the FRSO simply disappears the fascist

continued on page 5
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Kiev Unleashes Fascist Terror in Odessa

U.S. Imperialism Behind

Bloody Repression in Ukraine

Left: Fascists assault trade-union headquarters in Odessa on May 2, killing more than 40. Right: The same day civilians block armored personnel
carriers dispatched by Kiev government against Slovyansk in eastern Ukraine.

MAY 1

2

—^The May 2 massacre of more

than 40 people in the Ukrainian city of

Odessa is the direct result of the Febru-

ary 22 coup, spearheaded by fascists, that

installed a new government in Kiev with

the backing of Western imperialism. The
neo-Nazi Right Sector, a leading force in

the protests in Kiev’s Maidan square that

ushered in the coup, was in the vanguard

of the assault on the trade-union headquar-

ters where anti-government protesters had

fled after being attacked. Fascist thugs

torched an encampment near the build-

ing and then hurled firebombs that set the

structure ablaze, shooting into it as people

jumped to escape the flames. Several of

those who survived the fire were shot or

pummeled to death, including a supporter

of the leftist Borotba group. Spray-painted

on the building were swastika-like sym-

bols and graffiti reading “Galician SS,"

referring to a Ukrainian force that fought

alongside the Nazis in World War ll.

The same day as the slaughter in Odessa,

the Kiev government launched a military

assault on Slovyansk, one of many cities

and towns in eastern Ukraine where res-

idents have revolted against the regime.

The death toll from military repression in

the eastern region and Odessa is already

over lOO as the government under Arseniy

Yatsenyuk. the current U.S. favorite, and

Oleksandr Tbrchynov aims to crush resis-

tance in the area before the presidential

election scheduled for May 25. Barack

Obama’s response to the carnage: “The
Ukrainian government has the right and

responsibility to uphold law and order

within its territory.”

Far from quelling popular anger at the

central government, the killing of protest-

ers has moved Ukraine closer to civil war.

As Prime Minister Yatsenyuk appeared in

Odessa two days after the massacre, mil-

For the Right of Self-Rule

in Donetsk, Luhansk!
itants freed 67 arrested anti-government

protesters from a police station. Insurgents

in predominantly Russian-speaking, indus-

trial eastern Ukraine continue to occupy

government and police buildings and to

arm themselves. Protesters had risen up in

dozens of cities and towns, enraged by the

coup regime’s attempt to ban Russian as

an official language and by the presence

of the fascist Svoboda party in the govern-

ment, where it controls the Interior Min-

istry, among others, as well as the chief

prosecutor’s office. Derided by Right Sec-

tor as “liberal” and “conformist.” Svoboda

derives from the Ukrainian nationalists

led by Stepan Bandera, who militarily col-

laborated with Nazi Germany and carried

out mass murders of Jews, Communists.

Soviet soldiers and Poles.

Mainly based in western Ukraine, the

heartland of Ukrainian nationalism and

the Vatican-controlled Uniate (Eastern

rite) Catholic church, Svoboda and Right

Sector are bad news for all of Ukraine’s

workers and minorities. They are an

immediate deadly threat to the people of

eastern Ukraine, where the main religion

is Russian Orthodox, and cosmopolitan

Odessa, site of a 1941 massacre of thou-

sands of Jews by German-allied Romanian

troops. Ukraine’s newly formed National

Guard, one of the forces fighting insur-

gents in the east, incorporates Right Sec-

tor and other fascist militias. In Odessa,

Jewish officials have announced plans

to protect Jewish children if right-wing

violence again erupts in the city, where a

Holocaust memorial and a Jewish ceme-

tery were recently defaced with swastikas.

Right Sector symbols and death threats. It

is a mark of the virulent anti-communism
of the “Banderovtsy” that statues of Lenin

have been defaced or toppled throughout

western Ukraine.

Last week, it was reported that miners

in Yenakiev. Donetsk province, seized the

Iron and Steel Works plant owned by the

Metinvest companies, chanting, “We shall

not forgive them for Odessa!” The main

owner of Metinvest is multibillionaire

Rinat Akhmetov, one of the Ukrainian oli-

garchs who are widely despised by work-

ing people. Near Donetsk last month, some

2,000 coal miners reportedly went on

strike to protest an outrageous lO percent

Reuters

Kiev, April 22: Vice President Joe
Biden with U.S. lackey, Ukrainian
prime minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk.

salary levy decreed by the centra! govern-

ment to help pay for restoring central Kiev

following the clashes that led to the coup.

Slogans against the European Union (EU)

raised by protesters in Donetsk, Slovyansk

and other eastern cities speak to the fear

that the government’s attempt to join that

body would spell economic disaster, par-

ticularly for miners and factory workers in

this already depressed region. Heavily tied

to the Russian economy, eastern Ukraine’s

relatively backward industries would be

overwhelmed by competition from the

advanced EU states, especially Germany.

The repression in the east and in Odessa

has hardened hostility toward Kiev, as wit-

nessed in the massive lines of people vot-

ing for self-rule in the May 1 1 referendums

in Donetsk and Luhansk provinces. Organ-

izers of the ballot earlier stated that “self

rule” could encompass anything from a

federated Ukraine (which seems highly

unlikely with the imperialists and the

Kiev regime out to smash all opposition

in the east) to independence to adhesion to

Russia. People turned out in droves in the

coastal city of Mariupol, site of an attack

two days before by soldiers that, accord-

ing to the Kiev government, killed up to

20 people.

The Wall Street Journal (1 1 May) wrote

that although recent polls had shown a

majority wanted close ties to Russia but

to remain part of Ukraine, “recent fight-

ing between the government and separat-

ists may have tipped many toward inde-

pendence. hoping it might at least lead

to some stability. ‘Who likes it when a

nation shoots at its own people?’ asked

retiree Natalia Vasileva, who cast her bal-

lot in central Donetsk. ‘We weren’t against

being part of Ukraine, but after the latest

events, we’ve changed our minds’.”

The overwhelming vote in favor of self-

rule in the two provinces, carried out with

no organized local opposition, was a straw

poll but strongly indicated the sentiment

of the population to pull away from Kiev’s

control. The same U.S./EU/Kiev cabal

continued on page 8



NYC Transit Contract

TWU Tops Help Cuomo

Knife LIRR Unions Ik
April 17: TWU Local 100 president John Samuelsen (right) seals rotten deal

with New York governor Andrew Cuomo.
MAY 12—New York City’s 34,000 transit

workers are currently voting on a divide-

and-rule contract cooked up in April

by Democratic Party governor Andrew

Cuomo and Transport Workers Union

(TWU) Local 100 president John Samu-

elsen. if ratified, the five-year pact with

the Metropolitan Transportation Authority

(MTA), retroactive to January 2012, will

give subway and bus workers a small wage

bump of 8 percent over its life, an amount

unlikely to keep up with inflation. The

agreement contains various sweeteners

but also serious concessions. Notably, new

hires will have to slave away two years

longer on the MTA plantation to reach top

pay. an extension of the wage and pension

tiers that weaken the union. The deal has

also pulled the rug out from under Long
Island Rail Road (LIRR) unions, making

Local 100 members pawns in Cuomo's

effort to spike a looming rail strike.

Samuelsen is especially trumpeting the

agreement's large increase in death bene-

fits. even as workers are slated to pay more

out of pocket for medical benefits. With a

recent derailment on the F line spotlighting

crumbling infrastructure and dangerous

work conditions in the subway, one retired

transit worker dubbed the pact "a contract

to die for.” In this period of wage and ben-

efit gouging by the bosses, the terms may
not seem so bad. But make no mistake; this

deal is poison to the unity and integrity of

Local 100 as well as to basic union soli-

darity, and should be rejected.

The nearly 6.000 LIRR workers splin-

tered in eight separate craft unions have

been under the gun since their contract

expired in 2010. with the MTA. which

operates the LIRR as well as NYC tran-

sit. set on imposing a wage freeze. After

mediation failed in 2013, a federally

appointed Presidential Emergency Board

recommended a 17 percent wage increase

over six years and did not propose the

work-rule changes and pension give-

backs demanded by management. Con-
vened under the federal Railway Labor

Act (RLA). which imposes a series of

obstacles to head off strikes, that board

also mandated greater employee health

care contributions. The MTA rejected the

board’s recommendations out of hand.

LIRR workers voted in February to

strike, which could happen in July if the

MTA continues to hardline it. A summer
walkout would disrupt commuter traffic to

the city as well as peak-season tourist travel

to the Hamptons and other shore destina-

tions. Following the pattern-setting TWU
pact, the MTA—whose board is appointed

by the governor—proposed similar terms

for LIRR unions, only worse. Meanwhile.

NYC mayor Bill de Blasio is poised to use

his nine-year contract agreement with the

United Federation of Teachers to extract

concessions from the 151 other municipal

unions without contracts.

The MTA bosses, not to mention the

city rulers, have plenty of experience play-

ing one group of workers against another.

For instance, to encourage racial divisions

among workers, the MTA has historically

paid the whiter LIRR workforce higher

wages than the heavily black, Caribbean.

Latino and immigrant NYC transit work-

ers doing comparable work under harsh

conditions. No small thanks to Samuelsen.

Cuomo and the MTA have now succeeded

in ratcheting up tensions between LIRR
workers and Local 100 members. One
LIRR conductor bitterly complained that,

If ratified, the TWU contract would set

a bad trend for rail workers. Meanwhile,

the MTA has announced that it will pay

for the TWU raises by forgoing "supple-

mental" payments to the massively under-

funded LIRR pension fund.

Rather than rely on Democratic Party

politicians who falsely posture as "friends

of labor.” transit workers must forge a

fighting alliance of rail, bus and subway

workers, who have the power to cause a

crisis for the bosses by withholding their

labor. Joint negotiations and struggle

could turn the tide of givebacks and lay

the basis for the separate MTA work-

forces to draw together in one industrial

union with a single contract.

Since he began his term imposing wage

freezes and layoffs on state workers in

2011, Cuomo has earned plenty of enmity

from the working people of New York. In

July 2012. union tops representing work-

ers locked out by utility giant Con Edison

begged the governor to intervene. Cuomo
heeded their call—and stepped in on the

side of the utility (see “Cuomo. Con Ed
Strong-Arm Union into Concessions.”

WV No. 1006. 3 August 2012). Cuomo’s

anti-union track record has done noth-

ing to slow Samuelsen from helping the

conniving Democrat burnish his labor

credentials on the eve of the governor’s

re-election bid.

The Local 100 tops kept union mem-
bers working under the expired contract

for more than two years, arguing that

more could be won by holding out until

the economy improved. During that lime.

Samuelsen pledged support for an LIRR
strike, but there was not a snowball’s

chance in hell that he would call a sec-

ondary strike. Samuelsen disavowed the

2005 TWU strike and bows before the

New York Stale Taylor Law. which bans

strikes by public employees outright. Like

his predecessor Roger Toussaint. he is just

another in a long line of union misiead-

ers who tie workers to the capitalist class

enemy through the agency of the Demo-
cratic Parly.

All wings of the TWU bureaucracy pro-

mote class collaboration. The Local 100

Executive Board unanimously endorsed

the Cuomo deal, for which Train Operators

chairman Steve Downs ran point. Downs'
April 28 letter to the The Chief is chock-

full of fuzzy math intended to gussy up the

contract’s terms. Supported by the refor-

mist outfit Solidarity, Downs has played

toady to Samuelsen and to Toussaint before

him and was a founder of the now-defunct

New Directions (ND) caucus, which was
a vehicle for propelling phony "militants"

into union office. ND’s trademark was
court suits against its union opponents, a

treacherous policy that exposed the TWU
to meddling by the bosses’ stale.

What is needed is a union leadership

that strives to unite workers in struggle

against the bosses, their political parties

and their state. To put an end to the every-

day savagery of the profit system and pro-

vide a decent living for all, workers must

expropriate the capitalist exploiters. This

requires forging a workers party, one that

fights for a workers government in which
those who labor rule.!

Socialism and the Fight

Against National Oppression

Writing as the imperialist powers fought to

redivide the planet in World War /. Bolshevik

leader V.l. Lenin stressed that champion-

ing the right to national self-determination

is crucial to promoting the unity of the toil-

ers of the advanced and the colonial/semi-

colonial countries in the struggle for world

socialism, which will see the voluntary

assimilation of nations.

We Great-Russian workers must demand from our government that it get out of Mon-
golia, 'fiirkestan. Persia; English workers must demand that the English Government get

out of Egypt, India, Persia, etc. But does this mean that we proletarians wish to separate

ourselves from the Egyptian workers and fellahs, from the Mongolian. l\irkestan or

Indian workers and peasants? Does it mean that we advise the labouring masses of the

colonies to “separate” from the class-conscious European proletariat? Nothing of the

kind. Now. as always, we stand and shall continue to stand for the closest association

and merging of the class-conscious workers of the advanced countries with the workers,

peasants and slaves of all the oppressed countries. We have always advised and shall

continue to advise all the oppressed classes in all the oppressed countries, the colonies

included, not to separate from us. but to form the closest possible ties and merge with us.

We demand from our governments that they quit the colonies, or, to put it in precise

political terms rather than in agitational outcries—that they grant the colonies full free-

dom of secession, the genuine right to self-determination, and we ourselves are sure to

implement this right, and grant this freedom, as soon as we capture power. We demand
this from existing governments, and will do this when we are the government, not in

order to "recommend” secession, but. on the contrary, in order to facilitate and accel-

erate the democratic association and merging of nations. We shall exert every effort to

foster association and merger with the Mongolians. Persians. Indians. Egyptians. We
believe It is our duly and in our interest to do this, for otherwise socialism in Europe
will not he secure. We shall endeavour to render these nations, more backward and

oppressed than we are. “disinterested cultural assistance.” to borrow the happy expres-

sion of the Polish Social-Democrats. In other words, we will help them pass to the use

of machinery, to the lightening of labour, to democracy, to socialism.

—V.l. Lenin. “A Caricature of Marxism and Imperialist Economism"
(August-October 1916)
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El Salvador

Ex-Guerrillas Remain at

Helm of Capitalist State
In early March, the small Central Amer-

ican country of El Salvador was deeply

polarized by a presidential election pit-

ting Salvador Sdnchez Cer^n, from the

Farabundo Marti National Liberation

Front (FMLN), against Norman Quijano.

from the right-wing National Republican

Alliance (ARENA). Sfinchez Cer^n’s vic-

tory by a margin of only 6,364 votes out

of the three million cast marks the second

time in a row that the presidency has gone
to the ex-guerrillas of the FMLN, which

entered electoral politics with the end of

the bloody civil war of 1980-1992. During

that war, the Salvadoran landowners and

capitalists, as well as their U.S. imperialist

overlords, had the military and ARENA-
organized death squads slaughter tens of

thousands of people. Tens of thousands

more were turned into refugees. Few sur-

vivors of the civil war will ever forget its

horrors: the bombings, the massacres, the

mutilated bodies of suspected subversives

dumped along roadsides. But today both

the FMLN and ARENA are bourgeois

parties opposed to the interests of work-

ing people and the oppressed.

The profound social divisions that

sparked the civil war remain. Wealth is

still concentrated in the hands of a tiny

oligarchy while the downtrodden masses

barely scrape by. Over one-third of the

population lives in grinding poverty and

60 percent lacks electricity or running

water. In such conditions, it is hardly

surprising that El Salvador has one of

the highest murder rales in the world and

suffers under the weight of an exploding

prison population, a situation made worse

by the U.S. policy of mass repatriation of

Salvadoran nationals deemed criminals.

Against the backdrop ofdeep economic

inequality, Sdnchez Cer^n has pledged to

expand the popular social spending pro-

grams initiated by the outgoing FMLN
capitalist government, of which he was

a part. In response, Quijano hysterically

accused him of wanting to follow in the

footsteps of such bourgeois populists as

the late Hugo Chavez of Venezuela, whose

oil revenue-financed reforms benefiting

poor and working people continue to raise

the ire of U.S.-backed right-wing forces in

that country. Despite Sanchez Cer^n’s pro-

testations that he has no intentions of emu-
lating Chavez, Quijano managed to narrow

Sanchez Cer^n’s lead in the second round

of the elections by fuming that his suppos-

edly leftist policies would bring chaos and

violence. Evoking painful memories of the

civil war, Quijano even intimated that the

army would intervene to prevent Sanchez

Cer^n from assuming office.

After a succession of military gov-

ernments beginning in the early 1930s

and then two decades of ARENA rule

from 1989, the FMLN first look the reins

of government in 2009 when Mauricio

Funes was elected president and Sdnchez

Cer^n vice president. A journalist with

sympathies for the FMLN during the civil

war, Funes was never a rebel, joining the

party in 2008. Sdnchez Cerdn, on the

other hand, is strongly identified with the

courageous guerrilla struggle against the

U.S.-backed butchers.

A former grade school teacher. Sdn-

chez Cerdn was an activist in the teachers

union who moved closer to the rebels in

the 1970s as a wave of bloody repression

befell Salvadoran union leaders. Under

the nom de guerre of Comandante Leo-

nel Gonzdlez, he rose to become one of

the top five FMLN leaders. Even when
he was speaking of the need to eradicate

capitalism, Sdnchez Cerdn was known
in the rebel movement as an advocate

of “dialogue” with the blood-drenched

junta. Later, he served as a negotiator in

the UN-sponsored “peace" accords that

ended the civil war in 1992 but left the

ARENA death squad regime in power.

Since then, Sdnchez Cerdn has explic-

itly pushed for reforming capitalism under

the guise of promoting equal distribution

of wealth. In his book La Guerra Que No
Quisimos: El Salvador. 1980-1992 {The

War We Didn’t Want: El Salvador, 1980-

1992, published in 2013), he contends that

the FMLN picked up the gun as the only

way to win “democracy.” and refers to the

guerrilla struggle as having been “patri-

otic.” During the election campaign, Sdn-

chez Cerdn pledged to protect private prop-

erty and businesses in the name of reaching

out to all Salvadorans, showing exactly

what kind of democracy he meant. And in

a nod to the Catholic hierarchy and social

FMLN presidential candidate Salva-

dor Sdnchez Ceren celebrates elec-

tion victory, March 15.

conservatives, he is steering clear of legal-

izing abortion—in a country where mainly

poor women are imprisoned as a result of

an absolute ban on the medical procedure,

which should be free and available.

Sdnchez Cer^n will now assume chief

responsibility for the bourgeois slate appa-

ratus—not least the military—whose pur-

pose is to enforce the rule of the exploit-

ers and oppressors. In anticipation, he has

taken steps to reassure his onetime foes.

Extending an olive branch to the blood-

stained ARENA killers, he called for

reconciliation and unity shortly after the

election results were announced. He also

has promised to maintain good relations

with the U.S. imperialists. No wonder
that William Walker, who had been U.S.

ambassador to El Salvador from 1988

to 1992, could opine that Washington

“should not fear the prospect of another

five years of F.M.L.N. rule” {New York

Times, 30 January).

The FMLN and
the Salvadoran Civil War
A few months before the outbreak of

the civil war. we wrote in "Massacre on

the Cathedral Steps" (WV^ No. 233, 8

June 1979):

"Little-known E) Salvador is itself practi-

cally a caricature of a nineteenth-century

Latin American oligarchic dictatorship in

which a strutting military caudillo rules

a country where 14 families have tradi-

tionally lorded it over a mass of impover-

ished peones. As one Salvadorean priest

said, 'The peasants live like .serfs in

Europe 400 years ago’.”

Earlier in the 20th century, these oppres-

sive agrarian relations had triggered

the first Communist-led uprising in the

Americas, a 1932 revolt in which landless

peasants rose up against the oligarchs. In

retaliation, over a few short weeks some

30,000 people were killed in la matanza

(the massacre). Subsequently, the peasants

continued on page 7

ILEA

FBI trains Latin American cops at U.S.-sponsored International Law Enforce-
ment Academy, San Salvador, December 2013.

Occupy Protester Faces Seven Years

Overturn Conviction

of Cecily
NEW YORK CITY—One of the early

organizers of Occupy Wall Street, Cecily

McMillan, was convicted on May 5 of fel-

ony assault of a police officer. The sup-

posed assault was, in fact, the reflexive

elbowing of a cop who had grabbed her

breast from behind during the NYPD’s
breakup of a 2012 Occupy gathering.

The latest victim of the state crackdown

unleashed on the populist movement.

McMillan was remanded to Rikers pend-

ing sentencing on May 19. She faces up to

seven years in prison and her conviction

is the most serious among the thousands

of arrests at Occupy protests.

In the course of a brutal police attack,

McMillan was groped, beaten and kicked

at a 17 March 2012 event in Zuccolti Park

to mark six months of Occupy, After she

was arrested and put in handcuffs, she

went into seizures, only to be denied med-

ical attention. Footage shows the police

were more concerned with preventing

people from filming than with calling

McMillan!
the paramedics. When Cecily appeared

on Democracy Now! a few days later, she

was limping and still in substantial pain

from her ordeal. Clearly visible were sev-

eral sizable bruises, including one over

her right breast that was hand-shaped. In

the interview she described how. in the

40 hours between her arrest and arraign-

ment. she was taken from jail to hospi-

tal and back again several times without

being told where she was or being allowed

to contact anyone.

The cop who groped and beat McMil-

lan. one Grantley Bovell, sustained a black

eye from her elbow, but his "injury” did

not prevent him from brutalizing other

protesters that night. One such was Aus-

tin Guest, who has filed a suit alleging

that Bovell dragged him down the aisle

of a bus while “intentionally banging

his head on each seat" of the MTA bus

commandeered to transport arrestees that

night. Bovell has faced several previous

allegations of violence according to the

EPA

McMillan arriving at courthouse,
April 7.

London Guardian (4 April), but the jury in

McMillan’s trial was not permitted to hear

any details of the wrongdoing except for

his involvement in a 2010 parking ticket

scam in the Bronx.

More than the dirty work of a single cop.

the whole apparatus of the capitalist injus-

tice system was out to railroad McMillan.

The Manhattan District Attorney refused

to allow McMillan to plead guilty to a

misdemeanor and insisted on the felony

charges. The prosecutor boldly contended

that McMillan had acted out the seizures

and subsequently bruised herself. The

judge placed a gag order on her lawyers

and repeated the prosecutor’s case as fact

during the trial, leading McMillan's sup-

porters in Justice4Cecily to aptly describe

the judge as a "prosecutor in robes." Her
lawyers want a new trial and are prepar-

ing an appeal. After the trial, many jurors

expressed shock when learning from the

media of the likely prison term. Nine of

the 12 have since signed a letter appealing

to the judge for leniency.

Cecily McMillan joined the lamely ref-

ormist Democratic Socialists of America
at college in Wisconsin and argued from
the first that Occupy should embrace
nonviolence. She was preparing her mas-
ter's thesis on her political hero Bayard

Rustin, a social democrat who was cen-

tral to maintaining the nonviolent road

of the liberal-led civil rights movement.
During her testimony, she staled: "I'm a

completely nonviolent activist and I've

been through extensive training to make
sure that no part of my body could ever

be used to hurt others.”

Such an honest declaration means noth-

ing to the cops and courts, whose job is to

enforce the capitalist order of exploitation

and oppression, and who have been fero-

cious against any form of social protest.

This is clearly a trophy conviction for the

city and its thugs in blue. All leftists and
other targets of the NYPD must demand:
Free Cecily McMillan Now! m
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French Troops Out of

Central African Republic!
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Since December, the French mil-

itary has been openly involved in a

civil war raging in the Central Afri-

can Republic that has claimed the

lives of thousands of civilians and

uprooted hundreds of thousands

from their homes. Behind this .sordid

communally-based conflict between

Muslim militias (the Seleka) and their

Christian counterparts (the “anli-

balakas”) are cynical maneuvers by

French imperialism to further its

UBOLCtlEVl
neocolonial aims. After a falling out

between Paris and Fran9ois Bozizd

—

the Christian president whom France

had put in place in 2003—the French

imperialists gave a green light to the

Seleka rebellion to overthrow him.

When the regime was later toppled,

the leader of the Seleka, Michel

Djotodia, became the country’s first

Muslim head of state, and the anti-

balakas were formed in opposition.

Here is a classic illustration of

Frangafrique. a term that has come
to signify the neocolonial system

by which France controls its former

sub-Saharan colonies. While France

granted them formal independence

in the early 1960s, it has kept these

countries in a de facto dependency

through both official and unofficial

means. Most are simply ruled by

France via puppet presidents, with

the French government always having

a local opposition at hand to ensure

that its lackey in office toes the line.

France currently has eleven mili-

tary bases and some 10,000 troops in

its African neocolonies, which are for-

bidden to conclude military alliances

with any other country unless France

permits it. Paris has the first right to

buy the natural resources found in its

ex-colonies, and French companies

must be given priority for government

contracts. Economic subordination is

further enforced by the fact that these

countries share a common currency,

the CFA franc, which was pegged to

the French franc (and now to the euro),

and most of their cash reserves must

be deposited in the French national

bank.

This neocolonial system was widely

denounced after the role of France in

the Rwanda genocide of 1994 came to

light. While repeatedly denying that

Frangafrique still exists, all French

governments have continued its prac-

tice. albeit in a more covert manner.

The following article is translated

from Le Bolch^vik No. 207 (March

2014), newspaper of the Ligue Trots-

kyste de France, section of the Inter-

national Communist League (Fourth

Internationalist).

FEBRUARY 14—After less than two
years in office, the Socialist Party-Green

Party government of President Fran9ois

Hollande already has an impressive record

as a neocolonialist. Hollande had made
his intentions clear at his inauguration

in 2012 when he paid special homage to

Jules Ferry, one of the main architects

of French colonialism as France carved

out its colonial empire at the end of the

19th century. In early 2013, Hollande sent

thousands of French troops to Mali—for

the first time since that country’s inde-

pendence—to set up a puppet regime
headed by Ibrahim Boubacar Keiia. Then,

in the Central African Republic (CAR),
he dumped a puppet president, Francois

Fifty Interventions

in Fifty Years of

African Independence
Above: French soldiers arrest alleged Seleka militiaman in Bangui, Central African

Republic, December 2013. Below; Numbers of French troops in former African colonies.
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Boziz^, who bad been put in place by

French imperialism ten years earlier.

Subsequently, last December Hollande

deployed 1,600 troops to Bangui, the

country’s capital, before finally replac-

ing the newly installed president Michel

Djotodia with another pawn, Catherine

Samba-Panza.

All the while. Hollande was proclaim-

ing more loudly than ever that the days

of French interference in Africa are “a

thing of the past." The interventions

follow a well-established script: French

imperialism, with the leaders of the

region's vassal states securely on its side,

gets a resolution passed in the UN Secu-

rity Council, launches its dogs of war
from pre-existing bases on the African

continent and then (sometimes) ’’hands

over" control to an African force.

Hollande made sure that the usual

French practices in its neocolonial Afri-

can backyard, commonly referred to as

Frangafrique, were properly packaged

for public consumption. Each time he

launched a military operation, it just hap-

pened to be welcomed if not requested by

part of the local population—the black

people in southern Mali, the Christians

in the Central African Republic—so as

to make the French legionnaires appear

as their saviors. In the case of the Cen-
tral African Republic, the official reason

was to put an end to the bloody religious

clashes that had dramatically mounted
throughout 2013.

The rebel militias of the Seleka (which

means “alliance" in the Sango language)

are a heterogeneous conglomerate of

Boziz^’s opponents, who are mainly

Muslim. After the Seleka took Ban-

gui in March 2013, violence and

plunder against the Christian popu-

lation and former soldiers increased

considerably. The Christians then

organized into poorly equipped mili-

tias known as “anti-balakas” (“anti-

machetes" in Sango). After a failed

coup attempt by these anti-balakas in

early December, presumably launched

in anticipation of the French interven-

tion, violent reprisals against Chris-

tians escalated. With the proliferation

of militias in Bangui, the conflict

spread and several thousand civilians

were massacred. The situation wors-

ened following Djolodia's ouster.

The French troops of the current

military “Operation Sangaris" in the

Central African Republic are accused

of taking sides in these religious

conflicts, which were greatly exac-

erbated by French colonialism. That

is because the French have mainly

disarmed the former Seleka militias,

leaving the Muslim population de-

fenseless. Meanwhile, the children of

refugees who fled terror carried out by

a pro-French regime in Chad between

1975 and 1979—called "Chadians”

although many have never set foot in

that country—are increasingly fleeing

to the north [toward Chad and other

countries]. Thus, the situation looks

increasingly like large-scale religious

and ethnic cleansing.

The imperialist operation that Hol-

lande, Minister of Defense Jean-Yves

Le Drian and Minister of Foreign

Affairs Laurent Fabius thought could

be conducted smoothly in a few days

time has encountered some setbacks,

with two French soldiers killed during

the first four days. Moreover. Hol-

lande was rebuked by his European

partners, who in practice refused to

help out the French bourgeoisie by

reaching into their pockets or sup-

plying troops.

French Imperialism and
Its Former African Empire

The real reasons for the French

intervention have nothing to do with

humanitarian concern and everything

to do with the brutal reassertion of

French imperialist rule over its ex-

colonies, which have been getting

out of line lately. Fran9ois Bozizd.

the president who was thrown out in

March 2013, was a source of concern

for the French. He had signed some
defense agreements with South Africa

that undermined French hegemony
over the CAR. Those agreements,

which have been kept secret, were
concluded in 2007 for a duration of

five years, and were then renewed in

2012. According to an 8 January 2013
report by the IRIN press agency associated

with the UN, “That agreement is provid-

ing CAR’s army with an array of military

training, from infantry, artillery and spe-

cial forces training to logistics and driving

courses, as well as ’refurbishment' of mil-

itary infrastructure in Bouar and Bangui.”
Noting that this arrangement constituted

an implicit confrontation with France.
IRIN summarized the analysis of David
Zounmenou of the Pretoria-based Institute

for Security Studies (January 2013):

“It was France’s recent move to boost its

troops in CAR from 250 to 600 that may
have provoked South Africa’s increase in

its own military presence....

“It can been [ric] viewed as ‘a new battle-

field between France and South Africa.’

“South Africa, the continent’s power-
house. has championed the AU’s [Afri-
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Above: Camp of some 100,000 refugees, both Christian and Musiim, near Ban-

gui airport, December 2013. Beiow: Muslims fleeing the capital, February 14.

AP

can Union's] mantra of 'African solutions

to African problems'.”

That explains why the French military

in Bangui was so unconcerned when the

rebels of the Seleka, upon taking power
In March 2013, killed 13 soldiers from
the South African contingent, which then

withdrew from the country.

Imperialism’s Anti-Communist
Hostility to China in Africa

To understand France’s maneuvers,

they must be seen in a broader con-

text. U.S. imperialism is trying to wind

up its disastrous adventures in Iraq and

Afghanistan in order to focus instead on

the "pivot” to China, the most powerful

remaining deformed workers slate. This

gives French imperialism an opportunity

to attempt to restore its supremacy on its

former colonial African turf. As such,

France is seeking to limit Chinese pene-

tration and to become a subcontractor in

the global “war on terror.”

In its former colonies. French imperial-

ism runs up against China even more than

South Africa. The exploration license for

the Boromata oilfield in the northeast of

the CAR was awarded to the American oil

company Grynberg RSM [in December

2000). This company, invoking the unrest

caused by rebel attacks, did no explora-

tion and their permit expired in 2004. The
granting of the license to China sealed the

fate of Bozizd. all the more so since the

Central African subsoil is rich in gold,

diamonds and uranium. These resources

also risked falling into the hands of the

Chinese. So Boziz^ had to go.

And that’s not all. In 2009, for example.

China concluded an agreement to provide

economic and technical assistance to the

Central African Republic. It included a

7.8 billion CFA francs [about $16 millioni

grant, in particular for the construction of

schools.

In a recent report submitted to the

Minister of the Economy and Finance in

preparation for the December 2013 Africa

Summit at the Elysde [French Presiden-

tial] Palace. Hubert V^drine, chief adviser

of former president Francois Mitterrand

and Minister of Foreign Affairs under

Prime Minister Lionel Jospin, clearly

pointed to China as being the main cause

of the decline in French trade with Africa:

"Between 2000 and 2011. France’s share

of the market in sub-Saharan Africa

declined from 10.1 percent to 4.7 per-

cent.... It is above all China that has estab-

lished it.self in the past two decades as

the main economic partner of the African

continent. China’s share of the African

market went from less than 2 percent in

1990 to more than 16 percent in 2011."

It is. indeed, difficult to compete with

China. As we commented in an earlier

article (“Hue and Cry over China’s Role

in Africa.” Le Bokh^vik No. 198. Decem-

ber 201 1 [reprinted from WV No. 987, 30

September 2011]). Chinese contracts in

Africa are attractive because investments

by the Chinese stale “are driven not by

the profit motive but by the need for raw

materials for its collectivized industries at

home.” That is why the impact of Chinese

investments—in hospitals, schools and

other infrastructure—contrasts sharply

with the plunder of capitalist colonialism.

China remains a workers stale, despite

the development and ongoing consoli-

dation of a capitalist class within China

itself. In Africa as well, there is a grow-

ing layer of private Chinese entrepre-

neurs profiting from big slate contracts.

Carried out by a peasant-guerrilla army

led by Mao Zedong’s Chinese Communist

Party (CCP). the 1949 Revolution estab-

lished a workers state that was bureau-

cratically deformed from its inception.

Unlike in Russia following the October

1917 proletarian revolution. China never

had a regime of soviet democracy. Sooner

or later, the Stalinist program of the

nationalist bureaucracy in power in Bei-

jing will bring China to the brink, posing

pointblank the alternatives; either capi-

talist counterrevolution or a proletarian

political revolution that replaces the CCP
regime with a regime of workers democ-

racy committed to the struggle for world

socialism.

We stand for the unconditional mili-

tary defense of China against imperial-

ism and internal counterrevolution. We
support China’s right to trade in order to

procure what it needs to further its devel-

opment. At the same lime, as we wrote

in our previously cited article on China

in Africa: “We recognize, however, that

China's investment and aid programs

are determined not by proletarian inter-

nationalism but by the CCP bureaucra-

cy’s narrow nationalist interests.” And
we denounce the support by the Chinese

regime to bourgeois African dictators

—

and to the imperialists. For example.

China voted in the UN Security Council

in favor of the resolution authorizing the

French intervention in the Central Afri-

can Republic.

Colonialism Paved the Way
for Today’s Massacres

Throughout the colonial period, since

the sole interest of the imperialists was to

exploit this vast country, the only major

communication routes that they built

were two roads linking the Central Afri-

can Republic to the Atlantic Ocean: from

Bangui to Pointe-Noirc [in the Republic

of Congo] and from Bangui to Douala

[in Cameroon]. Both are in the west, thus

isolating the northern and eastern Muslim

regions.

Moreover, as elsewhere, the coloniz-

ers combined military repression with

Christian proselytizing. Thus, the first

president of the Central African Repub-

lic. just before independence in 1959, was

a defrocked priest. Barthdl^my Boganda.

who also was the first Central Afri-

can ever ordained. The entire history of

postcolonial political life in the Central

African Republic has been dominated by

Christians.

The outbreak of the recent cycle of vio-

lent conflict can be dated with precision:

The day that French imperialism got its

resolution passed by the UN Security

Council “the streets of Bangui were piled

high with dead bodies and the cycle of

religious warfare was unleashed" (Figaro,

26 December 2013). According to that

newspaper, “The outraged population is

calling for the immediate departure of

Djotodia and of all Muslims, including

the former Seleka militiamen. The abuses

perpetrated by the latter dug an unbridge-

able chasm. They and their families, but

also the Muslim minority, are now noth-

ing but outsiders on reprieve, surrounded

by popular hatred.”

Since that lime, the French forces have

constantly been accused of partiality. “We
don’t want the French. You are the accom-

plices of the anti-balaka forces that are

massacring people.” shouted a soldier in

Bangui at French troops in late December,

according to the newspaper Le Figaro.

The residents of the Begoua district will

long remember “Operation Sangaris.” Le

Figaro (\1 January) described a scene that

took place two days earlier:

"In the Nour al-Iman mosque, the Mus-

lim residents reveal five bodies rolled

up in rugs, three men and two women.,..

At the scene of the shooting, in front

of a gale where a Toyota with a bullet-

ridden windshield is parked, the residents

recount; ’The French arrived poised to

fire. They were led by Christians from

the neighboring district, who pointed out

the houses of die Muslims. People came
out onto their doorsteps. And all of a

sudden the soldiers started shooting. Five

people were killed’."

This sums up the cynicism of French

imperialism. After relying on the Seleka

Muslim militias to get rid of Boziz6, they

now cede the terrain to pro-Bozizd Chris-

tian militias to lake care of the Seleka.

Civilians on both sides were victims of

the perversity—one can hardly call it any-

thing else—of the Socialist Party-Green

Party government.

French and UN/African Union
Troops Out!

After imposing their colonial domi-

nation over more than a dozen black Afri-

can countries, most of them for a century,

the imperialists in Paris, acquiescing to

formal independence in the early 1960s.

have enforced their political, economic

and military domination over these coun-

trie.s in the most brutal manner. De Gaulle

simply put in place a neocolonial scheme

concocted by social-democrat Gaston

Defferre with his 1956 law. Granting

independence to these countries while

handpicking their leaders was the only

way that France could maintain its hold

after its humiliating defeat at Dicn Bien

Phu in Vietnam and with the National

Liberation Front fighters in Algeria deter-

mined to win freedom from the colonial

yoke on the battlefield.

The fact is that French imperial-

ism. confronted by more economically

dynamic competitors, has little else than

its “influence" in Africa to survive as a

power on the international stage. All the

governments in France over the past 50

years, right or left, have had the same pol-

icy. HoIIande at the Franco-African Sum-

mit on December 6 had the nerve to pro-

claim that “Africa must take full control

of its own fate, and in order to succeed

in this it must fully ensure its own secu-

rity.” while at the same time launching his

operation in the Central African Repub-

lic to disarm the "security” forces. This

is reminiscent of Sarkozy’s outrageous

racist declaration in Dakar. Senegal, that

"the African man has not sufficiently

entered into history"—blaming imperi-

alism's victims for the situation in which

imperialism keeps them.

Examples of how France has sought to

maintain its influence range from carry-

ing out political assassinations to foment-

ing rebellions against insufficiently pli-

ant regimes and directly supporting the

bloodiest and most genocidal rulers. The

military intervention into the Central

African Republic is just one example

among many others in Africa—there have

been more than 50 such interventions in as

many years since independence. Particu-

larly criminal was the role of Mitterrand’s

France and Dominique de Villepin in the

genocide in Rwanda in 1994, capped by

“Operation TUrquoise” to protect assas-

sins fleeing to neighboring Zaire. Today,

just weeks before the 20th anniversary of

the Rwandan genocide, HoIIande is pros-

ecuting in the French courts a Rwandan

cop involved in the massacres, a clever

way to hide the role played by French

troops and special forces.

The enslavement of colonial peoples

is done at the hands of the same capi-

talists who exploit French workers. The

struggle for workers liberation must be

linked to solidarity with colonial peo-

ples and uncompromising opposition to

one’s own Imperialism. The revolutionary

Communist International in 1920 made

such solidarity a condition for accepting

workers parties into the International.

French troops out of the Central African

Republic!

The Sordid History

of French Colonialism

France’s conquest of Central Africa

at the end of the 19th century—when

the colonial powers were competing to

divide up the continent—was carried out

in a particularly brutal manner in the face

of bitter resistance. The first French out-

post, Bangui, was set up on the shores of

the Ubangi River in 1889, and from there

bloody military expeditions increasingly

advanced into the territory.

It was necessary to quickly demonstrate

who was the master. Subsequently, a mur-

derous system of forced labor was estab-

lished for porterage inside this landlocked
continued on page 6
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French
Troops...
(continuedfrom page 5)

Reuters

April 30: Bangui neighborhood after Muslims were driven out. Slogan on wall

reads, “No to France.”

country as well as for the building of roads,

administrative outposts and the Congo-

Ocean railway. In order to exploit the vast

resources of “French Equatorial Africa.”

the French colonial administration decided

to build a railway line from the Congolese

capital. Brazzaville, to the port of Poinle*

Noire on the Atlantic Ocean.

And they intended to do it no matter

what. Albert Londres. an investigative

reporter who traveled in French colonial

Africa in 1928, denounced the horrible

fate visited on the indigenous popula-

tions by the imperialists in pursuit of their

ambitions. Forcibly seized in their vil-

lages. transported by river on barges built

to carry animals, a quarter of them died

before reaching Brazzaville. They were

then forced to do all of the construction

work practically without any tools, such

as digging tunnels bare-handed under the

whip of the “capitas” (village chieftains

serving as overseers) without food and

exposed to disease. And when they ran

out of strength. Albert Londres testified.

“I saw Saras. Zindes and Bayas. who no

longer had the strength to work, walk into

the forest to die” (Terre d'Eb^ne).

Once the occupation of the country was

stabilized and all resistance crushed, the

initial accumulation of capital was carried

out less through the import of finance

capital than through the destruction of the

subsistence economy, forced labor and the

pure and simple plunder of the forest (rub-

ber. ivory and wood). The forced cultiva-

tion of cotton using primitive techniques

followed later.

The French colonial administration

divided the country into sectors, which

French colonial official in Ivory Coast.

were distributed among a small number of

private companies in the form of conces-

sions, each one covering thousands or tens

of thousands of square kilometers. These

companies, as well as the French colonial

administration, used forced labor. All

the healthy individuals of a village were

rounded up and forced to tap rubber trees

or build roads and bridges; the others

were held hostage. The companies paid

for what was harvested not to the villagers

who were forced to work but to the super-

vising official, who used the revenue to

pay the village's taxes to the slate.

Only because the administration

enlisted the help of the traditional local

chiefs to serve as the companies’ auxil-

iaries was it possible to organize forced

labor on a large scale. In his Histoire de
la Centrafrique (Volume I. 1879-1959),

Yarisse Zoclizoum cites the testimony of

a priest at the lime:

"The purchasers (the companies) started
to widely distribute production bonuses

—

liquor, meat, various merchandise, even
horses, ..to the village chiefs and guards...

and soon nighttime forced labor, violence,
and other abuses followed. Auxiliaries
acting as cops hunted down the numerous
villagers who tried to escape forced labor,

and one could see long lines of prisoners,
with ropes around their necks, naked and
pitiful.... Starved and sick, they dropped
like flies."

Between 1911 and 1929. the population of
French Equatorial Africa (Chad. Ubangi

Chari—as the Central African Repub-

lic was called at the time—Congo and

Gabon) plummeted from four million to

two million inhabitants (L'Humanit€, 19

January 1929).

For such a primitive system, the colo-

nial administration saw no need to build

schools. Before World War I. there were

barely a few hundred schoolchildren in

Ubangi Chari; in 1953. just a few years

before independence, a mere 8 percent

of children attended school. So much for

France’s “civilizing mission”!

The Kongo-Wara Rebellion

(1928 -1931 )

Suffering under the yoke of the col-

onizers and their state—which had

destroyed their ancestral way of life, used

their labor for free, burdened them with

exorbitant taxes and sent them to faraway

regions to build colonial infrastructure—

the atomized and illiterate peasants of

Central Africa nevertheless raised their

heads. They heroically resisted the colo-

nial power in what became known as the

Kongo-Wara rebellion (“kongo-wara”
means hoe handle in the Baya language),

which took place between 1928 and I93I.

This war was started by Karnou. who
belonged to a warrior family in the vil-

lage of Bayanga-Bounia in the Baya
region. Karnou undertook to mobilize

the peasants to throw the French out. He
called for resistance from all the nearby

villages and beyond: “Refuse to pay taxes

to the administrators, refuse to work for

the Whites or to buy from them or sell

them anything whatsoever" (Zoclizoum,

ibid.). The uprising began in June I928.

The guards sent by the administration

to force the peasants to work were either

executed or recruited to the insurrection

along with their weapons. Police stations,

government buildings and residences

were burned down. Europeans were
denied access to the roads from Bouar to

Cameroon and from Bangui to Carnot,

as well as those extending toward the

Congo and Chad.

Despite Karnou’s death in December
1928, the uprising continued and extended

into other regions, including Cameroon.
Chad and Gabon. Finally, after receiv-

ing reinforcements from other areas of

French Equatorial Africa and even from

French West Africa, as well as aid from a

Cameroonian sultan, the colonial troops

defeated the insurgents. The deportation

of thousands of peasants followed. The
population of the territory fell by more
than 20 percent between 1926 and 1931.

The last pockets of resistance were elim-

inated in the “war of the caves” when
rebels were asphyxiated with smoke, a

barbaric tactic used in the conquest of

Algeria nearly a century earlier.

In France the blackout of this insur-

rection was finally broken on 19 January

1929. L'Humanit^, the newspaper of the

French Communist Party (CP), headlined

that day’s issue “Under the Imperialist

Jackboot: In French Equatorial Africa the

Negroes Are Rising Up Against Bloody

Colonization.” In the article, the CP,

which was in the throes of becoming fully

Stalinist but not yet the pathetic social-

democratic organization it is today, wrote:

"The facts which we cite, and which
are recognized even by some colonialist

newspapers that cannot be suspected of
sympathy for the native peoples, justify

the Negroes' reaction and their desire

to vanquish imperialism, the bloodi-

est potentate that black Africa has ever

known. These facts also make it a duty
for the working class in France to sup-
port the resistance of the oppressed in

the colonies, through the highest level

of solidarity in common struggle against

the imperialist regime and for the inde-

pendence of the subjugated countries.”

Two days later. L'Humanite addressed

the soldiers being sent to crush the

rebellion:

"The soldiers who are supposed to play

the role of executioners must understand
that the black people, whose villages

were burned and destroyed by French
imperialism, are legitimately defending
themselves and that their hght is the

fight of all the exploited and oppressed.

"They must repeat and broaden the act

of fraternization that was carried out by
the artillerymen of Grande-Combe when
faced with the miners of Al^s.”

And the CP understood that the unspeak-

able crimes of imperialism were not ab-

errations but were “inseparable from the

regime of capitalist and colonialist exploita-

tion” (L'Humanite, 22 January 1929).

French Reformists
and Central Africa

Today, in contrast, all the CP can do
is give critical support to the intervention

and propose to the French imperialists

an alternate policy to stabilize the politi-

cal situation and create a more favorable

climate for local capitalism (which to a

large extent is in French hands, just as in

the past), writing on its Web site:

“Paris must disengage militarily and
seek a political solution favoring the
reconstruction of the country and its

sovereignty. France must promote a
genuine multilateral action in order to

address the real causes that have led to
the destabilization of the country, to put
an end to regional tensions and to fight
against poverty in this country, which is

extremely rich in natural resources."

According to Barom^tre Metronews of
December 2013, 64 percent of the French
population opposed the military interven-

tion in the Central African Republic. It is,

therefore, not very surprising that almost
all the various left groups in France say
they are "against the French intervention.”

But none of them really explains the link

between imperialist marauding overseas

and the oppression of workers at home.

And above all these groups are com-

pletely incapable of offering a real revo-

lutionary perspective—i.e.. socialist rev-

olution—to the masses, whether in Africa

or in France. In fact, Hollande. the chief

of French imperialism, was pul in power

with the open or backhanded support of

all these groups.

Inthe 1970sand l980s,aFrench military

adventure in Africa would have brought

out thousands of people into the streets to

protest against French depredations. The

reformists of the New Anticapitalist Party

(NPA, formerly the Ligue Communiste
R^volutionnaire). Luite Ouvriere and oth-

ers have completely made their peace with

their own imperialism, a peace sealed by

their avowed or covert support to capital-

ist counterrevolution in the Soviet Union

and East Europe in 1989-92. These days,

when the government sends its killers to

Abidjan (Ivory Coast) in 2004 and 2010,

to Gao (Mali) in 2013 and to Bangui, these

reformists are no longer moved to imme-
diately take to the streets, even for the

sake of appearances.

The NPA has published a number of

articles about the Central African Repub-

lic. Olivier Besancenot and his NPA com-

rades expressed their discomfort with

the French intervention, while implying

that, at bottom, what concerns them is its

inadequacy:

"The official objective of the French
intervention is to secure Bangui and the

main routes for humanitarian access.

They will ignore the rest of the country

where three quarters of the population

lives, and the Seleka militiamen will

probably leave the capital and will be
able to wreak havoc in the country’s cit-

ies and villages with total impunity."—“Central Africa: Nefarious

French Continuity." Hebdo
L'Anticapiialisie No. 221,

12 December 2013

For International
Socialist Revolution!

The struggles that are drowning Africa

in blood, whether they are interethnic or

interreligious or lake other forms, are

rooted in extreme poverty and the com-
petition for very scarce natural resources.

According to recent UN figures, the Cen-

tral African Republic has one doctor for

every 10.000 people! On average, 159 of

every 1,000 children born will not reach

their fifth birthday. Only one child in

eight of secondary school age has access

to a school.

The legacy of more than 100 years of

French imperialist oppression in Central

Africa is particularly damning. The back-

wardness is such that today in that coun-

try there are hardly any proletarian forces

with the social power to be able to offer

a way out for the oppressed masses. But

such forces do exist in Africa, to begin

with in South Africa but also in Egypt

and elsewhere. The only perspective is to

forge cadres today for the future workers

party that must be authentically commu-
nist. revolutionary and internationalist.

As we said in our article about Mali last

year (“Imperialist Troops Out of Mali

Now!”, Le Bolchivik No. 203, March 2013

[reprinted from WV No. 1016. 25 January

2013)):

"There will be no end to the intereth-

nic bloodshed and abject poverty of the

region within the framework of capital-

ism. Just as the October Revolution in

Russia in 1917 opened up the perspective

of revolutionary change in the backward
regions of Central Asia, the emancipa-
tion of the masses in the Sahel and other

parts of Africa whose development has

been so dreadfully retarded must be
linked to the international struggle of
the working class for socialist revolution-

proletarian revolution in South Africa.

Egypt or other countries in Africa that

have experienced significant indus-

trial development would propel social

transformation reaching into the most
backward areas of the continent. Such
a perspective must include the fight for

socialist revolution in France and other

imperialist centers, where Malian and
other immigrant workers can provide a

living link to the struggles of the dispos-

sessed in Africa. What is necessary is

the forging of Trotskyist vanguard par-

ties committed to the fight for new Octo-
ber Revolutions."*
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El Salvador...
{continuedfrom page 3}

and workers were held in check by the

longest continuous military dictatorship

in Latin America.

In 1980, rising social discontent exploded

over the assassination of Archbishop Oscar

Romero, who was seen as an advocate

for the poor and oppressed. Opposition

groups—including labor unions, peasant

associations, social-democratic parties

and the Salvadoran Communist Parly

—

united to form the FMLN, which adopted

the name of the leader of the 1932 upris-

ing, Agustin Farabundo Marti, for its ban-

ner. The FMLN espoused an eclectic mix

of Stalinism and petty-bourgeois national-

ism. Its main left groups had bases in mass

organizations of workers, peasants and the

urban poor and links to rural laborers and

teachers. For example, the United People’s

Action Front controlled the country’s larg-

est union federation, which represented

electrical workers, among others.

Soon after it was founded, the FMLN
launched a military campaign against

government forces, which Washington

had helped train and equip for decades.

When Reagan entered the White House,

he picked up where his Democratic pred-

ecessor had left off and began sending

rifles, grenade launchers and helicopters,

as well as dispatching “advisers" to the

country. Despite this U.S. aid to the ruling

junta, the guerrillas were able to take con-

trol of significant parts of the country by

the middle of 1981 and fight the war to a

draw by the end of the decade. The stale-

mate was brought home by a November

1989 FMLN offensive, in which rebels

managed to dig in and hold on to sections

of San Salvador for days, despite heavy

aerial bombing, only to withdraw—with-

out organizing a mass insurrection that

could have overwhelmed the army.

This failure was not primarily a matter

of battlefield miscalculation: the FMLN’s
aim was a “negotiated settlement,” not a

military victory, to make it possible to

form a government with a "democratic”

section of the ruling class, i.e.. a capitalist

government. Such popular fronts—class-

collaborationist coalitions in which one or

more workers parties join with bourgeois

forces to rule on behalf of the capitalists

—

have time and again paved the way for the

triumph of reaction, such as the 1973 Pino-

chet coup in Chile. The presence of poli-

ticians from liny bourgeois parlies in the

FMLN’s political wing, the Revolutionary

Democratic Front, was a pledge in advance

to the oligarchs and U.S. imperialists that

guerrilla leaders would not attempt to tran-

scend the boundaries of the capitalist sys-

tem. Its corollary was not undertaking an

all-out mobilization of the exploited and

oppressed masses to win the war.

The struggle for a rebel victory in the

raging civil war was thus the cutting edge

of the fight for proletarian opposition to

the popular front. At that lime, El Salvador

had the largest working class in Central

America, concentrated in San Salvador,

where industry had rapidly expanded in

the 1960s and ’70s. A military victory of

the guerrillas would have served as a cata-

lyst for heightened working-class struggle.

As we wrote at the time. “A workers revo-

lution in El Salvador is impossible without

military victory of the leftist Insurgents....

Military victory of the left would open a

period of dual power, posing the need

for and direct possibility of a revolution

that would sweep away the entire capi-

talist stale” (“Smash the Junta, Workers

to Power!" WV No. 283, 19 June 1981).

Moreover, socialist revolution in El Sal-

vador could have ignited working-class

struggle throughout Latin America and

in the very belly of the U.S. imperialist

beast. The element necessary to lead such

a struggle was a workers parly commit-

ted to a revolutionary internationalist pro-

gram. This is no less true today.

“Defense of Cuba, USSR
Begins in El Salvador!”

In the years leading up to the "peace”

accords. FMLN leaders increasingly

dumped their anti-capitalist rhetoric in the

ports the bourgeois FMLN. as expressed

in its “Solidarity Statement to the FMLN”
(30 January) lauding Sanchez Cerdn and

his running mate as “exemplary leaders

in the struggle for the victory of the Sal-

vadoran people.”

In contrast, the Spartacist League/U.S.,

while giving the FMLN no political sup-

port. demanded during the civil war:

“Military victory to the leftist insur-

gents!” We opposed the negotiated settle-

ment pushed by guerrilla leaders and the

reformists, calling to "Smash junta terror

in El Salvador—For workers revolution!”

And to underscore our unconditional

military defense of the Soviet and Cuban

workers states against imperialism, we
insisted. “Defense of Cuba and USSR
begins in El Salvador!” The SL and its

hopes of winning a seat at the table with

Washington. The September 1990 FMLN
“Proclamation to the Nation” calling for a

“democratic revolution” did not even make

the usual obligatory nods to “socialism”

in the by and by. This process of cleans-

ing the FMLN of the Marxist stigma was

given greater impetus by the counterrevo-

lutionary destruction of the Soviet Union

in 1991-92. which removed from the inter-

national stage the main counterweight to

the imperialists. The USSR had issued

from the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution, the

first successful proletarian revolution in

history. Despite its degeneration at the

hands of the Stalinist bureaucracy begin-

ning in 1923-24, the Soviet workers state

remained the chief target of the imperial-

ist powers, centrally the U.S.

From the start of the civil war. the U.S.

rulers had declared that their support for

the military junta and ARENA butchers

was necessary for “containing commu-
nism” in Latin America. ARENA’S anthem

to this day includes the bloodcurdling cry:

"El Salvador will be the tomb where the

Reds meet their end.” As we stated in "El

Salvador: There Is No Peace” {WV No.

542. 10 January 1992), written a few days

after the accords were signed;

"The demise of the guerrilla war in El

Salvador, like the 1990 election defeat of

the leftist Sandinistas by contra-linked

forces next door in Nicaragua, directly

reflects the collapse of the Stalinist

regimes in East Europe and the Soviet

Union. For the fighting in the isthmus

was no isolated ‘regional conflict’ but a

hotspot of U.S. imperialism’s anti-Soviet

Cold War. The origin of the Salvadoran

conflict was when the Reagan adminis-

tration soon after taking office in 1981

vowed to ‘draw the line’ against ‘Com-

munist subversion’ in Central America.”

In so doing. Washington was reassert-

ing its imperialist claim to its own back-

yard as well as taking aim at the USSR

Death squad terror In El Salvador: U.S.-backed soldiers in Cabanas survey

their victims, 1983.

and the Cuban deformed workers stale,

where capitalism was overturned follow-

ing the seizure of power by Castro’s forces

in 1959. Reagan presented the FMLN
(along with the Sandinistas and leftist

guerrilla forces in Guatemala) as Soviet

proxies in order to prepare and mobilize

the U.S. population for an actual war with

the Soviet Woe. Yet the Soviet leadership

treacherously abstained from providing

military or financial support to the FMLN
during the war, as it feared a victory of the

Salvadoran working masses might well

inspire a proletarian challenge to its own
parasitic rule. Ditto the Stalinist regime

in Havana, with Castro advising the leftist

insurgents in Central America to not fol-

low the “Cuban road”—that is. overthrow

capitalist rule in sheer self-defense. After

capitalist restoration in the USSR, the U.S.

imperialists no longer needed to demonize

the FMLN as a surrogate for the Soviet

“Evil Empire.” removing a prime motiva-

tion for the civil war.

In the 1980s, reformist left groups in

the U.S. like the Socialist Workers Party

and Workers World Party (WWP), not to

mention the Committee in Solidarity with

the People of El Salvador (CISPES), polit-

ically supported the FMLN’s sellout pro-

gram for a negotiated seltlemeni. Today,

the Party for Socialism and Liberation, a

split from the WWP, still politically sup-

supporters in industry also urged long-

shore unions to boycott military materiel

destined for Washington’s right-wing kill-

ers in Central America. At the same time,

we had to fend off both physical attacks

and political censorship directed at us by

the reformists, who built protests centered

around Democratic Party politicians to

bolster the case for a sellout deal.

FMLN Allies with
U.S. Imperialists

When its years-long effort to achieve

a negotiated settlement came to fruition

in 1992, the FMLN was recognized as a

political party, enabling it to run in local

and national elections. The former guer-

rillas were made to turn in their weapons,

and some joined the new National Civil-

ian Police together with their death squad

enemies. The FMLN also backed a mod-

ified version of the ARENA government’s

Public Private Partnership Law. which

has met with labor opposition, including

a 2002-03 strike by doctors and health

care workers that defeated an attempt to

privatize some public health services.

After taking the presidency in 2009, the

FMLN under Funes and Sdnehez Cerdn

doubled government spending on health

care and provided free school meals,

uniforms, shoes and supplies. The Family

Agriculture Plan distributed free fertilizer.

Trade unionists and families of political prisoners march through San Salvador

in defiance of army threats, September 1984.

seeds and low-cost credit to small family

farmers. Over 17,000 land titles were trans-

ferred to peasants. The FMLN also created

some new jobs while providing temporary

financial assistance for the unemployed

and creating pensions for the poor. None-

theless, such measures invariably fell far

short of what is needed in an impoverished

country beholden to U.S. imperialism.

Meanwhile, the deep roots of organized

crime in the country gave the FMLN gov-

ernment the pretext to further strengthen

the repressive apparatus of the Salva-

doran capitalist state. Even as the “iron

fist” policing introduced by ARENA was

continued. Funes expanded the military

by 57 percent in his first two and a half

years in office, deploying three battal-

ions to patrol urban areas alongside the

police. He even made a former military

officer head of domestic security until

the courts overturned this appointment

as unconstitutional. The 2010 “Gang
Prohibition Act” unleashed the police to

conduct mass arrests of suspected gang

members, with tattoos considered suffi-

cient “evidence” of criminal activity. In a

country in which some 40 percent of the

population is under 18 years old. Sdnehez

Cerdn in 2012 hatched a scheme as Minis-

ter of Education that allowed cops to pose

as coaches and patrol "gang-infested"

schools in order to spy on youths!

Such measures earned Funes the praise

of U.S. Commander-in-Chief Obama,

whose administration has poured money

into the Salvadoran military. By assist-

ing the U.S. in prosecuting the “war on

gangs” and the “war on drugs” in Latin

America, the first FMLN government

served as a regional cop for Yankee

imperialism, signing on to the FBI’s MS-
13 National Gang Task Force. Originally

formed in 2004 and continued under the

FMLN administration, this task force

exchanges intelligence among U.S. and

Central American law enforcement agen-

cies. The Funes/S5nchez Cerdn govern-

ment also supported the Transnational

Anti-Gang Unit and its associated Central

American Fingerprint Exploitation initia-

tive. which supply biometric records from
continued on page 8
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AFP
Fascist Right Sector thugs outside Ukrainian parliament, March 28.

Ukraine...
(continuedfrom page 1)

behind the fascist-infested February coup

is now screaming that the popular vole in

Donetsk and Luhansk was “illegal.” We
defend the democratic right of the popu-

lation in these areas to conduct the refer-

endum and act on the vote for self-rule,

up to and including independence or uni-

fication with Russia if they so desire. The
leaders of the two self-declared People's

Republics now are pressing to join Russia.

But the situation remains fluid.

It should be noted that voting took place

only where insurgents had seized effec-

tive control and could militarily defend

the ballot. Thus, it is not clear whether

the sentiment for self-rule exists to the

same degree elsewhere in the region.

Eastern Ukraine is marked by a high

degree of interpenetration and assimila-

tion of Russians and Ukrainians. Many
people have both Russian and Ukrainian

heritage, while some identify themselves

as “Soviet” and others as “people of the

Donbass” (Donets basin).

In contrast to eastern Ukraine, the

people of Crimea, which was long part

of Russia, are ethnically Russian in their

majority. As revolutionary Marxists, we
supported Russia’s military intervention

there, which allowed the population in

Crimea to exercise its democratic right

of self-determination, voting overwhelm-

ingly to reunite with Russia. This position

did not and does not entail the least polit-

ical support to Vladimir Putin’s capitalist

regime, which brutally oppresses Muslim
and other minorities as well as gays and

enforces miserable conditions on working

people. As we wrote in “U.S./EU Impe-

rialist Frenzy as Crimea Rejoins Russia”

(IWNo. 1042, 21 March): “In advocating

the right of self-determination—whether

for Russians in Crimea or for the Chechen
people, who are victims of Great Rus-

sian chauvinism—our aim is to get the

national question off the agenda in order

to foster unity of the proletariat across

national lines.”

Today, the interest of the working class

—

in Ukraine. Russia and internationally

—

El Salvador...
(continuedfrom page 7)

Mexico. El Salvador, Guatemala, Belize

and Honduras for FBI databases.

In 2005, ARENA semi-secretly estab-

lished the San Salvador branch of the U.S.-

sponsored International Law Enforcement
Academy (ILEA), whose graduates usu-

ally join the Salvadoran National Police

and go on to combat “drug trafficking” and
“international terrorism." CISPES reports

that the ILEA functions like the notorious

School of the Americas, which trained

Latin American death squad leaders in

the 1980s. The FMLN has maintained
cooperation with the ILEA. In the same
vein, the FMLN government's Minister

of Foreign Affairs in March 2013 signed

an agreement with the U.S. ambassador
to establish a joint anti-drug task force.

We Marxists are opposed to the so-

called war on drugs, which i.s a cover for

social control and the mass incarceration

of black people and Latinos in the U.S.

lies in defense of the population in east-

ern Ukraine and Odessa against military

repression and fascist terror. Ukrainian

troops out! Imperialist hands off! As anger

at the Banderovtsy grows ever hotter, we
repeat our statement in “Ukraine Coup:

Spearheaded by Fascists, Backed by U.S./

EU Imperialists—Crimea Is Russian” (WV
No. 1041, 7 March), written at the height

of the reactionary Maidan mobilizations:

“It would have been in the interest of the

international proletariat for the working
class in Ukraine to mobilize to sweep the

fascists off the streets of Kiev. Today, it

would certainly be in the interest of the

proletariat for multiethnic, non-sectarian

workers militias to be formed to crush
the fascists and repel any and all expres-

sions of communal violence.”

Endowment for Repression
Fascist and official government terror:

here is the true face of the Ukrainian

“democracy” championed by Washing-

ton and its media mouthpieces. Assisting

the imperialists’ propaganda barrage are

reformist left organizations like the Inter-

national Socialist Organization, which
hailed the Maidan mobilizations as “action

from below” even while admitting the fas-

cists’ prominence.

Washington’s bloody hands are all over

and for imperialist military intervention

abroad. While drug addiction, like alco-

holism, can have dangerous physical con-

sequences, it is a personal and medical

matter, not one for the police. We call for

the decriminalization of drugs and for free

drug treatment services. We also oppo.se

the “war on gangs”—whether in the

U.S., El Salvador or elsewhere—because

it criminalizes poor and working-class

youth and is accompanied by more laws

that increase the capitalist state’s repres-

sive powers, which will ultimately be used

against workers and the poor.

For Workers Revolutions
Throughout the Americas!

Sdnchez Cerdn talks of doing more to

help the poor while advancing a bourgeois

program of tax reforms, greater foreign

investment, outreach to the Salvadoran pri-

vate sector and defense of private property.

No matter whether the FMLN or ARENA
is in power, the capitalist government will

not and cannot fundamentally improve

the lot of the working and impoverished

the repression in Ukraine, just as they

were behind the coup that unseated Viktor

Yanukovich, the exiled former head of the

bourgeois Party of Regions. Yanukovich’s

offense had been to accept an aid package

from Moscow rather than implement aus-

terity demanded by the International Mon-
etary Fund as part of the deal for Ukraine

to join the EU. Throwing money and pub-

licity behind the Maidan protests, Wash-
ington determined the contours of the new
government. When Assistant Secretary of

State Victoria Nuland infamously blurted

out, “Fuck the EU,” this was at the end
of a phone call to the American ambas-
sador in which she laid out exactly who
should lead the coup regime. In another

moment of candor, Nuland admitted that

the U.S. has spent a tidy $5 billion over

the past two decades to secure a regime

to its liking in Ukraine, funneled through

such agencies as the CIA-linked National

Endowment for Democracy.

The first two attempts to mount mili-

tary attacks in eastern Ukraine directly

followed visits to Kiev by CIA chief John

Brennan and, one week later. Vice Pres-

ident Joe Biden. Both those offensives

quickly ground to a halt. Troops refused

to fight, turning over guns and vehicles

to insurgents. But with local police forces

melting away, the regime was able to put

together a special police unit from Kiev

as well as some military forces willing to

fire on civilians.

This is being done, according to Ger-

man sources, with the assistance of “doz-

ens of specialists from the US Central

Intelligence Agency and Federal Bureau

of Investigation,” who are “helping Kiev
end the rebellion in the east of Ukraine
and set up a functioning security struc-

ture” (Agence France-Presse, 4 May).

These agents are also pursuing corruption

charges against various Ukrainian capital-

ists tied to Russia, complementing puni-

tive imperialist sanctions against oligarchs

in Russia associated with Putin. Yesterday,

the right-wing German newspaper Bild am
Sonntag reported that some 400 Ameri-
can mercenaries from Acaderai (formerly

masses. As in other economically back-

ward and dependent countries, El Salva-

dor’s bourgeois rulers are chained to the

imperialists by thousands of economic,
political, social and military strings. As
Bolshevik leader Leon Trotsky’s theory

of permanent revolution teaches, the tasks

of social liberation—from satisfying peas-

ants’ land hunger and alleviating rural pov-

erty to shaking off the rapacious oligarchy

and their imperialist masters—fall to the
working class at the head of the oppressed
masses. This lesson was given stunning
confirmation in the Bolshevik-led 1917
October Revolution in Russia.

A working-class socialist revolution in

El Salvador would immediately confront
a host of capitalist foes among its Central
American neighbors, as well as elsewhere
in Latin America, and above all the U.S.
imperialist behemoth. This points to the
inextricable link between proletarian
revolution in El Salvador and elsewhere
on the continent. As we stated in “For
Workers Revolution in El Salvador!” {WV
No. 271, 2 January 1981), written in the

Blackwater) are taking part in military

operations against protesters in southeast-

ern Ukraine.

Following Kiev’s first failed attempt to

quell the uprisings. Washington claimed

that Moscow broke a truce agreement by

failing to rein in the protesters, who are

depicted by the Western press as mere

tools of Putin, himself portrayed as the

reincarnation of Hitler. This is just one

part of a massive blitz of lies issued by tbe

U.S. government to cover its machinations

in Ukraine. Even the standard depiction of

protesters as “pro-Russian” is a misnomer;

interviews of people in eastern Ukraine

reveal a wide range of opinion on the

region’s future status.

Since the imperialists and their media

mouthpieces have no evidence to back their

assertions that the rebels are “terrorists” in

thrall to Moscow, they are doing what is

customary in such situations: they make it

up. A flyer supposedly issued by insurgents

declaring that Jews would have to register

with local authorities quickly proved to be

a fake. Then came photos published in the

New York Times that purportedly showed

armed men in Russia—i.e., agents of Mos-

cow—who were later seen fighting with

the insurgents in eastern Ukraine. The
photos were soon revealed to have been

taken in Ukraine, proving nothing.

Meanwhile, the Times continues to pro-

vide cover for Svoboda and Right Sector

by minimizing their role in the terror and

disappearing the fact that they are fascists.

A May 6 Times article blandly describes

the “Kiev-1” police unit dispatched from
the capital to Odessa following the mas-

sacre as “drawn from the street activists

who helped topple Ukraine’s government

in February.” To be clear: these are “activ-

ists” of the type who paraded through

Maidan with torches and clubs, portraits

of Bandera and neo-Nazi insignia—i.e.,

Ukraine's very own brownshirts. Families

in Odessa and eastern Ukraine in particu-

lar know the score all loo well, based on
ineradicable memories of the Nazis and
their Ukrainian henchmen who carried

out unspeakable genocidal crimes during

WWII.
The disinformation about Ukraine comes

from the same “newspaper of record" that

retailed the U.S. rulers’ lies about Saddam
Hussein’s (non-existent) “weapons of mass
destruction.” the pretext for the Iraq occu-

pation. Such deception is second nature for

the bourgeois press, whose fundamental

role is to mold public opinion on behalf

of the capitalist ruling class, although it

can be truthful on secondary or smaller

matters to enhance its credibility.

Demonizing Russia
Imperialist propaganda reached fever

pitch over Russia’s “invasion” of Crimea.
No such thing look place. With its mostly
Russian population, Crimea is home to

Russia’s Black Sea Fleet and already had
thousands of Russian troops. Putin’s move
was essentially defensive, aiming to protect

the fleet in the face of a hostile. Western-
backed government in Kiev.

As the rebellions erupted in east-

midst of the Salvadoran civil war:

“The Central American statelei-s, which
emerged from colonial rule as a single
federal state, have never been viable as
independent economic or political units..,.

“In the face of likely imperialist inter-
vention. and merely to defeat their “own’
bourgeoisie, forces seeking proletarian
revolution anywhere in Central America
will face defeat if they limit themselves
by artificial national frontiers.”

Today, some two million Salvadorans
live in El Norte, concentrated in Los Ange-
les. Washington. D.C., New York City and
other metropolitan areas. In the U.S., the

Salvadoran population has been drawn
into the organized labor movement, where
it has played an active role in unions rep-

resenting janitors and hotel and restaurant

workers. These workers can be a human
bridge to the Salvadoran proletariat back
home. The task posed is the forging of
revolutionary workers parties from Latin

America to the U.S. to link the struggles

of working people and direct them toward
shattering the framework of capitalism in

the Americas and beyond.

RT News
Lviv, 1943: Celebration of Ukrainian “Galician SS,” which fought alongside
Nazis in World War II.
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Miners rally against Kiev regime outside occupied government building in

Donetsk, May 7.

ern Ukraine, the Obama administration

screamed about the presence of 40,000
Russian troops along the border in Rus-

sia—this from a government that keeps

tens of thousands of troops and cops on
the Mexican border to stop the victims of

imperialist subjugation from entering the

U.S. Painting the Russian military exer-

cises along the border as the harbinger of

an invasion of Ukraine, the U.S. stepped

up its military provocations in the region.

The USS Donald Cook, a guided mis-

sile destroyer, entered the Black Sea last

month. It was later joined by a Navy frig-

ate that took part in exercises with Roma-
nia, one of NATO's newer member states.

Two French military ships also entered the

Black Sea last month. Meanwhile, some
600 U.S. paratroopers were dispatched to

Estonia. Latvia and Lithuania—former

components of the Soviet Union—and to

Poland. Early this month, NATO’s annual

"Spring Storm” exercise in Estonia began,

involving a record-breaking 6,000 troops.

The demonization of the Putin regime

is in the service of Washington’s long-

standing drive to curtail capitalist Russia’s

strength as a regional power and potential

rival. With the counterrevolution in 1991-

92 that destroyed the Soviet degenerated

workers state. U.S. imperialism achieved

unchallenged world supremacy. Early in

1992, a government document called the

Defense Planning Guidance declared:

"Our first objective is to prevent the re-

emergence of a new rival, either on the

territory of the former Soviet Union or

elsewhere." Warning of the risks of a

nationalist backlash in Russia or efforts

to reincorporate Ukraine and other parts

of the former USSR into Russia, the doc-

ument stated that the U.S. must "protect

a new order. . .for deterring potential com-
petitors from even aspiring to a larger

regional or global role.”

Two years later, former national security

advisor Zbigniew Brzezinski wrote in For-

eign Affairs {March/Apn] 1994): ‘it cannot

be stressed strongly enough that without

Ukraine, Russia ceases to be an empire,

but with Ukraine suborned and then subor-

dinated. Russia automatically becomes an

empire.” Containing Russia and drawing

Ukraine to the West has been the policy

of Republican and Democratic adminis-

trations alike. Under Bill Clinton, NATO
expanded to include Poland and other East

European states, with the Baltic states

joining early in the George W. Bush pres-

idency. Under Bush, the U.S. also lavished

financial and diplomatic support on the so-

called "Orange Revolution” in Ukraine in

2004, one of many such efforts aimed at

installing pliant regimes in the territories

of the former USSR. And now Washington
has a quisling regime in place in Kiev.

The U.S. has also established bases

across Central Asia and elsewhere on Rus-

sia’s periphery. This military extension

is aimed at encircling not only capitalist

Russia but also China, a bureaucratically

deformed workers state. Putin, for his part,

has repeatedly tried to accommodate the

U.S. imperialists, for example by allowing

the American military to traverse Russian

territory into and out of Afghanistan. His
reward has been one kick in the teeth after

another.

Yet Russia is no pushover. While its

economy is distorted by its heavy reliance

on oil and gas exports, the country main-

tains a large military force and a nuclear
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arsenal second only to that of the U.S..

as well as significant technical expertise.

Furthermore, the U.S. cannot necessar-

ily count on the support of its allies for

the anti-Russia campaign. While Germa-
ny’s Angela Merkel has joined Obama in

denouncing Putin over Ukraine, even as

she bristles at continuing U.S. surveillance

programs targeting herself, many German
capitalist enterprises that are dependent

on trade with Russia object to economic
sanctions levied against tycoons associ-

ated with Putin. Today, France announced
it is moving ahead with the sale of two
helicopter assault ships to Russia, defying

U.S. pressure to punish Moscow.
At home. Washington’s efforts to whip

up public sentiment against Russia over

Ukraine have fallen flat. War-weary after

the seemingly endless neocolonial occu-

pations of Iraq and Afghanistan, work-

ing people are preoccupied with ongo-

ing assaults on their wages, medical and

retirement benefits and other necessities

of life. The aim of Marxists in the belly of

the imperialist beast is to win militants to

the task of building a workers party that

will steadfastly oppose its “own" impe-

rialist rulers and intervene into coming
class battles with a program to overthrow

the rotting and murderous capitalist order

through socialist revolution.

Destruction of Soviet Ukraine

Referring to eastern Ukraine and Odessa
as "New Russia,” Putin recently complained

that these areas “were not part of Ukraine

in tsarist times” but were "transferred in

1920. Why? God knows.” No. the answer

can be found here on earth. It was under the

Bolshevik regime issuing out of the 1917

October Revolution that Ukraine achieved

even the semblance of national unification

and the right to separate statehood. The
proletariat in Ukraine, particularly in the

East, was predominantly Russian, a heri-

tage of the industries that sprang up there

under the old tsarist regime. But the peas-

antry, which formed the vast majority of

the population, was Ukrainian. Bolshevik

leader V.I. Lenin stressed the need of the

Soviet workers state to grant the Ukrainians

and other nations that had been oppressed

in the tsarist “prison house of peoples" the

right to self-determination—i.e., the right

to separate.

Based in western Ukraine, which had
been part of the Habsburg empire, reaction-

ary Ukrainian nationalism allied first with

German imperialism under the Kaiser and
then with Pilsudski’s right-wing regime in

Poland, and later still with Nazi Germany.
Following the defeat of imperialist-backed

counterrevolutionary armies in the Russian

Civil War. a Ukrainian state based on the

eastern half of the country was formed
as part of a federation of workers states,

becoming in 1922 a founding member of

the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

Western Ukraine, which remained under

the rule of capitalist Poland, was integrated

into the Soviet Union following the Red
Army’s smashing of Nazi Germany.
The early Bolshevik regime assiduously

defended the rights of oppressed national-

ities and peoples. However, with the tri-

umph and consolidation of the Stalinist

bureaucracy beginning in 1923-24, Great

Russian chauvinism once again began to

flourish, resulting in abuses of sometimes

historic proportions, as in the mass expul-

sion of Crimean Tatars. Chechens and oth-

ers from their homelands toward the end

of WWIl. Retrograde nationalism was
nurtured by the Stalinist dogma of “social-

ism in one country”—a flat rejection of

the Marxist program of world socialist

revolution that animated the Bolsheviks

of 1917. Nevertheless, the policies of the

bureaucracy had a contradictory impact.

Full employment, education, medical

care for all and other social gains under-

cut nationalist hatreds. Integrated into a

socialized economy with central planning.

Ukraine underwent substantial industrial-

ization and development.

The restoration of capitalist rule de-

stroyed these gains, throwing the work-

ing people of the former Soviet republics

into social chaos, nationalist bloodlet-

ting and economic disaster. Industrial

employment in Ukraine fell by 50 per-

cent between 1991 and 2001 while wages
in remaining jobs plummeted. Yet even

under conditions of economic depression,

eastern Ukraine produces a dispropor-

tionate share of the country’s wealth. For

example, the Donetsk region, a coal min-

ing center, accounts for only 10 percent

of the population of Ukraine but some 20

percent of its gross domestic product.

The breakup of the USSR revealed

considerable interpenetration and assimi-

lation of peoples as well as interdependent

economic enterprises that had been geared

to a bureaucratically centralized planned

economy. This is the situation underlying

eastern Ukraine's continuing ties to the

Russian economy. The Putin regime’s

strategic interest in eastern Ukraine is

highlighted by the region’s role in pro-

ducing military goods for Russia, from

helicopter engines and hydraulic systems

for fighter jets to air-to-air missiles.

The sharp fall in jobs, state benefits

and living standards after the counter-

revolution has rekindled among many
workers nostalgic memories of the Soviet

Union, when working people had a decent

life. An Al Jazeera article (30 April)

titled "Eastern Ukrainian Miners Yearn

for Russia. Bygone Soviet Era” describes

one such worker, who identifies himself

as Russian. Currently unemployed, he

had risked his life toiling in one of the

many illegal mines that sprang up after

the collapse of the collectivized economy.
While favoring Donetsk becoming part of

Russia, the worker said. “I don’t want it to

be like Russia. I want it to be like the past,

the USSR." where "I was getting payment
even for my learning."

Elements of class consciousness can be

seen in workers’ identification with the

USSR as well as in their hatred for both

pro-Russian and pro-Ukrainian oligarchs,

several of whom are in top national and
regional governmental posts. However,

the working class has not emerged as an

independent political factor, and no group
to our knowledge exists in Ukraine that is

moving toward a program of overthrowing

capitalist rule through workers revolution.

Soviet nostalgia is often colored by
the nationalism that was fostered by the

Kremlin Stalinist bureaucracy and is cur-

rently expressed in virulently reactionary

form by various "Communist” remnants

of the old regime. What must be under-

stood is that the enormous gains produced

by the Soviet Union’s planned economy
were betrayed by the privileged Stalinist

bureaucracy, which sold out opportunities

for workers revolution outside the USSR
in the illusory quest for "peaceful coexis-

tence" with imperialism. Faced with unre-

lenting imperialist economic and military

pressure. Stalinist misrule led ultimately

to the collapse of the Soviet. East Euro-

pean and East German workers states and

their reversion to capitalist anarchy.

To the best of our ability and limited

resources, the International Communist
League (Fourth Internationalist) fought

to defend the degenerated and deformed

workers states against the capitalist class

enemy and for proletarian political rev-

olution to oust the Stalinist regimes. In

this, we were following the course set by

Leon Trotsky, co-leader with Lenin of the

October Revolution and the principal con-

tinuator of the Bolshevik program. Today,

the future under capitalism is bleak for

the working masses of Ukraine, Russia

and elsewhere in the former Soviet Union,

as it is in the rest of the capitalist world.

What is needed is the forging of Leninist-

Trotskyist parties that will wage a fierce

struggle against all manifestations of

national, ethnic and religious bigotry and
great-power chauvinism as part of patient

propaganda aimed at winning the prole-

tariat to the fight for new October Revo-
lutions worldwide.!
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South Africa...
(continuedfrom page 12}

the strikers’ demands tor R 12,500 a month

are “excessive” and "unreasonable” the

COSATU statement declared that there are

“no prospects of achieving the demands."

The CEOs of the big platinum com-

panies are paid an average of over R20
million a year, and their labor lieutenants

like NUM general secretary Frans Baieni

rake in an estimated R105.000 per month.

Yet these bloodsuckers demand that work-

ers who risk their lives daily, descending

deep underneath the earth's surface to

drill for precious minerals, settle for star-

vation wages. It is not uncommon for the

wages of one worker to support ten or more

members of his extended family who are

trapped in unemployment. A significant

number of workers rely on soup kitchens in

the townships because their wages are not

enough to feed their families, and most are

forced to take on a crippling debt burden.

The NUM leaders notoriously

violence-baited the Lonmin strikers in the

days leading to the 2012 Marikana massa-

cre. precipitating a mass exodus of miners

from that union to AMCU. Likewise, in the

current strike they have accused AMCU
members of violence and intimidation,

calling on the police to arrest strikers and

the bourgeois courts to deny them bail. The

NUM’s North West provincial chapter has

demanded that the mining bosses provide

security for the scabs and has threatened to

organize an anti-strike march to area min-

ing offices (Daily Maverick. 25 March).

Despite currently leading a hard strike,

the perspective of the leaders of AMCU
(which is not part of COSATU or the Tri-

partite Alliance) does not transcend mili-

tant trade-union reformism. For instance,

they do not seek to link the struggles of

the miners to other sectors of the working

class and oppressed.

Last November, when AMCU and the

employers were in wage negotiations,

NUM-organized mineworkers at Northam
Platinum in Limpopo province went out

on strike for better wages. The AMCU
leaders refused to support the strike at

Northam. the fourth-largest platinum

producer, and allowed it to be isolated,

thereby undermining the position of work-

ers in other mines. Now, mine bosses are

using the 9 percent wage increase that

Northam mineworkers won in their 75-day

strike as a benchmark to settle the current

AMCU strike.

Recently, the leaders of the National

Union of Metalworkers of South Africa

(NUMSA), Including General Secretary

Irvin Jim, have adopted a left posture in

response to the anger among their base

at the anti-working-class policies of the

ANC and COSATU. At a Special National

Congress last December. NUMSA voted

to withhold support for the ANC in

the May 7 general election and to push

COSATU to leave the Tripartite Alliance.

This same congress also raised much-
needed financial gifts for the families

of the slain Marikana workers, a decent

act of solidarity that shows the resonance
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Election posters in Cape Town township. SACP invokes memory of late ANC
leader Nelson Mandela, known as Madiba, to bolster support for ANC-led
capitalist government.

that the Marikana massacre had through-

out the working class. But the NUMSA
leadership has done nothing to mobilize

its membership in industrial action in sol-

idarity with the AMCU strike.

As Spartacisl/South Africa explained in

a leaflet distributed at the NUMSA con-

gress, "the NUMSA leadership maintains

its loyalty to Mandela’s ANC, particularly

the bourgeois-populist Freedom Charter

adopted in 1955. The NUMSA tops also

swear by the ‘two-stage revolution’ doc-

trine of the SACP. long a formula for ally-

ing with a supposedly progressive wing

of the bourgeoisie” (see “Metal Workers

Union Drops Electoral Support to ANC,”
WV No. 1039, February 7). The treach-

erous role of the NUMSA leaders was
clearly demonstrated in the early weeks of

the current AMCU strike. After calling a

strike at the Amplats smelting plant in Feb-

ruary. the NUMSA bureaucrats settled for

incremental wage increases of between 7.5

and 8.5 percent in March—as the AMCU
strike was raging. The bosses made a big

deal about their “delight" at NUMSA’s
wage settlement, as against the AMCU
workers’ "unrealistic” wage demands.

Neo-Apartheid Capitalist Rule

What really enrages the COSATU
leaders is that the AMCU mineworkers

are waging a bitter class struggle against

the continued superexploitation of black

labor in the mines—the basis of neo-

apartheid South Africa’s economy. The
massive inequality in South African

society, including the stagnation of real

wages and the continued existence of the

so-called "apartheid wage gap” 20 years

after the end of legal apartheid, is a stark

indictment of the failures of two decades

of ANC/SACP/COSATU rule. The tops of

COSATU-affiliated unions have repeat-

edly betrayed workers struggles, strangling

strikes and keeping the unions’ power crip-

pled by tying them to the ANC-led nation-

alist popular front, in which the reformist

workers leaders take responsibility for run-

ning South African capitalism in coalition

with the bourgeois ANC. The Marikana
massacre underlined in blood what this

treachery means for the working class.

The ANC and its COSATU allies were

particularly keen to stifle struggle in recent

months because of fears that rising dis-

content would result in a dramatic fall in

support to the ANC in the recent general

elections. While there is widespread anger

that the Tripartite Alliance has failed to

deliver on the promises of “liberation,” no

party running in the elections represented

even in a partial way the class interests of

the black proletariat. The ANC maintained

its dominant position, receiving 62 percent

of the vote, a slight drop since 2009.

Former ANC Youth League honcho
Julius Malema’s Economic Freedom
Fighters (EFF) won support especially in

North West province, which is the center

of the mining region. While seeking to

profit from the legitimate anger of black

workers through populist demagogy, the

EFF is a bourgeois formation both in

terms of its program and social compo-
sition. It is fundamentally hostile to the

workers movement. The same applies

to Bantu Holomisa’s United Democratic

Movement, which also looked upon Mari-

kana workers as potential voting cattle.

The Workers and Socialist Party

(WASP), which was launched in the wake

of the 2012 miners strikes by the reformist

Democratic Socialist Movement (DSM),
South African section of the Committee
for a Workers’ International, approached

the EFF to form an electoral coalition. In

response. Malema demanded WASP dis-

solve its organization into the EFF. WASP
refused but then ran former anti-apartheid

trade-union leader Moses Mayekiso

—

today Gauteng provincial legislator of the

Congress of the People (COPE), a 2008
rightward split from the ANC—as their

presidential candidate. WASP’s pursuit of

coalitions with bourgeois parties and pol-

iticians is the principal reason Spartacist/

South Africa opposed giving them critical

support in this year’s elections.

The Strikebreaking Role of WASP
WASP also played a truly scandalous,

strikebreaking role on the eve of the cur-

rent AMCU strike. On 20 January, just

before the start of the strike, WASP con-

vened a press conference in Johannesburg

featuring some dissident AMCU shop

stewards who threatened to quit the union

and sue AMCU leader Joseph Mathun-
jwa for defamation! WASP spokesperson

Mametlwe Sebei made his own contri-

bution to the media’s violence-baiting

of AMCU, arguing that since the ANC
wants things to turn violent, Mathunjwa
"is playing right into their hands” (Mail <fe

Guardian online, 22 January). Predictably,

WASP’s press conference—held the same
day the (Chamber of Mines issued a threat

to interdict the strike—was promptly

seized upon by the bourgeois media and
other enemies of the AMCU workers
as a welcome tool to sow confusion and
demoralization among the minework-
ers. The day after their press conference.

WASP felt compelled to issue a statement

titled "Support the Mineworkers’ Strikes!”

in an effort to cover their behinds.

Not even the vicious murder of the Mari-
kana workers in front of their faces could

dissuade the DSM/WASP reformists from
their longstanding reactionary view that

"police officers are also workers.” along
with prison guards and security guards.
While denouncing police brutality, the
WASP manifesto for the recent elections

states that “WASP supports decent wages
and conditions—including not having to

risk your life on the job—for rank-and-
file police officers.” The lessons drawn by
many of the Marikana mineworkers. who
spoke bitterly about how the cops are now

“dogs” to them, are far beyond the fake-

socialist DSM/WASP. Cops, prison guards

and security guards out of the unions!

Consistent with their touching faith in

the bourgeois slate. WASP has supported

NUMSA taking COSATU to the bour-

geois courts to reinstate Zwelinzima Vavi

as COSATU general secretary and hailed

the court ruling reinstating Vavi as "a

victory" for COSATU members (4 April).

Soon after this “victory," Vavi used his

regained office to campaign for Jacob

Zuma and the rest of the bourgeois ANC/
Tripartite Alliance ministers responsible

for the Marikana massacre!

We Trotskyists of Spartacisl/South

Africa oppose taking working-class organ-

izations and leftists to bourgeois courts

as a matter of principle. By dragging

COSATU into court, the NUMSA lead-

ers helped establish a precedent for direct

bourgeois intervention into the affairs of

the union. For the independence of the

proletariatfrom all bourgeois parties and

the state! Labor must clean its own house!

For a Black-Centered
Workers Government!

The mining industry, a partnership of the

Randlords with U.S. and British imperial-

ists, is the backbone of the South African

economy, accounting for more than half

of its exports. Through "black empow-
erment” deals, the bourgeois-nationalist

ANC has created a layer of black front

men who act as a buffer between the over-

whelmingly black African proletariat and

the white bourgeoisie. Despite cosmetic

changes in the corporate boardrooms.

South Africa remains a seething pit of rac-

ist rule where blacks are kept at the bottom.

The three mining companies that AMCU
is striking against produce more than 70
percent of the world’s platinum. The mine-
workers, with their hands on the econo-

my’s central resources of gold, diamonds,

platinum and coal, have substantial social

power. To effectively mobilize that power,

a class-struggle leadership must be forged

to replace the pro-capitalist sellout bureau-

crats. But economic struggles are not suf-

ficient to overturn the racist capitalist order

that keeps the miners living in poverty.

Conditions in South Africa cry out

for the forging of a revolutionary work-
ers party that rejects all forms of class

collaboration and acts as a tribune of
the people. Such a party would unite the

struggles of the township poor for hous-
ing. electricity and clean water, the fight

against brutal oppression of women and
the needs of unemployed youth and stu-

dents behind the social power of the work-

ing class. Immigrants from neighboring

countries like Lesotho, Mozambique.
Malawi, Zimbabwe, etc. form a significant

section of the South African proletariat.

“Illegal" immigrants face the daily

threat of deportation, while all immi-
grants face the possibility of pogromist
violence in the townships. They are tar-

geted for attacks by the cops, such as the

killing in February 2013 of Mozambican
taxi driver Emidio Macia, who was lied

to the back of a police van and dragged
to his death. The capitalist rulers push

xenophobia in order to divide the working
class, inciting different sections of the

oppressed to fight over crumbs rather than

AFP
Gauteng Province, February 6: Cops fired stun grenades, rubber bullets at
thousands of township protesters demanding basic services.
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Execution...
(continuedfrom page 12)

Attorney General Eric Holder for a Justice

Department “analysis” of problems with

capital punishment. As meaningless as

such an analysis would be—since almost

all executions are carried out by the indi-

vidual states over which the attorney gen-

eral has no jurisdiction—Holder’s office

made it even weaker, indicating that the

review will be limited to how executions

are carried out.

Holder, who professes to personally

oppose the death penalty, has authorized

federal prosecutors to seek it in over 30

cases. Recently, the Justice Department

announced it will seek the death penalty

for Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, accused of the

bombing that killed three people at last

year’s Boston Marathon. Federal gov-

ernment intervention makes it possible

to pursue the execution of Tsarnaev. as

Massachusetts state law does not allow

capital punishment.

As Marxists, we oppose the death pen-

alty on principle—for the guilty as well as

the innocent. We do not accord the state

the right to determine who lives and who
dies. Our opposition to the death penalty

extends as well to China and the other

bureaucratically deformed workers states,

where execution is a prop for the rule of

brittle parasitic bureaucracies.

Capital punishment is the supreme dec-

laration of state authority, the ultimate

expression of the monopoly of violence in

the hands of this country’s racist capital-

ist rulers. Fighters for labor’s cause have

long been targeted for death by the U.S.

state, most famously the Haymarket anar-

chists. labor organizers who fought for the

eight-hour day, in 1887; IWW organizer

Joe Hill in 1915; and anarchist workers

Sacco and Vanzetti in 1927.

Lockett wasn't the first on death row to

be chemically tortured to death this year.

In January. Ohio inmate Dennis McGuire
took 26 minutes to die, gasping for air.

After that. Lockett sued to stay his exe-

cution, demanding the state of Oklahoma
reveal the source of the drugs it would use

to kill him. Shortly before his execution

date, the state's Supreme Court issued a

stay. Governor Mary Fallin decreed that

she would ignore the court’s ruling and

state legislators moved to impeach the

justices, backing the court down. Follow-

ing Lockett’s state-induced heart attack,

Fallin called off the execution of Charles

Warner, who had been scheduled to die

the same night in the nightcap of a grisly

doubleheader. Fallin later ordered a 60-

day moratorium on executions.

The European Union’s 2011 ban on

exporting drugs for lethal injections has

forced the U.S. executioners to seek out

secret suppliers and turned men like Lock-

ett into human guinea pigs. Litigation in

many states over the use of substitute

chemicals put a speed bump in front of

the death machine. Now. with the courts

giving the green light, the executioners

are trying to step up the pace.

Exposure of the cases of innocent men
and women sentenced to death has stoked

uniting along class lines. We demand full

citizenship rights for all immigrants!

The aspirations of the black masses for

freedom and equality cannot be fulfilled

under capitalism but require workers revo-

lution to overthrow the capitalist slate and

expropriate the bourgeoisie. As with Lenin,

the fight for the dictatorship of the prole-

tariat is what defines us as revolutionaries.

We are for a black-centered workers gov-

ernment where those who labor rule, which

is the application of Bolshevik leader Leon

Trotsky’s theory of permanent revolution

to South Africa.

The liberation of the working class

requires an internationalist perspective.

Our program is for a socialist federation

of Southern Africa in which the relatively

advanced South African economy can be

pul to use on the basis of rational planning

and collectivized ownership of the means

of production to raise the living standards

of the masses throughout the region. This

there h
‘Ju}h<e m t

.CyWofCtar/

AMuhlkSk
IU<Hrbi.lk

I

'

IXfOK}
fWUtft /tu.

ncr/wt
|Mc«m ewA

Wftnus •

,
US

Civil War to smash slavery. The subse-

quent betrayal of Radical Reconstruction

by the Northern capitalists resulted in the

denial of basic rights to black people in

the South, and the compacting of black

people as a race-color caste at the bottom

of society throughout the U.S. The post-

Reconstruction Jim Crow system was

maintained by lynch law terror. More than

3,000 black people were lynched between

the end of Reconstruction in 1877 and the

dismantling of Jim Crow. More than two-

thirds of those legally lynched nationally

between 1930 and 1967 were black peo-

ple. The death chamber is supplemented

by killings of ghetto and barrio youth on

the street by cops acting as judge, jury

and executioner.

The legacy of slavery can be seen in

the dungeons of death row. Of the more

than 3,000 men and women awaiting

execution, over half are black or Latino.

California has the largest death row pop-

proceed from the standpoint of punishing

the offender. Such a vindictive penal atti-

tude is fundamentally a religious rather than

a materiali.st conception of social relations.”

Indeed, a humane and rational society

may find a need to separate certain dan-

gerous individuals—for the protection of

others, as well as the offenders themselves.

This would be done without stigma or

deprivation and with education, medical

care, rehabilitation and the goal of reinte-

gration as a productive member of society,

which was the approach of the Bolshevik

Party of Lenin and Trotsky that led the

October 1917 Russian socialist revolution.

The determination that the legal appara-

tus of a workers state would not be based

on retribution found its fullest expression

in the 1919 party program, which advo-

cated “a fundamental alteration in the

character of punishment, introducing con-

ditional sentences on an extensive scale,

applying public censure as a means of

punishment, replacing imprisonment by

compulsory labor with retention of free-

dom. and prisons by institutions for train-

ing. and establishing the principle of com-

radely courts.” Even under conditions of

extreme hardship, the Bolshevik regime

insisted that the working conditions in the

prisons be covered by the general labor

code that provided trade-union pay rates,

food rations and other benefits.

Upon taking power, the Bolsheviks

eliminated the death penalty from the

legal code. This did not mean that the

Bolsheviks flinched from the necessary

and extraordinary measures of Red Ter-

ror required by the Civil War against

imperialist-backed counterrevolutionary

forces. But it was only after the Stalinist

bureaucracy usurped political power from

the proletariat that the old “tortures and

torments” denounced by the early Soviet

government, including the death penalty,

were resurrected.

Capitalism is neither humane nor ratio-

nal, especially in the U.S. where punish-

ment has increasingly become a spectator

must be part of fighting to link up with

workers revolutions in the imperialist cen-

ters and creating an international planned

socialist economy to lift Africa and the

rest of the semicolonial world out of pov-

erty and social backwardness.

* * *

The Partisan Defense Committee, the

social and legal defense organization

associated with the Spartacist League/

U.S., has made a contribution to the

AMCU strike fund. We encourage trade

unionists and other readers to do likewise.

Wire contributions to Standard Bank in

the name of the AMCU Association of

Mineworkers and Construction Strike

Fund. Account Number 332-748-634,

Branch Code 052750. Swift Code SBZA
ZA JJ. Address; Corner ofOR Tambo and

Mandela Drive. .Saveways Crescent Cen-
tre, Witbank, Mpumalanga 1035, South

Africa.

WV Photo

Partisan Defense Committee contingent calls for abolition of racist death
penalty at Philadelphia rally for political prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal, April 2008.

ulation, but capital punishment remains a

largely Southern institution. Since 1976,

over 73 percent of executions have taken

place in the states of the former Confeder-

acy—and 45 percent of those in Texas and

Virginia. Currently fighting for his life in

Texas is Duane Buck, sentenced to death

on the basis of the “expert” opinion of a

psychologist that because Buck is black he

posed a future danger to society!

The mass struggles of the civil rights

movement led to a decade with no exe-

cutions. beginning with a de facto mora-

torium in 1967. Five years later, the U.S.

Supreme Court struck down all existing

death penally laws—not as “cruel and

unusual punishment” prohibited by the

Eighth Amendment of the Constitution,

but as "wanton.” “freakish” and ’arbi-

trary.’’ The Court directed slates seeking

to reinstate the death penalty to draft new
laws, aiming to give a "democratic" veneer

to racist legal lynching. In 1976, the first of

these laws was approved by the Supreme

Court, opening the sluice gates for execu-

tions that have since taken over 1,300 lives.

When capital punishment was reintro-

duced in the U.S. amid anti-crime hysteria,

we noted in "Abolish the Death Penalty!"

(WV No. 117. 9 July 1976); “The Marxist

attitude toward crime and punishment is

that we are against it.... Socialists do not

sport thanks to the plethora of reality shows

chronicling prison life. The lust to admin-

ister pain and punishment was expressed

in the mind-bending 2007 Supreme Court
decision prohibiting the execution of an

insane person until the prisoner is lucid

enough to have a "rational understanding”

of the punishment he is about to receive. In

this calculus, the torture of Lockett was no
aberration—it just went on a little too long.

Prisons in the U.S. are rife with hor-

rors, not least solitary confinement. These
dungeons teem with some 2.2 million

people—a quarter of the world’s prison

population—some 60 percent of whom
are black or Latino. This vast, historically

ingrained system of racist repression can-

not be fundamentally changed through

tinkering here and there. Unlike liberals

who pose life without parole—i.e., being

entombed in prison for life—as an "alter-

native" to the death penalty, we are equally

committed to the abolition of life sentences

without parole. Our purpose is to arm the

working class with the understanding that

the cops, courts and prisons, along with

the military, make up the apparatus for the

violent repression of the working class and

the oppressed in defense of the power and

profits of the capitalist rulers. It will take

nothing short of proletarian socialist rev-

olution to sweep this state away.a

AP. Oklahoma Dept, of Corfecdons (inset)

Above: Oklahoma’s death chamber.
Inset: Clayton Lockett, tortured to death
by the state on April 29.

growing antipathy to capital punishment.

Last year, juries meted out 80 death sen-

tences, compared to 315 in 1994. Though

32 states have the death penalty, only nine

of them carried out executions in 2013.

Eighteen states have abolished the death

penalty, most recently Maryland in 201 3 and

Connecticut in 2012. In February. Washing-

ton’s governor Jay Inslee announced that he

would issue a reprieve in every death pen-

alty case that crossed his desk.

As American as...Lynching

Several hundred years ago, when the

bourgeoisie was a revolutionary class, its

representatives opposed medieval cruelty.

The frame-up and torture of French Prot-

estant Jean Calas in 1762 for murder, and

his subsequent execution on the wheel,

led Enlightenment philosophe Voltaire to

write his famous On Toleration, a state-

ment against religious persecution and

backwardness.

No European country except Belarus

applies the death penalty, and most Latin

American countries have abolished it. Rus-

sia hasn’t carried out an execution since

1996 and formally declared a morato-

rium in 1999 (a year in which 98 were

executed in the United States). The U.S.

and Japan stand out among advanced cap-

italist countries for their use of the death

penalty, which they maintain as part of

their criminal codes.

The bourgeoisies of other countries

have ample means of state repression. The

continued use of the death penalty in the

U.S. speaks to the particular depravity of

this country’s capitalist rulers. Descend-

ing ever deeper into naked state brutality,

"civilized” representatives of the Amer-

ican bourgeoisie openly debate how to

torture and kill. Six years ago. Supreme

Court Justice Antonin Scalia ranted,

“Where does this come from that in the

execution of a person who has been con-

victed of killing people we must choose

the least painful method possible? Is that

somewhere in our Constitution?” (Interna-

tional Herald Tribune. 7 January 2008).

Capital punishment is heavily overlaid

with religious concepts of retribution.

Its endurance is rooted in the origins of

American capitalism—which was built

on the backs of black slave.s. Slaves were

killed with impunity for "crimes” ranging

from insolence toward whites to rebellion

against the slave masters. It took a bloody
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Botched Execution in Oklahoma: Racist Torture

Capital Punishment Is State Murder
For 43 minutes of a botched execu-

tion, Clayton Lockett writhed in agony

before his heart finally gave out. Prison

officials had warmed up to the bar-

baric act by tasering him first thing in

the morning on April 29. after Lock-

ett resisted being taken for an X-ray.

He was found to have a self-inflicted

cut on his arm, but the authorities did

not consider the wound serious enough

to delay putting an end to his life. At

5:22 p.m., Lockett was restrained on the

execution gurney. Struggling to find a

suitable vein for the life-ending IVs, the

“doctor" resorted to one in his groin.

In order to shield the dozen witnesses

to a legal lynching from the obscenity

of viewing Lockett’s crotch, officials

covered the area with a sheet. At 6:23.

the first of three drugs was injected.

Over the next 19 minutes, Lockett vio-

lently convulsed on the gurney and

cried out. "Oh. man!” An officer drew

the blinds to hide from view what was

taking place. The intravenous line was

checked only to reveal that the drugs

were not entering the bloodstream but

being absorbed into tissue. After nearly

an hour of torture, and ten minutes after

the execution was called off, Lockett

finally expired.

Condemnation of Lockett’s ordeal

was swift and international. A spokes-

man for the UN High Commissioner

for Human Rights said the process

could amount to "cruel, inhuman and

degrading treatment” under interna-

tional human rights law. The conserva-

tive London Economist was more blunt,

declaring it: "Cruel, Unusual and Rep-

rehensible" (30 April). France’s Foreign

Ministry denounced the execution and

called for a moratorium on executions

in the U.S.

The Obama administration’s well-

oiled hypocrisy machine went into high

gear. Reiterating his support to the death

penalty. Obama called the gruesome

spectacle of Lockett’s execution "deeply

disturbing,” adding, "we have seen sig-

nificant problems—racial bias” and

"situations in which there were individ-

uals on death row who later on were dis-

covered to have been innocent.” In what

has become a reflex, Obama turned to

continued on page II

Victory to South African

Platinum Miners!

Bitter Strike in Fourth Month

Reuters

Striking miners at April 29 rally near Lonmin’s Marikana mine, site of police massacre
of strikers in August 2012.

JOHANNESBURG. MAY 13—
Some 70,000 members of the Asso-

ciation of Mineworkers and Con-

struction Union (AMCU) have been

on strike against the three leading

platinum producers in the world

—

Anglo American Platinum (Amplals),

Impala Platinum (Implats) and Lon-

min—since January 23. The strike

is now the longest in the history of

South African mining and has cost

the companies almost I6.4 billion

rand ($1.6 billion) in lost revenue. The
strikers are demanding a R12.500

($1,250) per month entry-level wage,

the same wage that strikers at Lon-

min were fighting for in August 2012

when 34 of them were gunned down
by the cops in Marikana. where hun-

dreds were also arrested.

The 2012 Lonmin strikes won
important gains for the workers.

Including wage increases up to 22

percent and return-to-work bonuses.

However, many workers say they

never received the wage increase and

that amounts equivalent to the bonuses

were later deducted from their wages.

This scamming by the mine bosses

has helped fuel the current strike.

Especially after the strikes in 2012

and the killings at Marikana, the plat-

inum miners are widely seen as the

most militant sector of the proletariat.

A victory in the AMCU strike would

be an inspiration for the workers and

poor across South Africa and beyond.

In an ominous repeat of the prelude

to the Marikana massacre, the companies

and the capitalist state are today preparing

for massive repression against the strik-

ers. Police reinforcements were sent to the

mining area around Rustenburg and army
troops were put on standby to help protect

strikebreakers and break up the AMCU
pickets. In an attempt to provoke a vio-

lent confrontation, the mining bosses set

a deadline of May 14 for strikers to return

to work. Over the head of the union, the

companies have appealed directly to the

workers—through mass advertising, cell

phone messages, traditional tribal lead-

ers and church officials—to abandon

the strike. Still, the strike remains solid

and most, if not all, of the operations of

the three mining giants are shut down.

AMCU has warned that in the event of

retaliatory layoffs the union would stop

work at mines across the country.

Responsibility for any state violence

against the strikers would lie with the

ruling Tripartite Alliance—a nationalist

popular front comprised of the bourgeois

ANC, the Stalinist-derived South Afri-

can Communist Party (SACP) and the

Congress of South African Trade Unions

(COSATU). Business Day reported that

Minister of Mineral Resources Susan

Shabangu, a former COSATU official,

had told the three platinum companies to

play hardball with AMCU. Alleging that

strikers are "orchestrating violent acts in

the mining communities," the cops have

already arrested AMCU members on

trumped-up charges, including attempted

murder and assault. Spartacist/South

Africa, section of the International Com-
munist League (Fourth Internationalist),

demands; Hands offAMCU! Drop all the

charges against striking workers!

The three platinum conglomerates had

prepared for a lengthy strike by stockpil-

ing enough platinum to last eight weeks,

which they thought would be long enough

to starve the workers into submission. The
European automakers—major consumers

of the metal—have their platinum supplies

locked in until next year, according to

industry sources. The strikers are waging
this fight at a huge persona! cost. Hounded
by loan sharks, many workers have had
their belongings repossessed. Their chil-

dren no longer attend school because

they cannot pay for transport and other

requirements. Some strikers get small

amounts of money from their parents’

measly pensions to buy food.

A significant number of the strikers

are migrants from rural areas. Many
have retreated to their impoverished

homes in places like the Eastern Cape

to wait things out. and some have been

forced to sell part of their families'

meager stock of cattle. This points to

the continuity of the migrant labor sys-

tem, from the origins of South Afri-

can mining during the British colonial

period through white-supremacist

apartheid up to the present day. As
soon as black workers stop producing

profits for the white capitalist class

because of old age. injury or sickness,

they are pushed into rural hellholes

where they face slow death.

AMCU is appealing for unions in

countries like Brazil and the U.S. to

refuse to handle platinum from South

Africa. It also has established a strike

fund to help their members sustain

themselves and has appealed to

all those sympathetic to their cause,

locally and internationally, to contrib-

ute. A crucial ally in any fight against

the mine owners is the working class

in the U.S. and Britain, where most

of these mining companies are head-

quartered, as well as in Germany
and other countries where platinum

is used in auto production. Solidarity

with AMCU strikers is an elemen-

tary and necessary act of self-defense by
organized labor. An injury to one is an
injury to all!

COSATU Labor Tops’ Treachery

Rather than siding with their class broth-

ers in struggle, the leaders of the National

Union of Mineworkers (NUM) and
COSATU have been openly siding with

the mine bosses and the government to try

to kill the strike, including by instructing

their members to scab. The COSATU tops

joined the bourgeois media chorus calling

for an early end to the strike. A March 25
statement proclaimed: "Platinum strike too

long for workers.” Echoing the claims by

the mine bosses and capitalist media that

continued on page 10
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Washington Embraces Chauvinist Modi

Hindu Far-Right r

Sweeps Eiections
»

Ahmedabad, india: Narendra Modi (center) with other ieaders of Hindu-
supremacist Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), January 2006. For RSS
founders, Nazi Germany manifested “race pride at its highest.”

The overwhelming victor in India’s

parliamentary elections that concluded

on May 12 was the reactionary Hindu-

supremacisi Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),

which is responsible for one of the bloodi-

est anti-Muslim pogroms in the country’s

recent history. The new prime minister.

BJP head Narendra Modi, was chief min-

ister of Gujarat in 2002 when his party

spearheaded a communal massacre in that

slate that left over 2,000 dead, most of

them Muslims. Now. having won 282 of

the 543 seats in the lower house of parlia-

ment, Modi’s BJP has a decisive majority,

the first lime in 30 years that any party

has had such a mandate. In the words of

one party veteran, the BJP is set to tackle

“corruption, inflation and Muslims.”

Modi’s victory unseated the Congress

party, which had governed India for all

but 13 years since the country gained its

independence from the British Empire

in 1947. The Indian National Congress,

commonly known as Congress, is the

traditional organization of the Indian

bourgeoisie that was led by “Mahatma”
Gandhi, and since independence by the

family dynasty that began with Jawaharlal

Nehru. Trading on having led mass strug-

gles against the British colonial overlords.

Congress cultivated an image of India as

“the world’s largest democracy” and of

itself as a secular party able to surmount

the country’s bitter national, ethnic, reli-

gious and caste divisions. In reality. Con-

gress has presided over the suppression of

numerous regional-separatist and leftist

insurgencies while offering up minorities

as scapegoats for conditions in what is one

of the most impoverished and oppressed

areas of the world.

By repeatedly playing the Hindu com-
munalist card. Congress put wind in the

sails of the vile chauvinism pushed by the

BJP. Congress itself has incited communal
massacres, most notoriously in 1984 when
prominent Congress politicians led lynch

mobs in Delhi against the Sikh minority,

killing more than 3.000 people. Its role in

instigating the massacre—and in cover-

ing up its guilt for 30 years—gives the lie

to any notion that Congress provides an

alternative to BJP communalism.

Modi is a lifelong member of the Rash-

triya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). a para-

military Hindu nationalist organization

whose founders were inspired by the

fascist movements in Europe, believing

that Nazi Germany had manifested “race

pride at its highest.” Madhav Golwalkar,

an early leader of the RSS. expressed in a

1938 book the racist contempt for minori-

ties in India that is inherent in Hindutva,

the virulent nationalism based on Hindu

fundamentalism:

“The foreign races in Hindustan must
either adopt the Hindu culture and lan-

guage. must learn to respect and hold in

reverence Hindu religion, must entertain

no idea but those of the glorification of

the Hindu race and culture, i.e. of the

Hindu nation and must lose their separate

continued on page 8

Workers Outrage Against Erdogan Regime

Turkish Mine Disaster:

Capitaiist Murder

Soma, Turkey: Rescuers carried out miners a day after May 13 expiosion
and fire in coai mine that killed at least hundreds.

On May 13, a fire and ex-

plosion struck a coal mine
outside of Soma in western

Tdrkey. leaving 301 miners

dead by official count and

injuring dozens more. For days, miners

had warned their bosses about hot coal,

indicating a fire somewhere in the mine,

but were told to stay on the job. Mean-
while, mine operators had shut down air

quality sensors that monitor gas levels

and can automatically slop production.

When the firestorm erupted, the power

supply to the elevators and ventilation

shafts was knocked out. and the tunnels

quickly filled with carbon monoxide and

other deadly fumes. By the admission of

the mine operations manager, many min-

ers did not have gas masks. Workers who
did desperately scrambled to reach the

surface within the lime

the company claimed

the masks would be

effective, since no safe

rooms existed in that

part of the mine. But.

as one miner noted,

"You cannot climb up

1.5 kilometers in 45

minutes.”

This industrial catastrophe was the

worst ever in Tlirkey, eclipsing the 1992

explosion in a coal mine at Zonguldak on

the Black Sea in which 263 were killed.

Tbrkey has the third-highest rate of deaths

on the job in the world; a 2010 report

revealed that every million tons of coal

extracted come at the cost of more than

seven miners’ lives. The Soma
disaster is emblematic of this

appalling toll of death under-

ground. One banner carried in

an Istanbul protest proclaimed

it “is not an accident, it is not fate, it is

murder.” Responsibility lies with the mine

owners and the Turkish government.

The Islamist regime of Prime Minis-

ter Recep Tayyip Erdogan and his Jus-

tice and Development Party (AKP) has

exuded ruling-class arrogance, dripping

with contempt for the dead miners and

their families. In a speech outside the

mine the day after the calamity, Erdo-

gan dismissed mining accidents as “a

commonplace thing.” The scale of the

disaster and the government’s callous

response sparked large-scale protests in

Soma, where the AKP office was sacked

and Erdogan's car was surrounded by an

enraged crowd of relatives of the dead
and missing miners. Shortly after, Erdo-

gan confronted protesters in a super-

market and threatened: “If you boo the

prime minister of this country, you’ll

get slapped.” Despite intimidation by

officials to silence him. one protester

claimed that he was indeed slapped.

continued on page'
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From the Archives of Marxism

“An Open Letter to the Workers of India”
With the outbreak of World War II.

India's bourgeois-nationalist Congress

Party and its Stalinist sycophants lined up

behind “democratic” Britain. Condemn-

ing this subordination to imperialism,

Bolshevik leader Leon Trotsky outlined

how the fight for socialist revolution against

British imperialism and its Indian colonial

lackeys was the only viable road for the lib-

eration of workers and all the oppressed.

Subsequent events more than proved

Trotsky’s point that the Indian bourgeoi-

sie was not a revolutionary class. India’s

independence in 1947 was not achieved

through Gandhi’s "peaceful methods” of

struggle. Weakened and economically

drained by the end of the war. Britain faced

repeated mass upsurges in India and was

no longer able to maintain its colonial rule.

Independence came with the unspeakable

communal carnage of Partition. Nearly 70

years on, India remains under the yoke of

imperialist exploitation and is still a prison

house of subjugated peoples in wbrch

national minorities, lower castes and the

rural masses are desperately impoverished

and women are brutally oppressed.

For more on the Trotskyist movement

in India during this period, including on

the debate about entry into the Congress

Socialist Party, see “The Fight for Trotsky-

ism in South Asia,” Spartacist (English-

language edition) No. 62, Spring 2011.

The New International
September 1939

DEAR FRIENDS:
Titanic and terrible events are approach-

ing with implacable force. Mankind lives

in expectation of war which will, of course,

also draw into its maelstrom the colonial

countries and which is of vital significance

for their destiny. Agents of the British gov-

ernment depict the matter as though the war

will be waged for principles of “democ-

racy” which must be saved from fascism.

All classes and peoples must rally around

the “peaceful” “democratic” governments

so as to repel the fascist aggressors. Then
“democracy” will be saved and peace

stabilized forever. This gospel r^sts on a

deliberate lie. If the British government

were really concerned with the flowering

of democracy then a very simple opportu-

nity to demonstrate this exists: let the gov-

ernment give complete freedom to India.

The right of national independence is one

of the elementary democratic rights. But

actually, the London government is ready

to hand over all the democracies in the

world in return for one tenth of its colonies.

If the Indian people do not wish to

remain as slaves for all eternity, then they

must expose and reject those false preach-

ers who assert that the sole enemy of the

people is fascism. Hitler and Mussolini

are, beyond doubt, the bitterest enemies of

the toilers and oppressed. They are gory

By Leon Trotsky, July 1939
executioners, deserving of the greatest

hatred from the toilers and oppressed of

the world. But they are, before everything,

the enemies of the German and Italian

peoples on whose backs they sit. The
oppressed classes and peoples—as Marx,

Engels, Lenin and Liebknecht have taught

us—must always seek out their main

enemy at home, cast in the role of their

own immediate oppressors and exploiters.

In India that enemy above all is the Brit-

ish bourgeoisie. The overthrow of British

imperialism would deliver a terrible blow

at all the oppressors, including the fascist

dictators. In the long run the imperialists

are distinguished from one another in

form—not in essence. German imperi-

alism, deprived of colonies, puts on the

fearful mask of fascism with its saber-

teeth protruding. British imperialism,

gorged, because it possesses immense
colonies, hides its saber-teeth behind a

slaves. Only a bold, resolute struggle of

the Indian people for their economic and

national emancipation can free India.

The Indian bourgeoisie is incapable of

leading a revolutionary struggle. They

are closely bound up with and dependent

upon British capitalism. They tremble for

their own property. They stand in fear

of the masses. They seek compromises

with British imperialism no matter what

the price and lull the Indian masses with

hopes of reforms from above. The leader

and prophet of this bourgeoisie is Gandhi.

A fake leader and a false prophet! Gandhi

and his compeers have developed a the-

ory that India’s position will constantly

improve, that her liberties will continu-

ally be enlarged and that India will grad-

ually become a Dominion on the road of

peaceful reforms. Later on. perhaps even

achieve full independence. This entire

perspective is false to the core. The impe-

Sunit Janah

Peasants rally under red flag in Punjab, 1945.

mask of democracy. But this democracy

exists only for the metropolitan center, for

the 45,000,000 souls—or more correctly,

for the ruling bourgeoisie—in the metro-

politan center. India is deprived not only

of democracy but of the most elementary

right of national independence. Imperial-

ist democracy is thus the democracy of

slave owners fed by the lifeblood of the

colonies. But India seeks her own democ-

racy, and not to serve as fertilizer for the

slave owners.

Those who desire to end fascism, reac-

tion and all forms of oppression must over-

throw imperialism. There is no other road.

This task cannot, however, be accom-

plished by peaceful methods, by negotia-

tions and pledges. NeVer before in history

have slave owners voluntarily freed their

rialist classes were able to make conces-

sions to colonial peoples as well as to their

own workers, only so long as capitalism

marched uphill, so long as the exploiters

could firmly bank on the further growth

of profits. Nowadays there cannot even

be talk of this. World imperialism is in

decline. The condition of all imperial-

ist nations daily becomes more difficult

while the contradictions between them

become more and more aggravated. Mon-

Leon Trotsky in Coyoacan, Mexico,
August 1940.

strous armaments devour an ever greater

share of national incomes. The imperial-

ists can no longer make serious conces-

sions either to their own toiling masses

or to the colonies. On the contrary, they

are compelled to resort to an ever more
bestial exploitation. It is precisely in this

that capitalism’s death agony is expressed.

To retain their colonies, markets and con-

cessions. from Germany, Italy and Japan,

the London government stands ready to

mow down millions of people. Is it possi-

ble. without losing one’s senses, to pin any

hopes that this greedy and savage finan-

cial oligarchy will voluntarily free India?

True enough, a government of the so-

called Labor Party may replace the Tory

government. But this will alter nothing.

The Labor Party—as witness its entire

past and present program—is in no way
distinguished from the Tories on the colo-

nial question. The Labor Parly in reality

expresses not the interests of the working

class, but only the interests of the British

labor bureaucracy and labor aristocracy.

It is to this stratum that the bourgeoisie

can toss juicy morsels, due to the fact

that they themselves ruthlessly exploit

the colonies, above all India. The British

labor bureaucracy—in the Labor Party as

well as in the trade unions—is directly

interested in the exploitation of colonies.

It has not the slightest desire to think of

the emancipation of India. All these gen-

tlemen—Major Alice, Sir Walter Citrine

& Co.—are ready at any moment to brand

the revolutionary movement of the Indian

people as “betrayal,” as aid to Hiller and

Mussolini and to resort to military mea-

sures for its suppression.

In no way superior is the policy of the

present day Communist International. To
continued on page 10

Letters

WORKIRS VRRGURRR
Marxist Working-Class Biweekly of the Spartacist League of the U.S.

DIRECTOR OF PARTY PUBLICATIONS: Liz Gordon

EDITOR Ray Bishop

ASSISTANT EDITOR: Michael Davisson

EDITOR. YOUNG SPARTACUS PAGES: Conor Kristofersen

CIRCULATION MANAGER: Susan Fuller

EDITORIAL BOARD Laura Zamora (managing editor), Francois Donau (production manager).

Blandine Hauser (letters editor), Bruce Andr6. Bonnte Brodie. Jon Brule, Ed Clarkson,

Paul Cone, George Foster. Walter Jennings, Elizabeth Johnson, Michael Joyce, Jane Kerrigan.

James Robertson. Joseph Seymour, Alan Wilde

The Spartacist League is the U.S. section of the International Communist League
(Fourth Internationalist).

tVorirsrs VanQuarc (ISSN 0276-0746) published biweekly, except skipping three alternate issues in June, July and
August (beginning with omitting the second issue In June) and skipping the last issue In December, by the Spartacist

Publishing Co . 299 Broadway, Suite 316, New York, NY 10007 Telephone (212) 732-7662 (Editorial), (212) 732-7661

(Business) Address alt correspondence to Box 1377 GPO. New York. NY 10116 E-mail address vanguard@tiac net

Domestic subscriptions $10 00/22 issues Periodicals postage paid at New York, NY. POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to Workers Vanguard. Box 1377 GPO. New York. NY 10116.

Opinions axprassad In signed articles or letters do not necessarity express the editorial viewpoint

The closing date tor news in this issue is May 27

No. 1047 30 May 2014

On Khmelnitsky,

Ukrainian Nationaiist icon
6 April 2014

Dear Comrades,

In the excerpt of his 1920 Baku Con-
gress speech printed in “Soviet Power
and the Liberation of Ukraine” (WV
No. 1042, 21 March). Bolshevik Party

member Mikhail Pavlovich stated: “All

the Cossack revolts, the whole struggle

of the Zaporozhian Camp, of Bogdan
Khmelnitsky, were fundamentally a fight

of the Ukrainian peasants against the

yoke of the Polish landowners, against the

Polonizers, the enemies of the Ukrainian

national language and Ukrainian culture.”

A Cossack nobleman. Khmelnitsky led

the Ukrainian uprising of 1648, uniting

Tatar cavalry regiments. Cossacks, peas-

ants and burghers against Polish domina-
tion. However, he has also gone down in

history as the commander of forces (hat

carried out ghastly anli-Jewish pogroms
that have come to be known as the Khmel-
nitsky massacre.

Following the defeat of Cossack and
peasant rebels in 1638, the Polish lords

had begun to intensify their exploitation

and oppression of the peasant masses,

instituting a system of serfdom that would

subjugate formerly unburdened peasants.

As a result, peasants were compelled to

provide their lords with three or four days

of work every week, perform personal

services for the landowners and pay a tax

to the royal treasury on their homes and

farm animals.

Meanwhile, the Polish szlachia (feu-

dal nobility) had resorted to the hated

continued on page II
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Free the NATO 3 Now!

ZUMA

May 2012: Cops assault protesters at Chicago demonstration against summit
of NATO imperialist war criminals.

Chicago
On April 25. Cook County judge Thad-

deus Wilson sentenced Jared Chase. Brent

Betterly and Brian Church to prison for

eight, six and five years respectively. The
three fell prey to a sting operation carried

out In the name of the bipartisan "war on

terror” after traveling to Chicago to join

protests against a May 2012 gathering of

NATO imperialist war criminals. Across

the country, “anti-terror” witchhunts have

increasingly become a club wielded by the

Feds and local cops in their efforts to quash

leftist political protest. All opponents of

capitalist inequality and the depredations

of U.S. imperialism as well as fighters for

black and immigrant rights have an interest

in demanding freedom for the NATO 3.

The young activists had been convicted

on February 7 on two frame-up felony

counts of possessing Molotov cocktails and

two misdemeanor “mob action” charges

in what was a chemically pure example

of police entrapment. Undercover agents

Nadia Chikko and Mehmet Uygun infil-

trated the Occupy group with whom the

defendants, who had driven up from Ror-

ida. were bunking. The agents provoca-

teurs hatched a plan, pushed it forward and

assembled some Molotov cocktails, goad-

ing and dragging along Betterly. Church

and Chase at every step. Despite two weeks

of intense surveillance, not a single piece of

evidence was produced linking the NATO
3 to the assembly of the Molotov cocktails,

as charged in the indictment.

In the lead-up to the NATO summit.

Democratic mayor Rahm Emanuel and

Police Superintendent Garry McCarthy
whipped up an atmosphere of hysteria

and unleashed a massive display of

police power to intimidate protesters (see

Marx and Engels Belong to

the Workers of the World
Lawrence & Wishart, the British pub-

lisher of the Collected Works of Karl

Marx and Friedrich Engels (MECW), has

compelled the Marxists Internet Archive

to remove free digital versions of this

50-volume treasure from its Web site. This

step is meant to further the publisher’s pur-

suit of private, profitable licenses with pay-

ing customers. In a particularly bitter and

ironic twist, the ax fell on the eve of May
Day. the international proletarian holiday.

Restricting free public access to writings

by the founders of the Marxist movement

is a blow to working people, students and

the oppressed at a time when a new gener-

ation is grappling with the inequalities and

irrationality of the capitalist system—from

Washington’s slashing of food stamps after

bailing out the banks to European Union/

IMF-imposed austerity against working

people in Greece.

Lawrence & Wishart. formerly associ-

ated with the British Communist Party,

complains that the left, which has howled

in protest against this move, would have

them commit “institutional suicide” rather

than make financial ends meet in a cap-

italist world. In fact, we buy their well-

translated and beautifully bound MECW
and hope they will someday have the

resources to bring out an index to this

vital trove of writings, But restricting pub-

lic access to Marxist writings is repre-

hensible and technologically as dim as a

ten-watt incandescent bulb. Scans of these

writings are out there in the world and

streaming faster than hooch in a gin joint

during Prohibition.

Lawrence & Wishart wrongly claim

that the public will still have access to the

MECW via university libraries. Working

people, the poor and the unemployed are

not exactly welcome to pad the hallowed

halls of academia, whether in the U.S..

Britain or elsewhere. Moreover, univer-

sity libraries are drastically cutting back

on subscriptions as the licensing costs

for digital publications are beyond the

grasp of all but the wealthiest enclaves of

bourgeois privilege. Huge profit margins

demanded by science publishers like Else-

vier impede the very collaboration that is

so vital to scientific advance. An annual,

online-only subscription to the Journal of

Comparative Neurology, for example, is

currently $30,860!

Lawrence & Wishart's action against

the Marxists Internet Archive recalls ear-

lier proprietary piggishness by the Amer-

ican Socialist Workers Party (SWP). The

SWP threatened legal action against the

Marxists Internet Archive in 2000 and

demanded removal of digital versions

of writings by Bolshevik leader Leon

Trotsky as well as SWP founding doc-

uments. including the early Trotskyist

organ Socialist Appeal. The publishing

preferences of the SWP, which long ago

repudiated Trotskyism, resemble a Third

Worldist book-of-the-month club. The
SWP nonetheless also claims ownership

of genuine Marxist writers like Trotsky

and founding American Trotskyist James

P. Cannon because it is deeply concerned

with cashing in on these works, which

should be disseminated as freely and

widely as possible.

Granted we live in a capitalist society

driven by the profit motive, but it is inform-

ative to look at the policies and practices

of the Bolsheviks, who saw further from

the heights of their conquest of state

power for the working people in the 1917

Russian October Revolution. The Third

(Communist) International was launched

to generalize the lessons of the Russian

experience and extend the gains of Octo-

ber through international socialist revo-

lution. The Comintern’s journal Interna-

tional Press Correspondence (known as

InPreCor) was translated and published in

several languages, and the words "Please

reprint" appeared over the masthead.

Later, the Soviet Union was behind the

effort to translate the MECW into English

and other languages, the project for which

Lawrence & Wishart was awarded its

copyright.

The Spartacist Publishing Company
is not proprietary about Workers Van-

guard or our other journals, and they are

available on the International Communist
League’s Web site (www.icl-fi.org). Books

and bulletins produced by the Prometheus

Research Library (the central archival

repository of the Central Committee of

Journal of early

Communist
International

encouraged
reprinting to

attain widest
possible

distribution

of Marxist
writings.
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"Defend Anti-NATO Protesters!” WV
No. 1003. 25 May 2012). The “Welcome

Wagon” offered by Emanuel. President

Obama’s former chief of staff, was cap-

tured in a YouTube video, posted by the

NATO 3 less than a week prior to their

arrest, that shows squad cars surround-

ing their vehicle. Invoking the police riot

against protesters at the 1968 Democratic

National Convention in Chicago, one cop

taunts them. “What did they say back in

’68?” Another cop replies: “Billy club to

the fucking skull.”

The NATO 3 are the first to ever be

charged with violating Illinois anti-terror

statutes, which were enacted after the

September 1 1 attacks on the World Trade

Center and the Pentagon. But. in a par-

tial setback to the state, the jury did not

buy the "conspiracy to commit terrorism”

charges. Calling the proceedings a “ter-

rorist show trial,” the NATO 3’s defense

team aptly noted that the stale's definition

of terrorism was so vague and broad that

it could include “labor strikes, peaceful

occupations and sit-ins, political protests

and boycotts." And “conspiracy” is what

the government uses to nail those it wants

to silence but cannot charge with demon-

strable criminal acts. Organizing against

slavery was “conspiratorial,” and labor

unions used to be considered illegal con-

spiracies in this country.

The conviction and draconian sen-

tences for these activists is a frontal at-

tack on the right of protest. The Partisan

Defense Committee has contributed to

their defense and urges WV readers to

do likewise. Donations can be made at

www.wepay.com/donations/freethenato3.

Editorial Note
the Spartacist League) are available in

free digital versions on the PRL’s Web site

(www.prl.org). The Prometheus Research

Library also promotes and practices archi-

val collaboration with the Marxists Inter-

net Archive, the Riazanov Library, the

Internet Archive and other libraries and

researchers to help make the most com-

plete history of the Marxist movement
available to the public. This includes

not only our own publications but also

our archives of the publications of other

tendencies in the international workers

movement.

We appreciate the wider public access

and search capabilities afforded by digital

versions of Marxist publications. But this

media form is no substitute for the print

editions of journals of record and works

of enduring value. We use. cherish and

preserve print publications and encourage

serious students of Marxism and fighters

for social change to buy subscriptions to

our press. We are proud of our history and

programmatic fidelity and offer for sale

indexed bound volumes of WV as well as

other publications of our party.

Anyone wishing to fight the ravages of

capitalism would do well to read the 1848

Communist Manifesto, in which Marx and

Engels addressed their bourgeois critics:

'in your existing society, private prop-

erly is already done away with for nine-

tenths of the population; its existence for

the few is solely due to its non-existence

in the hands of those nine-tenths. You
reproach us, therefore, with intending

to do away with a form of property, the

necessary condition for whose existence

is the non-existence of any properly for

the immense majority of society."

As they said of the “business” of revolu-

tionary politics: “In a word, you reproach

us with intending to do away with your

property. Precisely so; that is just what

we intend."

Moving?
To receive Workers Vanguard

without interruption please let us
know at least three weeks before

you move. Send your new and
old address to:

Spartacist Publishing Co.

Box 1377 GPO
New York. NY 10116
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China: Bureaucratic Cancer Gnaws at Workers State

Workers Must Sweep Away

CCP Tops, Princelings
Last November, Zhou Yongkang, a for-

mer member of the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) Political Bureau, was placed

under house arrest in a corruption investi-

gation. As head of China's domestic secu-

rity apparatus before his retirement. Zhou

had overseen a government department

with a massive budget. After assets worth

at least $14.5 billion were confiscated

Why China Is

Not Capitalist

from Zhou’s family members and associ-

ates, the New Yorker (2 April) observed:

“Chinese civil servants and their associ-

ates seem to have accrued a nest egg that

is somewhat larger than the gross national

product of Albania."

On March 31. Lieutenant General Gu
Junshan, former deputy chief of the Gen-

eral Logistics Department of the People’s

Liberation Army, was charged with brib-

ery, embezzlement and abuse of power.

Gu has been accused of using his control

over procurement of housing, infrastruc-

ture and supply contracts for China's 2.3

million-strong armed forces to amass a

fortune for himself and his family, includ-

ing real estate holdings, art work and lux-

ury items like a solid gold statue of Chair-

man Mao, founding leader of the People's

Republic of China.

On April 19, Song Lin. chairman of

China Resources, was sacked over accu-

sations that he misused $1.6 billion in

funds, took bribes and laundered money
through his mistress, a senior investment

banker at the Hong Kong office of the

Swiss bank UBS. China Re.sources is one

of China’s largest state-owned enterprises

with more than $120 billion in assets.

These are just a few choice examples of

the massive corruption at the top of the

workers state established with the 1949

Chinese Revolution. As top CCP bureau-

crats continue to enrich themselves, many
of their offspring have parlayed their

privileged social position into places

among the entrepreneurial elite. In a 2012

investigation into the descendants of top

CCP officials. Bloomberg News traced

the fortunes of 103 heirs of the "Eight

Immortals" of the CCP who rose to polit-

ical power in the period following Mao’s
death in 1976. Among these "princelings”

were 43 who had transformed themselves

into capitalists in the space created by

the regime’s “market reforms." gaining

private ownership of factories, invest-

ment firms and real estate ventures. Some
launched joint ventures with foreign com-
panies; others took executive posts in for-

eign investment banks.

Bloomberg noted that "the lifestyle of

some members of the third generation

tracks that of the global affluent class

—

people who were their schoolmates in

Swiss. British and U.S. boarding schools"

(“Heirs of Mao’s Comrades Rise as New
Capitalist Nobility." 26 December 2012).

Having rubbed shoulders at elite prep

schools and universities with the scions

of the American and European capitalist

rulers, the princelings were positioned to

serve as intermediaries for world impe-
rialism in China. This was not lost on

JPMorgan Chase and other top Ameri-

can investment banks, which got some

bad press at home for hiring the relatives

of well-connected Chinese officials as

a means to open doors for their invest-

ments in mainland China.

The overthrow of capitalist rule in 1949

laid the basis for a planned, collectivized

economy that led to enormous social

gains for the worker and peasant masses.

But that revolution, carried out by a peas-

ant guerrilla army, was deformed from its

inception by the rule of the CCP bureauc-

racy. which based itself on the model of

the Soviet Union under Stalin. More than

six decades later, the bureaucratic cancer

is increasingly gnawing away at the fabric

of the workers state, fostering a domestic

base for counterrevolution and undermin-

ing the defense of China against the U.S..

Japan and other imperialist powers.

Defend China!
For Workers Political Revolution!

The development on the Chinese main-

land of a class of bourgeois entrepreneurs

and a well-heeled urban petty bourgeoi-

sie. along with the ever-present corrup-

tion in the CCP officialdom, are taken by

most leftists as proof that the country has

reverted to capitalism. Voicing a question

that our comrades frequently hear, one

reader of WV wrote us last year asking:

“You at the Sparlacist League hold China

as a deformed workers' state and regard

it as not capitalist. Explain to me why
China, a ‘socialist stale’, has such a high

Gini index, higher than dozens of capitalist

countries?” Commonly used by bourgeois

economists, the Gini index measures the

extent of inequality in income or consump-

tion expenditure in particular countries.

China is not a capitalist society. There

is. indeed, a nascent capitalist class, tied to

the imperialists by economic interest and

to many CCP leaders by blood. But while

this layer poses a grave potential danger

of capitalist restoration, it does not hold

state power. China remains a bureaucrat-

ically deformed workers state akin to the

former Soviet degenerated workers slate

and to Vietnam. Cuba. North Korea and

Laos today. Each of these societies was or

is based on collectivized properly forms.

The Stalinist bureaucracy is not a

class—i.e.. a social stratum with its own
unique relation to the means of produc-

tion—but a parasitic caste occupying an

unstable position atop the workers state.

In China, many CCP officials lake advan-

tage of their administrative positions,

skimming funds and receiving gifts for

favors and acting as middlemen for the

imperialists. Yet the bureaucracy is at

limes compelled to defend the workers

slate in its own way, whether out of con-

cern to maintain its own privileges or to

ward off working-class revolt.

Xinhua

Former CCP politburo member Zhou
Yongkang (top) and Song Lin, for-

mer chairman of large state-owned
enterprise, targets of anti-corruption
probe.

The state controls foreign trade and reg-

ulates capital markets and currency, with

credit determined primarily according to

quotas, not by the market. The core of

the economy remains collectivized, with

state-owned enterprises controlling 90
percent of assets in oil. electricity, com-
munications and other key sectors. There

is a CCP cell with the power to veto deci-

sions in every private company, includ-

ing foreign-owned operations. While the

government has opened the door wide to

capitalist investment and market forces, it

maintains strict controls over the capital-

ist class, which is prevented from organiz-

ing political parties and is subject to strict

censorship. This, of course, also applies

to the working class: the CCP would see

its legitimacy challenged by the develop-

ment of any workers movement outside its

control.

Despite bureaucratic deformation, the

Chinese workers slate testifies to the supe-

riority of a collectivized economy over

capitalist production for profit. The 1949

Revolution in short order led to huge gains

for workers, peasants, women and all the

downtrodden. Since then, China has gone
from a backward, peasant country to a

majority-urban one capable of landing a

lunar rover. Notwithstanding the yawning
gap between rich bureaucrats and prince-

lings on the one hand and the working class

and peasants on the other, more than 600
million people were lifted out of poverty

in the last three decades. The population

on average now eats six times more meal
than in 1976, and 100 million people have

exchanged bicycles for automobiles. Hav-

ing done away with guaranteed medical

care in implementing “market reforms,”

the regime has spent the equivalent of

$180 billion on improving health care since

2009. Now 99 percent of the rural popu-

lation, including migrant workers, have

access to basic health insurance.

Compare these gains to the unspeakable

misery and despair that define life for the

hundreds of millions of urban and rural

poor in India: This is the short answer to

lho.se ostensible socialists who portray

China as capitalist or irrevocably on that

road. It is also a starkly clear argument for

our Trotskyist program of unconditional

military defense of China and the other

Reuters photos

Top: Striking workers at world’s largest shoe factory, Guangdong province,
April 18. Bottom: Wealthy district caters to bureaucracy, bourgeois entrepre-
neurs in Beijing.
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deformed workers stales against imperial-

ism and domestic counterrevolution.

In the past quarter alone, as the cap-

italist world remained mired in stagna-

tion, the Chinese economy expanded
by 7.4 percent, on top of many years of

remarkable development. However, Chi-

na's explosive economic growth, impres-

sive as it is, is not a harbinger of steady

progress toward socialism—a society of

material abundance based on the highest

level of technology and resources. The
all-round modernization and development

of China, including its rural hinterland,

require the aid of proletarian revolution in

the advanced capitalist -countries, which
will set the stage for a globally integrated

and planned socialist economy. The CCP
bureaucracy, whose program is based on
the nationalist Stalinist dogma of build-

ing “socialism in one country," has always

opposed this perspective.

Today, CCP spokesmen claim that

China is far along the road to becoming
a global economic “superpower" by the

mid 21sl century. This view ignores the

economic vulnerabilities of China in its

relations with the world capitalist market

and the implacable hostility of the impe-

rialist bourgeoisies, above all the U.S. rul-

ing class. Further, it ignores the internal

instability of Chinese society. With an

enormous divide between corrupt govern-

ment officials, capitalist entrepreneurs and

privileged petty bourgeois on one side and

the hundreds of millions of proletarians

—

in both state-owned and private enter-

prises—and poor peasants on the other.

China has for years experienced a high

level of strikes and social protest against

the consequences of bureaucratic misrule.

This ferment points to the potential

for a proletarian political revolution that

will sweep away the Stalinist regime and

replace it with the rule of workers and

peasants councils (soviets). As Bolshevik

leader Leon Trotsky wrote in the 1938

Transitional Program, the founding pro-

grammatic statement of the Fourth Inter-

national. in regard to the Soviet Union:

“Either the bureaucracy, becoming ever

more the organ of the world bourgeoi-

sie in the workers’ state, will overthrow

the new forms of property and plunge

the country back into capitalism; or the

working class will crush the bureaucracy

and open the way to socialism."

Parasites and Princelings

The CCP bureaucracy is beset by enor-

mous contradictions. Although it zeal-

ously guards its privileges, it does not

own the means of production or have at its

disposal alt the methods of social control

that a ruling capitalist class possesses. Its

power stems from its political monopoly

of the government apparatus. Trotsky’s

explanation of the material roots of the

Soviet Stalinist regime in The Revolution

Betrayed (1936) applies with full force to

China:

“The basis of bureaucratic rule is the

poverty of society in objects of con-

sumption. with the resulting struggle of
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each against all. When there are enough
goods in a store, the purcha.sers can
come whenever they want to. When there

are few goods, the purchasers are com-
pelled to stand in line. When the lines

are very long, it is necessary to appoint

a policeman to keep order. Such is the

starting point of the power of the Soviet

bureaucracy- It 'knows' who is to gel

something and who has to wait."

Observing that the bureaucracy’s “ap-

propriation of a vast share of the national

income has the character of social para-

sitism," Trotsky wrote:

“To the extent that, in contrast to a decay-

ing capitalism, it develops the productive

forces, it is preparing the economic basis

of socialism. To the extent that, for the

benefit of an upper stratum, it carries to

more and more extreme expression bour-

geois norms of distribution, it is preparing

a capitalist restoration. This contradiction

between forms of property and norms of

distribution cannot grow indefinitely.

Either the bourgeois norms must in one

form or another spread to the means of

production, or. conversely, the norms of

distribution must be brought into cor-

respondence with the socialist properly

system.”

As in Stalin's USSR, while the CCP
bureaucrats and their princeling off-

lions of dollars doled out to the corporate

bosses of failing banks and automakers

in the U.S.

After he came into office in 2013,

Chinese president Xi Jinping launched

a campaign for the “thorough cleanup"

of corruption in the CCP. According to

the CCP’s Central Commission for Dis-

cipline Inspection, more than 180.000

party officials were punished for corrup-

tion and abuse of power last year, with

31 senior leaders investigated. No doubt

political maneuvering plays a role here:

Purged official Zhou Yongkang is known
as a factional opponent of Xi. and there

is a CCP tradition reaching back to Mao
of using anti-corruption campaigns to get

rid of rivals.

The Xi government also aims to help

stabilize Chinese society by reining in

the ostentatious flaunting of wealth and

privilege. Xi's campaign has included a

crackdown on luxury spending. In Janu-

ary, high-end clubs in public parks in Bei-

jing. Hangzhou. Changsha and Nanjing

were closed, with a government statement

declaring: “The buildings should be used

to provide services for the general public

Tiananmen Square, Beijing, May 1989; Chinese workers march in support of

student protesters. Official corruption and effects of “market reforms” stoked
workers' anger.

spring feed off state resources, they

chafe under the legal restrictions placed

on private wealth. Capturing an aspect

of this phenomenon, the Financial Times

(28 November 2012) wrote. "The fact

that property rights cannot be taken for

granted means that capital flight has also

become an issue." including money sailed

away in offshore tax havens. Another con-

duit is the channeling of funds through

relatives living abroad. According to an

internal report by the CCP's Organiza-

tion Department. 76 percent of the senior

executives in China’s 120 flagship state-

owned companies have immediate fam-

ily members who live overseas or hold

foreign passports. In a New York Times

(II May) opinion piece. Chinese author

Yu Hua reported how corrupt officials are

prone to hiding their money rather than

depositing it in banks for fear of its dis-

covery. Among the well-known cases are

one who stashed 25 million yuan in safe

deposit boxes, another who hid his cash

in cardboard boxes in the bathroom of his

apartment and a third who used a hollow

tree, a latrine and other places.

Of the 500 protests, riots and strikes

estimated to take place everyday in China,

many are sparked by anger at profiteer-

ing officials who are ostensibly devoted

to communist ideals. One response of the

regime is to cover up the extent to which

the workers slate's resources have been

diverted for the use of these parasites. In

its 2012 investigation, Bloomberg noted

that state controls over the media and

Internet help cloak the business dealings

of bureaucrats and princelings from view,

while public documents often obscure the

culprits by using multiple names in Man-
darin. Cantonese and English. A mouth-

piece of finance capital. Bloomberg News
well knows that such practices pale in

comparison to the looting by the ruling

classes of capitalist countries, as seen

several years ago in the hundreds of bil-

ralher than the privileged few” (Xmhua,

17 January). Officials have been banned

from hosting elaborate banquets and mil-

itary license plates are no longer allowed

on luxury cars. Such a campaign is sim-

ply inconceivable in the U.S., where the

“right" of the capitalist ruling class to its

obscene wealth, and to dispose of it at

will, is enshrined in law.

A particular focus of Xi’s anti-corruption

drive has been the waste, fraud, nepotism

and buying and selling of rank that under-

mine military effectiveness. Soon after

taking office, Xi placed blame for the col-

lapse of the Soviet Union in part on the

loss of control of the armed forces by the

Kremlin under Mikhail Gorbachev. Xi’s

cleanup has included antigraft measures,

audits and criticism sessions; enlarged

drills to upgrade “battle readiness"; and

contentious plans to reform the military’s

bloated and outmoded structure.

In our defense of China, we support the

development of an effective and advanced

military. However. Xi is himself the leader

of the bureaucratic regime that endangers

the workers state by its utopian pursuit of

“peaceful coexistence” with imperialism.

The imperialists aim for nothing less than

the overthrow of the People’s Republic of

China and the reconquest of the main-

land for their untrammeled exploitation.

To this end. they employ both economic

and military pressure—the latter seen, for

example, in the Obama administration’s

“pivot” toward Asia and U.S./Japan mil-

itary provocations in the East China Sea.

The Spectre of Tiananmen

China at the time of its revolution was
qualitatively poorer and more backward

than even tsarist Russia at the time of the

Bolshevik-led workers revolution in Octo-

ber 1917. The Bolsheviks under Lenin and

Trotsky's leadership knew that such back-

wardness could not be overcome without

the extension of proletarian revolution

to the advanced industrial countries.

This understanding is utterly alien to the

Stalinist perspective of "socialism in one

country." a false ideology embraced by

the CCP bureaucracy from Mao Zedong

to Xi Jinping.

Inequality in China began to grow rap-

idly in the aftermath of Mao's Cultural

Revolution, a bitter intra-bureaucratic

struggle launched in 1966 that threw

economic and social life into chaos. Hav-

ing benefited from Soviet aid in the first

decade after the 1949 Revolution. China

increasingly pursued economic autarchy

after the Chinese and Soviet bureaucra-

cies fell out. By the early 1970s, Beijing

had treacherously struck an alliance

with U.S. imperialism against the Soviet

Union, which Mao castigated as “social

imperialist.”

Maintaining its own privileges, the

bureaucracy under Mao promoted a

model of “egalitarianism” that amounted

to generalized want among the masses,

based on China's still backward indus-

trial base. When they took the reins after

Mao’s death, the Eight Immortals led by

Deng Xiaoping resorted to the whip of

the market to increase economic produc-

tivity. With Western and Japanese impe-

rialist and offshore Chinese concerns

invited to invest in designated sections of

the mainland, the economy regained its

feet, but at the price of greatly increased

inequality and the growth of pre-

capitalist forces within China.

Twenty-five years ago. popular anger

over inflation, official corruption, the rise

of the princelings and the bureaucracy’s

stifling political control erupted in mass

protests centered on Beijing's Tiananmen

Square. In April 1989, a group of students

from Beijing University laid a wreath in

the square in honor of Hu Yaobang, who
at the lime of his death shortly before was

regarded as relatively open to student pro-

test and as one of the rare CCP officials

not to be corrupt. By the time of Hu's

funeral a week later, a mass student pro-

test had assembled and begun to draw in

contingents of workers. While sections of

the student protesters looked to Western-

style capitalist democracy, the protests

were dominated by the singing of the

Internationale—the international work-

ers anthem—and other expressions of

pro-socialist consciousness. The protests

were transformed into a mass working-

class outpouring against the bureaucracy

and the effects of its “market reforms."

For almost two months, the government

was unable to curb the protests, which

developed into an incipient political rev-

olution. Workers organized their own
defense guards. Even the police were join-

ing the demonstrations, a clear reflection

of the class difference between a workers

state and a capitalist state. The first army

unit called in to crush the demonstrations

refused to do so as workers fraternized

with soldiers. Not only enlisted men but

also elements of the military brass and

some of the regime tops came down on

the side of the protesters—a manifestation

continued on page 6
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Ankara, Turkey, May 19: Demonstration in solidarity with Soma miners
demands resignation of Erdogan.

Turkey...
(continuedfrom page 1}

Erdogan's deputy chief of staff Yusuf
Yerkel was caught on video viciously

kicking a protester who was being held

on the ground by two riot cops.

Mass protest with a heavy working-

class component also broke out in Istan-

bul, Ankara. Izmir and cities in the east

and southeast largely populated by the

oppressed Kurdish national minority. On
May 15. the Confederation of Progres-

sive Trade Unions (DISK), the Confeder-

ation of Public Workers Unions and other

unions held a 24-hour strike. Tbrks and

Kurds living in the European imperialist

centers have also mobilized in .solidar-

ity with the Soma miners. On May 24.

some 50.000 people in Cologne. Germany,

marched against Erdogans visit to the city.

In Turkey, the government unleashed

massive repression once people took to the

-Streets. Tear gas. water cannons and rub-

ber bullets were fired against protesters,

many of whom were arrested. In Izmir.

Kani Beko. the 61-year-old DISK leader,

was hospitalized after riot police attacked

strikers. Eight workers at Okmeydani
Hospital in Istanbul were fired for join-

ing the May 15 strike. A week later, police

killed a bystander while firing into the air

to disperse a demonstration in a working-

class district of Istanbul.

A de facto state of emergency exists in

Soma. The government brought in heav-

ily armed police commando units and

has cordoned off the city, ringing it with

checkpoints at a distance of roughly 18

miles to bar anyone it does not want to

enter. Demonstrations are banned, and
local police and AKP members have

warned residents not to express public

opposition to the government.

In a move to diffuse the widespread

anger, the government has made a show of

arresting three dozen people in connection

with the explosion. As of May 21. eight

company executives were still in custody,

including the general manager as well as

the CEO of the Soma mine, who is the

son of the owner. Alp Gurkan. the owner,

remains free. The AKP has also allowed

an opposition bill that bans subcontract-

ing—a central demand of the protesters—
to inch forward in parliament, safe in the

knowledge that it can be blocked later.

Privatizations and the
European Union

Just two weeks before the Soma disaster,

the bourgeois Republican People’s Party

opposition had proposed a parliamentary

inquiry into safety conditions at the mine
following reports of accidents. The gov-

ernment rejected this proposal, with one

of its deputies declaring that "God will-

ing." there would be no accidents, “not

even a nosebleed.” Nine months ago. the

government's energy minister praised the

safety measures in the Soma mines.

Capitalist mine owners everywhere
have always cut corners to maximize their

profits at the expense of safety. Witness

the Upper Big Branch mine in West Vir-

ginia. the site of an explosion that killed

29 miners in 2010. Such preventable disas-

ters happen because the capitalists won't

spend money on technology that can min-
imize the inherent risks of mining. Where

real measure.s of protection for miners do

exist, they were won through hard class

struggle and union organizing campaigns.

Although state ownership under capi-

talism is no panacea, privatization of the

mines, including Soma in 2005. has led

to a sharp deterioration in conditions. In

a May 14 account in Hiirriyet Daily News,
Dev Maden-Sen mining union chairman

Tayfun Gdrgun summed up: "Accidents

exploded when these fields were given

to the private sector.... Security measures
have been put on the back burner to reduce

costs." The level of cost reduction at Soma
has been astounding. In a 2012 interview

with Hiirriyet, Gurkan claimed that the

cost of production had been driven down
from $130 per ton to only $24. For the

capitalists, workers’ lives aren’t a factor

in the calculus of profit.

The Western imperialists helped spur

the series of privatizations overseen by
the Erdogan regime in Tlirkey over the

last decade. The IMF demanded the

handing off of state-owned industries as

a condition of its 2001 bailout of Thrkey.

then being racked by a banking crisis.

After it came to power in 2002. Erdo-

gan’s AKP enthusiastically embraced the

IMF plan. The year before Soma was pri-

vatized. the European Union (EU) made
acceleration of privatizations a condition

for Turkey's move toward membership,
which Erdogan was pushing as the road

to economic prosperity.

This is a cruel hoax. The EU is an impe-

rialist cartel whose purpose is to tighten

the screws on European workers and to act

as a tool for the larger powers, particularly

Germany, to exploit weaker, dependent

capitalist states. These days, the ongoing,

grinding economic crisis in the EU has

somewhat taken the gloss off member-
ship. In any case, it is highly unlikely that

the racist EU overlords would ever admit
T\irkey. a large, overwhelmingly Muslim
country, into their club.

For its part, the Obama administration

has praised Erdogan for his economic
"reforms” and looks to him to "nurture

a predictable investment environment.”

Turkey is also an important part of the

imperialist NATO alliance and a staunch

supporter of Washington’s crusade against

Iran. Furthermore, it has provided a nerve

China...
(continuedfrom page 5)

of the nature of the bureaucracy as a brit-

tle caste. The regime finally found loyal

units and used them to crush the uprising,

marked by the massacre of mainly work-

ing people in Beijing on June 3-4. Mass
strikes broke out in protest and at least 80
cities throughout China were caught up in

the turmoil.

Crucially missing in May-June 1989

was an authentically communist—i.e.,

Leninist-Tnitskyist—workers party, which
would have fought to lead the workers to

political power. Having regained control,

the bureaucracy lashed out not mainly at

students but at the proletariat. Arrested
workers were paraded through the streets

and many were shot.

Corruption, profiteering, political re-

pression. inequality: 25 years later, the

scourges that drove students and workers
to pmtest en masse are back with renewed
force. At the same time, economic growth
has drawn new layers of the population
into the working class. Migrants from the
countryside have flocked to manufacturing
and light industrial jobs in urban areas,
where they are subject to systematic dis-
crimination, Meanwhile, renewed invest-
ment in state-owned industry has strength-
ened the economic position of workers in

center for U.S. intelligence operations

against Syria and acted as a conduit for fun-

neling arms to fundamentalist-dominated

anti-Assad forces.

Erdogan Regime Shaken

The mass protests in the wake of the

Soma disaster were evocative of the

months-long protests last year in Istan-

bul. Those protests—triggered by govern-

ment plans for a building project in Gezi

Park near Taksim Square—reflected the

deep resentment of younger elements in

the better-educated urban middle classes

toward Erdogan's regime. Fueling this

discontent were^government attempts to

tighten "moral rules.” including restric-

tions on the sale of alcohol and ongoing

assaults on the rights of women and gays.

Some workers from the politically divided

trade-union movement joined the protests,

as did Kurdish organizations. The govern-

ment was able to crush the protest move-

ment through brutal repression. Over

8,000 were injured and untold numbers

arrested.

In contrast, the ongoing Soma protests

are centered on the working class, which

has real social power based on its ability

to cut off the flow of profits by withhold-

ing labor. Unlike last year’s protests, the

focal point of the protests is in the rural

Anatolian heartland of the AKP. Since the

AKP’s base is devoutly religious. Erdogan

has played to these beliefs in his bid to

pacify the miners' families and stifle the

protests. For instance, the prime minis-

ter referred to the dead miners as "mar-

tyrs” and sent dozens of Muslim clerics

to Soma.

Preventing atrocities like Soma is

directly linked to the fight against ex-

ploitation and oppression, which requires

the proletariat to mobilize in its own
interests. To this end. the leadership of a

Leninist vanguard party is vital. Such a

party, forged from advanced workers and

revolutionary intellectuals, would fight to

break the working class from religious

reaction and all forms of nationalism. In

particular, it would champion the right to

Kurdish self-determination, embodied in

the call for a Socialist Republic of United

Kurdi.stan.

The International Communist League
seeks to link the struggles of workers in

Turkey to their class brothers and sisters

in the imperialist countries, especially

Germany, where the proletariat contains

significant Turkish- and Kurdish-derived

elements. Only international workers rev-

olution can ensure that the resources of the
earth are extracted for the good of human-
ity rather than the bank accounts of the

capitalists and with the health and safety

of miners and other workers primary,

that sector. Due to combative struggle by
workers and a shortage of labor, wages
have risen dramatically. In a recent display

of workers’ militancy. 10,000 employees of
the Yue Yuen shoe factory in the southern
city of Dongguan went on strike on April

14 demanding that the Taiwanese company
pay the lull amount of legally mandated
social security and housing compensa-
tion. Strikers returned to work following a

combination of company and government
promises and repression.

The devastation wreaked by capitalist

counterrevolution in the Soviet Union and
East Europe is not lost on the Chinese
proletariat, which has the power and the

objective interest to sweep away bureau-
cratic misrule. As we wrote in Part One of
"China's ‘Market Reforms': A Trotskyist

Analysis" {WV No. 874. 4 August 2006):
"At some point, likely when bourgeois
elements in and around the bureaucracy
move to eliminate CCP political power,
the multiple explosive social tensions of
Chinese society will shatter the political

structure of the ruling bureaucratic caste.

And when that happens the fate of the

most populous country on earth will be
starkly posed; either proletarian political

revolution to open the road to socialism
or a return to capitalist enslavement and
imperialist subjugation."

Victory for the workers in that conflict

will require the leadership of a revolution-

ary workers party, a Chinese section of a

reforged Fourth Intcrnaiional.B
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Erdogan’s
deputy chief

of staff Yusuf
Yerkel caught
viciously kicking
a protester

during official

visit to Soma.
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Young Spartacus

For Free, Quality, Integrated Education for All!

Racist Bigotry and
Liberal Nostrums at UCLA

On February 10. black siudenls at

Ihe University of California Los Angeles

(UCLA) School of Law published a video

talking about their isolation there, with

only 33 black students in a class of roughly

1.100. Shortly after the video was released,

one student received a note telling her to

"Stop being a sensitive n—r.” and fly-

ers and posters of the Black Law Student

Association were ripped down. This racist

backlash to even modest complaints about

the segregation of higher education is no

aberration, but only part of the barrage

of assaults, provocations and humilia-

tions that students at UCLA have been

subjected to over the past several years.

In 1996, California's racist Proposition

209 banned all affirmative action across

the stale. Since then, tuition has skyrock-

eted over 350 percent, pricing black and

working-class youth out of the Univer-

sity of California campuses. In the five

years after Proposition 209 passed, black

undergraduate enrollment at UC Berkeley

plunged 27 percent. Earlier this year. Cal-

ifornia's proposed Senate Constitutional

Amendment No. 5 (SCA 5). which would

have repealed the portions of Proposition

209 prohibiting affirmative action in pub-

lic education, was killed in the California

legislature, preventing voters from taking

it up. The defeat of SCA 5 and the U.S.

Supreme Court’s decision last month

that further decimated affirmative action

nationwide are the latest attempts to evis-

cerate all that is left of one of the mini-

mal gains of the civil rights movement. As
we explained in “Supreme Court Knifes

Affirmative Action. Again” (IVV No.

1045. 2 May 2014):

Ronald Robertson

Above; Rally

against lack of

diversity at UCLA
School of Law
in February.
Left: UCLA
students protest
reactionary report

that called for

fewer black and
Latino admissions,
October 2012.

“In the face of racist attack, the rem-
nants of affirmative action should be

defended. But even at its height, this

tokenistic measure never made a dent in

the deep-seated oppression of the mass
of the black and Latino population. Now.
as public education funding is slashed,

tuition costs explode and families drown
in debt, the lop stale and private cam-
puses are becoming even whiter and
more elite.”

Especially in the wake of the economic

crisis, the bourgeoisie increasingly consid-

ers the mass of black people in the inner

cities to be a surplus population, no longer

needed as the "last hired, first fired.” In this

context, racist pigs have been increasingly

emboldened to threaten and harass those

tew students from minority groups left on

campus, and black people in particular.

Recent controversies have brought to

light the depth of racial bigotry that per-

vades UCLA. In July 2013. UCLA finally

settled a lawsuit with Dr. Christian Head,

a black surgeon at the medical school who
was subjected to a grotesque series of racist

slurs, including a slideshow featuring his

head Photoshopped onto a gorilla. In Octo-

ber. the administration released a report

detailing the ways in which minority fac-

ulty members felt under the gun, with the

usual tepid promises of more “education

and training" in the future. The next month.

Sy Stokes, a junior at UCLA, produced a

YouTbbe video "The Black Bruins” detail-

ing UCLA's low black enrollment—with

fewer than .50 black males in the incoming

class of freshmen. This video touched a

nerve, with over two million views to dale.

A few days later, minority students in the

Spartacus Youth Club Class Series
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Graduate School of Education organized

an in-class teach-in. responding to what

they described as “microaggressions.”

supposedly innocuous racist actions and

comments.

Demonstrating exactly what these stu-

dents were protesting, students at the

UCLA School of Law then paraded

around campus in T-shirts they had made

up for a softball competition reading

“Team Sander." Richard Sander, a while

professor at the school, is notorious for

his vile books and research claiming

affirmative action is bad for black stu-

dents. and for a 2012 report he released

claiming that UCLA somehow surrepti-

tiously practices affirmative action sim-

ply because it is still accepting more black

students than he thinks it should. Accord-

ing to one report, black students placed

in Sander's class wore told by the admin-

istration to suck it up and “channel our

anger/emoiiuns into 'proving his research

wrong’ and performing well," and now,

black students simply aren't placed into

his classes ("Racists' T-Shirts on Cam-
pus? Only if You Bother to Think About

It," abovethelaw.com. 22 November 2013).

This is not just about one or two

overtly and obviously racist "incidents.”

but an atmosphere in which the few

minorities that remain are pervasively

treated as outsiders who don't belong.

After Sander published his 2012 report.

UCLA’s student paper, the Daily Bruin.

ran a reactionary opinion column urging

the university to “rethink” its admissions

policy. At a rally held by minority stu-

dents in response, the cry was rightfully

raised. "How close to zero do they want

us to get?”

It is precisely this sort of climate that

fosters outright racist violetrce. In one

case, from August to October of 2013, a

black student at San Jose Slate Univer-

sity was terrorized by Nazi-loving dorm
males who wrote racial slurs and hung a

Confederate flag in their common space,

then assaulted him, forcing a bike lock

around his neck. Other students inter-

viewed about this said that these were

simply “college pranks.”

Capitalist Divide and Rule

In early February, a flyer was delivered

to Asian student groups at UCLA and Uni-

versity of Southern California (USC), in

racist phony "black" English and adorned

with a Nazi flag, declaring (among other

things) that "asian C--ls are RACIST!
They only Date Honkie white boy!” What-

ever its origins, this unhinged sexist, rac-

ist rant, written against Asians and in a

"black” voice, was a clear provocation. It

also intersected the debate over SCA 5.

A contributing factor in the amend-
ment's defeat was a massive lobbying

campaign spearheaded largely by con-

servative Asian groups, resulting in three *
senators with heavily Asian constituen-

cies withdrawing their support, on the

utterly false grounds that affirmative

action constitutes anti-Asian discrimina-

tion. In fact, the very ruling class that has

attacked affirmative action is responsible

for hideous’ crimes against Asians, such

as the mass incarceration of Japanese

Americans during World War II under

liberal icon. President Franklin Roosevelt.

Under the conditions of decaying Amer-
ican capitalism, (he ruling capitalist class

seeks to pit each against all, forcing dif-

ferent sectors of the oppressed to claw at

one another as though they were starved

dogs tossed only a scrap from the master's

table (see letter, page 11). For example,

immigrants are taught that black people

are themselves responsible for the hor-

rendous conditions of life in the ghettos,

while blacks are encouraged to believe

that any gains for immigrants come at

their expense.

While we have always defended the

gains won for minorities, no matter

how minimal, our program is for free,

quality, integrated education for all!

For open admissions, no tuition and a

state-paid living stipend! These demands
cut against the capitalist rulers' use of

affirmative action to set whiles against

minorities, and Asians against blacks.

The vast majority of working-class stu-

dents of all races, especially black people,

are excluded from the best institutions of

higher learning. The capitalists and their

agents run the education system to serve

their interests, including propagating

bourgeois ideology and training the next

generation of administrators, CEOs, mil-

itary officers and Dr. Strangeloves of U.S.

imperialism. The working class is to get

just enough education so the capitalists

can extract profit from its labor power,

continued on page 9
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Reuters

Gujarat massacre, April 2002: Burnt remains
of Muslln\s in Ambasana village. Hindu mobs
organized by Modi’s BJP burned down homes
and killed hundreds in anti-Muslim pogrom.

India...
(continuedfrom page i)

existence to merge in the Hindu race, or

may stay in the country, wholly subordi-

nated to the Hindu nation, claiming noth-

ing, deserving no privileges, far less any

preferential treatment—not even citizen’s

rights.”

Modi’s well-funded PR machine has

worked overtime to prettify his ideology

and sweep his dirty deeds under the rug.

Based on his promises to develop indus-

try and create jobs on the model of his

home state of Gujarat. Modi’s campaign

attracted in particular a considerable

number of votes from youth in a country

where the median age is 27 years. Even

though his electoral support went beyond

his right-wing Hindu constituency, the

victory of an openly communalist party

will mean intensified communalist terror,

particularly against Muslims, who make
up nearly 15 percent of the population.

The BJP’s glorification of Hindutva will

also fuel a reactionary backlash against

women—both in the villages, where

caste oppression legitimizes rape of dalit

(“untouchable”) women by higher-caste

men. and in the cities, where women who
work outside the home or wear Western

clothes are considered fair game due to

their lack of “modesty.”

Communal Slaughter
and Capitalist Rule

In India, where capitalist development

is belated and constrained by Imperialist

subjugation, the weak national bourgeoi-

sie is dependent on its imperialist mas-

ters—yesterday the British, today mainly

the U.S.—and above all fears its “own”
working class. The communal bloodlet-

ting that is pervasive in India is not some
inevitable condition of the country but a

legacy of British colonialism. In keeping

with their finely honed practice of “divide

and conquer,” the British rulers instituted

separate Hindu and Muslim electorates

and recruited troops for their Indian

Army primarily from among the Muslims

and upper-caste Sikhs of the northwest.

Born in the all-sided communal slaugh-

ter that accompanied the 1947 partition

of the subcontinent, the Indian capitalist

state was founded on Hindu chauvinism

as well as caste oppression. Indian secu-

rity forces have long enjoyed a license

to kill, torture and rape in Kashmir, the

country’s only majority Muslim state.

In 2002. a BJP-led government brought

India to the brink of war with Pakistan

over Kashmir (see “All Indian, Pakistani

Troops Out! Kashmir; Flash Point for

War.” WV No. 783, 14 June 2002). Indian

Muslims live under suspicion of sympa-
thies for Pakistan; some Muslims have

been imprisoned for years without trial on
the flimsiest accusations of “terrorism.”

The BJP was catapulted to center stage

nationally in the late 1980s and early ’90s;

it went from two parliamentary seats in

1984 to 120 seats in 1991. This period

was marked by a resurgence of religious

and social reaction not only in India but

internationally. A key event was the war
in Afghanistan waged by CIA-backed
Islamic fundamentalists after Soviet mili-

tary forces were invited into that country by

its modernizing left-nationalist government

in December 1979. The withdrawal of the

Red Army from Afghanistan and the sub-

sequent counterrevolutionary destruction of

the Soviet Union in 1991-92 encouraged the

growth of reactionary forces everywhere.

In India, there was a marked rightward

shift in bourgeois politics at that time. The
Congress regime in 1991 began to priva-

tize state-owned industry and consolidate

free trade zones while easing restrictions

on foreign investment and opening Indian

markets to imported products. Mean-
while, the BJP achieved further prom-

inence through its association with the

violent attacks on Muslims that followed

the destruction of the Babri Mosque in

Ayodhya in 1992 by Hindu-chauvinist

mobs. From 1998 to 2004, the BJP led a

governing coalition in New Delhi.

Congress Nationalists
Paved Way for BJP Butchers

This election was a historic rejection of

Congress, which won less than 20 percent

of the vote, giving it a mere 44 parliamen-

tary seats. For the first time, a party other

than Congress has majority control of the

lower house of India’s parliament. At the

same time, the election was something less

than an unqualified mass endorsement of

the BJP’s reactionary program. The Indian

electoral system, in which representatives

are elected by district, discriminates

against parties whose support is concen-

trated in particular regions. As a result of

this system, the BJP was able to achieve

a parliamentary majority despite winning

less than 32 percent of the vote nationwide.

The road to the BJP’s ascendancy was
paved by decades of Congress rule that

have left broad sectors of the population

desperate for any change. The rate of mal-

nutrition in India is higher than in sub-

Saharan Africa; on the Global Hunger
Index published by the International Food
Policy Research Institute. India ranks

below Sudan. Fully 48 percent of Indian

children suffer stunted growth and perma-

nent mental impairment because they can-

not get enough to eat. Half the population

has no access to toilets. India

spends proportionally less on

health and education than

deeply impoverished Malawi.

Over the past two decades,

more than a quarter of a mil-

lion Indian farmers, driven

Into hopeless debt and pov-

erty. have committed suicide.

Tens of millions of others

driven off their land have

migrated to the vast, fetid

slums surrounding India’s

cities, where they try to eke

out an existence as street ven-

dors, day laborers and such.

Uncountable numbers live on

the streets, sleeping in card-

board boxes or anything else

they can find.

Meanwhile, the filthy rich

rake in ever-greater riches.

The combined worth of

India’s 100 wealthiest people

now stands at $300 billion.

Under Congress rule, routine

corruption scandals in recent

years have involved the sale

of everything from mineral

rights to telecom frequency

bands. The economy has also

slowed down. As the Lon-

don Economist (24 May) noted: “India is

meant to be industrialising but manufac-

turing contributes only 15% of GDP and

1 1% ofjobs, and its share has been falling.

A majority of India’s 50m(illion] manu-

facturing workers toil in facilities without

electricity.”

Small wonder that Modi’s demagogic

promises of economic growth, infrastruc-

ture development and job creation struck

a chord with broad sections of the popu-

lation. But the “Gujarat model” is a cruel

joke. The growth rate of the state has

slightly exceeded the national average.

However, the jobs created in the “special

economic zones” are overwhelmingly for

casual laborers hired through non-union

subcontractors who pay no heed to offi-

cial labor laws, including minimum wage
regulations. Migrant workers are often

hired to fill these positions.

For the Indian bourgeoisie, Gujarat

under Modi was an exemplary success

story. India’s biggest capitalists, such as

Ambani and Tata, were clamoring for him to

be the next prime minister. Modi's admin-

istration sold off public land dirt cheap to

industrialists, provided companies with

energy at below-market prices and gave

them loans at an almost zero interest rate.

Gujarat’s record on infant mortality, pov-

erty and literacy lags behind the misera-

ble rales of other major Indian slates. In

2006, there were more undernourished

children in Gujarat than there had been

13 years prior.

The BJP government of Gujarat claims

that caste oppression no longer exists there.

But a May 2014 article in Le Monde Diplo-

matique provided some revealing snap-

shots. In Gujarat’s Mehsana district, Hindu
dalits, mostly women, are employed as

“manual scavengers” cleaning up human
excrement. Although this job was suppos-

edly banned in 1993, they are hired by the

state through private intermediaries. Deal-

ing with human waste and dead animals

is the traditional role for dalits under the

caste system. A 2010 study of 1.500 vil-

lages revealed many forms of discrimina-

tion, from beatings and rapes to dalit chil-

dren being made to clean toilets at school.

As for Muslims, in Ahmedabad—the

largest city in Gujarat, boasting new shop-

ping centers, modern roads and luxury

housing—the residential pattern changed
dramatically following the 2002 pogroms.
Muslims are now segregated, living in

desperately overcrowded ghettos lacking

ba.sic services.

Bloody Footprints of the RSS
Between one and two million peo-

ple died in the communal slaughter that

accompanied the 1947 partition of the
Indian subcontinent by the British impe-
rialists into a mainly Hindu India and an
Islamic-confessional Pakistan. Almost
unthinkable acts of cruelty were inflicted

upon entire village populations and refu-
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gees fleeing in both directions across the

newly declared borders. The RSS—along

with its counterparts, the Muslim- and

Sikh-based paramilitaries—was promi-

nent in carrying out that carnage.

The following year, a former member

of the RSS murdered Gandhi for being

too soft on Muslims. But the RSS leaders

were quick to offer their services to Neh-

ru’s Congress, insisting that their organ-

ization was “the only way to meet the

challenge of Communism” and provided

“the only ideology which can harmonise

and integrate the interests of different

groups and classes and thus successfully

avoid any class war.” The RSS set about

building trade unions with the stated goal

of fostering harmony between employers

and workers. Today, the RSS controls the

Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh, sometimes

claimed to be the country’s largest trade-

union federation.

The RSS leadership went on to form

an electoral party called the Jana Sangh,

which was renamed the BJP in 1980; most

of the BJP’s senior figures also hold posts

in the RSS. RSS volunteers campaigned

for Congress leader Indira Gandhi (the

daughter of India’s first prime minister,

Jawaharlal Nehru) during the elections of

1971 and 1984. The 1984 assassination of

Indira Gandhi by her Sikh bodyguards,

after she had ordered the massacre of

Sikhs at the Golden Temple in Amritsar,

created new opportunities for the far-right

Hindu communalists. Screaming “Blood

for blood!”, they mobilized their base to

massacre Sikhs in the streets of Delhi.

X

June 1984: Indian troops take up
positions around Golden Temple in

Amritsar before launching attack that
slaughtered as many as 2,000 Sikhs.
Congress government ordered the
massacre.

Another RSS crusade was against the

Babri Masjid mosque at Ayodhya. the

mythical birthplace of the Hindu god-king
Rama. The RSS mobilized marches and
mass rallies calling for the construction of
a Hindu temple on that site. The movement
was given a major boost by Rajiv Gandhi,
who became prime minister following his

mother’s assassination. In 1985. his gov-
ernment ordered the gates of the mosque
to be opened by force. He later launched
his 1989 electoral campaign near Ayod-
hya, appealing to Hindutva by invoking
Ram Rajya (Hindu rule). The culmination
of the communalist mobilization came in

December 1992 with the destruction of
the mosque by a gigantic mob mobilized
by the RSS. That was followed by inter-

communal slaughter between Hindus and
Muslims that left some 2.000 dead.
The 2002 Gujarat massacre was trig-

gered when a train carrying Hindu activ-

ists returning from Ayodhya was torched,
killing 58 people. However. Human Rights
Watch charged that the Hindu commu-
nalists had planned the massacre of Mus-
lims well in advance of the attack on the
train. As recounted by columnist Aditya
Chakraborlty in the London Guardian (7
April):

Wiihin hours and without a shred of
evidence. Modi declared that the Paki-
stani secret services had been to blame;
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he then hud the charred bodies paraded
in the main city of Ahmedabad; and let

his own party support a state-wide strike

for three days. What followed was mass
bloodshed....

"Other allegations have been made about

Modi's direct involvement in the car-

nage. but the ones I have listed above
aren’t contested by any serious observer."

As the Guardian put it, the new Indian

prime minister is “a man with a massacre

on his hands.”

As the bourgeois media in India whipped

up a cult of Modi as a master administra-

tor. those journalists who dissented were

removed or silenced. The BJP was given a

pass regarding the bloody events of 2002.

even though the names of the politicians,

businessmen, officials and cops who col-

luded in the pogrom are widely known.

Some of them have been caught on video

proudly recalling how they murdered and

raped Muslims. One mass executioner

crowed that he had slashed open the womb
of a pregnant woman and ripped out her

fetus. Modi himself has described the

refugee camps where tens of thousands

of dispossessed Muslims were driven as

“child-breeding centers.”

Western Imperialists Cheer Modi

Capitalists in India and internationally

are wildly enthusiastic over the prospect

of a BJP government. The Indian stock

market skyrocketed to record highs. The
Financial Times’ chief foreign affairs col-

umnist, Gideon Rachman. saw “something

thrilling” in Modi’s electoral ascendance.

The New York Times (16 May) editorial

on the election outcome brushed aside

the BJP’s role in the Gujarat anti-Muslim

pogrom, declaring that Modi had “set a

good tone” by promising to work for all

Indians. The Economist (24 May) wished

Modi “every success” and foresaw “an

Indian growth miracle.”

A prominent theme in the BJP campaign

was the need to undo “outdated" labor

laws, especially the 1947 Industrial Dis-

putes Act, which requires state approval

for layoffs in companies with more than

100 workers. International finance capital

also anticipates the slashing of “wasteful”

subsidies on fertilizers, food, fuel and

electricity. In addition, the capitalists look

to the BJP to step up repression against

adivasi (tribal) people in the forests of

central India, who are resisting the take-

over of their land and the granting of min-

eral rights to the corporate giants.

President Obama immediately called

UCLA...
(continuedfrom page 7)

The stark truth is that there is no way
to overcome entrenched racial oppression

within the framework of capitalism in

the universities or elsewhere. The fight

for free, quality, integrated education for

all must be waged as part of the broader

struggle for black liberation through

socialist revolution.

Democratic Party, Enemy of

the Workers and Oppressed

Affirmative action, school integration,

busing and other gains for minorities were

not the products of a beneficent ruling

class taking pity on the downtrodden

—

they were wrested in the course of the

struggle for black rights during the 1960s

civil rights movement. But from its outset,

the civil rights movement was dominated

by a middle-class leadership wedded to

the Democratic Parly. The liberal-led civil

rights movement did not and could not

challenge the root cause of black oppres-

sion; the capitalist profit system, which in

the U.S. was built on the forcible segrega-

tion of the mass of black people at the bot-

tom. The Democratic Parly’s pretensions

to any interest in “justice” and “equal-

ity" serve as a safety valve to divert the

struggles of the oppressed into harmless

electoral channels. Its real purpose, like

that of the Republican Party, is to admin-

AFP

March 20: Demonstration outside Bangalore by locked-out Toyota workers
who later struck for higher wages when company tried to reopen plant.

the prime minister-elect to invite him to

the White House. For almost a decade, as

a sop to Pakistan, Washington had denied

Modi entry into the U.S. on the grounds

that, delicately put, the BJP didn’t allow

religious freedom. But that was yester-

day. If the BJP has bloody hands, what’s

a massacre or two to the rulers of U.S.

imperialism, the greatest force for death

and destruction in the world?

Washington was not always so well-

disposed toward the Indian government.

From its earliest years as an independent

country, capitalist India had struck a "non-

aligned” posture in the Cold War. Culti-

vating a progressive image, it obtained

significant foreign aid from the USSR.
With India considered a "Soviet surro-

gate” by Washington, Pakistan became

the main U.S. client state in South Asia.

Capitalist restoration in the Soviet Union

changed the geopolitical calculation on all

sides. The U.S. has since sought to bring

India into its orbit, to which both Con-

gress and the BJP responded favorably.

Washington's “pivot toward Asia,” aim-

ing to strengthen the military encirclement

of China, is one big reason why the Obama
government wants warmer relations with

India. And the BJP is fully committed to

taking a more aggressive stance toward

China. When the BJP was last in power

in Delhi beginning in 1998, it announced

that China was the country’s “potential

enemy number one.” The government

then staged a series of nuclear tests, with

the BJP prime minister writing a letter

to President Bill Clinton citing China as

the main motivation. A central theme of

the BJP’s recent electoral campaign was

the call for a tougher stance toward both

China and Pakistan. Candidate Modi held

an election rally near India’s disputed

Himalayan border with China to denounce

Beijing’s “expansionist mindset.” The
BJP also threatened to reconsider India’s

pledge not to launch a nuclear first strike.

This bellicosity did not prevent the Chi-

nese Communist Party-run Global Times

(19 May) from publishing an article predict-

ing that Modi would be “India’s ‘Nixon’

who will further propel the China-India

relationship.” That is a reference to Chi-

na’s alliance with the U.S. imperialists,

consummated during President Richard

Nixon’s 1972 visit to Beijing as Ameri-

can bombs were raining on Vietnam. This

anti-Soviet lash-up was one of the great

crimes of Mao Zedong’s Stalinist regime.

And with the destruction of the Soviet

degenerated workers state, a historic

defeat for the working class internation-

ally. the U.S. imperialist juggernaut turned

toward China. We Trotskyists fight for the

unconditional military defense of China

against imperialism and internal coun-

terrevolution. and for workers political

revolution to oust the Stalinist bureauc-

racy and establish a regime of proletarian

democracy and internationalism.

For a Socialist Federation
of South Asia!

India has a proportionally small but stra-

tegically placed proletariat with a history

of militant struggle, most recently in the

auto industry. The Indian capitalists and

the imperialist powers to which they are

beholden are well aware of the potential

power of the working class. After a series

of bitter strikes in 2012 at Maruti Suzuki,

India’s largest automaker, near Delhi, the

workers won the right to form a union but

147 of them are still jailed on frame-up

charges. Indian workers have been on

the defensive in the face of an unremit-

ting capitalist offensive and strike levels

are at record lows, but those strikes that

do occur have been remarkably militant.

Most consist of plant occupations and are

often brutally attacked by security forces.

The Indian working class has been

hamstrung by the existing political lead-

ership. The Stalinist-derived Communist
Party of India (CPI) and CPI (Marxist)

(CPI(M]) helped prepare the present

disastrous situation by supporting Con-

gress for decades, including through for-

mal alliances with its governments, such

as the first “United Progressive Alliance”

regime in Delhi from 2004 to 2008. In

West Bengal, ruled by the CPI(M) for

more than three decades, the party’s open

alliance with Tata and other big capital-

ists led to the 2007 massacre of peasants

by the state government (see “The Politi-

cal Bankruptcy of Indian Stalinism,” WV
No. 993, 6 January 2012). In the recent

elections, the discredited CPI(M)-led Left

Front won only two seals in West Bengal.

Nationally, it took ten seals, compared to

five times that number in 2004.

The working class needs a revolution-

ary leadership, a Leninist-Troiskyist party

with a program to mobilize the proletariat

at the head of all the oppressed—the vast

peasantry, urban poor, national minorities,

women, downtrodden castes. Not only in

India but throughout the subcontinent, it

will take nothing less than proletarian

revolution to put an end to the capitalist

order that breeds communal, national and

ethnic conflicts. The perspective of work-

ers revolution in India is integrally tied

to the fight for social revolutions in the

imperialist centers—Japan, North Amer-
ica and West Europe. Only the creation

of a world planned socialist economy will

lay the basis for overcoming scarcity and

with that, all forms of social oppression.

Young Spartacus

ister the capitalist state, and in so doing,

to enforce racist, capitalist law and order.

Today, the Democratic Party, the sup-

posed friend of the oppressed, controls the

governorship, as well as both houses of the

California slate legislature that quashed

SCA 5. From strikebreaking former L.A.

mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and current

L.A. mayor Eric Garcelti (both of Mexi-

can descent) to Obama, the Democrats are

the enemies of the working class, blacks,

students, women, immigrants and all of

the oppressed.

Ally with the Working Class

In response to the racist flyer they

received, UCLA and USC Asian stu-

dent groups called a town hall meeting,

overcrowded with angry students. These

groups’ approach was to appeal to the

University of California administration to

demand “prioritization of programs and

initiatives that support a truly inclusive

campus.” However, the strategy of calling

for the administration to ensure an "inclu-

sive campus” is bankrupt.

While UC administrators bemoan their

inability to generate sufficient “diversity.”

students should harbor no illusions in the

administration. The administration acts in

the service of its employers—not the "peo-

ple” but the capitalist class in the guise

of the UC Regents—and serves as their

watchdogs. The Regents, which banned

affirmative action even before Propo-

sition 209 passed, are a rogues’ gallery

of many of the most powerful figures in

California’s capitalist class, from bankers

and lop executives to close friends of the

governor, real estate moguls and so forth.

The current^UC President, appointed by

the board, is none other than Obama’s

former secretary of Homeland Security

Janet Napolitano, who oversaw a massive

ramp-up in anti-immigrant measures,

flooding the border with “boots on the

ground” and deponing over 1,000 immi-

grants a day (see “Obama’s Crackdown on

Immigrants,” WVNo. 982, 10 June 2011).

Her appointment, rightly seen as a kick in

the teeth to undocumented students and

their supporters, has been met with oppo-

sition and protests UC-wide.

Indeed, the university administration

is the tool of the bourgeoisie within the

university and it works hand in hand with

the state to regiment and repress the stu-

dents and workers. On March 4. Jessica

Rayside, a black student at UCLA, stopped

at an intersection in her car and got into

an argument with another driver who
asked if she was on welfare and called

her “nothing but a n—r.” Later that eve-

ning, she and a fellow student chalked

“While Supremacy Lives in the System”

at UCLA—chalking being a common
and accepted practice. The UCPD hand-

cuffed and detained them. The response

of the Afrikan Student Union to this was
an initiative to “work with various under-

represented cultural groups to create a

UCPD-Student Taskforce” in conjunc-

tion with the director of Police Commu-
nity Services, the chief of police and the

vice chancellor of Student Affairs. Their

call fosters the dangerous illusion that the

cops can be made to serve the interests

of black students and the working class.

To the contrary, the job of the police is

to protect private property and exercise

force and violence to uphold the will of

the capitalist class. This means terror-

izing the ghettos and barrios, smashing

workers’ strikes and repressing student

protest over racism and war.

Confronting the material basis of black

oppression in America means ripping up
the entire edifice of the capitalist profit

system, root and branch. Thus, any strug-

gle for the rights of the oppressed must

not base itself on appeals to a party that

serves the bosses’ interests. Instead, stu-

dents should ally with the multiracial

working class, the only class that has the

social power to smash the racist capitalist

system. The fight against black oppres-

sion is a strategic question of the Ameri-

can socialist revolution. There will be no

social revolution in this country without

the united struggle of black, white and

immigrant workers led by their multi-

racial vanguard parly, just as there is no

other road to eliminating the oppression

of black people than the victorious con-

quest of power by the U.S. proletariat.

The Spartacus Youth Clubs, youth aux-

iliaries of the Spariacist League, fight to

build such a party. Join us!
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be sure. 20 years ago the Third, or Com-
munist, International was founded as a

genuine revolutionary organization. One

of its most important tasks was the lib-

eration of the colonial peoples. Only rec-

ollections today remain of this program,

however. The leaders of the Communist

International have long since become the

mere tools of the Moscow bureaucracy

which has stifled the Soviet working

masses and which has become trans-

formed into a new aristocracy. In the

ranks of the Communist Parties of var-

ious countries—including India—there

are no doubt many honest workers, stu-

dents. etc.: but they do not fix the poli-

tics of the Comintern. The deciding word

belongs to the Kremlin which is guided

not by the interests of the oppressed, but

by those of the U.S.S.R.’s new aristocracy.

Stalin and his clique, for the sake of an

alliance with the imperialist governments,

have completely renounced the revolution-

ary program for the emancipation of the

colonies. This was openly avowed at the

last Congress of Stalin’s party in Moscow

in March of the current year by Manuilski,

one of the leaders of the Comintern, who
declared: “The Communists advance to the

forefront the struggle for the realization of

the right of self-determination of nation-

alities enslaved by fascist governments.

They demand free self-determination for

Austria...the Sudeten regions... Korea.

Formosa. Abyssinia....’’ And what about

India, Indo-China, Algeria and other col-

onies of England and France? The Com-
intern representative answers this question

as follows, “The Communists...demand

of the imperialist governments of the

so-called bourgeois democratic states the

immediate [sic] drastic f!] improvement in

the living standards of the toiling masses

in the colonies and the granting of broad

democratic rights and liberties to the col-

onies.” {Pravda, issue No. 70, March 12,

1939.) In other words, as regards the col-

onies of England and France the Comin-

tern has completely gone over to Gandhi’s

position and the position of the concili-

ationist colonial bourgeoisie in general.

The Comintern has completely renounced

revolutionary struggle for India’s inde-

pendence. It “demands” (on its hands and

knees) the “granting” of “democratic liber-

ties” to India by British imperialism. The

words “immediate drastic improvement in

the living standards of the toiling masses

in the colonies,” have an especially false

and cynical ring. Modern capitalism

—

declining, gangrenous, disintegrating—is

more and more compelled to worsen the

position of workers in the metropolitan

center itself. How then can it improve the

position of the toilers in the colonies from

whom it is compelled to squeeze out all

the juices of life so as to maintain its own

stale of equilibrium? The improvement of

the conditions of the toiling masses in the

colonies is possible only on the road to the

complete overthrow of imperialism.

But the Communist International has

travelled even further on this road of be-

trayal. Communists, according to Manuil-

ski. “subordinate the realization of this

right of secession.. .in the interests of

defeating fascism.” In other words, in the

event of war between England and France

over colonies, the Indian people must sup-

port their present slave owners, the British

imperialists. That is to say, must shed their

blood not for their own emancipation, but

for the preservation of the rule of “the

City” over India. And these cheaply-to-be-

bought scoundrels dare to quote Marx and

Lenin! As a matter of fact, their teacher

and leader is none other than Stalin, the

head of a new bureaucratic aristocracy,

the butcher of the Bolshevik Party, the

strangler of workers and peasants.

* *

The Stalinists cover up their policy of

servitude to British, French and U.S.A.

imperialism with the formula of “Peo-

ple’s Front.” What a mockery of the peo-

ple! “People’s Front” is only a new name
for that old policy, the gist of which

lies in class collaboration, in a coalition

between the proletariat and the bourgeoi-

sie. In every such coalition, the leadership

invariably turns out to be in the hands of

the right-wing, that is, in the hands of the

propertied class. The Indian bourgeoi-

sie, as has already been slated, wants a

peaceful horse trade and not a struggle.

Coalition with the bourgeoisie leads to the

proletariat’s abnegating the revolutionary

struggle against imperialism. The pol-

icy of coalition implies marking lime on

one spot, temporizing, cherishing false

hopes, engaging in hollow maneuvers

and intrigues. As a result of this policy

disillusionment inevitably sets in among

the working masses, while the peasants

turn their backs on the proletariat, and fall

into apathy. The German revolution, the

Austrian revolution, the Chinese revolu-

tion and the Spanish revolution have all

perished as a result of the policy of coali-

tion.* The self-same danger also menaces

the Indian revolution where the Stalinists,

under the guise of “People’s Front,” are

putting across a policy of subordinating

the proletariat to the bourgeoisie. This

signifies, in action, a rejection of the

revolutionary agrarian program, a rejec-

tion of arming the workers, a rejection

of the struggle for power, a rejection of

revolution.

In the event that the Indian bourgeoi-

sie finds itself compelled to lake even

the tiniest step on the road of struggle

against the arbitrary rule of Great Brit-

ain, the proletariat will naturally sup-

port such a step. But they will support it

with their own methods: mass meetings,

bold slogans, strikes, demonstrations and

more decisive combat actions, depend-

ing on the relationship of forces and the

circumstances. Precisely to do this must

the proletariat have its hands free. Com-
plete independence from the bourgeoisie

is indispensable to the proletariat, above

all in order to exert influence on the peas-

antry, the predominant mass of India’s

population. Only the proletariat is capable

of advancing a bold, revolutionary agrar-

ian program, of rousing and rallying tens

of millions of peasants and leading them

in struggle against the native oppressors

and British imperialism. The alliance of

workers and poor peasants is the only

honest, reliable alliance that can assure

the final victory of the Indian revolution.

All peacetime questions will preserve

their full force in time of war. except that

they will be invested with a far sharper

expression. First of all. exploitation of the

colonies will become greatly intensified.

The metropolitan centers will not only

pump from the colonies foodstuffs and

raw materials, but they will also mobilize

vast numbers of colonial slaves who are

to die on the battlefields for their mas-

ters. Meanwhile, the colonial bourgeoisie

will have its snout deep in the trough of

war orders and will naturally renounce

opposition in the name of patriotism and

profits. Gandhi is already preparing the

ground for such a policy. These gentle-

men will keep drumming: “We must wail

patiently till the war ends—and then

London will reward us for the assistance

we have given.” As a matter of fact, the

imperialists will redouble and treble their

exploitation of the toilers both at home
and especially in the colonies so as to

rehabilitate the country after the havoc

and devastation of the war. In these cir-

cumstances there cannot even be talk of

new social reforms in the metropolitan

centers or of grants of liberties to the col-

onics. Double chains of slavery—that will

be the inevitable consequence of the war
if the masses of India follow the politics

of Gandhi, the Stalinists and their friends.

The war. however, may bring to India

as well as to the other colonies not a

redoubled slavery but. on the contrary.

complete liberty: the proviso for this is a

correct revolutionary policy. The Indian

people must divorce their fate from the

very outset from that of British imperi-

alism. The oppressors and the oppressed

stand on opposite sides of the trenches.

No aid whatsoever to the slave owners!

On the contrary, those immense difficul-

ties which the war will bring in its wake

must be utilized so as to deal a mortal

blow to all the ruling classes. That is

how the oppressed classes and peoples in

all countries should act. irrespective of

whether Messrs. Imperialists don demo-

cratic or fascist masks.

To realize such a policy a revolution-

ary party, basing itself on the vanguard

of the proletariat, is necessary. Such a

party does not yet exist in India. The

Fourth International offers this parly its

program, its experience, its collaboration.

The basic conditions for this party are:

complete independence from imperialist

democracy, complete independence from

the Second and Third Internationals and

complete independence from the national

Indian bourgeoisie.

In a number of colonial and semi-

colonial countries sections of the Fourth

International already exist and are mak-

ing successful progress. First place among

them is unquestionably held by our sec-

tion in French Indo-China which is con-

ducting an irreconcilable struggle against

French imperialism and “People’s Front”

mystifications. “The Stalinist leaders,” it

is stated in the newspaper of the Saigon

workers (The Struggle—La Lutte), of April

7, 1939, “have taken yet another step on

the road of betrayal. Throwing off their

masks as revolutionists, they have become

champions of imperialism and openly

speak out against emancipation of the

oppressed colonial peoples.” Owing to

their bold revolutionary politics, the Sai-

gon proletarians, members of the Fourth

International, scored a brilliant victory

over the bloc of the ruling party and the

Stalinists at the elections to the colonial

council held in April of this year.

The very same policy ought to be pur-

sued by the advanced workers of British

India. We must cast away false hopes and

repel false friends. We must pin hope only

upon ourselves, our own revolutionary

forces. The struggle for national indepen-

dence, for an independent Indian republic

is indissolubly linked up with the agrar-

ian revolution, with the nationalization of

banks and trusts, with a number of other

economic measures aiming to raise the

living standard of the country and to make
the toiling masses the masters of their own
destiny. Only the proletariat in an alliance

with the peasantry is capable of executing

these tasks.

In its initial stage the revolutionary party

will no doubt comprise a tiny minority. In

contrast to other parties, however, it will

render a clear accounting of the situation

and fearlessly march towards its great goal.

It is indispensable in all the industrial cen-

ters and cities to establish workers groups,

standing under the banner of the Fourth

International. Only those intellectuals who
have completely come over to the side of

the proletariat must be allowed into these

groups. Alien to sectarian self-immersion,

the revolutionary worker-Marxists must
actively participate in the work of the trade

unions, educational societies, the Congress

Socialist Party and. in general, all mass
organizations. Everywhere they remain as

the extreme left-wing, everywhere they set

the example of courage in action, every-

where, in a patient and comradely manner,

they explain their program to the workers,

peasants and revolutionary intellectuals.

Impending events will come to the aid of

the Indian Bolshevik-Leninists, reveal-

ing to the masses the correctness of their

path. The party will grow swiftly and
become tempered in the fire. Allow me to

express my firm hope that the revolution-

ary struggle for the emancipation of India

will unfold under the banner of the Fourth

International.

The experience «>f ihc Chinese Rcvolulum of

I925-1‘>27 is of ihc mosi direci significance lor

India I hcuriily recommend lo ihc Indian revolu-

tionists Harold Ka.u s' excellent hook. The Trtifirtlv

<if the Chinese Resvlulion.

SPARTACIST LEAGUE/U.S.

Local Directory and Public Offices

Web site: www.icl-fi.org • E-mail address: vanguard@tiac.net

National Office: Box 1377 GPO, New York. NY 10116. (212) 732-7860

Chicago Box 6441. Main PO. Chicago. IL 60680, (312) 563-0441

chicagospartacist@sbcgtobal.net

Public Office: 1st Sal. of every month, 2-5 p.m,. and by

appointment, 222 S. Morgan (Buzzer 23)

Los Angeles Box 29574, Los Feliz Sta.. Los Angeles. CA 90029. (213) 380-8239

slsycla@sbcgtobal.net

Public Office: Sat. 2-5 p.m., 3806 Beverly Blvd., Room 215

New York ... Box 3381. Church St. Sta., New York. NY 10008. (212) 267-1025

nysl@tiac.net

Public Office: 1st Sat. of every month, 1-4 p.m.. and by

appointment, 299 Broadway, Suite 318, Manhattan

Oakland Box 29497. Oakland, CA 94604. (510) 839-0851

slbayarea@fastmail.net

Public Office: Sat. 1-4 p.m., 1904 Franklin (Buzzer #407)

TROTSKYIST LEAGUE OF CANADA/LIGUE TROTSKYSTE DU CANADA

Montreal CP 83 Succ. Place-d'Armes. Montreal. QC H2Y 3E9, (514) 728-7578

trotskyste.montreal@gmail.com

Toronto Box 7198, Station A, Toronto. ON M5W 1X8, (416) 593-4138

spartcan@on.aibn.com

Vancouver Box 2717
.
Mam P.O.. Vancouver, BC V6B3X2. (604) 687-0353

trotskyist_vancouver@shawcable.com

British viceroy Mountbatten (center) flanked by Indian Congress leader

Nehru and Muslim League head Jinnah in 1947 devising plan for partition of

Indian subcontinent, which set stage for communalist carnage.
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then in jail for several robberies. Aim-
ing U) cut a deal, he passed Scarcella the

name of Alan Bloom, a drug-addicted

acquaintance facing up to a century in

jail lor dozens of robberies. In exchange

for immunity from Hynes for the murder
and a reduced sentence for the robber-

ies. Bloom “confessed” to Scarcella that

he had participated in the diamond cou-

rier robbery and gave the cops what they

wanted; the name of the supposed mas-
termind, a while drug-addicted unem-
ployed printer. David Ranta. There was
no physical evidence linking Ranta to

the murder. The diamond courier testi-

fied that Ranta was “100 percent not” the

robber. Four of five witnesses in the first

lineup also did not identify Ranta.

To make his case. Scarcella claimed that

Ranta had confessed, amazingly without

even having been prompted, although the

confession was not taped. Scarcella admit-

ted he did not show witnesses photographs

of other suspects. Meanwhile. Ranta had

passed a polygraph test backing up his

innocence. But the rabbi’s killing had
become a big political issue, and someone
had to go down. So Ranta was convicted

and for more than 20 years languished

behind bars. In March 2013. he was finally

freed as part of the official cleanup in

response to the Scarcella revelations, with

the city agreeing to a $6.4 million settle-

ment. The day after his release. Ranta
suffered a massive heart attack.

The Scarcella-Hynes method is just

one possible toxic cocktail of frame-ups.

racism and violence. Southern towns and

Northern metropolises alike are full of

examples. Take Tdlia, Texas. In 1999.

some 10 percent of its black population

was rounded up and jailed as part of

the "war on drugs.” Most were finally

released in 2003 after the whole opera-

tion was exposed as a grotesque frame-up.

To the west in Albuquerque, New Mexico,

police have shot 40 people since 2010.

In NYC's poorest borough, the Bronx

—

where convictions are handed down in

only 46 percent of jury trials, compared
to rates between 71 and 88 percent else-

where in the city—prosecutors favor other

dirty tricks. Notably, they have resorted

to dragging out trials so that defendants

rot in Rikers Island for years. In January

2013, 73 percent of all Bronx felony cases

exceeded time targets set by the courts.

Prosecutors have taken vacations in the

middle of trials and otherwise obstructed

Letters...
(continuedfrom page 2)

practice of arenda, a leasing arrangement
by which the arendar (leaseholder) could
profit from deepening the exploitation of
the peasants. Since many arendars were
Jewish and over half the crown lands in

Ukraine had been leased out to Jewish
entrepreneurs by the early decades of
the 17th century, the peasants considered

the Jews their mortal enemies. Moreover,

Jews often held leases on the production

and sale of alcohol and tobacco, further

inflaming tensions. Thus, the stage was
set for the horrible pogroms to follow.

A people-class in medieval and early

modern Europe with a distinct culture and
religion, the Jews performed a range of

occupations that often forced them to act

as middlemen between the ruling feudal

lords and the oppressed peasant masses.

Within this economic division of labor.

Jews frequently filled such positions as

merchant, moneylender, royal treasurer,

peddler, tax collector and arendar. This

situation served the rulers’ political inter-

ests by enabling them to deflect plebeian

anger from themselves onto the “out-

sider”—an oft-repeated stratagem in the

history of class societies.

In Ukraine: A Hi.’Uory (2009), historian

Orest Subtclny explained that many peas-

ants and Cossacks used the tjpporlunity

of the Ukrainian uprising to vent pent-up

hatred against those whom they saw as

AP
Tulla, Texas, June 2003: Court hearing for 13 of 38 defendants convicted on
bogus drug charges.

the supposed right to a “speedy trial.”

which on paper is grounds for dismissal.

Defendants routinely spend years in jail

only to be let off. while those convicted

often are sentenced to less than the time

they spent waiting in jail for trial.

The State Cannot Serve
Workers, Oppressed

It is not hard for Thompson to posture

as a reformer, given how venal Hynes was
as DA. But at the time of his election in

1989, Hynes also assumed the mantle of

reform, having served as a special pros-

ecutor going after police corruption and

prosecuting white racists who attacked

black youth Michael Griffith in How-
ard Beach. Queens, in 1986. Thompson
showed his true colors as an attorney in

the U.S. Treasury Department, where he

played a key role in the cover-up “investi-

gation” of the 1993 FBI/ATF massacre of

over 80 men. women and children of the

integrated Branch Davidian religious sect

in Waco. Texas.

The capitalist state functions the same
under liberal Democrats as it does under

right-wing Republicans, whatever the dif-

ferences in rhetoric. The Scarcella-Hynes

string of false convictions started under

the administration of the racist pig Ed
Koch, continued while black liberal David
Dinkins ran City Hall and kept on going

after Rudy Giuliani assumed office. In the

first three months under new Democratic

mayor Bill de Blasio, known as a critic

of the NYPD’s stop-and-frisk policy, the

total number of misdemeanor arrests in

the city barely budged compared with the

same period last year. His selection of one

of Giuliani’s police commissioners. Bill

Bratton, to head the department points

to the continuity in the NYPD over the

decades.

As elsewhere, in New York City during

the 1980s and 1990s, the "war on drugs”

meant open season on an entire generation

of black ghetto youth, thrown on the scrap

heap by the capitalist rulers. Hundreds of

thousands of jobs in manufacturing and
other sectors of the economy had been
lost since the 1960s. The thugs in blue

were unleashed on the streets. From the

cop killing of black grandmother Eleanor
Bumpers in her apartment in 1984 to the

police torture of Haitian immigrant Abner
Louima in Brooklyn in 1997, the NYPD
ran up a long record of racist brutality. So
widespread is police terror that the city

paid some $100 million in lawsuits during

fiscal year 2011; such claims jumped by

20 percent the next year.

The Central Park Five may be the

most infamous of these cases'. The cops

and courts—with the help of the bour-

geois media—framed up five black and

Latino youths aged between 14 and 16

for the brutal rape of a 28-year-old bank
executive out for a run in 1989. Only in

2002, after the confession of the actual

rapist was confirmed by DNA evidence,

were they exonerated, having served their

entire sentences. (See “The Central Park

Five and Racist Capitalist Injustice.” WV
No. 1017. 8 February 2013).

Replicated in cities across the country,

the “war on drugs” grotesquely found its

foot soldiers in Jesse Jackson, A1 Sharp-
ton and other black Democrats. Draco-
nian mandatory minimum and “three

strikes” sentencing laws, expanded use

of the death penally and a deep erosion

of the rights of those accused of crimes

were all results of this crusade. So too was
the quadrupling of the prison population

over the last four decades to over two
million, the majority black and Latino.

And the tortures of America’s dungeons
are legion, from beatings at the hands of

sadistic guards to solitary confinement.

We demand the decriminalization of

drugs as well as the abolition of all other

laws against “crimes without victims”

—

prostitution, gambling, pornography, etc.

The all-sided repression and countless

frame-ups from the outset of the “war on
drugs” through today is proof positive that

the capitalist state is the mailed fist of the

ruling class and cannot be reformed to act

in the interests of working people and the

black masses. Hill, Jennette and Ranta
deserve whatever recompense they can
claw from the bourgeois courts. But true

justice—for them and all the exploited

and oppressed—will be done only when
the capitalist order with its barbaric state

institutions is shattered by a proletarian

socialist revolution, establishing a society

where those who labor rule.H

AP
Police arrest youth demonstrating against cop killing of 16-year-old Kimani
Gray in Brooklyn, March 2013.

More on Affirmative Action
their oppressors—not least the Jews:

“Within a few months, almost all Polish

nobles, officials, and priests had been
wiped out or driven from Ukraine. Jewish

losses were especially heavy because they

were the most numerous and accessible

representatives of the szlachta regime.

Between 1648 and 1656, tens of thousands

of Jews—given the lack of reliable data,

it is impossible to establish more accurate

figures—were killed by the rebels, and
to this day the Khmelnytsky uprising is

considered by Jews to be one of the most
traumatic events in their history.”

In the introduction to Pavlovich’s

report. WV mentions the notorious anti-

Jewish massacres committed over 250
years later by Simon Petlyura’s Ukrainian

peasant forces, which were at war with the

Soviet power issuing from the October
1917 proletarian revolution in Russia. A
member of the Jewish Bund in Ukraine

expressed the sentiments of the Jewish
masses at the time; “The armed carriers

of socialism, the Bolsheviks, are the only

force which can oppose the pogroms....

For us there is no other way” (see “Revo-
lution. Counterrevolution and the Jewish

Question.” Spartacist (English edition]

No. 49-50. Winter 1993-94). As that arti-

cle noted: “In its struggle to defend and
consolidate the new proletarian state

power against the White counterrevolu-

tionaries, the Red Army necessarily had
to sweep away the pogromist old order.”

Comradely.

Bert Mason

13 May 2014

Dear WV,
The article "Supreme Court Knifes

Affirmative Action" {Workers Vanguard
No. 1045) shows once again that it takes

communists to defend even the small-

est advances in the civil rights of black

Americans.

One aspect of the recent attacks on
Affirmative Action and related programs
has been the attempts by the ruling class

to pit Asian Americans against blacks and
Latinos. In California, a mobilization of

Chinese voters joined right-wing politi-

cians to kill Senate Constitutional Amend-
ment No. 5. which was aimed at reviving

the state’s Affirmative Action programs
at public universities and colleges. Repub-
licans and Democrats alike were able to

convince Asian American parents that

their children would lose opportunities to

attend college if the amendment were to

pass. The truth is that it’s the capitalists’

wholesale attacks on public education that

deny all working people—black. Latino.

Asian, and white—any real chance at a

quality education.

As Professor Ellen Wu has pointed

out. the myth of the Asian ‘model
minority’ has been used as an ideologi-

cal weapon in both the Cold War mach-
inations of US imperialism as well as

the dividc-and-conquer strategy of sup-

pressing the American working class. In

the midst of the Civil Rights movement.
Democratic Senator Patrick Moynihan
published an infamous report for the

Labor Department blaming black oppres-

sion on a lack of family values and con-
trasted this with the ‘’singularly stable,

cohesive and enlightened family life”

of Chinese and Japanese Americans.
Fast forward 50 years and Donald Ster-

ling. the racist owner of the LA Clippers

basketball franchise used his patronizing

“affection” for Koreans as a smokescreen
for discriminating against the black

and Latino would-be tenants of his Los
Angeles apartment buildings.

Appeals to the ‘model minority’

—

these days often in reference to relatively

educated and well-to-do Chinese and
Indian immigrants—also provide cover
for the oppression of other sectors of
Asian America. While “respectful” Asian
students are praised by school adminis-
trators for their supposed achievements.
Hmong and Khmer students, for exam-
ple. have some of the lowest college

attendance rates in the country,

As your article rightly pointed out.

only open university admissions and
free tuition will resolve the struggle over
limited educational resources. And even
such a modest achievement will take the

overthrow of a capitalist system founded
on racial oppression.

Brad D.

30 MAY 2014
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Earlier this month, three victims of

the New York Police Department’s racist

frame-up machine were exonerated. Rob-

ert Hill, Darryl Austin and Alvena Jen-

nette were half brothers whose lives were

destroyed through the combined efforts

of cops and prosecutors. A black man
from Crown Heights who suffers from

multiple sclerosis, Hill spent the last 25

years behind bars for a murder in the late

1980s that he did not commit. The other

two brothers were falsely convicted for

a separate murder and locked away in

prison hell, where Austin died 14 years

ago at the age of 37 and Jennette spent

21 years until he was paroled in 2007. As

Pierre Sussman, a civil rights lawyer who
represents the brothers, staled: "This is a

bittersweet result for a family devastated

by the criminal justice system. While

Mr. Hill is gaining his freedom and

his brother Alvena recovering his good

name, their brother Darryl died alone in

a Jail cell" (New York Times, 6 May).

At the center of this outrage is NYPD
detective Louis Scarcella. His methods as

a member of the Brooklyn North homi-

cide squad (which covers Crown Heights.

Bushwick, East New York and other poor,

mainly black neighborhoods) from 1987

until he retired in 1999 have provided grist

for a year-long New York Times exposd

that unearthed the details of the frame-up

of the brothers. Getting convictions in at

least 350 cases over this period, Scarcella

built a reputation of solving crimes that

nobody else could, some of them years

old. He was. according to the New York

Times (8 April), “one of the most success-

ful detectives in New York City history."

The secret to his success was sim-

ple. In the words of the fictional Bronx

assistant district attorney Larry Kramer,

a character in Tom Wolfe’s biting novel

Bonfire of the Vanities about greed and

racism in 1980s New York: "What I do

for a living is, I pack blacks and Latins

off to jail." This reality is all loo familiar

to many city residents. The cops routinely

round up whomever they can find, usu-

ally black or Latino, concoct some sort of

evidence, beat out a confession and rail-

road the accused to prison. Case solved.

Scarcella certainly did little to hide how
he got the job done, including by produc-

ing witnesses like Teresa Gomez, a drug-

addicted prostitute who supposedly saw
crime after crime. Known by lawyers as

“Louie’s go-to witness," Gomez would
feature at the trials of the three brothers.

Scarcella first attempted to get Hill con-

victed based on testimony from Gomez
that she spotted him killing somebody in a

crack den. Hill was acquitted after a private

investigator showed that the closet door

keyhole through which Gomez claimed

to have witnessed the murder did not

exist. Undeterred, the detective dragged

Hill back to court over another alleged

shooting, this time out on the street, which

Gomez again purportedly watched unfold.

On the stand, she admitted to lying at Hill’s

first trial, got basic facts of the new crime

wrong and was so belligerent that the judge

threatened to strike her testimony. None-
theless. Hill was convicted.

When it came to framing up Austin and

Jennette in a murder case that had gone
cold after some two years, Scarcella once

again tapped Gomez to testify and once

again she got basic facts wrong at the trial.

No physical evidence was presented link-

ing the accused to the crime. However, as

with Hill, such “details" did not get in the

way of a guilty verdict. Last month, the

newly installed Brooklyn district attorney

Ken Thompson disclosed that the police

Frame-Up Machine

at the time knew witnesses saw somebody

else commit the murder, but did not turn

over this information to the defense law-

yers as required by law. Soon after, the

DA finally admitted that Hill, Jennette

and Austin were innocent and asked the

court to vacate their convictions.

These announcements were damage
control by the Brooklyn DA's office, itself

a major part of the apparatus that churns

out victims for the penitentiary. As one

attorney for the now discredited detec-

tive observed, Scarcella’s arrests “were

authorized by a senior prosecutor” and

all “evidence was thoroughly vetted and

continuously reviewed.” Under the glare

of public scrutiny, former district attor-

ney Charles Hynes, who had held the

position beginning in 1989. directed the

Conviction Integrity Unit (CIU) last May
to investigate every murder conviction in

which Scarcella was involved—some 57

in all. In September, amid ongoing fall-

out, Hynes lost the Democratic primary to

Thompson, a black former federal prose-

cutor who promised to clean up the DA's

office. (After losing to Thompson in the

primary. Hynes switched sides and ran in

the November general election as a Repub-

lican—and lost to Thompson, again.)

Who will be investigating the investiga-

tors? A 22 June 2013 posting on the Pro-

Publica investigative journalism Web site

noted that Hynes had appointed one John

O’Mara to head the CIU. O’Mara was dep-

uty chief of the homicide unit when Scar-

cella worked there and later served as top

prosecutor in that unit. The ProPublica

piece further observed that two New York

State judges, several accomplished law-

yers at some of the city’s more respected

firms, four senior officials in the Brooklyn

DA’s office and no doubt many others "are

Family members of inmates framed up by Scarcella at rally outside New York
City Hall, April 9.

ofjustice, but to whitewash a legal system

rooted in exploitation and oppression by

pinning the blame on a few “rotten apples."

Organized violence in furtherance of the

rule and profits of the bourgeoisie is the

very purpose of the capitalist state—the

cops, prosecutors, courts and prisons.

When the dust has settled over the Scar-

cella scandal, the capitalist masters and

their media lackeys will pat themselves

on the back for cleaning things up...and

the machinery of repression will grind on.

Scarcella: No Aberration

Scarcella was not the "rogue detective”

described by the Times. On the contrary,

his frame-ups are but the lip of the iceberg

in the NYPD. as with police departments

across the U.S. Or as Jennette later put it.

“There are probably thousands of cases

like mine." One such case is that of Jab-

bar Collins, a black man who served 16

years in prison on murder charges until he

was released in 2010 once it came out that

Michael Vecchione—a star prosecutor

under Hynes—and the cops had invented,

distorted and withheld evidence.

What set Scarcella apart was his

zeal for convictions. He was especially

known for getting confessions through

violence. “After that kind of treatment,”

defense attorney Ron Kuby told the New
York Times almost 20 years ago regard-

ing one of Scarcella’s victims, “I think

he was ready to confess to any crime in

the city” 09 November 1996). Scarcella

has boasted that "there were cases where

suspects talked to one detective and they

got nothing, and they called me and I

got statements. A lot of guys don't know
how to talk to people” (I I May 2013). If

“talking to people” didn’t work, Scarcella

manufactured witnesses. Prosecutors in

Hynes’ office would lake it from there.

Scarcella made his name in the

frame-up of David Rama, the first of the

cases examined by the Times. Ranta was
falsely convicted in the 1990 murder of

Rabbi Chaskel Werzberger. an Auschwitz

survivor and leader of the Satmar Hassidic

sect, then as now an important Brooklyn
voting bloc. During a botched robbery of a

diamond courier in Williamsburg, thieves

shot Werzberger in the head to take his

car to escape. Then-mayor David Dinkins

offered a $10,000 reward for informa-

tion leading to an arrest. Hynes attended

Werzberger’s funeral and vowed to bring

the killer to justice. Scarcella took com-
mand of a 40-deteciive team.

After the original suspect died, Scar-

cella interviewed a convicted rapist.

continued on page II

Appleton/NY Times

Above: Robert Hill (center) and
Alvena Jennette outside Brooklyn
court on May 6 after being exoner-
ated of bogus murder convictions.

Left: NYPD detective Louis Scarcella

doing "perp walk" in 1990 with

frame-up victim David Ranta.

linked in at least one, suddenly notewor-

thy way: they prosecuted cases over the

last two decades with Louis Scarcella."

In an attempt to give the appearance of

some distance from wrongdoing. Thomp-
son brought in a Harvard law professor as

the new chief of the now renamed Convic-

tion Review Unit (CRU).

The CRU is currently examining 90

cases, including more than 20 not involv-

ing Scarcella. Despite all the fanfare sur-

rounding it, for more than a year the CRU
has dragged its feet. “They’re saying, wait,

wait. wait. How long do you want peo-

ple to wait?" Derrick Hamilton told the

Daily News (6 April) about his attempt

to clear his name of the murder for which

he served 20 years before being paroled.

The exoneration of Hill and his brothers

was the first—and so far only—decision

the CRU has made.

The city rulers and such bourgeois

mouthpieces as the Times consider it safe

to dig up dirt on Scarcella and Hynes now
that those they ensnared have rotted for

decades in prison. Any further exonera-

tions resulting from the current investiga-

tion would be long overdue, and whatever

damages are awarded to the wrongfully

convicted would be far too little compen-

sation for the very real crimes committed

against them. However, the actual aim of

this project is not to provide a modicum

12 30 MAY 2014
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Reuters
Left: In lead-up to Detroit bankruptcy filing last year, then-mayor David Bing and Michigan governor Rick Snyder (center) announce appointment of Kevyn Orr
(right) as city’s "emergency manager." Right: Several hundred retirees and their supporters protest cuts to pensions, health benefits outside Detroit federal
courthouse on April 1.

Detroit Pension Robbery
In May, over 32.000 active and

retired Detroit city workers started

receiving ballots asking them to vote

on a bankruptcy scheme that will

slash their pensions, eliminate their

medical plans and gut their unions

no matter what the result is. Officials

overseeing the nation’s largest ever

municipal bankruptcy are pressuring

workers and retirees to vote "yes" on
what they call the "grand bargain":

draconian attacks on retirees and cur-

rent public employees as well as basic

services in return for funding from

the state of Michigan, private founda-

tions and the Detroit Institute of Arts’

backers to "rescue" the city. Munici-

pal workers and retirees vested in the

city’s pension plans have been placed

among the many classes of creditors

being asked to approve the package.

Make no mistake; eliminating or di-

minishing pensions is pure theft of

workers’ earnings. The Detroit pen-

sion rip-off is a harbinger of what lies in

wait for workers across the country.

Largely crafted by federal mediators, the

"grand bargain” is a grand scam. The plan

involves sweetheart deals with Wall Street

banks, secret concessions from union lead-

ers and a battery of state laws hammering
at the rights and the very lives of the res-

idents of this 82 percent black city. Once
bankruptcy was declared last July, the

presiding judge was legally empowered to

"cram down" whatever terms he decides,

irrespective of the objections of individ-

ual creditors.

The facts about the deal speak for

themselves:

• It was widely reported that pension

checks for former city workers would
drop by 4.5 percent. The plan also calls

for a "claw back" of “overly generous"

interest earned in their retirement annu-

ity accounts, in effect doubling or tri-

pling the actual reduction in monthly

pension payments, which even now aver-

age only about $1,600. Exempted from
the most severe cuts are the police—
the racist, anti-labor guard dogs of the

capitalist class—as well as firemen.
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Detroit neighborhood in ruins in shadow
ent of massive government bailout.

* Retiree health care coverage is elimi-

nated. an especially vicious blow to as

many as 7,500 retirees too young for

Medicare. The city walks away from a

$4.3 billion liability in return for set-

ting up a $450 million health care trust.

While mid-range Obamacare insurance

can cost around $5,000 per year (not

including hefty out-of-pocket expenses).

Detroit retirees are slated to receive a

mere $175 per month to help buy it.

* Unelected authorities vested with spe-

cial powers will oversee the massive

slashing of benefits and wages. State

lawmakers have approved a legislative

package that for at least 13 years sub-

jects the city to the diktats of an over-

sight commission, composed mainly

of state officials or people appointed

by Republican governor Rick Snyder.

Modeled on a board that controlled

New York City budgets after the 1975

municipal fiscal crisis, the commission
will have final say on labor contracts

and will exert authority over and above
elected city officials.

* The big banks will make out as always.

In late April, the main architects of the

Detroit bankruptcy—Emergency Man-
ager Kevyn Orr and U.S. bankruptcy
judge Steven Rhodes—cut a deal with

Bank of America and UBS. granting

them $85 million to settle claims stem-

ming from wildly speculative financial

Bloomberg

of headquarters of General Motors, recipi-

"swaps” that the banks had already

handsomely profited from. The city

had made these transactions in the mid
2000s to shore up the pension plans,

only to see them go belly-up during the

subsequent world financial crisis.

• Linked to the bankruptcy are plans to

privatize the Detroit Water and Sewer-

age Department. This is a direct attack

on a unionized workforce and a sure

sign that further suffering is in store

for city residents. Already, the water

department is sending out crews to

shut off 3.000 homes behind in their

bill payments each week.

The bankruptcy ballot is a complete
sham. As one retiree said. "When you
open your envelope, there’s a gun to

your head.” And if the deal is turned

down, the government and the courts

threaten far worse terms, including

pension cuts of as much as 27 per-

cent. The choice, another retiree aptly

put it. was between the "deep blue sea

with a heavy stone around our necks

or burning in hell.”

By the lights of the pro-capitalist

labor officialdom, workers and retir-

ees have no option other than accept-

ing terms dictated by the capital-

ist government and courts. To help

prepare the creditors’ ballot, in late

April bureaucrats from 14 municipal

unions agreed to massive concessions

in new five-year contracts. As a rub-

ber stamp for pension and health care

cuts, the government appointed an

official retirees committee including

representatives from AFSCME. the

largest union of city workers, and the

United Auto Workers (UAW). Under
pressure from angry retirees, some

AFSCME officials are telling unionists

to hold off on voting. But construction

union officials have agreed to kick in

cash for the grand scam while the UAW
lops have started a fund drive—another

illustration of the bureaucrats’ program
of subordinating workers’ class interests

to those of the U.S. capitalist rulers, as

represented by the Republican and Dem-
ocratic parties.

Marxists reject the entire framework
of the Detroit bankruptcy vote. Guaran-
teed pensions, decent health plans and
other gains for working people came not

through the beneficence of their exploiters

but through hard class struggle. And it will

take real struggle to halt the rulers’ efforts

continued on page II
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Letters

On East Ukraine
23 May 2014

Dear Comrades,

You write in “Right Sector Fascist Prov-

ocation at Leftist Event on Ukraine” [WV
No. 1045. 2 May]: “We opposed the recent

U.S.-backed Ukrainian coup that was spear-

headed by the fascists and stand in opposi-

tion to the Kiev regime's provocative mili-

tary forays in eastern Ukraine. We oppose

U.S./EU sanctions against Russia and the

U.S./NATO military presence in the Baltics

and elsewhere in East Europe. While giv-

ing no political support to Vladimir Putin’s

Russian-chauvinist regime, we supported

Russia’s intervention in Crimea, which al-

lowed the people of that region to exercise

their right of self-determination through

reunification with Russia.”

So far, so good. Crucially missing,

however, from this description of your

position regarding the current situation

in eastern Ukraine are your stance with

respect to the pro-Russian or secession-

ist forces there, on the one hand, and the

Russian support for them, on the other. By
not defining your stance on these two key

issues, you allow your opponents to sur-

mise what it would be. and they will not

let this opportunity pass to smear you as is

their custom. My own view is that, given

the more heterogeneous nature of the pop-

ulation in eastern Ukraine (as compared

to that in the Crimea), you should oppose

the pro-Russian/secessionist forces and

their Russian backers there to the same
degree as you oppose “the Kiev regime’s

provocative military forays in eastern

Ukraine” and any U.S./EU/NATO med-

dling there.

With comradely greetings,

B.R.

WV replies:

We addressed developments in eastern

Ukraine subsequent to the article cited by

B.R. in "U.S. Imperialism Behind Bloody

Repression in Ukraine" (WVNo. 1046, 16

May), which takes slock of the differences

in the ethnic makeup of Crimea compared

to that region. Crimea was historically a

part of Russia and is majority ethnic Rus-

sian. Eastern Ukraine has a more mixed

population, but it is heavily assimilated

and Russified in terms of language and

culture. There is a high degree of inter-

marriage of Russians and Ukrainians,

with many people having both Russian

and Ukrainian heritage. For example,

according to one survey, in Donetsk

province only 39 percent of the popula-

tion considers itself Russian but a full 93

percent is Russian speaking; in Luhansk,

the numbers are 55 percent and 89 per-

cent. respectively.

From day one of the coup spearheaded by

forces from western Ukraine. Kiev made no

secret of its virulent hostility toward ethnic

Russians and Russian culture. An attempt

was made to ban Russian and impose the

Ukrainian language. In Donetsk. Luhansk

and other eastern cities, protesters rose up.

enraged by that move as well as the pres-

ence of virulently anti-Russian fascists in

the government. Since then. Kiev’s repres-

sion has only escalated; it is now bombing
cities and killing dozens of civilians. In

the face of this military offensive and the

accompanying fascist terror, revolutionary

Marxists cannot remain neutral: the interest

of the working class—in Ukraine, Russia

and internationally—clearly lies in defense

of the population of eastern Ukraine.

The key fault line in Ukraine has long

been between the three more rural and

historically Uniate Catholic provinces in

the west—a breeding ground of Ukrainian

nationalism, including the fascists of Svo-

boda and Right Sector—and the heavily

Russified. Russian-speaking and Ortho-

dox east, where the bulk of industry is

located. Although earlier polls suggested

that a majority in the east wished to

remain part of Ukraine while maintain-

ing close ties with Russia, the hostility of

the new Kiev regime has changed many
minds. Sentiment in the east for separa-

tion may well harden under the repeated

blows of the central government, which is

gearing up. in the words of newly installed

President Petro Poroshenko, one of the

world’s richest men. to defend the coun-

try’s territorial integrity “no matter what.”

The people of eastern Ukraine should be

I liked Trotsky’s 1939 “An Open Letter

to the Workers of India” that you ran in the

last issue alongside the front-page India

article. However. I think the opening sen-

tence of your introduction to that letter is

inaccurate. It says: “With the outbreak of

World War II. India’s bourgeois-nationalist

Congress Party and its Stalinist sycophants

lined up behind ‘democratic’ Britain.”

Britain entered India into the war
without even a pretence of consulting its

colonial subjects. Congress leaders were

initially divided on support to Britain in

the war. On the right wing of the party,

Gandhi’s position was for unconditional

support to Britain, but the “left” wing

represented at the time by S.C. Bose was

“in favour of an all-out war on British

imperialism” (Communism and Nation-

alism in Colonial India, 1939-1945, D.N.

Gupta). But when the Congress Work-

ing Committee met in September 1939,

Gandhi was not able to win the Congress

leadership to his position. Nehru came
up with a compromise position between

those of Gandhi and Bose. Essentially, it

made Congress’ support for the British

conditional on a promise of some degree

of independence after the war. 1 think the

following statement from our article on

the Quit India movement accurately sums
up the Congress position. It says:

"For its part Congress’ formal position

was that its support to the war was con-
ditional on being granted independence
from Britain. What this boiled down
to was ‘demanding’ some concessions
in exchange for producing cannon fod-

able to decide the fate of their region. The
massive vote in the May 11 referendums

in Donetsk and Luhansk provinces, while

only a straw poll, strongly indicated a

desire to pull away from Kiev’s control. We
defend the democratic right of the popula-

tion there to conduct the referendum and

to act on the vote for “self-rule.” whether

that entails pursuit of a federated Ukraine,

independence or adhesion to Russia. This

position does not constitute political sup-

port for the insurgent leadership, which is

by all indications entirely wedded to cap-

italist rule. In fact, the new self-declared

prime minister of the Donetsk People’s

Republic, Alexander Borodai, is an ardent

anti-Semitic Russian nationalist.

Neither is our position dependent on the

level of support accorded by Russian pres-

ident Vladimir Putin to the “pro-Russian”

forces. (In contrast to Crimea, where capi-

talist Russia acted on its perceived national

interests by annexing the peninsula. Putin

has at least for now publicly distanced

himself from the insurgents in eastern

Ukraine.) In our defense of that region’s

population, we are guided by the approach

of V.I. Lenin, who opposed all privileges

for one people or nation with regard to

another in order to foster the fighting unity

of the multinational working class.*

der for the imperialist war effort. Then,
emboldened by Britain’s difficulties

as Japan advanced through the Pacific

and into Burma and cognisant that they

might soon need to deal with another
imperialist overlord. Congress went from
conditional support to open opposition,

seeking to force a settlement with British

imperialism.”—“Stalinist Alliance with

Churchill Betrayed Indian

Revolution,” WV No. 970.

3 December 2010

With growing sentiment among the

masses for independence, and Britain

refusing to give an inch, in August 1942

Gandhi launched the Quit India move-
ment. During the war. many Congress

leaders were jailed by the British. By
contrast. Jinnah and the Muslim League
supported Britain unreservedly through-

out the war.

As for the Stalinists of the Communist
Party of India (CPI), they certainly were
slavish in support of “democratic” Brit-

ain, but not at the outbreak of the war.

Again, as we said in the above article:

"During the period of the Stalin-Hitler

pact the CPI as all the other parties of
the Comintern (which would be for-

mally liquidated by Stalin in 1943)
denounced the ‘democratic’ facade of
the British imperialists in their war
against Germany.... But when Hitler’s

'Operation Barbarossa' was launched
against the Soviet Union in June 1941
and the wartime alliance between Brit-

ain and the USSR was sealed, the Com-
intern instructed another sharp turn to

the ‘People’s War Against Fascism’ and
all-out support for the war effort in the

imperialist countries and their colonies.”

Comradely greetings,

E. McDonald

The Chinese Proletariat and the

Tiananmen Uprising
To mark the 25th anniversary of the mass

protests centered in Beijing's Tiananmen
Square, we reprint below excerpts from our

article written immediately following the

3-4 June 1989 massacre of working people

and students by the Stalinist regime of Deng
Xiaoping. Far from hacking down after the

repression, millions of workers across China

continued to wage ma.ss strikes and protests,

driven by anger over official corruption and
the effects ofDeng's "market reforms." While the imperialist media painted the upheaval

as simply a pro-Western student movement for "democracy," we emphasized that it

marked an incipient proletarian political revolution against the bureaucracy whose
rule undermined the workers state established with the overthrow of capitalism in

the 1949 Chinese Revolution. Under the impact of the proletarian upsurge, the army,

including the officer corps, had begun to fracture.

The “Beijing Spring" reverberated in the Soviet Union and the East and Central Euro-

pean deformed workers states, which would soon face the sharply posed alternatives:

workers political revolution or capitalist counterrevolution. The Chinese bureaucracy

was able, over the next few weeks, to reassert control, mainly through bloody repres-

sion against the workers. The crucial missing element, during the Tiananmen events

as well as today, is an authentic communist—i.e., Leninist-Trotskyist—party to lead

the combative proletariat.

JUNE 6—Chinese Stalinism has provoked a political revolution that may well spell

the doom of this bureaucratic, anti-worker regime. The massacre of students and other

protesters by the despised Deng regime has brought China to the brink of civil war. The
bloodletting, with victims numbering perhaps in the thousands, did not succeed in intim-

idating the populace. Defiant and heroic, the rebels marched out of Beijing’s Tiananmen
Square singing the socialist workers anthem, the Internationale....

Conditions are exceptionally favorable for the working class to take charge in China.

Industrial workers have enormous social weight in the main arenas of struggle, Beijing

and Shanghai, as well as Wuhan and Canton. It was the hundreds of thousands of work-

ing people pouring into the streets who stymied the regime’s attempt to impose martial

law. Motorcycle squads of workers reported on troop placements around Beijing. And
the mass of soldiers identify with the working people. They, too, are hard-hit by the

raging inflation resulting from Deng’s market-oriented policies....

Only the working class, under the leadership of a genuine communist vanguard party,

can unify China through developing a just, egalitarian and prosperous society. The res-

toration of centralized economic planning, under a workers and peasants government, is

necessary to begin to even out the now enormous regional differences. At the same time,

a Chinese soviet government would scrupulously respect the national rights of the non-
Han minorities, granting autonomy for Inner Mongolia, Tibet and the Tbrkic-speaking
peoples of Sinkiang....

A truly communist China would help forge the unity of the world working class and
oppressed toilers against imperialism. A first and elementary step is to generously aid

the reconstruction of impoverished Vietnam, whose decades-long struggle inflicted the

greatest-ever defeat on U.S. imperialism. And Chinese workers must link up with the

powerful Soviet working class, whose resistance to Gorbachev’s market-oriented pere-

stroika can open the road to proletarian political revolution in the USSR. A revolutionary

internationalist government in Beijing would also be a tremendous impetus for socialist

revolution in Japan, the industrial powerhouse of Asia. To construct a Leninist-Trotskyist

communist parly in China it is necessary to break workers and radical students from
liberal illusions and Stalinist-nationalist prejudices.

—“Beijing Massacre—Civil War Looms,” WV No. 479, 9 June 1989
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Albuquerque Cops’ Killing Spree

Albuquerque Police Department

March 16: Cops corner and kill James Boyd, a homeless man, In foothills

outside Albuquerque.

Across the country, outrage greeted the

release of a video documenting a March 16

shoot-to-kill operation carried out by the

Albuquerque Police Department (APD).
The target was James Boyd, a 38-year-old

homeless man with a history of mental ill-

ness who was “illegally camping” in the

hills outside the New Mexico city. After

shooting Boyd once, an APD assault team
closed in on him as he lay prone, moan-
ing: "I can't move” and “Please don’t hurt

me anymore.” They again opened fire; he

did not survive.

Far from an aberrant horror. Boyd's

killing was another grisly addition to the

APD's body count, which has continued to

grow. At the time, a Department of Justice

(DOJ) investigation of the department was
underway. When its findings went public

in early April. 23 people were revealed to

have been shot dead by the Albuquerque

police since 2010. Two months on. the

APD has taken three more lives.

Long-simmering anger erupted as the

Boyd video went viral, with hundreds tak-

ing to city streets on March 30. The APD
responded with what it knows best: vicious

repression. Ten hours into the demonstra-

tion, local riot cops, along with the National

Guard and police from other cities, fired

tear gas into the dwindling crowd, arresting

six. On June 2. after Boyd's autopsy had

confirmed that the fatal bullet struck him
in the lower back as seen in the grim foot-

age. some 20 people—among them rela-

tives of victims of police killings—entered

the mayor’s office to stage a sit-in. Thirteen

protesters were arrested. 12 of them on tres-

passing and other misdemeanor charges.

The remaining person. David Correia, a

University of New Mexico faculty mem-
ber, was hit with a bogus fourth-degree

felony: “battery of a peace officer.” It is

no accident that this well-known opponent

of police brutality was singled out. Drop
all charges against the protesters now!

Victims of the APD’s terror are often

homeless and/or mentally ill. Mostly, they

are poor in a state that, with Mississippi,

ranks among the poorest of all 50 slates.

One APD officer, who in 2011 gunned
down a man. described his job on Face-

book as “human waste disposal.” Such

murderous appetite is nothing new to the

department. In “The Return of the Albu-

querque Death Squads” (CounterPunch,

23 November 2011). Correia described “the

extrajudicial police shootings that turned

1970s Albuquerque into a killing field,”

particularly targeting Chicano and Native

American activists. When not outright

continued on page 9

Rikers Island;

Racist House of Horrors
Family
members
display photos
of mentally III

prisoners who
met their grisly

end at Rikers
Island. Jerome
Murdough
(in left photo),
baked to death
in his cell on
February 15;

Bradley Ballard
(right), died
in solitary on
11 September
2013.

Daniel Kramer

On a frigid night in February. ex-Marine

Jerome Murdough. who was homeless and

suffering from schizophrenia and bipolar

disorder, took shelter in the stairwell of

a New York City public housing build-

ing. Arrested for trespassing and unable

to post the $2,500 bail, he was thrown

into a mental observation unit on Rikers

Island, the city’s main jail complex. Within

a week. Murdough was dead. A city offi-

cial explained that he “basically baked to

death” in a cell heated by faulty equipment,

a victim of the indifference of the guards as

to whether he lived or died. It was not his

jailers but an AP journalist, exposing the

many crimes committed by the authorities

against inmates at Rikers. who informed

Murdough’s family of his death.

There are vast numbers of potential

Jerome Murdoughs at Rikers at any given

time—around 12,000 men, women and

children, at least 90 percent of them black

or Latino. The majority are awaiting trial,

in some cases for years. Others are due

to be transferred to faraway state prisons

or are serving sentences of less than a

year. The NYPD’s racist stop-and-frisk

campaign, the vigorous enforcement of

petty misdemeanor offenses and impos-

sible parole conditions all feed a system

in which poor black and Latino men cycle

through the jail on a regular basis, even if

never convicted. As a former warden put

it: “Most Rikers inmates are serving a life

sentence—one six-month bid at a time,”

And lives are regularly cut short on the

inside. Five months before Murdough’s

death, another black schizophrenic man.

Bradley Ballard, died in solitary, where

he had been thrown for allegedly making

a lewd gesture to a female guard. Guards

denied Ballard some of his medication.

Days later, he was found naked and unre-

sponsive in his cell, covered in feces and

with his genitals badly infected and swol-

len from a ligature.

In 2012. 25-year-old Jason Echevarria

died in his cell after ingesting soap that

inmates had been given to clean up after

raw sewage flooded their cells. Vomiting

blood, he begged for medical attention

for hours. One of the few officers who
responded to Echevarria’s cries was told

by the duly captain: “Don’t call me if you

have live, breathing bodies. Only call

me if you need an extraction, or if you
have a dead body.” Echevarria’s death is

unusual only for the fact that the captain

has actually been indicted, albeit only on

the grounds of violating the civil rights

of an inmate.

Today, over 4.000 inmates at Rikers have

a serious mental illness—twice the num-
ber of a decade ago. The closure of mental

health facilities, the difficulty of obtaining

health care and the dire straits for so many
caused by the economic crash of 2008 have

fueled this dramatic increase. The progno-

sis is grim; those with mental illness are

incarcerated longer and are more likely to

be injured than other inmates.

The unspeakable violence and brutal-

ity of jail, from Rikers to L.A. County,

exacerbates ail kinds of mental condi-

tions. And this is not unusual in capital-

ist America, where such barbarism is the

product of a society in decay. Rejecting

the possibility of establishing a decent

mental health care system as a drain on

its coffers, the ruling class instead hires

goons to torture and torment the sick in its

jailhouses for the poor. Notably, the level

of violence by Rikers guards is way up.

even by official estimates,

Systematic solitary confinement is cen-

tra! to a ghoulish system that makes, and

keeps, inmates insane. The guards have

been the driving force behind the rampant

solitary lockup at Rikers—there are now
nearly 1,000 such cells, up from just 12

in 1990. Norman Seabrook. head of the

Correction Officers’ Benevolent Associa-

tion (COBA), proudly stated in a February

21 interview with PBS; "We fought vigor-

ously to ensure that those that committed

infractions in the city’s jail system are

sentenced to punitive segregation time,”

Mentally ill inmates in Rikers are

responsible for about two-thirds of those

“infractions.” City officials have admitted

that solitary confinement and “therapeu-

tic” units at Rikers are rife with abuse and

neglect. They describe walls covered with

feces and body fluids as well as inmates

who scream incessantly and throw them-

selves into walls and doors of the cells

they are locked in 22-24 hours a day.

Young people are not spared this treat-

ment. In New York State, anyone 16 years

or over is prosecuted as an adult no matter

the charge. As a result, hundreds of teen-

agers are locked up in Rikers, a testament

to the reality that black inner-city youth

are all but written off as expendable by

a ruling class that has no jobs for them

to fill. On any given day, a quarter of

the teenagers at Rikers are in solitary. A
report by the Board of Correction noted

that mentally ill teenagers can be kept in

segregation for months, receiving therapy

by shouting to a counselor through a cell

door. And even the smallest gestures pro-

voke a backlash from the guards, such as

when COBA recently protested against

teenage inmates receiving pizza from

health care staff.

After the death of Murdough. Mayor
Bill de Blasio formed a task force charged

with reducing the number of mentally ill

people packed off to jail. But the pipe-

line to Rikers has remained wide open

under his watch. In de Blasio’s first three

months in office, the number of misde-

meanor arrests was virtually unchanged

from the same period last year.

De Blasio has also appointed a new
correction commissioner. Joseph Ponte,

known as a reformer... for reducing the

number of prisoners held in solitary con-

finement in Maine from 100 to less than

50. Seabrook reacted to the appointment

by spewing racist garbage that in Maine
the “biggest gang problem was the Aryan
Nation” whereas in New York City “I got

Bloods. I got Crips. I got the Latin Kings.”

Ponte has since assured the guards that no

solitary cells will close.

There is a vicious gang in the pay of the

city at Rikers: the sadistic thugs of COBA.
But it is widely portrayed as a union deal-

ing with the “safety” of its members, like

a public employee’s union fighting City

Hal! for better work conditions. Nothing

is further from the truth. The guards are

the armed thugs of the racist capitalist

class who stalk the halls of jails striking

fear into black and Latino inmates. They
are a crucial part of the apparatus of the

capitalist stale that, together with the cops

and courts, is used to repress the working

and oppressed masses on behalf of the

capitalist rulers. Cops and guards are not

workers and have no place in the union

movement.

The multiracial working class, with its

hands on the wheels of production, is the

only social force with the power and the

interest to shatter the capitalist order and

its repressive machinery. Nothing short

of socialist revolution will do away with

the depravities of America’s dungeons.

When the working class is in power inter-

nationally. the wealth now appropriated

by a tiny class of exploiters can be put

to serving the needs of humanity, from
providing quality housing to health care,

opening the door to a future in which all

can thrive.
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Reformist Left: Shills for

Imperialists Over Ukraine

Reuters

Top: Fascist Right Sector thugs take oath of allegiance to Ukraine at their Kiev

headquarters, June 3. Obama with Ukraine’s president-elect Petro Poroshenko
in Warsaw the next day.

Throughout the ongoing crisis in Ukraine,

the International Communist League and

its sections have stood staunchly against

the machinations of the U.S. imperial-

ists and their counterparts in the Euro-

pean Union (EU). Not so the vast bulk of

reformist groups across Europe, as well

as in the U.S., which have in one way or

another lined up in support of the “demo-

cratic” imperialist powers.

The U.S. and European states helped

instigate and inflame the turmoil in

Ukraine that began with the outbreak of

the Maidan protests last November after

then-president Victor Yanukovich rejected

"partnership” with the EU. Throwing

money and publicity behind the protests.

Washington in particular was central to

the formation of the new government that

was installed with the February 22 coup.

For the U.S./EU imperialists, the aim

has been to establish a client state on the

border of capitalist Russia, which under

the rule of strongman Vladimir Putin has

increasingly become a thorn in their sides

as well as a political rival.

We warned from the outset about the

presence among the Maidan protesters of

a significant fascist element, centered on

the Svoboda party, which derives from

the Ukrainian nationalists led by Stepan

Bandera, whose forces committed mass

murders of Jews and Poles in collaboration

with the Nazis during World War II. After

the war. the Banderaites worked with

Western intelligence against the Soviet

Union. The coup that ousted Yanukovich

was spearheaded by fascists and supported

by the U.S. and EU. Among the first

actions of the new parliament was to abol-

ish the official status of Russian and other

minority languages, a measure that the

interim president vetoed under pressure

to give the coup a “democratic” veneer.

The establishment of a right-wing

Ukrainian-nationalist regime in Kiev

alarmed the Russian-speaking population

of eastern and southern Ukraine. Faced

with the prospect of the further extension

of the NATO military alliance to its very

doorstep, capitalist Russia moved quickly

to bolster its troop levels in Crimea to

secure its national interests there, partic-

ularly its strategic Black Sea Fleet based

in Sevastopol. The ICL supported this

intervention based on our support of the

democratic right of Crimea’s ethnic Rus-

sian population to self-determination. In

opposition to the imperialist lie that Rus-

sia was intervening into a foreign country,

we pointed out the fact that “Crimea is

Russian," including its historical adhesion

to Russia, and explained;

“The people of Crimea have every right

to self-determination, including inde-

pendence or incorporation into Russia.

In the present juncture, exercising that

right might well depend on the support
of Russian forces. Indeed, it was the new
Crimean government that requested Rus-
sian intervention.”—"Ukraine Coup; Spearheaded

by Fascists. Backed by U.S./EU
Imperialists,” tVVNo. 1041,

7 March

The validity of our position was under-

lined by the massive vole in favor of rejoin-

ing Russia in the subsequent Crimean
referendum.

Our defense of the Russian intervention

NOTICE
Workers Vanguard skips

alternate issues in

June, July and August.

Our next issue
will be dated July 11.

did not and does not imply any political

support to the Putin regime, a capitalist

government based on Great Russian chau-

vinism. We opposed Russia’s murderous

I994 and 1999 invasions of Chechnya, a

country in the Caucasus whose popula-

tion is overwhelmingly Muslim, and call

for that country’s independence. During

the 2008 war between Russia and U.S.-

backed Georgia, we were revolutionary

defeatist on both sides: the class interests

of the workers of Georgia and Russia lay

in a struggle to overthrow their respective

capitalist rulers through socialist revolu-

tion. We also champion the rights of the

Tatar and other oppressed minorities in

Crimea and elsewhere in Russia.

After Crimea rejoined Russia, the Kiev

regime launched an ongoing campaign

against insurgent forces in the east. Hun-

dreds have already been killed in the

Ukrainian military’s bloody crackdown.

On May 2. a fascist-led mob firebombed

a trade-union building in the southern

city of Odessa, massacring more than

40 anti-government protesters. Behind

the repression lies the hand of the Kiev

regime’s patrons—the U.S. and EU impe-

rialists. While Washington and (to a lesser

extent) the EU are implementing sanctions

against associates of Putin for “interven-

ing.” the CIA and FBI are busy advising

Kiev how best to suppress the separatists.

We oppose the imperialists’ sanctions

against Russia and their military provo-

cations in the region.

Spurred on by the repression unleashed

by Kiev, insurgents in the eastern prov-

inces of Donetsk and Luhansk held May
II referendums in which the overwhelm-

ing vole was for “self rule.” We defended

the right of the people there to conduct

the referendum and to act on the result of

the vole, which could entail a push for a

federated Ukraine, independence or unifi-

cation with Russia. Upholding the demo-

cratic rights of all nationalities is crucial to

our goal of forging the revolutionary unity

of the proletariat across national, ethnic

and communal lines. An urgently needed

expression of such working-class unity

would be the formation of multi-ethnic,

non-sectarian workers militias to crush

the fascists, who represent a threat to all

workers and minorities in Ukraine. This

perspective requires steadfast opposition

to the schemes of the imperialist powers.

The situation in Ukraine Is a result of

the counterrevolutionary destruction of

the Soviet Union, the world’s first work-

ers state, in 1991-92. The imperialist-

spearheaded counterrevolution led to eco-

nomic collapse and the bloody resurgence

of national antagonisms, unleashing untold

misery on the peoples of Russia. Ukraine

and the other former Soviet Republics. To

(he best of our ability and resources, the

ICL fought to defend the USSR against

capitalist restoration and for workers polit-

ical revolution to oust the Stalinist bureauc-

racy. whose politics fatally undermined

the gains of the 1917 October Revolution.

The imperialists’ mouthpieces in the

bourgeois media are warning of a “new

cold war" between the West and Russia.

This characterization disappears the class

line that existed between the U.S. and its

West European allies on the one hand

and the Soviet degenerated workers stale

and the deformed workers states of East

Europe on the other. The current regime

in Russia represents the very capitalist

class that the imperialists fought tooth

and nail to restore to power throughout

the Cold War. After capitalist restoration,

the oligarchs enriched themselves by loot-

ing the former state-owned industries.

Apologists for

U.S./EU Imperialism

In contrast to the ICL’s proletarian

internationalist perspective, most refor-

mist groups in the U.S. and West Europe

have effectively lined up with their capi-

talist rulers, retailing lies about “Russian

aggression.” In the U.S., the International

Socialist Organization (ISO) hailed the

Maidan mobilizations as “action from

below” even while admitting the role of the

fascists. And when the White House railed

at Russia’s reincorporation of Crimea, the

ISO and Socialist Alternative/Committee

for a Workers’ International chimed in

with cries of “Russian imperialism.”

In Britain, the Socialist Workers Party

(SWP). leading section of the tendency

founded by Tony Cliff, saves the bulk of

its outrage for Russia, notwithstanding

some limited criticisms of the U.S. and

EU. A Socialist Worker (March 3) article

by SWP honcho Alex Callinicos lectured:

“Russia's seizure of military control over

Crimea has brought Ukraine to the brink

of war.” Callinicos whitewashed the role

of the fascists in the Kiev coup, offer-

ing that “those who claim Yanukovych’s

overthrow was a ‘fascist coup’ are par-

roting Moscow propaganda.” In fact, the

fascists of Svoboda and the Right Sector

were the shock troops for the coup and

quickly became prominent components of

the new Kiev government.

Such details are incidental to the SWP.
which is known for tailing after almost

any “popular” movement, no matter how-

reactionary. This goes back to their ori-

gins. when they capitulated to their own
“democratic” imperialist rulers by refus-

ing to defend the Chinese and North

Korean deformed workers states during

the Korean War of the early 1950s. The
British Socialist Worker (6 May) also gro-

tesquely alibied the May 2 fascist mas-

sacre in Odessa, reporting only that “the

Russian and Ukrainian governments each

blamed forces sympathetic to the other

side," even though video footage clearly

showed the fascists firing into the trade-

union building as people jumped to escape

the flames.

It was the German-dominated EU’s
attempt to extend its tentacles into Ukraine

that sparked the current crisis. Part of the

European left supports EU expansion,

purveying the lie that this imperialist

alliance can be transformed into a “social

Europe,” where democracy and prosperity

prevail. The Pabloite United Secretariat’s

(USec) German-language journal Inpre-

/rorr (March-April) published a statement

by French New Anti-Capitalist Party

Clarification on East Ukraine Popuiation
In "U.S. Imperialism Behind Bloody

Repression in Ukraine” (WV^No. 1046.

16 May), the use of the term “inter-

penetrated peoples” in regard to east-

ern Ukraine was misleading. This

heavily assimilated, predominantly

Russian-speaking area, inhabited by
both ethnic Ukrainians and ethnic Rus-

sians. is more accurately described as a

territory of mixed population. The term

"interpenetrated peoples" for us is not

simply a sociological characterization

but has programmatic significance,

describing situations where two or more

antagonistic peoples have claims to the

same territory (e.g.. Israel/Palestine

or Northern Ireland). In such cases,

the democratic right of national self-

determination—that is, the right to form

a separate state—cannot be achieved

for one people under capitalism with-

out violating the rights of the others.

In eastern Ukraine, there is no national

conflict between ethnic Ukrainians

and ethnic Russians, as indicated by

the turnout and overwhelming vote for

“self-rule" in the May 11 referendums

in Donetsk and Luhansk provinces.
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March 16: Crowds gather In Simferopol's Lenin Square to celebrate Crimea’s
vote to secede from Ukraine and rejoin Russia.

activist and longtime USec spokesman
Catherine Samary that claimed the solu-

tion to the Ukraine crisis was a “Bigger
Europe." In its May-June issue. Inpre-

korr printed a declaration by Zbigniew
Marcin Kowaiewski defending the right

of Ukraine to join the EU. because any-

thing else would be “the chauvinism of
the privileged."

The fake Trotskyist groups prettifying

the fascist-infested Maidan movement
today had earlier supported fascist and
other anti-Soviet forces during Cold War
II in the late 1970s and 80s. Notably, some
Stalinist-derived organizations have not

been as shrill. In Germany, which has

extensive trade relations with Russia, the

government has performed something of

a balancing act between supporting the

new regime in Kiev and trying not to

break all ties with Russia. The concerns

of a section of the German ruling class

were reflected in a March 22 statement of

the social-democratic Left Parly (formed

in part by East German ex-Stalinists),

which opined: “The answer to the sepa-

ration of the Crimea by the Russian fed-

eration which is contrary to international

law and which we condemn must lie in

diplomacy.”

And then there are those that have been
somewhat more critical of the imperialists

and their fascist allies in Ukraine. In Italy.

Rifondazione Comunista denounced the

U.S. and EU for supporting the fascists

in Kiev and opposes the sanctions against

Russia. But Rifondazione also states that

it fights to ensure "Europe is independent

of the USA.” thereby declaring their alle-

giance to the presumably more enlight-

ened EU imperialists. In fact, the EU is

an imperialist bloc whose purpose is to

tighten the screws on European workers

and to act as a tool for its larger powers,

particularly Germany, to exploit weaker,

dependent capitalist states. Its eastward

expansion will only mean increased

misery for the working class across the

continent.

The EU maintains racist fortress Europe,

under which the Mediterranean and Aegean

Seas have become mass graveyards for

desperate immigrants fleeing war and

hunger inflicted by both the U.S. and EU
imperialists in their African and Near East-

ern neocolonies. Rifondazione has made

its own contribution to fortress Europe by

participating in bourgeois governments

from 1996-98 and 2006-08. Down with

the EU and racist fortress Europe! We
fight for the expropriation of the bourgeoi-

sie through socialist revolution and for an

internationally planned economy that will

overcome the limits of the nation-state.

For a Socialist United States of Europe!

Capitalist Russia:
Not in the Imperialist Club

The British Workers Power (WP) group,

part of the League for the Fifth Interna-

tional. has published a Summer 2014

"Ukraine Supplement" headlined "Slop

Nato’s New War Drive" that includes a

polemic against the USec’s blatantly pro-

imperialist line on the Maidan protests,

While aiming most of their fire at the EU
and U.S.. WP also claims that capitalist

Russia is one of the “recent graduates to

the imperialist club.” and furthermore so

is China. They thus lend support to the

U.S. and Japanese imperialists’ ongoing

military provocations against the Chi-

nese deformed workers state (see article

on page 12). The reformists’ demoniza-

tion of “Russian imperialism” is a blatant

capitulation to their own capitalist rulers.

For Marxists, labeling a country impe-

rialist i.s not an epithet but a scientific

characterization of that country’s role

within the global economic system. Bol-

shevik leader V.I. Lenin’s 1916 pamphlet

Imperialism, the Highest Stage ofCapital-

ism put forward a Marxist description of

modern imperialism as that epoch of cap-

italism marked by monopolies, the domi-

nance of finance capital and the export of

capital. A few major advanced capitalist

states had divided the world into “spheres

of influence,” where each controlled mar-

kets and access to raw materials. Rising

imperialist powers like Germany sought to

redivide the world at the expense of estab-

lished powers like Britain and France. The
result of the interimperialist rivalries was
the horrendous slaughter of World War 1.

Russia today is not imperialist, though

it has potential to become so. Key to the

fact that Russia's imperialist aspirations

have not been realized are the efforts of

the existing imperialists, led by the U.S.,

to keep Russia out of their club. Russia

is also hampered by an economy that

is heavily dependent on extraction and

export of natural resources. With the

important exception of the armaments
industry, mainly an inheritance from the

Soviet Union, no branch of Russian man-
ufacturing is competitive in the interna-

tional market.

While it is a regional power. Russia

does not play a role in the carve-up of the

world on a global scale. Over the past 20
years. Russia has never intervened mili-

tarily outside the territory of the former

Soviet Union, except for a very limited

intervention in 1994 when Russian troops

in Serbia served as soft cops for NATO.
This is in stark contrast not only to the

U.S., which as the self-appointed "world’s

policeman" invades and bombs countries

across the globe, but also to second-

rate imperialist powers like Britain and

France, which repeatedly send their

troops abroad to advance their national

interests. More than a century of rape,

pillage and war by the imperialists of the

U.S.. Europe and Japan proves that these

are. in fact, the biggest enemies of the

world’s working people.

The Capitalist State and
National Oppression

Groups like those in the Cliffite ten-

dency justify their opposition to self-

determination for Crimea by retailing

the imperialist line that the referendum

was not democratic due to the supposed

Russian invasion. For their part. Rifon-

dazione Comunista and Workers Power,

which acknowledged in theory the right of

self-determination for Crimea, refused to

support the intervention of Russian troops

that made the implementation of that right

possible. In fact, the presence of Russian

troops was welcomed by the vast major-

ity of Crimeans for that very reason: it

enabled them to finally hold a referendum

to rejoin Russia after years of being pre-

vented from doing so by successive Kiev

governments.

The leader of the French Left Party.

Jean-Luc Mdlenchon, denounced some of

the cruder lies in the bourgeois press about

Russian troops “invading” Crimea, but at

the same lime declared in a March 5 blog

post: “Currently, the number one issue is

to avoid war. This means above all to pre-

vent the partition of the country: we do not

touch the borders in Europe! Neither here

nor anywhere.” Upholding the sanctity of

borders in Europe is. of course, the line of

the West European ruling classes, which

oppose the exercise of self-determination

by oppressed nationalities at home, such

as the Basques and Catalans.

In opposition to such chauvinism, we
call for the right of independence for

the Basques on both sides of the French

and Spanish border as well as for the

Catalans, whose scheduled referendum

on self-determination later this year has

been declared illegal by the Castilian-

chauvinist government based in Madrid.

We stand for the right of Catalonia and

other nations not only to “unilaterally"

hold a vote on independence but to act on

a vole in favor of secession.

The generally more left-sounding Stalin-

ists of the Communist Party of Greece

(KKE) also express chauvinist opposition

to changing borders. In a March 14 state-

ment on the Crimea referendum posted in

English on the KKE Web site, they wrote:

'The secession of the Crimea and its

assimilation in Russia will further

strengthen the nationalist current, both
in Ukraine and in Russia.... There is

also the danger of opening ’Pandora’s

Box’ in other regions as well, especially

in the Balkans. leading to other regions

being assimilated e.g. the assimilation of
Kosovo into the so-called ’Greater Alba-
nia' which is linked to the annexations of

the territories of neighbouring countries.

There are in any case examples from the

dismemberment of Yugoslavia which,
in the name of the self-determination of
the peoples, paved the way for border
changes."

The Pandora’s Box that the KKE is so fear-

ful of opening is full of claims on Greek
territory by bordering stales. Also weigh-

ing heavily on their minds and those of

the Greek bourgeoisie are Greek claims on

the island of Cyprus, which was bloodily

partitioned in 1974 into separate Turkish

and Greek zones. The KKE’s obsession

with not ceding an inch of “Greek soil"

provides the framework for their position

on Crimea.

That the KKE’s defense of the borders

of the bourgeois state is based on the pur-

est Greek nationalism is demonstrated

in the April 27 issue of its newspaper

Rizospastis, which denies the existence

of Macedonian or Turkish minorities in

Greece. The KKE calls for upholding

the borders drawn up by the British and

French imperialists in the 1923 Treaty

of Lausanne, which ended the predatory

war against Turkey waged by these pow-
ers and their Greek lackeys. In opposi-

tion to such nationalism, our comrades
of the Trotskyist Group of Greece uphold

the right of the Macedonian minority in

Greece to self-determination, including

the right to unite with the existing stale

of Macedonia. We also defend democratic

rights for the Turkish-speaking and other

non-Greek minorities in Greece.

To cover its chauvinism, the KKE
argues that the assimilation of Crimea
into Russia would not “solve in essence

any of the real problems of the Crimean
people” because they would be joining a

capitalist rather than a socialist country.

Some left gloss was also provided by the

inveterate reformists of the International

Marxist Tendency, led today by Alan
Woods, which conveniently sidestepped

taking a position on Crimea while call-

ing for a “united socialist Ukraine.” Con-
cretely, this echoes the chauvinist line that

Ukraine is one and indivisible—i.e., a

denial that there is any aspect of national

oppression posed in the country.

Arguments to the effect that self-

determination is meaningless under capi-

talism and should be postponed until there

is socialism are not new. Lenin argued

continued on page 10
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Women and Revolution^
We print helow aforum, editedfor

publication, given by Lisa Mar-

tin on April 5 in New York City.

Why do we say on the flyer for this

forum that Ida B. Wells is a forgotten cou-

rageous fighter for black rights? It is true

that some people have heard of her and

there are now a number of biographies of

her life. But her role has been purposely

minimized and she has been turned into

a harmless icon.

Born a slave in 1862 in the middle of

the Civil War. Ida B. Wells was in the

forefront of the fight for black rights in

the post-Reconslruction era—a time of

widespread lynch-rope terror when black

people, although not returned to slavery,

were being solidified as a race-color caste

at the bottom of American society. She

refused to accommodate racist reaction in

any way and so was anathema to those like

Booker T. Washington and his apologists

who repudiated militant struggle against

the racist status quo. The National Asso-

ciation for the Advancement of Colored

People (NAACP) initially kept her out of

its leadership and even appropriated some
of her efforts while disappearing her role

in the anti-lynching struggle.

In contrast to Wells. Booker T. Wash-

ington was a black leader whom all the

while racist capitalist leaders could appre-

ciate. Coming to the fore in the 1890s.

he represented acquiescence to forcible

segregation. Washington is famous for

his Tbskegee Institute, which was cre-

ated to prepare blacks for menial labor,

and for his ‘Atlanta Compromise” speech

in 1895 that advocated that black people

work hard, accept segregation and submit

meekly to racist oppression.

Washington’s emphasis on “industrial

education” appalled Wells, who observed

in the article “Booker T. Washington and
His Critics," which ran in the magazine
World Today (1904):

"This gospel of work is no new one for

the Negro. It is the South's old slavery

practice in a new dress. It was the only
education the South gave the Negro for

two and a half centuries she had absolute

control of his body and soul. The Negro
knows that now, as then, the South is

strongly opposed to his learning any-
thing else but how to work."

Wells characterized the TUskegean’s

answer to lynching as “give me money to

educate the Negro and when he is taught

how to work, he will not commit the crime

for which lynching is done.” In her eyes.

Washington ignored the fact that "lynch-

ing Is not invoked to punish crime but

color, and not even industrial education

will change that.”

As comrade Don Alexander pointed

out in a forum, it makes perfect sense

that Washington is being rehabilitated in

this reactionary period [see “The Reha-
bilitation of Booker T. Washington," WV
No. 1000, 13 April 2012]. The current

Democratic president Barack Obama,
the first black CEO of bloody U.S. impe-
rialism. hailed Booker T. Washington
as “the leader of a growing civil rights

movement.” Both Obama and Washington
came to the fore in periods of reaction and
serve well the while ruling class, in part

by despicably telling black people that

their ongoing oppression in this racist

capitalist society is their own fault.

On February 27. Obama gave a speech
to young black men at the While House.
He lectured them on their "responsibili-

ties,” adding that “you will have to tune

out the naysayers who say the deck Is

slacked against you." And this speech
was given in the presence of the parents

of Trayvon Martin and Jordan Davis,

two young black men who had been shot

dead by racists in Florida, a stale with a

"stand your ground" law that promotes
vigilantism. This blame-the-victim crap is

sickening, but it is in line with Booker T.

Washington. In 1906. three weeks before

a horrific ami-black pogrom in Atlanta.

Ida B. WeBs

A Black Womans

Fight Against

Lynch Terror

•f.f. •.

A v-N. U|tu.

Georgia, Washington gave a

speech denouncing black people

for committing loo much crime.

The white racist press ate it up.

We oppose Obama and all other

politicians from the capitalist par-

lies on principle. Democrats. Re-

publicans and Greens all represent

the interests of the ruling class.

We’re for a workers parly indepen-

dent from the class enemy. Such a

party, born out of class struggle by

the multiracial working class and

integrated unions, would fight for

the rights of blacks, immigrants,

women and gays as part of the

struggle to overturn capitalism.

Growing Up Amid
Racist Reaction

Ida B. Wells represented conti-

nuity in a long line of black women
who were in the forefront of the

fight against slavery and for black

liberation. Harriet TUbman played a

vanguard role in laying the ground-

work for black fre^om in the U.S.

Drawing
depicts
March 1892
lynching victims
Thomas Moss,
Calvin McDowell
and Henry
Stewart, friends
of Ida B. Wells.
Wells’s pamphlet
stressed the
importance
of armed
self-defense
for black
people.

SOUTHERN HORRORS.

LYNCH LAW
IN ALL

ITS PHASES

Mim IDA B. WELLS.
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as a conductor on the Underground Railroad

and a military strategist and spy during the

Civil War. Harriet Jacobs was an active abo-

litionist fighter who lived through the Civil

War. struggled to implement the promises

of Radical Reconstruction—the most dem-
ocratic period for black people in this coun-

try—and witnessed the betrayal of those

promises.

Wells grew up during Reconstruction,

which went through distinct phases, and
experienced the exhilaration of the freed

slaves during those volatile years. In her

youth, she came to expect full equality

and refused to accept anything less. Wells

persistently fought against the stream of

reaction that was ascendant after the

defeat of Radical Reconstruction. That

certain Northern financial interests, in

particular, investors in Southern railroads,

land, mining and timber. In “Black and

Red—Class Struggle Road to Negro Free-

dom" (1966) [reprinted in Marxist Bulletin

No. 9). one of the Sparlacist tendency’s

founding documents, we describe what

happened:

"This bloc initiated a campaign of vio-

lent race hatred among their political

opponents which succeeded in destroy-

ing the developing black-white unity. In

the context of the new racism the Black
people were disenfranchised, stripped of
all legal rights, and permanently denied
access to adequate education. Those set-

backs were codified into a senes of laws
institutionah/ing the rigid segregation
which has been the dominant feature of
the South ever since."

defeat gave rise to a new political alliance The civil rights struggles in the 1950s and
of big planters. Southern capitalists and ’60s resulted in real gains for black peo-

ple in the realm of legal equality. Yet the

black masses remain specially oppressed;

economically the last-hired, first-fired,

and through state and extralegal racist

terror forcibly segregated at the bottom

of society in ghettos, prisons and prison-

like schools.

When Wells was born, the Civil War
was raging and her hometown of Holly

Springs. Mississippi, was in the thick of

the fighting. Located 40 miles southeast

of Memphis. Tennessee, and almost 200

miles north of Vicksburg. Mississippi.

Holly Springs changed hands at least

57 times during the war. In November

1862. Union general Ulysses S. Grant

entered Holly Springs with a force of

5.000. nearly doubling the population of

the town. After the Union victory in the

war. 200 federal soldiers occupied Holly

Springs, which became the regional

headquarters of the Freedmen’s Bureau.

The first couple of years after the Civil

War were called Presidential Reconstruc-

tion. During this lime, racist “black codes"

were passed in many stales, land that had

been given to freedmen was taken back,

and racist attacks were rampant. In 1866.

horrific racist massacres in Memphis and

New Orleans made many realize that Pres-

ident Andrew Johnson’s leniency toward

the former Confederates had unleashed

renewed barbarism.

The clash beginning on May 1 in Mem-
phis between recently discharged black

veterans and racist mobs, mainly Irish

cops and firemen, resulted in the deaths of

46 black people. Hundreds of black homes
were also burned down. Then on July 30.

New Orleans cops—many Confederate

veterans—attacked a Radical-dominated

constitutional convention called by the

governor and attended by 25 delegates who
were guarded by 200 black supporters,

many former soldiers. Thirty-four black

people and three while Radical Republi-

cans were killed and over 100 were injured.

The political tide turned toward a more
radical Reconstruction. The Congressio-

nal Reconstruction Acts of 1867-68 were
passed, placing the states of the former
Confederacy under martial law. Two things

came out of this period: voting rights for

black men and public education for both

black and while children. However, the

capitalist class did not and could not make
a serious effort to redistribute land to the

former slaves because of its own interest

in protecting private property.

Learning the Importance
of Struggle

Ida was inspired by her father Jim
Wells. He was active in Reconstruction

politics and refused to back down when
the racists tried to intimidate him. With
Reconstruction making public education

available for the first time. Jim and Lizzy
Wells insisted that their children receive

as much education as possible. Ida later

recalled, “Our job was to go to school and
learn all we could.”

Jim Wells was apparently active in

the town’s Loyal League, a black politi-

cal organization run by A.C. McDonald
of Shaw University and Nelson Gill of

the Freedmen’s Bureau. The Republican-

affiliated Loyal League was founded in

1863 in the North. The Republican Party

began as a pro-Union, anti-slavery capi-

talist party. The Democratic Party, in con-

trast, was a pro-Confederate, pro-slavery

parly. Following the Civil War. thousands
of black freedmen throughout the South
organized and voted for the Republican
Party through the Loyal League, also

known as "Lincoln’s Legal Loyal League."

The Loyal League held torchlight

parades at night in Holly Springs during
election campaigns Hundreds and even
thousands of black marchers would till

the city streets with what whiles referred

to as "obscene pictures" of the Demo-
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cratic Party candidates painted on thin

cloth, ten to twelve feel long. Of course,

the racists did not think it “obscene” that

when marching for the Democratic Party

they carried a coffin in a mock funeral

procession for Nelson Gill, who with his

wife ran one of two freedmen’s schools in

Holly Springs, the one allied with the Bap-

tists. Ida attended the Methodist-run Shaw

University (now Rust College), where her

father was a trustee.

The town was relatively violence-free,

although white hostility did show itself

on the sidewalks of the town square.

Gill’s school let out about the same time

each afternoon as the Female Institute

and Bethlehem Academy, which were

attended by whites. The students from

each flocked home in groups. The whites

claimed right of way. but Mrs. Gill would

no more cede to them than her husband

would back off in politics. She placed her-

self in the center of her pupils, who would

lock arms to form a solid wall across the

sidewalk. The while girls would have to

pass around or come into contact with the

black girls. Ida's uncompromising attitude

Library of Congress

Booker T. Washington (left) with steel

magnate Andrew Carnegie, 1906.

Washington counseled black people
to accept segregation, subservience.

toward full equality was formed in this

atmosphere.

Her first fight was against segregation

in train travel. As a young woman. Wells

began leaching school in Woodstock,

Tennessee. 1 2 miles north of Memphis,
where she lived with her aunt and sis-

ters. Although she had been riding the

train without incident for over a year,

one Saturday evening in 1883 en route to

Woodstock a conductor decided she did

not belong in the first-class car because

she was black. At first. Wells ignored the

conductor, but he returned and picked up

her bags to move them to the second-class

smoking car. Wells resisted. The conduc-

tor grabbed her arm as she braced herself

against the seat. He lore her clothing, so

she bit his hand, drawing blood. The con-

ductor returned with two other men to

force this petite woman into the smoking

car. Instead, she demanded to be let off.

She was dumped off the train unceremo-

niously as white racist passengers cheered.

Wells did not back down. She sued

the railroad, winning $200. The railroad

appealed. The suit was going nowhere,

but her attorney, who she suspected was

bought off by the Chesapeake & Ohio

Railroad, promised that it would not fur-

ther harass her. Once again she was thrown

out of first class and once again she sued.

This time, she retained another attorney

and was awarded $500 on the basis that

the separate car was not equal. It look

until 1887 for the appeal by the railroad to

be settled, with the judges ruling against

Wells and holding her liable for $200 in

court costs.

This legal fight was but one example

of resistance to racist reaction. While the

recall of the final Union troops from the

South in 1877 repre.senled the official end

of Radical Reconstruction, black people

engaged in ongoing struggles against their

enforced segregation up until and after the

1896 Plessy v. Ferguson Supreme Court

decision made “separate but equal” seg-

regation the law of the land. Separate is

never equal in this racist society, as Wells

was quite aware.

A Crusading Journalist

Wells published an article about her

case, introducing her to the field of jour-

nalism. Meanwhile, Wells was fired from

her teaching job in Memphis because she

publicly denounced the deplorable condi-

tion of the segregated black schools there.

It was as a journalist that she took up the

fight against lynching.

In 1894. Frederick Douglass, the radi-

cal abolitionist leader, wrote about the epi-

demic of lynching in “Why Is the Negro

Lynched?” He observed:

“Not a breeze comes to us from the late

rebellious states that is not tainted and
freighted with Negro blood. In its thirst

for blood and its rage for vengeance,

the mob has blindly, boldly and defi-

antly supplanted sheriffs, constables and

police.... There is nothing in the history

of savages to surpass the blood-chilling

horrors and fiendish excesses perpe-

trated against the coloured people of this

country, by the so-called enlightened

and Christian people of the South.”

Douglass explained that the myth of the

black rapist was invented after the Civil

War to justify lynch law. He pointed out

that during the Civil War and Reconstruc-

tion, even while scores of black people

were killed by while mobs, the charge

of rape was never made as justification.

Instead, it was claimed that black people

were plotting insurrection and planning to

kill all white people and lake over.

Wells took the myth of the black rapist

head-on as editor of the Free Speech, an

outspoken Memphis newspaper. An 1891

editorial slated: “Those Georgetown Ken-

tucky Negroes who set fire to the town

last week because a Negro named Dudley

had been lynched, show some of the true

spark of manhood by their resentment.”

Wells advocated black retaliation against

while racist terror as the only way to slop

the atrocities.

Galvanizing her campaign against racist

lynching was the March 1892 victimiza-

tion of Calvin McDowell, Henry Stewart

and her close friend Thomas Moss. Wells

described the lynching of the three “peace-

National Portrait Gallery

Harriet Tubman, 1865.

ful. law-abiding citizens and energetic

businessmen" who ran a grocery store in

a Memphis suburb. A while man named
Barrett, the owner of a rival store on the

opposite corner, had gone into their grocery

with a drawn pistol, threatening to “clean

them out.” After hearing that Barrett was

returning with a group to attack them, her

friends “mustered forces and prepared to

defend themselves against the attack." Bar-

rett came with a 12-man posse, supposedly

with a warrant. Wells continued;

“When they entered the backdoor the

young men thought the threatened attack

was on. and fired into them. Three of the

officers were wounded, and when the

my eyes to what lynching really was. An
excuse to get rid of Negroes who were

acquiring wealth and property and thus

keep the race terrorized.”

In her 1895 pamphlet. The Red Record:

Tabulated Statistics and Alleged Causes

of Lynching in the United Slates, Wells

staled: “During the past thirty years in the

South.. .more than ten thousand Negroes

have been killed in cold blood, without

the formality of judicial trial and legal

execution...and for all these murders only

three white men have been tried, con-

victed and executed." During the 1890s,

lynchings in the South averaged two per

week. Black people were resisting segre-

gation and disenfranchisement and these

lynchings were used to force acceptance

of Jim Crow.

The Right of Armed Self-Defense

Wells was in favor of black armed self-

defense. In her autobiography, she relates

how she bought a pistol “after Tom Moss

was lynched, because I expected some

cowardly retaliation from the lynchers. I

felt that one had better die fighting against

injustice than to die like a dog or a rat in a

trap. I had already determined to sell my
life as dearly as possible if attacked. I felt

if I could lake one lyncher with me. this

would even up the score a little bit.”

In her pamphlet Southern Horrors,

which the newspaper New York Age pub-

lished after she was driven out of Mem-
phis, she further stressed the importance

of armed self-defense for black people:

“Of the many inhuman outrages of this

present year, the only case where the

proposed lynching did not occur, was
where the men armed themselves....

The only times an Afro-American who
was assaulted got away has been when
he had a gun and used it in self-defense.

Black people
voting in

the South In

1867 during
Reconstruction.

defending party found it was officers of

the law upon whom they had fired, they

ceased and got away....

“Excitement was at fever heat until

the morning papers, two days after,

announced that the wounded deputy

sheriffs were out of danger. This hin-

dered rather than helped the plans of the

whites. There was no law on the statute

books which would execute an Afro-

American for wounding a white man. but

the ‘unwritten law' did. Three of these

men. the president, the manager and

clerk of the grocery

—

‘the leaders of the

conspiracy’

—

were secretly taken from
jail and lynched in a shockingly brutal

manner. ‘The Negroes are getting too

independent,' they say, 'we must leach

them a lesson.’ What lesson? The lesson

of subordination. 'Kill the leaders and it

will cow the Negro who dares to shoot a

white man. even in self defense'."

—Southern Horrors: Lynch Law
in All Its Phases im2)

In Crusade for Justice: The Autobiog-

raphy of Ida B. Wells, published decades

after her death in 1970, Ida wrote: “Like

many another person who had read of

lynching in the South, I had accepted the

idea meant to be conveyed

—

that although

lynching was irregular and contrary to

law and order, unreasoning anger over

the terrible crime of rape led to the lynch-

ing; that perhaps the brute deserved death

anyhow and the mob was justified in tak-

ing his life.” But these three black men
were lynched “with just as much brutal-

ity as other victims of the mob; and they

hud committed no crime against while

women.” She described how this “opened

The lesson this leaches and which every

Afro-American should ponder well,

is that a Winchester rifle should have

a place of honor in every black home,
and it should be used for that protection

which the law refuses to give. When the

while man who is always the aggressor

knows he runs as great a risk of biting

the dust every time his Afro-American
victim does, he will have greater respect

for Afro-American life."

Contrary to the pacifist mythology

of the civil rights movement, there is a

long history of armed self-defense on the

part of black people. The approximately

200.000 black soldiers who fought in the

Civil War held onto their arms as long as

they could. In the 1930s. Southern union

organizers and sharecroppers armed to

defend them.selves. During the 1950s and

’60s. black gun clubs such as that started

by Robert F. Williams in Monroe. North

Carolina, and the Deacons for Defense

in Louisiana were organized around the

country to slop racist Klan terror. Many
black soldiers returning from Korea and
Vietnam refused to pul their guns down
and utilized their military training to

defend the civil rights struggle from
Klan terror. The racist capitalist state has

systematically disarmed black people in

order to fully subjugate them.

The entire working class has an interest

in opposing gun control laws. If you sup-

port gun control, you support the capital-

ist state having a monopoly of arms. This

is what Marlin Luther King Jr. pushed.

cfuitinued on page 8
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Robert F.

Williams and
wife Mabel in

Havana, 1961,
with pistol

given to him by
Fidel Castro.
Champion of

armed seif-

defense against
KKK terror,

Williams was
expelled from
NAACP and

driven into exile.

Ida B. Wells...
(continuedfrom page 7)

The Spartacisl League opposes gun con-

trol and collected money for the Dea-

cons with the slogan “Every dime buys

a bullet

"

Rape and Race
Wells’s article about the Memphis

lynching outraged the white ruling class.

An Associated Press dispatch from Mem-
phis that she read while on vacation in

New York shortly after the article was

published said that a committee of lead-

ing citizens went to the office of her

paper, the Free Speech, and ran the busi-

ness manager. J.L. Fleming, out of town.

They destroyed the type and furnishings

and left a note warning that anyone trying

to publish the paper again would be pun-

ished by death.

The article had noted that the “rape of

helpless Negro girls and women, which

began in slavery days, still continued

without let or hindrance, check or reproof

from church, state or press.” It continued:

'i also found (hat what the white man
of the South practiced as all right for

himself, he assumed to be unthinkable

in white women. They could and did

fall in love with the pretty mulatto and
quadroon girls as well as black ones, but

they professed an inability to imagine

white women doing the same thing with

Negro and mulatto men. Whenever they

did so and were found out. the cry of

rape was raised, and the lowest element

of the white South was turned loose to

wreak its fiendish cruelty on those too

weak to help themselves,"

The while racists were infuriated that she

spoke openly and boldly about consensual

sex between white women and black men.

which was an explosive issue.

Let’s be very clear. The accusation of

rape had nothing to do with any crime

against women. Instead, it was a cover

for the hideous barbaric lynchings being

carried out across the South. Rape was
not even claimed as a justification in

the majority of lynchings, but it did not

matter. As Wells pointed out in Southern

Horrors'.

"This cry has had its effect. It has dosed
the heart, stifled the conscience, warped
the judgment and hushed the voice of
press and pulpit on the subject of lynch
law throughout this 'land of liberty."

Men who stand high in the e.steem of the

public for Christian character, for moral
and physical courage, for devotion to

the principles of equal and exact justice

to all, and for great sagacity, .stand as

cowards who fear to open their mouths
before this great outrage,,.. Even to the

better class of Afro-Americans the crime
of rape is so revolting they have loo
often taken the white man's word and
given lynch law neither the investigation

nor condemnation it deserved."

Wells observed that rape of black

women by white men went unpunished.

And as far as the Southern racists’ concern

for the well-being of even white women,
they had shown during Reconstruction

~ Spartacus Youth Club
~

Events

NEW YORK CITY

Thursday, June 12, 7 p.m.

Labor’s Turning Point
video Showing

299 Broadway. Suite 318
Manhattan

Information and readings: (212) 267-1025
nysl@tiac.net

LOS ANGELES
Saturday, June 14, 12 p.m.

The Revolution Betrayed:
The Rise of Stalinism in the

Soviet Union
3806 Beverly Blvd.. Room 215

(Across the street from Vermont/Beverly
Red Line Station)

Information and readings: (213) 360-6239
slsycla@sbcglobal.net

Visit the ICL Web Site:

wwv/.icl-fi.org

that they cared nothing for the Northern

white women who had traveled heroically

to the South as teachers ul the freedmen’s

schools. Welts thundered condemnation

on American lynch law. Her article in the

New York Age, “The Truth About Lynch-

ing." was widely published and l.()()() were

sold in the streets of Memphis alone. The
racists who destroyed the Free Speech to

try and shut up Wells instead managed
to propel her on an international lour, on

which her words reverberated worldwide.

On the International Stage

Wells began her speaking career on

October 5, 1892 at u talk organized by

black women in New York that launched

the Women’s Loyal Union. This appear-

ance was followed by invitations to speak

in Boston; Philadelphia; Wilmington,

Delaware; Chester. Pennsylvania; and

Washington, D.C. In Philadelphia, her talk

was widely attended, including by many
from the old abolitionist movement. Also

attending was Catherine Impey, the edi-

tor of Anti-Caste, a magazine published

in England that opposed caste oppression

in India.

Wells’s first European engagement

was at the home of Isabelle Fyvie Mayo,

a Scottish author who provided shelter to

students from Ceylon (today Sri Lanka)

and India. The gruesome lynching of

Henry Smith in Paris. Texas, in 1893 had

shocked and outraged Mayo. In view of a

mob of 10,000, Smith was tortured with

hot irons for almost an hour and then

University of Massachusetts

W.E.B. Du Bois, circa 1907.

doused with gasoline and burned to death.

Wells wrote about it. noting that “the

mob fought over the hot ashes for bones,

buttons, and teeth for souvenirs.” When
Mayo was told that many people were not

aware of and so did not care about lynch-

ings, she agreed to form a group called

“Emancipation” that would take up the

fight against lynch terror.

After first speaking in a drawing room
at Mayo’s home before a small group of

organizers. Wells went on to speak to a

meeting attended by approximately 1.500.

Wells gave talks all over Scotland, inform-

ing people of the atrocities occurring in

the American South. She proceeded on

to the English cities Newcastle. Birming-

ham and Manchester and got resolutions

passed all over Britain. Those resolu-

tions were published throughout the U.S.,

including the South, further enraging the

racist authorities.

Wells traveled directly from her first

anii-iynching lecture campaign in Europe

to the Columbian Exposition of 1893 in

Chicago. It was a segregated event. Black

people were not allowed, except at the

Haitian exhibit. The Expo had reproduc-

tions of antebellum plantation scenes glo-

rifying slavery and contained no hint of

the violence and repression black people

were being subjected to.

Wells saw possibilities in forcing visi-

tors, who came to celebrate the progress

of white men. to confront the bloodlust of

while lynch mobs. Wells waged an uphill

battle, even against Frederick Douglass,

who was somewhat skeptical of her plan

to publish an 81-page pamphlet. The Rea-

son Why the Colored American Is Not

in the World's Columbian Exposition.

Douglass wrote the introduction. Wells

contributed a chapter titled "Lynch Law"

and another on the convict lease system

in the South that enslaved black people on

chain gangs and was used to drive down
wages of free labor. The Haitian govern-

ment hud asked Douglass to supervise its

exhibit. So Wells was able to distribute

10,000 of these pamphlets from a desk

she manned at the Haitian Building.

Wells and Women’s Rights

Like Douglass, Wells was a staunch cham-

pion of women’s rights—even though fem-

inist leaders like Elizabeth Cady Stanton

and Susan B. Anthony, formerly avowed
abolitionists, turned their movement for

women’s rights into a tool of racist reac-

tion following the Civil War. Feminists

organized against passage of the Fifteenth

Amendment to the Constitution because it

gave voles to black men and not to women.
Wells worked with the suffragists in

a much later period and fought against

their disgusting conciliation of Southern

racists. In January 1913. Wells formed

the Alpha Suffrage Club, the first suf-

frage group for black women in Chicago.

The group sent Wells as its delegate to a

national suffrage parade held on March

3. 1913 in Washington. D.C.. during the

presidential inauguration of the vile racist

Democrat Woodrow Wilson.

To appease racist Stmthem white women
who did not want an integrated march, the

president of the Illinois Suffrage Asso-

ciation decided to exclude Wells from

their delegation. Wells was outraged and

declared she would boycott the march if

she could not march under the Illinois

banner. Instead of boycotting, though, she

came out of the crowd along the parade

route and slipped in next to a white Illi-

nois delegate, successfully integrating the

march without official permission.

Wells was a woman in a very anti-

woman period. From the time she was 16

years old and took care of her siblings,

Wells was maligned for taking on such

responsibility as an independent young

woman. Rumors went around that she

was being kept as the mistress of an older

white man. which infuriated her. Wells’s

struggle for full equality was complicated

by the fact that she wanted respectabil-

ity as a woman, something which black

women under slavery had been denied.

Slave masters routinely brutalized

black girls and women—including Ida’s

mother—^justifying such dehumanizing

treatment by labeling them “sexual sav-

ages.” Stripped, beaten and raped, black

women suffered an extra burden under

slavery. But “respectability” under cap-

italism. particularly in Victorian limes,

meant that a woman should be subjugated

to a man in the nuclear family. Black

working-class women are triply oppressed

in capitalist society by race, sex and class.

Women’s right to vole in the U.S.

was not recognized until after the Rus-

sian workers revolution of October 1917,

which gave women the vote. The Bolshe-

vik Revolution pul the question of wom-
en’s rights on the international agenda
as never before. Full equality for women
necessitates replacing all the functions of

the family with free 24-hour childcare,

dining halls, laundries, cleaning services,

not to mention free abortion on demand
as part of free, quality health care for all.

This real equality is what the Bolsheviks
took steps toward after they look power.
No capitalist government will ever do so.

Wells saw herself as an anomaly. She
refused to limit herself to what were seen

as “women’s concerns.” Wells had many

suitors; many were writers who sparred

with her in the press. Wells obviously was

only going to get together with a man with

a strong political backbone, someone who

could respect her as his full equal. She

married Ferdinand Barnett, a black law-

yer living in Chicago, in 1895. They first

met when they worked together on the

anti-lynching pamphlet for the Columbian

Exposition of 1893. Barnett owned a black

newspaper, the Chicago Conservator, for

which Wells began to write in 1893. They

shared political views.

The Barnetts and W.E.B. Du Bois

coalesced into an anti-Booker T. Wash-

ington camp following the 1903 publica-

tion of Du Bois’ book The Souls ofBlack

Folk, a polemic against Washington. Du
Bois presented his idea of a “talented

tenth” elite of the black population who
would uplift the black masses. Wells was

particularly opposed to Washington's ser-

vile acceptance of segregation because of

her own bitter experience in Memphis.

While race riots and lynchings of blacks

in Springfield. Illinois, in 1908 led to the

founding of the NAACP the following

year. Wells spoke from the floor of Coo-

per Union at the initial NAACP meeting

to urge the assembly not to compromise
with Booker T. Washington’s TUskegee

machine.

Du Bois was the only black person

on the nominating committee for the

NAACP’s leadership body. Also on that

committee were Mary White Ovington.

a member of the Socialist Party (SP). and

Oswald Garrison Villard, the grandson
of abolitionist leader William Lloyd Gar-

rison and an avid Booker T. Washington
supporter. Those two shunned Wells;

Ovington was very condescending to

blacks, seeing them only as victims, and
thus opposed an outspoken radical black

woman like Wells having a leadership

position. Both Wells and William Monroe
Trotter, another outspoken black radical

of the lime, were purposely omitted from
the leadership body by Du Bois.

Later. Du Bois in his 1940 book Dusk
ofDawn erased Wells from the campaign
that saved Steve Greene of Arkansas, giv-

ing the credit to the NAACP. Greene was
a black man who killed a while farmer
in self-defense. In 1910, Greene arrived

in Chicago wounded from the shootout

and was extradited to Arkansas to be
lynched- The Negro Fellowship League
run by Wells raised money and organized
a defense committee that spirited Greene
to safely. Wells had him returned to Chi-
cago and hid Greene successfully.

Wells in Context

Wells was a militant reformer. She was
religious and was part of the black middle
class, albeit somewhat of a thorn in their

side. She appealed for federal legislation

to ban lynching. Such a ban was her ulti-

mate goal, as she did not have a Marxist
perspective. She was a courageous liberal.

Wells has to be taken in historic con-
text. The victory of the North in the Civil

War opened the road for the development
of the working class. The proletariat is

key to the overthrow of capitalism, which
is the only way forward for black libera-

tion. While the young American working
class waged some explosive struggles,

including tor the eight-hour day. it was
still in its formative stage. Following the

Civil War. a populist movement developed
based on black and while poor farmers in
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ihe Midwest and the South. Big Business

mobilized to smash this interracial move-
ment. ultimately driving a wedge between

its black and while components.

Wells took an important outspoken

stand in defense of union organizing.

The Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters

(BSCP) had been founded in 1925. Rail-

way sleeping car porters were commonly
referred to as “George," after George
Pullman of the Pullman Company. Porters

were overwhelmingly black, and the prac-

tice derived from the Old South, where

slaves were named after their masters.

The union leadership sought to build

its membership by targeting one of the

Pullman Company\s biggest terminals:

Chicago. In December 1925. women from
Wells’s Chicago women’s rights club

invited A. Philip Randolph, the head of

the BSCP and a member of the Socialist

Party, to speak at their meetings. Wells

hosted Randolph at her home, The club

women, together with a sympathetic min-

ister. campaigned to promote the Broth-

erhood. defying a storm of protest by the

black press and most of the clergy.

For more than two years, as the Chicago

Defender, a black newspaper, obsequiously

defended the Pullman management and

opposed the BSCP, Wells and her cohorts

clearly see the need for American revo-

lutionaries to systematically organize the

whole multiracial working class against the

atrocities being committed against black

people. His color blindness was expressed

in his statement: "We have nothing special

to offer the Negro, and we cannot make
separate appeals to all the races.’’

The American Socialist Party belonged

to the Second International, which also

included the Russian Social Democratic

Labt)r Party. The Russian parly split into

two parts in 1903. The leader of the left

wing of that split, known as the Bolshe-

viks. was V. I. Lenin. In What Is To Be
Done? (1902), Lenin put forward that it

was not enough to struggle for economic
demands for the workers—revolution-

aries also had to fight against all attacks

on the oppressed. Lenin wrote: "The
social-democrat's ideal should not be the

trade union secretary, but the tribune of
the people." The Bolsheviks championed
national rights for oppressed minorities.

They organized labor defense guards

to defend Jewish people against tsarist

pogroms and fought for women’s rights

as part of their working-class program.

After the Bolsheviks took power, they

organized the Third (Communist) Interna-

tional and recruited from socialist parlies

July 1920:
Lenin
addresses
Petrograd
demonstration
commemorating
heroes of world
proletariat

during Second
Congress of

Communist
International.

raised support for the union within the

black middle class. Milton Webster. BSCP
local organizer, believed that Wells’s club

women were instrumental to the union

gaining a voice in black Chicago. By siding

with labor in this struggle. Wells alienated

others in the black elite.

Black and Red
The early SP in the U.S. included every-

one from outright racists like Victor Berger

to liberals like Mary While Ovington to

revolutionaries like Eugene V. Debs. Debs
was an anti-racist who spoke out against

lynching and was in favor of organizing

integrated unions. But even Debs, who was
among the best of the Socialists, did not

and anarchist groups around the world to

form Communist parties that attracted

those inspired by the Russian Revolution.

The Comintern made a special point that

Communists in the U.S. had to organize

to defend black people. James P. Cannon,
a founding member of the Communist
Parly (CP) and later leader of Ameri-

can Trotskyism, staled in The First Ten

Years of American Communism (1962):

"Everything new on the Negro question

came from Moscow—after the Russian

Revolution began to thunder its demand
throughout the world for freedom and
equality for all national minorities, all

subject peoples and all races—for all the

despised and rejected of the earth."

Above: Pullman porters in Chicago,
1922. Three years later, Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porters, led by A. Philip

Randolph (inset), was founded.

Anti-black racism is the main weapon
used by the capitalist rulers to divide and
weaken the working class as a whole. The
fight for black rights was and is a mat-

ter of self-defense for all workers. This

became very clear in 1919 when there

was an attempt to organize black and
white meatpacking workers in Chicago.

A racist riot killed many black people and
isolated black workers in their segregated

neighborhoods. What was needed were

integrated labor defense guards to protect

black workers and their families. These
were not organized. Instead.- the bosses

were able to recruit blacks as scabs, which

helped defeat the organizing drive.

In the wake of the Russian Revolution

and under the prodding of the Bolsheviks,

the CP over time came to appreciate the

struggle against black oppression. While
they won to their ranks a small group of

radicals from the African Blood Brother-

hood in Harlem in the 1920s. this work
did not really lake off in a big way until

the 1930s. Despite Stalinist degeneration,

the CP did good work in the South fight-

ing for black rights in this period. The
International Labor Defense (ILD)

—

a

non-sectarian defense organization ini-

tiated by the Communist International

on which the Partisan Defense Com-
mittee is based—took up the case of the

Scoitsboro Boys. These nine black youths

were threatened with legal lynching and

would have been murdered by the state

of Alabama were it not for the interna-

tional campaign waged by the ILD and

the Comintern.

As much as things have changed, they

have remained the same. Despite the

civil rights movement, black oppression

remains the bedrock of capitalism in

Obama’s America. The fight to organize

the South is as crucial to the workers

movement as ever, especially since many
industrial unions have been decimated.

Public schools in this country are more
segregated than they were 40 years ago.

Black people and Latinos have become
the majority in the nation’s prisons as

the prison population has swelled to over

two million during the last two decades.

The death penalty is legal lynching—the

majority of those on death row are black

or Latino—and a part of the legacy of

chattel slavery. It has become less popu-

lar in some quarters, but in the South the

death penally is going strong.

The fjght against racist terror and oppres-

sion continues. Our communist program is

for revolutionary integraiionism. We are for

the full integration of black people into an

egalitarian socialist society. We strive for

equality for black people, but not by relying

on the good graces of the capitalist poli-

ticians of the Democratic or Republican

Parties, the enemies of labor and black

struggle. Instead, we seek to mobilize the

working class in independent action.

Black rights and labor rights will either

go forward together or fall back sepa-

rately. W'e aim to build a revolutionary

parly like the Bolsheviks that can uproot

racist oppression through a thoroughgoing

workers revolution that will expropriate

the capitalist class and establish a work-

ers government. Triply oppressed black

women workers will play a key role in

building that revolutionary party. When
black people fight for their rights as in

the 1950s and 1960s, it clears the ground
for the entire working class to struggle for

workers power. We want to turn fighters

for black freedom into fighters for com-
munism. We aim to finish the Civil War
through workers revolution! When the

working class in power writes its official

history. Ida B. Wells, the uncompromis-
ing fighter, will not be forgotten. She will

hold an honored place as a historic fighter

for black equality.

Albuquerque...
(continuedfrom page 3)

killing people, the APD is busy torturing

them. Cops fired stun guns at a deranged

man who had doused himself in gasoline,

setting him ablaze; at a 75-year-old home-
less man for refusing to leave a bus stop;

and at a 16-year-old boy for refusing to lie

on a floor covered in broken glass.

The crimes of the APD should be met
with massive, militant prole.st. As Marxists,

we seek to direct outrage over cop violence

into a fight against the entire so-called

justice system and its police enforcers.

Reformist socialist outfits active In the

Albuquerque protests, however, preach reli-

ance on the same justice system to allow

some kind of popular control of the cops.

One of them, the Solidarity group, calls to

"organize and protest in the streets, in the

ballot boxes and in the courts to ensure

the DOJ holds the APD accountable" (16

April). "Accountable” to whom? Along with

local police, the courts, prisons and armed
forces, the DOJ is part of the bourgeois

state apparatus—armed bodies of men
whose job is to violently repress class and
social struggle in service of the capitalist

rulers. Society’s castoffs are especially

vulnerable to the cops' sadistic brutality.

The DOJ investigation found a pattern

of the APD using deadly force "in an
unconstitutional manner." no news to city

residents who live in fear of the thugs in

uniform. The Feds often step into such

situations to help with damage control

and make a show of "cleaning up” local

police so that they can more effectively

go about their business of terrorizing the

population. When the DOJ examines the

conduct of its own. lo and behold, it turns

up nothing. The FBI cleared its agents 150

limes out of 150 shootings from 1993 to

2011, just as APD internal affairs and the

local District Attorney’s “investigative

grand juries" have given the cops a pass

on all the shootings in Albuquerque. For
that city, the DOJ proposes 44 remedies—

including the usual palliatives like revis-

ing the "civilian oversight process”—none
of which are to be implemented without

the approval of the local cops!

Peddling measures lo supposedly allow

civilian oversight and control of the police

is the stock and trade of the ANSWER
coalition led by the Party for Socialism

and Liberation (PSL). When in 2010
PSL/ANSWER joined a National Day
Against Police Brutality in Albuquer-

que. they proclaimed: “We want police

accountability. We want the police over-

sight commission to have some power to

represent the community" (PSLweb.org.

2010). Albuquerque is itself glaring proof

of the worthlessness of such schemes.

Its oversight commission dates back to

the 1990s. when the APD was engaged

in a similar killing spree. Over the years,

the police chief has simply overruled

the commission whenever it found a cop
killing "unjustified." On April 15. three

commission members resigned, noting its

impotence, complicity and cozy relations

with APD brass. Today. PSL/ANSWER
seem to have quietly shelved the call for

more robust civilian oversight in favor of
the no less bankrupt strategy of pressur-

ing the mayor—who as the APD’s boss Is

complicil in its murderous rampages—to

rein in the cops.

From Oakland to New York City. New
Orleans to Boston, cop violence is endemic
to the capitalist system, as are imperialist

wars and occupations, the mass incarcer-

ation of black and Latino youth in this

country and the poverty that stalks work-

ing people. The capitalist state cannot
be reformed to serve the interests of the

working class and minorities. The families

of those who have been killed by the police

have won some money in lawsuits and
deserve every penny they can wrest from
the city. What is necessary to win justice

is to destroy, root and branch, the whole
slate apparatus that upholds capitalist class

rule and in its place construct a workers
state, laying the basis for the emancipation
of all the exploited and oppressed.*
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Ukraine...
(continuedfrom page 5)

forcefully against this position, includ-

ing in his 1916 theses on "The Socialist

Revolution and the Right of Nations to

Self-Determination”;

"The proletariat cannot remain silent on

the question of the frontiers of a state

founded on national oppression, a ques-

tion so ‘unpleasant’ for the imperialist

bourgeoisie. The proletariat must strug-

gle against the enforced retention of

oppressed nations within the bounds of the

given state, which means that they must

fight for the right to self-determination.

The proletariat must demand freedom of

political separation for the colonies and

nations oppressed by "their own’ nation.

Otherwise, the internationalism of the

proletariat would be nothing but empty
words; neither confidence nor class sol-

idarity would be possible between the

workers of the oppressed and the oppres-

sor nations."

Cheerleaders for

Counterrevolution

While much of the pseudo-Trotskyist

left stands against the exercise of self-

determination for Crimea today, their

posture was very different when it came

to the imperialist-sponsored counterrev-

olutionary movements that wielded self-

determination as a key tool in the over-

throw of the Soviet workers state. The

USec, among others, supported a host

of counterrevolutionary "independence”

movements in the Baltic republics, going

so far as to salute fascist nationalists like

the Estonian "Forest Brothers” for their

“armed struggle against Stalinism” (see:

Vietnam...
(continuedfrom page 12)

antagonism between the Soviet Union

and Beijing developed into a full-blown

split. Among the betrayals marking this

split were the Kremlin’s delivery of MIG
fighter planes to capitalist India during its

1962 border war with China and China’s

seriously disrupting, at times, the flow of

Soviet military aid to Vietnam during that

country’s war with the U.S. Mao declared

“Soviet social imperialism” to be his main

enemy. This dovetailed with the Ameri-

can rulers’ strategic aim of destroying the

Soviet degenerated workers state, at the

time the main obstacle to U.S. world dom-
ination. The Chinese Communist Party’s

stance led it into an alliance with U.S.

imperialism against the Soviet Union,

sealed with Richard Nixon’s 1972 visit to

China in which he drank champagne with

Mao as the U.S. escalated its bombing of

Vietnam and mined Haiphong harbor.

In 1979, China invaded Vietnam, act-

ing as a cat’s paw for U.S. imperialism.

The invasion came in the wake of Chi-

nese leader Deng Xiaoping’s visit to the

U.S. in pursuit of foreign investment.

Recently, the Chinese Stalinists have

worked together with the imperialists to
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You know that you have to hold on to

your wallet when organizations that sided

over and over again with the forces of

“democratic” counterrevolution in Soviet

bloc countries now parade around with

calls for a “socialist” or “Soviet” Ukraine.

Take the Workers Revolutionary Party

(EEK) in Greece and the Communist
Workers Party (PCL) in Italy, sections

of the Coordinating Committee for the

Refoundation of the Fourth International

(CRFI) headed by the Argentine pseudo-

Trotskyist Jorge Altamira. In a March
30 declaration of their "Workers Euro-

Mediterranean Conference,” they came
out against Crimean self-determination,

declaring: “No to all annexations, no to

the dismemberment of Ukraine—for an

independent, united, socialist Ukraine!”

Such riietoric about a “socialist Ukraine”

is pretty rich coming from the Altamira

tendency, which hailed Boris Yeltsin’s

pro-imperialist countercoup in Moscow

in August 1991 that opened the floodgates

to capitalist counterrevolution and has

since tried to cover its tracks by denying

that the counterrevolution even happened!

To this day, they claim, as in their March

30 statement, that there is an “on-going

process of capitalist restoration” taking

place in Ukraine and other parts of the

former Soviet Union.

It should be noted that Savvas Michael

Matsas, current leader of the EEK, was

the longstanding leader in Greece of the

fake-Trotskyist tendency led by political

bandit Gerry Healy. While the Healy-

ites nominally stood for “defense of the

Soviet Union,” they supported just about

every anli-Communist force encircling

the Soviet workers state, from Khomeini’s

mullahs in Iran to the CIA’s mujahedin in

Afghanistan and Polish Solidamo<(f.

Those leftists who supported the impe-

rialists' anti-Soviet drive in the guise of

"anti-Stalinism” bear their own small

measure of responsibility for the social

devastation and the upsurge in nationalist

chauvinism that swept the former USSR
and East Europe after counterrevolution.

Workers and youth looking for a revolu-

tionary Marxist program must turn to the

Bolshevik political arsenal—the experi-

ences of the October Revolution, the early

Communist International and Trotsky’s

Fourth International. New gains for the

workers and the oppressed will be won
only by those who have fought to defend

past gains. In opposition to the reformists

and centrists who long ago made peace

with their own capitalist rulers, the ICL

fights to forge a party that can lead new
October Revolutions.

draw up sanctions to punish North Korea

for testing its nuclear weapon systems.

By pursuing such policies, the Stalinist

bureaucracies dangerously undermine the

defense of the social gains of the revolu-

tions that overthrew capitalist rule.

An example of how the Vietnamese

bureaucracy promotes reactionary anti-

Chinese chauvinism among the workers

and peasants was a ceremony held for

the first time in Hanoi in January to pro-

test China’s having taken control of the

Paracel Islands in 1974. This anniversary

has traditionally been commemorated by

counterrevolutionary Vietnamese ^migrds

overseas, who are bitter that China took

these islands away from the capitalist

South Vietnamese government, a U.S.

puppet. But this year in Hanoi, demon-
strators chanted anti-China slogans while

laying flowers at the feet of the statue of

eleventh-century emperor Ly Thai To.

Trying to explain the phenomenon of

two “Communist” countries facing each

other down in a military confrontation,

the Workers World Party (WWP) wrote

a May 22 editorial that was completely

in sync with their Stalinoid tradition and

utter anti-Marxist liberalism. On the basis

that China is “a strong power” and Viet-

nam “a relatively small, underdeveloped

country,” they call on China “to take the

first step in de-escalating this crisis.”

While claiming to defend both countries

against imperialism and capitalist coun-

terrevolution, WWP does not acknowl-

edge that Vietnam is in fact giving a

hand to the U.S. as it tightens the noose

around China. Using language similar

to everyone from neo-cons to Obama to

anti-Communist social democrats, WWP
demands that China “erase all traces of

big power domination.” Refusing to dis-

tinguish between the workers slates and

their imperialist-appeasing bureaucratic

rulers, WWP can only plead with the lat-

ter to do the right thing.

If the imperialists succeed in trans-

forming China once again into a giant

sweatshop through capitalist counterrevo-

lution, it would give a shot of adrenaline

to the imperialists’ whole decaying profit

system. Both military encirclement and

economic penetration have their place

in achieving this goal. Beijing’s “social-

ism with Chinese characteristics” has

meant fostering profit-making enterprises

and welcoming imperialist and overseas

Chinese investors. Such measures have

sharply increased inequality and favored

CHINA
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Chinese ship shoots water cannon at Vietnamese vessel In South China Sea,
May 7.

the growth of capitalist forces within

China.

Yet the impact of imperialist invest-

ment in China and Vietnam is contradic-

tory: economic growth has raised incomes

and brought about significant growth of a

young, urbanized proletariat. The bureau-

crats of both countries understand that

they are silting atop a volcano of social

unrest. Although lacking the infrastruc-

ture and more sophisticated technology

of China, Vietnam has a vibrant, militant

proletariat that has been fighting against

low wages, inflation, growing inequality

and the corruption of the bureaucracy,

staging over 800 strikes in 2011. In many
cases, their exploiters are the same, such
as the Taiwanese sports shoe manufac-
turer Yue Yuen, which was the target of

the biggest strike in China in decades and
which manufactures one-third of its total

output in Vietnam.

If revolutionary workers governments
were in power in Beijing and Hanoi, the

conflict over the Paracels would be eas-

ily resolved with both countries sharing
technology and cooperating in develop-

ment of the area’s natural resources, and
in mutual defense against Imperialism.

The Trotskyist program of proletarian

political revolution—the overthrow of

the Stalinist bureaucracies and the estab-

lishment of governments based on work-
ers, peasants and soldiers councils—con-

stitutes the only truly effective defense of

these slates and is part of the strategy of
proletarian revolutions internationally to

put an end to the imperialist order*
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Detroit...
(continuedfrom page I)

to steal what remains of those gains. For a

start, the labor movement should demand
that the federal government insure the full

value of both public and private pension

funds. Government-provided health care

should be available to all at no charge. The

ruling class has no intention of providing

these or other necessities to the workers

whose labor it exploits, much less to the

unemployed, the ghetto poor and everyone

else on the bottom. In Fighting for these

necessities, the working class must be won
to the understanding that the way forward

is to sweep away capitalist rule and create

its own government, laying the basis for

the socialist reconstruction of society to

meet human needs.

Detroit Scheme:
Threat to All Workers

With the Detroit bankruptcy, the racist

capitalist rulers are once again making the

working class and the black poor pay for the

greed, decay and irrationality of the sys-

tem of production for profit. Once a pow-

erhouse of the U.S. economy and a center

of integrated union power. Detroit has been

turned into a giant, rusting disaster area by

the auto corporations that abandoned the

city in order to exploit cheaper, non-union

labor in the U.S. South and overseas. What
had once been the fifth-largesi metropolis

in the U.S. is today the 18th-largest. Hol-

lowed out by the decline of the American

auto industry and further wrecked by the

financial crisis. Detroit today faces esti-

mated long-term debts of over $18 billion.

The former Motor City, where hundreds

of thousands of unionized black auto work-

ers once had the semblance of a decent job.

is now a vast urban wasteland. Simply put,

black Detroit has been deemed expendable

by the racist ruling class, which endlessly

blames "overly generous" union contracts

for the devastation the capitalists them-

selves have wrought. While black indus-

trial workers were the first to be written

off by the bourgeoisie, since their labor was

no longer needed to produce profits, such

ruin now increasingly stalks the working

class across the country. {For more, see

our article “Detroit: The Rise and Fall

of a Labor/Black Stronghold.” WV Nos.

1044 and 1045. 18 April and 2 May.)

From Obama on down, the government
has made clear that Detroit’s black masses

are not about to receive a smidgen of the

largesse that was dished out not too long

ago to the big banks and auto companies.

Continuing a move undertaken by the

Republican Bush While House, the Dem-
ocratic Obama administration bailed out

General Motors and Chrysler with lens

of billions of dollars when they threat-

ened bankruptcy. With the companies
claiming that they could no longer afford

to pay union pensions and health bene-

fits to retirees and new-hires, the UAW
lops saluted their Commander-in-Chief

and willingly agreed to massive give-

backs. These included a two-tier wage
scheme that allowed the automakers to

hire assembly-line workers at a bit more

than half the previous pay scale as well

as a no-strike pledge. GM, for one. has

since bounced back to reap record profits

for its owners—a capitalist success story

recently dimmed by the exposure of the

GM bosses’ murderous indifference to

those who purchased a Cobalt.

The UAW bureaucracy’s role in gutting

union wages as part of the auto bailout

was the climax of decades of sacrificing

its members on the altar of the profit-

ability of American capitalism, not least

through peddling ctjauvinisl "America

first" protectionism..In sapping the fight-

ing strength of the UAW. once the pow-

erhouse of the U.S. labor movement, the

union tops undermined the ability of the

working class in Detroit to counter the

auto bosses with concentrated power. The
labor sellouts thus not only helped prepare

the ground for the devastation of Detroit

but opened the door to further attacks on

workers more broadly, as seen, for exam-
ple. in the anti-union “right to work” law

passed in Michigan in December 2012.

The outcome of the Detroit bankruptcy

scheme will have far-reaching conse-

quences for public-sector workers across

the country. Pension obligations for pub-

lic employees had been considered legally

protected until two recent municipal

bankruptcies—one in Pritchard. Ala-

bama. and another in Central Falls. Rhode
Island, where pensions were cut as much
as 50 percent. In fact, Michigan and some
other states have constitutional statutes

guaranteeing public employees’ pensions.

Detroit’s "grand bargain" would change

ail that. It would set a precedent for sup-

posedly cash-strapped governments to

slash pensions, as well as eliminating hard-

won medical benefits and throwing work-

ers onto the mercy of the "Obamacare"
insurance marketplace. Officials in San

Bernardino. California, which is also in

bankruptcy, see Detroit as a test case for

slashing their obligations to the state’s

public employee retirement system. From
California to Illinois and New Jersey.

Democratic and Republican politicians

are looking for a way out of their commit-

ments to retirement plans, many of which

are woefully underfunded.

For decades, public union misleaders

had helped state and local governments

hold the line on increased wages and ben-

efits with the promise of greater contribu-

tions to pension funds. A form of deferred

wages, pensions are suppo.sed to be held

in trust until they are needed. But those

funds became a honeypot

for high-rolling bankers

and hedge fund manag-

ers, in league with state

pension plan managers,

for some of their riskiest

investments. And when
these imploded, pension

funds were burned.

American corporations

(steel, airline and auto

companies, to name just

a few) have long utilized

bankruptcy as a tool to

loot pensions, slash labor

costs and bust unions.

Now capitalist politicians

are using the same weapon

against government work-

ers. In Detroit’s case, the

rulers are counting on the

isolation of the city’s over-

whelmingly black popula-

tion from the mainly white worWorce In the

rest of the state to push through cuts that

will be the leading edge of an assault on all

workers. The Detroit plan is a continuation

of the war waged by both the Democratic

and Republican parties of capital against

public employee unions, which, due to dein-

dustrialization in the Midwest and North-

east and the precipitous decline of private-

sector unions, now comprise about one-half

of organized labor. We say; All labor must

fight the assault on public workers! No to

pension and health care cuts!

For a ClasS‘Struggle Perspective

For workers and retirees, the Detroit

bankruptcy ballot is a lose-lose situation.

But the "Moratorium Now! Coalition to

Stop Foreclosures, Evictions, and Utility

Shutoffs" backed by the reformist Work-

ers World Party (WWP) tells workers and

retirees to vote "no" in order to wage a

fight "in the courts and in the streets" to

"make the banks pay." By signing on to

the ballot hoax and urging yet more court

suits, WWP & Co. are telling people to

rely on the very instruments the ruling

class is using to force through the bank-

ruptcy and its savage cuts. As for the

union misleaders and Democratic Party

pels who are complicit in the scheme,

mum’s the word from the WWP.
Meanwhile, the counterfeit "Trotsky-

ists” of the Socialist Equality Party (SEP)

have switched from telling pensioners to

vote "no” to acknowledging that the ballot

is itself a fraud. This shift, to be sure, is

not to help prepare the way for some des-

perately needed union struggle in defense

of pensions and health benefits. A May 15

SEP statement argues for “action commit-
tees” against the bankruptcy plan to be

"organized independently of and in oppo-

sition to the trade unions." This puts the

SEP in league with the very forces driv-

ing the bankruptcy scheme, which want

to crush whatever is left of public workers

unions in the city.

Conflating the unions—the basic

economic defense organizations of the

working class—with their pro-capitalist

misleaders. the SEP has opposed organ-

izing non-union auto plants, as seen in

its gloating over the UAW’s defeat in

Chattanooga earlier this year, and openly

alibied for scabbing. And these political

bandits do not slop there. Two years ago.

as millions were outraged over the killing

of I7-year-old Trayvon Martin by a racist

vigilante in Florida, a statement by the

SEP’s presidential candidate Jerry White
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Then-UAW head Ron Gettelfinger (second from left)

with CEOs of GM, Ford and Chrysler at 2008 Con-
gressional hearing on auto bailout that showered
billions on industry, giants while gutting the union.

opined that the killing "is not fundamen-

tally about race" and concluded by urging

a “fight for socialism" (see "SEP Denies

Racism in Trayvon Marlin Killing," WV
No. 1005. 6 July 2012). The SEP peddles

the grotesque notion that the socialist lib-

eration of the working class means deny-

ing the reality of black oppression—a cor-

nerstone of capitalist rule in the U.S. To
anyone tempted by the SEP’s “Marxist"

verbiage, we say: Buyer, beware!

The crisis in Detroit glaringly shows the

need to sweep out the sellout labor bureau-

crats and forge a new, class-struggle lead-

ership of the unions—independent of and

opposed to ail capitalist parties—as part

of the fight to build a revolutionary work-

ers party. The arrogant capitalist rulers

presume that people will passively accept

being thrown from their jobs and homes,

losing vital services and any hope for a

decent future for themselves or their chil-

dren. But there is enormous resentment at

the base of society toward the tiny class

of obscenely rich exploiters. The key is to

harness and direct anger among workers

and minorities toward the eradication of

racist capitalism.

Laying out the programmatic frame-

work for such a struggle, the 1938 Transi-

tional Program, written by Bolshevik rev-

olutionary Leon Trotsky, raised a series

of "transitional demands, stemming from
today’s conditions and from today’s con-

sciousness of wide layers of the working

class and unalterably leading to one final

conclusion: the conquest of power by the

proletariat." Against the catastrophe of

mass unemployment, we call for a shorter

workweek with no loss in pay to spread

the available work. Desperately needed

is a massive program of public works to

rebuild America’s decaying infrastruc-

ture—from housing, schools and hospi-

tals to roads, transit systems, bridges and

dams. Such a fight would unite private

and public unions together with the unem-
ployed and would mobilize the power of

labor in the interests of the ghetto and

barrio poor, striking a blow against the

racial and ethnic hostilities whipped up

by the capitalists to prop up their rule.

Against the swindles of the finance cap-

italists who control the economy. Trotsky

wrote: "Only the expropriation of the pri-

vate banks and the concentration of the

entire credit system in the hands of the

state will provide the latter with the nec-

essary actual, i.e., material, resources

—

and not merely paper and bureaucratic

resources—for economic planning.” But

as he emphasized, "The state-ization of
the banks will produce these favorable

results only if the state power itself passes

completely from the hands of the exploit-

ers into the hands of the toilers."

There may be no belter argument for

the revolutionary overturn of decaying

capitalism than the situation in Detroit

today. What must be done is to build a

workers party that champions all the

exploited and oppressed in the struggle

for a workers government, where those

who labor rule. The victory of the workers

on a world scale will lay the basis for an

internationally planned socialist economy
that will finally rid the planet of poverty,

racial and national oppression, war and all

other evils of capitalist society.!
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As U.S. Imperialists Tighten Vise on China

Vietnamese Stalinists Fuei

Anti-China Frenzy

AFP photos

Above: Anti-China protesters in Vietnam’s Dong Nai province on May 14.

Below: USS Blue Ridge enters Tien Sa port at invitation of Vietnamese gov-
ernment in April 2012 amid rising tensions with China.

For several days in mid May, upwards

of 20,000 Vietnamese waving flags and

carrying metal bars rampaged through

industrial parks in central and south Viet-

nam. They hunted down Chinese workers

and set fire to Chinese and other foreign-

owned factories, screaming: “We are

Vietnamese!" This outpouring was the

culmination of a series of anti-China pro-

tests in at least 22 of Vietnam's 63 prov-

inces that left over 20 people dead and

nearly 100 injured. Beijing sent a small

armada to evacuate its nationals. Seeking

to prevent foreign investors from pulling

out of the country, the Vietnamese Stalin-

ist bureaucrats moved to rein in the anti-

China frenzy they had unleashed.

The stated reason for this bloody

nationalist rampage was a $1 billion

deepwater oil-drilling platform deployed

by China near the Paracel Islands, which
lie roughly equidistant from the coast-

lines of Vietnam and China. Vietnam

also mobilized its navy and coast guard

to face off with the approximately 80

Chinese vessels that accompanied the

rig, resulting in periodic clashes and skir-

mishes between the two countries.

What is behind this confrontation is that

the Vietnamese government is directly

lined up with the U.S. imperialists in their

drive to encircle China, the most powerful

of the remaining countries where capitalist/

imperialist rule was overthrown. The Chi-

nese Stalinist bureaucracy is seeking to

push back against Washington's attempts

to dominate the South China Sea. A cru-

cial component of U.S. strategy is build-

ing closer ties with Vietnam, which like

China is a bureaucratically deformed
workers state. Today, the Vietnamese
coast guard is partly U.S.-funded and is

trained by the U.S. and Japan.

The Vietnamese actions took place

following Obama's recent tour of Asia,

which was all about, as CNN pointed out,

“China. China, China." While unable to

secure firm commitments to sign onto the

Trans-Pacific Partnership—an attempt by
the U.S. to create an anti-China Asian eco-

nomic bloc—Obama was successful on
the military front. In Japan, he expanded
the parameters of the longstanding Japan-

U.S. security treaty to include the Diaoyu/
Senkaku islands in the East China Sea,

a strategically important link in China's

military perimeter. We support China’s
claim to these islands against imperialist

Japan (see “U.S., Japanese Provocations in

East China Sea,” WVNo. 1041, 7 March).

In the Philippines, an American neo-
colony. the U.S. Commander-in-Chief
signed a new ten-year defense deal that

will give U.S. troops, ships and planes

expanded access to bases there. A new
"comprehensive partnership” was signed

with the Malaysian government that

includes strengthening “security" and
cooperation on “defense.” We demand
the removal of all American bases and all

80,000 U.S. troops from the Asia-Pacific

region, as part of the struggle to mobilize

the U.S. working class against its own
exploiters and their predatory military

adventures.

Vietnam Signs on to U.S.
Anti-China “Pivot”

Four decades ago, the U.S. imperial-

ists were humiliated on the battlefield

by the heroic Vietnamese workers and
peasants in a victorious social revolution

against landlord and capitalist rule. The
cost was high: almost three million Viet-

namese killed and many more maimed.
Even today, Vietnam suffers a high rate of

birth defects resulting from the millions

of tons of Agent Orange defoliant dropped

by American planes. The vengeful U.S.

imposed a starvation embargo on Viet-

nam that was lifted only in the late 1990s.

It is a bitter irony that today Vietnam
is acting in concert with U.S. imperial-

ism in targeting China. The diplomatic

rapprochement of the Vietnamese Stalin-

ists with Washington is a product of the

country’s isolation following the counter-

revolutionary destruction of the Soviet

Union, as well as the continuing pres-

sures of poverty and the historic mutual

animosity between Vietnam and its big-

ger and stronger Chinese neighbor. This

rapprochement began with Democrat Bill

Clinton’s visit to Vietnam in 2000. the

first by a U.S. president since the Amer-
ican defeat. Following in her husband's

footsteps, ten years later Hillary Clinton

declared at a meeting of ASEAN mem-
ber states held in Hanoi that the U.S. has

a “national interest" in the South China
Sea. Since then, U.S. diplomatic, eco-

nomic and military ties with Vietnam
have increased. It was reported that in the

anti-Chinese rampage at the Binh Duong
industrial park outside Ho Chi Minh
City, an electronics plant flying U.S. and

Vietnamese flags was not touched.

Vietnamese prime minister Nguyen
Tan Dung has called on the U.S. to play

a more forceful role in the region. Top

military officials from both countries

have met. and U.S. naval ships are now
permitted to visit Vietnamese ports. On a

visit to Washington last July, Vietnamese

president Truong Tan Sang and Obama
announced a U.S.-Vietnam comprehen-

sive partnership, which, in the words of

the East Asia Forum (6 August 2013). pro-

vides Vietnam with "more confidence—
and indeed more options—in confronting

China in the South China Sea."

To cement that agreement, in Decem-
ber John Kerry pledged $18 million in

new assistance to enhance the capacity of

coastal patrol units, beginning with train-

ing and the provision of five fast patrol

vessels to the Vietnamese coast guard.

On May 20. Vietnam signed onto the

Proliferation Security Initiative, created

by George W. Bush, that allows member
countries to stop ships carrying cargo

“for a recipient that might use it to harm
the U.S. or other country."

Stalinist Policies Benefit
Imperialism

The characterization of China and
Vietnam as deformed workers states sig-

nifies that the economies in both coun-
tries are based on collectivized property

forms, which have made possible a tre-

mendous leap in the living standards and
social conditions of the working masses.

But at the same time, the working class

does not wield political power, does not

control production and does not decide

international policy. We stand for the

unconditional military defense of these

countries against imperialism and coun-
terrevolution, while fighting for workers

political revolution to oust the parasitic

bureaucratic castes.

Formed and organized on a national

basis, the bureaucracy of every deformed
workers state seeks to maximize its own
economic privileges and political grip

on society. The anti-Marxist dogma of
“socialism in one country," first put for-

ward by Stalin in 1924 as the ideology of

the consolidating conservative bureauc-
racy in the Soviet Union, is at the root

of the nationalist policies of all Stalinist

regimes. Hoping to placate the imperial-

ist powers. Stalin increasingly turned the

Communist parties worldwide away from
any fight to overthrow their own rulers

and toward pressuring those rulers to

peacefully "coexist” with the USSR. The
same suicidal policy is today pursued by
Beijing and Hanoi, leading to periodic

alignments with imperialist powers as

the bureaucrats seek to defend the "social-

ism" of their own country at the expense
of other workers states.

In the late 1950s and during the 1960s.

continued on page JO
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Israel Out of the Occupied Territories!

Defend Palestinians Against

Zionist Onsiaught on Gaza!
JULY 8—As we go to press, at least 27

Palestinians have been killed and many
more wounded in Israel's latest ter-

ror bombing of its Gaza concentration

camp. To those at the helm of Zionist

Israel, their repeated attacks on Gaza

are just “mowing the grass,” a “sort

of maintenance,” as a former military

commander put it. Indeed, the current

assault, a projected long-term offensive

dubbed “Operation Protective Edge.”

is standard procedure for the rulers of

capitalist Israel, a Zionist garrison state

founded on the mass expulsion of Pal-

estinians -from their homeland.

The pretext for the current wave of

Zionist terror was the June 12 abduction

of three teenage yeshiva students hitch-

hiking in the occupied West Bank and the

discovery of their bodies 18 days later.

Although no evidence has been revealed

about who committed the killings. Isra-

el's rulers effectively delivered a verdict

of collective guilt on the Palestinian pop-

ulation. The Israel Defense Forces (IDF)

carried out more than 2.400 raids on

homes, medical offices and schools and

arrested some 600 Palestinians, killing

at least seven, while also bombing doz-

ens of sites in Gaza prior to the current

attack. Now. the mobilization of 1,500

infantry and police reservists and plans

to call up an additional 40.000 IDF
reservists threaten a major bloodbath

of Palestinians. Meanwhile, most of

continued on page 2

Iraq in Flames:

Legacy of U.S. Occupation

JULY 6—As the fundamentalist Islamic

State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS) extends its

hold over vast stretches of western and

northwestern Iraq, Barack Obama has

ordered hundreds of U.S. forces back

into that country. Since the Iraqi army
collapsed in the face of the ISIS offen-

sive in early June, the U.S. president has

in three separate deployments mobi-

lized a total of 775 troops, backed up by

Apache attack helicopters and unmanned
aircraft. Additional warships, including

the aircraft carrier USS Getirge H.W.
Bush, were also dispatched to the Persian

Gulf. Faced with strong public opposi-

tion to sending troops back into Iraq.

Obama engaged in word games, calling

the troops "advisers" who "will not be

returning to combat” while at the same
time evoking possible air strikes.

Washington is putting itself in a posi-

tion to intervene militarily on the side of

the Iraqi government in a communal civil

war pitting the Shi'ite-dominated regime

in Baghdad against a Sunni-based insur-

gency that encompasses ISIS, tribal lead-

ers and former B'ath Party officials. The
infernal cycle of bloodletting is resulting

in the effective breakup of the country,

with the Shi'iies in control of the capital

and southern Iraq. After Baghdad's army

Top left: Shi'ite Mahdi Army fighters in Najaf, south of Baghdad, June 21. Top
right: Sunni ISIS jihadists celebrate takeover of Mosul. Iraq's second-largest
city, June 12. Above: U.S. Marines, part of force that razed Falluja during U.S.
occupation, November 2004.

abandoned Kirkuk amid the ISIS advance

last month. Kurdish pesh merga military

forces seized that hotly contested, oil-

rich city. And Kurdish leaders have taken

steps to further consolidate the autono-

mous Kurdish region in the north.

Workers and the oppressed have no
interest in a victory by one combatant
or the other in the reactionary Sunni-

Shi'ile civil war. However, the interna-

tional working class definitely has a side

in opposing imperialist intervention in

Iraq and demanding the immediate with-

drawal of ali U.S. troops and mercenaries.

It is U.S. imperialism that constitutes the

greatest danger to the world's working

people and downtrodden.

In a repeat of scenes from the U.S.

occupation, since the beginning of this

year more than one million Iraqis have

been driven from their homes, victims

of atrocities committed by both sides

Reuters photos

in this communal slaughter. Hundreds
of thousands of Sunnis in the western

Anbar province have fled the shelling

and bombing of residential neighborhoods

by the regime of Prime Minister Nuri al-

Maliki. In Baghdad, where tens of thou-

sands died during the 2006-2007 explo-

sion of Shi'ite-Sunni slaughter set off by

the U.S. occupation. Shi'ite militias are

again targeting the city's remaining Sunni

neighborhoods. Meanwhile. ISIS fighters

overrunning Shi'ite villages in northern

Iraq have carried out mass killings of the

population, including women and chil-

dren. The Christian population in north-

ern Iraq, the remnant of a once substantial

community, is Heeing by the thousands as

ISIS bombards their villages.

The wave of communal bloodletting

in Iraq was nourished by the devastating

civil war in Syria, where sundry impe-

rialist and regional powers have backed

an insurgency dominated by reactionary

forces, centrally from the majority Sunni

Muslim population, directed against the

murderous Ba'ath Party regime of Bashar

al-Assad. Sunni fundamentalists, bol-

stered by support from U.S. allies like

Saudi Arabia and other Persian Gulf states

as well as Tbrkey. have increasingly dom-
inated the revolt against Assad. In Jan-

uary. ISIS expanded its operations from
Syria into Iraq in support of a rebellion

launched by Sunni tribal leaders against

Maliki in Falluja and Ramadi, Anbar
province's two largest cities. Harking

continued on page 10
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Israel...
{continuedfrom page I)

impoverished Gaza’s ambulances will not

be running due to lack of fuel and its hos-

pitals have declared a state of emergency.

The working class internationally must

stand in defense of the besieged Palestin-

ians against the Zionist terror machine!

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

quickly declared the Islamic fundamental-

ists of Hamas guilty of the killings of the

three Israelis, even though Hamas, which

runs Gaza, never claimed responsibility.

As calculated, his pronouncement touched

off a round of terror by fascistic West

Bank settlers and other reactionary Jew-

ish mobs directed against Israeli Arabs as

well as Palestinians. The chauvinist frenzy

culminated in the abduction and hideous

murder of 16-year-old Muhammad Abu
Khdeir of East Jerusalem. Seized by ultra-

Zionists on July 2, the youth was later

found burned to death, touching off angry

protests by Palestinians in the West Bank
and in some Israeli cities that continue to

rage. Anger was further stoked by a brutal

police attack on Muhammad’s American

cousin, 15-year-old Tariq Abu Khdeir, at

a protest in East Jerusalem.

The ever-expanding Zionist settlements

in the West Bank have increasingly ghet-

toized the native Palestinian population,

from the walls surrounding the territory

to the "bypass roads” and military zones

that are off-limits to them. The very exis-

tence of these settlements is a constant

reminder to the Palestinians of their dis-

possession. All Israeli troops and settlers

out ofthe West Bank and East Jerusalem!

Gaza is all but defenseless against the

Zionist military juggernaut, sealed off by

the sea and by its borders with Israel as

well as Egypt, whose military regime is

hostile to Hamas. While Hamas forces can

at most launch crude rocket attacks, the

Zionists are armed to the teeth, including

with the Near East’s only nuclear arsenal.

As Israeli forces bombed the Gaza ghetto

from the air and sea. today’s Haaretz

printed a statement by President Obama
lauding the $3 billion annual U.S. mili-

tary aid to the Zionist regime for "making

Israel safer” and serving to "save lives."

With breathtaking cynicism, he went on

to declare his support for the Palestinians’

"right to self-determination” while inton-

ing that any Palestinian government must

be pledged to "nonviolence” and recogni-

tion of Israel! In opposing its "own" cap-

italist rulers and their military alliances,

the U.S. working class must oppose all

U.S. aid to Israel. As supporters of just

causes, we Marxists do not equate the vio-

lence of the oppressed with the violence

World War I and the Betrayal by

Social Democracy
At the outbreak of World War 1 on 4

August 1914. the German Social Demo-
cratic Party voted to fund the war effort of
its "own" ruling class. This historic betrayal

of the proletariat by the largest party of
the Second International wa.r repeated by

"socialists" in almost all other combatant

countries. In re.sponse, Bolshevik leader

V. /. Lenin launched a fight to break revolu- LENIN
tionaries away from the social chauvinists

of the Second International and regroup them around a proletarian internationalist

program, as expressed in the excerpt below. This sharp ftght, which hammered on the

need to turn the interimperialist slaughter into civil war pitting the proletariat against

the capitalists, was e.’s.’iential in preparing the Bolshevik Parly to lead the working

class to power in the socialist revolution of October 1917 in Russia.

It is the duty of every socialist to conduct propaganda of the class struggle, in the

army as well; work directed towards turning a war of the nations into civil war is the

only socialist activity in the era of an imperialist armed conflict of the bourgeoisie of

all nations. Down with mawkishly sanctimonious and fatuous appeals for “peace at any
price"! Let us raise high the banner of civil war! Imperialism sets at hazard the fate of

European culture: this war will soon be followed by others, unless there are a series

of successful revolutions. The story about this being the "last war" is a hollow and
dangerous fabrication, a piece of philistine "mythology”.... The proletarian banner of

civil war will rally together, not only hundreds of thousands of class-conscious workers
but millions of semi-proletarians and petty bourgeois, now deceived by chauvinism, but

whom the horrors of war will not only intimidate and depress, but also enlighten, teach,

arouse, organise, steel and prepare for the war against the bourgeoisie of their "own”
country and “foreign" countries. And this will take place, if not today, then tomorrow,
if not during the war, then after it. if not in this war then in the next one.

The Second International is dead, overcome by opportunism. Down with opportun-

ism, and long live the Third International, purged not only of "turncoats”.. .but of oppor-

tunism as well.

The Second International did its share of useful preparatory work in preliminarily

organising the proletarian masses during the long, “peaceful" period of the most brutal

capitalist slavery and most rapid capitalist progress in the last third of the nineteenth

and the beginning of the twentieth centuries. To the Third International falls the task

of organising the proletarian forces for a revolutionary onslaught against the capitalist

governments, for civil war against the bourgeoisie of all countries for the capture of
political power, for the triumph of socialism!

—V. I. Lenin. "The Position and Tasks of the Socialist Intemalional"

(November 1914). Collected Works, Vol. 21
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of the oppressors.

We take a side militarily with Hamas
against the Zionist terror campaign, while

giving not the least political support to

these Islamic reactionaries or to Pales-

tinian bourgeois nationalism. We fight to

bring the class axis to the fore. National

emancipation for the Palestinians requires

the proletarian overthrow of the Israeli

capitalist rulers and also those of Jordan.

Lebanon and Syria, which are home to

millions of Palestinians. The Israeli Jew-

ish and Palestinian Arab populations are

interpenetrated peoples, laying rival claims

to the same territory. Under capitalism, the

exercise of the national rights of one nec-

essarily comes at the expense of the right

of self-determination of the other. Only in

a socialist federation of the Near East can

conflicting claims over land and resources

be equitably resolved, and all discrimina-

tion on the basis of language, religion and

nationality be done away with.

Israel is a class-divided society, with

workers exploited by the capitalist rul-

ing class. The hard but necessary task of

breaking through the chauvinism that poi-

sons the consciousness of Jewish working

people is not made any easier by the crim-

inal. indiscriminate bombings carried out

by Hamas and other Palestinian forces

against Israeli civilians, which drive the

Jewish population further into the arms of

their rulers. What must be done is to forge

revolutionary Marxist parties in Israel/

Palestine and throughout the Near East, in

opposition to all forms of nationalism and

religious fundamentalism and committed

to the struggle for socialist revolution on

a world scale.!

Letter

Ida B. Wells and
1905 Teamsters Strike

5 July 2014

Dear Comrades.

In her forum on Ida B. Wells printed

in WV No. 1048 (13 June), comrade Lisa

Martin documents Wells’ lifelong cru-

sade against lynch-rope terror. But the

forum fails to mention that Wells was on

the wrong side of the class line during an

important strike battle in Chicago, where

she resided in the latter part of her life.

At the outbreak of the 1905 Teamsters

strike in the city, the bosses had recruited

thousands of scabs, many black men from

the rural South, in order to foment racial

hatred and smash the union. Wells actively

supported the black strikebreakers, falling

right into the bosses' divide-and-rule trap.

That strike was fought by the overwhelm-

ingly white Teamsters to defend union jobs

and the basic principle of working-class

solidarity. It began when Teamsters refused

to make deliveries to Montgomery Ward,

which was being struck by garment work-

ers. In response, the Chicago Employers’

Association (CEA) ordered workers from

all of the city’s other department stores to

deliver to the struck retailer, prompting a

citywide strike of some 5.000 Teamsters.

Determined to defeat the Teamsters and

their tradition of honoring other unions'

job actions, the CEA organized scabs to

make deliveries. Militant strikers bravely

fought pitched battles with battalions of

armed strikebreakers. But the hostility

of the strikers toward the scabs in some
cases spilled over into random anti-black

violence. All together including strikers,

anti-union forces and bystanders, 21 peo-

ple were killed during the strike, over

400 were seriously Injured and more than

1,100 were arrested. In the end. the CEA

defeated the Teamsters after 105 days.

Chicago was far from unique. Across

the country, many industries at the time

would not hire black people—except

during strikes, as scabs. The job-trusting

trade-union leadership refused to recruit

and organize black workers, and many
unions supported the racist color bar,

which obscures the fundamental class

divide between labor and capital. The
president of the American Federation of

Labor (AFL), Samuel Gompers, wrote

shortly after the Chicago Teamsters strike

ended: “If the colored man continues to

lend himself to the work of tearing down
what the white man has built up. a race

hatred far worse than any ever known will

result. Caucasian civilization will serve

notice that its uplifting process is not to

be interfered with in any way.”

Against this backdrop, many black

leaders saw strikebreaking as a method
of racial uplift. During the 1905 strike, a

1.000-person meeting was organized at a

black church in Chicago to protest attacks

on black scabs and denounce "Race Preju-

dice in the Strike." The meeting approved

a resolution that Wells had proposed that

praised black strikebreakers as “men who
proved their value by risking their lives to

obtain work" (quoted in Stephen Norwood.
Strikebreaking & Intimidation [2002]).

When much of basic industry in the

United States was finally organized by

industrial unions in the 1930s, these were

forged in interracial struggle, much of it led

by reds. As the Spartacist League has long

insisted, black rights and union rights either

go forward together or fall back separately.

Comradely,

Jacob Zorn
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Electoral Debacle for Bourgeois Nationalist PQ

Quebec Liberals

Prepare Austerity Onslaught
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Quebec City, May 21: Thousands of municipal workers from across Quebec
protest Liberal Party government attack on pensions.

The following article is reprintedfrom
Sparlacisl Canada A^o. 181 (Summer 2014).

newspaper ofour comrades ofthe Trotsky-

ist Lcague/Ligue Trotskyste.

Barely two weeks after winning the

April 7 Quebec election. Philippe Couil-

lard’s Liberal Party government began

preparing a new round of austerity attacks.

SPARTACIST...I?tl

The Liberals plan to slash nearly $4 bil-

lion in government spending, which will

mean huge cuts to medicare, education

and other vital social programs. The gov-

ernment is also set to take a hard line in

negotiations with the Common Front of

400.000 unionized public-sector workers,

whose contracts expire next spring.

The Liberals returned to power less

than two years after losing to the Parti

Qudbdcois (PQ) in elections held in the

wake of the militant 2012 student strike.

Hundreds of thousands staged mass pro-

tests during the strike, including trade

unionists and other workers seeking a

way to throw back incessant government

attacks. The bourgeois-nationalist PQ
hypocritically claimed to support the stu-

dent struggle, only to launch its own aus-

terity cuts (and tuition hikes) soon after

taking office. Then last summer the PQ
introduced its thoroughly racist “Charter

of Quebec Values,” which would have

banned the wearing of prominent religious

symbols anywhere in the public sector.

The chief targets of this anti-immigrant,

anti-woman legislation were Muslim

women who wear the headscarf.

Doubling down in nationalist demagogy.

PQ leader Pauline Marois made the Char-

ter a centrepiece of her re-election bid.

The flagrantly reactionary character of the

PQ’s campaign was further underscored by

its recruitment of Pierre Karl Pdladeau as a

star candidate. Pdladeau, the former CEO
of Qu^becor and Sun Media, is known

as the “lockout king” for his wholesale

attacks on workers at the Journal de Mon-

treal and elsewhere. But Marois’ gambit

failed spectacularly as the PQ won only

25 percent of the vote, its worst result in

more than 40 years.

The ascent of Pdladeau and the PQ’s

abandonment of its "progressive” rhetoric

brought sharp rebukes from most of the

Quebec union bureaucracy, long a pillar

of support for the parly. Leaders of the

FTQ, the largest union federation, called

Pdladeau’s candidacy a “catastrophe”

for the workers. The Montreal council

of the eSN [union] federation went fur-

ther. backing the left-nationalist Qudbec

Solidaire (QS) rather than the piquistes

[PQ members). Denouncing Pdladeau,

Montreal CSN president Dominique

Daigneault told the media: “It’s unbe-

lievable that the Parti Qudbdcois, which

claims to be on the left, has opened the

door to him” (TVA Nouvelles, 23 March).

CORRECTION
In “Venezuela: U.S. Imperialism

Fuels Right-Wing Protests” (WV No.

1043, 4 April), we described the gov-

ernment of Mexican president Ldzaro

Cdrdenas as having "expropriated the

petroleum and energy industries.” In

fact, while Cdrdenas expropriated the

oil industry in 1938, he did not nation-

alize the energy sector as a whole. For

example, the electrical industry was

nationalized in 1960, two decades

after Cdrdenas had left office.

In contrast, former CSN presidents

Gdrald Larose and Marc Laviolette wel-

comed Peladeau in an open letter co-

signed with such nationalist luminaries

as former PQ premiers Jacques Parizeau

and Bernard Landry. Laviolette currently

leads a “left" caucus in the PQ called SPQ
Libre (Trade Unionists and Progressives

for a Free Quebec), which issued its own
statement backing Pdladeau’s candidacy.

After a few for-the-record criticisms of

the notorious union-buster, it affirmed:

“Our fight is a fight for national libera-

tion and. as we have frequently written,

this fight by its very nature involves dif-

ferent social classes and social groups in

a united front.

“In our history, the Parti Qu^b^cois has

constituted the political rallying point for

this united front."

—Le Devoir. 12 March

The bitter truth is that the Quebec labour

tops’ decades-long nationalist “united

front” with the capitalist PQ has produced

only disaster for the workers.

Quebec Labour and
the National Question

Quebec has a powerful working class

with a long tradition of militancy and

the highest unionization rate in North

America. But the union bureaucrats’

alliance with the PQ has politically tied

the workers to their own exploiters and

the capitalist profit system. The pattern

is constant and repeated. A Liberal gov-

ernment attacks workers and the poor;

the union tops channel widespread anger

toward support for the PQ; the piquistes

take over and launch their own attacks.

In the early 1980s. PQ founder Rend

Ldvesque broke strikes by the Common
Front unions. In the late ’90s, Lucien

Bouchard took an axe to public services

with his “ddficit zero” drive. More recently.

Landry and then Marois took their turns

to enforce capitalist class rule. In every

case, the PQ’s attacks merely paved the

way for another round of Liberal rule.

Today’s austerity onslaught in Quebec

is part of a global offensive by the rul-

ing exploiters, who seek to shore up their

vast profits at the expense of the poorest

and most vulnerable. Workers in Que-

bec and across Canada desperately need

united struggle against the depredations

of the capitalists and their governments,

whether the Harper Tories in Ottawa or in

the provinces. But they are saddled with

leaders who accept and defend the profit

system, seeking only cosmetic reforms.

Moreover, the working class is, and has

long been, deeply divided along national

lines, a reflection of the historic oppres-

sion of the francophone Qudb^cois nation

within the Anglo-dominated Canadian

state. The hold of nationalism flows from

and is constantly reinforced by the anti-

Quebec chauvinism that runs rampant in

English Canada. The unions there over-

whelmingly support the right-wing social

democrats of the NDP or the bourgeois

federal Liberals, parties with long records

of hostility to Quebec’s national rights.

In turn, the Quebec labour misleaders

ally with the PQ and the Bloc Qudbdcois

against English Canadian domination in

the name of "national solidarity.”

Given the deep divisions in the work-

ing class, the Trotskyist League/Ligue

Trotskyste advocates independence for

Quebec. We do so as Marxist internation-

alists, recognizing that the creation of an

independent Quebec would get the national

question off the agenda and create better

conditions for the workers to see that their

own national capitalists are not allies but

class enemies.

The capitalist media in English Can-

ada naturally hailed the PQ defeat as a

triumph for "Canadian unity.” A National

Post column (4 April) just before the vole

was headlined “Call in the undertaker.

Quebec separatism is dead.” A week later.

Maclean's (W April) saluted “The epic col-

lapse of Quebec separatism.” Both cited

Pdladeau’s fist-pump declaration that his

“most profound and intimate values” were

to “make Quebec a country" as the turning

point in the campaign, after which the PQ’s

support collapsed. Certainly, many workers

were repulsed by the idea of sharing “inti-

mate values” with the ”l(H:kout king.” But

for years now. polls show that support for

sovereignty has been steady at around 40

percent, i.e.. about half the francophone

population, even if there is little enthu-

siasm for an early (and possibly losing)

referendum.

The dealh-of-separalism refrain—de

rigeur whenever the PQ loses an election

—

is echoed by parts of the reformist left.

The Fightback group, for example, claims

the PQ debacle showed that “Workers in

Montreal are also sick and tired of this

federalist-sovereignisl debate” (marxisl.ca.

1 1 April). This is not merely an ignorant

analysis blind to the depth of the national

divide. Fighlback’s article doesn't even

pay lip service to the reality of Quebec’s

national oppression or to its democratic

right to self-determination. Logically

enough. Fightback also supports the “pro-

Canada” social democrats of the NDP.

In its own way. the broad support for

the anti-immigrant Charter of Values in

francophone Quebec—especially outside

cosmopolitan Montreal—testified to the

continued hold of nationalism. The unions

and Quebec’s influential feminist organi-

zations were split over what stance to take

toward the Charter. An FTQ congress last

November was so closely divided that the

union was unable to take a position. And
while the opposition parties opposed the

PQ’s draft law, they all—including Que-

bec Solidaire—agreed on the need for

some sort of discriminatory “Secular

Charier” restricting religious symbols.

In fighting to build a binationai. multi-

racial workers party, we Marxists seek

to break the workers from the mutually

reinforcing grip of Anglo chauvinism and

Quebec nationalism and toward a per-

spective of anti-capitalist class struggle.

That means an unstinting fight against all

aspects of capitalist oppression: from the

national subjugation of Quebec, to the rac-

ist scapegoating of immigrants and other

minorities, to attacks on Native people.

The goal of such struggle must be the

overthrow of the exploiting class through

workers revolution, paving the way for an

egalitarian socialist society in the inter-

ests of the vast majority.

Quebec Solidaire:

A Populist Cul-de-Sac

This perspective is light years from
that of most self-styled socialist groups

in Quebec today, who support the petty-

bourgeois nationalist QS with few (if any)

continued on page 1
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For Labor/Minority Mobilizations to Crush the Fascists!

Australia:

Protesters Spike

Racist Provocations

Thefollowing article originally appeared

in Australasian Spartacist No. 223 (Win-

ter 2014). newspaper of the Spartacist

League ofAustralia, section of the Inter-

national Communist League.

With extreme rightist and outright

fascist parties gaining deadly ground in

ISPARTACtST^
countries across Europe, it is welcome

news that leftists and unionists success-

fully repulsed the fascist and reactionary

scum who dared show their faces in Bris-

bane and Sydney over the May Day week-

end. Doubtless emboldened by the federal

government’s racist war on refugees and

by protectionist campaigns against over-

seas workers, on 4 May four provocateurs

from the fascistic “Party for Freedom”

(PFF) attempted to join the Sydney May
Day march. With signs such as “Deport

457 Visa workers.” they intended to whip

up race hatred at this multiracial event

celebrating international workers strug-

gle. Like the Australian Protectionist

Party from which they split, and the racist

xenophobic Dutch party of Geert Wilders

after which they are allegedly modelled,

the PFF spews vile filth, blaming Afri-

cans, Muslims and immigrants for the ills

of decaying capitalist society. An article

by Andy Fleming (New Matilda web-

site, 29 January) notes that PFF founder

Nick Folkes “regards African peoples as a

‘failed species’, and further claims peoples

of the ‘Third World' require sterilisation.”

When comrades of the Spartacist League

became aware of the PFF provocation at

the march we alerted marchers in nearby

union contingents, including maritime and

firefighters, and argued that it was neces-

sary to drive the scum out. Some maritime

unionists responded seriously and noted

their official was dealing with the provo-

cateurs. As anarchist youth moved to con-

front the fascistic PFF, including ripping

away several of their placards, an MUA
[maritime union] official and May Day
Committee representative intervened. By

this time a small crowd, among them SL
supporters, had surrounded the PFF. Soon

after the PFF retreated, appealing to the

MUA official to escort them out as they

feared for their safety. Later in the day.

some marchers who had earlier argued

against dealing decisively with the PFF
expressed to us their satisfaction at the

news that they had in fact been expelled

from the march.

Two days earlier in Brisbane, fascists

from the Australia First Party (AFP) and

supporters of Greece’s fascist Golden

Dawn (GD) attempted to hold a rally

outside The Greek Club near the CBD
[Central Business District] followed by

a march to the Greek consulate in sup-

port of jailed GD members in Greece.

Notorious for frequent, deadly attacks

on immigrants, minorities and leftists,

the GD have been emboldened by brutal

imperialist-imposed austerity measures

in Greece that have inflamed nationalism

and driven many to despair. Last year,

Greek hip-hop artist Pavlos Fyssas was

fatally stabbed by a reputed GD supporter.

As for the AFP. their current fiihrer, Jim

Saleam. has a long, documented history

of fascist activity, including as a leader of

National Action, spending time in jail for

his role in organising the 1989 attempted

assassination of Eddie Funde, the then

African National Congress representative

in Sydney. In December 2005, the AFP
helped fuel the pogromist riot in the Syd-

ney beachside suburb of Cronulla, where

a racist mob of 5,000 rampaged through

the streets carrying out chilling attacks

on anyone of non-white appearance. More
recently, on 26 January this year, the AFP
staged a provocation at the Invasion Day
Aboriginal march in Brisbane.

When 10-14 fascists, among them

the reported leader of Golden Dawn in

Australia, crawled out of their sewers in

Brisbane on 2 May, they found themselves

massively outnumbered by an angry

counlerdemonstration of some 150-200.

This counter-rally was initiated by anar-

chists and joined by anti-racists, unionists

and other leftists, including from Socialist

Alliance and Trotskyist Platform. What

gave the anti-fascist protest its decisive

weight was the presence of a sizeable

number of CFMEU construction union-

ists. The fascists were forced to abandon

their march and instead made a hurried

exit in a “maxi-taxi," to the cheers of

the anti-fascist protesters. At the Greek

consulate, the fascists’ planned picket

was again stymied by outraged protest-

ers. And once again they were protected

by a line of cops that sought to keep the

anti-fascists in check.

The Spartacist League welcomes this

significant defeat for the fascists. While

some hold the view that these thugs

should just be ignored and/or appeal to

the capitalist state to intervene, we Marx-

ists look to the independent mobilisation

of the proletariat to stop the fascists. As

we wrote in “For a Class-Struggle Fight

Against Racist Capitalism!” (ASp No.

209, Winter 2010):

“Fascists pose a deadly threat to immi-
grants and minorities as well as the

organisations of the working class. TTiriv-

ing in the mass poverty, nationalism

and racism bred by capitalism, they are

paramilitary shock troops of all-sided

reaction: the last line of defence of the

bourgeoisie against working-class strug-

gle. Crushing the fascists while they are

small is a life and death question for the

labour movement, not least its increas-

ingly strategic immigrant component. We
call for unioniminority mobilisations to

stop fascist provocations."

This perspective is linked to our

struggle against the entire racist capi-

talist system. It is crucial to build the

revolutionary vanguard party necessary

to lead the exploited and oppressed in

sweeping away capitalism through social-

ist revolution.

French Trotskyists Protest

Fascist Attacks in Rouen

We print below the translation of a

leaflet issued by our comrades of the

Ligue Trotskyste de France.

ROUEN, June 3—Last Saturday, two

members of the Communist Youth were

beaten up by a dozen fascist thugs. These

youth were distributing leaflets in favor

of free public transport when they were

attacked. A passerby who tried to inter-

vene was also assaulted. The two youth

had to be hospitalized, one of them for

head trauma. The attack occurred right in

the city center in the afternoon. The LTF
strongly condemns this assault on leftists,

which shows that the fascists today think

that they can act with total impunity. It is

urgent to stop this scum before it is too

late through mobilizations centered on
the power of the organized working class,

especially the unions. An injury to one is

an injury to all!

This attack took place almost exactly

a year after fascist skinheads murdered

Cldment Mdric, a 19-year-oId anti-fascist

activist, in Paris. The fascists’ violence is

first directed against dark-skinned minori-

ties, gays, Jews and anti-fascists, but their

ultimate goal is the physical destruction

of the workers movement.

After Clement Mdric’s murder. Presi-

dent Francois Hollande’s interior minister

Manuel Vails outlawed the fascist outfits

Third Way and Nationalist Revolution-

ary Youth. We have insisted that fascists

cannot be combated through government

bans. As history shows, the ruling class

in fact uses such laws against the workers

movement. It is also futile to appeal to

the pr^fet [regional government official],

who is the local representative of Vails’

interior ministry. Not only are the fascists

stronger today than last year, but they

have been emboldened by their victories

in recent municipal and European Union

parliament elections; their attacks have

become more and more frequent.

On the Rouen university campus, we
have been raising the alarm to leftist

groups about the presence of many noto-

rious fascists there. In October 2011, fas-

cists physically threatened a leftist con-

cert. Chasing them away would not be

difficult if union leaders and leftist groups

on campus seriously sought to mobilize

workers, teachers and students who are

disgusted by these provocations. Fascist

attacks against leftists and minorities are

also increasing in other cities. On May 17,

an LGBT Rainbow Flag was burnt during

the night at the office of the AIDES Nor-

mandy organization in Rouen [which

helps AIDS patients].

The rise of fascism in the country (as in

Europe more generally) takes place in the

context of all-sided attacks on the working
class by the Hollande/Valls government.

[Socialist Party leader] Hollande was
elected president two years ago thanks

especially to support from the French

Communist Party, Jean-Luc Mdlenchon’s

Left Party, the New Anti-Capitalist Party

and the leadership of the CGT union fed-

eration. Lutte Ouvri^re left it up to voters

whether or not to go for Hollande. while

advising people to vote against [former

president Nicolas] Sarkozy. In contrast,

we were the only ones on the left who
called for not voting for Hollande: a “left"

capitalist government was put in place to

push through anti-working-class measures

that Sarkozy’s right-wing government was
unable to carry out.

French capitalism is in crisis and must
be "reformed" in order for it to stop los-

ing market share to competitors like Ger-

many. In other words, the capitalist rul-

ers intend to make workers toil more for

lower wages, while sowing racist terror to

divide and rule and launching imperialist

military interventions internationally. It is

futile to pressure the government to secure

real gains for working people or to call on

the capitalist state to intervene on the side

of the working class against the fascists.

Paris Normandie Franc© 3

May 4: Communist Party supporters and other protesters drive fascist National Front (FN) leader Marine Le Pen
(Inset) from a market In working-class suburb of Rouen.
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Cops, Crime and Socialist Alternative

Kshama Sawant Greets
New Seattle Police Chief
The savage racism, brutality and terror

of the police are hardly news in capitalist

America. But the Seattle Police Depart-

ment (SPD) achieved such notoriety that

two years ago it was charged by the gov-

ernment’s top cops in the Department of

Justice with "excessive" use of force and
an overseer was appointed by the courts.

Looking to further clean up the SPD’s
image. Democratic Party mayor Ed Mur-
ray announced in late June that the city

council had approved the appointment

of a new police chief, Kathleen O’Toole,

who promised to restore public trust in the

bosses’ thugs in blue.

The new lady sheriff in town didn't

get the vote of Seattle's much-ballyhooed

“socialist" city council member. Kshama
Sawant of Socialist Alternative (SAlt). But

Sawant didn’t stint on effusively praising

O’Toole and the "tremendous work” that

the Mayor’s office put into the "police

chief search." In her “Remarks on the Con-
firmation of Seattle’s Police Chief’ (25

June) posted on SAll's Web site. Sawant

welcomes O’Toole’s expressed “commit-

ment to really build a relationship with

the community” and proposal for "a tiered

approach for policing protests” in which

riot police would “only be pulled out if

they are absolutely necessary”! Far from

any proletarian revolutionary class oppo-

sition to the capitalist state—the cops,

courts, prisons and military—Sawant’s

arguments boil down to simply bartering

over the amount of violence “necessary”

for the cops to do their jobs as the armed
guard dogs of bourgeois rule.

Indeed, many of Sawant’s proposals for

“reforming" the SPD parallel those put

forward by O’Toole. While complaining of

the "inappropriate use of force" and “nega-

tive racial biases" of the cops, Sawant her-

self echoes code words for bringing racist

police terror down on black and Latino

youth. Decrying “escalating crime" and

“gang violence” in Seattle neighborhoods,

she complains of "ineffective policing”

and too “few officers on the beat.” Tell

that to those on the receiving end of rac-

ist cop violence! So what exactly was
her objection to O’Toole’s appointment?

Sawant answers:

“Ms. O'Toole has said that she would
like to run SPD like a business. By that

Reuters

May Day 2012: Occupy Seattle protesters attacked by city cops. Inset: Social-
ist Alternative city councilmember Sawant praises new police chief. June 23.

she means she wants SPD to be efficient

and accountable. While I don't doubt her

sincerity at all, that is troubling to me.
since private businesses and corporations

are NOT accountable to working people,

they are accountable to the profits of a
few.,.. The opposite is needed for a pub-
lic service, for policing in alliance with

the communities, for accountability, for

transparency.”

Wow! It would be hard to find a more
chemically pure indictment of the insipid

social-democratic reformism, not to men-
tion downright bourgeois liberalism, that

defines the political worldview of Social-

ist Alternative. The cops are the daily

front-line troops defending the rule of the

few whose profits are derived from the

exploitation of the many. To assert that

the police provide a “public service” is

to argue that the capitalist state actually

represents the interests of “the people” as

opposed to the elementary Marxist under-

standing that it is nothing other than the

machinery for the violent repression of

the working class, oppressed and any per-

ceived opponent of bourgeois rule.

At SAIt's first-ever public meeting in

Oakland on June 28, a Spartacist League
member nailed them on Sawant’s gro-

tesque statement on the police chief,

observing that it was “ail in the interests

of trying to give a face-lift to the capi-

talist state, which is really treacherous

and criminal from the perspective of a

revolutionary working-class movement.”

The audience, largely populated by “Left

Coast” reformists and rad-libs whose only

recent thrill was Sawant's election, nor-

mally would have simply dismissed this

argument as yet another example of Spart-

acist "sectarianism.” Not surprisingly,

our intervention is all but disappeared

from SAll’s own account of the meeting

posted online. However, one supporter of

Sawant, who expressed interest in work-

ing with SAlt, rose to say he was troubled

that "she refused to tackle the police as a

class issue” and asked Socialist Alterna-

tive speaker ly Moore to respond.

Moore, who narrowly lost his electoral

bid as SAIt's candidate in Minneapolis

city council elections last November,

argued that “one of the most compli-

cated votes Kshama’s had to take is the

question of this appointment of a police

chief.” Her dilemma, per Moore, was how
"to win popular support for a skeptical (!j

position toward the police” and “not iso-

late herself from people who said, well,

we should give this new person a chance.”

He went on to caution that it would have

been a terrible mistake to say some-

thing “extreme” like “we want to clear

the police completely off the streets.”

Of course, the cops will not be cleared

off the streets short of a working-class

socialist revolution that shatters the

capitalist state. And such a perspective

is decidedly not that of these social-

democratic reformists.

Nonetheless. Moore opined that he “per-

sonally" wished that Sawant’s remarks

on O’Toole’s appointment “had been a

little more hard-hitting." Such subjective

feelings aside, Moore had just gone on at

great length about how Sawant isn't some
kind of slippery, unaccountable, electoral

sellout. On the contrary, he boasted that

“every major decision that Kshama makes
is discussed in the elected leadership bod-

ies of Socialist Alternative.” Moore went

on to contrast that with “well-meaning

left Democrats” who. lacking "an organ-

ization” (!) or “cohesive tradition” (!).

"find themselves facing huge pressures

of co-optation.”

Leaving aside this apologia for “well-

meaning” representatives of the capitalist

Democratic Party. Moore had it right on one

account; Sawant is not some loose cannon.

Her accommodation to the capitalist order

is an expression of the political views of

her organization and the Committee for a

Workers’ International (CWI) to which it is

affiliated. The CWI and its sections have a

very “cohesive tradition” indeed on the cap-

italist state and its police—from promoting

the myth that these racist strikebreakers for

the bosses can be made “accountable to

the labor movement” to arguing that they

are “workers in uniform” who should be

brought into the unions.

As the SL speaker argued at the Oak-

land meeting, SAIt's politics are "all within

the framework of capitalist democracy. It

teaches the working class and oppressed

to think and act only within these bound-

aries. But democracy is a form of capital-

ist dictatorship, and the only way out of

capitalism is to smash the capitalist state,

not try to reform it.” Our purpose is to

shatter illusions in the capitalist state's veil

of "democracy” as part of forging the rev-

olutionary vanguard party that will fight

for the class rule of the proletariat.

Such an approach only demoralizes and

fuels cynicism among the workers who
are under attack by this government every

day. It also throws into the fascists’ arms a

layer of politically backward workers who
see them as the only opposition to the dis-

credited “UMPS system” (a contraction of

"UMP,” the right-wing parly, and “PS,”

the Socialist Party].

In the 1930s Trotsky, one of the leaders

of the 1917 October Revolution in Russia

that got rid of the bourgeoisie and other

reactionaries, wrote extensively about fas-

cism. In The Struggle Against Fascism in

Germany he staled:

"At the moment that the ‘normal’ police

and military resources of the bourgeois

dictatorship, together with their parlia-

mentary screens, no longer suffice to

hold society in a state of equilibrium

—

the turn of the fascist regime arrives.

NOTICE
Workers Vanguard skips

alternate issues in

June, July and August.

Our next issue

will be dated August 8.

Through the fascist agency, capitalism

sets in motion the masses of the crazed
petty bourgeoisie, and bands of the de-

classed and demoralized lumpenprole-
tariat; all the countless human beings

whom finance capital itself has brought

to desperation and frenzy.”

So the question is how to get rid of the

fascist scum. Last week in Rouen, there

were two mobilizations of several hun-

dred people, mainly high school students

and other youth, against the ascendant

fascists. This shows that there are layers

in the population ready to fight against

the fascist thugs of the National Front

(FN) and its neo-Nazi auxiliaries. As
such, there is a potential to spark wider

mobilizations. But only the working

class—those whose labor produces the

capitalists’ profits—has real social power

and can mobilize behind them the youth

and all the oppressed who are directly

targeted by the fascists. Unleashing this

power is how we can send the fascists

back into their rat holes—and ultimately

eradicate them through a working-class

socialist revolution.

On May 4, the FN’s Marine Le Pen
tried to campaign at the market in Sotte-

ville, a multiethnic working-class suburb

of Rouen, where important railcar repair

yards are located. It's a good thing that she

was chased away (under the protection of

Vails’ cops). But if the unions had mobi-

lized the workers of the Sotteville railway

depot, the automobile plant in nearby

Cl^on. the harbor and the petrochemi-

cal plants, Le Pen would not even have

dared to show up. The obstacle to such

a mobilization is political; the reformist

misleadership of the working class. The
union tops keep bleating about unity of

the working class and the left. However,

their purpose is not to mobilize the work-

ing class in struggle for its own interests,

but to pressure the government and divert

the working class from what it should do.

We need a revolutionary vanguard

party to fight against the reformists’ pro-

gram and put forward a proletarian inter-

nationalist perspective. Capitalism cannot

be reformed. Racist terror, fascism and
oppression are inherent to this system.

The only solution is to put an end to this

rotten system by fighting for a socialist

revolution like the Russian Revolution of

1917, which would lay the ground for a

society based not on the interests of the

capitalist sharks but on the real needs of

the masses.

Spartacus Youth Club Events

CHICAGO
Saturday, July 19, 2 p.m.

The Bourgeois Revolutions of
1848: A Marxist Analysis

University of Illinois at Chicago
Addams Hall. 2nd Floor, Room 200

830 S. Halsted St.

(Take Blue Line to UlC-Halsted)

Information and readings: (312) 563-0441
chicagosyc@st^lobal.net

LOS ANGELES

Labor Must Fight for
Immigrant RightsI

Tuesday, July 15, 7 p.m.
3806 Beverly Blvd., Room 215, L.A.

and

Wednesday, July 23, 7 p.m.
UCLA, Kerckhoff Hall, Room 152

Information and readings: (213) 380-8239
slsycla@sbcgTobal.net

Visit the ICL Web Site: www.lcl-fi.org
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From the Archives oe SPARTA05T

25th Anniversary

“International Communist
League Launched”
SPARTACI5T No. 43-44, Summer 1989

Spartakist

Moscow, November 1991: ICL banner at Red Square rally on anniversary
of Bolshevik Revolution (top). East Berlin, January 1990: Spartacist-initiated
250,000-strong protest in Treptow Park against fascist desecration of Red
Army memorial (above). ICL fought against capitalist counterrevolution in

Soviet Union and East Europe.

To mark the 25th anniversary of the

founding of the International Commu-
nist League (Fourth Internationalist),

we reprint the following article from the

organ of the Id’s International Execu-

tive Committee.

It is with pride tempered by a sober

assessment of our responsibilities that we
announce the founding of the International

Communist League (Fourth Internation-

alist), previously the international Sparta-

cist tendency. The International Executive

Committee took this step on 13 May 1989.

Fifty years ago, Leon Trotsky. Lenin’s

companion in arms and founder of the

Red Army, proclaimed the creation of a

new International to carry forward the

authentic Leninist program abandoned

and besmirched by the Communist Inter-

national under the sway of J.V. Stalin and

his anti-revolutionary bureaucratic clique.

The ICL today fights to reforge the Fourth

International.

In the shadow of the approaching second

imperialist world war. Trotsky observed

with increasing urgency that the objective

preconditions for world proletarian revo-

lution were overripe, but what was lacking

to uproot decadent capitalism on the world

scale and establish a socialist world order

was an authentic revolutionary leadership

at the head of the proletariat. The spread of

the barbarism of fascism and the oncoming
world war were not the only deadly dan-

gers confronting the workers of the world

at that crucial moment; posed also was the

question of the very survival of the Soviet

Union and the remaining gains of October.

Today once again, those who struggle

against capitalist oppression and exploita-

tion in what is unquestionably a period

preparatory to war still confront that same
excruciating crisis of leadership, but in a

different situation. The contradictions of

Soviet society and the problems of the Chi-

nese revolutionary struggle, both brilliantly

analyzed by Trotsky, have exploded with

pent-up force. In the capitalist countries,

the working class certainly lacks the level

of socialist consciousness and organization

it possessed in the 1920s and 1930s. The
legacy of Stalin's reign of terror inside the

Soviet Union, and of the repetitive betray-

als of crucial revolutionary opportunities,

has been the massacre of pro-Communist
militants from China to Spain to Greece
to Chile to Iran. Stalinism has created

millions of anti-Communists and the gen-

eral level of identification of human prog-

ress with the idea of communism stands at

a relative low point. Yet as the workings
of capitalist imperialism create millions

of new subjective communists across the

globe, the absence of genuinely commu-
nist leadership is acutely felt by many and
the program of Leninist internationalism

can be put forward with great impact.

The Homeland of October
Is in Grave Danger

—

All Power to Workers Soviets!

Under Gorbachev we have witnessed an
attempt to "restructure" the Soviet econ-

omy in the direction of encouraging pow-
erful forces toward capitalist restoration,

combined with a "diplomacy" of appar-

ently limitless appeasement of imperialism

which is being paid for in blood in Afghan-

istan (although the mujahedin siege of

Jalalabad has evidently been thrown back,

much to the dismay of American policy-

makers and the Pakistani annexationists),

and which has devastating implications as

well for the working people from Nicara-

gua to Southern Africa to Indochina. Now
within the USSR, national antagonisms

—

spurred by the recent "reforms" termed

“market socialism" which encourage the

richer republics to seek greater auton-

omy from their poorer neighbors, but also

nourished by decades of the bureaucracy’s

Great Russian chauvinism—threaten to

dismember the homeland of the October

Revolution. The slogan of "free elections"

and the agitation for “national indepen-

dence." particularly in the Baltic states, in

this context can be nothing but a transpar-

ent cover for the program of capitalist res-

toration. Should nationalist unrest spread

to the Ukraine, this would be extremely

ominous. The anti-Semites of the Russian

nalivist "Pamyat" fascists have grown

dangerously, protected by elements of the

bureaucracy. Today, the continued exis-

tence of the bureaucratic caste, the heirs

of Stalin, constitutes a more immedi-
ate and direct threat to the conquests of

October than ever before: what is posed is

nothing less than civil war. Only through

the return to the working people of their

state, through the rule of soviets (councils

of workers and soldiers), can the egalitar-

ian consciousness (the idea that nobody
should live off the exploitation of the labor

of others) which remains deeply ingrained

in sections of the Soviet working masses
be mobilized in decisive struggle to uphold

the gains of October.

The effects of what is termed “market
socialism" are clearly shown in Eastern

Europe. In Poland, the Stalinist bureau-

cracy’s gross economic mismanagement
and heavy-handed repressiveness opened
the road for workers' grievances to be
channeled into a reactionary-clericalist

company union on behalf of the "free

trade union" CIA along with the Western

bankers and the Vatican. Every leader of

Solidamo^d is and has been since 1981

a traitor to the working class on behalf

of NATO imperialism. Today the Polish

regime and Solidamo^d are selling the

country to the IMF and are prepared to

allow the historic centers of the prole-

tariat—the Lenin Shipyard workers, the

miners of Upper Silesia—to be dismem-

bered. The Stalinist schema of “national

autarky” has come home to roost—Down
with the Stalinist nationalists in Moscow
and East Berlin who allow the imperialist

world market to regulate the terms of trade

between "fraternal socialist” trading part-

ners; reforge the historic link between the

German and Polish proletariats through

proletarian political revolution!

In China, the mass outpouring of defi-

ance in early June heralded the Chinese

proletarian political revolution against the

corrupt and despised Stalinist bureauc-

racy. What began as a student upheaval

around vague demands for greater democ-

racy was embraced by the working people

of Beijing who came out into the streets

seeking by their massive numbers to

block the unleashing of troops against

the demonstrators. Some units frater-

nized with the crowds, other units were

brought in to shoot down the people. For

the moment the Deng regime has arrested

the momentum of the Beijing spring with

a wave of repression which has struck first

and hardest at the working class. But tre-

mendous resentment has built up among
the salaried people against the beneficia-

ries of "building socialism with capital-

ist methods"—a full-fledged NEP [New
Economic Policy). The decrepit bureau-

cratic caste which has opened the doors

of China to massive capitalist encroach-

ment and shamelessly allied itself with

U.S. imperialism can be shattered. The
urgent task which stands before the Chi-

nese workers is the forging of an authentic

communist party, an internationalist van-

guard. which can lead the struggle for the

unity of China under workers leadership.

Stalin and Mao and all the pygmy Sta-

lins and Maos have done everything they

could to make “communism" a code word
for murdering your own people and trying

to get little concessions from imperialism
by being its cat’s paw. as the Chinese have

been America’s agent militarily against

Vietnam. In part, illusions in “Western
democracy" among the Chinese students

stem from the misidentification of militant

communism with Maoism—i.e.. economic
primitivism and “barracks socialism." the

Great Leap Forward and the Cultural

Revolution. At the same time, the student

protesters are singing the Internationale.

Decadent Imperialism Has Been
Given a Breathing Space
Today the capitalist world remains

marked by the decomposition of the

short-lived "American Century": having

emerged as the dominant capitalist power
after the devastation of Europe and Japan

in World War II. Washington's “new world

order" quickly unraveled, beginning with

the Chinese Revolution and America’s

consequent embrace of its former enemy.
Japan, as a bulwark against the spread
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Leon Trotsky, cO'leader of Russian Revolution, addresses May Day rally In

Moscow’s Red Square, early 1920s. Banner sends greetings to proletarians

of all countries.

of revolution in Asia, continuing with

the Cuban Revolution and underlined by

the dirty, losing war against the peasants

and workers of Vietnam. Now beset by

sharp trade rivalry with Japan and the

demands of resurgent German imperial-

ism to assume its “rightful" place as the

leader of capitalist Europe. American
capitalism has become the world’s big-

gest debtor nation; its essential Industrial

plant decays while its exports increasingly

center on raw materials and agricultural

products. At the same lime this wounded
capitalist colossus maintains its ambition

to police the world from Latin America

to the Persian Gulf, while possessing a

nuclear arsenal which could destroy the

world a hundred times over.

The resurgent bourgeois anti-Sovietism

of the 1980s, inaugurated by Jimmy Car-

ter’s hypocritical “human rights” crusade

and escalated under the unashamed Cold

Warriors of Reagan/Bush/Thatcher, high-

lighted the timidity and demoralization

of the “left.” Also standing out sharply

are the criminal passivity of the trade-

union “leaders” who, confronted by sharp

attacks on the workers’ living standards

and working conditions, continue seeking

to eschew the traditions of mass militant

struggle which built the unions; the cra-

ven subservience of the “black elected

officials” to the racist ruling-class estab-

lishment whose only program for jobless

black youth, welfare mothers, the home-

less amounts to genocide; and the bank-

ruptcy of the “liberals” who have largely

abandoned the pretense of concern for the

workers and poor. Today the communists,

whose aim is the proletarian conquest of

state power and the reconstruction of

society on a new basis, are at the same

time the most consistent defenders of the

ideals of the Enlightenment and the gains

of bourgeois revolution: the right to bear

arms; the separation of church and state

—

against the imposition of religious funda-

mentalism as a political program; against

censorship, whether by “creationists”

seeking to ban the teaching of evolution or

"anti-pornography” feminists or the burn-

ing of Salman Rushdie’s "blasphemous”

novel; against the racist death penalty;

for the liberation of women. In Britain,

where the bourgeois revolution was early

and uncompleted, we say: Down with the

monarchy, the aristocracy, the established

churches—For a voluntary association

of workers republics in the British Isles!

In Japan, where the bourgeois revolution

came late and from the top down, we
demand the abolition of the emperor sys-

tem—For a Japanese workers republic!

War and Revolution

Lenin, in his work on imperialism as the

epoch of capitalist decay, showed that the

system of class relations had now become
(as Marx had analyzed) a barrier to the

development of the productive forces,

leading to interimperialist rivalry and war

to redivide the world’s spoils. The first

imperialist world war brought unprece-

dented suffering and mass slaughter of

the working people and revealed most of

the Socialists of the Second International

to be cowardly chauvinist tails on the

imperialist ambitions of their “own" rul-

ing classes. But defeat in war can be the

mother of revolution, and Lenin and the

Bolsheviks, who had built up a hard rev-

olutionary party and broken sharply from

the social-patriots, were able to transcend

their own inadequate theoretical formulas

{which had denied the possibility of prole-

tarian revolution in backward Russia) and

thereby to lead the small but militant Rus-

sian working class to the taking of state

power, on the basis of an internationalist

program. This historic conquest on behalf

of the workers of the world led straight to

the foundation of the Third (Communist)

International, which was able to expose

the “socialist” pretensions of the respect-

able reformist gentlemen of the Second

international and win the allegiance of

advanced workers and subjectively rev-

olutionary militants on every continent.

But the international revolutionary

wave which swept up the working masses

from Germany to Bulgaria receded and

was thrown back; the failure to extend the

Russian Revolution, particularly the fail-

ure of revolution in Germany with its pow-

erful working class, left the young Soviet

workers state isolated. Trotsky summed up

the causes and future implications of the

playing out of that cycle of revolutionary

struggle in his Lessons of October.

In the USSR, under conditions of ex-

treme poverty and demoralization, with the

working class decimated and exhausted by

the Civil War. the way was open for a con-

servative bureaucracy to arise as a parasitic

excrescence upon the working class. By
1924, this bureaucratic caste had acquired

self-consciousness and a program; the self-

contradictory dogma of “Socialism in One
Country"—the antithesis of the Leninist

outlook of internationalism which had

animated the revolution. Predicated on

the illusion that it was possible for an iso-

lated Soviet workers .slate to survive and

coexist with capitalist imperialism over an

extended period, this program in Stalin’s

hands meant the destruction of the Com-
munist International as an instrument of

revolution and ultimately led straight to the

murder of all the leaders of the Bolshevik

Party. In place of soviet democracy was

created a monstrous apparatus of bureau-

cratic control; first by the Stalinized party,

then by the Stalin faction, and finally by

Stalin backed up by a small handful of

cronies, after the purge trials wiping out

all the Bolshevik Old Guard.

Beginning with Khrushchev’s 1956

“secret speech” and carried forward with

new momentum under Gorbachev’s glas-

nost, the heirs of Stalin in the Kremlin

have been forced increasingly to acknowl-

edge the crimes of Stalin: the brutality of

forced collectivization, the deportations

and executions of oppositionists, the purge

of the Red Army on the eve of World War
11. In part a reflection of the emergence of

a new generation of Soviet leaders lacking

personal responsibility for Stalin's dirty

deeds, and of the growth of a new layer of

Soviet academics and bureaucrats embar-

rassed by the transparent mendacity of

official Soviet history. Gorbachev’s glas-

nost is mainly a response to the intracta-

ble problems of the Soviet economy. The
call for “openness” in political discussion

is centrally intended as an adjunct to pere-

stroika, or “restructuring” of the economy
in line with market forces, and much of

the debate has as its not-so-secret agenda

the refurbishing of the reputation of Niko-

lai Bukharin and the economic program

of the Right Opposition.

Yet the Gorbachevites have been unable

to prevent the raising in the discussion of

the archetypical "blank space” of Soviet

history: the figure of Leon Trotsky. Even

as Stalin’s heirs seek to replace their dis-

credited lies with new and different dis-

tortions. the question of Trotsky is poten-

tially explosive, for—unlike Bukharin,

Stalin’s bloc partner until 1929—^Trotsky

led a fight against Stalin and the epi-

gones, aimed at restoring the domestic

and international policies pursued by

Soviet Russia to a Leninist course. The
policies which Trotsky fought for from

1923 until his murder by Stalin’s assas-

sin represented the Leninist alternative

to Stalin, the “gravedigger of revolution.”

Today Trotsky’s road is the only means

for the survival of the Soviet Union.

Beginning in 1923, Trotsky and his

supporters of the Left opposition sought

to address the problems of the devastated

Soviet economy through policies aimed

at reconstituting an industrial proletariat

and overcoming the divisions between

city and countryside through a perspec-

tive of industrial growth. They predicted

that Bukharin's program of “socialism

at a snail’s pace." implemented by Sta-

lin. would enormously strengthen forces

toward capitalist restoration, eventually

compelling the ruling clique to adopt

measures proposed by the Left. This is

what happened, but instead of the Left’s

policy (voluntary collectivization with

the incentive of mechanization of agri-

culture). Stalin’s version was the now-

infamous brutal forced collectivization.

It is unquestionable that, even under

bureaucratic leadership, the Soviet planned

economy made tremendous progress and a

modem country was forged in formerly

backward Russia. Nonetheless, even after

50 years Trotsky's brilliant analysis of the

Soviet economy and society in The Revo-

lution Betrayed (1936) remains the touch-

stone for understanding Russia today. Only

the Trotskyist perspective of proletarian

political revolution to reverse the polit-

ical dispossession of the working class

by the privileged bureaucratic caste can

unleash the creativity and productivity

of the Soviet working people and regu-

late the problems (e.g.. heavy industrial

investment vs. consumer goods, egalitar-

ianism vs. "material incentives,” central-

ized planning vs. local control, and the

problem of quality) which have bedeviled

the Soviet economy recurringly and have

re-emerged in sharpened form today.

Rejecting the suicidal dogma of“Social-

ism in One Country,” the Left opposition-

ists in the 1920s struggled to reassert the

perspective of international extension of

the revolution as the only effective answer

to the isolation and capitalist encirclement

of the first workers slate. Events in China,

where Stalin’s opportunistic subordina-

tion of the Communists to the treacher-

ous bourgeois-nationalist Kuomintang of

Chiang Kai-shek led to the beheading of

a powerful revolutionary struggle, con-

firmed Trotsky’s warnings. But while

some of Trotsky’s cothinkers believed

this vindication would lead to gains for

the Left, Trotsky observed that whereas

a successful Chinese revolution would

have increased the class consciousness

and confidence of the Russian and inter-

national proletariat, the setback of revo-

lutionary struggle would only strengthen

Stalin’s hold.

The International Left Opposition, con-

stituted in 1930, after Trotsky had been

exiled from the USSR, considered itself

a forcibly externalized faction fighting to

return the Third International to a revo-

lutionary course. But when Hitler’s Nazis

were coming to power in Germany in

1933—based on the bourgeoisie’s fear of

revolution by the powerful, pro-socialist

German working class—the Stalinists

refused to fight. Nor did this disaster pre-

cipitate any fundamental struggle within

the Communist Parlies internationally.

The Trotskyists declared that the Third

International could not be reformed.

Especially with the promulgation in 1935

of the “People’s Front” policy—the sys-

tematic perspective of an alliance with the

parlies of so-called “democratic” imperi-

alism—the conclusion was inescapable:

there was no place for revolutionists in

the Stalinist Communist Parties. In place

of Lenin’s revolutionary International

had been consolidated a powerful anti-

revolutionary apparatus as a new obstacle

to revolution, more disciplined and effec-

tive than the old Social Democracy. The
false identification of Stalinism with Bol-

shevism provided Stalin with dedicated

political agents throughout the world;

only Stalin and perhaps a half-dozen cro-

nies (who these were changed over time)

knew what it was all about. Millions who
loyally carried out his dictates, up to

and including the murder of Trotskyists,

believed all the while that they were fight-

ing for socialism.

In 1933, the Trotskyists constituted

themselves as the International Communist
League (Bolshevik-Leninisi) in recogni-

tion of the imperative need for an authen-

tically communist new International, the

Fourth International. Trotsky rightly fore-

saw that the menace of German fascism

would lead in a straight line to war against

the Soviet Union, As the inierimperialisl

rivalries and alignments of the upcoming
war look shape, the Trotskyists struggled

against time to break the Stalinists’ hold

over the advanced workers. The Fourth

International was founded in 1938 on the

continued on page 8
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ICL Launched...
(continuedfrom page 7)

basis of the document, The Death Agony

ofCapitalism and the Tasks ofthe Fourth

International (the Transitional Program),

and the perspective put forward in “War
and the Fourth International” (1934) of

uncompromising revolutionary defeatism

toward all imperialist combatants, includ-

ing those aligned with the USSR, com-
bined with revolutionary defensism of the

Soviet degenerated workers state.

The launching of the Fourth Interna-

tional was opposed by some, like Isaac

Deutscher, who argued it was premature.

Trotsky insisted that, on the contrary,

the second imperialist world war would,

like the first, provoke social convulsion

throughout the capitalist world and a new
wave of international revolutionary strug-

gles. And he predicted that the brittle sys-

tem of Stalinist rule in the USSR, which

had arisen as an accommodation to the

breathing space for the imperialist world

order secured by the failure of the post-

WWI revolutionary wave, would itself

crack under the impact of the new world

war or soon thereafter.

The validity of Trotsky’s predictions

was in fact confirmed by the Red Army’s
initial collapse in the face of Hitler’s inva-

sion, as well as by the turbulent social

conditions in Western Europe at the war’s

end. In Italy and Greece, naked treachery

by the Stalinists was needed to militarily

and politically disarm the leftist Resistance

forces and hand power back to the capital-

ist class (however, Tito’s partisans in Yugo-
slavia refused to commit suicide—they led

a peasant-based indigenous revolution to

victory and established a bureaucratically

deformed workers stale). In France the

Stalinists endorsed ‘‘national reconstruc-

tion” to re-establish a stable bourgeois

regime. Trotsky’s insistence on the need
for revolutionary leadership was tragically

confirmed by the results of its absence:

the Stalinists, who emerged stronger than

before in Italy and France based on their

resistance to the Nazis, were successful in

deflecting revolutionary struggle.

Central to that outcome was Stalin’s

success in putting over the lie that World
War II in the Allied Imperialist nations

was a struggle of liberation—that it was a
great battle against fascism and for a better

world. In the context of the mass popular
revulsion against fascism, Stalin’s policy

of the Popular Front—the alliance with
“democratic” imperialism—prevented the

growth of mass antiwar sentiment paral-

leling the massive radicalization of World

War 1. The lie was succe,ssful; a war fought

so that U.S. imperialism could emerge as the

predominant imperialist power, the capital-

ist “world policeman” which rained death

down on Vietnam for two decades after

Dien Bien Phu, was popularly accepted as

a war of the people against fa.scism.

Nonetheless the victory of the Anglo-
American imperialist bloc was condi-

tional. It was the Red Army which had
smashed Hiller’s Wehrmacht; moreover.

Hitler’s East European puppets had all

made a mad dash for the nearest Ameri-
can headquarters, leaving behind a power
vacuum which the occupying Soviet army
quickly filled. The victorious imperialists

had to divide Europe with Stalin.

The war devastated the small forces of

the Fourth International—having geared

up for battle against fascism and war, they

were in effect militarily defeated. The
physical obliteration of the Left Opposi-

tion in the USSR was completed by the

assassination of Trotsky in Mexico by a

Stalinist agent in 1940. Large numbers of

Trotskyist cadre in Europe and Asia were
wiped out by war and repression. The
decimation of the most promising young
Trotskyist leaders was a factor in the

emergence of a revisionist current within

the FI in the early 1950s. So was the pas-

sivity of the American Socialist Workers
Party, a relatively strong party nourished

by close collaboration with Trotsky, and
located in a country insulated from the

real carnage of the world war.

The revisionist current, led by the

impressionist Michel Pablo, abandoned
the perspective of workers revolutions in

order to become for a time entrists into

and political tails of the CPs. Worship-

ping the accomplished fact of Stalinism's

continued existence, they had decided
it would endure perhaps for “centuries”

and they therefore decided that a “new
world reality” would compel it to play a

“roughly revolutionary” role, obviating

the need for Trotskyist parlies. Within

a couple of years, Russian tanks were
crushing the 1956 Hungarian Revolution.

Today it is very clear that the CPs play no
such revolutionary role in the world, while

the bureaucratic caste of Stalin and his

heirs has brought the Soviet Union itself

to the threat of civil war, and an incipi-

ent political revolution was provoked in

China. Trotsky’s expectation of a terminal

crisis of Stalinism is as alive as today's

headlines.

Today the representatives of the revi-

sionist current—having passed through

a period of vicarious guerrillaist/pro-

Stalinist enthusiasm which included

hailing the massacre of the Vietnamese
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hor the Kuisian Opposition.'

The continuity of Bolshevism: the
Bulletin of the Opposition (Bolshevik-
Leninist) (1936); first issue of the
American SWP’s Militant (1928); Qua-
trieme Internationale (1938), journal
of the French Trotskyists; first issue
of Spartacist (1964).

Trotskyists, then having gone for “Euro-
communism” and Soviet dissidents, and
in a big way for the Solidamo^d devotees

of Marshal Pilsudski (the bonapartist

founder of modern capitalist Poland)

—

are in a position to do some harm as

vociferous apologists of those demand-
ing “national liberation” for the Baltic

republics. In their mouth. “Trotskyism”

is made out to be some kind of latter-day

left social democracy.

The bourgeoisie is celebrating in antic-

ipation of the “end of Communism.”
The Stalinist bureaucracies have indeed

;

Publications of the Prometheus Research Library

Dog Days: James P. Gannon vs. Max Shaebtman
in the Communist League of America, 1931-1933
Documents and letters about an intense factional stru^le which rent
the American Trotskyist organization in the early 1930s. 118 documents
including letters by Trotsky on international issues, some published here
for the first time. Extensive introduction and explanatory notes,
glossary, index, 16 pages of historical photographs and graphics,
some previously unavailable or never before published.

752 pages; smyth-sewn binding in paper and cloth. (2002)

aoth: ISBN 0-9633828-7-X 530.00 Paper: ISBN 0-9633828-8-8 $19.95

Shipping/Handling $4 (1 book), $6 (2-4 books)

James P. Cannon and the Early Years of American
Communism: Selected Writings and Speeches, 1920-1928

This volume of Cannon’s writings covers the period when he was one of
the principal leaders of the American section of the Communist International.
Extensive introduction and explanatory notes, bibliography, glossary, index,
1 6 pages of rare photographs.

624 pages; smyth-sewn binding. (1992)

Paper: ISBN 0-9633828-1-0 $14.50 .Shipping

/

HanHImg $a

New York State residents add 8.875% sales tax to book price and S/H.

Order from/make checks payable to:

Spartacist Publishing Company. Box 1377 GPO, New York. NY 10116

— James R Cannon
and the Eariy Years

reached the point of terminal crisis. But

their crisis is because they are opposed

to everything communism stands for. The
national antagonisms in the Soviet Union,

the revolt in China, arise in response to

“market socialist” policies that are coun-

terposed to centralized socialist planning.

The bureaucratic stranglehold over politi-

cal and cultural life, the appeasement that

has emboldened imperialism—these are

not communism, but its antithesis.

An International Program
Mandates International

Organization

“By its very nature opportunism is

nationalistic, since it rests on the local and

temporary needs of the proletariat and not

on its historical tasks. Opportunists find

international control intolerable and they

reduce their international ties as much as

possible to harmless formalities. ..on the

proviso that each group does not hinder

the others from conducting an opportunist

policy to its own national taste.... Inter-

national unity is not a decorative facade

for us, but the very axis of our theoreti-

cal views and our policy” (Leon Trotsky,

“Defense of the Soviet Republic and the

Opposition,” 7 September 1929).

From the time of our tendency’s incep-

tion as a left opposition within the Social-

ist Workers Party of the United States in

the early 1960s, we have recognized that

national isolation must In short order

destroy any subjectively revolutionary

formation, not least one subjected to the

pressures of operating in the heartland of

world imperialism, the United States. We
stand proudly on our record of 25 years of

struggle for authentic Trotskyism and are

working on documenting it archivally and

historically. In January 1974 an interim

Conference centered on European work
and perspectives, with participation of

comrades from seven countries, was held

in Germany. The document which formed
the programmatic basis for the Confer-

ence accepted the “responsibility to strug-

gle actively for the constitution as soon as

possible of a democratic-centralist inter-

national Spartacist tendency.”

In July 1974 the “Declaration for the

Organizing of an International Trotsky-

ist Tendency” announced the constitution

of a nucleus for the early crystallization

of the international Spartacist tendency,
to be governed under the principle of

international democratic centralism. The
document sharply attacked the federal-

ist practices of competitors claiming the

mantle of Trotskyism, noting that Pablo’s

political heirs of the "United Secretariat”

and the Healyite "International Com-
mittee” "have chronically mocked the

principles of internationalism and of Bol-

shevik democratic centralism as their dif-

ferent national groups or nationally-based

factions have gone their own way—ulti-

mately in response to the pressures of
their own ruling classes.”

American Revisionists
and the Voorhis Act

In particular the "Declaration for the

Organizing of an International Trotskyist

Tendency” noted the revisionists' invo-
cation of the U.S. government’s Voorhis
Act as a convenient excuse for anti-

internationalism. The Voorhis Act. passed
in 1940, sought to massively inhibit inter-

national political affiliation through "reg-
istration” requirements intended to para-
lyze political organizations. Already in

1953, when the SWP was still adhering
to "orthodox Trotskyism” but shrinking
from waging an aggressive international
fight against Pablo, they cited the Voorhis
Act to justify their passivity in the inter-

national arena which had facilitated the
rise of impatient young impressionists like

Pablo: in his May 1953 speech, “Interna-
tionalism and the SWP,” the party’s leader,

James P. Cannon, said that after 1940 ”We
no longer belonged to the Fourth Interna-
tional because the Voorhis law outlawed
international connections. Our role, there-

fore, could only be advisory and consulta-
tive” (Speeches to the Party).

Our 1974 “Declaration” charged: “The
Voorhis Act’ with its patently unconsti-
tutional and contradictory provisions has
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never been used by Ihe government—only

the revisionists." We cited the United Sec-

retariat's evasion of our appeal against

expulsion from the Socialist Workers

Parly: the USec’s Pierre Frank replied to

us on 28 May 1965: "...we call your atten-

tion first of all to the fact that the Fourth

International has no organizational con-

nection with the Socialist Workers party

and consequently has no jurisdiction in a

problem such as you raise.”

Our 1974 “Declaration" also quoted,

from a 1974 SWP internal bulletin, a par-

ticularly explicit SWP formula for nation-

ally limited political responsibility:

"The Socialist Workers Parly proclaims

its fraternal solidarity with the Fourth
International but is prevented by reac-

tionary legislation from affiliating to it.

AH political activities of members of the

SWP are decided upon by the democrat-

ically elected national leadership bodies

of the SWP and by the local and branch

units of the parly.... There are no other

bodies whose decisions are binding on
the SWP or it.s members."

Our document cited as well the asser-

tion of national autonomy by the sinis-

ter "International Committee” of Gerry

Healy, whose American publicist, Tim
Wohlforth. wrote in his 1972 pamphlet.

“Revisionism in Crisis”:

"With the passing of the Voorhis Act in

1940 the SWP was barred from member-
ship in the Fourth International by law.

Ever since that time the SWP has not

been able to be an affiliate of the Fourth

International. So today its relationship to

the United Secretariat is one of political

solidarity just as the Workers' League
stands in political solidarity with the

International Committee."

And we quoted our response to Healy

in 1966 when he sought to suppress an

opponent's pamphlet by claiming it would

render his U.S. supporters as well as our-

selves vulnerable to the Voorhis Act:

'The Voorhis Act is a paper tiger—never

used against anyone and patently uncon-

stitutional. For the Justice Department to

start proceedings against a small group
like ours...would make the government
a laughing stock, and Healy knows this.

He is aware that for years the SWP has

hidden behind this very act to defend its

own federalist idea of an International."

The first delegated international con-

ference of the international Spartacist ten-

dency was held in Britain in 1979. Over

the following decade, the development of

the sections, particularly in Europe, and

their cohering of leaderships has become

South Africa...
(continuedfrom page 12)

everyone.” Although falling short of the

union’s R12.500 demand for entry-level

workers, the wage increase, as one miner
remarked, was "the highest in the history

of the mining industry in South Africa”

(Johannesburg Star, 16 June). The lowest-

paid workers got the highest percentage

increase (13 percent), with 8 percent going

to better-paid layers. While South Africa

remains one of the most unequal socie-

ties in the world, the strike settlement is

seen as a significant step in denting the

apartheid wage gap. or at least putting it

on the agenda again. In his recent state of

the nation address. South African presi-

dent Jacob Zuma of the African National

Congress (ANC) acknowledged the need

for his government to consider setting a

minimum wage.
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Webster eind Santa Clara, walk to park
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an increasingly important component in

shaping the international tendency. Now
looking back at the pressures to which a

decade of Reaganite bourgeois reaction

has subjected our American organiza-

tion. we must believe that if our tendency

had not achieved significant international

extension, the SL/U.S. would have become

an eccentric and disintegrating American

sect.

For Revolutionary
Regroupments

—

For Lenin's Communism!
Today, our small forces confront very

high stakes. The achievements of the

international Spartacist tendency, now
the ICL, are modest; our militant labor/

black mobilizations against fascist provo-

cations in the United States—an expres-

sion of our consistent understanding that

the fight against racial oppression is key

to the American workers revolution—have

been warmly greeted, as have other legal

and social defense initiatives of the Par-

tisan Defense Committee and cothinkers

internationally; we have protested every

move by U.S. imperialism against the

Latin American masses, and raised funds

for Nicaragua; among some layers of the

Communist movement in West Europe we
have become known as "the Trotskyists

who defend the Soviet Union”; our forth-

right championing of the Soviet interven-

tion in Afghanistan, under the slogan.

“Hail Red Army in Afghanistan—Extend

Social Gains of October to Afghan Peo-

ples,” was grudgingly admired by elements

of the Western CPs which were seeking to

resist the “Eurocommunist” drift toward

greater social-democratic accommodation

with one’s "own” ruling class. Recently,

our offer of an international brigade to

fight the CIA’s mujahedin “holy war-

riors" after Gorbachev’s cowardly with-

drawal and, when that offer was declined,

our publicity and fund-raising campaign
for the civilian victims of Jalalabad met
with surprising support from women
and from Muslim immigrants and other

minorities in many countries, as well as

among Stalinist milieus. Our defense of

the program of "permanent revolution”

for those vast areas of the world deformed

by imperialist domination—i.c.. that the

proletariat, independent of the weak and

cowardly bourgeoisie and counterposing

a vision of social emancipation to the ide-

ologies of nationalism (particularly the

nationalism of the majority), must take

power to achieve even those democratic

tasks formerly associated with bourgeois

revolutions—has won us a hearing among
oppressed national minorities.

Revolutionary regroupments on the

program of Leninist internationalism are

the means to resolve the disproportion

between our small forces and our task.

The heirs of Stalin manifestly lack the

capacity to defend the Soviet power, of

which they have been simultaneously the

parasitic defender and the counterrevolu-

tionary disorganizer for 65 years. Yet to

the same measure that they have brought

“communism” into disrepute thanks to

the crimes they have committed in its

name, (hey have also reduced their abil-

ity to manipulate the allegiance of dedi-

cated pro-Communist workers throughout

the world. No longer can a Stalin and his

half-dozen conscious accomplices wield

“monolithic" parlies as instruments of

class-collaborationist treason in the name

of "building socialism."

We take our stand on the authentic

communist tradition of the Bolsheviks

who made the Russian Revolution. We
choose the communism that had Lenin

as its greatest teacher in the imperialist

epoch. We choose the communism of

Lenin’s comrade Trotsky, who beginning

as early as 1923 understood the main lines

of what needed to be done. We choose the

communism that Stalin utterly betrayed

as he deliberately destroyed the Third

International. We choose the communism
of a new Fourth International that will do

away once and for all with the exploitation

of man by man and establish a socialist

society based on a new vision of the con-

tinual expansion of human freedom in all

spheres: in politics, economics, culture

and in every aspect of personal life.

We must believe that, failing sudden

woricing-class upsurge against the condi-

tions of capitalist decay, the reforging of

a communist Fourth International, built

of authentic communist parties on every

continent, will be arduous and often dan-

gerous. But this is the only road forward

for all of humanity. Yet as we seek to bring

this program to bear among the world's

workers and oppressed, we must recognize

that the possession of the technology of

nuclear holocaust by an irrational imperi-

alist ruling class foreshortens the possibil-

ities: we probably do not have much time.

But experience, not least bitter nega-

tive experience, can also be a powerful

and accelerating teacher. We had better

follow the precepts and practices of such

comrades as Lenin and Trotsky. Thus we
could cut short by months or years the

time required for the necessary rearma-

ment of the communist movement.!

Starving strikers into submission was
the main strategy of the mine bosses, who
stockpiled enough platinum to last eight

weeks. But showing iron determination, the

workers held out longer, at a cost of huge

personal suffering. AMCU appealed for

unions in Brazil and the U.S. to refuse to

handle South African platinum and set up

a strike fund to help their members sustain

themselves. We noted in “Victory to South

African Platinum Miners!" (WVNo. 1046,

16 May); “A crucial ally in any fight against

the mine owners is the working class in the

U.S. and Britain, where most of these min-

ing companies are headquartered, as well

as in Germany and other countries where

platinum is used in auto production.”

The Partisan Defense Committee—

a

class-struggle, non-sectarian legal and

social defense organisation associated with

the Spartacist League/U.S.—and other of

the ICL’s fraternal defense organisations

participated in an international solidar-

ity campaign, raising donations for the

strike fund. Countries where unions were

approached include the U.S., Britain,

Canada, Australia and Greece. Interna-

tional Brotherhood of Electrical Workers

(IBEW) Local 6 in San Francisco donated

$1,000. as did the Bay Area's International

Longshore and Warehouse Union Local 10.

while the Australian Fire Brigade Employ-

ees’ Union contributed AS400 ($375).

A May 16 IBEW Local 6 solidarity let-

ter noted that the union has "not forgotten”

the cops' slaughter of 34 striking Lonmin
miners at Marikana in August 2012. It also

denounced the bosses' attempt to bypass

AMCU and approach the miners directly

to end the recent strike. Direct responsi-

bility for the Marikana massacre lies with

the Tripartite Alliance government—com-
prising the bourgeois-nationalist ANC.

the Stalinist-derived South African Com-
munist Party (SACP) and the Congress of

South African Trade Unions (COSATU)

—

which brutally enforces neo-apartheid

capitalism 20 years after the end of legal

apartheid. Most platinum miners left the

COSATU-affiliated National Union of

Mineworkers (NUM) in 2012 in protest

against the betrayals committed by their

leaders and joined AMCU.
In the face of AMCU members cele-

brating their hard-earned victory. SACP
general secretary Blade Nzimande lashed

out. declaring; “The strike was disastrous,

and workers will not recover from the five

months lost" {The New Age, 3 July). As
a spokesman for neo-apartheid capitalist

rule, Nzimande’s worry is that the victory

of the miners will help spur further class

struggle, as in 2012. The week after the

AMCU settlement, 220.000 members of

the National Union of Metalworkers, a

COSATU affiliate, went on strike in the

steel and engineering sectors. In the plat-

inum mines, the bosses’ threats of mech-
anisation to shed jobs, their attempt to get

a no-strike guarantee from AMCU for the

duration of the contract and their demand
for a “productivity agreement” indicate

that the fight is far from over.

The aspirations of the mainly black

working class, and all the impoverished

urban and rural masses, for freedom and

equality cannot be fulfilled under capital-

ism but require workers revolution to over-

throw the capitalist state and expropriate

the bourgeoisie. The SSA fights to forge a

Leninist-Trotskyist vanguard party to lead

the struggle for a black-centred workers

government and a socialist federation of

Southern Africa. Necessary to this per-

spective is to link up with workers revo-

lutions in the imperialist centres, laying

the basis for a world socialist economy.!

0mteits WTT:.
\

Marxist Working-Class Biweekly of the Spartacist League |

J $10/22 issues oUVorkers t/anguarc/ J New J Renewal
(includes English-language Spartacist and Black History and the Class Struggle)

international rates: $25/22 issues—Airmail $10/22 issues—Seamail

J $2/6 introductory issues of Workers Vanguard (includes English-language Spartacist)

J $2/4 issues of Espartaco (en espaiiol) (includes Spamsh-language Spartacist)

J I would like to contribute -$ to the production of Workers Vanguard.

Name
Address

Apt.#.

City State Zip

Phone
( ) E-mail

1049

Make check! payable/mail to: Spartacist Publishing Co.. Box 1377 QPO, New York, NY 101 16

11 JULY 2014 9



Iraq...
(continuedfrom page I

)

back to the formation of Islamic states

starting in the seventh century. ISIS cel-

ebrated its recent gains by proclaiming a

“caliphate” extending from its bastion in

northern Syria across the extensive tracts

that it controls in Iraq.

The U.S. campaign to topple Assad has

been driven in no small part by Washing-

ton’s longstanding hostility toward Iran,

a key ally of Syria. Yet by installing a

Shi’ite-dominated government in Bagh-

dad. the U.S. occupiers ended up hand-

ing Iran great influence in Iraq. With the

backing of Tehran, Maliki has turned a

deaf ear to pleas from Washington that

he cede power to a more “inclusive” gov-

ernment coalition. Nonetheless, across

Syria’s increasingly meaningless border

with Iraq, the U.S. finds itself support-

ing the same side as Damascus and Teh-

ran. As ISIS forces approached Baghdad.

Iran rushed daily arms shipments to the

Maliki regime and deployed Revolution-

ary Guard forces to join the fight, while

Syrian jets have bombed Sunni positions

inside Iraq.

The civil wars in Syria and Iraq are hot

spots in a years-long regional conflagra-

tion that threatens to keep widening, with

ISIS vowing to extend its military oper-

ations into Lebanon and Jordan. Israeli

prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu
pledged support to Jordan if ISIS crossed

into that country. Iran has massed troops

on the Iran-Iraq border. Even Saudi Ara-

bia deployed 30.000 troops to its border

with Iraq, concerned that the caliphate

declared by the Frankenstein's monster

that it helped create might find support

among the tribes in its northern region,

which have links to the areas of Syria and
Iraq now controlled by ISIS.

The large-scale, ongoing bloodshed in

the Near East, and the promise of more,

has the bourgeois media in the U.S. point-

ing the finger at Islam’s centuries-old sec-

tarian rifts. In reality, the main culprit is

the history of imperialist divide and rule

of Iraq and the rest of the region by the

European powers and more recently the

U.S. As we wrote at the time, the U.S.

occupation threatened “the trisection of

Iraq into Sunni. Shi’ite and Kurdish sec-

tors. with battles to come over the pos-

session of its oil wealth” (WV No. 882,

8 December 2006). With U.S. forces

today still in Afghanistan, which is now
considered the longest war in U.S. history.

Washington is threatening to renew impe-
rialist depredations in Iraq.

In opposition to the occupations of

Iraq and Afghanistan, we have repeat-

edly stressed the need for class struggle

against the U.S. capitalist rulers at home
in defense of those neocolonial countries.

Our revolutionary perspective stands in

stark contrast to that of the reformist left.

These self-styled socialists aspired to

build liberal antiwar coalitions designed
to appeal to Democratic Party politicians

who saw the Iraq quagmire as a losing

proposition for U.S. imperialism. As such,

the various coalitions refused to take a
side in defense of Iraq and Afghanistan
against imperialist attack and beat the

drums for “Anybody but Bush!”
Democrats and Republicans may differ

over which tactics are most effective in

pursuing the interests of U.S. imperialism,

but they are both bourgeois parties that

defend the interests of the capitalist rul-

ing class. The nightmare inflicted on the

Iraqi peoples was a hallmark of succes-

sive administrations under both parties:

George H.W. Bush. Bill Clinton, George
W, Bush and Obama. As Hillary Clinton
gears up for a possible 2016 presidential

run, she has embraced neoconservatives

like Robert Kagan who were instrumental

in selling the 2003 invasion of Iraq.

By sowing the illusion that Democrats
in office can be pressured to carry out

a humanitarian foreign policy, the ref-

ormists act to retard the political con-

sciousness of workers and radical-minded

youth. The truth is that military depreda-

tions are part of the “normal” workings
of imperialism, the profit-driven capitalist

system in its epoch of decay in which the

advanced industrial powers compete glob-

ally for control of markets, raw materials

and access to cheap labor. As the leading

capitalist power, the U.S. will persist in its

efforts to dominate the Near East and act

as the world’s “top cop.”

The ravages of U.S. imperialism abroad

are reflected domestically in grinding

poverty, racial oppression and intensified

exploitation of labor by capital. The U.S.

working class must be won to the under-

standing that it has the social power and

interest to eradicate capitalist imperialism

and the wars this system breeds. What is

necessary is the forging of a revolution-

ary workers party that fights to overthrow

the capitalist system through socialist

revolution.

Bitter Fruit of Imperialist
Divide and Rule

Once one of the more advanced coun-

tries in the Near East and a regional cul-

tural center. Iraq was laid waste by over

a decade of U.S.-dictated starvation sanc-

tions, two devastating wars and the eight-

year military occupation of that coun-

try. The arrogant American ruling class

viewed its military superiority as a guar-

antee that it could defeat any conceivable

enemy at any time. All that was needed
to put Iraq directly under its thumb was
enough firepower deployed with suffi-

cient savagery. The U.S. and allied powers

unleashed mass murder, indiscriminate

terror and torture on a scale far exceed-

ing that employed by Saddam Hussein,

the Iraqi strongman they replaced. To
buttress their rule, the U.S. imperialists

systematically played off sectors of the

Iraqi population against each other, play-

ing divide and rule.

Following the 2003 invasion of Iraq,

the U.S. occupiers moved quickly to

purge former members of Hussein’s

Ba’ath Party from government jobs. That

act largely removed Sunnis from the

state administration and helped trigger

a communal-based Sunni rebellion. The
U.S. mobilized Shi’ite militias and the

Kurdish pesh merga to help crush Sunni

Arab insurgents in Falluja in 2004 as that

city was leveled. Following elections in

2005, a communal-based system of power
sharing was set up along the lines of the

confessional arrangement in Lebanon.
Under this unwritten agreement, the Iraqi

prime minister is a Shi’ite. the largely

ceremonial president is a Kurd, and the

speaker of parliament is a Sunni. This

served as a template for setting up puppet

governments dominated by Shi'ite—and

to a lesser extent Kurdish—parties at the

expense of the minority Sunni Arabs.

In 2006, the U.S. occupation authorities

installed Maliki as their quisling prime

minister (and in 2010 would again support

his bid for the office). He oversaw a wave
of anti-Sunni terror carried out by the over-

whelmingly Shi’ite army and police backed

up by Shi’ite death squads. Following the

withdrawal ofU.S. combat troops in Decem-
ber 2011. the ongoing communal conflict

that had been fostered under the occupation

again escalated. Moves by Maliki against

prominent Sunni political figures touched

off widespread Sunni protests. In April

2013. government troops attacked a protest

encampment in the northern city of Haw-
ija, killing at least 44 people. Thousands of

Sunni and Shi’ite civilians perished in the

slaughter that followed. In January. Mali-

ki’s troops launched an artillery onslaught

against Falluja and Ramadi. The Sunni

tribal chiefs, who during George W. Bush’s

famous 2007 troop “surge” had sided with

the U.S. against A1 Qaeda, welcomed back

those same fundamentalist forces, now

based in Syria.

No longer an A1 Qaeda affiliate, ISIS

(which recently renamed itself the Islamic

State) has posted a video on its website

titled End of Sykes-Picot. This is a ref-

erence to the secret agreement by which

Britain and France toward the end of

World War I agreed to divide up the spoils

of their impending victory over the Otto-

man Empire. For the reactionaries of ISIS,

the destruction of that Turkish empire

marked the end of the last caliphate, a

world to which they aspire to return. In

fact, the colonial division of the Ottoman
Empire, out of which Iraq issued, retains

significance today precisely because it set

the stage for the reactionary communal
conflagration that is erupting across the

Near East. In turn, the deepening sec-

tarian bloodshed in Iraq underlines the

fact that it is not a nation but rather a

patchwork of different peoples and eth-

nicities—primarily Shi'ite Arabs, Sunni
Arabs and Kurds.

From the mid-19th century start of their

direct intervention in the Levant region,

the European powers set various nation-

alities. ethnic groups and sects against

each other. France sought to profit from
its amitie iraditionnelle with the Chris-

tian Maronites. who originated in Syria in

a seventh-century split from the Eastern

church of Byzantium. The British posed
as the benefactors of the Druze, a tenth-

century offshoot of Shi’ism, and tsarist

Russia extended protection to the Ortho-

dox Christians. In 1860. a massive civil

war between Maronites and Druze was
sparked by a Maronite peasant rebellion

in which the feudal estates were seized,

the land distributed and a peasant com-
monwealth proclaimed. On the eve of
French military intervention into that war.

Karl Marx wrote in the New York Daily
Tribune (11 August 1860):

‘The conspirators of Petersburg and Paris
had, however, in case their temptations of
Prussia should fail, kept in reserve the
thrilling incident of the Syrian massa-
cres, to be followed by a French inter-

vention which.. .would open the back door
of a general European war. In respect to

England 1 will only add, that, in 1841
Lord Palmerston furnished the Druses
with the arm.s they kept ever since, and
that, in 1846. by a convention with the
Czar Nicholas, he abolished, in point of
fact, the Turkish sway that curbed the
wild tribes of the Lebanon, and stipulated
for them a quasi-independence which, in
the run of time, and under the proper
management of foreign plotters, could
only beget a harvest of blood.”

Later, the “conspirators of Petersburg
and Paris" combined with the British to

carve up the Levant, as well as the rest

of the crumbling Ottoman Empire, in

the 1916 Skyes-Picot treaty. France took
Syria (including modern Lebanon) for
itself while Britain acquired Jordan and
Palestine—all against the wishes of their
inhabitants. The publication of the treaty
by the newly established Soviet workers
Slate in late 1917 exposed the imperialist
intrigues and had an electrifying effect,
helping to spark a series of national revolts

and popular uprisings across the region.

In the French share of the dismem-

bered Ottoman Empire, Paris created

a “Greater Lebanon” by incorporating

large Muslim areas together with tradi-

tional Maronite strongholds in the Mount

Lebanon range. As a result, the Maronites

and other, less numerous, Christian sects

slightly outnumbered and dominated

Muslims. In Syria, the imperialists pro-

moted the Alawites to lord it over the

predominantly Sunni Muslim population

(see “Syrian Civil War: Legacy of Impe-

rialist Divide-and-Rule,” V/V No. 1009,

28 September 2012).

The Kurds were also promised their

own slate, albeit a truncated one. in the

1920 Treaty of Sevres. But they never got

even that deformed expression of national

self-determination. By 1920, it was

becoming clear that the former Ottoman

vilayet (province) of Mosul, which had

been assigned to France under the Sykes-

Picot treaty, had much more oil than was

originally thought. So Britain decided to

keep southern Kurdistan by incorporating

it into a newly created country called Iraq,

which itself basically corresponded to

the concessions of the British-controlled

Turkish Petroleum Company. The stale

functionaries and military officers of the

majority Shi’ite country set up by the Brit-

ish colonialists were exclusively Sunni.

In 1919. the Kurds in northern Iraq rose

in revolt against the British overseers. The
British brutally crushed the rebellion. The
following year, the Shi’ites of southern

Iraq rebelled, killing or wounding some
2,500 troops deployed by the British

before the revolt was drowned in blood.

Anticipating by almost 70 years Saddam
Hussein's use of chemical weapons against

Iraqi Kurds, Winston Churchill, at the

time British war secretary, clamored for

dropping mustard gas bombs on the Iraqi

rebels. It wa.s decided instead to bombard
them with poison-gas artillery shells.

Lessons of 1958
Iraqi Revolution

It is a sign of despair that the most
prominent voices in the Near East calling

to undo Sykes-Picot today are religious

bigots who aim to crush those who do not

worship their preferred deity in their pre-

scribed way. That has not always been the

case, and it will not remain so indefinitely.

We base ourselves programmatically
on the experience of V. I. Lenin’s Bolshe-

vik Party that led the 1917 Russian Revo-
lution, which had an enormous impact on
the Near East. But well before mass Com-
munist parties (CPs) were able to take root

in the area, a conservative bureaucratic

caste under Stalin had usurped political

power in the Soviet workers slate. This
ruling bureaucracy repudiated the Bol-

shevik program of international socialist

revolution in favor of “building socialism
in one country” and its corollary, “peace-
ful coexistence” with imperialism. In the

Near East as elsewhere in the colonial

world, this outlook was expressed in the

espousal of “two-stage revolution,” which
meant support to a supposedly progressive

wing of the bourgeoisie while indefinitely

postponing the proletarian revolution.

Nonetheless, the large Stalinist Com-
munist parties that emerged in the mid
1930s and ’40s In many Arab countries

attracted the most class-conscious work-
ers and radical intellectuals. Typically,

these CPs were either founded by or based
heavily on minorities. The various Egyp-
tian communist groups were all formed by
Egyptian Jews. The Iraqi CP had Kurds
and Jews in its leadership (see "Near East.

1950s: Permanent Revolution vs. Bour-
geois Nationalism." lYVNos. 740 and 741,

25 August and 8 September 2000).

There Is a rich tradition of working-
class struggle in the Near East, whose
highest point was the Iraqi revolution of
1958. That revolution was touched off by
the overthrow of the monarchy by left-

nationalist officers on Bastille Day 1958.

The whole country rose up. As workers
staged massive demonstrations in the cit-

ies. some numbering a million people,

peasants staged insurrections through-
out the countryside, killing landlords

and seizing the land. The Iraqi CP had
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18 March 1970: NYC letter carriers picket General Post Office at outset
of strike that defied federal law and spread nationwide, giving impetus to

public-sector unionization.

Supreme Court...
(continuedfrom page 12)

of their reliance on the state institutions of

the capitalist rulers, as are various other

arrangements, such as the system of dues

checkoff, which puts the collection of a

union’s money in the bosses' hands. Cen-

tral to the class-collaborationist outlook of

the union bureaucracy is the lie that the

capitalist state can be pressured to act in

the interests of workers, at least when run

by Democrats.

In Illinois, the SEIU signed up 20.000

iiome health care workers after then-

governor Rod Blagojevich (whom the

union helped elect, pouring $1.8 million

into his 2002 and 2006 campaigns) issued

an executive order designating them state

employees. It is this designation that has

now been overturned by the Supreme

Court, demonstrating how easily reforms

that benefit the working class can be

reversed in the absence of class struggle.

The Democrats themselves have been

carrying out attacks on unions, particularly

in the public sector. The Obama adminis-

tration has long pushed anti-union charter

schools and hailed the recent California

court ruling against teacher tenure laws, a

direct blow to union seniority rights. Dem-
ocratic Illinois governor Pal Quinn, the

defendant in Harris v. Quinn, has signed a

law gutting the pensions of public workers,

a measure several unions are challenging in

the courts. In a stark example of the labor

bureaucracy’s servility, the Illinois Educa-

tion Association is both suing Governor

Quinn over his attacks on their pensions

and endorsing his re-election in November!

Condemning the Harris decision, lead-

ers of several unions representing public-

sector workers, including the SEIU,

AFSCME. the Communications Workers

of America and the American Federation

of Teachers, mouthed platitudes about

fighting back. What they really meant

was laid out by AFL-CIO president Rich-

ard Trumka, who told the London Finan-

cial Times (2 July), “We’re going to work

real hard to get pro-worker candidates

elected.’’ i.e.. once again getting out the

vole for the Democrats in this year’s mid-

term elections. This is the same dead-end

electoral strategy that in recent years

led to defeats in Wisconsin, Indiana and

Michigan, where “right to work’’ mea-

sures gutted union rights. In Wisconsin

in 2011, thousands of union members had

repeatedly mobilized in protests in Mad-
ison. the state capital. But the bureau-

crats nixed any chance to use the strike

weapon, diverting workers’ anger into

Democratic Party electioneering.

While the While House issued a state-

ment criticizing the Harris ruling, when
it comes to unions actually engaging in

struggle, it’s another matter for U.S. capi-

talism’s chief executive. On June 14, over

400 train engineers and electricians in

the Philadelphia area went out on strike

against SEPTA (Southeastern Pennsyl-

vania Transportation Authority). At the

request of the Pennsylvania governor.

President Obama immediately signed an

executive order under the Railway Labor

Act forcing the strikers back to work. And
when it comes to basic democratic rights,

the Obama administration has managed
to come out to the right of the utterly reac-

tionary Supreme Court, which recently

ruled against the government by banning

warrantless searches of cell phones.

For Class-Struggle Leadership!

Today under unrelenting ruling-class

attack, the gains achieved by unionized

public workers were wrested through often

fierce battles against the government. The
Abood decision itself came near the end

of a wave of organizing drives among
public-sector workers during the 1970s.

American society, which had been

polarized by the struggle for black rights

and the counterrevolutionary U.S. war
against Vietnam, experienced a rise in

union struggles, fueled by the rapid ero-

sion of wages due to inflation caused by

the war. As part of a dramatic rise in

rank-and-file militancy, the New York

City branch of the National Association

of Letter Carriers walked out in March
1970. This action was not only in defiance

of their national leadership but also the

law, which banned postal workers, like

all federal workers, from striking. Pres-

ident Richard Nixon declared a national

emergency and ordered 23,000 troops to

occupy the post offices in New York.

But the wildcat strike spread throughout

the country, mostly against the will of the

union leadership. With young and black

militants taking the lead, over 210.000

postal workers defied back-to-work court

injunctions in the largest strike ever against

the U.S. government. The Post Office was

forced to concede wage increases and col-

lective bargaining rights, with no reprisals.

The postal wildcat helped spur the rapid

growth of public-sector unions. However,

strikes by federal workers remain banned,

and union officials increasingly hide

behind federal and state anti-strike laws,

often including the threat of big fines and

jail time for union leaders, as an excuse

for shelving the strike weapon.

The potential of the Harris case to

destroy the agency shop was character-

ized by AFSCME’s general counsel. Bill

Lurye, as “an attempted kill shot aimed

at public-sector unions.’’ If anything like

this comes to pass, it will be due in no

small part to the class collaboration-

ism of the union misleaders, which has

undermined labor as a fighting force and.

consequently, eroded elementary union

consciousness. After collective bargain-

ing was abolished for state workers in

Indiana, union membership plummeted

by 90 percent. In Wisconsin, Governor

Scott Walker’s union-busting legislation

caused AFSCME’s revenues to drop 60

percent. Smelling blood, anti-labor forces

are determined to challenge the very exis-

tence of unions, including by cutting the

flow of funds.

Over the years, efforts by workers to

win even the modest right to organize

collectively have been met with vicious

retaliation, from firings and arrests to mur-

derous violence. It will take determined

struggle to beat back the capitalist rulers'

war against labor. For the unions to effec-

tively fight in the interests of workers, they

must be freed from the shackles binding

them to the Democratic Party and the cap-

italist state. This requires forging a new
labor leadership based on the understand-

ing that the interests of the working class

are counterposed to those of the capital-

ist exploiters. The working class needs its

own parly, independent from and opposed

to the Democratic and Republican parties

of capitalist rule. For a workers party to

fight for a workers America!*

the overwhelming support of the multi-

national working class. It also had broad

support among other layers of the pop-

ulation. including within the army and

even some sections of the officer corps.

It is clear that the Iraqi CP could have

taken power. The U.S. sent the Marines

into Lebanon to be ready for a possible

invasion of Iraq. Socialist revolution was
on the agenda.

Isaac Deutscher. the historian and biog-

rapher of Bolshevik leader Leon Trotsky,

wrote: “Most western observers on the

spot agreed that Kassem [the nationalist

in power who had the Iraqi CP’s support]

could hardly hold his ground against an

all-out communist offensive.’’ But in the

interests of “peaceful coexistence” with the

U.S.. the Soviet bureaucracy sold out the

revolution, ordering the Iraqi CP to stand

down. And under the sway of the program

of "two-stage revolution.” the Iraqi CP went

along, putting the brakes on the movement.

While riding the crest of the revolution-

ary wave, the CP continued to subordinate

itself to the left-nationalist officer Kassem
in a supposedly "anti-imperialist” revo-

lution. Of course, the promised second

stage of socialist revolution never came.

Instead. Kassem turned on the CP. In

1963, the reactionary, nationalist Ba’ath

party, which included Saddam Hussein

(who was not yet a national leader), came
to power and carried out a bloodbath of

thousands of leftist workers using lists

supplied by the CIA.

For a Socialist Federation
of the Near East!

The Iraqi revolution held out enor-

mous historic possibilities for workers

of the Near East and for oppressed peo-

ples like the Kurds. Today, spread across

four countries—^Ttirkey. Syria. Iraq and

Iran—the people of Kurdistan still con-

stitute the largest nation by area with-

out a stale. When Iraqi Kurdish leaders

recently announced plans for a referen-

dum on independence from Baghdad, the

Obama administration let them know, in

no uncertain terms, that Kurdish indepen-

dence is not on Washington’s agenda.

The history of the Kurdish people’s

national struggle is a litany of betrayals

by their nationalist leaders, who systemat-

ically sought to gain advantage by curry-

ing favor with sundry capitalist powers. A
case in point was provided by the Kurdish

leaders in Iraq who actively collaborated

with the 2003 U.S. invasion, offering their

pesh merga as an auxiliary to U.S. mil-

itary forces. The Kurdish masses must

Quebec...
(continuedfrom page 3)

criticisms. After a vapid campaign cen-

tred on the slogan “For the love of a fair

Quebec.” QS increased its vote slightly

and now has three deputies in the National

Assembly. Heavily funded by capitalist

state subsidies based on its level of elec-

toral support, QS does not even pretend

to be a socialist organization. Rather it

is, as we have written previously, a “fifth

wheel” of the bourgeois PQ. working to

pull disaffected youth and workers (and

rightward moving ex-leftists) into the trap

of eco-tinged populism.

Over the last few years, QS leader

Fran^oise David has repeatedly offered to

prop up a PQ minority government, but

the arrival of union-buster P^ladeau was
too much for even her to swallow. She pro-

claimed, “Today, thousands of [PQ] sym-

pathizers can mourn the party of Rene
Levesque.” Another QS leader. Amir
Khadir, issued an “appeal to trade union-

ists,” calling on “those who care about the

balance between the rights of the employ-

look to an alliance with the Arab, Persian

and Tlirkish proletariat—which in turn

must be won to championing Kurdish

self-determination—in a revolutionary

struggle to overthrow capitalist rule in

the four countries that oppress them and

establish a Socialist Republic of United

Kurdistan. (See “The Kurdish People and

the U.S. Occupation of Iraq.” WV Nos.

804 and 805. 23 May and 6 June 2003.)

Iraq today is a shattered society. The

future of the Iraqi masses as a whole is

dependent on working-class struggle in

nearby countries with strategic concen-

trations of proletarian power. We have no

illusions that it will be an easy task to win

ers and the rights of the unions” to join

Quebec Solidaire {quebecsolidaire.net. 10

March). There you have QS in a nutshell:

return to the early, purportedly progres-

sive PQ and work to “balance” workers’

rights with those of the exploiters!

As the Couillard government prepares

its assaults on labour and on social pro-

grams. it is necessary to fight for a very

different political perspective. A starting

point must be the complete and uncondi-

tional independence of the labour move-

ment from the capitalists, their political

parties and their state machinery. The
“anti-corruption” Charbonneau commis-

sion set up under the last PQ government

has lately targeted the FTQ. especially

its construction sector. We say: Govern-

ment hands off the unions! The close ties

between the FTQ’s $10 billion investment

fund, the Fonds de Solidarity, and the

owners of the construction industry are

indeed an outrage. But the labour move-

ment must clean its own house, as part of

a struggle to make the unions instruments

not of collaboration with the enemy class

but of anti-capitalist struggle.

As we wrote two years ago in a leaflet

workers of the Near East, ground down by

their capitalist rulers and imperialist over-

lords. to the Marxist program of proletar-

ian revolution. But there will be no end to

ethnic and national oppression, no emanci-

pation of women, no end to the exploitation

of working people short of shattering the

capitalist order. That requires the forging

of revolutionary working-class parties in

opposition to all forms of bourgeois ideol-

ogy, religious reaction and imperialism, as

part of a genuine Trotskyist Fourth Inter-

national. which would link the fight for a

socialist federation of the Near East to the

struggle for proletarian revolution in the

imperialist centers.*

distributed to the mass protests of stu-

dents and their supporters:

‘The Quebec working class, allied with
the vibrant student youth, has the power
to be a key component of a revived North
American workers movement, which has
been battered by decades of austerity and
strikebreaking. In May 1972, the sponta-
neous Quebec general strike against the

jailing of union leaders gave a taste of this

power. But in the upshot, the aspirations

of the Qu^bycois workers were channeled
into the framewoiic of bourgeois nation-

alism as represented by the Unchain-
ing the power of the proletariat requires

a political break with such nationalism,

including today its ‘left’ variant in Que-
bec Solidaire.

"The only road to socialism lies through
a workers revolution that smashes the

capitalist state and replaces it with a

workers stale, the dictatorship of the

proletariat. That means replacing bour-

geois democracy—a ‘democracy’ for

the rich—with workers democracy. Only
then will the road be open for the con-
struction of an egalitarian communist
society where both poverty and a repres-

sive slate are relics of the past."—‘‘Student Strike Shakes Quebec

—

Mobilize the Power of the Working
Class!" 5parwc/srC<inar/d No. 173,

Summer 2012 (reprinted in Workers
Vanguard fio. 1003. 25 May 201 2)
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wenKens vahcump
Threat to Public-Sector Labor

Supreme Court Clobbers

Home Health Care Workers Unions
The June 30 Supreme Court ruling in

the case Harris v. Quinn is the latest blow

in the capitalist state's war against orga-

nized labor. In a five-to-four majority, the

court overturned lower court decisions by

excluding home health care workers from

agency shop arrangements, in which

workers who benefit from union repre-

sentation but are not themselves members
must pay fees to the union. The Illinois

plaintiffs, including Pamela Harris, an in-

home caregiver for her disabled son, were

represented by the anti-union National

Right To Work Legal Defense Foundation

bankrolled by the notoriously right-wing

billionaire Koch brothers and the Walton

family {of Wal-Mart).

The Supreme Court ruling singled out

the union rights of an especially vulnera-

ble section of the public-sector workforce

as a wedge aimed at public workers unions

in general. The nature of the caregivers’

work in private homes makes them partic-

ularly isolated, open to abuse by employ-

ers and difficult to organize into unions.

These workers carry out demanding tasks;

cooking, cleaning, administering medica-

tion, bathing patients and helping them in

and out of bed. Together with nurses and

workers in residential care centers, they

have the highest rate of workplace inju-

ries. Home health care workers, nearly 90

percent of whom are women, are dispro-

portionately black. Latino and immigrant.

While still among the lowest-paid work-

ers in the public sector, home health care

workers in Illinois saw their wages rise

from less than $7 per hour to $13 after

they joined the Service Employees Inter-

national Union (SEIU). Union membership
not only benefits those workers but also,

by providing more training and reducing

staff turnover, benefits their patients.

To evade legal precedent protecting

agency shops for public workers, the court

ruled that while home health care workers

are paid from public funds they are “not

full-fledged public employees” because
they may be hired and supervised by
their clients. This fiction was concocted
in order to ratify the plaintiffs’ bogus
contention that their being forced to pay
agency fees violated their First Amend-
ment right, as individuals, to free speech.

This red herring was dragged in to take

aim squarely at the rights of labor. From
the very existence of unions to the right to

strike, labor rights were achieved through

hard struggle against the capitalists and
their stale. At any rate, the only rights to

which the bourgeoisie is unalterably com-
mitted are its own property rights.

While the backers of the Harris plain-

tiffs pushed the Supreme Court to also

overturn the 1977 case Abood v. Detroit

Board of Education, which upheld (he

agency shop for public-sector workers,

the court stopped short, at least for the

moment. However. Justice Samuel Alito

devoted much of the majority opinion to

criticizing Abood, effectively inviting a

frontal challenge to agency shops. Indeed,

such cases are already wending their way
through the lower courts. In Friedrichs

V. California Teachers Association, ten

teachers backed by the right-wing Center

for Individual Rights (CIR) are challeng-

ing the agency shop on grounds similar to

Harris v. Quinn. The CIR lawyers admit-

ted that their claims were barred by the

Abood precedent, conceding defeat at the

District Court level so that their appeals

could proceed up the chain to the Supreme

Court.

Twenty-six states have laws provid-

ing for the agency shop for public-sector

workers, while open shop “right to work”

states ban this arrangement. Marxists

defend the agency shop against the bosses’

attacks. But what we are for is the closed

shop, where workers must be members of

the union before being hired. The closed

shop, facilitating union control of hiring,

was outlawed by the 1947 Taft-Hartley

Act. which aimed at crippling labor by

banning a range of militant strike tactics

and opening up a red purge of the unions.

While allowing union shops, where work-

ers are required to join unions after being

hired, the law also opened the door to the

opt-out provisions of the agency shop.

What is needed are fighting unions that

encompass all workers in a company or

industry, uniting them in struggle against

the bosses for improved pay. benefits and

work conditions. It is precisely by playing

workers off against one another that the

capitalists divide and weaken the working

class, often by exacerbating racial and eth-

nic divisions. Many “right to work” advo-

cates hate unions not least because they

are integrated. Strong unions, including

the closed shop, were won through sharp

class struggle involving often-illegal tac-

tics like mass pickets, factory occupations

and secondary boycotts.

For all their ritual denunciations of

Taft-Hartley as a slave-labor act. the pre-

capitalist labor bureaucrats have over-

whelmingly bowed to its restrictions,

helping grease the skids for the sharp

decline of unions in the U.S. The more
the union leaders limit workers’ struggles

within the framework of what is permitted

by bourgeois law. the more the capitalists

further narrow proletarian rights by aug-

menting their arsenal of anti-union laws.

If the agency shop is eliminated for

public-sector workers, it will be a serious

blow for the working class as a whole.

With the decline of unionized manufac-

turing jobs, public-sector workers make
up a greater than ever proportion of organ-

ized labor, with the rate of unionization

among public-sector workers more than

five times that of private-sector workers.

Unions like the SEIU and American Fed-

eration of Stale, County and Municipal

Employees (AFSCME) have recruited

large numbers of home health care work-

ers. However, many of the same unions

include cops and prison guards. These

guard dogs of capitalist rule are used to

smash workers’ picket lines and enforce

a reign of terror against black people and

other minorities. Cops and prison guards

out of the unions!

Labor Tops’ Subservience
to Democrats

Opposition to Harris v. Quinn among
bourgeois liberals stems from the fact that

the decision upsets a mechanism to help

maintain labor peace in the public sector.

In her dissent on the ruling. Justice Elena

Kagan expressed relief that the court did

not completely overturn the agency shop,

which she characterized as a key tool

for slate and local governments “in the

management of their employees and pro-

grams.” The "bad news.” she wrote, was

that Illinois can no longer use this “tool"

in regard to home health care workers.

For the labor tops, the agency shop

means more money for union coffers with-

out having to do anything in the way of

actual struggle. This setup is an example

continued on page 11

Victory for South African

Platinum Miners

May 14: Striking platinum miners outside Lonmin mine in Rustenburg.

JOHANNESBURG—A bitterly fought,

five-month strike by 70,000 platinum

miners organised by the Association of

Mineworkers and Construction Union
(AMCU) has ended in victory for the

workers. In what would become the lon-

gest strike in the history of South Africa,

the miners walked out on January 23 to

fight for a living wage and against the

“apartheid wage gap” inherited from
the former white-supremacist regime.

The workers achieved a 1.000 rand ($93)

basic monthly wage increase, backdated
to July 2013, for the first two years of the

contract and R9.S0 for the third year. The
combined cost to Anglo American Plati-

num. Impala Platinum and Lonmin—the

world’s top three platinum producers—is

Reuters

estimated at R24 billion.

As the strike wrapped up. a jubi-

lant AMCU member told the Daily
Maverick (23 June): “It was no longer
about me and my colleagues, but also

about all the mineworkers before and
those that will come long after we are

gone. We have levelled the pitch for

continued on page 9
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Defend the Palestinians!

Zionist Bioodbath in Gaza

Israeli bombardment of Gaza City, Juiy 29. Zionist state has razed Gaza infra-

structure and slaughtered almost 2,000 Palestinians. Top right: U.S. secretary

of state Kerry with Israeli prime minister Netanyahu in Tel Aviv, July 23. Bottom
right; Palestinians mourn journalist and others killed by Israeli shelling of She-
jaya market, July 30.

AUGUST 5—“They have to die and their

houses should be demolished so that they

cannot bear any more terrorists.... They
are all enemy combatants.” This screed by

Israeli politician Ayelet Shaked. posted on

the eve of “Operation Protective Edge.” is

a genocidal expression of a cold Zionist

ideology that views the Palestinian people

as uniermenschen (“subhumans") to be

killed with impunity. “One million Arabs

are not worth a Jewish fingernail" was
how a notorious right-wing Israeli rabbi

baldly put it some 20 years ago. Today,

this is reasserted through the wholesale

slaughter of more than 1.800 largely

defenseless Palestinians, with another

9.400 wounded, by the U.S.-armed Israeli

war machine, carried out under the pre-

text of responding to Hamas’s largely inef-

fectual rocket attacks.

As we go to press, it appears that Israel

is withdrawing its forces from Gaza. At

the same time. Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu has threatened to renew the

massacres under the pretense of going

after Hamas’s rockets and tunnels. In the

face of Israel’s barbarity, we take a side

militarily in defense of Hamas against

Israel, without giving an iota of political

support to that reactionary Islamic funda-

mentalist outfit. Defend the Palestinian

people!

For the last month, the already dev-

astated population of the Gaza Strip has

been under a relentless barrage of Zionist

state terror, with missiles raining down

25274 81030

Down With
U.S. Aid to Israei!

from the skies above and from the sea,

while people are being shelled by artillery

in an 86,000-strong ground invasion. The
overwhelming majority of the dead are

civilians, including at least 400 children.

The streets are strewn with decomposing

limbs and bodies. Whole blocks are flat-

tened. Whole families are exterminated.

Scenes abound of women and children

fleeing on foot from missiles and shells.

Gaza lies in ruin upon ruin. The sky-

line of Gaza City and other towns in one

of the most densely populated places on

earth is a ragged outline of shattered

buildings and torn minarets. Gaza’s mea-

ger infrastructure is devastated, many of

its few factories destroyed, its one power

plant In flames. A population that has had

to live on four hours of electricity a day

will now be forced to subsist with neither

electricity nor treated water nor a sewage

system, while overwhelmed hospitals lose

electrical power even just to keep blood

and medicines refrigerated.

The sordid bourgeois media in the U.S.

presents the carnage in Gaza as a “war"
between two equal sides. CNN’s con-

temptible anchor Wolf Blilzer airs lurid

stories about “terrorists" using the tun-

nels in Gaza. The New York Times runs

stories about Hamas using Palestinians in

the Gaza ghetto as “civilian shields.” The

underlying message is clear: Israel is to

be absolved for any amount of murder of

Palestinians, who. in turn, have no right to

defend themselves. The leaflets that Israel

drops telling Palestinians to flee are a

cruel reminder that Gaza’s residents have

nowhere to flee from what is a concen-

tration camp surrounded by an electrified

fence, a sealed border with Egypt and a

Mediterranean shoreline patrolled by the

Israeli navy.

There is no refuge for Gazans. UN
schools—which have been sheltering

more than 200,000 people, over lO per-

cent of Gaza’s population—have been

bombed repeatedly. On August 3. one

such school in Rafah was hit by Israel,

killing lO people—this after UN admin-

istrators at the school had communicated

to the Israeli military no less than 33 times

its precise coordinates and the fact that it

was housing some 3,000 refugees. This

was the seventh such Israeli bombing of

UN shelters. On July 30, after announcing

a four-hour “humanitarian pause” in the

bombing, Israel struck a market in Shejaya

where desperate people were trying to get

food. The brutal bombardment killed at

least 17 people and wounded over 200.

The scale of Israel’s current onslaught

in Gaza has already surpassed that of its

2008-09 terror campaign, called “Oper-

ation Cast Lead.” in which some 1.400

Palestinians were slaughtered. Whereas

during the first (1987-93) and second

(2000-05) Intifadas (uprisings) it took

months and years for thousands of Pales-

tinians to be killed, today such numbers

are reached in days and weeks. This is the

new “normal” that has been established

by the war criminals in Tel Aviv.

Behind the Israeli terror machine stands

the far more powerful and deadly terror

machine of U.S. imperialism. National

Security Advisor Susan Rice declares.

“Here is one thing you never have to

worry about: America’s support for the

state of Israel.” For his part. Secretary of

State John Kerry reiterates that Israel “has

every right in the world to defend itself.”

The U.S. arms Israel to the tune of more

continued on page 4
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Letters

Yes, Crimea Is Russian
23 June 2014

This is a relatively minor point, and I

don’t request it be published.

In Workers Vanguard you state that

Crimea was “historically part of Russia”

(13 June) or “long part of Russia” (16 May),

I think this is historically inaccurate.

Prior to the Revolution, Crimea was part

of the Russian Empire, that is true, but so

was Ukraine. Ukraine, in fact, has his-

torically a closer association with Russia,

Kiev being the birthplace of the Russian

“nation”. Crimea, on the other hand, was

dominated by the Tatars until Russia took

over in the late 18th century—the same

time they took over Ukraine.

After the Revolution, Crimea became

the Crimean Autonomous Soviet Socialist

Republic within the Russian Soviet Feder-

ative Socialist Republic (not merely “part

of Russia”). In 1945 it was downgraded

to the Crimean Oblast within the RSFSR
and the Crimean Tatars were deported. In

1954 it was transferred to Ukraine. So, for

the past 60 years Crimea has been part

of the Ukrainian Republic. This is more

significant than the 30 odd years when it

was part of the RSFSR.
To the best ofmy knowledge Crimea has

been viewed as a distinct entity through-

out its long and complicated history.

This does not detract from the fact that

present population is ethnically Russian

and appears to favour Russian annexation,

but there is no need to falsify history to

improve their case.
Niall C.

WV replies: We thank Niall C. for his

letter, which he gave permission to print.

We Marxists upheld the right of self-

determination for the Crimean people,

who are ethnically Russian in their major-

ity. This included supporting the interven-

tion of Russian troops, which allowed the

exercise of that right, with the population

overwhelmingly voting to reunite with

Russia. Our position does not entail the

slightest political support to Vladimir

Putin’s regime, a capitalist government

based on Great Russian chauvinism.

By all appearances, Niall agrees with

us that the decisive consideration is what

the majority of the population wants.

But he disagrees with our historical

understanding of how and when Crimea

became predominantly Russian.

Russia wrested control of Crimea from

the Ottoman Empire and annexed the

peninsula in 1783. Subsequently, the tsars

pursued a policy of Russification of the

region, with Russian settlers and their

fellow Orthodox Christians from TUrkish-

ruled territories—Greeks, Armenians and

Slavs—moving in. On the heels of Rus-

sia’s annexation. Tatars, a Muslim people

who had inhabited Crimea since the 13th

A System in Its Death Agony

In a speech delivered to a meeting of stu-

dents at New York University in 1951, Amer-

ican Trotskyist leader James Cannon laid

bare the bloody workings of U.S. imperial-

ism. which had emerged from World War II

as the world's dominant capitalist power. He
underlined that only international workers

revolution can put an end to the privation

and war endemic to the decaying capitalist

profit system.

Capitalism is an outworn social system. The First World War was the sign of its

bankruptcy as a world order. Prior to that, for half a century, capitalism had grown and

expanded. It had maintained an uneasy peace in the world, except for numerous local

wars and colonial expeditions by which the great powers divided up the world. But things

have changed since then. Just consider for a moment how much they have changed in

thirty-seven years since the first shots were fired in 1914. TNvo world wars, devouring

the lives of tens of millions of people, and wounding nobody knows how many more,

and destroying so much of the material culture of the world. TWo destructive world wars

and a terrible worldwide depression with its unmeasured toll of misery and death. And
now the mad armaments race toward another world war, the end of which no one can

see or prophesy....

The workers of the United States haven’t said their last word yet by a long shot. The

foreign policy of American capitalism is united with its domestic policy. The war pro-

gram carries with it the program of militarizing and regimenting the country, already

under way; of stamping out liberties, which is in the design; and of driving down the

living standards of the workers, which is in progress with the wage freeze on the one

side and skyrocketing inflation on the other....

There is an alternative. In my opinion this alternative is to recognize the social reality

of our time, to see capitalism as a world system in its death agony, completely reactionary

and beyond salvation by any means. The alternative to support of this doomed social

system is to ally oneself with the future, with the socialist and labor movement, and with

the great colonial revolutions in process and still growing. The alternative is to work for

a union of the world’s workers and the colonial peoples, to put an end to imperialism and

open the way for the socialist society of the free and equal. That is the way to secure

peace and progress and a good life for all.

—James P. Cannon, “Youth and Foreign Policy” (April 1951)
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TROTSKY LENIN

century, fled in droves to the Ottoman

Empire for fear of reprisals and religious

persecution. By 1802, more than 100,000

Tatars—more than a third of the total

Crimean population at the time—had

moved to Ottoman lands. An even more

massive Tatar exodus look place after

the 1854-56 Crimean War pitting Russia

against the Ottomans, British and French.

Having a foothold in the Black Sea

was militarily vital for the Russians. The

area around Sevastopol (where the first

Kievan Rus prince to convert is said to

have been baptized) was also viewed as

the birthplace of Russian Christianity,

to be defended against the Muslim Otto-

mans. Crimea quickly obtained a place in

Russian culture and identity that it never

lost; Pushkin immortalized it in verse,

while Tolstoy chronicled the famous

Siege of Sevastopol in 1854-55. Russian

aristocrats and later Stalinist bureaucrats

built palaces along the cliffs and beaches,

in what became the Riviera of Russia.

During the civil war that broke out

after the October 1917 proletarian revo-

lution in Russia, many Tatar nationalist

leaders sided with the counterrevolution-

ary White forces against the Red Army.

But in 1921 the Bolsheviks finally pre-

vailed in Crimea. At the time, the popu-

lation was not only half Russian but also

highly multinational and multiethnic.

Tatars represented some 20 percent of

the total in addition to large numbers of

Armenians, Bulgars, Jews and Greeks.

The early Bolshevik regime, whose tra-

dition we stand in, assiduously defended

the rights of oppressed nationalities and

peoples. The Crimean Tatar language was

accorded official status alongside Russian.

Tatar schools were created and Tatars were

encouraged to participate in the political

life of the peninsula, which became an

autonomous republic, part of the Russian

Soviet Federated Socialist Republic. Since

a myriad of peoples throughout Russia

were at different levels of national consol-

idation. the Bolsheviks established various

autonomous republics, oblasts and okrugs

across the Russian territory to provide for

the special needs of these peoples.

After the Red Army liberated Crimea

from the Nazis in 1944 at the end of

World War II. Stalin collectively accused

all non-Russian peoples there (Tatars.

Greeks. Bulgars and Armenians) of col-

laborating with the German occupiers and

deported them to Central Asia. Crimea

was thus literally emptied of Tatars. They

were rehabilitated by the Soviet authori-

ties in 1967 but were not allowed to return

en masse to Crimea until the dismantling

of the Soviet Union in 1991.

In 1954, Soviet premier Nikita Khrush-

chev ceded Crimea to the Ukrainian

Soviet Socialist Republic. This purely

administrative measure did not make any

difference in the ethnic composition and

identity of Crimea, or its main language,

which remained Russian. Khrushchev’s

stupid move only took on significance with

the collapse of the Soviet Union, as the

fate of Crimea was the subject of heated

disputes between the now bourgeois states

of Russia and Ukraine. From that lime.

Crimean residents repeatedly attempted

to break away from Ukraine, especially

through referendums, only succeeding this

year with the Russian intervention.*

Montana Abortion Provider

Under Attack
18 June 2014

Dear Editor.

Late at night on March 4lh, All Families

Healthcare of Kalispell, Montana, which

provided first-trimester abortions, was

destroyed, seemingly by an armed burglar

with family ties to an antiaborlion organi-

zation called Hope Pregnancy Ministries.

These evangelicals, after the fashion of

such groups described over the years in

Workers Vanguard, appear to have ties to

organized fascists, and they sometimes

work hand-in-hand with the slate.

For at least a decade, they organized

a threatening presence outside the clinic

owned by Susan Cahill, a physician’s assis-

tant. They celebrated Lent each year with

a continuous picket lasting 40 days and

40 nights, until recently, when they pur-

chased the building that housed the clinic.

Cahill, a health care provider for the last

38 years, was then forced to find another

space to rent. She and her business partner.

Dr. James Armstrong (now retired) have

served multiple generations of Montanans,

including elderly relatives of mine, who
have been well cared for by them. After her

clinic was firebombed in 1994 in a string of

such attacks across the American West, the

Montana state legislature passed the Susan

Cahill Law. barring physician’s assistants

from performing abortions, but the law was
overturned in state supreme court.

This year’s attack came three weeks

after Cahill re-opened her clinic at a new
location, It was the night before a security

system was to be installed, and just before

Lent. Cahill wrote in a letter to a local

newspaper that everything was destroyed,

from the plumbing and heating systems,

to medical equipment and furniture, to

photos of her baby grandson, The man
charged in the attack was arrested shortly

afterwards, carrying a loaded handgun
and extra bullets. His trial is scheduled for

September and likely to be well-attended,

but apparently the firearms charges have

already been dropped, and “hate crime”

charges, which Cahill and some support-

ers called for, seem never to have even

been considered.

Cahill told the liberal news show.

Democracy Now, that the damage to her

clinic was first noticed by an employee

who arrived in the morning. She stayed

outside and called the police, who sealed

off the premises for the next 24 hours,

with the help of FBI agents. The US gov-

ernment tends to take a keen interest in

patient files at abortion clinics, but one

news report indicated that in this case

some files had been taken by the burglar.

In any case, many files were apparently

damaged beyond recognition.

Shortly after the 2009 murder of Dr.

George Tiller, Susan Wicklund, author of

This Common Secret: My Life as an Abor-

tion Doctor, and an associate of Susan

Cahill’s, told an audience at Revolution

Books in Manhattan that at her clinic in

southern Montana, patients showed up

from five or six different states and Can-

ada because of the extreme shortage of

abortion providers—especially affordable

ones—throughout the region. Cahill, sim-

ilarly. had patients from so far away that

she often had to give them lodging, and

sometimes also money for food and gas.

Many could not otherwise afford to spend

the night in the area, which in recent years

has become gentrified to the point that

the local airport is crowded with private

jets; Kalispell’s SWAT team has its own
armored assault vehicle, donated by a real

estate tycoon, and many long-time local

residents are being driven off the land by
skyrocketing property taxes. Health care

at the nearby Kootenai-Salish Indian Res-

ervation has also been cut back recently.

Cahill says she is not sure whether she

will ever re-open her clinic, and Dr.

Wicklund retired in October after nearly

30 years, during which she often carried

a .45 and wore a bullet-proof vest.

The capitalists’ reactionary drive to

ration and restrict access to abortion and

other forms of health care by any means
available—legal or otherwise—clearly

shows the need for a revolutionary strug-

gle against capitalism itself.

Comradely greetings,

A.W,
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On Malaysia Airlines MH17 Disaster
The crash of Malaysia Airlines flight

MH17 in eastern Ukraine on July 17,

apparently brought down by a missile,

has been seized on by the Ukrainian

government and its U.S./NATO backers

as an enormous boost for their military

campaign in the region. The moment
the plane hit the ground, the Obama
administration and its allies began

howling that Russian strongman Vladi-

mir Putin is to blame for the deaths of

298 innocent civilians on the plane,

claiming that it was brought down by

pro-Russian insurgents, who control

areas of eastern Ukraine, using anti-

aircraft missiles supplied by Moscow.
Such touching concern for the lives

of civilians is consummate hypocrisy

on the part of the NATO imperialists.

They brokered a fascist-infested coup in

Ukraine in February and have backed

the Kiev regime to the hilt as it organ-

ized the May 2 massacre of more than

40 people in Odessa and launched a

provocative military assault in eastern

Ukraine. Indeed, if not for Kiev’s war

against the eastern insurgents, which

includes aerial bombing of the civilian

population, the tragedy offlight MHI7
could never have happened.

We are in no position to know what

brought down the plane. We do know
that Washington and its mouthpieces

have not produced a shred of credible

evidence for their claim that it was shot

down by the insurgents. We also know
that it is notable that the Kiev govern-

ment did not close this airspace follow-

ing the shooting down of a Ukrainian

Army transport plane only days before

the MHI7 disaster. And we know that,

as things currently stand, the only

forces to benefit from this horrific

disaster are the Ukrainian authorities

and their imperialist supporters.

//a civilian aircraft loaded with pas-

sengers was knowingly targeted, that

would be a heinous atrocity. And, in

fact, the Western imperialists are more

than practiced in carrying out such

atrocities. On 3 July 1988. the U.S. war-

ship VincenneSs which had crossed into

Iranian waters, shot down an Iran Air

Airbus A300. incinerating 290 people.

Five years before, on 1 September 1983.

the U.S. sent Korean Airlines flight 007

into Soviet airspace on a spy mission.

The South Korean 747 airliner refused

to identify itself. Soviet forces assumed

it to be the RC-135 spy plane that the

U.S. flew on an overlapping route with

the civilian plane and shot it down.

To the imperialists, the deaths of the

KAL 007 passengers were acceptable

collateral for a provocative spy mission

against the Soviet degenerated workers

state.

Regardless of what happened with the

Malaysia Airlines disaster, it does not

change our position in defense of the right

to self-rule for Donetsk and Luhansk.

up to and including independence and/

or amalgamation into Russia. Marxists

are not neutral—we stand militarily

with the people in Donetsk and Luhansk

fighting against the Kiev regime. At the

same time, we do not give any political

support to their reactionary leadership,

which is characterized by Great Russian

chauvinism and riddled with anti-Jewish

bigotry. Kiev government troops out of

eastern Ukraine! U.S./NATO imperial-

ists hands off! Down with imperialist

sanctions against Russia!

The Cliffites and the Ukrainian Nationalists

Once They Were (Cold) Warriors
We reprint below an article published

by Workers Hammer No. 227 (Summer

2014). newspaper of the Spartacist League/

Britain, It documents how the international

tendency founded by Tony Cliff, which

for many years included the International

Socialist Organization (ISO) in the US.,

is a repeat offender when it comes to

prettifying arch-reactionary Ukrainian

WorkersHammer^
nationalists. Of late, both the ISO and the

Cliffiie Socialist Workers Party in Brit-

ain have served as cheerleaders for the

fascist-infested demonstrations in Kiev’s

Maidan square that ushered in the Febru-

ary coup, bringing to power a new gov-

ernment utterly beholden to the Western

imperialists. (See "Reformist Left: Shills

for U.S./EU Imperialists Over Ukraine,”

WNo. 1048, 13 June.)

* * *

The article [cited above] notes that the

Socialist Workers Party (SWP) white-

washed the role of the fascists in the Kiev

coup in February. This is not new. The

founder of the SWP. Tony Cliff, eulo-

gised the forces of murderous national-

ism and anti-Communism that fought

against the Soviet Union during and after

World War II in his seminal work. State

Capitalism in Russia (published in 1955).

Cliff’s “theory” of state capitalism, which

allegedly meant neutrality between the

imperialists on one side and the degener-

ated and deformed workers slates on the

other, was in reality a smokescreen for

CORRECTION
In “U.S. Imperialism Behind

Bloody Repression in Ukraine—For

the Right of Self-Rule in Donetsk,

Luhansk!” (WV No. 1046. 16 May),

we wrote that a key reason for the

imperialist-backed coup that ousted

Ukrainian president Viktor Yanu-

kovich in February was that he had

accepted an aid package from Rus-

sia "rather than implement auster-

ity demanded by the International

Monetary Fund as part of the deal

for Ukraine to join the EU (Euro-

pean Union).” In fact, the austerity

was tied not to EU membership but

to a trade agreement between the

EU and Ukraine, which was finally

signed on June 27.

support to pro-NATO, anti-Soviet forces

whose aim was to restore capitalism in the

Soviet Union and Eastern Europe.

Among the “anti-Stalinist” forces that

Cliff portrays as being pro-socialist are

the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA) and

the Vlasov movement, both of which were

Nazi collaborators. Ludicrously describing

the UPA as an example of forces which

“strive consciously or semi-consciously,

even unconsciously" for the establishment

of a "socialist democracy.” Cliff wrote;

"This deduction of the probable pro-

gramme of the anti-Stalinist opposition

By 1947. most UPA units had escaped

into the arms of Western intelligence,

which turned them into a guerrilla force

against the Soviets. A published declas-

sified CIA account titled “Cold War
Allies: The Origins of CIA’s Relationship

with Ukrainian Nationalists" by Kevin C.

Ruffner explained that:

"(The) CIA reestablished and expanded
its contacts with the Ukrainians and oth-

ers for covert action against the Commu-
nists and as wartime assets to be used

behind Red Army lines as guerrillas,

saboteurs, and resistance leaders. CIA
continued to cling to these groups long

A Jk
tD

Destroyed Lenin
monument in

Crimea, 1942,
when Ukraine
was under Nazi
occupation. Cliff

tendency saluted
Nazi collaborators

who fought against
Soviet workers
state.

from the objective data of bureaucratic

Slate capitalism is clearly supported by

the actual programmes of two organised

anti-Stalinist movements which appeared

during the World War II—the Vlassov

movement and the Ukrainian Resurgent

Army (UPA)."

As we wrote more than 20 years ago;

“The UPA was founded in 1940 in the

newly Soviet-occupied western Ukraine.

in collaboration with the Wehrmacht and

explicitly to fight again.st the Red Army. It

is well known that all wings of Ukrainian

bourgeois nationalism collaborated with

Hitler when he invaded the Ukraine in

194!” (Workers Hammer No. I22. April

I991). By late 1942. the UPA was dom-

inated by the Organisation of Ukrainian

Nationalists led by fascist Stepan Bandera,

The UPA’s involvement in mass murder

and ethnic cleansing is no secret. Last

year the Economist wrote that: “Between

February 1943 and February I944, units

of the Ukrainian In.surgent Army killed

up to 100,000 Poles in Volyn and eastern

Galicia, former Polish territories now in

western Ukraine. The butchery reached

its apogee in July, with as many as 20.000.

including women, children and the elderly,

murdered” (15 July 2013).

after their immediate utility expired out

of the mistaken belief that they were a

valuable wartime reserve.

"The sometimes brutal war record of

many emigre groups became blurred as

they became more critical to the CIA."
—Fifty Years of the CIA (Central

Intelligence Agency, 1998)

Cliff quotes General Malyshkin, one of

General Vlasov’s chief assistants, saying

that “all those industries which during

the period of Bolshevism were erected at

the expense of the blood and sweat of the

whole people, must become the property

of the state, national property.” Incredibly,

Cliff goes on: "whether the Vlasov leaders

were sincere or not is irrelevant. The mere

fact that they took a stand for slate own-

ership of large industry—and that in Nazi

Germany—is proof that only such a stand

could have appealed to the Soviet POWs
whom they tried to recruit. A similar posi-

tion was held by the UPA.” From Cliff's

virulently Stalinophobic standpoint, the

mere fact that these forces fought the

Soviet Army is all that matters; the fact

they were aiding the Nazis is irrelevant.

But the fact is. of course. Cliff's book

does not elucidate what Generals Vlasov

and Malyshkin were doing in Nazi Ger-

many. Vlasov, a former Soviet Army gen-

eral, was a turncoat who collaborated with

Nazi Heinrich Himmler and headed the so-

called Russian Liberation Army, formed to

entice Russian soldiers to fight alongside

the Wehrmacht. Malyshkin, also a former

Soviet general, was a prisoner of war who
joined the Nazis and became an instruc-

tor for propaganda courses to disseminate

Nazi ideology among Soviet prisoners.

During the Nazi rout at the hands of the

Soviet Army, both generals were captured.

They were hanged in Moscow in 1946.

To whitewash these Nazi collaborators.

Cliff sucked out a couple of quotes where

the UPA talked about the need for “slate-

national” property. After the Ukrainian

masses had experienced mass murder

and looting at the hands of the occupy-

ing Nazis, most Ukrainian nationalist

organisations changed their tune in order

to avoid losing all credibility; the UPA
started talking about socialised property

and even "classless society.” In fact, it

has never been a problem for fascists to

talk about nationalised property. In Italy,

Mussolini boasted that his regime nation-

alised huge chunks of the economy, which

was done in order to save ailing Italian

capitalism.

Cliff’s State Capitalism in Russia

cites an article published in April 1949

in New International, the magazine of

Max Shachtman’s Independent Socialist

continued on page 9
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Gaza...
fresh water only once every four days, for

six to eight hours at a time. Down with the

blockade of Gaza!

Meanwhile, in the West Bank, the Pal-

estinian population has been sealed off

by an apartheid wall and subjected to a

deadly Israeli military occupation, includ-

ing the shooting of demonstrators pro-

testing the rampage in Gaza. Surrounded

by over 600.000 Zionist settlers who are

backed up by thousands more troops. Pal-

estinians are subjected to a series of mili-

tary checkpoints and "Jewish only" roads

that cut farmers off from their own fields

and make travel between towns virtually

impossible. All Zionist troops and settlers

out of the West Bank and East Jerusalem!

(continuedfrom page I)

than $3 billion a year in military and

other aid. And the U.S. has announced

that it will allow Israel to tap into U.S.

stockpiles of grenades and mortar rounds

inside Israel. On August 1 the House

voted 395 to 8 to approve another $225

million for Israel’s "Iron Dome” missile

defense system, which the U.S. helped to

create; the measure passed unanimously

in the Senate. Down with U.S. aid to

Israel! Down with U.S. imperialism!

The European imperialist powers are

not far behind the Americans in consign-

ing the Palestinian people to whatever fate

the Zionists have in store. The French head

of state. Francois Hollande. proclaimed on

July 9: "The government of Israel has the

prerogative to take all measures to pro-

tect its people in the face of danger." The

"Socialist"-led government has banned

demonstrations against the Zionists’ atroc-

ities and its cops have arrested dozens at

protests in Paris and other cities.

In the Near East, most of the venal Arab

bourgeois regimes, with Egypt taking the

lead, have effectively stood with Israel

against Hamas. Even the empty declara-

tions of solidarity with the Palestinians

have been dispensed with this time. Al-

Sisi’s regime in Egypt came to power last

year through a bloody coup that overthrew

the Muslim Brotherhood government of

Mohamed Morsi. To the current Egyptian

government, Hamas, a close ally of the

Brotherhood, is far more of an enemy than

Israel. The Egyptian media retails accusa-

tions against Hamas—blaming it for pro-

voking Israel’s current onslaught—to such

an extent that Israel has been broadcast-

ing Egyptian talk shows into Gaza. More
significantly, the U.S.-armed Egyptian

military has sealed its border with Gaza,

refusing to allow goods into the Strip or

Palestinian refugees into Sinai. Down with

U.S. aid to Egypt!

There have been protests in many cit-

ies against the bloodbath in Gaza. The
Spartacisi League/U.S. and other national

estinians, capped by the torture and mur-

der of a 16-year-old East Jerusalem youth;

kidnapped by ultra-Zionists on July 2, he

was found burned to death.

During those 18 days, Israel carried out

a large-scale crackdown against Hamas in

the West Bank, destroying homes, carry-

ing out raids that killed ten Palestinians

and arresting several hundred senior

Hamas leaders, including many of those

recently freed under the terms of a pris-

oner exchange. It was in response to this

that Hamas intensified its feeble rocket

attacks.

The actual background to the current

onslaught is the increasing isolation of

Hamas. Having backed the Sunni funda-

mentalist insurgents in the brutal Syrian

civil war against the regime of Bashar al-

Assad. Hamas lost support from the Syrian

regime as well as its backers, Hezbollah

and Iran. At the same time, the overthrow

of Morsi in Egypt resulted in the loss of a

key ally right on the border of Gaza.

In this situation. Hamas entered into a

"unity government” agreement with the

Palestinian Authority (PA), the dominant

organization in the West Bank. The PA
had been the ruling force in Gaza until

it was soundly defeated in the 2006 Pal-

estinian legislative elections by Hamas,
which dislodged it from Gaza in a fac-

tional conflagration in 2007 that took

hundreds of lives. As noted by foreign

policy analyst Nathan Thrall in a July

17 New York Times op-ed piece. “Israel

immediately sought to undermine the

reconciliation agreement by preventing

Hamas leaders and Gaza residents from

obtaining the two most essential bene-

fits of the deal; the payment of salaries

to 43,000 civil servants who worked for

the Hamas government and continue to

adrhinister Gaza under the new one, and

the easing of the suffocating border clo-

sures imposed by Israel and Egypt.” Israel

then went in for the kill. Israeli policy in

recent decades has been to separate Gaza
from the West Bank, to fragment and treat

them as two separate entities.

Before this recent onslaught. Gaza was
already a hellhole. Blockaded by Israel

and Egypt since 2007, Gaza has been
starved for years. Unemployment stood

at 40.8 percent. More than 80 percent of

the population had been dependent on UN
and other international aid for survival.

About 50 percent of infants and children

under two were suffering from iron defi-

ciency anemia. The populations of Gaza
City. Rafah and Jabalya in Gaza received

Haifa, July 19; Israeli police arrest Israeli Arab man protesting Zionist terror.

sections of the International Communist
League have intervened to express our

solidarity with the Palestinian masses

and to put forward the only perspec-

tive—international socialist revolution

—

that can put an end to Palestinian national

oppression. Here in the belly of the beast

we emphasize our class-struggle opposi-

tion to U.S. imperialism. In the Near East,

there is no hope of peace or a decent life

for the myriad peoples of the region until

the proletariat overthrows bourgeois rule

through a series of socialist revolutions.

Zionist Lies and Disinformation

The premise for Israel’s current sav-

agery in Gaza is built upon the sort of lies

that would win the admiration of Nazi pro-

pagandist Joseph Goebbels. The bourgeois

For a Socialist Federation
of the Near East!

For well over 65 years, the Palestinian

masses have suffered under the jackboot

of the Israeli state—an oppression that

has only intensified since the counterrev-

olutionary destruction of the Soviet Union

in 1991-92. The collapse of the USSR,
which had acted as a counterweight to

U.S. imperialism, deprived the Palestine

Liberation Organization (PLO) of crucial

diplomatic and financial support, paving

the way for the 1993 U.S.-sponsored Oslo

accords, which established the Palestinian

Authority as Israel’s police auxiliaries in

the Occupied Territories.

Far from bringing "peace" or the easing

of poverty and national oppression, Oslo

and the various later "peace” accords

deepened the Palestinians’ desperation.

At the time of the Oslo agreement, the

land seized by Zionist settlements was

estimated at over 55 percent of the total

land area of the Occupied Territories; in

the West Bank, Israel was taking about 80

percent of the water for settlements and

for use in Israel proper. The Oslo accords

ignored the question of water resources

while "postponing” any adjustment of land

claims. In the subsequent two decades,

the settlements have expanded virtually

unchecked.

Relative freedom of movement within

the territories and between Gaza and the

West Bank has all but been eliminated.

With Oslo. Israel dramatically acceler-

ated the process of expelling Palestin-

ians from the low-wage jobs they were

able to hold within Israel, replacing them
with migrant workers from Africa. Asia

and East Europe, who today face brutal

exploitation and repression.

It was the political bankruptcy of the

secular-nationalist PLO that paved the way
for the rise of reactionary, anti-woman.

anti-Christian and anti-Jewish outfits like

Hamas, which in the 1970s and '80s was
promoted by Israel as a counterweight to

the PLO and more left-wing Palestinian

groups. Oslo and subsequent "peace” deals

were the logical culmination of the PLO’s
nationalist program. When 2,000 Palestin-

ians. mainly elderly people and children,

were being slaughtered at the Sabra and
Shatila refugee camps in Lebanon in 1982

at the behest of the Israeli army, PLO lead-

ers were abroad being feted as statesmen

(without a state) and rubbing elbows in

Cairo cafes with other left-talking nation-

alists from throughout the Third World.

The basis of Palestinian nationalism, like

all nationalism, is to preach the unity of

the downtrodden and exploited with their

“own” exploiters and would-be exploiters.

In this view, the Palestinians’ allies are to

be sought not among the proletariat of the

region, but rather among Arab rulers, and.
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Palestinians at

Rafah border
crossing with

Egypt try to

escape Zionist

offensive in Gaza
concentration
camp, July 10.

media dutifully prates that Israelis live in

terror of Hamas attacks. In fact in all of

2013. a total of six Israelis were killed-

three of them soldiers and all but one in

the occupied West Bank, where hundreds

of thousands of Zionist settlers, backed up

by troops, routinely terrorize Palestinian

residents. As for the Hamas rockets and

mortars, the number of attacks in 2013

dropped by 97 percent from the previous

year according to the Israeli government’s

own statistics. In fact, some fascistic ele-

ments have taken to picnicking in the hill-

tops near Gaza—within range of Hamas’s

rockets. They bring with them lawn chairs,

snacks, sodas and beers as they watch the

bombardment of Gaza, taking thumbs-up

selfies in front of black plumes of smoke
and roaring with approval as Israeli mis-

siles and shells hit their targets.

The supposed impetus for the pommel-
ing of Gaza this time around was the kid-

napping and killing of three yeshiva stu-

dents in the West Bank in June. With no

evidence whatsoever. Israel immediately

declared Hamas guilty, ignoring the lat-

ter’s denial. It has since come out that the

Netanyahu regime knew virtually from

the moment they were kidnapped that

the yeshiva students were dead. But for

18 days, the government maintained the

lie of searching for them in order to build

up the hysteria in the country and abroad

against Hamas. As calculated, a round of

fascistic terror was unleashed against Pal-
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failing that, the imperialists.

The Israeli/Palestinian conflict is one
of interpenetrated peoples, where two
antagonistic populations lay claim to

the same piece of land. This means that

under capitalism, the exercise of national

self-determination by one will necessar-

ily be at the expense of the other. Only

in a socialist federation of the Near East

can the competing claims to land and

resources be equitably resolved.

Some 50 percent of the Palestinian pop-

ulation lives outside the Occupied Terri-

tories. This underlines that the national

emancipation of the Palestinians—includ-

ing the right of all refugees and their

descendants to return to their homeland

—

necessarily entails workers revolutions not

only to shatter the Zionist state from within

but also to sweep away the Hashemite

Kingdom of Jordan, the Syrian Ba’athist

bonapartists and the capitalist rulers of

Lebanon—countries that all have sizable

and oppressed Palestinian populations.

Genuine Marxists recognize the right

of the Israeli Jews as well as the Palestin-

ians to national self-determination. The
historical fact of Israel’s origins as a Zion-

ist settler state founded on the mass expul-

sion of Arab inhabitants has no bearing

on the right of their descendants—like

all peoples—to exist. We reject the notion

that there are any “progressive” or “reac-

tionary” peoples; it is the ruling classes

in power and not whole nations which are

responsible for hideous crimes against

humanity past and present, whether com-

mitted by German Nazis, Israeli Zionists

or American imperialists.

We struggle to win the Israeli Jewish

working class away from their Zionist

rulers to see that their class allies are the

working people of the Arab countries

and to champion the national rights of

the Palestinians. To be sure, such a per-

spective seems very remote. Over the

last several decades, Israeli society has

moved very sharply to the right. While

130 courageous teenagers have refused to

be drafted into the army out of opposition

to the occupation of Palestinian territo-

ries, a recent poll indicates that some 95

percent of Israeli Jews support the Israeli

onslaught against Gaza.

The liberal demonstrations in cities like

Haifa and Tel Aviv against the assault

have been small, emboldening fascis-

tic counterdemonstrators who attack the

protesters with rocks and lead pipes while

chanting “Death to Arabs!” and “Death to

leftists!” Where the cops have not simply

repressed the liberal demonstrations, they

have penned protesters up where they

could be easily assaulted, or simply left

the scene. Meanwhile, Palestinian “citi-

zens” of Israel have faced brutal harass-

ment and violence for their opposition to

the bombardment and invasion of Gaza.

Nonetheless, Israel is a class-divided

society, with a proletariat made up of not

only Jewish workers but also Palestinians

(as well as a growing sector of foreign

migrant workers). More than 25 percent

of its citizens live in poverty and income

disparities are higher than in even Egypt

or Jordan. Palestinians constitute about

20 percent of Israel’s population, second-

class citizens who are consigned to segre-

gated, impoverished areas and to low-paid

labor or unemployment. Sephardic Jews,

though overwhelmingly under the sway

of right-wing and religious parties, suffer

widespread discrimination and poverty.

An even worse situation confronts Israeli

Jews of Ethiopian descent.

It is only the working class of Israel that

has the capacity and historic interest to

destroy the Zionist state from within. It is

the false consciousness of Zionist nation-

alism, religion and racism that binds the

Israeli Jewish proletariat to its capitalist

ruling-class enemy. The fact that Israel

is surrounded by pervasive anli-Jewish

bigotry in the Arab countries allows the

Israeli ruling class to more easily sell

the lie that the Zionist state “protects"

Israeli Jews. Hamas (and other Palestinian

groups) have no qualms about targeting

Israeli civilians for suicide bombings in

the cities. Such acts are criminal from the

standpoint of the international proletariat

and serve only to cement the loyalty of

Israeli Jews to Zionism.

Grotesque, even by the lights of “social-

ists" who will tail anything, is the Social-

ist Struggle Movement, the Israeli affiliate

of the Committee for a Workers’ Interna-

tional (CWI). whose American group is

Socialist Alternative. Socialist Struggle

issued a July 29 statement, “Gaza In Cri-

sis,” which amounts to a left-Zionist cri-

tique of Israel’s assault. While condemn-

ing the bombings, not once does the piece

state the elementary position of the need to

defend the Palestinians, much less take a

side militarily with Hamas’s forces. While

complaining that Netanyahu’s “right-wing

security strategy has proved a complete

failure” because it did not succeed in top-

pling Hamas and instead “sowed more des-

peration, bereavement, death and destruc-

tion” (as though this were not conscious

Israeli policy), the CWI laments the death

of Israeli soldiers in the assault, writing

that they “needlessly died.”

Unlike the 2008-09 Gaza invasion,

in which only ten Israeli soldiers were

killed (four of them by “friendly fire”).

Hamas this time around has inflicted

some casualties against Israeli soldiers,

killing 64. Marxists are not bloodthirsty,

but we understand that if large numbers

of Israeli soldiers started coming back in

body bags, there would be potential for

rifts to develop within Israeli society over

the government’s terror war on the Pal-

estinians. As Marxists, we do not equate

the violence of the oppressed with the vio-

lence of the oppressor.

What is vital is to forge revolutionary

Marxist parties throughout the Near East

to unite the proletariat—Arab, Persian

and Kurdish; Sunni and Shi’ite; Muslim.

Christian and Jewish—in struggle against

imperialism and all the capitalist rulers

of the region. The conquest of power by

the proletariat in the Near East will not

complete the socialist revolution, but only

paves the way by changing the direction

of social development. But that social

development can be consolidated only

through the international extension of the

revolution, particularly to the advanced,

industrialized imperialist centers.

Defense of those subjugated by the

imperialists around the globe demands

the pursuit of class struggle in the U.S.

and other imperialist centers, pointing

toward a proletarian struggle for power.

The Spartacist League is committed to

the fight to forge a revolutionary workers

party to lead the multiracial proletariat in

the struggle to sweep away U.S. imperial-

ism through socialist revolution.

BDS and Illusions in Imperialism

In recent years, given the utterly des-

perate situation, many have turned to the

Boycott. Divestment and Sanctions (BDS)

movement as a way to “do something” on

behalf of the Palestinians. This liberal

movement appeals to “international civil

society organizations and people of con-

science” to implement boycott and divest-

ment campaigns against Israel. It also calls

on its supporters to pressure their govern-

ments to implement embargoes and sanc-

tions against Israel. The slated goal of the

campaign is to force Israel to comply with

“international law” and recognize the Pal-

estinians' right to self-determination.

Whatever the intentions of the commit-

ted young activists in BDS, the fundamen-

tal premise of the movement is to appeal

to the imperialist forces that are up to

their necks in the subjugation of the Pales-

tinian people. This was made clear by the

reformist International Socialist Organ-

ization (ISO), which staunchly supports

BDS. The ISO succinctly described that

the aim of the divestment and sanctions

is “to bring sufficient pressure to ‘ensure

a change in Zionist strategic calculations’

that would make a democratic state an

acceptable option” (socialistworker.org.

13 March).

There is a vast difference between neg-

ative demands on the imperialists, like

“down with U.S. aid to Israel,” and pos-

itive calls on them to act humanely on

behalf of the oppressed. To seek to pres-

sure the capitalist rulers to make more

“socially responsible” or “ethical” invest-

ments is to build dangerous illusions in the

supposed benign nature of the imperial-

ists—whose class interests are fundamen-

tally counterposed to those of the workers

and the oppressed all over the world—as

being somehow better than Israel. The

U.S. imperialist ruling class will pursue

its interests in as merciless a manner as

it needs to regardless of what “people of

conscience” have to say. The U.S. supports

Israel because Israel serves U.S. imperial-

ism’s interests in the region. Any change in

that regard (unlikely though that is) would

not be the result of “grassroots pressure”

but rather the product of a shift in Ameri-

can foreign policy, which would be no less

oppressive, violent and predatory.

Likewise, the BDS’s appeals to the

UN to enforce “international law” rein-

force dangerous illusions in “democratic”

imperialism. Opponents of Zionist terror

must place no reliance on this imperial-

ist den of thieves and their victims. Time

and again, the UN has acted to reinforce

Palestinian oppression. The UN presided

over the 1947 partition of Palestine. United

Nations “peacekeepers” disarmed Pales-

tinian fighters in Lebanon in 1982. set-

ting up the Sabra and Shatila massacre.

Imperialism itself lies at the root of the

national dismemberment and resulting

deadly antagonisms that have written the

history of the Near East in blood, And all

the treacherous nationalist leaders whose

politics today boil down to seeking advan-

tage at the expense of other peoples only

reinforce the prostration of the region

before the might of imperialism.

It is precisely the liberal-bourgeois

political outlook promoted by the likes of

BDS and others—working within a capi-

talist framework, seeking to pressure one

capitalist force or another—that ensured

that upheavals like the early 2011 upris-

ing in Egypt, taking place amid massive

waves of labor strikes, never developed

into a challenge to capitalist rule in that

country. This was most clearly expressed

by the ISO’s fraternal group in Egypt, the

Revolutionary Socialists, which in 2012

called for a vote to the reactionary Mus-
lim Brotherhood only to support the coup

carried out by the blood-soaked military

a year later. The tragedy of Egypt today,

where in place of the struggle for proletar-

ian power military rule has only become
more deeply entrenched, is also the trag-

edy of the Palestinian people.

As we wrote in “‘Boycott Israel’ Cam-
paign and Illusions in Democratic Impe-

rialism" (WVNo. 1045, 2 May):

’The current grim situation underlines

that there is no easy road to the liber-

ation of the Palestinian people, which
requires the revolutionary overthrow of
capitalist rule in nuclear-armed Israel

and the surrounding Arab states. This
perspective demands the forging of rev-

olutionary Marxist parties committed
to the struggle for working-class power
and tempered through the most uncom-
promising struggle against all forms of
nationalism and religious reaction. There
is no other way.”*
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1934 Strikes—
—

ClasS'Struggle leadership Made the Diiierence

Toledo-Lucas County Public Library; SF Public Library, Minnesota Historical Society

1934 citywide strikes led by reds turned the tide for labor. Clockwise from
top left: Toledo Auto-Lite strike; San Francisco strike by longshoremen and
seamen; Minneapolis Teamsters strike.

In 1934. four years into the Great

Depression, the victory of three citywide

strikes—centered on the Teamsters in

Minneapolis, auto parts workers in Toledo

and longshoremen in San Francisco—
would open the door to a mass upsurge of

working-class struggle and the organiza-

tion of powerful industrial unions. Today,

six years after the onset of the biggest eco-

nomic crisis since the Depression, what

remains of organized labor in this country

Part One
continues to be pummeled in a one-sided

class war. While the bosses and their state

relentlessly savage the working class and
poor, strike action in the U.S. remains at

a historic low.

What accounts for the difference be-

tween then and now? A crucial factor is

that "reds” led the 1934 strikes. In Minne-
apolis, the Trotskyists of the Communist
League of America (CLA) stood at the

head of three strikes by workers in the

city’s trucking industry that would help

turn this Midwest bastion of the “open
shop” into a union town. In the process,

a tiny, craft-based Teamsters local was
transformed into an industrial union of

thousands of workers. In Toledo, the left-

wing socialists of A.J. Muste’s American
Workers Party (AWP) played a key role

in a strike against the Electric Auto-Lite

Company. This victory set the stage for

the later organization of the United Auto
Workers union. In San Francisco, sup-

porters of the Stalinist Communist Party

(CP) were leaders of an 83-day strike by
longshoremen, together with seamen and
other maritime and port workers, culmi-

nating in a four-day general strike. Out of
this struggle, a coastwide, industrial union

of longshore workers was forged.

Today, the trade-union bureaucrats

who head the AFL-CIO and Change to

Win federations argue that such working-

class battles are no longer possible—the

economic conditions are too dire, the

corporations too powerful, the arsenal of
strikebreaking laws too vast: the unions
will simply be busted and jobs shipped
"offshore." Yet the 1934 strikes took
place amid the most devastating capital-

ist economic crisis in history. Following
the October 1929 stock market crash,

workers were paralyzed by fear of losing

whatever meager livelihood they had and
of being cast into the sea of millions who
were unemployed, starving and homeless.

By 1933, the membership of the Ameri-
can Federation of Labor (AFL) had plum-
meted to half of what it had been in 1920.

The AFL unions were craft-based, rein-

forcing workplace divisions that made it

easier for the forces of capital to prey on
them, and in general represented better-

paid. more-skilled workers, while leaving

black people and most immigrants out in

the cold. The vast majority of workers

who labored in the giant auto, steel, rub-

ber and other industries were unorganized

and despised by the labor aristocracy that

headed the AFL. So loyal were these labor

statesmen to the preservation and profit-

ability of American capitalism that in the

early days of the Depression they agreed

to a “no strike" pledge at the request of the

hated Republican Herbert Hoover admin-
istration and joined it in opposing any
government relief for the unemployed.

But the very conditions that had so dev-

astated and demoralized the workers, set-

ting them one against the other in a fight

to survive, would begin to propel them
into struggle. In 1933. there was a slight

upturn in the economy. The working class

had also been given hope, however false,

by the 1932 election of Democratic Party

president Franklin Delano Roosevelt and
his promise to provide "a new deal for the

American people.” The following year, a

strike wave broke out and the workers
began to turn en masse to the very AFL
unions that had disdained them, demand-
ing organization.

As CLA leader James P. Cannon wrote

in an article at the time:

"The workers are on the move. That is

what is new, that is what is important in

the situation. The trade union is the first

and most elementary form of working
class organization, for which no substi-

tute has ever been invented. The workers
have taken the first steps on the path of
class development through that door. . .

.

No matter how conservative the unions
may be, no matter how reactionary their

present leadership, and regardless of
what the real purposes of the Roosevelt
administration were in giving a certain

encouragement and impetus to this trade

union revival—in spite of all of this, the

movement itself represents an elemental
force, a power which, properly influ-

enced at the right time by the class con-
scious vanguard, can break through all

the absolute forms and frustrate all the

reactionary schemes."—"The AFL, the Strike Wave,
and Trade Union Perspectives."

Miliiani, 14 October 1933

In the 1934 citywide strikes, the rising

militancy of the working class would be
fused with a leadership equal to the battle.

All of these strikes were virtual civil wars
pitting the workers against strikebreak-

ing armies of company thugs, cops and
National Guard troops. In each case, sup-

posedly “labor friendly” agencies of the

capitalist state appealed to the workers
to end their strikes with the promise that

government mediators would negotiate a

“fair agreement.” From within the “house
of labor." the strike leaders had to lake

on the AFL bureaucrats who did the gov-
ernment’s bidding and had enforced all

of the craft, ethnic and racial hostilities

that divided the workers and undermined
their struggles. What made the difference

was that the workers were politically and

organizationally armed by leaders who
understood that the only possible road to

victory lay in mobilizing their power as

a class against the capitalist class enemy.

FDR Was No “Friend of Labor”

The AFL-CIO bureaucracy has long

peddled the myth that it was Section 7(a)

of the National Industrial Recovery Act

(NRA) enacted by FDR's Democratic
Party administration in 1933 that led to

the organization of industrial unions—
inclusive unions that sought to represent

all workers in a given industry. This is a

convenient lie. used as an alibi for decades

by the union misleaders who have sacri-

ficed strikes and the unions themselves

on the altar of class collaboration, from
legislative lobbying to getting out the vote

for the Democrats. In fact, as its name
makes clear, the whole purpose of the

NRA was the “recovery" of the profit-

ability of American capitalism. Suspend-
ing antitrust laws, it established industrial

associations for which the employers set

production quotas, working conditions,

minimum wages and maximum hours.

The result was the consolidation of ever

more powerful capitalist monopolies
grinding out greater profits through the

increasingly brutal exploitation of labor.

Section 7(a), which allowed that “all

employees shall have the right to organ-

ize and bargain collectively." was added
mainly due to the prodding of John L.

Lewis, the dictatorial and sometimes
maverick head of the United Mine Work-
ers (UMW) union. While AFL president

William Green threw his support behind
Section 7(a), he continued to fear any
organizing drive that would rupture the

“sanctity” of lily-white craft unionism.

(Remarking on Green’s Intelligence. Lewis
once quipped; "Green doesn't have a head.

His neck just grew up and haired over.")

Thrown in mainly as a sop to labor.

Section 7(a) also reflected a growing con-

cern. at least among the more farsighted

of America’s capitalist rulers, that the

workers were becoming increasingly

restive. FDR was certainly the most far-

sighted among them. Moreover, as a patri-

cian of the landowning elite in the U.S.,

Roosevelt had fewer reservations about

curbing some of the excesses of the indus-

trial and financial magnates of American
capitalism—in order to save the system
and head off social struggle.

Strike action had already begun to

break out earlier in 1933. The millions of

unorganized workers who toiled on the

assembly lines and in the open hearths

were starting to stir with a sense of their

numbers and their strategic position as the

vital element of U.S. industry. Concerned
that the craft-based AFL would not be
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able to contain the growing antagonism

between labor and capital. Section 7(a)

was adopted in a bid to keep these workers

under the thumb of the government’s loyal

labor lieutenants in the AFL bureaucracy.

This seeming concession to labor was

designed to lull the workers into the belief

that the government would “protect" their

interests. To this end. regional labor boards

were set up to facilitate government arbi-

tration of any potential conflict. The pur-

pose was to prevent strikes by entangling

workers in protracted hearings. The work-

ers who began to pour into the existing

AFL unions following the passage of the

NRA soon discovered that joining a union

was not the same as winning employer

recognition or even raising the miserably

low wages imposed in every industry by

the terms of the NRA.
Throughout the 1933 strike wave, the

biggest since the early 1920s. the workers

fought with great heroism. But their strikes

were betrayed by the AFL tops, who
bowed to the dictates of FDR’s labor medi-

ators. or broken by armed strikebreakers

deployed by the bosses and the govern-

ment. An ACLU report at the beginning

of 1934 summarized the results of Roo-

sevelt’s “New Deal” for labor: “At no time

has there been such widespread violation

of workers' rights by injunctions, troops,

private police, deputy sheriffs, labor spies

and vigilantes” {New York Times, 1 1 Feb-

ruary 1934; cited in Art Preis. Labor’s

Giant Step. 1964).

The resentment of the workers toward

the union misleaders grew, while their

illusions in FDR began to wane. The bru-

tality of the police and military attacks,

and the courage with which the strikers

had resisted these offensives, also left its

mark on workers’ consciousness. These

factors were all important preconditions

for the further awakening of labor strug-

gle. The avowed socialists who led work-

ers in the Minneapolis trucking industry,

longshoremen in San Francisco and auto

parts workers in Toledo to victory in 1934

would light the spark.

The Trotskyists, Stalinists

and Musteites

Among the leaders of the Minneapo-

lis Teamsters strikes were Carl Skoglund

and Vincent Ray Dunne, both longtime

labor militants. As a young lumberjack,

harvest hand and itinerant laborer in the

Pacific Northwest and elsewhere, Dunne
had fought side by side with the early pio-

neers of industrial unionism in the Indus-

trial Workers of the World. In his early

years, Skoglund had led a strike for union

recognition among pulp mill workers in

his native Sweden, where he joined the

Social Democratic Party. Blacklisted as

a radical for his union and other political

activities, Skoglund moved to the U.S.

and became a leader of the left-wing of

the Scandinavian section of the American

Socialist Party. Inspired like many leftist

radicals in the U.S. by the 1917 Russian

Revolution—the first proletarian insur-

rection to successfully break the chains of

capitalist exploitation—Skoglund became

Brown Brothers

AFL leader Samuel Gompers (right)

typified chauvinist craft-union out-

look of labor lieutenants of capital.

Liberal icon FDR
signs National

Industrial

Recovery Act,

1933. Roosevelt’s
reforms were

seized upon by the

union bureaucracy
and reformists

of the day to tie

labor’s fortunes
to the capitalist

Democratic Party.

a founding member of the Communist
Party in 1919 and Dunne joined the next

year.

By the late 1920s, an ascendant

bureaucracy headed by J.V. Stalin had

usurped political power from the work-

ing class in the Soviet Union and repu-

diated the revolutionary internationalist

program of Bolshevism. The effect on

the American CP and other parties of the

Communist International (or Comintern),

set up under V. I. Lenin and Leon Trotsky

as an organizing center for world revolu-

tion, was highly corrosive. In this context,

Skoglund, Dunne and two of his brothers.

Miles and Grant, were won to the CLA,
the fledgling organization of American

Trotskyism. Against the degeneration of

the Russian Revolution and the American

CP. the Trotskyists maintained their com-

mitment to the program and principles of

Marxism.

Expelled from the CP. small in number

and isolated—and with the mass of work-

ers still paralyzed by fear of the ravages

of the Great Depression—the Trotskyists

understood that the central task at the

time was to regroup, rearm politically,

win over the most class-conscious work-

ers and others and prepare for the future

class battles they knew would come. As
Cannon outlined in a 1932 article:

“The Communist workers are not the

working class. They are only its con-

scious section, and at present in Amer-
ica they are a small and numerically

insignificant section. The Communist
workers alone cannot fight real class bat-

tles. Their function is to fight with the

workers and in their front ranks. The
task of the Communists at the moment
is to prepare the workers for the coming
struggles. The center of this task is the

patient work of explanation’; of agitation

and propaganda to win the workers over

to a course of struggle.”—“The Threat of Illegality,”

Militant, 19 March 1932

Working as coal drivers for a Min-

neapolis coal company during the early

years of the Depression, Skoglund and the

Dunne brothers engaged in the work of

“patient explanation” with their cowork-

ers. Over the course of three years, they

won a core of workers to the idea of

fighting for industrial union organization.

Miles Dunne also convinced the president

of the tiny Teamsters General Drivers

Local 574, Bill Brown, to come on board

as part of the voluntary organizing com-
mittee the Trotskyists were building. Not

your typical AFL official. Brown had

good class instincts and was fed up with

the no-strike craft unionism enforced by

the national leadership of the Teamsters

union. Thus was assembled the central

cadre of the 1934 Minneapolis Teamsters

strikes headed by supporters of the Com-
munist League of America.

The Communist Party in the 1930s was

a whole different kettle of fish. Founded

under the impact of the Russian Revolu-

tion by the best of a generation of social-

ist and other labor radicals in the U.S.,

the parly had lost its Marxist compass in

the late 1920s. It was succumbing to the

combined pressures of the then-booming

prosperity of U.S. capitalism, which

sapped the CP’s earlier revolutionary con-

fidence, and the corrupting influence of

the Kremlin Stalinists. This bureaucratic

regime was itself the product of the com-
bined weight on Soviet society of failed

revolutionary opportunities in the more
advanced countries of the capitalist West,

particularly Germany, and years of war
and privation.

The Kremlin Stalinists did not eradicate

the gains of the October Revolution. Just

as the trade unions remain working-class

organizations despite their bureaucratic

leadership, the Soviet Union remained a

workers state. At the same time, just as the

union misleaders’ collaboration with the

bosses has undermined the very existence

of organized labor, the rule of the Soviet

bureaucracy endangered—and would in

the end pave the way for the destruction

of—the world’s first workers state.

Renouncing the struggle for working-

class revolution in other countries, the

Soviet bureaucracy pushed the anti-

Marxist notion of building “socialism

in one country.” The Communist parties

internationally were transformed into lit-

tle more than outposts for the policies of

the Kremlin in its quest to “coexist" with

world imperialism. Along the way, there

were many gyrations in the political line

of Stalin and his followers, both to the

right and the left.

In the late 1920s, Stalin adopted a

course of ullraleft adventurism in the face

of the implacable hostility of the capitalist

world and to cut the ground from under

Trotsky’s Left Opposition, which fought

against the bureaucracy’s betrayals. To

justify this turn in policy, the Comintern

declared that capitalism was entering

a so-called “Third Period" of its exis-

tence in which the victory of proletar-

ian revolution was supposedly imminent

across the globe, a prognosis at odds with

social and political reality. The reform-

ist social-democratic workers parties,

as well as trade unions internationally,

were denounced as "social fascist.” In the

U.S., the CP abandoned the AFL unions

to form largely marginal '‘revolutionary

unions.” As a result, the Communists all

overwhelmingly found themselves on the

sidelines of the labor battles of 1933-34.

On the West Coast, however, the CP’s

district organizer, Sam Darcy, began to

reject the ultralefl idiocies of the Third

Period. When longshoremen flooded into

the International Longshoremen’s Associ-

ation (ILA), an AFL affiliate, following

the NRA’s passage in 1933, CP support-

ers and other longshore militants whom
Darcy had begun to cohere also joined the

union. Known as the Albion Hall group

after their meeting place, this circle of

maritime workers would become the core

leadership of the 1934 longshore strike.

Among their number was the strike’s most

well-known leader, Harry Bridges.

Although Darcy’s rejection of the Third

Period would presage the CP’s coming

embrace of the Roosevelt administra-

tion. at the time the Stalinists still spoke

the language of working-class struggle.

A mimeographed newsletter named the

Waterfront Worker {WFW) that had been

produced since 1932 hammered away

at illusions in FDR and his NRA labor

mediators. It also look on the craft union-

ism and class-collaboration of the AFL
union tops, whose mutual scabbing deals

with the employers had set waterfront and

maritime workers against each other, con-

tributing to the repeated defeat of strikes.

Through the WFW and their leadership

of job actions, the CP supporters politi-

cally armed and organized longshoremen

for battle with the shipping bosses, the

government and their agents in the labor

movement.

A. J. Muste’s organization was a dif-

ferent political animal from either the

Trotskyists or the Stalinists. A preacher

and a pacifist, Muste first became a par-

tisan of working-class struggle in 1919,

when he served as a leader of a strike

by overwhelmingly immigrant textile

workers in Lawrence. Massachusetts. A
director of the Brookwood Labor College

in Katonah. New York. Muste in 1929

was a key founder of the Conference for

Progressive Labor Action (CPLA). whose

aim was to pressure the AFL into under-

taking “progressive” labor action. Under

the impact of the Great Depression, the

CPLA moved to the left, reflecting the

growing militancy of the workers, and

became the core of the American Workers

Party, which was founded in 1933.

In the early 1930s, the main work of the

CPLA was organizing the unemployed. In

Toledo’s Lucas County, its Unemployed

League led militant mass actions that

won cash relief for jobless workers. The
CPLA’s fight to unite the unemployed

behind workers’ struggles—as opposed to

abandoning the jobless to the bosses, to

be recruited as strikebreakers—would be

key in turning the tide against the scabs,

cops and National Guard troops who were

mobilized to smash the Toledo Auto-Lite

strike In 1934.

Of the leaderships of the three 1934

citywide strikes, the Trotskyists were the

only genuine Marxists. They carried for-

ward the vital task of forging a revolu-

tionary parly of the most advanced and

class-conscious workers, understanding

that only such a party is capable of arm-

ing the proletariat with the political con-

sciousness and organization necessary

Labor Age

A.J. Muste circa 1930.

to bury the rule of capitalist exploitation

and oppression. As such, the leaders of

the Minneapolis Teamsters strikes were

the most conscious and farsighted.

Nonetheless, however episodic or

transitional, at the time both the Stalin-

ists who led the longshore strike and the

Musteites in Toledo were committed to a

program of class struggle. Unlike other

strikes at the lime, the militancy of the

workers was not restrained by leaders

who promoted the lie of a “partnership”

between labor and capital. Instead, the

mass strength and solidarity of the work-

ers was organized and politically directed

by leaders who rejected any notion that

the bosses are “reasonable” or their slate

“neutral.” Understanding the forces of the

class enemy that would be arrayed against

any union struggle, the leaders of these

strikes were prepared for class war. And
it was no easy fight.

The “Battle of Toledo”

Toledo was a small, low-wage city rav-

aged by unemployment and dominated
by parts manufacturers for Detroit’s giant

automobile industry. After the passage of

the NRA, the AFL tops had begrudgingly

chartered temporary cross-trade “federal”

unions of assembly line workers. In Feb-

ruary. Federal Local 18384 in Toledo

struck several parts companies, including

Auto-Lite, for a wage increase. Agreeing

to submit the dispute to mediation by the

local NRA labor board, the AFL bureau-

crats called the strike off after six days.

Fed up with waiting for the company to

negotiate, roughly 500 Auto-Lite workers

went on strike again in April.

continued on page 8
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Then and Now...
(continuedfrom page 7)

Slammed with a court injunction that

limited pickets even as some 1.800 scabs

poured into the plant, the strikers appealed

for help to the CPLA's Lucas County

Unemployed League. T\vo young League
leaders sent a letter to the judge announc-

ing that they would continue to bolster the

Auto-Lite picket lines in defiance of the

injunction. Arrested, tried and forbidden

to resume picketing, the League members
and strikers who had packed the court-

room walked straight out and got back on

the picket lines. By the end of May. the

pickets had swelled to more than 10,000

people.

On May 23, an army of company
goons and cops who had been mobilized

to escort scabs in and out of the plant let

loose with a fusillade of tear gas. The
picketers. armed with only bricks and

stones, built barricades. Holding their

ground, the strikers laid siege to the scabs

inside the plant. The police retreated, and

900 National Guardsmen were sent in to

provide passage out for the scabs. Fir-

ing point blank into the picket lines, the

troops killed two workers and wounded
25 more. The six-day "Battle of Toledo”

had begun, as the workers fought from
rooftops and through alleyways against

these troops. By May 31. the company had

agreed to release the scabs and shut down
production at the plant until strike terms

were settled. The demoralized National

Guard troops, who had taken many casu-

alties of their own. were also withdrawn.

By that time, all but one of the local

AFL unions had voted for a general strike

despite the efforts of their leaders to sell

union members on turning to Roosevelt

for redress. On June 1, 40,000 workers and

other strike supporters massed in front of

the county courthouse. Three days later,

the Auto-Lite bosses capitulated, sign-

ing a six-month agreement that included

wage increases above the NRA minimum.
Most importantly, the union was recog-

nized as the exclusive bargaining agent in

the plant, contrary to an earlier ruling by
FDR's Automobile Labor Board mandat-
ing proportional representation for com-
pany unions in union elections. By the end
of the year, 19 more auto plants had been
organized in Lucas County.

One of the participants in the Toledo

battles was Art Preis, a member of the

Unemployed League who went on to

become a lifelong member of the Social-

ist Workers Party, a successor of the CLA.
As he described in his book Labor's Giant
Step (1964):

"It was at this stage, when strike after

strike was being crushed, that the Toledo
Electric Auto-Lite Company struggle
blazed forth to illuminate the whole hori-

zon of the American class struggle. The
American workers were to be given an
unforgettable lesson in how to confront

all the agencies of the capitalist govern-

ment—courts, labor boards and armed
troops—and win.”

Among the most enduring lessons from

this strike was the role that can be played

in workers’ struggles by the unemployed

when organized and led by class-struggle

militants.

The Minneapolis
Teamsters Strikes

Many books have been written doc-

umenting the events and leadership of

the three 1934 strikes that established

an industrial union in the Minneapolis

trucking industry. These include Team-

ster Rebellion (1972) by Farrell Dobbs, a

young leader of all three strikes who was
won to Trotskyism through his experience

in the very first of these battles; American

City: A Rank and File History of Min-

neapolis (1937) by Charles Walker; and

Our people were prepared for (hat since

they were political people, inspired by
political conceptions. The policy of the

class struggle guided our comrades; they

couldn't be deceived and outmaneuvered.

as so many strike leaders of that period

were, by (his mechanism of sabotage and
destruction known as the National Labor
Board and all its auxiliary setups. They
put no reliance whatever in Roosevelt's

Labor Board; they weren't fooled by any
idea that Roosevelt, the liberal 'friend

of labor' president, was going to help

the truck drivers in Minneapolis win a

few cents more an hour. They weren't

deluded even by the fact that there was at

that time in Minnesota a Farmer-Labor
Governor, presumed to be on the side of

(he workers.

"Our people didn’t believe in anybody
or anything but the policy of the class

struggle and the ability of the workers
to prevail by (heir mass strength and
solidarity."—The History ofAmerican

Trotskyism, 1944

All three of the strikes by workers in

the city’s trucking industry were carefully

organized, as the leadership understood

Women's
Auxiliary

members serving
strikers food in

Minneapolis,
1934 .

most recently. Revolutionary Teamsters

(2014) by Bryan Palmer,

In his speech on “The Great Minneapo-
lis Strikes” given some years later, Amer-
ican Trotskyist leader Cannon summed up
the central lessons:

"There was no essential difference, in

fact I don’t think there was any serious

difference at all between the strikers in

Minneapolis and the workers involved

in a hundred other strikes throughout
the land in (hat period. Nearly all the

strikes were fought with the greatest

militancy by the workers. The difference

was in the leadership and the policy. In

practically all the other strikes the mil-

itancy of (he rank-and-file workers was
restrained from the top. The leaders
were overawed by the government, the

newspapers, the clergy, and one thing or
another. They tried to shift the conflict

from the streets and (he picket lines to

the conference chambers. In Minneapo-
lis (he militancy of the rank and file was
not restrained but organized and directed

from the top, . .

.

"The modern labor movement must be
politically directed because it is con-
fronted by the government at every turn.

that winning even so modest a demand
as union recognition would hinge on

the balance of forces brought to bear by
the contending sides. The first test of

strength came with a three-day strike

of coal haulers in February. It was stra-

tegically planned to hit the companies
during sub-zero winter weather when
their deliveries, and profits, were highest.

Well-orchestrated pickets shut down coal

deliveries in the first three hours of the

strike. Imbued with a sense of their power
as a class, young workers newly won to

the union came up with their own innova-

tion, the cruising picket, whereby strikers

in a car or truck cruised the streets to stop

scab trucks. Such “flying pickets” would
become a critical weapon of working-

class struggle in the forging of the Con-
gress of Industrial Organizations (CIO).

Caught off guard, the bosses quickly

capitulated, with an agreement to recog-

nize Local 574 as the bargaining agent of

the strikers. Workers throughout the city

were electrified by this victory, providing

a springboard for organizing throughout

the trucking industry, including not just

drivers but also loading dock, warehouse

and other inside workers. The Trotskyists

were viewed by the ranks as the real lead-

ership of the local and the voluntary organ-

izing committee was voted official union

status. Knowing that the February strike

was but an opening skirmish, the CLA
supporters began to prepare the workers

and their allies for the upcoming battles.

For two decades, a cabal of the city’s

wealthiest and most powerful capitalists,

known as the Citizen’s Alliance, had been

the central force in smashing strikes and

keeping unions out. It hired spies and

strikebreakers and had the local police

force at its command. On the union side,

the Trotskyists organized for what they

knew would be an all-out war. A city

garage was converted into strike head-

quarters. Arrangements were made for

a machine shop to service and repair the

trucks and cars deployed as cruising pick-

ets. These vehicles would be dispatched

with military precision as strike leaders

stayed in contact with picket captains and

constantly monitored police radios. Food
was served daily at a commissary in the

-Strike headquarters. There was an audito-

rium for mass meetings. The headquar-

ters also included a field hospital staffed

around the clock by doctors and nurses

so that injured workers would not have to

risk arrest at city hospitals.

Recognizing, as Cannon put it, “(hat the

women have a vital interest in the struggle,

no less than the men.” the strikers’ wives

were organized in a women’s auxiliary,

which became an important part of the

strike machinery. The women not only ran

many of the operations in strike headquar-

ters but also conducted effective pickets

against City Hall and the bourgeois press.

Following the example of Toledo, the

strike leaders and CLA members appealed

to unemployed workers to join the picket

lines, while simultaneously organizing for

labor to mobilize in defense of the jobless.

All of these measures were taken in a

local that was part of one of the most con-

servative craft unions in the AFL. Team-
sters president Daniel Tobin was a bitter

and implacable opponent of industrial

unionism. But rather than spewing radi-

cal rhetoric from outside the AFL. as the

Stalinists overwhelmingly did at the lime,

the Trotskyists had correctly projected

that when the workers began to organize
they would likely turn to the already

established AFL unions. Thus, they were
in a position to break the shackles of craft

unionism from the inside. As pan of the

AFL, Local 574 had ready access to other
federation affiliates to mobilize solidarity.

Inspired by the militancy and determina-
tion of the Local 574 strike committee,
thousands of workers throughout the city
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would join the striking workers in action.

The most significant joint action oc-

curred in the early days of the second strike

in May. After beating unarmed picketers,

including women, to a bloody pulp, the

cops and "special deputies" organized by

the Citizen’s Alliance made a move to open

up the city’s central marketplace to scab

trucks. They were met by an army of work-

ers and other strike supporters equipped

with baseball bats, clubs and rubber hoses.

A two-day battle ensued. At its height,

some 20-30.000 stood on Local 574’s side.

Scenes of the deputies and then the cops

fleeing in terror, in what became known
as the "Battle of Deputies Run." made
headline news and were played in news-

reels at movie theaters across the country.

Audiences of workers cheered; finally,

labor was winning one for a change.

In the end, the May strike settlement

that was agreed to by the strike leader-

ship and voted up by the membership

accorded the union official recognition,

not only for the truckers but also for other

workers in the industry. Like any other

contract agreement, it was a compromise,

a truce in the ongoing war between labor

and capital. The difference was that the

Trotskyists on the Local 574 strike com-
mittee knew it. Prepared to continue the

fight until victory, they seized on each

lull in the struggle to bolster the strength

of the pro-union side.

Local 574 was up against not only the

forces of the capitalist class enemy but

also their agents inside the labor move-

ment in the AFL bureaucracy. Tobin was

enraged by the Minneapolis strikes. He

first tried to stop the February strike, but

his letter forbidding it only arrived after

the strike was successfully concluded.

Then, he declared that the May strike

was a violation of all of the union’s "laws”

and issued a red-baiting tirade against the

radical "serpents" in the strike leader-

ship. Such rants were grist for the bosses'

strikebreaking propaganda mills, which

went into high gear as the union prepared

for its third strike.

Reneging on the May strike settlement,

the trucking companies, backed by the

Citizen’s Alliance, geared up to crush the

union. While the press screamed that the

"Communist-led" Teamsters Local 574

was preparing a revolutionary take over

of the city. 400 more cops were hired and

armed with machine guns and rifles fit-

ted with bayonets. Now over 7.000-strong.

Local 574 voted to strike again on July 16.

For the first time in the history of the

American labor movement, the workers

were guided by their own daily strike

newspaper, the Organizer. Countering

the confusion and demoralization sown

by the red-baiting, union-busting barrage

that issued from the bosses’ hired media

pens, the Organizer gave workers the

real story and prepared them for strug-

gle. This development was. as James P.

Cannon put it. a “crowning contribution”

of Trotskyism to the Minneapolis strikes.

And Cannon. Max Shachtman and other

CLA leaders were on site to help put it

out, as well as to give their comrades in

the strike leadership vita! political backup

and guidance.

In the opening days of the July strike.

Vote for 574 In the Efoctfon*

MrtteWInnnnpoli aUntonTown

"Battle of Deputies Run,” Minneapolis, May 1934.
Daily strike bulletin, the Organizer, helped politically

and organizationally arm workers.
Minnesota Historical

Cliffites...
(continuedfrom page 3}

League (previously the Workers Party)

which depicts the UPA as some sort of

pro-socialist force. Max Shachtman. who
had been a founder of American Trotsky-

ism alongside James Cannon, broke with

Trotskyism amid the anti-Soviet hysteria

provoked by the Stalin-Hitler pact and
went on to form the Workers Party in 1940.

Recently, the pro-imperialist reform-

ists of the Alliance for Workers Liberty

(AWL) reproduced the New International

article—appropriately, under a Ukrainian

national flag—in their efforts to support

the current pro-NATO Ukrainian regime

and prettify its fascist wing. The AWL’s
introduction to this revisionist filth about

the UPA claims that the article "tells some
of the story of the guerrilla movement in

Ukraine in the 1940s against both Hitler

and Stalin.” The AWL is fully aware of the

UPA's history, as they admit in their intro-

duction (workersliberty.org, 28 February):

"There are claims that the UPA. reported

in the article below as an authentically

left-wing movement, was responsible for

massacres of Poles and of Jews; there

is also counter-claim that the UPA has

been the victim of demonisation by the

Stalinists, and the UPA certainly was
demonised by the Stalinist.s after they

finally suppressed it militarily."

But the AWL washes its hands of any

responsibility for publishing this trash with

the shameless statement that “whether

[the article’s] judgments stand up to the

test of further historical research, we are

not qualified to judge.” Of course, there

have also long been “counterclaims” that

the Holocaust did not happen, by Nazis

and their sympathisers everywhere.

What Tony Cliff shares with the AWL
is their hatred for the Soviet workers state.

They supported the “democratic” cre-

dentials of the Western imperialists and
gave a “socialist” or democratic veneer

to forces who worked to undermine the

Soviet Union. Support for anti-Soviet

forces was at the core of the Cliff ten-

dency from its outset and intrinsic to their

support for “democratic” imperialism. In

the 1980s the Cliffites hailed as "freedom

fighters” the CIA-backed mujahedin in

Afghanistan—anti-woman Islamic funda-

mentalist reactionaries fighting the Soviet

Red Army who intervened to prop up the

modernising Afghan PDPA government.

The victory of the mujahedin wrought

devastation of the country under brutal

fundamentalist rule; the treacherous with-

drawal of the Red Army strengthened the

drive towards capitalist restoration in the

USSR which has brought all-sided reac-

tion to the world's working people.

With the triumph of counterrevolution

in 1991-92. fascist groups in Russia and

the western Ukraine were emboldened,
and so were their leftist apologists. In

Local 574
president Bill

Brown (second
from left) with
Trotskyists in

Minneapolis:
Grant Dunne (far

left). Miles Dunne,
Vincent Dunne,

Albert Goldman.

the cops opened fire on a truck loaded

with union pickets. Over 67 were injured,

and two later died—striker Henry Ness

and unemployed league member John

Belor. The city’s workers erupted in out-

rage, with some 40,000 people turning out

for the funeral for Ness. The cops wisely

agreed to slay off the streets that day. as

the workers themselves provided security

for the silent procession to the cemetery.

Federal mediators had been parachuted

in from Washington to negotiate an end to

the strike. How these and other mediators

who were sent in during the May strike

were handled by the strike leadership

was decisive. Unlike other strike leaders,

the Trotskyists were not taken in by the

ruse that the Franklin Delano Roosevelt

government and its agents were “friends

of labor.” As Marxists, they understood

that the capitalist state and alt its institu-

tions were not neutral but represented and

would enforce the interests of the bosses.

While the strike leaders met with the

mediators, they didn’t give an inch, refus-

ing the concessionary horse-trading deals

made behind the backs of the ranks that

doomed so many strikes, then and now.

Local 574 leaders also confronted a

slick operator in the person of Minne-

-sola’s Farmer-Labor governor. Floyd B.

Olson, who commanded the allegiance

of the slate’s AFL officials. Especially

since the governor was adept at posturing

as a radical firebrand who supported the

workers’ cause, illusions in Olson were

widespread among working people. On
the eve of the May strike, he sent a writ-

ten message to a mass meeting of Local

574 and its supporters urging the workers

to "band together for your own protection

and welfare." The Trotskyists wanted to

gel Olson on record in support of the

union’s campaign and used his professed

solidarity to win broader support for

Local 574’s fight. At the same time, they

1991, International Communist League

representatives withdrew from the edi-

torial board of Revolutionary History,

an archival publication focusing on the

Trotskyist movement. One reason was

the desire of a substantial part of the edi-

torial board to publish patently fascistic

Ukrainian nationalist material. Our res-

ignation letter pointed to the UPA’s all-

pervasive anti-Semitism, as described in

the memoirs of Mikhail Baitalsky. a Jew-

ish Ukrainian Trotskyist who was impris-

oned by Stalin's bureaucratic regime

in the Vorkuta labour camp, where he

encountered some of Bandera’s followers

in the 1950s. Baitalsky recounted what

he learned of the activities of the Bande-

raite cut-throats in Ukraine:

"I will not speak of the fate of the local

Jews; you can imagine what happened
to them. But Poles also lived there. The
Bandera forces butchered, one after

another, all the Polish families who had
not managed to go into hiding. They
slaughtered them not with guns but with

sabers. They derived pleasure from hack-

ing up other peoples' children with their

bare hands and massacring women."
—reprinted in Bulletin in Defense

ofMarxism (March 1991)

Our letter continued: "Mikhail Baitalsky

didn’t hail the Banderaites as fellow fight-

ers in the struggle against .Stalin; we can't

be part of an editorial board which allies

with their virtual equivalents in the Soviet

Unu>n today” (Workers Hammer No. 1 22.

April 1991 ).

knew that the Farmer-Labor governor was
the executive commander of the capitalist

armed forces in Minnesota.

The union leadership had backed Olson

off from deploying the National Guard
against the May strike, playing on his

fear of losing the political support of the

labor movement in upcoming elections.

But his job as governor of the state was

to defend the interests of the bosses. As
the July strike unfolded. Olson played his

strikebreaking hand.

When the trucking companies rejected

a settlement worked out by federal medi-

ators. Olson declared martial law and

ordered National Guard troops onto the

streets. While the local AFL LaborCoun-
cil misleaders worried about the potential

damage to the governor’s political career.

Local 574 rallied thousands of workers

behind the call to defy the troops and

resume mass pickets. Cannon and Shacht-

man, who had been arrested by the cops,

were among the first turned over to the

National Guard. Soon after, the troops

invaded strike headquarters, arresting

many top strike leaders. Some escaped

the dragnet, while other Local 574 mem-
bers who had been steeled in previous

battles look the place of those arrested.

Olson’s aim had been to behead the

Trotskyist leadership of the union and

force the ranks to elect new leaders who
would end the strike. Instead, as Charles

Walker wrote in American City: "The
strike’s conduct had been such that a

thousand lesser leaders had come out of

the ranks and the pickets themselves by

this lime had learned their own jobs. The
arrest of the leaders, instead of behead-

ing the movement, infused it. at least

temporarily, with a demoniac fury.” As
mass picketing again resumed. Olson

released the imprisoned union leaders and

returned the captured strike headquarters

to the union. But he did not pull back the

National Guard troops.

After five weeks of hard struggle, the

employers’ association finally broke and

agreed to a settlement. Local 574 became
the bargaining agent for 60 percent of the

workforce in the city’s trucking industry.

In subsequent years, the Trotskyist union

militants would organize the remaining

truckers in Minneapolis and then embark
on a successful organizing drive through-

out the Midwest that laid the basis for

forging the Teamsters as one of the most
powerful industrial unions in the U.S.

[TO BE CONTINUEDI
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When Children Are the Enemy
By Mumia Abu-Jamal

The following commentary was tran-

scribed from a July 14 prisonradio.org

recording.

I‘ve been watching for days now
as media reports display the growing

hatred at the arrival of Central Ameri-

can children across the Mexican border.

American voices crackle with bile

as they begin the drumbeat for their

immediate deportation.

Vile names are called against them,

and they are described as “invaders."

“sick" and “dirty."

In truth, they are refugees from want

and war, almost all the result of U.S.

interventions in Central America in sup-

port of murderous military regimes and

the mindless drug war.

These are the grandchildren of

NAFTA, the economic policy which

leached wealth from Mexico and its

neighbors.

That said, this antipathy shown

towards children is deeply disturbing.

It reminds me of the era of the Second

World War. when a bill was submitted

in Congress to allow the entry of thou-

sands of Jewish children. The Wagner-

Rogers bill would’ve saved 20,000 kids

living in Germany, but President FDR.

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, opposed

it—and the bill died.

Actually, many U.S. elites opposed it.

including Roosevelt’s cousin. Laura Del-

ano Houghieling. She was the wife of the

U.S. immigration commissioner, who

argued, "20.000 charming children would

all loo soon grow into 20.000 ugly adults."

Such crude racism portrays the ugli-

ness of Americans, and the day will

come when we will look back at how

these children are treated today—and

we will not feel pride.

This frenzy, this political and social

fear whipped up by petty, ambitious

politicians will yet pass.

But left behind will be our shame at

how a nation that claims so much great-

ness. can be so small—and so cruel.

From imprisoned nation, this is

Mumia Abu-Jamal.

©2014 Mumia Abu-Jamal

Mumia Abu-Jamal, a former

Black Panther, renowned journalist

and supporter of the Philadelphia

MOVE organization, is America's

foremost class-war prisoner. Framed
up because of his political views on

Willms/NY Times

Military police conduct raid last month in impoverished Honduran city of San
Pedro Sula, which has the highest murder rate in the world.

Refugees...
(continuedfrom page 12)

El Norte, sometimes on their own (many

hoping to reunite with parents or other

relatives already living in the U.S.). Once

in the U.S.. large numbers of these young

refugees seek permanent residency by

applying for asylum or Special Immigrant

Juvenile status based on the very real fear

of being killed at home. Pursuing asylum

involves a tortuous process, and there is

no guarantee that it will be granted. For

example, gang-related violence and sex-

ual abuse are not considered grounds for

asylum.

The Central American refugees should

be freed from detention immediately and

allowed to slay, whether by being granted

asylum or through any other means. The

very same U.S. capitalist rulers who
plunder Central America turn the screws

on workers and the oppressed at home.

Defense of immigrants is of vital interest

for the labor movement and all fighters

against racist discrimination. Everyone

who makes it into this country, no mat-

ter their age or reason, should be entitled

to all the rights of those born here. Our
demand is for full citizenship rights for all

immigrants, including the right to a U.S.

passport and free education. No deporta-

tions! Free all the detainees!

U.S. Imperialism’s "Backyard”

The U.S. capitalist rulers have long

considered Latin America their own back-

yard. During the first three decades of the

20lh century. U.S. troops intervened in

Central American and Caribbean coun-

tries on nearly 20 occasions. In the mili-

tary’s baggage train rode the representa-

tives of giant U.S. corporations, such as

the United Fruit Company. In Guatemala,

Honduras and other countries derisively

referred to as “banana republics." United

Fruit's will was law. In Guatemala, Wash-

ington engineered the 1954 overthrow

of bourgeois-populist president Jacobo

Arbenz, who had attempted to national-

ize some of United Fruit’s land and imple-

ment other reforms.

During the 1980s. the U.S. financed,

trained and gave intelligence to mur-

derous death squad regimes throughout

Central America, which targeted leftists,

trade-union and peasant leaders and oth-

ers. The dirty wars were part of the impe-

rialist Cold War II drive for the counter-

revolutionary destruction of the Soviet

Union, a degenerated workers stale, and

for rolling back the gains of the Cuban
Revolution, viewing leftist insurgents as

Soviet and Cuban proxies. In the U.S.,

the anti-Soviet war drive found domestic

reflection in the escalation of attacks on

the unions and black people.

In Guatemala, some 200.000 people—
mostly Mayan peasants—were killed and

another 45.000 “disappeared" over the

course of more than three decades of armed
conflict. Honduras was a staging ground

for the U.S.-backed contra counterrevolu-

tionaries who sought the bloody overthrow

of Nicaragua’s left-nationalist Sandinista

government. The U.S. also enlisted the

Honduran military in its efforts to smash

the Farabundo Marti National Liberation

Front—a large left-wing guerrilla insur-

gency that fought against the U.S.-backed

military junta in El Salvador.

The tide of migration to the U.S. from

Central America dates back to the dirty

wars. At the time, thousands of Salva-

dorans seeking refuge in the U.S. were

deported back to the clutches of the exe-

cution squads. We demanded asylum for

all those fleeing right-wing terror. In con-

trast to refugees escaping the bloody hor-

ror of U.S.-backed regimes. Washington

has always welcomed into the country the

scum of the earth, not least Cuban coun-

terrevolutionary gusanos.

Further upsurges in migration to the

U.S. followed the imposition of NAFTA
on Mexico in 1994 and the Central Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA) a

decade later, each of which caused the

economic dislocation of millions. Earlier,

the International Monetary Fund and
other imperialist agencies had dictated

“debt restructuring" programs that axed
agricultural subsidies as well as social

welfare programs. NAFTA and CAFTA
drove even more peasants off the land

and into urban squalor by removing pro-

tections against U.S.-produced corn and
beans, the mainstays of the diet of the

poor and the key staples grown by peas-

ants. This misery was exacerbated by
the 2008 global economic crisis touched

off by U.S. finance capital, which led to

mass layoffs in the maquiladora factories

as demand for consumer goods dried up.

From the beginning, we opposed the

NAFTA "free trade" rape of Mexico and
its CAFTA equivalent because they loot

the economies of the semicolonial coun-
tries. increasing the stranglehold of the
U.S. overlords. This proletarian interna-

tionalist perspective is in sharp contrast

Reulwis

U.S. secretary of defense Chuck Hagel and Guatemalan president Otto P^rez
Molina supervise military exercise in Guatemala City, April 25.

false charges of killing a Philly cop,

Mumia spent almost 30 years on

death row. Since December 2011, he

has been condemned to life in prison

with no chance of parole.

Contributions for Mumia's legal

defense can be made out to the

''National Lawyers Guild Foundation,"

earmarked "Mumia," and mailed to:

Committee to Save Mumia Abu-Jamal,

132 Nassau Street, Room 922, New
York, NY 10038. To correspond with

Mumia, write to: Mumia Abu-Jamal,

AM 8335 SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea

Road, FrackvUle, PA 17932.

to the national chauvinist standpoint of

the AFL-CIO union bureaucracy, which

denounced NAFTA for supposedly threat-

ening American jobs.

In Honduras, the conditions for workers

and the urban and rural poor have signifi-

cantly worsened since the Zelaya regime

was toppled. Murder is through the roof,

gangs are running rampant and spend-

ing on public housing, health and educa-

tion has been slashed. Elected president

in 2005. the wealthy landowner Zelaya

adopted some palliative measures to head

off social unrest and moved to align the

country with Hugo Chavez’s Venezuela.

These steps infuriated the U.S. and a

large sector of the Honduran bourgeoisie,

which succeeded in ousting him in the

2009 coup. The Obama administration

has fully supported the post-coup regimes

and continues to pour funds into the Hon-
duran police and military.

Down With the “War on Drugs”!

In a July 25 meeting with the leaders of

El Salvador. Guatemala and Honduras to

address the child refugee crisis. President

Obama praised the efforts of his Central

American counterparts to stem the flow

of migrants but urged them to do more.

Since 2008. Washington has dramati-

cally increased aid and training for law

enforcement in those countries under the

banner of the “war on drugs."

Both the anti-drug war and the “war
on gangs” are pretexts for the broad mil-

itarization of the region. This crackdown
has heightened the violence and intensi-

fied repression against the working class

and the urban and rural poor. In the bulk

of countries where the government is

purportedly fighting narcoviolencia. the

entire slate apparatus is thoroughly inter-

penetrated with the drug cartels, with

everyone from politicians to cops up to

their necks in the booming drug trade.

We Marxists are opposed to the “war
on drugs.” which is a cover for imperi-

alist military intervention across Latin

America and has meant the sowing of

murderous terror in poor neighborhoods
and rural districts throughout the region.

In the U.S.. the “war on drugs" has for

decades fueled the mass incarceration

of black people and. increasingly. Lati-

nos and immigrants. Likewise, the “war
on gangs" further criminalizes poor and
working-class youth and adds to the cap-
italist state’s repressive powers.

In Central America, the massive influx

of ruined peasants to the cities has created

fertile ground for the rise of the "infor-

mal economy." With their traditional
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NYPD...
(continuedfrom page 12)

a show of cleaning things up. Even then,

the cops almost always gel just a slap on

the wrist.

One of Garner’s friends put it bluntly

the day after the killing: "There ain’t no

justice." Not for the black masses, not for

the unemployed, not for working people.

The justice system does work for the liny

class of capitdists. who reap obscene prof-

its from an economic system built on the

vicious exploitation of labor and the bru-

tal oppression of black people. The cops

are the front-line defenders of that system.

In Albuquerque. New Mexico, police have

been blowing away Latinos and homeless

white people who. like the black poor, have

been thrown onto capitalism’s scrap heap.

It doesn’t matter which capitalist party.

Democratic or Republican, runs the ma-

chinery of state violence, or how many
civilian review boards or similar white-

wash schemes are in place. The most

notorious cases of New York cop terror

bear this out: black graffiti artist Michael

Stewart (beaten to death—1983); infirm

black grandmother Eleanor Bumpurs

(shotgun—1984); Anthony Baez (choke

hold— 1994); Amadou Diallo (41 bul-

lets—1999); Alberta Spruill (heart attack

caused by a concussion grenade—2003);

Sean Bell (50 rounds—2006); Kimani

Gray (seven bullets—2013). The truth is

that such murderous, systematic repres-

sion will end only when the multiracial

working class, whose labor makes this

society run, seizes power and sweeps

away the entire racist capitalist system and

its police enforcers.

Now there is Eric Garner, a casualty of

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s police “reforms.”

De Blasio was elected in November based

on promises to rein in stop-and-frisk,

which has tormented hundreds of thou-

sands of blacks and Latinos, and to cham-

pion working people and the middle class

against the finance and real estate bar-

ons. In "De Blasio; Liberal Populist Face

of Capitalist Politics" {WV No. 1032, 18

October 2013) we warned that any hopes

he generated would be cruelly dashed,

writing: "Whatever posture he takes today

and whatever palliatives he may dole out.

de Blasio as mayor will be charged with

managing the finance capital of U.S.

imperialism on behalf of the Wall Street

plutocrats and real estate barons who run

the city."

De Blasio never called for scrapping

stop-and-frisk, only for its reform. Under

Bratton’s "broken windows" clampdown

on petty violations-an approach he honed

as commissioner under racist pig mayor

Giuliani in the 1990s-the NYPD is step-

ping up racist harassment, and worse. Now
arrests are skyrocketing for everything

from dancing for money in the subways to

rolling a joint on your stoop. This will only

accelerate the criminalization of black

youth and others suffering such arrests,

who in Bratton’s eyes are just closet fel-

ons anyway. Meanwhile, cops continue to

wantonly use the choke hold, even though

it’s supposedly been banned. Eric Garner

was victimized by "broken windows."

So was Rosan Miller, a seven-monihs-

pregnant black woman in East New York.

Brooklyn, who was put in a choke hold by

an NYPD thug on July 26 for the "crime”

of grilling food on the sidewalk!

Reverend A1 Sharpton, who has led

some of the protests over Garner’s killing,

has announced plans for a mass march

across the Verrazano Bridge on August

23. Make no mistake: As always, his role

in getting in front of the anger over cop

terror is to contain and channel it into

appeals to the same "justice" system that

gives the cops a license to kill. Sharpton,

who decades ago wore a wire for the Feds,

demands a federal "investigation" into

Garner’s killing when the whole world

saw an execution by the cops on the street.

In his current role as a prominent Demo-
cratic politician with ins to City Hall and

the White House. Sharpton acts as a tool

of the racist capitalist rulers. A longtime

aide of Sharpton, Rachel Noerdlinger. is

now a principal adviser to de Blasio and

his wife, playing a key role in the mayor’s

handling of the outrage over Garner.

Echoing Sharpton’s calls for reliance

on the “justice” system is the reform-

ist International Socialist Organization

(ISO). In Socialist Worker (22 July), the

ISO pushes a petition calling on de Bla-

sio. Bratton and the Staten Island district

attorney to conduct “a thorough and fair

investigation” so that Garner’s killers are

"held accountable." The cops are account-

able: to the capitalist class that pays them

to enforce its rule and protect its profits

against workers and the oppressed. The

ISO positively reports demands by "New
Yorkers Against Bratton” for a federal

investigation into the NYPD’s "culture of

brutality" and for “community control of

the police.” Sowing the dangerous illusion

that the rulers can be pressured to cede

control of the police to the very people

the cops are paid to repress, the reformists

reinforce the chains that bind the working

class and minorities to the capitalist injus-

tice system.

Anger over cop terror needs an organ-

ized. militant expression—one that can

link the ghetto and barrio masses with the

social power of the working class. Racist

Eilisha Flagg, sister of Eric Garner, with Garner's wife and Al Sharpton, at

packed Staten Island press conference two days after Garner was killed.
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December 2006 NYC protest against

killing of Sean Bell, gunned down by
NYPD in hail of 50 bullets.

police brutality is an integral part of the

capitalist system. But a massive mobili-

zation of labor could give the cops pause.

To achieve this requires a political strug-

gle against the craven labor bureaucracy,

which has shackled the potential power of

the unions and sped their decline through

its loyalty to the profit system and its ties

to the Democratic Party.

Eric Garner was from a "transit fam-

ily." His mother, Gwen Carr, is a subway

train operator. His sister. Eilisha Flagg, is

a bus driver, and his niece is a subway car

cleaner. Each belongs to the 35.000-strong

Transport Workers Union (TWU) Local

100. A number of transit workers attended

Garner’s wake and funeral. But the Local

100 leadership has done nothing to

organize solidarity with their grieving

members. No doubt this is in deference

to the TWU lops’ “brothers” in the cop

“unions.” Make no mistake—cops, prison

guards and security guards are not work-

ers but their mortal enemies. They have

no place in the labor movement.

What is needed is a class-struggle lead-

ership that will get the unions off their

knees and mobilize the workers at the

head of all the exploited and oppressed.

Linked to the anger of the ghettos, the

proletariat, with its heavy concentration

of black workers, has the social power to

end the rule of racist capitalism through

socialist revolution. The crucial task is

to build the revolutionary workers party

needed to lead the proletariat to victory.*

livelihoods destroyed by imperialist "free

trade," many people in Latin America

have few ways of making a living other

than cultivating, selling and transport-

ing drugs or emigrating. We call for the

decriminalization of drugs and for all

U.S. military forces and bases out of Latin

America and the Caribbean. By removing

the superprofits that come with the illegal

drug trade, decriminalization would also

reduce crime and violence.

Immigration and
Capitalist Society

Seeking to capitalize on sympathy for

the child refugees, some Democrats are

again playing the "friend of immigrants”

card in advance of the midterm elections.

And liberals have been busy pressuring

Obama to bypass Congress and issue an

executive order to implement immigration

"reform.” We would welcome any mea-

sure that actually grants some rights or

legal protections to immigrants. But noth-

ing the administration has put on the table

would actually ameliorate their plight.

Bipartisan reform proposals backed by

the White House have aimed to create a

completely vulnerable layer of the popu-

lation made to pay large sums of money

for the privilege of working for a pit-

tance with no job protection, no assured

immigration status, no democratic rights

and no right to any kind of welfare. This

purpose is in line with the interests of a

section of the American bourgeoisie that

wants to preserve a cheap and defenseless

immigrant labor pool—the better to sow

divisions in the working class. The bour-

geoisie’s more nativist wing rails against

illegal "invaders” and "criminals" cross-

ing the border, painting immigrants as a

burden on the labor market, housing and

health care.

Both sides agree on strengthening en-

forcement. The expansion of Border Patrol

infrastructure and militarization of la

frontera have proceeded under the current

administration at an unprecedented rate,

forcing immigrants to seek ever more

dangerous routes into the country. Since

2010, border- agents have killed at least

28 immigrants. In 2012, a 16-year-oId

Mexican boy was shot eight times in the

back and killed by U.S. border guards

who claim he was "throwing rocks" while

walking in Nogales on the Mexican side

ofthe border. If caught by the Feds, immi-

grants are hauled off to facilities marked

by wretched conditions. Hundreds of

detainees at the Northwest Detention

Center outside Tacoma. Washington, have

carried out a series of hunger strikes this

year, protesting deportations as well as

their dire situation, which includes being

forced into virtual slave labor.

Immigrants are not just victims but

form a key and vibrant component of the

U.S. working class. Workers must combat

the poisonous attempts of the bosses to pit

those bom in the U.S. against immigrants,

many of whom fill some of the most dan-

gerous and undesirable jobs. Organizing

these workers into the unions is crucial to

the revitalization of the labor movement.

The starting point in the fight against the

exploitation of workers and oppression of

immigrants, as well as against anti-black

racism, is recognizing that the workers

and the capitalists do not share a common
"national interest.” The working class can

only better its position by allying with

the oppressed in class struggle against its

“own” ruling class. Such a perspective

is anathema to the union bureaucracy,

which is ever loyal to capitalism and its

political representatives, especially the

Democrats.

What we need is workers revolution

to replace the crisis-ridden capitalist

profit system with a planned, socialized

economy on an international scale. Only

socialist revolution can put an end to

the growing immiseration of the toil-

ing masses—both in dependent capital-

ist countries like Mexico and Honduras

and in the imperialist centers. When the

working class runs society, basic neces-

sities like housing, health care and jobs

will not be something people have to

desperately risk their lives for. The vio-

lence, poverty and misery endemic to the

imperialist order will be a mere chapter

of the past.*
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Children Flee U.S.-Made Hellholes

Central American Refugees:

Office of Rep Henry Cuellar

Immigrants in overcrowded detention facility in South Texas.

Full Citizenship Rights

for All Immigrants!

From Iasi October through June,

the Border Patrol seized over 57,000

unaccompanied children along the

U.S. border with Mexico, more than

double the total for the previous 12

months. This surge is the continua-

tion of a three-year trend in migra-

tion of youth, overwhelmingly from

Honduras, Guatemala and El Salva-

dor. The horrific violence and grind-

ing poverty that these refugees are

fleeing are the direct result of U.S.

imperialist domination of Central

America. The social fabric of coun-

tries there has been ripped apart in

recent decades, by everything from

the U.S.-engineered dirty wars of the

1980s to the increased militarization

in the name of the “war on drugs”

and the economic ruination brought

about by U.S.-imposed “free trade”

agreements.

The exposure in June of immigrant

youth packed like sardines in over-

flowing detention facilities reignited

the political debate over immigration

"reform.” Republicans and right-wing

media pundits took the opportunity to

attack Obama for being “soft” on immi-
gration. A reactionary frenzy was whipped

up in various border cities, most dramati-

cally in Murrieta. California, where a mob
that included Minutemen types and neo-

Nazis blocked busloads of immigrants and

spewed anti-immigrant vitriol. Several

towns and counties have adopted or are

weighing resolutions barring emergency
housing of immigrants.

President Obama has emphasized that

the thousands of child refugees won't be

able to remain in the country. In a June 27

interview, he scolded the parents: "Do not

send your children to the borders.” add-

ing. “If they do make it, they’ll get sent

back.” The "Deporter in Chief’—who has

set a record by deporting over two mil-

lion immigrants during his presidency

—

appealed to Congress for $3.7 billion in

emergency aid. most of which is

intended to strengthen border control

and speed up deportations.

To this end, Obama is set on amend-

ing a 2008 anti-child-trafficking act

signed by George W. Bush. This law

allows children from Mexico to be

expelled immediately, but requires

children from non-bordering coun-

tries like those of Central America to

be turned over to the Department of

Health and Human Services. They are

then supposed to be given an immi-

gration hearing or be released to rela-

tives in the U.S. Now the White House

wants to grant the Border Patrol the

power to throw these children out of

the country as quickly as possible

without access to legal counsel.

In mid July, the president had nearly

100 women and children deported to

the Honduran city of San Pedro Sula.

the murder capital of the world. Since

the U.S.-backed military overthrow

of the Honduran bourgeois-populist

Manuel Zelaya in 2009. the country

has endured the world’s highest murder

rate. (El Salvador and Guatemala also

consistently rank in the top five.) In the

first half of this year, there were 3,000

murders in Honduras, a country of only

eight million people, approximately the

population of New York City.

Desperate parents, facing what they see

as near-certain death for their children at

the hands of either criminal gangs or the

vicious police and military, do anything

they can to enable their kids to escape.

Children are sent on the perilous journey to

continued on page 10

NYPD “Broken Windows”: License to Kill

Outrage over Cop Choke-Hold

Killing of Eric Garner
They can’t cover this one up: Eric

Garner, a 43-year-old black Staten Island

man. assaulted and choked to death by a

gang of “New York’s finest” on July 17.

They squeezed the life out of Garner as

he said over and over. “I can’t breathe!”

While one of the killers applied a choke
hold, another pinned Garner’s chest to the

ground with his knee. As cops swarmed
over the scene, paramedics arrived but did

nothing to save Gamer's life. Cellphone
videos caught it all and quickly went
viral, helping create simmering rage at

yet another NYPD racist killing.

Eyewitnesses exposed the NYPD’s lies

from the get-go. The cops said that Gar-

ner had resisted arrest for selling loose

cigarettes, which is how he made some
money after his asthma forced him to quit

his parks department job. As everyone

at the scene outside Tompkinsville Park

saw. Garner, a large man, had just broken

up a fight between two youths. The next

day, people crowded around a makeshift

memorial expressed to Workers Vanguard
their bitter anger at the killing of a pop-

ular local figure. Known for buying food

and clothes for the down-and-out. Gamer,
a father of six, was “a giant teddy bear."

as one acquaintance put it.

“It stops today!” These words, among
Garner’s last as he was set upon by the

NYPD. quickly became a rallying cry

for all those fed up with daily humilia-

tion and brutalization at the hands of the

cops. Protests over Garner’s killing, held

repeatedly since July 17, have drawn hun-

dreds at most. But anger at the NYPD is

palpable. Garner’s funeral in Brooklyn
turned into a spontaneous street protest

when the turnout overflowed the church.

Two days after the cops killed Gar-

ner, protesters outside the 120th Precinct

booed a local politician off the platform

when he said that “we are supported

by the precinct.” Chants of “1-2-0” and
“fuck the police" told the real story. The
120th precinct is notorious for treating the

North Shore, where the borough’s black

and Latino minorities are concentrated, as

a hunting ground. In late July, the family

of Irving Mizell filed a suit charging cops
with killing the 52-year-old man last year

by dragging him down seven flights of

stairs and beating him. He was “scream-
ing he couldn’t breathe.” Mizell’s brother

told the Staten Island Advance (31 July).

"His cries fell on deaf ears, just like Mr.
Garner’s, and he died in that precinct.”

Now the cops are looking for payback
for the most widely publicized video
of Garner’s brutal killing, taken by his

friend Ramsey Orta. Just days after Police

Commissioner William Bratton lashed
out at people causing "interference" with
the cops by videotaping arrests, police

arrested Orta on gun possession charges.

Free Ramsey Orta now! Drop all charges!

The medical examiner’s ruling that

Gamer died due to a choke hold combined
with chest compression has increased

pressure on prosecutors to arrest Daniel
Pantaleo, the cop caught on video stran-

gling Garner. No question: Pantaleo and
his cohorts are guilty as hell. But the

killer cops get off time and again. By the

lights of the racist capitalist rulers, the

cops are just “doing their job" when they
snuff out lives in the ghettos and barrios.

In very rare cases, local authorities or the

Feds make a cop do time in order to make
continued on page II
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Reuters photos. Facebook (inset)

Police unleashed massive repression
during demonstrations in Ferguson.
Missouri, after August 9 cop killing

of Michael Brown (inset).

Ferguson: The Real Face of

Racist Capitalist America

Spartacist Leaflet, August 20
The killing of Michael Brown in Fer-

guson, Missouri, by cop Darren Wilson

on August 9 was met with demonstrations

of anger in cities across the country. The
utter racist contempt in which the cops

hold black people was evident to every-

one who saw the events in Ferguson.

Everything the cops did was a calculated

provocation. The young man’s body was
left to lie in the hot sun for hours, not

unlike the bodies of lynching victims left

to hang from trees. When Brown’s friends

and family left flowers and candles at the

spot where he was killed, the cops tried to

drive mourners away. One cop let his dog
piss on the makeshift memorial, which
police vehicles later drove over.

When people took to the town streets in

protest, cops pointed guns in their faces

and fired volleys of tear gas and wooden
and rubber bullets. Hundreds of people

from the broader St. Louis area and across

the country piled in to Ferguson to express

their outrage and their solidarity with the

besieged community. Imposing a curfew

and whipping up hysteria over "outside

agitators’’ allowed the police to further

ramp up the repression. Over 200 were
arrested, most for failing to disperse, and

many were injured. Meanwhile. Brown’s

killer remains suspended with pay. i.e., on
a paid vacation.

"It’s either stand up or die." This state-

ment by one protester gave voice to the

fury over the daily reality of cop terror

faced especially by black people in racist

capitalist America. Just the most recent

victims of police killings include; Eric

Garner, killed by a police choke hold in

Staten Island on July 17; John Crawford,

gunned down on August 5 in an Ohio
Wal-Mart because he was holding an air

gun he had picked up off a shelf; Ezell

Ford, shot dead by the LAPD on August
11 while complying with police instruc-

tions to lie on the ground; Dillon Delbert

Taylor, an unarmed 20-year-old white

man. gunned down by a Salt Lake City

cop on the same day; Kajieme Powell, a

mentally disturbed black man killed by

St. Louis cops in a hail of a dozen bullets

on August 19. The Malcolm X Grassroots

Movement produced a report last year

listing 313 black people killed in 2012 by

cops, security guards or vigilantes like

George Zimmerman, the killer of Trayvon

Martin. That works out to one life snuffed

out every 28 hours.

Reporters from Workers Vanf^uard at-

tended an August 22 press conference

in St. Louis, where young activists who
had been participating in the Ferguson

protests spoke of their bitter experiences

with the cops, something shared by black

youth throughout the country. If you find

yourself in the wrong place at the wrong
lime, you will be pulled over by the police

and forced to "play Twister” on the hood
of the car. You can be arrested or given

a ticket for not showing your license or

insurance fast enough. You can get hit

with a warrant for outstanding tickets you

never knew about.

Beneath the raw. bleeding abscess of

police brutality, there is the slower destruc-

tion of the lives of black youth caused by

capitalist economic decay. Having let in-

dustry rot while waging a one-sided class

war against unions, the ruling class deems
continued on page 4

Every cop in America knows that

a badge is a license to kill black peo-

ple. Michael Brown, an unarmed black

18-year-old, was executed by a white

cop in broad daylight for the "crime” of

walking in the street after being told to

move onto the sidewalk. Shot six times,

including twice in the head, he was left

exposed in the street for hours, his life-

less body treated with less respect than

a stray dog. As always, the police have

since tried to tarnish the victim as the

criminal. Fifty years after the passage of

the Civil Rights Act and the formal aboli-

tion of Jim Crow segregation, this is what

it still means to be black in America.

Ferguson. Missouri, is at a flash point.

Tired of being told to "gel to the back of

the bus’’—that is, shut up. get out of the

street and gel home before curfew—pro-

testers have come out in defiant oppo-

sition to cop terror and racist injustice,

which are inherent in this capitalist sys-

tem. In this majority black St. Louis sub-

urb. protesters continue to brave an army
of mostly white cops firing tear gas.

wooden and rubber bullets and stun gre-

nades. One uniformed police thug was
caught on video screaming: "Bring It,

all you fucking animals!” Now Ferguson

is up against a deployment of National

Guardsmen, an army of occupation. We
demand; Cops, National Guard out now!
Free the arrested protesters and drop all

charges now!

The National Guard are the reserve

Army troops used to put down labor, black

people and leftists who dare challenge the

powers that be, from defending segrega-

tion in Little Rock in 1957 and smashing

the 1965 Watts uprising to mobilizing

against striking Teamsters in Ohio and
killing Vietnam antiwar student protest-

ers at Kent Stale in 1970. The police, who
have always used every means at their dis-

posal to enforce capitalist "law and order.’’

in recent years have gotten their hands on
war matdriel left over from U.S. imperial-

ism’s occupations of Afghanistan and Iraq.

The same U.S. ruling class that wreaks
terror on its neocolonial victims abroad

also brutally grinds down the working

class, black masses and immigrants at

home. The message is: submit or else.

Aghast at the scenes of armored vehi-

cles and cops pointing M-16 assault rifles

at residents in the Ferguson war zone
(where journalists have been among
those treated like enemies, tear-gassed

and arrested), liberals complain about

“excessive" force. And with more far-

sighted elements in the government ex-

pressing concern that their own guard

dogs had slipped the leash, a black high-

way patrol officer and local resident was
pul in charge to pacify the crowds. But
it makes no difference whether the cops

are black, white or Latino, local, state or

federal—they serve and protect a system

continued on page 4

Break with the Democrats!

Build a Revolutionary Workers Party!



From the Archives of SPARTACIST

“Conspiracy and Treachery in Alabama”
Spartacist Ho. 4, May-June 1965

AP

Selma, Alabama: State troopers attack civil rights marchers demanding
voting rights, March 1965.

The events that unfolded in Alabama in

1965. half a century ago, attracted world-

wide attention. They marked a turning

point in the fight for black rights, posing

a concrete opportunity to win militants

away from Democratic Party liberalism

to revolutionary Marxism.

In early 1965, Martin Luther King Jr.

launched a voter registration campaign in

Selma. Alabama, where only 2 percent of

eligible black people were registered. Police

jailed King and arrested more than 1,000

protesters, many of them black school

children. At a February 18 protest, a state

trooper shot and killed 26-year-old Jimmie

Lee Jackson while he was protecting his

mother from the trooper's nightstick.

In response, civil rights leaders organ-

ized a march from Selma to Montgomery,

where infamous Dixiecrat George Wal-

lace sat in the governor’s mansion. On
March 7, on the Pettus Bridge spanning the

Alabama River in Selma, mounted police

and stale troopers attacked marchers in

what became known as “Bloody Sunday.”

Three days later, by prior arrangement

with U.S. Attorney General Nicholas Kai-

zenbach. King turned back from another

march to Montgomery in the face of fierce

local police resistance. He did so without

informing the Student Nonviolent Coordi-

nating Committee (SNCC), which organ-

ized many young black militants. This set

up SNCC activists for police violence.

The situation in Selma escalated.

Against the wishes of King and his sup-

porters, SNCC leaders organized protests,

which police attacked. Finally, in late

March, King did lead a march from Selma

to Montgomery. After a rally at the Cap-

itol, Viola Liuzzo, a white woman from

Detroit, was shot and killed by a group of

Klansmen, including FBI informer Gary
Rowe.

By this time, the system of Jim Crow
segregation in the South had become
economically obsolete with the dying out

of sharecropping, and it was an embar-

rassment hampering the U.S. rulers in

their Cold War drive against the Soviet

Union. As the bourgeoisie on the whole

acquiesced to '.he demand for legal equal-

ity in the South, the Lyndon B. Johnson

administration offered civil rights legisla-

tion and Great Society social welfare pro-

grams to head off the exploding protest

movement and co-opt black militants into

the Democratic Party. In 1964, Johnson

signed the Civil Rights Act. During the

Selma campaign, he introduced the Vot-

ing Rights Act into Congress.

In the early 1960s, the Revolutionary

Tendency, the predecessor of the Spartacisl

League, had fought inside the rightward-

moving Socialist Workers Party (SWP) to

seize the historic opportunity presented

by the mass struggles for black rights to

recruit militants to Trotskyism. The pol-

icy of the majority of the SWP, which had

been the historic party of Trotskyism in the

U.S.. was to support whatever leadership

emerged from the black movement, from

liberal reformers to black nationalists. As
a result, the SWP criminally abstained

from intervention into the black struggle;

notably, it did not send cadres to the South.

In late 1963. the SWP expelled the

founding cadres of the Spartacist League.

From its early days, the Spartacist ten-

dency raised various transitional demands
linking the fight for black liberation to

labor's fight against the capitalist exploit-

ers. A founding document of the Spartacist

League. “Black and Red—Class Struggle

Road to Negro Freedom" (1966, reprinted

in Marxist Bulletin No. 9). articulated these

demands, including the call for a Freedom-

Labor Party. This was an expression of

working-class political independence and

the need to mobilize the ranks of labor

under the banner of black freedom.

The following article was part of our

effort to intervene into the tumultuous

struggles of the civil rights movement.

* * *

From the beginning the black voter

registration campaign in the South was
an assertion of potential independence

—

directed against the underlying social sys-

tem as well as the segregationist political

apparatus which helps maintain it. Revolu-

tionary in implication because it involved

organizing masses of black workers and

share-croppers in struggle, the mass char-

acter of the movement poses a dangerous

threat to the American ruling class and its

politicians. Hence they use every means at

their disposal to derail the movement

—

including sending in such kept leaders as

Martin Luther King—to head It off and

deliver it to the Democratic Party where

the job of beheading and neutralizing it

can be finished off

Racist Bosses Supported March

The spectacle of Northern “liberar po-

litical bosses, such as (NYC mayor Rob-

ert) Wagner and (New York governor

Nelson] Rockefeller, shedding crocodile

tears over the racist violence and support-

ing the Selma-to-Monigomery march, cor-

roborates our opinion. For example, Wag-
ner’s representative to the march. Deputy

Mayor Paul Scrcvane, was in direct con-

trol of the New York City administration

last summer when thousands of his cops

terrorized the people of Harlem for four

days under the pretext of suppressing a

“riot.” And this was merely an intensifi-

cation of the daily oppression and intim-

idation of Negroes and Spanish-speaking

minorities carried out by the “liberal” big-

city machines. (Wagner’s true role was
made clear a few weeks ago at a Catholic

breakfast-rally attended by 5,600 N.Y.

cops featuring ultra-rightist William F.

Buckley as speaker. Buckley, in the course

of a long invective against the civil-rights

movement, praised the “restraint” of the

Alabama troopers and pleaded that they

had been “provoked” and were justified

in attacking the Selma marchers with

clubs, cattle-prods and tear gas. For this.

amidst enthusiastic “stomping, whistling,

and cheering” by “New York’s Finest.”

Wagner congratulated Buckley for his

“eloquence.”)

Perversion in Selma

Through the King leadership. Lyndon

Johnson managed to corral the Selma civil-

rights movement into a virtual rally of sup-

ptirl for himself and for these same racist

bosses in the Democratic Party. In fact, the

march acquired the character of an “offi-

cial” parade directly launched from Wash-

ington, with a corps of food and latrine

trucks, doctors and nurses, swarms of pol-

iticians, etc., plus Federal troops standing

guard along the route. The tempo of mass

pressure for democratic rights in the South

had made it necessary for Johnson to offer

some sort of voting rights law. However,

in the granting of this concession. John-

son has made every effort to bend it to the

interests of capitalism—and particularly

to the benefit of his party. It is clear that

Johnson timed his Voting Rights bill and

the deployment of troops to coincide inti-

mately with King’s maneuvers in Selma.

In this way Johnson, the racist cracker,

has made himself appear as a “great white

father” and the Federal government as

benefactor and defender of the Negro peo-

ple—a master stroke of cynical dupery.

Celebration on the Left

The mindless enthusing of the [SWP'sj

Militant and others over the Selma-to-

Montgomery march only attests to the

extraordinary political shrewdness of

Johnson: firmly directing King’s activi-

ties with one hand, staunchly defending

“states’ rights” with his other hand, all

the while cautioning “both sides”; and

then sending in troops and pushing the

vote law from the “middle of the road.” In

addition to adding its voice to the chorus

celebrating the march and the mobiliza-

tion of Federal troops, the “revolutionary”

Militant committed the further betrayal of

calling upon Johnson to keep his troops

continued on page 8
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Free Chelsea Manning!
One year ago. Chelsea (formerly

Bradley) Manning was sentenced lo

35 years in prison for leaking military

documents and diplomatic cables that

exposed the U.S. government’s global

war crimes and sinister machinations.

With Obama ramping up aerial bom-

bardments in Iraq while presiding over

a wave of racist cop terror at home, the

international workers movement must

mark this anniversary of Manning’s

sentencing with renewed resolve lo fight

for her freedom. (For more information

about her case, see WV Nos. 1026 and

1028. 14 June and 9 August 2013.)

Prosecuted under the Espionage

Act, Manning was nobody’s spy. She
revealed information she had access

to as a military analyst in Iraq so that

the whole world could see the horror

covered up by the capitalist media’s

embedded reporters. Her motive was
to force a public debate on U.S. policy

based on the facts. She continues this

fight today from her prison cell. In an

op-ed piece published in the New York

Times (14 June). Manning wrote: "As

Iraq erupts in civil war and America
again contemplates intervention, that

unfinished business should give new
urgency lo the question of how the

United Stales military controlled the

media coverage of its long involvement

there and in Afghanistan. 1 believe that

the current limits on press freedom and
excessive government secrecy make

it impossible for Americans to grasp

fully what is happening in the wars we
finance.”

We hail Manning’s courageous acts.

Her disclosures document the truth;

beneath the cloak of “democracy.” the

U.S. government is the biggest terrorist

force on the planet.

Financial contributions are urgently

needed to sustain a legal appeal of

Manning’s conviction and also chal-

lenge the inhumane conditions of her

imprisonment. Jailed in the all-male

Army prison at Fort Leavenworth,

Manning is being denied the hormone
treatments she has requested, which
even the military’s own doctors deem
medically necessary. While a new legal

team prepares the appeal of Manning’s
conviction, her original trial attorney

and the American Civil Liberties

Union have filed official notice of their

intent lo sue the military for cruel and
unusual punishment if Manning is not

given proper medical treatment.

The Partisan Defense Committee
has donated to Manning's legal defense

and urges readers of Workers Vanguard
to do likewise. To donate by check or

money order, please make payable to:

Courage to Resist. 484 Lake Park Avc.

#41. Oakland. CA 94610. Note “Man-
ning Defense" on the memo line. Write

to Manning at: Chelsea E. Manning
89289, 1300 North Warehouse Road.
Fort Leavenworth, KS 66027-2304.
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Public Education Under Nationwide Assault

California Ruling Pits Minorities

Against Teachers Unions
On June 10, the Stale Superior Court

in Los Angeles ruled in Vergara v. Slate

of California that laws codifying teacher

seniority and job protections discriminate

against poor and minority students, who
the court claimed are more likely to be

taught by incompetent teachers. Hypocrit-

ically blaming teachers for the failings of

the grossly underfunded, segregated and

blatantly unequal public school system, the

Vergara suit was a ploy to pit black peo-

ple and Latinos against the unions. This

blow to the teachers unions is the latest in

a years-long offensive carried out by both

Democrats and Republicans. Since the rul-

ing. two similar lawsuits have been filed

in New York, with others in the works in

Connecticut. New Jersey. Minnesota and

Tennessee. In California, Democratic gov-

ernor Jerry Brown has appealed the rul-

ing; teachers unions have announced their

intention to appeal as well.

The fight to defend union jobs and

working conditions for teachers goes hand

in hand with the fight for quality, inte-

grated education. But instead of mobiliz-

ing on this basis, which would win wide

support from working people and the

black masses, the California teachers

union tops have played into the anti-union

smear campaign, joining with Governor

Brown's efforts to “streamline” the firing

process. The California Teachers Associ-

ation even praised Brown for signing AB
215, a state law expediting the process

of firing teachers accused of “egregious

misconduct.” The allegiance of the labor

officialdom to the capitalist Democratic

Party is a recipe for defeat.

The woeful state of public education is

a searing indictment of racist American

capitalism, which is incapable of meet-

ing the basic needs of the exploited and

oppressed. It will take socialist revolu-

tion to sweep away this rotten system and

usher in a society that provides decent

jobs, quality education and other neces-

sities for everyone.

The following presentation, given by

comrade Reuben Samuels at a Bay Area

Spartaci.sl League meeting in late June,

has been edited for publication.

* * *

I joined the Spartacist League amidst

the 1968 New York City teachers strike.

As Mayor John Lindsay slashed the school

budget, he pitied the barrios, ghettos and

black teachers against the mainly white

and disproportionately Jewish teachers

union through a scam called “community

control.” Devised by the Ford Foundation,

the Lindsay administration and the fed-

eral Office of Economic Opportunity

—

which ran Lyndon B. Johnson’s “War on

Poverty”—the “community control” scam

CORRECTION
In “Zionist Bloodbath in Gaza”

(WV'No. 1050. 8 August), we wrote

that Hamas “in the 1970s and ’80s

was promoted by Israel as a coun-

terweight to the PLO and more left-

wing Palestinian groups.” In fact.

Israel supported the Islamic Associa-

tion, a predecessor to Hamas, begin-

ning in the late 1970s, and Hamas

itself from its founding in 1988 until

fall of the following year.

‘ulUre

Neon Tommy
February 20: Teachers unions’ press conference outside Los Angeles court-

house during Vergara trial.

broke up the administration of New York

public schools into at least 30 indepen-

dent. community-based school boards.

Each board would set its own budget,

pitting community against community
in a relentless competition over shrink-

ing resources. And each would have the

right to hire and fire, thereby breaking the

collective bargaining power of the city-

wide United Federation of Teachers under

Albert Shanker.

The teachers strike was provoked when
the newly minted school administrator of

the mostly black Ocean Hill-Brownsville

district summarily fired 13 teachers. One
teacher was fired for allegedly losing

control over his class; it was claimed stu-

dents were even throwing chairs at one

another. Upon review, however, it was

demonstrated that the chairs were boiled

to the floor.

An unholy alliance of civil rights and

black nationalist leaders, the “old” left and

the New Left, and the liberal establish-

ment united to break the strike, crossing

picket lines and setting up so-called “lib-

eration schools,” As you can surmise from

"Beware Liberal Union-Busters!”, our ’68

strike leaflet (reprinted in WV No. 956. 9

April 20101, we were uniquely unpopular

for defending the strike while denounc-

ing the Shanker leadership. The union

leaders’ narrow-minded “business union”

approach and callous indifference to the

plight of minority youth undermined

the strike, isolated the union and further

fueled racial polarization. No wonder a

character in Woody Allen’s 5/eeper(1973)

quips that civilization was destroyed when

"a man by the name of Albert Shanker got

hold of a nuclear warhead.”

Separate and Unequal

Today, American public education is

more segregated than any time since the

civil rights movement. The Civil Rights

Project coined the term “apartheid schools”

to describe schools with I percent or less

white student enrollment. In Chicago one-

half of schools meet this criterion. In the

Los Angeles metropolitan area, roughly

30 percent of Latinos attend schools in

which whites make up I percent or less

of enrollment.

Prior to large-scale deindustrialization

in this country, back when American capi-

talism required more of an educated work-

force. California ranked among the top ten

states in per-student expenditure. Student

academic performance was reputed to be

excellent. In 1978. the slate’s Proposition

13 ballot initiative put a cap on the prop-

erty taxes used to fund public schools.

Prop 13 represented a racist backlash by

homeowners against having their taxes

fund social programs particularly bene-

fiting poor people and minorities. Today.

California ranks 39th in per-pupil spend-

ing. Adjusted for cost of living. California

ranks 46th. In math and English skills.

the stale’s fourth- and eighth-graders rank

between 42nd and 47th.

Between 2008 and 2013, the K-12

student-per-teacher ratio in the "Golden

Stale" increased from 21-to-l to 25-io-l.

the highest in the nation—the national

average being 15-to-l. An important mea-

sure of public education resources is the

siudent-lo-librarian ratio. In California

in 2011-12, that ratio was 7.374 students

for every librarian, also the highest in

the nation. The Oakland Unified School

District only funds two full-time and two

part-time librarians for 37.000 students.

As a consequence, one-third of Oakland’s

school libraries have been shut down.

In California. 80 percent of students

graduate from high school. But just 63

percent of Oakland Unified students grad-

uate, including only 51 percent of black

males. With concentrations of black men
literally locked up and out of the labor

force, unemployment levels among black

youth resemble those of young people in

Spain, Italy and Greece. A 2009 North-

eastern University study found that across

the country on any given day, nearly one

out of four black male dropouts were in

prison or jail, as opposed to one out of 14

non-black males.

Twenty-three percent of California stu-

dents are English learners, also the high-

est rate in the nation. Los Angeles Unified

not only has more English learners than

any other school district—about one-third

of its 600,000 students—but more than

80 percent of its students live in poverty.

continued on page 9
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Reuters

Manhattan, August 20; At Sharpton at press conference with New York City

mayor Bill de Blasio, clergy and cops. Sharpton diverts anger over cop kill-

ings Into empty “police reform” schemes and voting for Democrats.

SL Leaflet...
(continuedfrom page I)

built on a bedrock of racist oppression,

from chattel slavery to wage slavery. The

job of all police is to protect capitalist

property and the rule of the few who
profit from the exploitation of the many.

What occurred in Ferguson is no aber-

ration. The proliferation of SWAT teams,

the cop occupations of barrios and ghet-

tos across America and the mass incar-

ceration fueled by the “war on drugs”

have for decades been part of daily life

for black people. Over the same period,

the capitalists increasingly deindustrial-

ized the economy, abandoning the auto

and steel plants that used to provide

Jobs, further sealing in the desperation of

the ghetto wastelands. In their drive for

profit, they have driven society to ruin

and made everyone else pay for it. With

no jobs on offer for working-class and

minority youth, the capitalists don’t see

much need to spend money on educating

them, much less on providing any social

programs. What is on offer is unbridled

state repression.

Defying the odds. Michael Brown man-

aged to stay outside the maw of the prison

system, graduated from high school and

was about to start college. His mother

spoke the bitter truth: “Do you know
how hard it was for me to get him to stay

in school and graduate? You know how
many black men graduate? Not many.

Because you bring them down to this type

of level, where they feel like they don’t got

nothing to live for anyway. ‘They’re going

to try to take me out anyway’.” This U.S.

racist hellhole consigned Trayvon Mar-

tin. Oscar Grant and countless others to

a similar fate.

Echoing racist Southern sheriffs who
denounced Northern freedom riders, the

government and bourgeois media mouth

off about “outside agitators” in Ferguson.

Meanwhile, from Obama’s White House

on down, black Democrats and preachers

keep telling protesters to simmer down,

stay away from the “lawless elements”

and get on home. This time around, many
protesters aren’t going for it.

The killing of Michael Brown hit a

nerve among those who are unwilling to

silently witness one more cop killing of

a black person. They are fed up with the

empty promises of “hope" and “change.”

fed up with the paternalistic advice to

pull up their pants and their bootstraps,

fed up with being blamed for the ills of

society, fed up with the illusion of equal-

ity wrapped around the core reality of

systematic racist oppression. One How-
ard University student remarked: "This

issue is about the fact that this country

is not post-racial, this country is not just,

this country is not free.”

The authorities want to herd the mass

outrage back into the ballot box. while

Democratic Party politico A1 Sharpton

chimes in to scold Ferguson residents for

low voter turnout. There should be no

illusions in the Democrats or the federal

government, which oversees this rotten

system that the cops “serve and protect.”

The notion that the Feds will rein in racist

local law enforcement is a lie. FBI agents

have been embedded in the Ku Klux Klan

and involved in heinous crimes, such as

the 1963 Birmingham church bombing
and the 1979 Greensboro massacre of left-

ists and union organizers. With many in

Ferguson seeking redress from a Depart-

ment of Justice investigation, we warn
that Attorney General Eric Holder & Co.

are the top cops who step in to get people

off the streets with the promise that jus-

tice may come in the sweet by-and-by. at

best enacting cosmetic reforms.

The spontaneous displays of anger by

the working people and dispossessed in

Ferguson are justified and essential. But

unless the labor movement actively mobi-

lizes in defense of the oppressed, such

atomized outbursts will remain powerless

against the capitalists and their repressive

forces, leading to more despair. Signifi-

cantly. some unions in New York City

are calling their members into the street

to join an August 23 protest in solidarity

with victims of police brutality, like Eric

Garner, killed by the cops last month. But

Sharpton’s purpose in organizing this pro-

test is to push for federal intervention to

bring “justice.”

Organized labor’s most powerful weap-

ons—its numbers, multiracial compo-
sition and capacity to halt the wheels of

production-for-profit—are squandered by

union tops who politically chain workers

to the class enemy. The labor mislead-

ers are slavishly loyal to the Democratic

Party and push the lie that the government

can be pressured to promote the interests

of workers and the poor. The same cap-

italist state that terrorizes black people

will go after the working class when it

engages in militant struggle. Labor rights

and black rights will either go forward

together or fall back separately. For labor

to flex its muscle in defense of itself and

all the oppressed, a new, class-struggle

leadership must be forged that doesn't

play by the bosses’ rules.

We do not suggest that this will be an

easy road, particularly when the labor

movement has been losing a one-sided

class war waged by the bosses. But it

is the only way forward. There will be

no black liberation in this society short

of a socialist revolution that breaks the

shackles of racist American capitalism.

And there will be no socialist revolution

that does not emblazon the fight for black

freedom on its banners.

Missouri was a slave state, and Fergu-

son lies just north of heavily segregated

St. Louis. In 1857, the infamous Dred

Scott decision that a black man “had no

rights which the white man was bound
to respect” sanctioned the reach of the

Southern slaveowners into the North. The
grave of the former slave Dred Scott on

West Florissant Avenue is just a few miles

down from where the Ferguson protests

have riveted world attention.

It took a Civil War. the second Ameri-

can revolution, to smash the slave system.

But the promise of black freedom was

betrayed by an alliance of Northern cap-

ital with the Southern propertied classes

against the aspirations of black freedmen.

It will take a third American revolution,

a proletarian socialist revolution, to finish

the Civil War. eradicate racist capitalist

oppression and establish an egalitarian

socialist society. The Spartacist League is

dedicated to building the multiracial revo-

lutionary workers party that is necessary

to achieve this purpose.!

ATU Local 788

Amalgamated Transit Union Local 786 members at contract rally in downtown St. Louis, August 28. Mobilizing social
power of integrated labor movement is key to fighting exploitation, racial oppression.

Racist

America...
(continuedfrom page 1)

much of the black population to be surplus,

no longer even needed as the “last hired,

first fired.” If not gunned down in the

streets, many are hauled off to prison. This

mass incarceration is largely the result of

the “war on drugs.” which Jesse Jackson

and other black Democrats once fervently

pushed.

The systematic oppression of black peo-

ple. rooted in the economic foundations

of American capitalism, is a legacy of

slavery and the defeat of Reconstruction

that followed the smashing of slavery in

the Civil War. After the Great Migration

that began during World War I. millions

of black workers were integrated into the

industrial economy in the Northern cities.

However, the black population remained
forcibly segregated at the bottom of soci-

ety. constituting a race-color caste.

Despite widespread deindustrialization

in recent decades, concentrations of organ-

ized labor, including a significant com-
ponent of black workers, do exist. Those
workers embody the possibility of fusing

the power of labor with the anger of the

dispossessed black masses. This requires

breaking labor’s political chains to the

capitalist Democratic Party, whose repre-

sentatives came to Ferguson to douse the

fires by urging a turn to the ballot box and

preaching various empty "police reform”

schemes.

The working class is the only force

with the social power and class interest to

do away with this rotten capitalist system

and its racist police guard dogs. Because

it is ingrained in the capitalist economy
and every social institution in this coun-

try, racial oppression cannot be smashed
without a thoroughgoing socialist revolu-

tion. In turn, the fight for black freedom

must be emblazoned on labor’s banner if

the working class is ever going to eman-
cipate itself.

Democrats Move In

Working to defuse the situation in

Ferguson. Barack Obama promised that

Attorney General Eric Holder would head

up an investigation into Michael Brown’s

death. One young speaker at the August

22 press conference observed that the

black president and attorney general only

took notice of Ferguson after hearing

about "the looting and the rioting.” Many
who participated in the protests hope the

federal investigation will be more than

a whitewash, but also know that’s likely

what it’s going to be. In fact, the whole

purpose of any investigation is to refur-

bish the illusion that the capitalist gov-

ernment gives a damn about black people.

Earlier, black Democratic Parly polit-

icos like A1 Sharpton and Jesse Jack-

son had arrived in Ferguson to put a lid

on the protests. Sharpton, the featured

speaker at Michael Brown’s funeral, used

his sermon to attack the protesters and

black youth in general. Bellowing, "we

are not anti-police, we respect police,”

Sharpton blamed black people for their

own oppression, with bigoted claptrap

about not being "a gangster or a thug” or

engaging in “ghetto pity parties”!

Protesters from Ferguson made clear

that they were fed up with being treated like

animats by the lily-white police force and

city administration. A “solution” Sharp-

ton favors is hiring more black cops—as

has been done in many cities in order to

improve the effectiveness of the police in

repressing the black population. So the

authorities brought in black Missouri high-

way patrol captain Ron Johnson to be the

“good cop.” But after hugging protesters

and retailing anecdotes about his own son

with tattoos and sagging pants, he enforced

the city curfew and set the scene for the

arrival of the National Guard.

Not everyone is buying the snake oil

from Sharpton. But the same bourgeois

reform politics have been served up by
others in a different guise. One of the

groups organizing black youth around

the protests in the St. Louis area was the

Organization for Black Struggle (OBS).

While the OBS pays lip service to “the

creation of a society free of all forms of

exploitation and oppression.” its activity

has centered on appeals to the While
House to conduct a thorough investigation

of the local police. Such pressure politics

end up channeling black anger right back
into the fold of the Democratic Parly.

Another group active in the Ferguson
protests was the Revolutionary Commu-
nist Parly (RCP). whose members pos-

ture as more militant and were gone after

by the cops. But the August 18 statement

issued by the RCP neatly illustrates the

contradiction between their anti-system

verbiage and the actual content of their

demands. It declaims: "We stand with the

angry ones, the rebellious ones, the ones
who will not take it." Fine, but what do
they propose? The RCP writes that Dar-

ren Wilson, "this murdering pig. must be

charged and taken into custody. NOW\"
So the “revolutionary” RCP is fight-

ing for.. .a good prosecutor to get rid of

the bad cop! With this rehash of what
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Cops Are Not Workers!

New York City:

Cops Bash Unions

Over Gamer Demo

In the face of a concerted backlash by
three cop "unions " some 8,000 integrated

anti-police brutality protesters rallied in

Staten Island on August 23. Cosponsored
by A1 Sharpton’s National Action Net-
work. the NAACP. the United Federation

of Teachers (UFT) and the 1199SEIU
health care workers union, the protest

featured a march from the spot where a

gang of NYPD thugs fatally strangled

Eric Garner with a choke hold on July

17. The Sharpton-led demo was a tightly

run affair and had a clear agenda to steer

anger over the killings of Garner. Michael
Brown and others into impotent demands
for police reform. The blowback from the

cops in advance of the rally took special

aim at the unions. Even so. several unions

turned out.

Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association

(PBA) honcho Patrick Lynch attacked

UFT president Michael Mulgrew in an

August 17 letter to the New York Post for

getting "involved with a march that has

nothing to do with teachers or his union.”

With Lynch organizing an online protest

against Mulgrew, the heads of the Detec-

tives' Endowment Association and the

Sergeants Benevolent Association chimed
in. One railed against the UFT for “align-

ing themselves with extremists like A1
Sharpton.” and the other denounced any

union participation in the protest. Mean-
while. the Post ran a series under the ban-

ner “The War on Cops,” and the Staten

Island Chamber of Commerce and the

NYPD added to the frenzy by advising

businesses along the march route to close

up shop in anticipation of unrest.

Although despised by the cops, for-

mer FBI fink A1 Sharpton is simply a

loyal operator for the Democratic Party,

to which the pro-capitalist trade-union

tops lie the fortunes of labor. Under such

leadership, the demo was never going to

be an expression of militant opposition

to racist cop terror, especially not with

union-supported Democratic mayor Bill

de Blasio staunchly defending the NYPD
“broken windows” clampdown on petty

crimes—of which Eric Garner is a casu-

alty. In contrast to the elemental outpour-

ing of anger in Ferguson, the NYC rally

was consciously staged to be respectable

and "peaceful.”

In an attempt to appease the cops, an

official 1 199SEIU sign was introduced

on the eve of the rally reading. "Support

NYPD. Stop Police Brutality.” From the

podium, Mulgrew offered: “Everyone
wants to live in a safe community and
work with the police who are there to

protect and serve them.” This sentiment

continued on page 11

Sharpton has to say about “bad apples”

on the police force, the RCP sows dan-

gerous illusions in the armed bodies at

the core of the capitalist stale. The truth

is that murderous brutality is inherent to

the job of the cops, which is to defend

the ruling class by suppressing workers,

blacks, immigrants and all other victims

of capitalism’s ravages. And with greater

social inequality that violence is all the

more pronounced.

In Ferguson, police trained laser sights

on activists and rolled out heavy hardware

to intimidate protesters. As local musician

Tef Poe pul it: "1 never imagined that a

neighborhood I drove up and down as a

teenager would resemble Gaza.” And in

fact, the display of military-grade equip-

ment presented the government with an

image problem.

An article in the London Econo-
mist (23 August) set out the view that

"smarter policing” would make “rioting”

less likely. It continued: "A Pentagon

programme that gives surplus military

hardware to local law-enforcement agen-

cies can make them seem like occupying

armies rather than public servants. That is

both costly and counterproductive.” Even

this organ of finance capital recognizes

that there is something irrational in such

an arrangement. So now Commander-in-

Chief Obama piously laments the blurring

of the lines between "our military and our

local law enforcement,” undoubtedly with

the midterm elections in mind.

Many liberal reformers are demanding

an end to the Pentagon program providing

weaponry to the cops, instead preferring

old-school police methods. Let’s be clear:

the cops didn’t need special weapons to

kill Michael Brown, just as the NYPD
didn’t need any when they choked Eric

Garner to death. As it happens, the Fer-

guson police department purchased its

assault rifles and other weapons without

recourse to the Pentagon program. The
bourgeoisie will always ensure that its

hired guns get what they need to crush
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August 23: Staten Island rally pro-
testing police brutality.

“unrest,” including backup from the

National Guard and ultimately the Army
if necessary. The cops have acted and will

act like an army of occupation in minority

and poor communities, until workers

seize power and sweep away the entire

apparatus of the capitalist state.

Labor Must Fight
Racial Oppression

The St. Louis area is a crossroads

between North and South. Majority black

Ferguson is one of a myriad of suburban
hamlets a few miles from downtown St.

Louis. Whites and more middle-class

blacks live on its west side, while the pop-

ulation of the east side is more black and
working-class, all ruled over by a while

local government.

Michael Brown’s mother. Lesley
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McSpadden, is a member of the United

Food and Commercial Workers, and many
trade unionists participated in the Fergu-

son protests as individuals. The St. Louis

Coalition of Black Trade Unionists and
SEIU health care workers marched with

union banners. However, these contin-

gents were mobilized in lockstep with the

Democrats and preachers who sought to

divert protest into avenues acceptable to

the capitalist rulers.

This country’s history has shown over

and over again that the struggles of black

people and labor go forward together or

fall back separately. This was illustrated

in the building of the industrial unions in

the 1930s. To overcome the crippling eth-

nic and craft divisions among workers and

the exclusion of most unskilled workers

from the unions, it was necessary to wage
war against the color bar. Trotskyists,

Communists and other reds led several of

the key class battles that forged the CIO
industrial unions (see “Then and Now,”
page 6). As part of the CIO organizing

drive, thousands of workers in St. Louis

joined the UE electrical workers union. In

1937, a 53-day sitdown strike at Emerson
Electric was victorious, sparking strikes

involving black and white workers at sev-

eral other factories. These strikes drew
on multiracial support from the broader

community, including a campaign that

forced the St. Louis relief board to pay

relief (welfare) to the strikers.

The notion of workers collectively en-

gaging in hard struggle in their own in-

terests. much less in those of the black

masses, may come off as fantastical today.

Responsibility for this lies mainly with

the conservative bureaucrats atop the la-

bor movement, who have sapped workers’

fighting spirit by allowing the unions to be

eviscerated while barely lifting a finger in

defense of minorities. The whole perspec-

tive of the labor tops is predicated on the

lie that the working class and the owners

of industry share a common interest in the

profitability of American capitalism. By
refusing to actively fight against anti-black

racism, repression and anti-immigrant

bigotry, labor misleaders have criminally

aided the rulers in weakening and dividing

the working class. With a class-struggle

leadership, the unions could become bat-

talions of labor, fighting forjobs for all and
against every manifestation of oppression.

The Fight for Black Liberation

Liberals and Democratic politicians

are fond of urging young people today

to take the path of the I950s-’60s civil

rights movement, by which they mean
respect for bourgeois law and its enforc-

ers and the strategy of operating within

the system, especially through the ballot

box. The black middle-class leadership of

the civil rights movement, epitomized by
Dr. Marlin Luther King Jr., subordinated

the fight for black rights to Democratic
Party liberalism. The mass struggles

succeeded in dismantling the Jim Crow
system of legal segregation and passing

voting rights legislation (today under

steady attack). The smug racist and anti-

communist consensus of the 1950s was
broken down, and the door opened for the

protests against the U.S. imperialist war
in Vietnam.

But in the North, the liberal formula

for equal rights under the law provided

no answers to the miserable conditions

of black life entrenched in American
capitalist society: joblessness, crumbling

homes, overcrowded schools, racist cop

terror etc. Following the elemental ghetto

rebellions that exploded in the 1960s. a

slew of black mayors and other office-

holders were elected in order to more ef-

fectively enforce poverty and repression.

The upheavals also convinced the rulers

to fund more social programs to pacify

the ghettos, before going on to slash such

programs in subsequent decades.

Today, those who aspire to be new
liberal civil rights leaders have no bet-

ter answers than their forebears. Special

prosecutors, police review boards, inves-

tigations by Holder, a “review” by Obama
of police weaponry and training are all

about cleaning up the image of U.S. cap-

italism’s racist machinery of repression.

The Democrats only want to mobilize

black people as voting cattle for the ump-
teenth time. Tellingly, the NAACP has

announced a door-to-door voter registra-

tion campaign, with the macabre slogan:

“Mike Brown Can’t Vole, But I Can.”

The Democratic Party is a political

vehicle for the liny elite that profits from
the exploitation of workers and lords over

the oppression of blacks. What is required

is a new party based on the needs of work-

ing people, a revolutionary workers party.

Fighting to build such a party, our organ-

ization stands on the program of revolu-

tionary integrationism, which means com-
bating all aspects of racial oppression as

part of the fight for an egalitarian socialist

order—the only way to achieve real equal-

ity. For black liberation through socialist

revolution!
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1934 Slrlkes=

—
ClasS'Struggle Leadership Made the Difierence

Part One of this article

appeared in WV No. 1050

(8 August).

The 83-day West Coast

maritime strike was launched on May 9.

It was the eve of the second Minneapolis

Teamsters strike, and the second Toledo

strike was on. The largest and longest

Part Two
of the 1934 citywide strikes (Minneap-

olis and Toledo were discussed in Part

One of this article), the West Coast labor

action involved ports from Los Angeles

to Seattle. But the decisive events, first

and foremost a four-day general strike,

unfolded in San Francisco. A bat-

tle that would transform SF into a

union town for decades to come, the

strike has been the subject of count-

less labor histories, academic studies

and other works. Mike Quin’s The

Big Strike (1949) provides probably

the most thorough account. It is also

addressed at some length in such

books as Art Preis’s Labor's Giant

Step (1964), Jeremy Brecher’s Strike!

(1972) and Bruce Nelson’s Workers

on the Waterfront (1990), which is

also a superb study of the history of

“seamen, longshoremen, and union-

ism’’ up to and including the 1930s.

Regarding the 1934 West Coast

maritime strike. Nelson argues:

“Among the many threads that were
part of the Big Strike's dynamism,
four stand out as crucial: first, the

strikers' militancy, steadfastness, and
discipline in the face of an adversary

who wielded an arsenal of weapons
ranging from private security forces

and vigilantes to the bayonets and
machine guns of the National Guard;
second, a solidarity that swept aside

old craft antagonisms and culmi-

nated in a general strike; third, a

rank-and-file independence and ini-

tiative that came to mean frequent

defiance of AFL norms and officials;

and finally, in the face of an increas-

ingly hysterical and violent wave of
anli-Communist propaganda, a will-

ingness to assess the Red presence
in the strike independently, from
the workers’ own standpoint, and a

growing tendency to view Red-baiting as

an instrument of the employers."

There is no gainsaying the determination,

combativity and courage of the ranks of

the union. But it was critical that the

workers had a leadership that was ani-

mated at the time by a program of class

struggle. The workers were aware of the

importance of this leadership, which is

why they didn’t buy into the bosses’ anti-

Communisl hysteria.

Prior to the strike, San Francisco was
known as one of the most open shop cit-

ies in the U.S., the product of the crush-

ing defeat of a 1919 longshore strike.

Dock workers labored as little more
than slaves under the whip of the “Blue

Then and Now
Book’’ company union. This "union”

enforced the rule of corrupt gang bosses

who called the shots in handing out work

to men made to assemble for the daily

“shape up.” Up until 1933. the Interna-

tional Longshoremen’s Association (ILA)

in SF had been little more than a paper

union. Nationally, the union was ruled

with an iron fist by ILA president Joseph

Ryan. In the pocket of shipping bosses

and capitalist politicians who handsomely

rewarded him for his services, Ryan was
notorious for hiring thugs and murderers

to literally dispose of union militants and

keep the New York port strike-free.

which had led to the repeated defeat of

strikes by longshoremen and seamen as

well as other maritime and port workers.

The WFW frontally took on the his-

toric racism of the West Coast longshore

union, especially its refusal to allow black

workers to join. This racist exclusion made
black workers ready fodder for the employ-

ers’ strikebreaking wars. In 1934, black

longshoremen in San Francisco were few.

Isolated in segregated gangs on two docks,

they were widely distrusted, if not openly

haled, for their role as scabs in previous

longshore strikes. Addressing the deadly

danger of this racial animosity to the

Union longshoremen picket San Francisco docks during 1934 strike.

Bancroft Library

After joining the ILA, together with

thousands of other West Coast longshore-

men. in the summer of 1933. the Commu-
nist Party (CP) supporters in the Albion

Hall group emerged as a caucus that

would successfully challenge Ryan and

his stooges on the West Coast for lead-

ership. The group’s Waterfront Worker
(WFW) newsletter had run articles pre-

paring the membership to take on the

employers and the government. Voicing

the growing anger and fighting spirit of

the longshoremen, it put forward a strategy

for victory. It stressed not only the need

to smash the hated “Blue Book” company
union, but also to break through the AFL
bureaucracy’s lily-white craft unionism.

National Guard
occupying
San Francisco’s
waterfront during
port strike,

July 1934.

union’s fight, the WFW called for inte-

grated gangs on the docks and demanded a

fight to bring black workers into the union.

Gaining authority through its lead-

ership of several job actions on the SF
docks, the Albion Hall group put forward

a series of demands. The chief one was
the call for a union hiring hall to break

the employer’s total control over hiring in

the slave-market “shape up.” In addition,

the group sought to end the pitting of port

against port, and worker against worker,

by securing a coastwide agreement and

cementing the fighting unity of all organ-

ized and unorganized maritime and port

workers. At a February-March 1934 con-

vention of rank-and-file delegates repre-

senting 14,000 longshoremen on the West
Coast, the Albion Hall group’s demands
were adopted. Following the convention,

the union ranks overwhelmingly voted in

favor of a strike. Members of the Albion

Hall group were elected to the strike

committee in San Francisco, with Harry
Bridges as its leader.

After repealed efforts by the Federal

government of Franklin Roosevelt and
the ILA misleaders to head off a strike

through an arbitrated settlement, on May
9 longshoremen up and down the West
Coast walked off the job. Seamen’s unions,
which had their own contract demands,
quickly joined them. By the end of May, at

least 25,000 maritime workers were out. In

the first few days of the strike, the employ-
ers had recruited nearly 1,000 scabs in San

Francisco, including a siz-

able contingent from the UC
Berkeley football team. Crit-

ical to stopping the move-

ment of scab cargo off the docks were the

Teamsters. Defying the longtime head of

the SF Teamsters local. Mike Casey—

a

trusted ally of the employers and the city’s

rulers who had ordered his members to

scab on previous longshore strikes—the

Teamsters membership decided to honor

the strike.

On the first day of the strike, Albion

Hall member and strike leader Henry

Schmidt, together with one of the few

black members of the SF ILA local, went

to the pier where most of the black long-

shoremen were still working and called

on them to join the strike and the union.

Some 75 black longshoremen were

signed up, many returning to their

neighborhoods to convince others not

to get taken in by employer appeals

for scab labor. Breaking through the

racist color bar—which was and is a

central weapon of America’s capital-

ist rulers in their bid to divide and

conquer workers in struggle—the

strike leaders wrote an important

page in U.S. labor history, one that

would prove vital to the upcoming
Congress of Industrial Organizations

(CIO) union organizing battles. The
growing ranks of black longshore-

men in the Bay Area longshore local

became a militant backbone of the

union as a whole.

The San Francisco
General Strike

Given the importance of shipping

to the U.S. economy, the West Coast

maritime strike had to counter even

greater government intervention than

the strikes in Minneapolis and Toledo.

Roosevelt personally intervened to

postpone the first strike deadline, to

which the ILA bureaucrats agreed.

After the strike erupted, the Assis-

tant Secretary of Labor. Edward
McGrady. was sent in to try to end it.

Ryan and other AFL leaders worked
in cahoots with the shipping bosses

and the government, both nationally

and locally, providing a graphic example
of the treachery of the union official-

dom. Early American socialist Daniel De
Leon popularized the apt description of

the AFL tops as "labor lieutenants of the

capitalist class.”

Ryan flew to the West Coast in order

to foist deals on the membership that he

had cooked up in backroom negotiations.

He was roundly repudiated by the ranks

amid catcalls and cries of “fink” and
“faker.” Teamsters leader Mike Casey,
who was also part of those negotiations,

had vowed to get members of his union

back on the job moving scab cargo. After

witnessing the reception given to Ryan by

longshoremen, Casey quickly backed off

his promise.

As the economy reeled under the impact

of the strike, San Francisco’s Industrial

Association—a conglomerate of the city’s

most powerful financial and other capital-

ist interests—moved in to lake charge of

the strikebreaking and open the port. A
torrent of red-baiting attacks on the strike

leadership was unleashed in an effort to

prepare “public opinion" for a bloody
onslaught against the workers. The Hearst

press blasted the strike as “COMMU-
NISM VS. AMERICAN LABOR.” while

California’s Republican governor, Frank
Merriam, raved against the “horde of irre-

sponsible, professional agitators” lead-

ing "sabotage strikes.” Such rants were
echoed by the leadership of the SF Cen-
tral Labor Council (CLC) which passed
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a motion on June 22 “strongly advisjingj

the International Longshoremen’s Associ-

ation. its members and representatives, to

disavow all connections with the commu-
nistic element on the waterfront.”

The main battle took place on July 5.

With the city’s rulers promising to open

the port that day. more than 2.000 strik-

ers massed at the docks to stop the move-

ment of scab cargo. An army of cops and

deputies unleashed tear and “vomit” gas

on the crowd. Driven back, the picketers

retreated up Rincon Hill. Armed with

only sticks and stones, they built barri-

cades, fought off the police and retreated

to higher ground. After hours of fighting,

the strikers made their way to the ILA
union hall. Here they were ambushed

by hundreds of cops who opened fire on

those outside the half and hurled tear gas

canisters inside, to drive other workers out

into the line of gun fire. Over 70 workers

were shot, most in the back. ILA mem-
ber Howard Sperry and Nick Bordoise. a

CP supporter and member of the Cooks

Union, lay dead on the blood-drenched

street.

At the end of the day. Governor Mcr-

riam ordered in the National Guard to

occupy the waterfront. Some 2,000 troops

were supplied with bayoneted rifles and

machine guns and issued orders to “shoot

to kill.” The balance of forces had dra-

matically shifted to the disadvantage of

the strikers. As Harry Bridges said, “We
cannot stand up against police, machine

guns, and National Guard bayonets.”

But that equation would soon change.

With support already building for a gen-

eral strike of union members around the

Bay Area, a signal event set it off. On July

9. tens of thousands of workers marched

silently and solemnly up Market Street in

San Francisco in a funeral procession for

the two slain picketers. Even the official

record of the Industrial Association spoke

to the impact of this powerful display of

proletarian discipline: “As the last marcher

broke ranks, the certainty of a general

strike, which up to this time had appeared

to many to be a visionary dream of a small

group of the most radical workers, became
for the first time a practical and realizable

objective" (quoted in The Big Sirike).

The Teamsters, once again defying

Casey, went on strike on July 12. By
then over 60 unions had voted in favor

of a general strike. Amid an avalanche of

working-class anger and a determination

to strike, the local AFL officials on the

CLC moved to contain it by designating

themselves the leaders of the “strike strat-

egy" committee. The general strike began

on July 16 and ended four days later.

Strikers manned picket lines on highways

leading into the city. Nothing was sup-

posed to move without permission of the

strike committee, and the workers main-

tained proletarian order and discipline.

San Francisco was crippled, with at least

100.000 workers out. But the employers

and the government had an ace in the

hole, the treacherous AFL bureaucrats.

Throughout the general strike. CLC
head Edward Vandeleur maintained direct

contact with SF city officials and with the

head of Roosevelt’s NRA agency. General

Hugh Johnson. Just two days into the gen-

eral strike, the CLC strike committee put

forward a resolution calling for govern-

ment arbitration of all issues in the water-

front strike. Despite the bitter opposition

of longshoremen and seamen, the measure

narrowly passed in a disputed vote.

The same day, the police. National

Guard troops and strikebreaking vigi-

lantes launched an anti-Communisi reign

of terror. A series of raids began on the

CP’s Marine Workers' Industrial Union,

the offices of the party’s newspaper, the

Western Worker, and many other rad-

ical organizations and meeting places.

Offices, furniture and equipment were

smashed and those inside beaten bloody,

leaving a trail of victims who were then

rounded up and arrested.

Raising the prospect that martial law

would be declared and union delegates

arrested, on July 19 the CLC bureaucrat'

put forward a motion to end the genera

strike. Narrowly passing by a vote of 191

to 174, with most delegates abstaining.

SF Public Libfafy

Bancroft Library

Above; Longshore strike leader Harry Bridges (center) on July 9,

day of mass funeral for two unionists kiiled in cop attack. Left:

San Francisco offices of CP newspaper, the IVesfern Worker,

trashed by anti-union thugs on July 17.

the strike was ended after four days. Cal-

ifornia governor Merriam gave thanks

that “the sane, intelligent, right-thinking

leadership in the labor organizations has

prevailed over the rash counsel of com-

munistic and radical agitators." Mayor
Angelo Rossi joined in celebrating “the

real leaders of organized labor” and was.

in turn, congratulated by ILA president

Joseph Ryan.

With their backs against the wall, long-

shoremen voted to accept arbitration on

July 21. Honoring their commitment to

stay out until all the maritime unions had

voted, the longshoremen delayed going

back to work for ten days. Returning to

work on July 31, maritime and dock work-

ers marched together across the Embar-

cadero, a disciplined and unbroken pro-

letarian corps.

Although forced to submit to the very

arbitration process they had repeatedly

rejected, the longshoremen and seamen
went back armed with confidence In the

power of their class. Through repeated

job actions over the months to come, they

drove all the scabs off the waterfront

and established work rules and condi-

tions in defiance of the conditions of the

settlement.

The arbitrated settlement had granted

hiring halls run jointly by the employers

and the unions. Under this arrangement,

the ILA was put in control ofjob dispatch

but employers were still allowed to choose

among the available workforce. With the

union in charge of dispatch and the long-

shoremen ready to take on any employer

who refused to hire candidates from the

hall, the union would solidify its control

of hiring. However, the very strike leaders

who had politically armed the workers to

take on the bosses and their government

would soon come to embrace Roosevelt's

Democratic Party administration and sub-

ordinate the workers’ struggles to it.

Aftermath

The 1934 Toledo. Minneapolis and San
Francisco strikes opened the road to the

class battles later in the decade that finally

organized workers in the mass production

industries into the CIO. Originally set up

as a committee inside the AFL by John

L. Lewis and other union officials, unions

associated with the drive to organize indus-

trial workers were expelled from the AFL
in 1936, reflecting the commitment of the

craft-union bureaucrats to only allowing

skilled workers into the “house of labor.”

The AFL and CIO would remain separate

federations for close to two decades.

In his book John L. Lewis: An Unau-

thorized Biography (1949), Saul Alinsky

described what led Lewis to spearhead

the CIO organizing:

“Lewis watched the unrest and flare-ups

of violence through the summer of 1934.

He saw the Dunne Brothers in Minneapolis

lead a general strike of truck drivers into a

virtual civil war. Blood ran in Minneapolis.

“In San Francisco a general strike spear-

headed by Harry Bridges’ Longshore-
men's Union paralyzed the great Western

city for four days.

“Before that year was out. seven hun-

dred thousand workers had struck. Lewis
could read the revolutionary handwrit-

ing on the walls of American industry.

He knew the workers were seething and

aching to be organized."

The fact that the three 1934 citywide

strikes had been led by leftists alarmed

Lewis, who was determined to cut off

Communists and Socialists from gain-

ing leadership of the radicalized workers.

Despite his political conservatism and

contempt for union democracy. Lewis

was at the same time a more farsighted

bureaucrat who perceived the need to

organize industrial unions in the mass

production industries.

Lewis—who had driven reds out of the

UMW and exterminated every vestige of

opposition to his dictatorial rule of the

union—now saw the usefulness of the tal-

ented and experienced CP unionists in the

fight to build the CIO. The political pre-

condition for Lewis bringing CP members

and supporters on board as organizers

was the party’s 1935 turn to supporting

Roosevelt as the representative of a so-

called “progressive wing” of the Ameri-

can bourgeoisie. The impetus for this turn

was the coming to power of Hitler’s Nazis

in Germany in 1933. a monstrous defeat

for which the policies of Stalin's "Third

Period" bore no small responsibility.

The Stalinists and Social Democrats

in Germany, who commanded the alle-

giance of millions of workers, did noth-

ing to mobilize them in united action to

smash Hitler’s brownshirts. The leaders

of the Social Democratic Party had long

ago gone over to the side of their “own”

bourgeoisie in opposition to the fight for

workers power. For its part, the CP crim-

inally equated the Social Democrats with

the capitalists’ fascist shock troops. After

the resulting disaster in Germany. Stalin

dumped the ultra-radical rhetoric of the

“Third Period.” By 1935, in the name of

the "popular front against fascism,” the

Communist Parties around the world were

ordered to ally with the “democratic”

bourgeoisie against Nazi Germany.

Having many years earlier abandoned

Marxist class principles in the service

of the policies of the Moscow Stalin-

ist bureaucracy, few Communists in the

U.S., or for that matter anywhere else,

objected. They were all too accustomed

to changing their political positions on

a dime. In many ways, Darcy. Bridges

et al., who broke with the CP’s “Third

Period” denunciations of the AFL unions

as “social fascist” and went into the ILA.

were simply premature popular frontists.

CP supporters would be among the lead-

ers of the gigantic working-class struggles

that forged the CIO in the late 1930s. Car-

rying the American trade-union movement

to unprecedented heights, these strikes set

the stage for the further development of

class consciousness in the working class,

the most advanced elements of which were

receptive to the idea of forming a workers

party in opposition to the two capitalist

parties. But the Stalinists and other strike

leaders channeled these workers into sup-

port for FDR's Democratic Party. As Bol-

shevik leader Leon Trotsky succinctly

wrote in "Trade Unions in the Epoch of

Imperialist Decay” (1940):

"The rise of the CIO is incontrovertible

evidence of the revolutionary tendencies

within the working masses. Indicative

and noteworthy in the highest degree,

however, is the fact that the new 'left-

ist' trade union organization was no
sooner founded than it fell into the steel

embrace of the imperialist slate. The
struggle among the tops between the

old federation and the new is reducible

in large measure to the struggle for the

sympathy and support of Roosevelt and
his cabinet.”

Only the Trotskyists of the CLA, whose
supporters led the Minneapolis Teamsters’

strikes, remained true to the principles and

program of revolutionary Marxism. The
A.J. Musle-led American Workers Party

(AWP) had merged with the Communist
League of America following the Toledo

and Minneapolis strikes to found the Work-
ers Party of the United States in December
1934. But Muste soon relumed to the pul-

pit of religious pacifism and later preached

the strategy of nonviolence to future liberal

leaders of the civil rights movement and.

in his final years, to Vietnam antiwar pro-

testers. Other leaders of his organization

made their own kind of peace with capi-

talist society. Nonetheless, a number of the

AWP veterans of “The Battle of Toledo”

remained adherent.s of Trotskyism, that is.

continued on page 8

President
Roosevelt joined
by CIO leader
John L. Lewis
(second from
right) during
1936 election rally.
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Then and Now...
(continuedfrom page 7)

to the ideals and goals that had inspired the

1917 Russian Revolution.

Spreading out from their base in Min-

neapolis, the Trotskyists were at the fore-

front of organizing truckers throughout

the Midwest, transforming the weak,

craft-divided Teamsters into a power-

ful industrial union. This course was

obstructed when the Roosevelt admin-

istration. aided and abetted by Teamster

president Daniel Tobin, brought sedition

charges under the Smith Act against the

Trotskyists for their opposition to the

interimperialist slaughter of World War
II. The central union leaders in Minne-

apolis as well as national Trotskyist lead-

ers—29 in all—were convicted and jailed.

Criminally, the CP supported the govern-

ment's persecution of the Trotskyists.

While the Stalinists have long por-

trayed WWII as a great democratic war

against fascism, the Trotskyists recog-

nized that, like World War I, it was a

conflict between the imperialist powers

to redivide the world. Calling for the

defeat of all the imperialist combatants,

the Trotskyists took no side between the

competing Allied and Axis powers. At
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In name of “anti-fascist unity” during
World War II, Stalinist CP sought
to enforce no-strike pledge, eulo-
gized Imperialist Commander-In-
Chief Roosevelt.

the .same time, they fought steadfastly

for the unconditional military defense of

the Soviet bureaucratically degenerated

workers state.

In contrast, the Stalinists were among
the most rabid supporters of U.S. impe-

rialism during the war. portraying it as a

supposed “anti-fascist” ally of the Soviet

workers state against Hitler’s Germany. In

the West Coast longshore union. Bridges

enforced a no-strike pledge and massive

speedup on the docks as part of the war

effort. He also played a major role in

smashing a 1944 strike by Montgomery
Ward workers in the Midwest. Ordering

the now ClO-affiliated International Long-

shore and Warehouse Union (ILWU) on

the West Coast to ship scab cargo. Bridges

went on to urge all of labor to make a per-

manent no-.strike pledge, not only during

the war but “indefinitely thereafter."

For a Revolutionary
Workers Party!

Crime, as they say, does not pay. A
few years after the end of the war, lead-

ers of the Communist Party were them-

selves prosecuted under the Smith Act as

purported advocates of the “violent over-

throw” of the U.S. government. Bridges

himself was repeatedly hauled into the

courts and threatened with deportation

on charges of being a CP member. We
take no satisfaction in the bitter irony that

the Stalinists were themselves prosecuted

under the very laws that they had urged

the capitalist state to bring down on the

Trotskyists. These trials were opening

shots in the first Cold War against the

Soviet Union. U.S. imperialism’s “ally”

in WWII.
Communists and other militants who

had led the CIO organizing battles were

driven from the unions. This witchhunt

was codified in the 1947 Tafl-Hartley

Act. which demanded a “loyalty oath”

from union officials and outlawed sympa-

thy strikes, hot cargoing and other class-

struggle weapons that had built the unions.

In 1949-50, eleven unions associated with

the CP, including the ILWU. were expelled

from the CIO. The red purges cemented

the leadership of a hardened pro-capitalist.

anti-Communisl bureaucracy whose first

loyalty was to U.S. imperialism.

The bureaucrats condemned, and con-

tinue to condemn, Tafl-Hartley as a

“slave-labor act.” But the union mislead-

ers themselves helped put on the shackles

Pathfinder Press

Eighteen leaders of SWP and Minneapolis Teamsters were sent to prison In

1943 for opposition to imperialist World War II.

and have bowed before the government’s

strikebreaking laws ever since, sapping

the fighting strength of the unions. A
watershed was when the labor tops let

Reagan get away with smashing the

PATCO air traffic controllers strike in

1981. While mouthing impotent words of

“solidarity.” the AFL-CIO leadership did

nothing to mobilize the powerful airline

unions in strike action to shut down the

airports. The aftermath has been a three-

decade tsunami of union-busting that has

devastated the ranks of organized labor.

The AFL leaders of old abhorred the

cla.ss struggle. Today, the union tops argue

that it is simply not possible for labor to

struggle. Instead, to preserve their dimin-

ishing dues base, they engage in dog-eat-

dog jurisdictional disputes with other

unions, a throwback to the backstabbing of

the craft unions that had to be surmounted

to organize industrial unions. Rather than

mobilizing for battle against the capitalist

rulers, the bureaucrats peddle the lie that

the workers have a stake in maintaining

capitalist profitability. This class collabo-

ration is codified in the subordination of

labor to the parties of the capitalist class

enemy, particularly the Democrats.

To be sure, it is not easy for the workers

to win in the face of the forces arrayed

against them. The situation is all the more
daunting given the ebb of class and social

struggle, a condition reinforced by the

decades of betrayals by the trade-union

bureaucracy. But the rulers, aided by their

labor lieutenants, cannot extinguish the

class struggle that is bom of the irrecon-

cilable conflict of interests between work-

ers and their exploiters. The very condi-

tions that grind down workers today can

and will propel them into battle, together

with their allies, against the class enemy.

Winning these battles is, at bottom, a

question of leadership.

The 1934 strikes showed what mili-

tant unions could accomplish in a period

of growing class and social discontent.

Under a leadership that grasped the class

nature of American capitalist society and

the social power of those whose labor

makes it run. the workers fought against

improbable odds and won. These are the

kind of battles that will need to be waged
today to organize the growing masses of

unorganized workers. For the workers to

prevail over their exploiters, it is essential

to win them to a Marxist political program

that links labor’s fight to the building of

a multiracial revolutionary workers party

capable of leading the struggle to do away
with this whole system of wage slavery

through socialist revolution. Although our

forces are currently small, it is the pur-

pose of the Spartacist League, as it was
of our Trotskyist forebears, to win the

workers through patient education and in

the course of struggle to the program and
perspective of forging the party of inter-

national working-class revolution.

Alabama...
(continuedfrom page 2)

in Alabama, and reiterated its demand to

the bourgeoisie that the American troops

in Vietnam be sent to Alabama. The gro-

tesqueness of the demand is clear when
one recalls what troops are fighting in

Vietnam—the notorious Marines and the

anti-communist elite “Special Forces”!

For “revolutionists” to proclaim that the

democratic revolution in the South can be

carried out on the bayonets of imperial-

ism. instead of by the organized black and
white workers in struggle against such

forces, is simple treachery.

Breach in the Democratic Party

In spite of Johnson's efforts to make his

voting rights bill “work” for racist cap-

italism, it appears that what will emerge
is a potentially valuable concession by the

power structure to the civil rights move-
ment, giving Negroes in Alabama and sev-

eral other states the right to vote. Of course

the ruling class intends to do all it can to

assure that this right is not exercised in a

way that would threaten it. i.e., by going

outside the Democratic-Republican party

framework. In addition, it is vital to note

that (as numerous news analysts have
pointed out) the bill applies in practice

solely to those Southern states in which

Democratic machines bolted for (Repub-
lican presidential candidate Barry] Gold-

water in 1964, while ignoring the voter

restrictions of other states, such as Loui-

siana, which remained loyal to Johnson.

Thus, it is obvious that Johnson wishes to

pay back Governor Wallace and various

other Southern politicians for this defec-

tion. Through the services of King and

other “policemen,” Johnson feels he has the

Southern Negro vote “in the bag” and can

afford to push a voting law through Con-
gress—toward pulling the rug out from

under his opponents inside the Democratic

Party with black votes in 1966 and ’68.

A Southern Labor Party

Recognizing this trap, civil-rights mil-

itants in the South must make it their

main task to broaden the struggle for

democratic rights into a political struggle

against Johnson and the two-party fraud,

and to work towards an independent party

based on the needs of the Negro people

and the whole working class. With such

an organization, ready to defend itself

and its people from the racist attacks of

cops, troopers, and hoodlums, black peo-

ple would have little trouble getting and

keeping the right to vote. Federal law or

no. Only in the context of organizing for

independent political struggle does voter

registration have meaning.

In addition, the civil rights movement
must realize that it cannot look to the

Federal government for "protection" of
any sort. If the past history of Federal

inaction and collaboration with the seg-

regationist apparatus is not enough proof,

the Selma case should make it clear that

Johnson will mobilize Federal forces and

pass voting-rights bills only when he feels

that the interests of the American racist

status quo will benefit. Once the Negro
people begin to assert their real power
and independence, and attempt to use

these laws for their own political action,

these same troops will be turned against

them in the interests of racist oppression.

The civil-rights movement will then find

itself witch-hunted, its meetings raided

and supporters arrested, by the same
F.B.I. it is presently beseeching to protect

it. The illusion of “non-violence” spread

by King and others is a criminal disarm-

ing of black people, and is consistent with

the role of these "leaders” as agents of

the power structure. The movement must

scrap these illusions once and for all and
begin to organize the Negro people to

defend themselves from violence. The
movement must look to itself, not to the

Federal government, for protection.

By developing now a party command-
ing respect and winning gains through the

organization of black power, yet a party

without racial exclusivism. Negro militants

will lay the basis for eventual working-class

fusion. This fusion will come about when

the exploited section of the white South is

driven into opposition and in desperation

is compelled to forego color prejudice in

order to struggle along class lines against

its real enemies—the owners of land and
industry and their state.

Only Through Struggle

The Selma-Montgomery events must
be clearly recognized as an intended per-

version of the civil-rights movement. But
militants can turn the projected empty
voting-rights law against the Democrats,
against the maintenance of the capitalist

system, the survival of which is inextrica-

bly linked with the continued oppression
of black people. The key to filling the

voting process with content is voting for
and building a new party fighting for the

political, social and economic rights and
needs of the working people.*
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Teachers...
(continuedfrom pa^e 3)

Twenty percent will have dropped out by

senior year.

Anti-Union Assault on
Public Education

The background to the court decision

in Vergara v. California is the increasing

privatization of public education along

with systemic racial segregation. Quality

schools prepare the exceptional and the

wealthy for Stanford while urban holding

pens prepare poor black and Latino stu-

dents for Pelican Bay slate prison. Nobody
is talking about privatizing schools in

Palo Alto, although Silicon Valley is the

cockpit of the privateers.

Privatization is a way for the capitalist

government to slash the cost of educating

poor and minority youth. But for individ-

ual capitalists, there is money to be made.

K-12 education in America is a $500
billion-plus market. Including higher ed

and career training, the education sector

represents 9 percent of the U.S. GDP,
more than either energy or technology.

Why is Silicon Valley the cockpit of edu-

cation privatization? Testing, text books,

teaching apps and software are growth

industries. Replace teachers with iPads and

apps. and you can test, direct and monitor

what the little devils are doing every min-

ute of the day. The Silicon Valley-based

Rocketship chain of charter schools says it

saves half a million dollars a year by using

fewer teachers, replacing them with non-

certified instructors at $15 per hour. These

instructors monitor up to 130 kids at a time

in cubicles in the schools' computer labs.

L.A. Unified has no money to fix crum-

bling schools or to hire enough teachers at

a decent salary, but it found money to give

every student an iPad.

Teachers unions are the biggest ob-

stacle to privatization. So the Bush and

Obama administrations teamed up with

philanthropists like the Gates Founda-

tion. Los Angeles billionaire Eli Broad

and Walmart’s Walton Family Founda-

tion to bust or eviscerate teachers unions

under the watchword of “reform.” Rock-

etship shows one way to replace teachers

with Walmart-style associates. Teach for

America another. That program recruits

students from elite universities for a brief

passage through ghetto schools.

What docs school “reform" look like on

the ground? In 2004. Oakland launched

a “small schools” campaign backed, in

part, by a $9.5 million Gates Founda-

tion grant. The city closed a dozen large

schools and opened 48 small ones in their

place. Fremont High, one of Oakland’s

worst-performing schools, with 1.862 stu-

dents. was broken into five high schools.

Result: an exponential increase in admin-

istrative bureaucracy and costs, no notice-

able change in academic performance.

In 2009. after spending $2 billion on its

“small schools” experiment, with poor and

minority students as guinea pigs. Gates

admitted failure.

In 201 3, then-superintendent Tony Smith

reconsolidated Oakland's three worst

high schools, including Fremont, turning

them into—you guessed it
—

“community
schools.” This meant firing all the teach-

ers. who could only be selectively hired

back as “teachers on special assignment"

with eleven-month contracts that had to be

renewed annually. One teacher "reconsol-

idated” out of a job was Oakland Unified

veteran Michael Jackson. He had put in

27 years at Fremont, founding its Media
Academy in 1986, a bright spot in those

fenced-in grounds of concentrated desola-

tion. One Media Academy student told the

lively campus newspaper Green and Gold
(12 June 2013) that even before she got to

Fremont “my sisters and her friends were

talking about Jackson and how he bailed

a student out of jail so he could walk the

stage.” Jackson was close to retirement

anyway, but now he was forced out, gone.

The L.A. schools also experimented

with a variation of Smith’s "community
schools.” In 2008. L.A. mayor Antonio Vil-

laraigosa, a Democrat and former teachers

union organizer, spearheaded the "Part-

nership for Los Angeles Schools.” Under

this initiative, eleven poorly resourced

public schools were placed in a "turn-

around” program. All school staff were

fired and told to reapply for their jobs.

Typical was Markham Middle School in

Walts, which replaced its veteran teachers

with “Teach for America” freshmen. The
following year, the "Terminator” gover-

nor Arnold Schwarzenegger cut education

funding by some $10 billion, resulting in

the loss of more than 2.000 L.A. teachers.

Markham saw a 72 percent reduction in

teaching staff. The following school year,

these vacancies were covered by a rotating

pool of substitutes.

In response, the Southern California

ACLU recruited students from three of

L.A.’s poorest middle schools, including

Markham, as plaintiffs for a 2010 lawsuit,

Reed V. Slate of California. In the name
of protecting students' rights to equal and

Silicon Valley mogul David Welch, ar-

chitect of anti-union Vergara lawsuit.

adequate public education, the suit tar-

geted teacher seniority, blaming the pol-

icy of “last hired, first fired” for the dis-

proportionate impact of the 2009 layoffs

on the poorest schools. As if shredding

seniority would attract better teachers to

under-resourced ghetto and barrio schools!

Rather than fighting layoffs or fighting for

more resources for poor schools and their

teachers, the ACLU attacked the teachers.

The Vergara Cabal

The Vergara suit expanded Reed and

look it statewide. Aimed at five provisions

of the California Education Code govern-

ing teacher job protection and seniority.

Vergara argued that by making the firing

of “grossly ineffective teachers” difficult,

these laws made the concentration of bad

teachers at poor and minority schools inev-

itable. thereby violating the constitutional

right of students attending those schools

to equal access to quality education.

Let’s be clear. California teachers do not

have tenure as you might understand it—
lifetime employment. During a two-year

probation period, teachers can be fired

without cause; after two years, a cause

must be given and is subject to review

by an arbiter, just as in any union job

and many non-union jobs. This provides

certified teachers with partial protection

against arbitrary firings for such things as

skin pigment, sexual orientation, political

views or criticizing the administration.

Vergara was initiated in 2010 by Sili-

con Valley fiber optics entrepreneur David

Welch and his nonprofit Students Matter.

The defendants were Governor Brown
and his state superintendent of public

instruction. Tom Torlakson. The two state

teachers unions, the California Teachers

Association and California Federation of

Teachers, joined the suit as codefendants

so they would have standing.

Welch, who has no background in

education or education policy, modeled

his Students Matter on Michelle Rhee’s

StudenlsFirsi. During her brief tenure as

Washington. D.C., schools chancellor.

Rhee trashed union rights for teachers. The
high-pressure, teach-to-the-test regime
she imposed generated a correspondingly

massive cheating scandal before she was
run out of town. Students Matter support-

ers include not only Rhee’s StudentsFirsi

but also the California Charier Schools

Association. Oakland’s Tony Smith and

Los Angeles Unified superintendent John

Deasy. Deasy, a former deputy director at

the Gales Foundation, was both plaintiff

and defendant in the Vergara suit.

In L.A.. Deasy implemented the so-

called Value-Added Model (VAM) for

assessing teachers ba.sed on test scores.

VAM comes straight out of corporate

American culture k la Silicon Valley.

There employees are assessed on how
much "value” each contributes to the bot-

tom line. Every year the bottom 5 percent

are cut. stimulating performance through

cutthroat competition. Nothing succeeds

like fear itself. During the Vergara trial.

Deasy denied any connection between stu-

dent performance and poverty. "I believe

the statistics correlate.” he said, “but I

don’t believe in causality.”

In an article on VAM titled “The
Harm Behind the Hype," Stanford edu-

cation professor Linda Darling-Hammond
explained: “Test scores largely reflect

whom a teacher teaches, not how well

they leach. In particular, teachers show
lower gains when they have large numbers

of new English-Iearners and students with

disabilities than when they teach other

students. This is true even when statisti-

cal methods are used to ’control’ for stu-

dent characteristics” (Education Weekly,

5 March 2012). Bottom line: The most

precise determinant of student success is

the student’s zip code.

Misinformation Campaign
The Vergara suit originally recruited

three white and five Latino students

as plaintiffs. (A black student was only

added later.) The three white plaintiffs

and one Latina did not testify or make
any submissions at all. Education writer

Alan Singer reported in the Huffington

Post (24 August): “The father of one of

the white students is president of a coffee

and tea company with between $10 and

$25 million in annual revenue and over

fifty employees. The father of the second

while student is vice-president of Wilshire

Associates, an investment management

company. The parents of the third white

student are wealthy real estate developers

specializing in the affluent Encino mar-

ket.” Such were the (silent) spokesmen for

the dispossessed and downtrodden.

Beatriz and Elizabeth Vergara, after

whom the suit is named, both attended a

“pilot school” in L.A. that is free to fire

teachers at the end of the school year for

any reason. Plaintiffs Monterroza and

Martinez both attended charter schools

that do not recognize teacher seniority

or job protection. One teacher accused

by the suit of being very bad was Pasa-

dena's 2013 teacher of the year, a 2011

Pasadena Educational Foundation grant

recipient and a 2008 recipient of the Star

of E4ucation Award from the NAACP’s
Altadena chapter. Another teacher had

never received a negative evaluation in

her 28-year career.

The defendants made a number of

motions challenging whether the plain-

tiffs had any legal standing whatsoever.

i.c.. whether they could demonstrate per-

sonal harm from teacher seniority and

job protection. The unions complacently

thought that the case would be thrown out.

Instead, higher courts threw out the chal-

lenges. The case went to trial in January.

Judge Rolf Treu of the California Supe-

rior Court for the County of Los Angeles,

obscenely citing Brown v. Board of Edu-

cation, ruled:

"Evidence has been elicited in this trial

of the specific effect of grossly ineffec-

tive teachers on students. The evidence

is compelling. Indeed, it shocks the con-

science.... There is also no dispute that

there are a significant number of grossly

ineffective teachers currently active in

California classrooms."

How did Judge Treu uncover the shock-

ing "number of grossly ineffective teach-

ers?” The ruling declared; “Dr. Berliner,

an expert called by State Defendants,

testified that 1-3% of teachers in Califor-

nia are grossly ineffective. Given that the

evidence showed roughly 275,000 active

teachers in this state, the extrapolated

number of grossly ineffective teachers

ranges from 2,750 to 8,250.” But Berliner

told the Los Angeles Daily News (13 June):

“I never said that.” He added. “I’m on

record as saying I’ve visited hundreds of

classrooms and I’ve never seen a ‘grossly

ineffective teacher’.” Berliner had testified

about flaws in VAM. Asked to estimate

the percentage of teachers who might fall

into VAM’s low-performance category for

four straight years, he guessed it was I

to 3 percent. The Daily News reported,

"He was alarmed, he said, when he read

the ruling and saw how his ‘guesstimate’

was used.”

If you hadn’t heard of the Vergara case,

despite its Importance, don’t blame your-

self. The California Teachers Association

and California Federation of Teachers

have done nothing to take the case out of

the courtroom and into the streets, except

a modest protest in L.A. on the day of the

decision. Instead, their response to the

decision is to appeal to the very courts that

denied their earlier motions. In contrast,

the union-busters and school-privateers

behind Students Matter have not restricted

their cause to the courthouse. They went

public with a high-powered PR campaign,

and are going national.

The two national teachers unions, the

American Federation of Teachers and the

National Education Association, repre-

sent about a quarter of all union members
nationally, with 4.6 million members. No
wonder this bastion of unionization has

been in the crosshairs of Wall Street and

the While House. Despite their numbers,

teachers alone wield little social power.

But as we argued in "Beware Liberal

Union Busters!”, teachers can and must be

a bridge between the communities they

serve, especially the ghettos and barrios,

and organized labor in this country.

One last point; The kids locked up in

classrooms seven hours a day. nine months

a year for 12-13 years, are our future. What
happens to them there affects the trans-

mission of culture, science and history to

the next generation, or lack thereof.*

Spartacus Youth Club Classes

BAY AREA
Thursday, Sept. 11, 7:30 p.m.

The Origins of American
Slavery to the Civil War
San Francisco State University

Cesar Chavez Student Center
Room T-153

Information and readings:

(510) 839-0851
sycbayarea@fastmail.net

TORONTO
Thursday, Sept. 18, 7 p.m.

Karl Marx Was Right!

University of Toronto
Sidney Smith Hall. Room 2114

100 St. George Street

Information and readings:

(416) 593-4138 • spartcan@on, aibn.com

CHICAGO
Wednesday, Sept. 10, 4 p.m.

Meet the Marxists!

Roosevelt Branch Chicago Public Library

2nd Floor, Meeting Room
1101 W. Taylor Street

Information and readings:
(312) 563-0441 • chicagosyc@sbcglobal.net

VANCOUVER
Wednesday, Sept. 17, 6:30 p.m.

The Principles of Marxism

Against Religion, Superstition
and Idealism

University of British Columbia
Irving Barber Learning Centre (IBLC)

Room 315
Information and readings. (604) 687-0353
trotskyist_vancouver@shawcabte.com

Visit the ICL Web Site; www.icl<fl.org
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Iraq...
(continuedfrom page 12)

descent into sheer chaos. And it is U.S.

imperialism that is the bloodiest enemy

of the world's working people, as most

graphically illustrated by the hundreds

upon hundreds of thousands of Iraqis

slaughtered in the service of its quest

for dominance in the region. Any force,

however unsavory, that attacks, repels or

otherwise impedes U.S. forces strikes a

blow in the interests of the exploited and

the oppressed.

Washington Moots “Stupid Shit”

It is now acknowledged by many bour-

geois spokesmen that the U.S. created the

“mess” in Iraq. This is normally followed

by the injunction that it is Washington’s

job to fix it. Obama's current and patently

farcical plan for a fix is tantamount to

attempting to cure cholera by infect-

ing the patient with Ebola. It is coming

from a president who. a few months ago,

intoned that U.S. foreign policy should be

informed by the concept “Don’t do stu-

pid shit.” At about the same time. Dick

Cheney and neocon Bill Kristol received

Reuters

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry
with Iraqi Kurdish regional presi-

dent’s chief of staff at Erbil airport,

June 24.

much media coverage for their claims that

the weak-kneed Obama was conciliating

the enemies of the U.S. in the Near East

and Russia, thereby squandering the fruits

of the American “victories” in Iraq and

Afghanistan. This received a humorous
savaging on The Daily Show.

Congressional Republicans quickly

endorsed the Cheney-Kristol refrain.

None, however, have been so bold as to

push legislation for an increased U.S. mil-

itary presence, as they are facing midterm

elections with a populace not currently

disposed to go there. From the president

to John McCain, none have dared suggest

the reintroduction of American "boots

on the ground.” Meanwhile. Democratic

presidential hopeful Hillary Clinton has

waded in to accuse Obama of abandoning

the Syrian resistance while denouncing

his do-nothing-stupid posture, piously

intoning that “great nations need organiz-

ing principles" {The Atlantic, 10 August).

These accusations are the purest hog-

wash. Barack Obama is the imperial-

ist chief executive who upped the ante

in Afghanistan, the president who has

pushed the NSA monitoring of all Amer-
icans. the architect of the assassination-

by-drone program targeting purportedly

turncoat U.S, citizens in obvious violation

of their constitutional right to a trial. It

is Obama who awarded the Presidential

Medal of Freedom to Madeleine Albright,

who, as Bill Clinton’s ambassador to the

United Nations, notoriously defended the

deaths of 500,000 Iraqi children during

the U.S.-sponsored embargo of Iraq as

"worth it.”

Several of the liberal talk show hosts

at MSNBC have expressed concern over

Hillary and Barack’s bellicosity, although

they have become perhaps more posi-

tively disposed toward such following the

video of journalist James Foley’s behead-

ing by ISIS. Front-line journalism is a

hazardous profession, more so when the

reporters are perceived, frequently with

good reason, as PR men for the enemy.

Washington's stated policy of refus-

ing to negotiate with terrorists is itself a

blatantly apparent lie. Sergeant Bergdahl

was not returned to this country via Fed-

eral Express, nor were the five Taliban

prisoners released from the Guantanamo
hellhole to Qatari custody the benefac-

tors of a special forces operation led by

the Haqqani network. The U.S. could

have simply made the deal proposed by

ISIS for Foley’s return. It preferred try-

ing to spring him through a (failed) Spe-

cial Ops mission in Syria. And now the

imperialists have the figure of the slain

American journalist to try to rally public

sentiment behind military action.

The War at Home
Why has there been this “enemy at the

door” furor? In fact, the U.S. rulers con-

stantly play this card to poison the work-

ing class with “one nation indivisible”

patriotism. Since the end of World War II,

apologists for U.S. imperialism across the

political spectrum have argued that it is

the only power with the resources—over-

weening military power, money, size, a

large and trusting population, geographic

isolation from potential invaders, etc.

—

necessary to assure the perpetuation of a

liberal, stable and peaceful world order.

And if Americans forsake this burden-

some responsibility, then it is claimed that

liberty, stability and peace on the planet

will be forfeited. (A recent exposition of

this worldview, titled “Superpowers Don’t

Get to Retire,” by the neocon Robert
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White House
meeting between
Ronald Reagan
and anti-Soviet

Afghan mujahedin
leaders, 1983.

Kagan appeared in the May 26 issue of

the New Republic.)

The reality has been a virtually unend-

ing series of wars since WWII, most fre-

quently initiated when the Democratic

Party has been in power. In the quest to

maintain and extend its world dominance.

U.S. imperialism has produced some ten

million corpses of those who stood in its

way. Apologists for the U.S.-dominated

world order see the overthrow of the

degenerated workers state in the USSR in

1991-92 as its crowning achievement. That

counterrevolution has led to the increased

ravaging of the world’s toiling masses by

their profit-bloated capitalist masters.

It is that historic defeat for the interna-

tional working class that has resulted in

the political disarming of many of its

advanced layers by erasing their belief in

the superiority of socialism and. thus, of

the possibility of an alternative to capital-

ist exploitation and oppression. An atmos-

phere of freedom and wellbeing may per-

vade the think tanks of the bourgeoisie,

but it is not to be found in the world where

most working people reside—not any-

where and certainly not here.

The declining economic strength of the

American empire is an objective obstacle

to its aspirations. The constricted econ-

omy that has emerged in the supposed

aftermath of the Great Recession has for

the nonce regained its capacity to pro-

duce profits but not jobs. Not even the

optimists see the possibility of any sig-

nificant economic expansion. This eco-

nomic reality has necessitated a paring

down of the defense budget, although to

be sure any cuts there will hardly alter the

balance of military power in the world,

where the U.S. has unrivaled supremacy.

The diminished prospects that face most

working people have led to a general-

ized disdain for those holding or running

for elected office, who are viewed with

justice as do-nothings, indifferent to the

plight of the common man, and as self-

seeking predators.

Those who might vote in the November
elections see the prospect of further mili-

tary involvements as further threat to the

little that remains of their ability to sustain

any semblance of a life. Currently, about

59 percent of the population is employed,

a level that has persisted since the onset of

the Great Recession. If the employment-

population ratio had returned to prior

levels, an additional nine million people

would now be working. About one-fifth

of those currently employed hold part-

time jobs, and median income levels are

6 percent less than before the recession.

These material parameters of persistent

misery and despair are especially acute

in black communities across the nation.

An economically deprived, dispirited and

distrustful population can create difficul-

ties for a ruling class seeking to maintain

world domination.

Such discontents constitute an explo-

sive mixture. The bourgeoisie recognizes

this fact, which helps explain its attempts

to constantly strengthen and extend the

reach of its police forces and prison sys-

tem. even though widespread social rebel-

lion is clearly not now on the agenda in

this country. The working class—the only

social force with the objective interest and
power necessary to overturn the capitalist

system—finds its struggles blocked by a
union bureaucracy whose loyalty to their

capitalist masters is such that it currently

eclipses their concern for the very survival

of the trade unions as a meaningful force.

The Democrats, the party of bourgeois

rule that masquerades as the friend of

working people, rescued the bankers and

fat cats at the onset of the Great Reces-

sion. Since then, they have offered noth-

ing to America’s working and poor people

other than the prospect of peanut-sized

raises in the minimum wage accompa-

nied by watermelon-sized exceptions to

such raises. The reformist left continues

its dead-end attempts to force the Dem-
ocrats to the left while frequently shar-

ing an appreciation for U.S. imperial-

ism’s enemies list. Particularly blatant is

the International Socialist Organization

(ISO), which cheered capitalist counter-

revolution in the then-USSR and in recent

years has made common cause with the

Syrian rebels against the Assad regime,

although not with ISIS.

In “Obama's New War in Iraq” (social-

istworker.org. 28 August), the ISO’s Ash-

ley Smith observes that ISIS and its ilk

were nurtured by the U.S. and its client

states “to combat secular nationalism

and Communism.” The article notes that

“Democratic President Jimmy Carter and

Republican Ronald Reagan both collab-

orated with Saudi Arabia and Pakistan

to back the fundamentalist Mujahideen

during the popular uprising against the

USSR invasion and occupation of Afghan-

istan from 1979 to 1989.”

Smith refrains from recounting how
the ISO was among the foremost "left”

cheerleaders for the Islamic reactionar-

ies. whose resistance included throw-

ing acid in the face of women teachers

and committing unspeakable barbarities

against Soviet soldiers and any support-

ers of the modernizing nationalist regime

that requested Soviet intervention. In the

sharpest contrast, we declared: “Hail

Red Army in Afghanistan!” and “Extend

social gains of the October Revolution

to Afghan peoples!” We said that it was
better to fight the forces of counterrevo-

lution there than to fight them in Berlin

and Moscow.
On at least a superficial level, many

working people in the U.S. perceive that

the hardships they endure here are not

unrelated to their rulers’ exploitation and

oppression abroad. The truth is that the

arterial bleeding caused by the stagnant

and decaying capitalist system will not be

stanched by reformist Band-Aids. While
the reformists plead for "butter not guns.”

we Marxists aim to win the most con-

scious layers of the working class to the

understanding that what is necessary is

the overturn of the U.S. imperialist order

through socialist revolution. It is vitally

necessary to fight to forge an interna-

tional revolutionary working-class party

committed to that end.B
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Garner Demo...
(continuedfrom page 5)

was in line with keynote speaker Sharp-

ton, who decried the NYPD’s supposed

few “rotten apples,” concluding: “If you

don't take the rotten apple out. it’s going

to rot all the other apples.”

Such arguments are rotten to the core,

yet these lies are widely accepted and rein-

force illusions in phony reform schemes

like civilian review boards, federal investi-

gations and cop body cameras. From Rod-

ney King to Eric Garner, no video can save

you from the depraved blue-shirted thugs.

Cameras worn by Albuquerque cops have

done nothing to stop their killing spree.

The police backlash against the August

23 rally is a vivid expression of the fact that

cops are not workers; they are the guard-

ians of the system of capitalist exploitation

and proven enemies of labor. The unions

were built in hard, often bloody, struggle

against the bosses and their cops. Pinker-

tons. National Guard, etc. The job of the

cops Is to defend capitalist rule and profits

by violently suppressing workers struggle

and terrorizing the poor and oppressed.

As a Spartacist League sign at the August

23 rally expressed: “Cops Are the Armed
Thugs of the Capitalists—Enemies of

Workers. Blacks, Immigrants! Cops Out

of the Unions!”

It is criminal that the sellout mislead-

ers atop the AFL-CIO and Change to Win

federations accept the framework that the

hired guns of the class enemy are “work-

ers in uniform.” a refrain repeated by the

reformists of Socialist Alternative. In

What Next? (1932). Marxist revolution-

ary Leon Trotsky polemicized against

suicidal illusions in the police; “The

worker who becomes a policeman in the

service of the capitalist state, is a bour-

geois cop, not a worker.” Cop “unions”

are not organizations of workers but of

shock troops for racist “law and order.”

constantly pushing a bonapartist agenda

of more cops, more pay. more guns and

fewer constraints in going after labor,

blacks, immigrants and radicals. Many
victims of cop terror in NYC such as

Garner, Sean Bell and Ramarley Graham.

come from union families. When miners

used to sing the old labor anthem “Which

Side Are You On?”, there was never any

question which side the cops were on.

The fight for justice for the countless

victims of cop terror demands the inde-

pendent mobilization of the working class

and the oppressed against the Democratic

and Republican parties of capital. As we

wrote In “Outrage over Cop Choke-Hold

Killing of Eric Garner” (WV No. 1050, 8

August):

‘Racist police brutality is an integral part

of the capitalist system. But a massive

mobilization of labor could give the cops

pause. To achieve this requires a political

struggle against the craven labor bureauc-

racy. which has shackled the potential

power of the unions.”*

Gaza City. August 27; Residences in Shejaya neighborhood devastated by

Israeli offensive.

Oakland Port...
(continuedfrom page 12)

however, ILWU members were escorted

into the port by an “alternate route” in

order to get around protests at the gates

and work the Zim Chicago. The same

ZIm ship was also worked when it docked

in Seattle on August 25. with longshore

workers crossing picket lines.

It was the solidarity of Bay Area long-

shoremen that made the protest against

the Zim Piraeus so successful. But this

was not a labor action carried out by the

union to protest Israeli atrocities in Gaza.

On the contrary, the ILWU Internation-

al’s Coast Longshore Division issued

statements that “the ILWU has taken no

position on the issue associated with the

demonstration,” arguing that what pre-

vented longshoremen from working was

simply concern for their “safety,” partic-

ularly pointing to the large police mobili-

zation at the port.

There is no question that the Oakland

cops are a clear and present danger to the

health and safety of longshoremen. In

2003, cops fired wooden bullets and other

“non-lethal” projectiles at ILWU workers

and demonstrators protesting U.S. impe-

rialism’s invasion of Iraq. But by reduc-

ing the question of honoring the Zim pro-

test pickets only to one of “safety," the

ILWU International bureaucrats turned

their back on defense of the Palestinians

against Zionist terror.

In the end, it was only after an elabo-

rate ruse that the Zim Piraeus was worked

at all. On August 19, the ship sailed out

of the Golden Gate, purportedly headed

to Los Angeles, only to make a U-turn

and head back to Oakland, where it was

docked and partially unloaded at a differ-

ent terminal, the Ports of America. The at

least tacit connivance of the union lead-

ership is evident from an August 19 press

release by the ILWU International that

breathed a sigh of relief that “longshore

workers were able to safely enter the gate

of an Oakland terminal on Tuesday night

and work the ZIM vessel PIRAEUS.” A
number of Bay Area longshoremen were

angry that some ILWU members ended

up working the ship, correctly seeing this

as undermining the unity and strength of

the union in the face of its ongoing con-

tract battle with the shipping bosses of the

Pacific Maritime Association (PMA).

The blocking of the Zim ship to protest

Israel’s barbarity in Gaza was a just cause.

It should not only have been supported by

the ILWU but led by it and other unions.

The very nature of longshore and other

work at the port, which is dependent on

world trade, underlines that labor’s fight is

international. That means actively cham-

pioning the cause of their class brothers

and sisters across the globe. Defense of

the Palestinians against the Israeli rulers

and their U.S. sponsors is in the direct

interests of the American working class.

The ongoing wholesale assault on labor,

blacks and all of the oppressed “at home”

is the domestic face of the brutal depreda-

tions financed and carried out by the U.S.

capitalist rulers abroad.

At the Oakland Zim protests, demon-

strators drew comparisons between the

brutality meted out to the Palestinians in

Gaza and the reign of cop terror against

black people protesting the police killing

of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri.

ILWU members are also quite aware that

their union has found itself in the cross-

hairs of U.S. government repression.

Going on three months of working with-

out a contract, many union members recall

the 2002 contract battle. Invoking U.S.

imperialism’s “war on terror” abroad, the

Bush administration’s head of Homeland

Security warned the ILWU International

president that a strike would “threaten

national security,” and the government

threatened to militarize the docks.

That the one-sided class war against

the workers and oppressed has continued

for decades virtually unabated is due in

no small measure to the betrayals of the

union misleaders. Rather than mobiliz-

ing their members to fight even in their

own interest, much less in defense of the

exploited and oppressed of the world, the

trade-union tops shackle the workers to

the profitability and strategic interests of

U.S. imperialism.

BDS Is Not the Answer

A leaflet by the Arab Resource and

Organizing Center and its youth group.

Arab Youth Organizing—the central

groups in the “Block the Boat” coali-

tion—thanked ILWU Local 10 for its

support, declaring: “As workers, you hold

the power to create effective change.” But

the reality is that the protest organizers,

who also included reformists like Workers

World Party and the International Social-

ist Organization, don’t look to the power

of labor. On the contrary, “community

pickets" reduce the workers to little more

than passive observers. During the Zim
actions, ILWU members literally stood

on the sidelines as protesters picketed.

While some longshore workers expressed

hostility, mainly over lost wages, others

enthusiastically supported the protesters,

including directing organizers to make

sure that all terminal gates were covered.

Whatever the protesters’ intentions,

the very basis of the Boycott. Divestment

and Sanctions movement that animated

the Zim protests is to appeal to the cor-

porations and governments that exploit

and oppress the workers. In our discus-

sions with protesters, many vehemently

denied any illusions in U.S. imperiali.sm.

pointing to their opposition to U.S. pol-

icy in the Near East. However, the funda-

mental premise of BDS remains: through

“militant” pressure the imperialists can

be made to alter their policy and act <>n

behalf of the Palestinians. Behind the

often trenchant exposures by BDS spokes-

men of American hypocrisy in the Near

East is the not-too-subtle call to align U.S.

policy with its "democratic” rhetoric.

To seek to pressure the capitalist rul-

ers to make more "socially responsible"

or "ethical’’ investments is to build dan-

gerous illusions that the imperialists are

somehow less bloody than the Zionist

rulers. Notably, at the August 16 protest

our sign "Down With Obama’s Airstrikes

Against Iraq!” was virtually the only one.

among a sea of banners and placards, that

explicitly opposed the U.S. bombing raids.

In our discussions and debates with

both the protesters and the workers, we

underlined that only a series of socialist

revolutions in the Near East could answer

the aspirations of the oppressed Palestin-

ians and other peoples of the region. We
fight to bring the class axis to the fore.

The Israeli Jewish and Palestinian Arab

populations are interpenetrated peoples,

laying rival and antagonistic claims to

the same territory. Under' capitalism, the

exercise of the national rights of one nec-

essarily comes at the expense of the right

of self-determination of the other. Only in

a socialist federation of the Near East can

conflicting claims over land and resources

be equitably resolved and all discrimi-

nation based on language, religion and

nationality done away with.

Several protesters noted, quite rightly,

that ifnot for their “community picket line”

the Zim ship would have been worked.

Nonetheless, in making workers not much
more than spectators, community pickets

do little to advance the consciousness, sol-

idarity or fighting power of the one class

in this society with the power to bring

down the main enemy of the peoples of the

world. U.S. imperialism. Unleashing that

power will take a new leadership of the

unions, one rooted in a program of prole-

tarian internationalist struggle. Those who
truly want to end exploitation and oppres-

sion must take up the fight to forge revo-

lutionary workers parties around the globe

that can lead the struggle for the socialist

liberation of humanity.

Spartacist League/SYC Forums Trotskyist League/Ligue Trotskyste Forums

Defend the Palestinians!

Zionist Bloodbath in Gaza
Down With U.S. Aid to Israel!

For a Socialist Federation of the Near East!
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From World War I to Today
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Capitalist Order Worldwide

TORONTO
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Room 3311
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VANCOUVER
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trotskyist_vancouver@shawcable.com

5 SEP EMl-.. 2014 11



WORHCliS MM&AM
U.S. Out of Iraq

!

No Intervention in Syria

!

Since early August, President

Obama has shifted the basis for his

attacks on ISIS (Islamic State in Iraq

and Syria) from a supposed cam-

paign to prevent genocide to a war

against a cancer that not only has the

temerity to murder American civil-

ians in that region but also poses a

substantial threat to citizens in the

U.S. The "humanitarian" cloak that

Obama donned as he ordered the

first strikes against ISIS in northern

Iraq was useful for imperialist prop-

aganda purposes. But what hit closer

to home was the fate of thousands of

imperiled American residents and

ExxonMobil representatives in the

city of Erbil.

While the bulk of the American

populace remains war-weary, the pres-

ident seems to have seized the script

for the second Gulf War co-authored

by Bush. Rumsfeld and Cheney and

simply replaced all references to the

evil Saddam Hussein with references

to the evil ISIS. To date, these ultra-

reactionary Islamists, currently num-

bering about 15,000 fighters, have not

been accused of harboring weapons

of mass destruction. In fact, ISIS

—

whose method of rooting out "apostates”

like the Christians and Yazidis as well

as Turkmen and other Shi’ites amounts to

mass butchery—is the spawn of Al Qaeda

in Iraq, itself a product of the U.S. occupa-

tion. The founding elements of Al Qaeda,

including Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, leader of

its Iraqi affiliate, were trained and funded

by the CIA as it assembled a reactionary

horde to oppose the Soviet Union's inter-

vention in Afghanistan in the 1980s.

Once again, a coalition of U.S. imperi-

alism’s allies is to be assembled, includ-

ing not only Britain and Australia but also

Saudi Arabia and Qatar—both of which

have funded ISIS or other Al Qaeda

types—as well as jihadist forces opposed

to ISIS. This is to be buttressed by a

newly constituted and hardly nonsectar-

ian regime in Baghdad, which commands
armed forces bathed in communal blood.

On the Syrian front, the arms provided

to the relatively impotent “democratic"

opposition to Bashar al-Assad'$ regime

will be upgraded.

The Kurdish pesh merga forces, which

have been shielded by the U.S. for years as

part of Washington’s effort to secure

oil-rich Iraqi Kurdistan as its client,

may receive a similar upgrade. This,

however, is more problematic, as the

Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP),

which heads the regional govern-

ment in Iraqi Kurdistan, angles for

the foundation of a Kurdish state,

an outcome totally unacceptable to

the Turkish and Iraqi governments.

Then, there is the not small mat-

ter that both the KDP and the rival

Patriotic Union of Kurdistan remain

on the U.S. terrorism list, albeit on a

lower tier of evil.

Obama has ordered more regular

surveillance flights over Syria to

assess the feasibility of airslrikes on

ISIS-controlled areas in that country.

Attacks are supposed to be conducted

in a manner that does not benefit the

enemy Assad regime—an impossibil-

ity exposed by Assad’s offer to sup-

port such strikes if the U.S. requests

Syrian permission. This was a clever

riposte, but it may well backfire given

that the U.S. maintains its opposition

to Assad’s rule. We oppose any and

all U.S. interventions against what-

ever forces in Syria.

As we pointed out in "Iraq in Flames:

Legacy of U.S. Occupation” {WV No.

1049. 1 1 July), it is the American impe-

rialists who triggered and continue to

fuel the reactionary, mainly Sunni-Shi'ite

communal conflicts in Iraq and beyond,

conflicts in which the world’s toilers have

no side. This template also fits Libya's

continued on page 10

Labor: Defend the Palestinians!

Protests Block Israeli Ship at Oakland Port

August 19:

Protest at Port
of Oakland
In solidarity

with besieged
Palestinians.

Protesting the Zionist massacre of over

2,000 Palestinians in Gaza, demonstra-

tors slopped the Israeli ship Zim Piraeus

from being worked for four days at the

port of Oakland. In their majority, long-

shore workers in Bay Area Local 10 of

the International Longshore and Ware-
house Union (ILWU) honored the protest

pickets. Even when the ship was finally

worked, it was only partially unloaded,

and it left the port without picking up the

cargo it had been scheduled to take on.

The protests began on Saturday,

August 16, when some 3,500 demonstra-

tors, responding to a call put out by the

"Block the Boat" coalition, converged on
the port. The ship, which was scheduled

to be worked that morning at the Steve-

doring Services of America (SSA) termi-

nal, did not even try to pull into the dock

that day. Over the following three days,

longshoremen refused to cross the picket

lines to work the ship. On Tbesday, SSA
could not gel enough longshoremen to

work any ship during the day shift, lying

up noi only the Zim Piraeus but also three

other ships at the terminal. The idling of

the Zim ship, costing its Israeli capitalist

owners a hefty sum. was a genuine and

important statement of solidarity with the

besieged Palestinian masses.

Sparlacist League members and sup-

porters participated in the Oakland

demonstration and pickets with placards

demanding: "Defend the Palestinians! For

a Socialist Federation of the Near East!"

and “Down With U.S. Aid to Israel! All

U.S./UN Troops Out of the Near East

Now!" In contrast to the organizers

of the Zim protests, who subscribe to

the Boycott. Divestment and Sanctions

(BDS) campaign that calls on the impe-
rialists and corporations to punish Israel

through trade and other sanctions, our

starting point is the need for international

working-class solidarity with the Pales-

tinians. This includes time-limited labor

boycotts. like refusing to handle Israeli

cargo, to protest such atrocities as the

recent one-sided massacre in Gaza.

An SL sign al the protest also raised

the demand “Labor: Hot Cargo Military

Goods to Israel!" Such a standing boycott

of military shipments would strike a real

blow against the Zionist butchers and.

even more crucially, their U.S. imperial-

ist patrons. Our aim is the mobilization

of the social power of labor in defense

of the exploited and oppressed masses of

the world as part of advancing the class

struggle of the workers against their own
capitalist rulers.

The Workers Must Take the Lead!

We salute the Local 10 members who
respected the picket lines and refused to

work at SSA. On August 23, longshore

workers al the L.A./Long Beach port hon-

ored protest pickets against the Zim Haifa,

and that ship was not worked during

the day shift. The same day in Tacoma.

continued on page 1
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Fight Poverty Wages
Through Class Struggle!

Democrats Buy Votes with Minimum-Wage Pioy

President Obama cynically calls for

raising minimum wage at Wisconsin
Labor Day rally. September 4:

Protests demanding higher wages
and a union for fast-food workers
in Miami (left), New York City (right)

and elsewhere included
civil disobedience.

On September 5. the day after thou-

sands of fast-food workers staged rallies

for higher pay and a union in some 150

cities, family and friends of Maria Fer-

nandes gathered at her funeral service in

New Jersey. The 32-year-old woman had

died while catching some sleep in her car

in between part-time shifts at three area

Dunkin’ Donuts, which all paid her the

minimum wage. As was the case with

Fernandes, most new employment has

been in low-paying service industries like

fast food, where jobs are no longer held by

kids looking for a little gas money. The
median age of that workforce is 28, with

more than a quarter caring for dependents,

70 percent working part-time and many
holding second jobs in a scramble to make
ends meet. At the available starvation-

level wages, employees cannot possibly

pay out-of-pocket medical expenses, put

aside money for their children’s education

or save anything for retirement.

With the net median paycheck now
roughly $27,000 a year, many American
workers, who tend to vote for Democrats,

are in dire straits. Well aware of this

widespread suffering and faced with the

prospect of losing ground to the Repub-
licans in November, the Democrats have

attempted over the past year or so to refur-

bish their image as the party of the work-

ing man by promoting campaigns to raise

the minimum wage. In reality, the Demo-
cratic Party is simply the other main party

of the U.S. capitalist exploiters.

“Refurbish" is the operative word here,

as President Obama is, with justice, known
for having lavished billions on the fat-cat

bankers at the onset of the Great Reces-

sion while doing nothing to remedy the

plague of joblessness and declining living

standards that have followed in its wake.

Soon after his election, Obama—with the

able assistance of then-United Auto Work-

ers president Ron Gettelfinger—bailed out

the giant auto companies while forcing

the union to accept tens of thousands of

layoffs and sign on to a six-year no-strike

pledge. The wage for most new hires was

more than halved to $14 (now $16) an hour.

On Labor Day, President Obama cyni-

cally pontificated. “Give America a raise"

while claiming that his hands are tied in

this regard for the foreseeable future by

the House Republicans. Taking a page

from his former employer in the While

House, Chicago mayor Rahm Emanuel,

noteworthy for his layoffs of thousands of

union teachers in the aftermath of their

2012 strike and his continuing campaign

to slash their pensions, has recently raised

the minimum wage for city employees

working for private contractors to $13 an

hour. The Lord lakeih away and then he

pretends to givelh.

Whether the minimum-wage ploy will

draw people to the polls is still to be deter-

mined, but it cannot be denied that the

issue of hiking wages at the bottom has

animated many. Most Americans, includ-

ing Republican voters and self-designated

conservatives in the labor force, are for it.

Fast-food workers have turned out to hun-

dreds of demonstrations over the past two

years, risking their jobs in the process.

Given the continued decline in wages and

benefits, many workers are hoping for an

improvement, however slight, in their dis-

mal prospects.

Support to minimum wage hikes has

also been promoted by many in bourgeois

quarters who argue that giving people

more disposable income will help stim-

ulate the economy or reduce dependency

on government subsidies and food stamps.

This year alone, the minimum wage has

been increased to at least $10.10 an hour

in four states, and smaller increases have

been passed in three other states. Simi-

lar campaigns are underway in South

Dakota, Alaska. Arkansas and Nebraska.

Obama’s nickel-and-dime proposal for

$10.10 an hour, if ever enacted, would

raise the federal minimum wage from a

crushing $7.25 and give full-time workers

a yearly salary of roughly $21,000. still

hardly enough to eke out an existence.

The federal minimum wage has seen

its real value fall by more than a quar-

ter since its peak in 1968, when it was

over $10 in today’s dollars. More "gen-

erous” measures are slated for the ballot

this November in San Francisco and else-

where, coming on the heels of the Seat-

tle City Council passing a purported $15

an hour minimum-wage ordinance at the

beginning of the year.

Obviously, we are for increases in the

minimum wage. But it should be recog-

nized that what has been and is being

offered is woefully inadequate. What is

really needed is an all-out mobilization

of the working class to fight for sharply

higher wages as well as for access to free,

quality medical care and full pensions

for all. History has shown that the gains

of working people and the oppressed

—

including better wages and basic demo-
cratic protections—^were won through

determined class struggle and battles in

the street. However, for decades the pro-

capitalist labor bureaucracy has caved in

to the wage-slashing attacks of the bosses,

helping to drive down everyone’s wages.

Meanwhile, they continue to throw mil-

lions into Democratic Party coffers.

The drive for profits is the motor force

of the capitalist system and results in the

increasing immiseration of the working

masses at one pole and the increasing

wealth of the owners of the means of pro-

duction at the other. The general trend is

to “reward" workers for their productive

activity by paying them barely enough to

be able to return to the job the next day.

while the bosses get all the rest. But given

their central role in production, workers

can bring the flow of profits to a grinding

halt. As such, the proletariat is the only

force with the collective social power and

objective interest to overthrow the bour-

geois masters. Until that happens, the ten-

dency of the capitalists to sink wages will

always be reasserted with a vengeance

whenever working-class struggle ebbs.

“Socialists” Shortchange
Working Class

Latching on to the minimum-wage
increases being pushed by Democrats,

Kshama Sawanl of Socialist Alternative

(SAID, who ran openly as a socialist, made
the issue a central focus of her success-

ful election campaign to the Seattle city

council last year. Underscoring the actual

liberal content of Sawant's platform, this

demand was also taken up in the 2013

campaign of Democrat Ed Murray for

mayor of Seattle. Since the passage of

the ordinance, Sawant and her cothinkers

have hyped it as a "historic moment" and

the outcome of a "real fighting voice in

City Hall." The lesson, according to SAlt,

continued on page 10
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Water Shutoffs

Detroit Tells Poor:

Drop Dead
Like vultures swooping down, the

Detroit Water and Sewerage Department

(DWSD) and city administration have

shut off water service to tens of thousands

of “delinquent" customers, i.e., the poor.

Here is yet another graphic display of the

capitalist rulers’ contempt for the majority

black and impoverished residents of this

crumbling urban wasteland. No access to

water means no hydration, no sanitation,

no bathing. Denying a basic necessity of

life to the population of a city where 40

percent live below the poverty line further

sinks the masses into misery. Meanwhile,

corporate swindlers like GM, owing huge

arrears on their service bills, have an

uninterrupted flow of water.

The Detroit water shutoffs are part of

the city’s financial restructuring plan,

which has the DWSD and private inves-

tors seeing the glass at least half full. The

goal is to cut down debt while securing

a sweet spot for the bondholders, further

jack up rates—which have more than dou-

bled over the last decade—and contract

out the work to cheaper, non-union labor.

Working people and the poor have been

footing the bill for the gutting of Detroit

by the banks and auto giants for too long.

Now they are held hostage to the ruin and

robbery brought by the largest munici-

pal bankruptcy in U.S. history, which is

backed by Wall Street and the Obama
administration.

The Motor City was transformed from

the epicenter of the auto industry and a

stronghold of unionized black labor into

a scrapyard. As tycoon transplants and

high-rolling venture capitalists demol-

ish blighted properties and get subsidies

to construct new downtown enterprise,

the black population is deemed expend-

able and unworthy of investment. Poor

neighborhoods are vacant dystopias,

with houses buried under foreclosures,

with streetlights and public transit in col-

lapse. City workers’ pensions have been

looted and social services slashed. The
once-combative labor movement there is

now just a legacy, as union leaders proved

their subservience to the bosses through

decades of concessions and givebacks.

Today, workers and retirees depend on

the charity work of volunteers distribut-

ing water bottles or collecting rainwater.

Dripping with race and class hatred, the

well-stuffed rulers tell poor Detroit: Let

them drink champagne.

As if the supply of water weren’t abun-

dant. Detroit was built on a river and lies

between two of the five Great Lakes,

which together feed 84 percent of the con-

tinent’s surface fresh water. Those who
own the means of production turn natural

resources into gold for themselves while

parceling out peanuts for the rest. Mean-

while. the actual infrastructure is left to

rot, with water mains over 70 years old

in full need of repair. One of the largest

municipally owned water systems is now
under threat of privatization.

Opposing the private takeover of the

DWSD are its workers organized in

AFSCME Local 207. In July, union mem-
bers overwhelmingly rejected manage-

ment’s contract proposal that would have

effectively eliminated the existing work-

force by hiring “at will’’ employees and

wiping out job protections and benefits.

AFSCME workers have denounced the

k

TROTSKY

won to Trotskyism.

Cops Are Enemies of Workers

The 1934 Trotskyist-led Minneapolis Team-

sters strikes made the city a union town and
laid the basis for forging the Teamsters into

a powerful industrial union. To win, the

truckers and their allies had to face down
the cabal of business owners known as the

Citizens Alliance backed by the cops, their

deputies and the National Guard. In the

following excerpt from his account of those

struggles. Farrell Dobbs, a striking worker

generalizedfrom that experience to explain the

LENIN

role of the police.

Under capitalism the main police function is to break strikes and to repress other

forms of protest against the policies of the ruling class. Any civic usefulness other

forms of police activity may have, like controlling traffic and summoning ambulances,

is strictly incidental to the primary repressive function. Personal inclinations of indi-

vidual cops do not alter this basic role of the police. All must comply with ruling-class

dictates. As a result, police repression becomes one of the most naked forms through

which capitalism subordinates human rights to the demands of private property. If the

cops sometimes falter in their antisocial tasks, it is simply because they—like the guns

they use—are subject to rust when not engaged in the deadly function for which they

are primarily trained.

—Farrell Dobbs, Teamster Rebellion (1972)
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In July, Detroit

resident
shares water
with neighbor
whose water
was shut off.

criminal water shutoffs, and many have

seen their service terminated as well. To
carry out the shutoffs, the department last

year enlisted the private demolition com-
pany Homrich, pledging over $5 million

for the job.

Water has long been a prickly issue

between Detroit and DWSD’s customers

in the mostly white suburbs, who depend

on the supply but bristle at the thought of

their payments going to service black city

dwellers. With a recent deal proposing the

creation of a Regional Water Authority,

three outlying counties could exert some
control over the water fountain that they

resent sharing. The plan was promoted

by Democratic Party Detroit mayor Mike
Duggan, whose aim is to keep the bank-

ruptcy proceedings apace. That’s also

why Duggan, needing to save face, issued

a temporary pause in the mass shutoffs

last month after public outrage, protest

and international condemnation.

At demonstrations in Detroit, protesters

have chanted: “The banks got paid off,

we got shut off!” Residential water should

be provided free of charge. The privation

of those at the bottom of society is not

a question of unfair circumstances. It is

the very nature of a system ruled by an

exploiting class with an unquenchable

thirst for profit. In order for the many
resources of this society to be used for

the benefit of all, the working class must

seize the means of production from the

tiny elite at the top. Sweeping away capi-

talist rule and replacing it with a workers

government will lay the basis to eliminate

scarcity and usher in a society of material

abundance.!
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South Africa

Elections 2014: Twenty Years

of Neo-Apartheid Misery

Reuters

South African president Jacob Zuma (above on right) shares a joke

with Cyril Ramaphosa at ANC national conference, 18 December
2012. Ramaphosa, miners union leader turned wealthy tycoon,

August 2012 Marikana massacre of

AP

played key role in preparing
striking miners (right).

The following article originally ap-

peared in Spartacist South Africa No. II

(Winter 2014). In June, the bitterlyfought

mineworkers strike referred to below won

a .substantial wage increase (see “Victory

for South African Platinum Miners," WV
No. 1049, II July). The prior month, the

bourgeois-nationalist African National

Congress (ANC) had won the elections, in

no small part due to the political support

ofthe reformist South African Communist

Party (SACP) and the Congress of South

African Trade Unions (COSATU).

The SACP leaders have long justified

their alliance and interpenetration with the

ANC as an application of the Menshevik/

Stalinist schema of “two-stage revolution

the “national democratic revolution" now

and socialism in the sweet by-and-by. As

the article below notes. “The ‘national

democratic programme’ of political alli-

ance with bourgeois-nationalistforces has

never laid the basis for socialism; it has

always subordinated the working class to

the class enemy and laid the basisfor reac-

tion. This is the lesson to be learnedfrom

the long history of bloody defeats for the

working class." The massacre of striking

South African platinum miners at Mari-

kana in 2012 is Just the latest example of

how the actual “second stage" is the bour-

geois nationalists' slaughtering ofworkers.

SPARTACIST ^AFRICA^^

The May general elections brought to

mind Karl Marx’s observation that the

essence of bourgeois democracy is for

the oppressed to decide every few years

"which particular representative of the

oppressing class shall represent and

repress them in parliament” (V. I. Lenin.

The State and Revolution). The ANC
tops wasted no time making clear that

they would use their victory at the polls

to kick the workers and oppressed even

harder in the teeth. Jacob Zuma declared

CORRECTIONS
In Part Two of “Then and Now”

(WV No. 1051. 5 September), we

wrote that 29 Socialist Workers Party

leaders and Minneapolis Teamsters

officials were convicted and jailed

under the Smith Act for opposing

World War II. In fact, of the 29

charged. 18 were imprisoned. The

article “Quebec Liberals Prepare

Austerity Onslaught" (WVNo. 1049,

II July) wrongly stated that the last

Parti Qu^becois government set up

the “anti-corruption” Charbonneau

commission. Actually, the previous

Liberal government did so. in 2011.

the party’s 62 percent majority a ‘‘green

light" to push ahead with the neo-liberal

attacks outlined In the National Develop-

ment Plan (NDP), while secretary general

Gwede Mantashe and other ANC leaders

promptly convened a press conference to

solemnly vow that they would “quickly

restore investor confidence” (Business

Day, 12 May).

Just a few days later, police reinforce-

ments rolled into the platinum belt and the

army was put on standby, in an effort to

squash the mineworkers strike being led

by the Association of Mineworkers and

Construction Union (AMCU). Despite all

the bourgeois hype about “twenty years

of freedom,” "the South African miracle,”

etc., the platinum strike—where the mine-

workers are fighting a literally life-and-

death struggle for a living wage of R 12,500

($1,143 per month]—is a reminder of how

little has changed. The apartheid system of

rigid, legally enforced white minority rule

may be gone, but South Africa remains

a racist hellhole where the vast majority

of blacks remain at the bottom, brutally

oppressed and exploited for the benefit of

the filthy rich capitalist rulers, who are

still mainly white.

One difference is that now the ANC
and its Tripartite Alliance partners from

the SACP and COSATU bureaucracies

have taken over as the enforcers of rac-

ist capitalist rule. Their bloodiest crime

to date in this role was the August 2012

massacre of 34 black mineworkers in

Marikana, who were on strike against the

London-listed platinum giant Lonmin. At

the time, there was a lot of hypocritical

hand-wringing from the bourgeois media.

government ministers, preachers and the

like. To placate public outrage over the

killings and refurbish the image of the

bloody bourgeois state. President Jacob

Zuma appointed the Farlam Commission

of Inquiry to hold public hearings investi-

gating the causes that led to the Marikana

massacre. But now the blood has dried,

and even the most minimal, lying pretext

of state “accountability” is being dis-

carded. A few weeks after the May 2014

elections, the government announced that

it was changing the commission’s “terms

of reference”...to remove any investiga-

tion into its own responsibility!

At the same time, more details have

emerged of the direct involvement of all

levels of the executive of the bourgeois

slate in preparing the Marikana massa-

cre, as well as their collusion with the

Lonmin bosses. One report gives fur-

ther details of the role played by former

National Union of Mineworkers (NUM)
leader Cyril Ramaphosa, who was a mem-
ber of the Lonmin board of directors at the

lime. In e-mails to Lonmin’s chief com-

mercial officer, Albert Jamieson, Rama-
phosa reported on 15 August 2012 about

the appeals he had made to mining min-

ister Susan Shabangu and police minister

Nathi Mthethwa for government inter-

vention against the wildcat strike, One
outcome was that a meeting of Zuma’s

cabinet was held the same day, where

Ramaphosa had urged Shabangu to brief

the president and “get (Mthethwa] to act in

a more pointed way” (“Deja Vu and Dirty

Tricks at Lonmin,” 25 May, bdlive.co.za).

Less than 24 hours later, the Lonmin strik-

ers were gunned down in cold blood by

Zuma’s and Mthethwa’s cop thugs. Several

months later, Ramaphosa was rewarded by

the bourgeois ANC when he was elected

deputy president of the party at its Decem-
ber 2012 congress in Mangaung; after the

2014 elections, he was also made deputy

president of the country.

Such is the role of the executive of

the capitalist state, which, as Marx and

Engels pointed out over 160 years ago.

“is but a committee for managing the

common affairs of the whole bourgeoi-

sie” 1848). This is

never going to be changed through elec-

tions or parliament. It will take a thor-

oughgoing socialist revolution, smashing

the repressive machinery of the capitalist

state and replacing it with the dictatorship

of the proletariat, to get a government that

will represent the interests of the work-

ing class and the vast majority who are

today oppressed—a black-centred work-

ers government.

We Trotskyists of Spartacisi/Soulh Af-

rica, section of the International Com-
munist League (Fourth Internationalist),

oppose running as candidates for executive

offices of the capitalist slate (president,

mayor, etc.) as a matter of principle. Par-

ticipating in elections to parliament, on the

other hand, can serve as a platform for put-

ting forward a revolutionary programme
and helping the working class to overcome

illusions in bourgeois democracy. How-
ever, in the recent elections there was no

basis for even the most critical electoral

support to any of the parties running, as

none of them even remotely represented

the interests of the working class. This

continues our principled stance of never

giving an ounce of political support to the

ANC or the Tripartite Alliance, including

in the 1994 elections, when the Interna-

tional Communist League declared:

"A vole for the ANC—including its

Communist Party members and affili-

ated trade-union leaders of COSATU

—

continued on page 4

Forge a Leninist-Trotskyist

Vanguard Party!

Reuters

Striking platinum miners rally near Lonmin’s Marikana mine, April 29. Five-

month strike resulted in victory for the 70,000 workers.
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South Africa...
(continuedfrom page 3)

is a vote to perpetuate the racist oppres-

sion and superexploitation of the black,

coloured (mixed-race) and Indian toilers

in a different political form. The workers

and all the oppressed must be mobilized

independently of the capitalist masters.”—“South Africa Elections: ANCs
Deal with Apartheid Bosses.”

IVVNo. 598. 15 April 1994

No Choice for Workers,
Oppressed

There was not much surprising about

the outcome of this year’s elections. While

the ANC’s share of the vote continued to

decline (as did the overall voter turnout),

they still won the kind of majority that

bourgeois ruling parties in most countries

only dream about. Despite the massive

anger at the base of society over the fail-

ure to deliver the “better life for all” that

was promised in 1994 and the atrocities,

scandals, corruption and contempt the

Tripartite Alliance tops display for the

poor, much of the black majority still feels

a strong identification with the “party of

liberation,” at least when it comes time

to vole. There are also still widespread

illusions in bourgeois electoralism, as a

result of centuries of white minority rule

and black disenfranchisement. And there

does not appear to be a viable alternative

to the ANC.
The lack of an alternative for the op-

pressed was starkly revealed by the decision

of the shack-dwellers’ movement Abahlali

baseMjondolo (AbM) to support the neo-

liberal. racist Democratic Alliance (DA)

in this year’s elections. AbM justified this

by arguing that it would somehow serve

to protect its members from the ANC
and the government, which has viciously

repressed them, including killing land-

less activists during protests. The idea

that politically supporting the DA is an

answer to this repression is truly perverse

and a sign of desperation. For years now,

the DA has carried out some of the most

vicious, racist repression of the black and

coloured poor—squatters, panhandlers,

farmworkers, striking municipal work-

ers—as the ruling party in Cape Town
and the Western Cape. Despite trying to

polish its image and woo petty-bourgeois

black voters, it is still obvious to most

that the DA stands for white privilege (as

does the ANC. in fact; the ANC is simply

more effective at disguising this fact with

nationalism). The DA was unable to gain

more than 6% of the votes from black

people, even while increasing its overall

total to more than 20%.
The opposition parly much more likely

to attract the support of the oppressed,

including sections of the working class,

is the Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF),

which got a little more than 6% of the

national vole. According to one report,

the ANC’s vole in Rustenburg munici-

pality, where many platinum miners and
their families live, fell from almost 75%
in 2009 to 57% in 2014. The EFF was
the main beneficiary, getting 20% of the

vote (“Is the EFF the Calm Before a Real

Leftist Storm?”, Mail & Guardian online.

16 May). There are real illusions in the

bourgeois-populist EFF, and particularly

its “commander in chief’ Julius Malema,
among mineworkers. The EFF has tried to

present itself as the “friend” of the striking

mineworkers, including holding its launch

as a party in Marikana and recently mak-
ing two donations, of R50.000 each, to

the AMCU strike fund. The leadership

of the National Council of Trade Unions

(NACTU), to which AMCU is affiliated,

has helped promote these illusions, endors-

ing the EFF along with the Pan Africanist

Congress in the elections.

But the EFF’s posture as a "friend”

of the workers, like its occasional use of

“Marxist-Leninist” verbiage, is totally

phony. While seeking to profit from the

legitimate anger of black workers through

populist demagogy, the EFF is a bourgeois

formation both in terms of its programme
and social composition. It is fundamen-

tally hostile to the workers movement.

The EFF calls to expropriate the white-

owned land and nationalise the mines,

banks and other large enterprises—calls

that clearly resonate with workers and the

poor. But a few months before the elec-

tions. Malema and other EFF leaders met

with representatives of American. British

and South African investors in Alexan-

dra township to specifically reassure

them about these demands. As Malema
explained after the meeting: “Our elec-

tions manifesto came up and we told them

that we are not talking about wholesale

takeover but 60% of ownership more or

less. We are uncompromising on state

ownership and participation. The percent-

ages we are prepared to discuss when we
reach the appropriate point” (bdlive.co.za.

4 March). This would simply mean that

the bourgeois state becomes a partner in

directly exploiting the workers.

The EFF’s perspective is to emulate

capitalist regimes like those in Singapore,

South Korea, and Taiwan, where they see

“state-aided industrialisation,” supported

by tariffs and other measures to protect

national industry, as key parts of devel-

oping a national bourgeoisie with some
degree of independence from imperial-

ism. Whether or not there is any chance

of replicating such capitalist economic

policies in South Africa, it is a fundamen-

tally anti-working-class agenda. To lake

just one of these “models," the capitalist

regime in South Korea is known for reg-

ularly and viciously attacking the trade

unions and leftists. This is the domestic

counterpart to its counterrevolutionary

alliance with U.S. imperialism against

the North Korean deformed workers

state. As for “nationalisation” and “slate-

aided industrialisation," in December
2013 the Seoul regime pulled out all the

stops to smash the longest rail strike in

the country’s history, which 8.700 work-

ers had launched to stop a move towards

privatisation of the stale-owned company
KORAIL (see "Defend South Korean Rail

Union!” WVNo. 1037. 10 January).

Counterposed to bourgeois “national-

isation” schemes, we fight for a black-

centred workers government that will

expropriate the mines, banks and indus-

try without compensation, Seizing the

mine shafts, machinery and mountains

of finance capital that the mining bosses

have heaped up through more than a cen-

tury of superexploitation of mainly black

labour will be a necessary step in libera-

tion from neo-apartheid capitalist oppres-

sion. The fact that most of this capital

—

not to mention the owners of the biggest

mining companies—is now in London.

New York and other banking centres,

underscores the need to link this struggle

to the fight for workers power in the impe-

rialist countries. The populist nationalism

pushed by the EFF is an obstacle to this

revolutionary internationalist perspective.

Grumbles of Discontent
from the Bourgeoisie

The ANC and Tripartite Alliance tops

have performed invaluable services for

the Randlords and their imperialist big

brothers by achieving some relative sta-

bility for South African capitalism in the

1990s, ramming through the dictates of

the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
and World Bank, and many other things.

But although the ANC continues to

enjoy the backing of the key sections of

the bourgeoisie (and most likely a large

militancy, and believe the time has come

for the stale to take a more confrontational

approach with the unions.

Some bourgeois commentators see the

impetus for such a shift coming from

the split that the National Union of Met-

alworkers of South Africa (NUMSA)
is threatening to lead from the Tripar-

tite Alliance. For example. Peter Attard

Montalto of the Japanese financial group

Nomura dismissed what he called the

“Sandton consensus”—the view that the

ANC would respond to such a split with

more “left” populism. Instead, Montalto

argues. “There is a higher probability of

the rump of the ANC left after a work-

ers’ party emerges moving further to the

right, securing capital and ownership in a

more traditional free-market sense, liber-

alising labour laws in recognition that its

past job creation efforts were unsuccess-

ful. You could potentially have a more
investor-friendly ANC going into 2019”

(Mail <S Guardian online. 9 May).

Whether the various scenarios churned

out by the bourgeois think tanks turn out

to be more or less accurate, one thing is

clear: the bourgeoisie is getting ready for

a turbulent period ahead. It is urgently

necessary for the working class to pre-

pare for this, which is primarily a politi-

cal question that requires drawing the les-

sons from the past betrayals at the hands

of the Tripartite Alliance as well as the

history of the international class struggle.

Chief among these lessons is the need

for the complete political and organisa-

tional independence of the working class

from all bourgeois forces. The looming

possibility of a NUMSA-led split from

the Tripartite Alliance sharply poses the

question of working class independence

versus “new" popular-front betrayals.

The “NUMSA Moment”:
Recycling Popular Frontism

In December 2013, a NUMSA special

congress decided to withdraw support for

the ANC in the elections, and also to call on

COSATU to leave the Tripartite Alliance.

After the elections, the NUMSA central

committee re-affirmed that it would lake

the lead in establishing a “United Front”

as an alternative to the Alliance, and look

into establishing a “Movement for Social-

ism” as some kind of political parly to

take the place of the SACP. These moves
have enraged the ANC tops and their close

allies in the COSATU bureaucracy on the

one hand, while at the same lime raising

the hopes of a lot of worker militants at

the base of COSATU.
Ending the Alliance with the ANC

would certainly be a necessary and impor-

tant step toward working-class independ-

ence. But on its own. simply leaving the

Alliance is not enough as it merely raises

the question of what will replace it. And
while there are certainly hopes among the

NUMSA base for a militant workers party,

the programme of the leadership is directly

counterposed to a class-struggle perspec-

tive and committed to perpetuating the

same treacherous, class-collaborationist

policies of the past under different labels,

The NUMSA tops are very clear that

they don’t reject collaboration with bour-

geois parties and participation in bour-

geois government coalitions as a matter

of principle (indeed, while withdrawing

June 3:

Residents
of Lwandle,
outside Cape
Town, look
on as their

homes are
razed by the
Western Cape
government.

majority of the capitalists’ political dona-

tions, which are kept secret), the racist

rulers still find plenty to complain about.

A pre-election editorial by The Econo-

mist is representative of these complaints.

While acknowledging all the ANC has

done for the white rulers—especially the

“miraculously smooth" transition from

apartheid to neo-apartheid—this mouth-

piece of imperialist finance capital com-
plains that not enough has been done to

push through "tricky reforms" (code for

attacks on labour, such as making it easier

for bosses to hire and fire workers, crack-

ing down harder on strikes, etc.) and that

pervasive corruption is undermining the

government’s legitimacy and cutting into

capitalist profits. Since they know that

their ideal ruling party, the DA. is not

a realistic alternative until it can make
some inroads with black voters, their hope

in conclusion is that the ANC “reinvents

itself or splits" (“Time to Ditch Mandela’s

Party,” The Economist, 3 May).

At bottom, the bourgeois complaints

are not simply, or even primarily, about

issues of economic policy. More worry-

ing to the capitalist rulers are the rising

levels of social unrest, especially some of

the highest levels of strike activity seen in

decades in mining and other key sectors

of the economy. With the world economy
still in a downturn. South Africa appears

Bourgeois-populist
Economic Freedom

Fighters leader
Julius Malema

(left) meets with
reactionary tribalist

inkatha Freedom
Party head

Mangosuthu
Buthelezi in Durban,

January 20.

to be entering a recession after negative

growth in the first quarter of 2014. Calls

for “decisive action” to break the AMCU-
led platinum strike (the longest strike in

the history of the country) were growing

louder by the day. as well as more gener-

ally calls to “discipline” the unions.

For 20 years, the Tripartite Alliance

nationalist popular front has been the

key mechanism for administering neo-

apartheid capitalism. As representatives of

the Alliance, the reformist leaders of the

largest working-class organisations—the

SACP and COSATU—act to discipline

their working-class base on behalf of the

bourgeoisie, and in return the reformist

bureaucracy benefited materially from
a cosy relationship with the government
and bosses. But increasingly, the govern-

ing needs of the bourgeoisie are shifting

in favour of outright repression rather than
co-optation of the trade unions. Especially

since the 2012 wave of wildcat strikes in

the mines and the collapse ofNUM in the

platinum belt, key representatives of the

bourgeoisie are doubtful of the reformist

tops’ continued ability to rein in worker
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May 2014: Election posters in Cape Town township. SACP invokes memory
of late ANC leader Nelson Mandela, known as Madiba, to bolster support for

ANC-led capitalist government.

support from the ANC in this year’s elec-

tions, they stopped short of opposing a
vote to this bourgeois parly on the basis

of class principles). What they are call-

ing a “United Front” is in fact a call for a

new popular front—an alliance of work-
ing class organisations with bourgeois

and petty-bourgeois forces on the basis

of a common programme that is inevita-

bly bourgeois. In NUMSA’s case, the new
“United Front" is to be modeled on the

United Democratic Front (UDF) of the

I980s and based centrally on the Free-

dom Charter. The NUMSA bureaucrats

have made it clear that they are open to

discussions with Malema’s EFF, includ-

ing assuring that these bourgeois-populist

demagogues would be invited to partici-

pate in a “Socialism Conference” they are

planning.

The Freedom Charter is a bourgeois-

populist programme premised on main-
taining capitalism and seeking merely to

make possible “the development of a pros-

perous Non-European bourgeois class”

(“In Our Lifetime” by Nelson Mandela.

1956). The UDF was the popular front

of the 1980s through which the militant,

pro-socialist black working-class base of

COSATU and the SACP were shackled to

bourgeois nationalism and subordinated

to the ANC. The outcome of this popular

front—which the NUMSA tops hope to

re-create—is precisely the neo-apartheid

capitalist system we have today, a cruel

betrayal of the black masses’ aspirations

for freedom.

The NUMSA lops’ class collaboration

was also seen in their use of the bourgeois

courts against their COSATU rivals to get

Zwelinzima Vavi reinstated as COSATU
general secretary. This unprincipled

maneuvering further encourages direct

intervention by the bourgeois state and

bourgeois parties, which can only help to

further the trade unions’ subordination to

the capitalist exploiters. Immediately after

Vavi’s re-insiatement. this opening was

used by the ANC. which sent in a task

team headed by Cyril Ramaphosa to force

the warring factions to toe the line and

call a truce for the elections. As part of

this deal. Vavi went out on the campaign

trail on May Day to herd the workers as

voting cattle for the ANC.
Their maneuvering on behalf of Vavi

may very well have backfired for the

NUMSA lops. Once he was back in office

and hopeful of renewed offers of influ-

ence within the ANC. Vavi decided he no

longer needed their backing or that of the

other eight COSATU affiliates that took

his case to court, and announced that he

would not support their new court case to

force COSATU president S’dumo Dlamini

to call a special congress. This was after he

had rejected NUMSA’s call that he refrain

from campaigning for the ANC. According

to some reports. Vavi also spumed appeals

from NUMSA to become the leader of the

new “workers party” they hope to launch.

Besides assisting the bourgeoisie and

its courts to keep the unions under their

thumb, all this unprincipled maneuvering

only serves to demoralise those sections

of the working class that are looking for

alternatives to the Alliance, and breed

cynicism. What’s needed instead is a

principled political fight to cohere a class-

struggle opposition to the sellout tops in

both factions of the COSATU bureauc-

racy. A key demand for this struggle is

the complete independence of the trade

unions from the bourgeois state.

The various groups that make up

the pseudo-socialist left are all tailing

the NUMSA bureaucracy. With vary-

ing degrees of criticism, they all hail the

"NUMSA Moment”—the name coined

for the NUMSA lops’ efforts to create a

"new” popular front on the basis of the

Freedom Charter and launch a reformist

workers party to replace the SACP. This is

not surprising, since most of these pseudo-

socialist groups had previously supported

the ANC and Tripartite Alliance as long

as they were still relatively popular. After

turning away from open support for the

Alliance in recent years, they turned to

forming various “movements” on the basis

of lowest-common-denominator politics.

What all of these lash-ups inevitably had

in common was the aim to pressurise the

bourgeois Tripartite Alliance government.

A good example is the Democratic

Socialist Movement, section of the Com-
mittee for a Workers’ International, which

last year launched the Workers and Social-

ist Parly (WASP) as a supposed step toward

a “mass” (reformist) workers party—and

above all to contest the 2014 elections. In

their year-long election campaign. WASP
made a series of desperate attempts to

chase after “the masses” through oppor-

tunist, unprincipled maneuvers. First they

approached Malema’s EFF for an election

bloc; then they pleaded pathetically for

the NUMSA tops to “lead us,” includ-

ing supporting their use of the bourgeois

courts; they tried to curry favour with

dissident AMCU shop stewards by hold-

ing a strikebreaking press conference to

counsel against the strike on the eve of

the strike; finally, they announced Moses
Mayekiso—a formerNUMSA leader, who
more recently tried (apparently unsuc-

cessfully) to make a career as a bourgeois

politician with the right-wing ANC split

COPE—as their presidential candidate.

In the end, all these opportunist crimes

didn’t pay loo well: WASP managed only

about 8,300 votes, or 0.05% of the total,

in the national elections.

Programme for Black
Proletarian Power
With key sections of the working class

questioning their continued political

loyalty to the ANC and the Tripartite

Alliance, and the ongoing militant class

struggles in the mines, there are impor-

tant openings for the forging of a revolu-

tionary vanguard party. But this outcome

is not guaranteed, and trade-union mili-

tancy alone will not be enough. To prevent

that militancy from being channeled into

another dead end of class collaboration or

bourgeois populism, the decisive question

is programme. The working class needs a

programme that reflects its independent

class interests and leading, revolutionary

role. Not just a programme to struggle for

better wages and working conditions from

the capitalists, but a programme to seize

power from the capitalists and run the

economy in the interests of the majority.

The NUMSA lops’ programme is clear:

they hope for a return to the days of the

Congress Alliance before the end of apart-

heid, to the ANC of Mandela and Tambo
and the SACP of Chris Hani and Joe

Slovo. These are some of the key archi-

tects of the neo-apartheid order, including

Slovo’s "sunset clauses” for continuing

while privileges (after 1994]. At the core

of NUMSA’s “new” proposals today is a

desire to return to the supposedly “revo-

lutionary” programme of Stalinist "two-

stage revolution,” which in South Africa

has always gone by the name “national

democratic revolution.” This was spelled

out explicitly in a recent statement by

NUMSA general secretary Irvin Jim:

“Our call for a United Front of the work-

ing class and a Movement for Socialism Is

precisely a defence of the national demo-
cratic programme, the Freedom Charter,

which remains the only programme that

is capable of laying the basis for socialist

transformation of South African society”

(numsa.org.za, 20 May).

The "national democratic programme”
of political alliance with bourgeois-

nationalist forces has never laid the basis

for socialism; it has always subordinated

the working class to the class enemy and

laid the basis for reaction. This is the les-

son to be learned from the long history

of bloody defeats for the working class.

From the slaughter of tens of thousands

of communists and workers in Shang-

hai in 1927 at the hands of former “ally”

Chiang Kai-shek, to the Marikana massa-

cre in 2012—the “second stage” is always

the bourgeois nationalists turning on and

slaughtering workers and communists once

they have used them to climb to power.

South Africa today is living proof that

national liberation and the other gains

that were promised to the masses by the

“national democratic revolution” cannot

be achieved within a capitalist frame-

work. They can only be achieved through

the dictatorship of the proletariat, which

will inescapably place on the order of the

day not only democratic but also socialist

tasks, and will at the same time provide

a mighty impulse to the international

socialist revolution. To prevail against

imperialist hostility and open the way for

an all-sided economic and social devel-

opment in Southern Africa and the rest

of the continent, requires the extension of

the revolution to the imperialist centres

and establishment of an international,

planned socialist economy. This is the

essence of Leon Trotsky’s perspective of

permanent revolution, which was pow-

erfully confirmed by the 1917 Russian

October Revolution.

The SACP leaders are rightly reviled

by many militant workers today—includ-

ing members of the SACP itself—for

their craven support to the ANC tops and

Zuma in particular. But it is not enough

to simply reject the SACP tops’ current

policies. It is crucial for advanced work-

ers to also learn to consciously reject the

SACP’s reformist programme (including

what is today peddled by Irvin Jim and

the NUMSA bureaucracy) in favour of

the genuine communism practiced by

the Bolshevik Party under the leader-

ship of Lenin and Trotsky—the revolu-

tionary internationalist programme that

was trampled underfoot by the Stalinists

and replaced by its opposite. Conditions

in South Africa today are crying out for

the formation of a party of the Bolshevik

type—an uncompromising parly based

on the independence of the working class

from the bourgeoisie, fighting for prole-

tarian leadership of the toiling masses,

and acting as a revolutionary tribune of

the people to oppose every manifestation

of capitalist oppression.

This is the kind of party that Spartacist/

South Africa is trying to build. We have

consistently opposed, on principle, any

political support to the ANC or any other

bourgeois parties and from the beginning

denounced the post-1994 neo-apartheid

system, administered by the Tripartite

Alliance government, as a betrayal of

the struggle for black freedom. Today, it

is necessary to assimilate the lessons of

these bitter betrayals as a necessary part

of the work of building the revolutionary

vanguard party needed to get rid of this

racist system of capitalist exploitation.

Toward that end. we raise the following:

1. Break with the bourgeois Tripartite

Alliance! For political independence of

the proletariat from all bourgeois parties—
ANC. EFF. PAC, AZAPO. DA. Agang. etc.

2. No reliance on the state that mas-

sacred the Marikana strikers. Cops and

security guards out of the unions! The
capitalist courts have no place in disputes

of the workers movement. Labour must

clean its own house!

3. Down with labour brokers! The
unions must fight for full, permanent jobs

for all contract and temporary workers

and for equal pay for equal work. Organ-

ise the unorganised!

4. For integrated, multiethnic defence

guards based on the trade unions to fight

against anti-immigrant attacks and defend

working-class communities against vigi-

lantism. Labour must fight for full citi-

zenship rights for all immigrants and
oppose deportations.

5. Down with the Traditional Courts

Bill and all special powers and privileges

of the chieftancy! These are particularly

oppressive to black women, who are tri-

ply oppressed under neo-apartheid. For

access to free, safe abortion and birth

control on demand, as part of free, high-

quality health care for all. Oppose oppres-

sive. backward traditional practices like

polygamy, lobola (bride price] and ukutlx-

wala [marriage by capture].

6. For a massive public works pro-

gramme. at union wages and conditions,

to maintain and expand roads, build hos-

pitals. schools, housing, etc. For free,

quality health care for all! For free edu-

cation. open admissions, and a state-paid

living stipend through to the university

level! Smash “e-tolls” [road tollsl—for

free. safe, mass public transport!

7. For a 30-hour workweek with no

loss in pay to distribute the available

jobs among all who need work and com-
bat unemployment at the expense of the

capitalists. For massive wage increases to

close the apartheid wage gap, and a slid-

ing scale of wages to keep pace with the

skyrocketing costs of living. For a class-

struggle leadership in the unions!

8. New October Revolutions—not the

Freedom Charter—are the only way for-

ward to national liberation of the black

majority. For a black-centred workers

government, part of a socialist federation

of Southern Africa, that fights for inter-

national workers rule and an international

planned socialist economy. Expropriate

the bourgeoisie—from Jo’burg, to Lon-

don. to Wall Street!

9. Forge a Leninist-Trotskyist vanguard

party as a section of a reforged Fourth

International, world party of socialist

revolution.!
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TRUCKERS’ STRIKES OF 1934
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1934: Three Dunne brothers (from left), Vincent (Ray), Grant and Miles,

Trotskyist militants who helped lead Teamsters strikes to victory.

A Review and
Commentary

by E. Tanner

Part One
“The most important of all prerequisites

for the development of a militant labor

movement is the leaven of principled com-

munists.” So wrote James P. Cannon, a

leader of the Communist League of Amer-

ica (CLA), toward the end of the second

of three truckers strikes that convulsed the

city of Minneapolis in 1934. Bryan Palm-

er's Revolutionary Teamsters, an in-depth

study of those strikes—which were led by

CLA members—brings this lesson home.

That spring and summer, the Minne-
apolis Teamster strikes overlapped with

a similarly hard-fought 83-day strike by

West Coast longshoremen and maritime

unions, a battle that culminated in a four-

day general strike in San Francisco. Both
strikes were part of a wave of labor strug-

gle that swept the country as the work-

ing class, shaking off the paralysis that

had accompanied the onset of the Great

Depression in 1929, began to fight. What
distinguished these two strikes, along with

one by auto parts workers in Toledo, from
other 1934 labor battles is that they won
big. establishing union representation for

masses of previously unorganized work-

ers and opening the road to the upsurge

later in the decade that forged the industrial

unions of the Congress of Industrial Organ-

izations (CIO). Key to the victory of all

three strikes was the leadership provided

by “reds”—labor militants who consid-

ered themselves socialist or communist.
As we explained in Part One of our two-

part article “Then and Now” (WV Nos.

1050 and 1051, 8 August and 5 September):

“Unlike other strikes at the time, the mil-

itancy of the workers was not restrained

by leaders who promoted the lie of a

‘partnership’ between labor and capital,

instead, the mass strength and solidarity

of the workers was organized and politi-

cally directed by leaders who rejected any
notion that the bosses are ‘reasonable’ or
their stale ’neutral.' Understanding the
forces of the class enemy that would be
arrayed against any union struggle, the
leaders of these strikes were prepared for

class war,"

When academics take up a subject of

keen interest to revolutionary Marxists,

the results are often disappointing. That

was certainly the case with Philip A.

Korth's The Minneapolis Teamsters Strike

of 1934 (Michigan Stale University Press.

1995). Although basing his narrative on

some interesting oral history interviews.

Korlh painted the titanic battles waged
by the insurgent truckers as an unfortu-

nate class polarization that illustrated the

need for the capitalist rulers to establish

a “community” agency like the National

Labor Relations Board to regulate indus-

trial relations.

There is no danger of such a fundamen-

tal misunderstanding from Bryan Palmer,

a professor at Canada’s Trent University

with an impressive body of work on

North American left and labor history.

Writing with sympathy for the proletar-

ian revolutionary cause. Palmer places

the CLA leadership—^Trotskyists whom
the Spartacist League counts among its

forebears—at the center of his narrative,

detailing the ways in which they “proved

undeniably more resolute and far-seeing”

and "more decisively in control of the

events” than the other left-wing 1934

strike leaderships. In Minneapolis, the

CLA militants sought not only to build

and strengthen the basic economic organ-

izations of the working class, but also to

educate the union ranks in the principles

of class struggle. Palmer quotes Cannon:
“Every strike settlement is a compromise
in the sense that it leaves the bosses in

control of industry and free to exploit

the workers. The best settlement only
limits and checks this exploitation to a

certain extent. Realistic leaders do not

expect justice from the capitalists, they

only strive to extract as much as possible

for the union in the given situation and
strengthen their forces for another fight."—"Minneapolis Strike—An

Answer to Its Defamers."

Militant. 16 June 1934

Revolutionary Teamsters grew out of

research for the second volume of Palm-

er’s projected three-volume biography of

Cannon. (For a review of his first volume,

see “A Biography of James P. Cannon.”

Spartacist No. 60. Autumn 2007). The
Prometheus Research Library (PRL). li-

brary and archive of the Central Commit-
tee of the Spartacist League/U.S.. was one

of many institutions that assisted Palmer

in preparing that previous book. PRL staff

members also were among those who read

and critiqued early manuscripts of Revo-

lutionary Teamsters, as Palmer writes in

his “Acknowledgements.”

Available for the last year only as an

outrageously expensive hardback intended

for the academic market. Revolutionary

Teamsters has now been published in

paperback by Haymarkel Books. Happily,

this edition preserves 28 pages of graph-

ics (although without the color plates and

photo-grade paper used in the hardback).

The photographs will greatly assist read-

ers. many of whom have witnessed little

labor struggle in their lifetimes, to visu-

alize the class war that rocked Minneapo-
lis. including the pitched battles in which
strikers routed police and their deputized

auxiliaries. During the decisive five-week

strike in July-August, cops armed with

special riot guns shot 67 union picket-

ers (two of whom died), martial law was
declared and National Guard troops occu-

pied the city. Readers might also want to

view “Labor’s Turning Point.” a 1981 TV
documentary now available on YouTUbe
that features stunning 1934 newsreels as

well as interviews with participants.

The Trotskyists inspired and mobilized
the truckers in ways hardly imaginable
today. Palmer’s text frequently makes (he

Minneapolis events come alive, marshal-

ing an impressive array of published and

archival sources. He vividly describes the

extensive preparations for the second and

third strikes, in particular the transforma-

tion of old warehouse spaces into strike

headquarters, which included a hospital,

kitchens and truck refueling and repair

facilities. His chapter on Minneapolis

Teamster Local 574's Women’s Auxil-

iary—whose members were integral to the

strike apparatus, among other things run-

ning the commissary that fed thousands of

strikers and their supporters daily—is par-

ticularly notable. So is his account of the

Minneapolis Central Council of Workers

(MCCW). a united front initiated and led

by CLA cadre that organized the unem-
ployed working on public relief projects,

bringing them to union pickets and evening

meetings at strike headquarters.

Minnesota: A Unique
Political Landscape

Revolutionary Teamsters adds signif-

icant detail to previously published ac-

counts. Best known is Teamster Rebellion

(1972), written by Farrell Dobbs, a young
trucker who was catapulted into the strike

leadership team and joined the CLA. As
the memoir of a leading participant, that

book remains central to any attempt to

revisit the 1934 events, although Dobbs
eventually abandoned the revolutionary

politics that animated him at the time.

(As National Secretary of the Socialist

Workers Party, the CLA’s eventual suc-

cessor. he presided over the organization’s

descent into reformism in the 1960s). Not
as well known is American City: A Rank
and File History (1937), a comprehensive
study written by the liberal journalist

Charles Rumford Walker in the after-

math of the strikes. Currently available in

a 2005 reprint. Walker’s excellent account
situates the Teamster battle in the specific

social, economic and political context of

both Minneapolis and Minnesota.
Though not without criticisms. Palmer

acknowledges his debt to both works. He
follows Walker in his description of the

marked decline by 1934 of the railroads

and extractive industries (mining and lum-
ber) that had previously driven the region’s

economic growth. Agriculture was left as

the central engine of the economy, but

American farming had been in free fall

since the early 1920s. Minneapolis was a

center for milling wheal, with many city

dwellers retaining family links to rural

areas. One of the first points that Walker
made was that "the farmer is one-half of

economics and two-third of politics in

Minnesota.” Unfortunately. Palmer gives

short shrift to this crucial observation
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Minnesota was one of only a few states

where agrarian Populism—which had dom-

inated rural areas for decades from the time

of the 1870s Grange movement—retnained

an important political force. It had pro-

pelled the slate's Farnter-Labor Parly (FLP)

into the position of the Republican Parly’s

main bourgeois electoral rival, surpassing

the Democrats, with whom the FLP was

in a sometimes-uneasy alliance. (The two

parties finally merged in 1944.) But Palmer

never explores the ways in which the FLP
made the Minnesota political landscape

unique, creating both potential open-

ings and pitfalls for an astute communist

organization spearheading a union organ-

izing drive, as Part Two of this article will

detail.

Instead, Palmer insists on seeing Minne-

apolis as a locale of "uneven and combined

development.” making belabored and erro-

neous use of the concept, which Trotsky

expounded in reference to tsarist Russia

and the imperialist-dominated countries

where capitalism arrived late. In such soci-

eties. modern industry is superimposed on

backward, traditional economies. Palmer

argues that the weakness of the AFL
unions and the strength of the Citizens

Alliance—a group of some 800 employers

who maintained an iron grip on the city,

keeping wages low and unions out through

a network of anti-union provocateurs and

informers—made class relations in Min-

neapolis particularly brittle. The open-

ing thereby created for a small group of

Trotskyists to assume leadership of a major

class struggle was. in Palmer’s words, "the

privilege of historical backwardness,"

But he fails to make a convincing case

that the relation of class forces in Min-

neapolis was different in any substantial

way from other anti-union bastions of the

lime. e.g.. Detroit or Los Angeles. The

inappropriate use of Trotsky’s concept

fails to lake adequate account of the strike

wave that was sweeping the country as a

whole. In the end. it conceals far more

than it elucidates.

The Importance
of the Party Fraction

Revolutionary Teamsters includes a

useful appendix that details the origins

and early history of the CLA, giving par-

ticular emphasis to the poisonous personal

polarization within its leadership between

Cannon and his supporters (including the

Minneapolis local leadership) on one side

and Max Shachtman and his supporters

on the other. This destructive internal

struggle, which almost split the organi-

zation. was documented by the PRL in

its book Dog Days: James P. Cannon
Vi. Max Shachtman in the Communist
League ofAmerica, 1931-1933 (2000).

The upsurge of workers struggle that

began in 1933 enabled the CLA to finally

turn outward toward the mass movement,

contributing to the end of this internal

battle, which had no principled program-

matic basis. In early 1934. League mem-
bers found themselves in the leadership of

a strike by New York hotel workers. The

.strike’s leader. B.J. Field, was expelled

by the CLA in the middle of the battle

for violating discipline. Field had ele-

vated himself above the CLA fraction,

the body on which he nominally sat that

was charged with overseeing the parly’s

intervention into the strike. He let himself

be taken in by mediators from the Federal

Labor Board, ignoring the counsel of the

CLA leadership who knew that the "help”

proffered by these slick operators would

be a "noose for the strike” (as Cannon put

it). The hotel strike went down to defeat.

The success in Minneapolis came hot

on the heels of the disaster in New York.

The contrast was later noted by Cannon:

"In our movement we never played with

the absurd idea that only those directly

connected with a union are capable

of giving assistance. Modern strikes

need political direction more than

anything else. If our party, our League
as we called it then, deserved to exist it

would have come to the aid of the local

comrades. As is always the case with

trade union leaders, especially in strike

limes, they were under the weight and

stress of a thousand pressing details. A
political parly, on the other hand, rises

above the details and generalizes from

ihe main issues. A trade union leader

who rejects the idea of political advice

in the struggle against the bosse.s and
their government, with its cunning
devices, traps and methods of exerting

pressure, is deaf, dumb and blind. Our
Minneapolis comrades were not of this

type. They turned to us for help."

—History ofAntfrican Tn>lskvi\ni

(1944)'

Minneapolis was the only place in the

country where a sizable proportion of

the CP’s core leadership had come over

to the Trotskyist movement—cadre with

deep social roots in the city and years

of experience working together in the

labor movement. The branch had a social

weight unique to the tiny CLA. enabling

the cadre there to transform the insubstan-

tial Local 574 (which Cannon later aptly

described as "holding on to the ragged

edge of nothing") into an industrial union

of some 7.000 truckers as well as loaders

and warehouse workers by May 1934.

Palmer is at his best in the chapter

describing the political histories, person-

alities and interconnections of the CLA
members who conceived of and carried

through this campaign. Pulling together

information from previously disparate

sources, he paints compelling portraits

of Carl Skoglund (“Skogie") and Vincent

(Ray) Dunne along with his brothers.

Miles and Grant. All found themselves

working in the coal-hauling yards in the

early 1930s. Understanding that truckers

were strategic to the economy of an agri-

cultural hub like Minneapolis, they made

various attempts to prod Local 574 into

an organizing campaign. But it only took

off after the gregarious Miles succeeded

in selling the idea to the local’s president.

Bill Brown, who was disaffected with the

craft-union prejudices and bureaucratic

inertia of the national Teamster leadership.

Bill Brown was an FLP activist, not

a Trotskyist, but he had a "sound class

instinct” (Cannon’s words). His support to

the volunteer organizing committee set up

by the Dunne brothers and Skoglund was

crucial. It gave the committee the cover to

organize truckers and their helpers on an

industrial basis into an established AFL
union, enabling them to do an end run

around the craft-union bureaucrats who
dominated Local 574’s executive board.

The strength of Palmer’s book is that

he understands how much the CLA as a

whole contributed to the battle in Min-

neapolis. Palmer describes the supporting

role of local CLA members and chron-

icles the growth of the local branch in

parallel with the union. The first strike

in the coal yards, carefully timed for a

cold-snap in February, was won in three

days as the innovative "flying picket"

squads initiated by the strikers shut the

coal yards light. There was consultation

with the New York CLA leadership but

little need to involve national resources.

In the aftermath of the February vic-

tory. things moved with lightning speed

as truckers from all the city’s industries

began flocking into Local 574. Due to

what Palmer views as misplaced concerns

about the strains on New York, the Minne-

apolis Trotskyists didn’t keep the national

leadership abreast of developments, which

Ray Dunne later wrote was a "grievous

mistake." Cannon and other CLA leaders

in New York were caught offguard when
the national newspapers carried accounts

of the pitched battles in the Minneapo-
lis market area on May 21-22 that kept

the companies from resuming operations

with scab drivers. In what became known
as the "Battle of Deputies Run,” the truck-

ers and their supporters routed the cops

and their specially deputized anti-union

volunteers, killing two.

The money to fly Cannon into Minne-

apolis was quickly scraped together. He

arrived just after FLP governor Floyd B.

Olson had stepped in to negotiate a truce.

The May settlement that followed was

not a total union victory but a compro-

mise. It gave the union the essentials of

recognition; however, it was ambiguous

with regard to the inclusion of the inside

warehouse workers. The strike leadership,

with Cannon’s full support, recommended

the agreement to the membership because

it allowed the union to regroup its forces

while advancing the fight on the ground

to represent all its members. The impla-

cability of the bosses soon made it clear

that a third strike would be necessary, for

which the CLA mobilized nationally.

The CLA brought in some key pieces

to reinforce Local 574’s impressive strike

apparatus, including Cannon and Shacht-

man. Along with the experienced journal-

ist Herbert Solow. Shachtman would be

essential to producing the Organizer, the

daily strike newspaper that Local 574 pro-

duced during the third strike to mobilize,

motivate and inform their members. This

innovation of the Trotskyists proved cru-

cial in combating the red scare that both

Teamsters president Daniel Tobin and the

bourgeois media bellowed forth as the

strike began.

Hugo Oehler—an experienced mass

organizer who had been a leader of the bit-

terly fought 1929 Gastonia. North Carolina,

textile strike—was brought in to mobilize

the unemployed behind the Teamsters.

From the Chicago CLA came the lawyer

Albert Goldman. Providing essential legal

counsel. Goldman also proved himself an

able revolutionary propagandist, and his

speeches to union gatherings were often

reprinted in the Organizer. Palmer details

the activities of all these men. as well as

local CLA members like Oscar Coover and

Chester Johnson, unionists who marched

a contingent of electricians to Local 574’s

headquarters to support the May strike,

and railway engineer C.R. Hedlund. who
also mobilized support in the broader

labor movement. Clara Dunne and Marvell

Scholl, the wife of Farrell Dobbs who was

recruited to the CLA along with her hus-

band. ran the Women's Auxiliary. Palmer

also notes that strikers like Harry DeBoer

and Jack Maloney joined the League in the

course of the struggle.

Notably absent from Palmer’s book,

however, is any substantial discussion of

the party body responsible for the work

in Local 574—the Teamster fraction of

the Minneapolis CLA branch. This hole

in Revolutionary Teamsters is not sur-

prising given that Palmer is an academic,

but it is glaring. Trotsky had stressed the

absolute necessity of trade-union frac-

tions in a document written to address

the internal dispute in the CLA in 1933

(“Trade-Union Problems in America." 23

September 1933). As the PRL explained:

"Essential to consistent work in any
milieu is the organization of party cadre

in working bodies that regularly meet,

discuss how to implement party perspec-

tives, and continually evaluate ongoing
work, as laid out in the resolution on
organization adopted by the Third Con-
gress of the Communist International.

This is the only way the party can act as

a ‘fist’ in social struggle. In the absence

of fractions responsible to geographi-

cally organized local committees, cadres,

especially in the trade unions, are inor-

dinately susceptible to political pressures

that can pull them off course."

—Introduction. Dog Days

The CLA’s attempts to work within the

Progressive Miners of America in Southern

continued on page 1
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Young Spartacus

Abolish the Student Debt! Free Quality Education for All!

M/b// Street's For-Profit University Rip-Off
Years of education-funding cutbacks,

skyrocketing tuition and the shredding of

affirmative action programs have forced

most working-class, poor and minority

students out of access to community col-

leges and universities. For-profit universi-

ties have jumped into the breach, promising

pie in the sky while delivering substandard

education and debt bondage. With their

tuition fees a whopping five to six times

higher than those at community colleges

and at least double those of four-year state

universities, the for-profits have been big

money makers on Wall Street. They partic-

ularly cashed in on the devastation follow-

ing the 2008-09 financial crisis, preying

on the growing millions desperate to find

a job, for whom a college education is seen

as the only way out.

Television, billboard and other exten-

sive advertising for Phoenix, DeVry, ITT
Technical and a plethora of other for-profit

universities is aimed at the most vulnera-

ble layers of society. Promising education

and training for well-paying jobs, they

particularly target those who have no

options other than federal student loans,

from which the for-profits rake in $30 bil-

lion a year revenue.

A suit filed against Corinthian Col-

leges by California’s attorney general,

charging that the college lied about the

success of its former students, uncovered

internal documents de.scribing its prime

audience as “isolated,” “impatient" indi-

viduals with “low self esteem” who have

“few people in their lives who care about

them." Geared particularly to single-parent

families with incomes at or near the offi-

cial poverty level, Corinthian—which in-

cludes Everest, Heald and WyoTech col-

leges—ran ads on the Jerry Springer and

Maury Povich shows combined with high-

pressure recruitment tactics.

Testifying before a Senate education

committee, a former recruiter for ITT said

she used and taught a process called the

"pain funnel.” where admissions officers

would ask students increasingly probing

questions about where their lives were
going wrong. Another onetime for-profit

recruiter reported that she was ordered to

make 300 to 450 calls a day with instruc-

tions to “get to their pain” and “convince

them that a college degree is going to

solve all their problems.” Once lured in

with the promise of career courses (some

of which were not even taught), the for-

profits have students sign federal loan

applications, leaving them mostly in the

dark as to the amount of debt they are

taking on. Moreover, it is virtually impos-
sible to get out of student loan debt.

Saturday, Sept. 27, 7 p.m.

OISE
Room 331

1

252 Bloor Street West
(Sl. George subway)

For information: (416) 593-4130
sparlcan@on.aibn com

As a policy analyst on federal student

loans, interviewed on a 2010 PBS Front-

line documentary on for-profit universi-

ties, explained:

“It is the most collectible kind of debt

there is. It is non-dischargeable in bank-
ruptcy. They will garnish your wages.
They will intercept your tax refunds.

They will sue you in court.. .you become
ineligible for federal employment. You
become ineligible for any other kind of

federal benefit. Increasingly, many states

piggy-back those prohibitions,"

In short, as he concluded, “it ruins you."

One of the few regulations curbing the

for-profit colleges is a law mandating that

no more than 90 percent (!) of college rev-

enue can come from federal student loans.

This has made military veterans, whose

GI benefits are exempt from this regula-

tion. a hot commodity for the for-profit

universities. For many who enlisted to pay

for an otherwise unobtainable education

and then served as cannon fodder for U.S.

imperialism's dirty wars and occupations

abroad, the meager veterans’ benefits are

seen as a cash cow for Wall Street vultures

at home. ITT came up with another “inno-

vation” to make up its 10 percent short-

fall in funding. That was to offer private

loans at zero interest rates to new students.

If not repaid within a year, the students

were made to take on a new loan at up to

14.75 percent interest. A student missing

any monthly payment would be pulled out

of class and threatened with being kicked

VANCOUVER
Saturday, Oct. 4, 1:30 p.m.

Roundhouse Community Centre
Multimedia Room

181 Roundhouse Mews
(corner of Davie and Pacific)

For information: (604) 687-0353
trotskyist_vancouver@shawcable.com

out if they didn’t make a payment on the

spot. All of this has created huge wealth

for the corporations running these col-

leges. According to a Mother Jones article

"Screw U: How For-Profit Colleges Rip

You Off* (31 January). ITT’s revenue has

“nearly doubled over the past seven years,

closing in on $1.3 billion last year.”

As we wrote in “Students in Capital-

ist America: Huge Debt, No Jobs, No
Future” {WV No. 989, 28 October 2011):

“It is a measure of the decay in society

that the only way for the majority of work-

ing class and poor to get a college edu-

cation is to take on tens of thousands of

dollars in loans, only to find themselves

reduced to indentured servitude to pay

back their financial usurers.” Even those

who do graduate from the for-profit col-

leges often find that their degree is worth

little more than the paper it is written on.

One group of students studying nursing

at Everest College was told they would

get jobs paying $25-$35 an hour. Paying

nearly $30,000 for a 12-monlh program,

the training these students received would
be laughable if it wasn’t so devastating for

the students.

As one woman graduate told PBS: “I

got my license in December of ’09. and

I’ve been on countless interviews. And
they all ask if I’ve ever been in a hospi-

tal. and I would have to tell them we never

set foot in a hospital, ever. We went to a

museum of Scientology for our psychia-

tric rotation.” A fellow graduate of the

program added that they went to a day
care for their pediatric rotation. Other stu-

dents have completed their degrees only

to find that they were invalid because the

college was not accredited.

Capitalist Democrats
Weep Crocodile Tears

Amidst the devastation of the 2008-09
economic crash. Obama declared that

"every American will need to gel more
than a high school diploma.” and "by 2020.
America will once again have the high-

est proportion of college graduates in the
world," In the intervening years. Obama's
Democratic Party administration has con-
tinued the decades-long assault on K
through 12 public education coupled with
a union-busting offensive against teachers
across the country. At the same lime, states

have continued to cut funds for higher edu-

cation to make up budget deficits. With

public universities and community col-

leges stretched to the breaking point, the

door was opened for the for-profit univer-

sities to step in. promising to fill the gap

while in fact filling their pockets.

While imposing token fines and reg-

ulations aimed at curbing the “excesses”

of the for-profits, the government has

allowed them to continue more or less

unmolested. Most recently, much has been

made of Obama’s proposal to impose a

regulation to limit federal student aid

for for-profit universities if more than 30

percent of their students default on their

loans. In short, the yardstick is not pro-

viding education but limiting the costs to

the government. Accepting that nearly a

third of the students will spend their lives

in debt peonage, the regulation allows for

8 percent of the wages and 20 percent of

the disposable income of the lucky few

who do graduate and find a job to go to

repaying their “debt to society."

The former president of the for-profil

college association cynically proclaimed

that “we educate the students that tradi-

tional higher education has given up on.”

But he scored a point by observing that

if the government wanted to help it could

easily wipe out the student debt! Secre-

tary of Education Arne Duncan shot back

that this was the "wrong answer." While
Obama laments with hypocritical concern

the plight of students with massive debts

and no job. the truth is the Democrats are

complicit with keeping afloat the giant

corporations that run the for-profits.

(Quality education should be the right of

all society, not a privilege for the few who
can afford to pay for it. But under capital-

ism, the ruling class only invests in edu-

cation for the working class and poor to

the extent that they can expect returns on
that investment in the form of profit. This
was baldly explained by a former director

of Phoenix University, the granddaddy of

the for-profit colleges, who declared: "Lis-

ten, I’m happy that there are places in the

world where people sit down and think.

We need that. But that's very expensive,

and not everybody can do that. And so for

the vast majority of folks, who don’t get

that privilege, then I think it’s a business
”

We fight for free, quality, integrated

education for all—from pre-K to a doctor-

ate. To provide real access to higher edu-
cation. we call for open admissions, free

tuition and state-paid living stipends for

all students as well as the nationalization

of both the for-profit colleges and the old
private universities. These measures must
be made retroactive by canceling all stu-

dent loan debt, both private and federal.

We demand full remedial programs at

the universities and an end to the “track-
ing" system in high schools. A country as
wealthy as the United States could easily
meet such demands. The problem is that

the wealth and the power in this society
lie in the hands of the capitalist class

whose prolits derive from the exploitation

and immiseration of the many.
The Spartacist League and the Spart-

acus Youth Clubs are dedicated to build-
ing the revolutionary party that can lead
the working class in the fight to wrest
the wealth created by its labor out of the
hands of the greedy capitalist rulers and
use it to meeting the needs of the many.
In a socialist America, education will not
only be the right of all but will also be
dedicated to benefiting all of humanity.*

Trotskyist League/Ligue Trotskyste Forums

From World War I to Today

100 Years of Imperialist Barbarism
For Workers Revolution to Sweep Away the

Capitalist Order Worldwide

TORONTO

neuters

Students and other Occupy Wall Street activists protest student debt peon-
age, New York City, October 2011.
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Young Spartacus

Protest Witchhunt at University of Illinois!

Reinstate Steven Salaita,

Opponent of Zionist Terror!
On September 11, the University of Illi-

nois board of trustees upheld the firing last

month of outspoken Palestinian American

academic Steven Salaita. Slated to join the

faculty at Urbana-Champaign as a tenured

professor in the American Indian Studies

program. Salaita became the target of a

vicious Zionist witchhunt after he con-

demned Israel’s relentless barrage of ter-

ror against the population of Gaza this

summer. In defense of the embattled Pal-

estinians, Salaita posted a series of tweets

thumb. During our subscription drive,

Workers Vanguard teams from Chicago

have met a number of students who defend

Salaita because they are in solidarity with

his defense of the Palestinians. "If they’re

going to deny this would-be professor to

teach here,’’ said a U of I junior, “what

would come next?”

The administration’s witchhunters are

particularly incensed by Salaita’s state-

ment that he wished Zionist settlers in the

West Bank “would go missing.” In fact.

a position. In his academic career. Salaita

has published half a dozen books, includ-

ing Anti-Arab Racism in the USA, and

numerous journal articles on Arab Ameri-

can literature. Palestine and Native Amer-

ican culture. Salaita is just the latest in a

long list of faculty and students targeted

by pro-Israel forces. Anti-Zionist writer

Norman Finkelstein was hounded from

his assistant professor position at DePaul

University in 2007, shortly after a vicious

campaign was incited against Columbia

such as "Who is left for Israel to kill? This

is the logic of genocide.” In response to

pressure from some big-money donors, U
of I chancellor Phyllis Wise then yanked

Salaita’s job offer—a blatant act of cen-

sorship on behalf of Israel’s capitalist

rulers and their U.S. imperialist patrons.

The U of 1 witchhunt has been met with

protests from students, campus unions

such as the Graduate Employees Organ-

ization and the American Association

of University Professors. The Spartacist

League and Spartacus Youth Club join

in condemning the firing and demand

that Salaita be reinstated. "The firing of

Professor Salaita is the Israeli attack on

Palestine coming to our campus,” said a

September 3 protest letter signed by 98

Jewish U of I students, faculty, staff and

parents. In the weeks since his firing,

nearly a dozen campus departments have

voted no confidence in the chancellor.

Close to 20,000 have signed a change.org

petition protesting his termination, a peti-

tion we support. Thousands of academics

have pledged to boycott speaking engage-

ments at U of I.

Our defense of Salaita is linked to our

forthright defense of the Palestinians, who
have suffered more than six decades of

brutal oppression, dispossession and dire

poverty at the hands of the Israeli capital-

ist state. In the face of Israel’s barbarity in

Gaza, as Marxists we took a side militar-

ily in defense of Hamas, which runs Gaza,

without giving an iota of political support

to that reactionary Islamic fundamentalist

outfit. Defend the Palestinian people!

In condemning the latest attack on

Gaza, Salaita has aimed his fire not only

at the Zionist rulers and the U.S. and other

Western imperialists, but also at Arab

monarchs. the Islamic reactionaries of

ISIS and the Palestinian Authority, which

administers the West Bank under Israel’s

the ever-expanding Zionist settlements

in the West Bank have increasingly ghet-

toized the native Palestinian population,

from the walls surrounding the territory

to the “bypass roads” and the military

zones that are off-limits to the Palestin-

ians. Hundreds of thousands of settlers,

backed up by troops, routinely terrorize

Palestinian residents. We say: All Israeli

troops, settlers out of the West Bank and

East Jerusalem!

Chancellor Wise justified Salaita’s fir-

ing on the ground that the use of profanity

in his tweets violated academic “civility.”

This is pretty rich coming from a campus

administration that long insisted on retain-

ing its racist "Chief Illiniwek” sports mas-

cot despite protests from Native Ameri-

can groups. The reality is that Salaita is a

victim of politically biased censorship in

defense of the Zionists and their backers

in the American ruling class. As it has

for decades, Israel continues to play a key

role in securing U.S. imperialist interests

in the Near East.

Key to the campaign against Salaita

is the classic slander that any criticism

of Israel equals anli-Jewish bigotry, or

even support to "terrorism.” In Salaita’s

defense. Michael Rothberg, head of the

university’s English department and direc-

tor of its Initiative in Holocaust, Genocide,

and Memory Studies, wrote in an open

letter to Wise: “The tweets that have been

reproduced again and again in reports on

this case are not expressions of antisem-

itism. but criticism of how charges of

antisemitism are used to excuse otherwise

inexcusable actions.” As Salaita himself

put it, his attacks are on “the discourses

of Zionism that cheapen anti-Semitism

by likening it to principled stands against

state violence.”

Salaita gave up a tenured teaching job

at Virginia Tech after U of 1 offered him

Spartacus
Youth Club
(far left)

attended rally

against firing

of Professor
Salaita,

U of I

Urbana-
Champaign,
September 11.

University professor Joseph Massad, a

prominent advocate of Palestinian rights.

Many of Salaita’s defenders frame his

case in terms of "academic freedom.” In

fact, the universities have never been the

“ivory towers” of intellectual freedom

they claim to be. Through campus admin-

istrations. the capitalist ruling class runs

Sanchez/Chicago Tribune

Professor Steven Salaita

the education system to serve bourgeois

interests, including propagating bour-

geois ideology and training the necessary

administrative, technical and cultural per-

sonnel. The firing of Salaita illustrates

how the administration enforces the polit-

ical will of the bourgeoisie on campus. It

also shows that, in academia as elsewhere,

he who pays the piper calls the tune. A
letter to Chancellor Wise from one busi-

ness school alum who described himself

as a "multiple 6-figure donor" with "quite

a balance sheet." threatened to end the

gravy train if Salaita joined the faculty.

Shortly after, Salaita was out of a job.

Abolish the administration! For student/

workerlteacher control ofthe universities!

We defend Salaita, Massad, Finkel-

stein and other targets of such witchhunts

despite whatever differences they may
have with our Marxist worldview. Against

the Zionists and all forms of Arab nation-

alism and religious fundamentalism, we

emphasize that a just solution to the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict, where two peoples

lay antagonistic claims to the same small

piece of land, is not possible under capi-

talism. Every bourgeois "solution” either

perpetuates the oppression of the Palestin-

ians or envisions a reversal of the terms of

oppression, denying national rights to the

Israeli Jews. Our perspective is that ofjoint

class struggle by Jewish and Arab work-

ers, connected to working-class struggle

to overthrow capitalist rule throughout the

region. We fight for the establishment of a

socialist federation of the Near East—the

only way to guarantee the national rights

of the region’s myriad peoples. This per-

spective is integrally tied to the struggle for

socialist revolution in the U.S., the belly of

the imperialist beast.

Spartacus Youth Club Events

BAY AREA
Thursday, Sept. 25, 7:30 p.m.

Reconstruction,
Its Defeat, and the Rise of

U.S. Imperialism

SFSU, Cesar Chavez Student Center
Room T-153

Information and readings:

(510) 839-0851 • sycbayarea@fastmail.net

CHICAGO
Saturday, Sept. 27, 2 p.m.

ABCs of Communism
University of Illinois • Chicago

Addams Hall. 2nd Floor, Room 200
830 S. Halsted St.

(Take Blue Line to UlC-Halsted)

Information and readings:

(312) 563-0441 • chicagosyc@sbcglobal.net

TORONTO
Thursday, October 9. 7 p.m.

Defend the Palestinians!

For a Socialist Federation of

the Near East!

University of Toronto
Sidney Smith Hall. Room 2114

100 St. George Street

Information and readings:

(416) 593-4138 • spartcan@on.aibn.com

NEW YORK CITY

Tuesday, Sept. 30, 7 p.m.

For Black Liberation Through
Socialist Revolution:

A Marxist Analysis of

Black Oppression

City College of New York
NAC Rm, 1/209

130th St. and Amsterdam Avenue

information and readings.

(212) 267-1025

nysl@tiac.net

VANCOUVER
Wednesday, October 15, 6:30 p.m.

The Struggle for Native Rights

Marxism and the Aboriginal

Question in Canada
University of British Columbia

Irving Barber Learning Centre (IBLC)

Room 315
Information and readings:

(604) 687-0353
trotskyist_vancouver@shawcable.com

Visit the ICL Website:

www.icl-fi.org
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Poverty
Wages...
(continuedfrom page 1)

is that reforms are “winnable** through

electoral campaigns; so long as you don't

sound too radical, you will get something

concrete.

In fact, the Seattle ordinance came

with a number of escape hatches. Crafted

carefully, it contains such a conciliatory

phase-in period that $15 won’t actually

be reached until between 2017 and 2021

depending on the size of the company.

Accounting for the current rate of infla-

tion. the minimum wage will be well

below $15 in today's dollar terms by the

end of the phase-ins. The ordinance that

passed had been watered down to assuage

the concerns of business elites and Demo-
cratic Party city council members, result-

ing in a bill that is even weaker than the

one put forward by Mayor Murray’s advi-

sory committee.

When SAIl is not engaging in inane

hyperbole it does, at times, admit that the

ordinance has more than a few loopholes.

Among these are tip and health care

credits that allow businesses to pay less

for longer, and a lower wage for teenage

workers. The wage increase doesn't begin

until April 2015 and from that point

involves a two-year phase-in for big com-
panies and up to a six-year phase-in for

small companies, defined as any enter-

prise with fewer than 500 employees!

As a member of the mayor's hand-

picked advisory committee, Sawant was

the one who recommended the phase-in

for small businesses, with the goal of not

appearing “extremist” to Seattle's petty

bourgeoisie. During the final vote. Sawant

tried to dodge some of the concessions by

putting forward a series of amendments.

But after all were rejected, she touted the

compromise as a “victory.” San Fran-

cisco’s mayor, the liberal Democrat Ed
Lee. has proposed a $l5-an-hour ballot

measure that would take effect faster and

without the same exceptions—no weak-

kneed “socialist” conciliator he.

Reformists of SAU’s ilk are fond of

declaring their intent to drive the liberals

and Democrats to the left. In actuality,

the only motion these social democrats

display in their quest for a “reasonable”

compromise with the powers that be is to

the right. With SAlt now taking its “15

Now” campaign nationwide, these invet-

erate reformists undoubtedly went gaga

when on Labor Day President Obama
stated: “Until we've got a Congress that

cares about raising working folks’ wages,

it's up to the rest of us to make it happen.”

By SAlt’s lights, the 15 Now campaign
is the modern-day version of the great

class battles of the 1930s, presented as the

“reflection of what workers and the labor

movement have won on the streets.” This

Fair Deal for Chicago’s Working

Chicago mayor Rahm Emanuel (above on right) with fellow Democrats Illinois

governor Pat Quinn (on left) and Vice President Joe Blden posing as friends

of labor, August 25. Emanuel provoked 2012 teachers strike (right) by slash-

ing jobs, pay and conditions.

is to equate a bake sale with a general

strike. From the get-go. the whole exercise

in Seattle was about legislative wheeling

and dealing. The 15 Now coalition was

formed in mid January, two months after

the elections. Its members then held meet-

ings and rallies to popularize the demand,

all carefully calibrated not to rock the

boat or embarrass their ally in the mayor’s

office. The coalition levied a "threat” to

gather signatures for an alternate “strong-

er” ballot proposal, but dumped even that

idea after the weaker measure passed.

In their 30 June article “The Fight

Against Inequality Reaches New Heights”

(socialistalternative.org). SAll details 15

closer in the orbit of the Democratic Party,

which operates to suppress labor struggle

through the agency of the union bureauc-

racy. With Sawant declaring that “the

$15 demand marks a decisive challenge

to capitalism,” one can only wonder why
many bourgeois politicians see no prob-

lem in supporting it.

Abolish the Wage System!

Since long ago, the labor tops have

essentially renounced the class-struggle

methods that actually built the unions,

such as picket lines that bring business to

a grinding halt and plant occupations. As
a consequence of this recipe for defeat.

Now’s actual strategy: petitions, neigh-

borhood action committees and back-

ing candidates who make a pretense of

running independently of the Democrats

(which for them has always included those

of the small-time capitalist Green Party).

What it calls “democratic, visible, grass-

roots tactics” are, in plainer language, the

permissible forms of begging for crumbs

from so-called friends of labor in the

Democratic Party.

SAlt is peddling the snake oil that such

activity will bring the “resurgence of the

workers’ movement.” In reality, revitaliz-

ing labor will require breaking through

the legal constraints of bourgeois rule.

SAlt. however, would have workers pulled

SPARTACIST LEAGUE/U.S.
Local Directory and Public Offices

Web site: www.icl-fi.org • E-mail address: vanguard@tiac.net

National Office: Box 1377 GPO. New York. NY 10116. (212) 732-7860

Chicago Box 6441, Main PO. Chicago, IL 60680, (312) 563-0441
chicagospartacist@sbcglobal.net
Public Office: 1st Sat. of every month, 2-5 p.m., and by
appointment, 222 S. Morgan (Buzzer 23)

Los Angeles Box 29574. Los Feliz Sta„ Los Angeles, CA 90029, (213) 380-8239
slsycla@sbcglobal.net

Public Office: Sat, 2-5 p.m,, 3806 Beverly Blvd., Room 215

New York Box 3381, Church St, Sta., New York. NY 10008, (212) 267-1025
nys1@tiac.net

Public Office; 1st Sat. of every month. 1-4 p.m., and by
appointment, 299 Broadway, Suite 318. Manhattan

Oakland Box 29497. Oakland, CA 94604, (510) 839-0851
slbayarea@fastmail net

Public Office: Sat. 1-4 p.m., 1904 Franklin (Buzzer #407)

TROTSKYIST LEAGUE OF CANADA/LIGUE TROTSKYSTE DU CANADA

Montreal CP 83 Succ. Place-d'Armes, Montreal, QC H2Y 3E9. (514) 728-7578
trotskyste.monlreal@gmail.com

Toronto Box 7198, Station A, Toronto, ON M5W 1X8, (416) 593-4138
spartcan@on.aibn.com

Vancouver Box 2717. Main P.O., Vancouver. BC V6B 3X2, (604) 687-0353
trolskyist_vancouver@shawcable.com

Seattle,

19 December 2013:
Mayor Ed Murray
announces
minimum-wage
advisory committee
including

business leaders
and Socialist

Alternative’s

Kshama Sawant
(second from left).

unionized workers have suffered one set-

back after another while the masses of

non-union workers fall into further desti-

tution. The union misleaders devote little

energy to organizing the unorganized,

and having voluntarily disarmed, they are

frequently defeated when they do make
an effort.

Today. Mary Kay Henry, president of

the SEIU service workers union, expresses

support to fast-food workers who want to

unionize, without committing the SEIU
to doing so. On the ground, the SEIU has

pursued “alternate” strategies like boy-

cotts and community advocacy peppered

with mini-rallies and civil disobedience

by the workers, which no doubt have

drawn attention to their plight. But these

workers have no defense against possible

employer repercussions. And what the

labor bureaucrats do not say is that it will

take shutting down the outlets through

strike action to secure real gains.

In line with their legalistic pursuits, the

sights of the SEIU tops are entirely set

on the National Labor Relations Board
issuing a favorable ruling against McDon-
ald’s, which ought to be considered a joint

employer rather than an' anthill of thou-

sands of franchises. Whatever the ruling.

Henry & Co. have given no indication

that they are going to do anything more
to bring these workers into the union.

The organization of the atomized fast-

food workforce poses the need to mobi-

lize the power of unionized workers along

the supply lines of the fast-food chains,

where once-strong union concentrations,

such as in trucking and meatpacking,
have been eroded by the craven policies

of the union bureaucrats. A hard struggle

to organize fast-food workers would rap-

idly fuel a resurgence of union strength in

those industries.

The SEIU tops are now using the “$15”

rhetoric to leverage the Democratic Party
into supporting higher minimum wages
as a substitute for waging a fight to

Reulers

extract higher pay from the bosses. In a

September 5 interview with Democracy

Now!, Henry stated that workers “were

incredibly thrilled that (he president of the

United States is saying that what they're

doing makes complete sense." After sil-

ting back in the face of the wage-slashing,

anti-union onslaughts accompanying the

Great Recession, labor misleaders look to

the very forces—the president. Congress

and state and city legislatures—that were

responsible for these attacks on workers,

especially unionized teachers.

SAlt criticizes the “business union ap-

proach” of the union bureaucrats and

begrudgingly admits that in orderto organ-

ize on a mass scale there would “likely”

need to be “mass strike action.” But their

conclusion is that the role of strikes today

is to simply “back up fights for increased

wages on the legislative plane.” In making

a fetish of electoral politics, SAll is at one

with the labor statesmen.

Sawant's actions belie even this failed

attempt to sound militant. One of the pro-

posed 15 Now ballot initiatives that she

had pushed included an opt-out clause

exempting HERE hotel workers from the

new minimum wage. The reason: HERE
officials wanted the option of negotiat-

ing lower wages to preserve health ben-

efits, with one spokesman invoking the

union’s supposed “unique relationship

with the boss.” A similar exemption for

unionized workforces was included in the

$15/hour measure passed last November
in the nearby suburb of SeaTac, penned

by the sellout bureaucrats themselves.

These exemptions are an affirmation by

the union tops that they will not challenge

the wretched compensation they have

negotiated in subservience to employer
demands.

Reformists like those in SAlt have

always claimed that the way forward is to

look for “realistic” solutions in the here

and now, i.e., liberal panaceas. The 15

Now campaign is no different. But any

reform wrested from the capitalists today

will be easy pickings tomorrow in the

absence of the mobilization of the work-

ing class to defend and extend its gains.

The goal of revolutionary Marxists is

to link the daily struggles for immediate
demands to the need to abolish the entire

capitalist system of wage slavery that

keeps the masses in a state of perpetual

want. We call for jobs for all through
shortening the workweek at no loss in pay.

for fully indexing wages to inflation and
for a massive program of public works
to rebuild the country’s crumbling infra-

structure. Such demands will not be deliv-

ered through liberal pressure politics.

In Value, Price and Profit (1865), Karl

Marx makes the point that the working
class must fight the encroachments of the

capitalist system or be “degraded to one
level mass of broken wretches past salva-

tion.” He goes on to emphasize that any-

thing short ofthe revolutionary overthrow
of capitalism would be merely "applying
palliatives, not curing the malady.” Work-
ers need to understand that: “Instead of
the conservative motto. A fair day’s

wage for a fair day’s work!' they ought to

inscribe on their banner the revolutionary

watchword. ‘Abolition of the wages sys~

tern!'" It is necessary to forge the revolu-

tionary internationalist proletarian party

of socialist revolution, the only force that

will carry that banner with conviction.

10 WORKERS VANGUARD



Abortion...
(continuedfrom page 12)

sligma.” Clearly, the bourgeois feminists

were irked that Stop Patriarchy ‘s rheto-

ric and tactics might antagonize the good

people of Texas and maybe even cost

Wendy Davis and other of their “allies”

votes in November.

The feminists have preached the same
impotent reliance on the Democrats and

“softly, softly” incremental change for

decades. In the early 1990s. when Opera-

tion Rescue was blockading abortion clin-

ics, abortion-rights activists repeatedly

mobilized in mass clinic defense. Those

militant actions were consciously demo-

bilized by NOW and NARAL, which

actively worked with the cops to exclude

leftists and to enforce “non-violence”

pledges for clinic defenders. After 12

years of Reagan/Bush reaction, the

bourgeois feminists saw the Democratic

Clinton administration as their chance to

gain some clout and did not want any reds

rocking the boat.

One scheme was to pressure the Dem-
ocrats to implement so-called buffer-zone

laws to keep the Operation Rescue terror-

ists away from the clinics. The Supreme

Court struck down the Massachusetts

variant of such laws in June. The ruling

was welcomed by anti-abortion bigots,

who see it as a godsend that opens the

door to heightened harassment of patients

and clinic workers. A month later, the

All Families
Healthcare, one

of only four

abortion clinics

in Montana,
was severely
vandalized on

night of March 3,

forcing it to

close.

stale's governor signed a new buffer-zone

law taking account of the Court’s objec-

tions. We have always opposed such laws

because they substitute reliance on the

capitalist state for militant clinic defense.

As we warned, “such laws will be used to

bust strikes and quash political protests

by leftists, workers and minorities” {WV
No. 580, 16 July 1993) and, in fact, from

the start they were used to arrest clinic

defenders along with anti-abortion bigots.

The American feminist establishment is

the voice of bourgeois and well-off petty-

bourgeois women whose only quarrel with

capitalist society is that it denies them full

access to the boys’ club of ruling-class

power. As noted in a recent article on prom-

inent German socialist Clara Zetkin in our

theoretical journal Spartacist (No. 64.

Summer 2014): "Feminists seek to change

society, and thus the position of women, by

changing social relations within the exist-

ing capitalist society. We understand that

to liberate the exploited and oppressed, you

have to change the class relationships to

the means of production, that is, abolish

private property altogether." In essence,

that is the difference between reform and

revolution.

For Women’s Liberation

Through Socialist Revolution!

Several of the Stop Patriarchy activ-

ists were arrested at the protests, and

we demand that any charges pending

be dropped. But for all their “in your

face” tactics and “revolutionary” phrase-

mongering, the Maoists of the RCP have

no program at all for liberating women.
The freedom ride kicked off with a protest

at the Republican Party office in Houston

and ended with a series of actions outside

Republican governor Rick Perry’s man-
sion. The aim of this activity, according to

a Stop Patriarchy statement published in

the Austin Statesman (4 August) that dis-

appears the Democrats, was “to change

hearts and enlighten minds.” Such a "fight

the right” focus in the thick of election

season amounts to backhanded support to

the other party of capitalist exploitation

and oppression.

The oppression of women is rooted in

the institution of the family, a vehicle for

the inheritance of private property for the

ruling class and the means of reproduc-

tion of labor to be exploited. Along with

religion, the nuclear family also plays a

key role in helping to regiment the popu-

Spartacists
join in defense
of abortion
clinic against
Operation
Rescue
terrorists,

San Mateo,
California,

July 1993.

lation and instill social conservatism. The
liberation of women can only be realized

with the overthrow of the capitalist order,

which would lay the basis for replacing

the stultifying nuclear family through

socialization of housework and childcare

in collective institutions. The one force,

bused on its role in production, that has

the numbers, social power and class inter-

est to carry out this revolutionary trans-

formation of society is the working class.

Virulently hostile to a revolutionary

proletarian perspective, the opportunistic

RCP seeks out other class forces to hitch

its wagon to. In recent years, the RCP and

Stop Patriarchy have campaigned to “End

Pornography.” aping the anti-sex femi-

nists who argue that pornographic images

cause rape, murder and other violent

crimes against women. And the arbiter of

what constitutes porn is none other than

the RCP’s cult leader Bob Avakian, who
also has creepily precise ideas about what

sexual practices and even what underwear

(no thongs!) are acceptable. Sex should be

a purely private matter, subject only to the

mutual consent of the participants. Nei-

ther the slate, the churches nor Chairman
Bob should have any say over what people

look at or do in the bedroom.

The RCP’s reactionary anti-porn cam-

paign buys into the very bourgeois "fam-

ily values” that the anti-abortionists revel

in. Those values have served as a batter-

ing ram for generalized social and polit-

ical reaction. The war on abortion rights

is part of the bipartisan assault on the

rights and living conditions of working

people—from union-busting and mass

layoffs to skyrocketing medical costs and

the shredding of what is left of the social

safety net.

Nonetheless, many working people are

opposed to abortion, one example of the

backward consciousness inculcated by

the capitalist rulers through the church

pulpits, bourgeois media and education

system. What is needed is a revolutionary

party to make the working class conscious

of the need to fight independently of the

class enemy for its own interests as well

as those of women and all the oppressed,

not least for free, quality health care for

all, including abortion on demand, and

24-hour childcare. Capitalism is unable to

satisfy even the most basic needs of the

working masses and must be swept into

the dustbin of history.

Teamsters...
(continuedfrom page 7)

Illinois were stymied precisely due to

the lack of parly branches and fractions,

ensuring that its isolated supporters in

the area remained weak reeds. Ignoring

fraction discipline was the charge against

B.J. Field, expelled from the CLA in the

middle of the NYC hotel strike.

The necessity of a fraction was fully

understood by the Minneapolis branch.

According to Farrell Dobbs. "Within the

union the party fraction functioned as

a cohesive unit, harmoniously united in

carrying out party policy. Intimate con-

tact was maintained between the fraction

and the local party branch.” Ray Dunne
was the fraction head, even though he had

been fired from the industry for his polit-

ical activities in 1933 and had no stand-

ing to he a member of the union. Dobbs
describes how the fraction implemented

crucial decisions made by the CLA at

each step of the struggle. In this regard,

his narrative is far stronger than that of

Revnli4tionary Teamsters.

Cannon and Federal Mediators

As is to be expected in a work that grew

out of research for a biography of Cannon.

Palmer focuses heavily on the role of Can-

non himself. He reasonably posits Cannon
as the author of the “dere emily” letters

that were a regular feature of the Organ-

izer. Chronicling with cornball humor and

purposeful misspelling the awakening

class consciousness of Mike, a fictional

striker straight off the farm writing to

his sweetheart back home, these "Lake
Wobegon” missives may have been effec-

tive and humorous at the time, but.... Let’s

just say Cannon would be grateful no one

has yet sought to include them in a book

of his writings, unlike, e.g.. “Spilling the

Dirt—A Bughouse Fable,” a satire of the

anti-communist hysteria dominating strike

coverage in the bourgeois press, written

for the Organizer and later reprinted in

Notebook of an Agitator (1958).

Cannon was immediately incorporated

into the CLA strike leadership team upon

his arrival in Minneapolis. Palmer draws

special attention to his contributions as

regards the federal mediators and the han-

dling of Governor Olson. Especially after

the experience of the NYC hotel strike,

there can be no doubt that Cannon had

plenty to do with tactics to counter the

"wily artifices and tricks” of government

mediators in July-August. As he later

wrote. “Unlike stupid sectarians, we didn't

ignore them, Sometimes we would initiate

discussions. But we didn’t let them use us.

and we didn’t trust them for one moment.

Our general strategy in the strike was to

fight it out."

Palmer implies that if Cannon had been

on site earlier to provide “input." the union

could have struck a harder bargain in the

May settlement and avoided the ambig-

uous formulation Olson proposed on the

inside warehouse workers. His corollary

is that the Minneapolis CLAers were

much more susceptible to government

deception, and Palmer insists: “There is

definitely evidence that Dobbs and oth-

ers seemed to rely, at times, rather naively

on Olson’s assurances.” But Palmer only

cites post-strike testimony by Dobbs
before the Regional Labor Board, where

he would naturally have sought to use

Olson’s authority to bolster the union’s

position. Such evidence is not convinc-

ing. Dobbs wasn't acting on his own—he

was the new boy in a party fraction that

included plenty of Marxist capacity.

By late May. the strike had reached a

pivotal point. The union had beaten back

the local police, prodding the bosses to bray

for the governor to call out the National

Guard. Olson had called up the state troops

but not deployed them, preferring first to

try to force a deal. Even before the settle-

ment was announced, the Militant warned:

"The swift developments of the strike

are putting the Governor on the spot.

Whether or not to call out the Militia—
he can’t decide. No reliance can be put

upon the Governor or the Labor Board to

settle anything favorably for the workers.

This is tirelessly explained by the militant

leadership of the strike."—“Minneapolis Shows the Way."

Mililanl. 26 May 1934

There was careful calculation involved

in ihe decision to accept the compromise

rather than face all-out confrontation

with the National Guard. In the pages

of the Militant. Cannon scoffed at the

CP and its spokesman Bill Dunne (the

senior brother and the only one who had

remained within the Stalinist ranks) for

attacking the limited victory as a “sell-

out” because it stopped short of attempt-

ing to bring down Olson. This charge

was an expression of the ultralcft adven-

turism typical of the CP during its 1928-

34 “Third Period."

But Cannon also frankly acknowl-

edged the limits of the deal, describing

the union’s agreement to set wage rates

and settle seniority disputes through a

joint union-employer arbitration board

as “a serious concession which the union

officials felt it necessary to make under

the circumstances in order to secure the

recognition of the union and consolidate

it in the coming period.” Nonetheless.

Palmer writes:

"Dunne and the Communist Party did

highlight some shortcomings of the

Trotskyist leadership.... Stronger stands

could have been taken against Olson, his

harnessed use of the National Guard and
his duplicitous role in the obvious ambi-
guities inherent in the settlement, includ-

ing on the nature of arbitration."

This concession to Stalinist Third Period

sour grapes hardly seems merited.

(TO BE CONTINUED]
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WOUKeHS VMeUARO
Anti-Woman Crusade Marches On

For Free Abortion

Available to All

!

Austin: Opponents and supporters of anti-abortion HB2 rally outside Texas
Capitol shortly before bill's passage in July 2013.

In the first half of this year, slate

governments passed 21 restrictions on

women's right to abortion, adding to the

more than 200 such restrictions imposed

between 2011 and 2013. more than in the

entire previous decade. Among them are

waiting periods (including a just-instituted

72-hour wait in Missouri), parental con-

sent requirements, bans on consultations

with doctors over the phone and limits on

coverage of abortion in health insurance

plans. With Republican stale legislators

spearheading the attacks on abortion,

bourgeois feminists are once again trying

to corral supporters of abortion rights into

voting for the Democrats in the mid-term

elections. But in office, the Democrats

themselves imbibe “family values” mor-

alism and have helped set the stage for

the reactionary onslaught against wom-
en’s rights.

The anti-abortion forces have shifted

tactics of late, pushing laws known as Tar-

geted Regulation of Abortion Providers

(TRAP) that aim to erect insurmountable

barriers to keeping abortion clinics open.

These tactics have been so successful that

the anti-abortion terrorists of Operation

Rescue brag that a record 87 surgical

abortion clinics closed in 2013. 12 per-

cent of the national total. Some of these

laws force clinics to expand procedure

rooms, widen hallways to match ambu-
latory surgical centers and institute other

medically useless but hugely expensive

building upgrades. Planned Parenthood

had to spend over $750,000 to upgrade

their clinics in Pennsylvania to comply
with one such law. For smaller providers,

such costs are prohibitive and many are

forced to shut down.

Other laws, now on the books in 20
stales, compel abortion providers to have

an official relationship with a local hos-

pital. For many clinics this is impossi-

ble: religious-run hospitals refuse to deal

with them and for-profit hospitals see no

money to be made off them. In Ohio, after

a new anti-abortion law went into effect

last year, six of the stale’s 14 abortion

clinics closed, in multiple cases because
they were unable to obtain transfer agree-

ments with local hospitals. The remaining
clinics are in limbo since the state has not

renewed their expired licenses.

In late July, a federal appeals court

blocked a Mississippi law that would have

closed the slate's last abortion clinic as its

doctors were unable to obtain admitting

privileges at local hospitals. The ruling

wasn’t that the law per se was too restric-

tive. but only that having no in-state abor-

tion clinics would place an undue burden
on other Males to meet Mississippi wom-
en's right to abortion under Roe v. Wade.
The rights supposedly enshrined in Roe
V. Wade are thus reduced to the right to

have one abortion clinic in an entire state.

The Democrats and bourgeois feminists

seek to limit the struggle for abortion rights

to a sanitized electoral movement that does

not go beyond defense ofRoe v. Wade. They
represent the concerns of middle-class and
bourgeois women, who can afford to pay
and don’t want their "right to choose”
infringed. But for poor and working-class

women, “choice” doesn’t amount to much
if you don’t have the money for the pro-

cedure, insurance won’t cover it and you

have to travel a long distance because

the local clinic has been shut down. And
without access to abortion, an unexpected

pregnancy can be devastating, with all the

extra costs of raising a child and the added

challenges to holding down a job.

In fact. Roe v. Wade falls far short of

granting a blanket right to abortion. The
ruling allows states to regulate abortions

in the interests of women’s health or those

of the fetus at later stages of pregnancy.

The bible-lhumpers have driven a horse

and cart through these loopholes, using

the pretext of protecting women’s health

to close down clinic after clinic.

While abortion should be merely a ques-

tion of basic health care, the anti-women

bigots view it as a threat to the patriar-

chal family, the main source of women’s

oppression and a key prop of capitalist

class rule. Unrestricted access to abor-

tion and contraception is essential for all

women to exercise control over whether

and when they will have children. There

is an urgent need for mass struggle to

defend abortion rights. As Marxists, we
fight for free abortion on demand as part

of a system of quality health care for all

that is free at the point of delivery.

Texas, Wendy Davis
and the Democrats

After an omnibus anti-abortion law

known as HB2—a veritable checklist of

TRAP restrictions and more—was passed

in Texas last summer, the number of the

state’s abortion clinics was halved to

around 20. A requirement that abortion

clinics meet the standards of ambulatory

surgical centers was due to go into effect

on September 1, which would have further

reduced the number to seven. While that

section of the law was struck down by a

federal judge on August 29. the state is

appealing the ruling. The judge also ruled

that two shuttered clinics be allowed to

reopen because the closures had left

women in vast areas of South and West

Texas unable to access abortion services.

In the legislative debate over HB2 last

year. Democratic state senator Wendy
Davis was catapulted into the national

limelight by attempting to block the bill

with an ll-hour filibuster. She has now
parlayed that prominence into a campaign

for Texas governor. On her campaign web-

site. the widely touted “abortion-rights

champion" Davis presents the issue simply

as "Fighting Against Closure of Women’s
Health Centers." taking pains not to men-
tion the “A" word to avoid offense. Since

her filibuster. Davis has made it clear

that she supports state bans on late-term

abortions with limited exceptions. Such
bans are the thin edge of the wedge in

the wholesale assault on abortion rights.

With the Republican zealots around, it

does not take much for the Democrats to

pose as allies of women. But. even though

the Republicans may forthrightly prefer to

keep women "barefoot and pregnant.” the

Democratic Party—the other party of U.S.

capitalist rule—also panders to religious

reaction. A case in point was when Pres-

ident Barack Obama attempted to reverse

the FDA’s approval of over-the-counter

access to “Plan B" contraception for teens.

In 2010. Obama signed an executive order

to ensure that federal funds from his sig-

nature health care legislation "are not used

for abortion services.” By that law. every

Slate insurance exchange must offer a plan

that excludes abortion. Women who want

abortion coverage have to pay a surcharge.

While the Democrats often claim that

their hands are lied by Republican con-

trol of one or another branch of gov-

ernment. that’s just an excuse to cover

for their complicity in the rollback of

abortion rights. For example, the Hyde
Amendment banning federal funding for

abortions has been renewed every year

since the lime of the Democratic Carter

administration regardless of which parly

controlled Congres.s or the White House,

By now it should be obvious to all but the

willfully blind that reliance on the Dem-
ocrats is no way to defend abortion rights.

Feminist Redbaiting
Alive and Well

At the end of July, the Slop Patriar-

chy group launched an “Abortion Rights

Freedom Ride” through Texas, calling for

“abortion on demand and without apol-

ogy.” The “freedom ride" consisted of a

series of “people’s hearings" and protests

mainly directed at Republican politicians.

Stop Patriarchy, which the Maoist Revolu-

tionary Communist Parly (RCP) initiated,

was met with a campaign of vicious red-

baiting by liberals and feminists.

TTie group Texans For Reproductive Jus-

tice was set up in opposition to Slop Patri-

archy, stating: “We believe that Stop Pa-

triarchy’s hyperbolic and confrontational

style puls the most vulnerable Texans in

danger, and confuses and ostracizes those

who would be our allies." Heather Busby,

executive director of NARAL Pro-Choice
Texas, said: “You don’t have just one pro-

test and affect change; you’re not going to

have a ’revolution’ over abortion rights.

You have to change the culture and reduce

continued on page II
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June 28: Planned Parenthood volunteer protects Boston clinic from ant
abortion bigots emboldened by Supreme Court striking down Massachusett
buffer-zone law.
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Imperialist Warmongers Strike Again

Down With Bombing of Syria!

U.S. Out of the Near East!
On September 23. President Obama

initiated air strikes supposedly designed

to surgically excise the cancer of ISIS

from the areas it occupies in Syria. In

a shift of opinion spurred by the filmed

beheadings of American newsmen by

ISIS, a majority in this country now sup-

ports such strikes, although widespread

opposition to a boots-on-the-ground mil-

itary intervention still exists. As pro-

jected by Obama, the "surgery” will

take several years, and with 1,600 or

so U.S. troops now in Iraq it is all but

assured that many more will follow.

Many have pointed out that Obamas

war rationale mimics George W. Bush's

invocation of the evil Saddam Hussein

as the justification for the U.S. occu-

pation of Iraq. U.S. wars fought in the

name of combating terror have had as

their result hundreds of thousands of

Iraqi and Afghani corpses and the pro-

liferation of torture centers like Abu
Ghraib. The Obama White House has

expanded the field of murderous U.S.

forays through drone and missile strikes

from Somalia and Yemen to Pakistan,

promising many more victims with the

intervention into Syria.

U.S. interventions have shredded
the social fabric of much of the Near

continued on page 5

U.S. Troops Out of Liberia!

The Ebola Crisis and the

Imperialist Rape of Africa
SEPTEMBER 29—^The deadliest

Ebola outbreak in history is ravag-

ing the West African countries of

Guinea. Liberia and Sierra Leone,

spreading rapidly as the number
of infections doubles every two to

three weeks. Since the outbreak

was first reported in March, the

official count of those infected

is over 6.000 as we go to press,

with around half of those cases

resulting in death. Those num-
bers are a vast underestimation,

particularly given the remoteness

of many of the affected areas and

non-systemalic reporting. Infec-

tion clusters have been delected

in Nigeria and Senegal. Scientists

project that up to 1.4 million peo-

ple could be infected by early next

year, with the potential for the dis-

ease to become a permanent fea-

ture of life in West Africa.

Spurring the exponential spread

of Ebola are the misery, poverty

and entrenched backwardness
that are the legacy of colonial rule

and imperialist pillage. Looted
by the Western capitalist powers,

the affected countries are largely

rural, with scant technology and
infrastructure, limited education

and skeletal health care sy.stems. The few
health workers in the region have been
fighting heroically, short of equipment,
facilities and medicine and with little to

no access to electricity and clean water.

Hundreds of health care providers, includ-

ing many volunteers, have contracted the

virus.

After contemptuously ignoring pleas

for medical aid and personnel for months,

in mid September President Obama an-

nounced the deployment of 3.000 U.S.

troops to Liberia. There is a sinister

reality behind Washington's professed

change of heart. Presenting Ebola as a

global security threat. Obama made clear

his motivation for intervening militarily:

to curb the political and economic "ripple

effects" that the spread of the virus could

have on the region and beyond. His call-

ing Ebola a “national security priority”

is a declaration of U.S. intent to limit the

epidemic to Africans and not let it reach

American shores.

The profoundly cynical pledge to com-
bat Ebola came packaged with $750 mil-

lion to set up a military command center

and construct medical treatment facilities.

But military spokesmen admit that the

treatment centers will not be up and run-

ning for months. Meanwhile, the “staging

area” being set up in Senegal to train aid

providers and distribute supplies assumes
that there actually are personnel to train

and that the necessary food, water and
goods exist and can actually reach peo-

ple. Pentagon Press Secretary John Kirby

announced that the U.S. is committed to

a military mission for a minimum of six

months in which troops will not

“come into contact with patients.”

In stark contrast to the U.S.

imperialists, the Cuban and Chi-

nese deformed workers .slates

have responded generously with

crucially needed aid. Cuba is

dispatching 461 physicians, epi-

demiologists and other health

professionals. China, which has

close to 20.000 citizens work-

ing and living in the three most
affected countries, is contrib-

uting millions in financial aid

and increasing the number of

its medical personnel in Sierra

Leone. What the U.S. is offering

is troops, i.e.. further terror.

Washington has set up its Ebola
command headquarters in its

most servile African client slate.

Liberia, much to the relief of the

country's president. Ellen John-

son Sirleaf. A U.S. toady, Sirleaf

has faced increasing strife and
political opposition, especially

after imposing a nationwide cur-

few and sending troops to cordon

off the densely populated slum of
West Point in the capital. Mon-
rovia. As angry residents tried to

break out in search of food, they

were met with soldiers' bullets that killed

a 15-year-old boy. Liberia is still reeling

from 14 years of civil war. ending in 2003.

in which a quarter of a million people were
killed. The already impoverished country
was left in ruins, with a population bitterly

divided and heavily armed.

continued on page 4
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Court Orders More Prison Time for Jose Padilla
On September 9. U.S. district judge

Marcia Cooke resentenced Jose Padilla

to 21 years in prison. Padilla was the vic-

tim of a 2007 show trial in which he was

railroaded to prison on flimsy "terrorist”

conspiracy charges, having already suf-

fered nearly four years of detention as an

"unlawful enemy combatant.” Following

the trial, Cooke sentenced Padilla to 17

years behind bars. "Too lenient,” cried

the Feds, who appealed to the U.S. Court

of Appeals for the lUh Circuit. In 2011,

that court sent the case back to Cooke for

harsher sentencing. Bowing to the higher

court’s order, Cooke added the time he had

been detained without charges, extending

his release date to some time in 2026—if

ever.

A U.S. citizen who had converted to

Islam, Padilla was effectively stripped

of his citizenship rights in the name of

the "war on terror.” He was arrested at

Chicago’s O’Hare airport in May 2002

as a "material witness” in a September

1
1
grand jury investigation. Weeks later.

Padilla was accused of planning to set off

a “radioactive bomb” and disappeared

into a Navy brig in South Carolina. There

he was subjected to extreme sensory

deprivation, hooded and forced to stand in

stress positions for long periods of time,

drugg^, deprived of sleep and threatened

“Anti-Terror” Show Trial Victim

with imminent execution. While undergo-

ing this torture, Padilla was forbidden to

meet with his family and, for almost two

years, had no access to lawyers.

In the lead-up to the resentencing, the

Justice Department extorted a promise

by Padilla's lawyers not to introduce in

the court proceedings any records of his

years of torture. In return, the govern-

ment agreed not to seek a life sentence,

promising to ask for no more than a 30-

year hit. Nevertheless, the government has

announced that it may appeal the latest

sentence yet again.

Padilla's case is of vital importance

because it exemplifies the government’s

insistence that when the "war on terror”

is invoked, basic rights of U.S. citizenship

go by the wayside. By those lights, anyone

labeled a terror threat can simply be dis-

appeared. What this ultimately means was

seen in the case of Islamic cleric Anwar
al-Awlaki, a U.S. citizen blown away in

a 2011 drone missile attack in Yemen on

orders from the Obama White House.

So much for the supposed constitutional

TROTSKY LENIN

Socialism and Rational

Economic Development

Nearly 140 years ago. Friedrich Engels,

cofounder with Karl Marx of scientific

socialism, explained that it will take the rev-

olutionary overturn of the anarchic capital-

ist system for mankind to finally exert con-

scious control over economic life.

The people who. in Mesopotamia. Greece.

Asia Minor and elsewhere, destroyed the

forests to obtain cultivable land, never

dreamed that by removing along with the

forests the collecting centres and reservoirs of moisture they were laying the basis for

the present forlorn state of those countries. When the Italians of the Alps used up the

pine forests on the southern slopes, so carefully cherished on the northern slopes, they

had no inkling that by doing so they were cutting at the roots of the dairy industry in

their region; they had still less inkling that they were thereby depriving their mountain

springs of water for the greater part of the year, and making it possible for them to pour

still more furious torrents on the plains during the rainy seasons....

It required the labour of thousands of years for us to learn a little of how to calculate

the more remote natural effects of our actions in the field of production, but it has

been still more difficult in regard to the more remote social effects of these actions....

The men who in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries laboured to create the

steam-engine had no idea that they were preparing the instrument which more than

any other was to revolutionise social relations throughout the world. Especially in

Europe, by concentrating wealth in the hands of a minority and dispossessing the huge
majority, this instrument was destined at first to give social and political domination

to the bourgeoisie, but later, to give rise to a class struggle between bourgeoisie and
proletariat which can end only in the overthrow of the bourgeoisie and the abolition of

all class antagonisms.—But in this sphere too. by long and often cruel experience and

by collecting and analysing historical material, we are gradually learning to get a clear

view of the indirect, more remote social effects of our production activity, and so are

afforded an opportunity to control and regulate these effects as well.

This regulation, however, requires something more than mere knowledge. It requires

a complete revolution in our hitherto existing mode of production, and simultaneously

a revolution in our whole contemporary social order.

—Friedrich Engels. “The Part Played by Labour in the

Transition from Ape to Man” (1876)

WORKERS VARGOARR
Marxist Working-Class Biweekly of the Spartacist League of the U.S.

DIRECTOR OF PARTY PUBLICATIONS: Li2 Gordon
EDITOR; Michael Davisson

EDITOR, YOUNG SPARTACUS PAGES Conor Kristofersen

CIRCULATION MANAGER. Susan Fuller

EDITORIAL BOARD Laura Zamora (managing editor), Francois Donau (production manager],
Blandine Hauser (letters editor), Bruce Andre. Ray Bishop, John Blake, Bonnie Brodie. Jon Brule,

Ed Clarkson, Paul Cone, George Foster, Walter Jennings, Elizabeth Johnson. Michael Joyce.
Jane Kerrigan, James Robertson, Joseph Seymour. Alan Wilde

The Spartacist League is the U.S. section of the International Communist League
(Fourth Internationalist).

tVorkers Vsnpuard (ISSN 0276*0746) published biweekly, except skipping three alleinate lasues in June. July and
August (beginning with omitting the eecond Issue in June) and skipping the last Issue in December, by the Spartacist

Publishing Co . 299 Broadway, Suita 316, New York. NY t0007 Telephone (212) 732-7662 (Editorial), (212) 732-7661
(Business) Address all correspondence to Box 1377 QPO, New York, NY 10116 E-mall address vanguard@tiac net

Domestic subacriptlont StO.00/22 issues Periodicals postage paid at New York, NY POSTMASTER Send address
changes to Workon Vanguard, Box 1377 QPO, New York, NY 10116

Opinions expressed in tipnod articles or lerrers do nor necessarily express die oditonal viewpoint

The closing date for news in this issue is September 30

No. 1053 3 October 2014

right to confront and answer allegations

against the accused. In Padilla’s case,

when the government finally moved him
from military to civilian custody in 2005
and filed ludicrous “conspiracy” charges

against him, it was to head off an antic-

ipated Supreme Court decision ordering

his release. In this way, the Bush White

House sought to preserve the legal prec-

edent giving the government the right to

declare U.S. citizens “enemy combatants”

and to lock them up indefinitely.

The conspiracy indictment of Padilla

made no mention of the chimerical

"radioactive bomb” or any single spe-

cific terrorist attack or plot, in the U.S. or

anywhere else. Instead, Padilla and co-

defendants Adham Hassoun and Kifah

Jayyousi were accused of conspiracy to

support “violent jihad” around the world

by raising money for Islamic charities or

traveling abroad. In the words of the fed-

eral prosecutor, the accusations involved

an “inchoate crime” rather than a “com-
pleted operation." In plain English. Padil-

la’s “crime" was to harbor animosity

towards the U.S. imperialists, the great-

est force for terror on the planet.

From the beginning, the persecution

of Padilla represented an escalation in

the attacks on basic civil liberties—the

right to counsel and trial, the prohibition

against cruel and unusual punishment

—

that are at the core of the "war on ter-

rorism.” Employed in the first instance

against immigrants and others caught up

in the terror scare, the enhancement of

the government’s repressive arsenal will

be used to suppress the struggles of black

people, other oppressed sectors and the

multiracial working class, the only force

with the social power to sweep away cap-

italist rule.

In 2002 and 2003, the Spartacist League

and the Partisan Defense Committee sub-

mitted amici curiae briefs in Padilla’s

defense, challenging his detention without

charges as a fundamental attack on the

rights of citizenship and due process sup-

posedly guaranteed under the Fourteenth

Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. We
staled;

“The case of Jose Padilla tests the very

existence of the fundamental rights of

due process—liberty of the individual

from the arbitrary, discriminatory power
of the state—and the freedoms protected

by the First Amendment. It poses the

evisceration of the rights and privileges

of citizenship embodied in the first ten

Amendments to the Constitution and
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secured on the battlefield of the Civil

War and in class and social struggle over

the past hundred and more years. If the

imperial President is upheld. Padilla's

detention threatens to become (he Dred
Scott case of our time, a declaration that

'Citizens have no rights that the govern-

ment is bound to respect’.”

It is in the interests of all workers, minori-

ties and defenders of civil liberties to

demand an end to the persecution of Jose

Padilla. Free him now!H
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The Poverty of Bourgeois Economics

Thomas Piketty’s Capital in

the Twenty-First Century
By Gerrit Bogle and
Joseph Seymour A Marxist Review

^SOftftV.T
Dfl. DOOM

Jprt Marx's
New Crush.

Part One

Fewer full-time jobs, low wages and

permanent indebtedness have working

people in the U.S. scrambling to make
ends meet. From 2010 to 2013, the period

of economic “recovery” from the so-called

Great Recession, median family incomes

plummeted another 5 percent. So fragile

is the economic position of the working

and poor masses that an unexpected car

problem or medical issue can spell disas-

ter. Meanwhile, sky-high corporate prof-

its, the stock market boom and a rebound

in house prices have further concentrated

wealth in the hands of the filthy rich.

Widespread anger over these savage

disparities found an outlet a few years ago

in the Occupy protests that began in New
York City and spread across the country.

Well aware that it is fuel that could light

the tinder of class struggle, the capitalist

rulers have given some lip service to cur-

tailing income inequality. President Obama
declared last December that such inequality

was “a fundamental threat to the American

Dream, our way of life, and what we stand

for around the globe.” This from a White

House that oversaw the massive bailout of

the banks and auto bosses, while leaving

millions jobless and destitute. Around the

globe, what Washington .stands for can be

measured in the rubble and carnage left in

the wake of U.S. military interventions in

Iraq, Afghanistan and beyond.

The issue of the income gap has come

to feature more in debates over the U.S.

economy, with radical liberals and die-

hard establishment ideologues alike ex-

pressing concern that the gulf is too wide

for the overall health of the system. Enter

Thomas Piketty’s Capital in the Twenty-

First Century, published in English this

spring. Piketty, a French economist who

had collaborated on work that inspired

the Occupy slogan “we are the 99 per-

cent,” was immediately hailed for putting

numbers to the evolution of inequality in

modern capitalist society.

An article in the London Guardian (12

April) on Piketty proclaimed: “Occupy

was right." Kathleen Geier. writing for the

liberal magazine The Baffler, called his

book a “truth bomb.” Reformist social-

ists, too, have effused over elements of the

book, even as they raise some criticisms.

Socialist Alternative, while noting Piket-

ty’s “big weaknesses," has gushed that he

“deals with inequality, attacks aspects of

capitalism, and puts forward the need for

more sharing of the wealth.” Similarly,

the International Socialist Organization

praises the author for refuting “the idea

that capitalism spreads the wealth while

protecting individual liberties.”

Accolades have also poured in from

other quarters. Larry Sum-
mers, Bill Clinton’s treasury

secretary, former Harvard

president and notorious de-

rivatives deregulator, offered

that Piketty had made a “pro-

foundly important contribu-

tion” by "focusing attention

on what has happened to a

fortunate few among us.”

Bloomberg Businessweek (2

June) went so far as to make
Piketty its “cover stud,” with

the glowing profile inside

penned by one Megan Mc-
Ardle, a right-wing libertar-

ian flack long tied to the

union-hating Koch brothers.

Certainly, some mouthpieces

for finance capital, such as

the Financial Times and

Wall Street Journal, tried to

discredit Piketty’s calcula-

tions. However, this cam-

paign didn’t get very far

since the likes of Summers
and the editorial staff at the

London Economist are in

Piketty’s corner.

Piketty’s one policy rec-

ommendation is a global

wealth tax, an idea that even his biggest

boosters have a hard time taking seriously.

It is at once ridiculously modest and utterly

utopian on a worldwide scale. In fact, he

admits the scheme is utopian, only to argue

that “it is perfectly possible to move toward

this ideal solution step by step.” His native

country, France, has had a wealth tax for

decades. Large numbers of the country's

most well-heeled families (and celebrities

like actor Gerard Depardieu) have simply

picked up and moved as France’s neighbors

roll out the red carpet.

Herein lies the fundamental flaw in

Piketty’s proposal: a capitalist government,

charged with protecting the “national inter-

est,” is naturally loath to adopt a measure

October 2011
NYC Occupy
protest over
economic
inequality. Piketty

offers to reform
capitalism with

absurd call for

global wealth tax.

that risks competitive disadvantage for the

ruling class it serves. And the imperialist

nation-states are driven to compete with

each other, as the barbarism of two world

wars shows. Even the European Union,

which promotes itself as a democratic

consortium of equal partners, is actually

an instrument for the dominant powers.

Germany and Piketty’s France, to prey

upon the weaker countries.

Absent the wealth tax, the reader is

left with a series of figures—some useful

(particularly the data on rising inequal-

ity), many not—and a rather half-baked

account of the history of economic devel-

opment. Then there is the conclusion,

which was better articulated in Doris

Day’s 1953 version of “Ain’t We Got Fun”:

“There’s nothing surer: the rich get rich

and the poor get poorer.” In other words,

those with money are able to invest it to

make still more, while those with little are

highly unlikely to accumulate substantial

sums through wage labor.

Such an observation is hardly news to

the legions living paycheck to paycheck

or on even less. (A regular contributor

to the blog Gawker, “A dog,” trenchantly

observed that the book “tastes like dry

paper.”) There is a relentless drive under

capitalism to wring more from the work-

ing class. To be sure, the workers can resist

these attacks, but only to the extent that

they engage in class struggle. The proletar-

iat’s place in production uniquely endows

it with the potential power and interest to

end this misery once and for all by shat-

tering the capitalist order and rebuilding

society on an egalitarian socialist basis.

Communists strive to render the working

class conscious of its historic task.

Piketty. who has declared himself “very

much in favour of private property and

private capitalism.” simply wants to round

the edges of the present one-sided class

war that has made life so precarious for so

many. Nonetheless, his book encapsulates

a certain widespread misunderstanding

of how capitalism works. As such, it pro-

Cover of Bloomberg Businessweek (2 June).

vides a foil for the presentation of some
basic Marxist economics—especially as

Piketty, unlike many modern bourgeois

economists, engages with Marxist ideas,

however shallowly.

A Capitalist Appeal

While right-wing critics have com-

pared Piketty to Marx (as they do anyone

who dares criticize economic inequality).

Capital in the Twenty-First Century is a

product of the “death of communism” ide-

ology prevalent in the post-Soviet world.

In the introduction, Piketty reassures the

reader that, having come of age amid the

collapse of the Soviet Union, “I was vac-

cinated for life against the conventional

but lazy rhetoric of anticapitalism.... 1

have no interest in denouncing inequal-

ity or capitalism per se—especially since

social inequalities are not in themselves

a problem as long as they are justified.”

Indeed, Piketty’s main preoccupation is

that unchecked capitalism is “potentially

incompatible with the meritocratic values

and principles of social justice fundamen-

tal to modern democratic societies,” for

which he prescribes state intervention to

properly guide capitalist markets. What an

embellishment of bourgeois democracy!

This country’s "democracy” is marked by

the oppression (and earlier enslavement)

of black people, waves of deportations of

immigrants, bloody battles with striking

workers and a long list of brutal wars the

world over. As for France, its “democracy”

was exported to Indochina, Algeria and

West Africa in the form of forced labor

and mass murder, among other crimes.

The core difference between bourgeois

and Marxist economic thought is evident

from the outset of the book. Piketty posits

a society with a unitary set of interests

common to all. By his lights, history can be

told in terms of the regulation of markets;

and since the advanced capitalist powers

today are democracies, it is possible for

them to legislate “justified” inequality to

everyone’s benefit. Our starting point, fol-

lowing Marx, is that the history of society

is the history of class struggle.

In Marxist terminology, "class” refers to

a particular group of people characterized

by a common relationship to the means of

production. Under various economic sys-

tems through the ages, the class made up

of the property holders has appropriated

the surplus generated by the class made
up of the toilers, giving rise to the irrec-

oncilable antagonism between slave owner

and slave, feudal lord and serf, capitalist

continued on page 9
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Ebola Crisis...
(continuedfrom page I)

Now comes the U.S. military interven-

tion, which is hailed by Doctors Without

Borders (known by its French initials.

MSF). Che organization leading treatment

efforts on the ground. It is a grotesque lie

that the U.S. military—drenched in the

blood of untold millions of its victims

around the world—can be a force for

"humanitarian" relief. The current U.S.

mission in West Africa evokes a history

of depredations masquerading as "relief'

and “peacekeeping” from the 1992-93

occupation of Somalia during its famine

to the 2003 intervention in Liberia. In his

announcement. Obama referred to the

2010 earthquake in Haiti, when lens of

thousands of U.S. troops were dispatched

to the devastated Caribbean island.

Working alongside UN "peacekeepers"

to block aid efforts and pul down social

unrest, their main role was to prevent des-

perate Haitians from fleeing to the U.S. In

both Liberia and Haiti, thousands of UN
military and police personnel remain to

enforce imperialist "order.”

The Ebola Nightmare

Extremely lethal. Ebola is a hemorrhagic

fever caused by a group of threadlike

viruses known as filoviruses. When the

Ebola-Zaire strain first hit Zaire in 1976,

it killed nearly 90 percent of its victims,

often within days. Since then, there have

been some two dozen outbreaks in Cen-

tral and West Africa. The virus is highly

contagious, spreading among humans
through contact with blood, saliva, urine

and other bodily fluids. The early flu-like

symptoms are similar to those of malaria,

dengue fever and other tropical diseases.

As the virus worsens, hemorrhaging leads

to multiple organ failure.

Though it came on the scene nearly 40

years ago. Ebola was not deemed a mon-

eymaker for the profit-gouging pharma-

ceutical behemoths. With no drug or vac-

cine yet proven effective for humans, the

only way to increase survival rates is with

immediate palliative treatment. Safe and

sterile quarantine must be coupled with

consistent medical attention, including

rehydraiion and the control of secondary

infections. During the current outbreak,

simple measures that could have contained

the disease—from isolating patients and

Mogadishu,
1992: U.S.

Marine
brutalizes

boy during
"humanitarian"
occupation of

Somalia.

tracing contacts to educating the public

—

were not taken. If Ebola had broken out

in the advanced capitalist world, all hands

would have been on deck and it would not

have been difficult to contain the virus.

Two American missionaries infected in

July—an event that brought the media

out of its somnambulant slate—survived

after receiving treatment and experimen-

tal drugs in the U.S. This kind of care

was not accorded to Olivet Buck, a Sierra

Leonean doctor who was refused evacua-

tion to Germany and died.

In the imperialists' shattered and des-

titute neocolonies. getting the necessary

top-notch care is as likely as squeezing

blood from a stone. Before the Ebola

outbreak, Liberia had one doctor per

70,000 residents; Sierra Leone one per

45.000; Guinea one per 10,000. Only a

small percentage of the population has

access to proper sanitation. Though there

are major rivers in the region, the lack of

water treatment facilities leaves much of

the population with little access to clean

water. The majority ekes out a living on

less than one dollar a day. and half the

population is illiterate.

The region has some of the world’s

highest maternal as well as infant mortal-

ity rales; children regularly die of malnu-

trition and easily treatable conditions like

pneumonia and diarrhea. Now. the over-

stretched and overflowing hospitals and
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treatment centers have turned into death-

traps. Public health has further collapsed:

malaria and other medical conditions

are being left untreated while pregnant

women are giving birth on the streets.

Poverty contributed directly to the

West African Ebola outbreak. With no

access to safely processed food, villagers

depend on game such as chimpanzees.

linking Cape Town to Cairo by rail and

telegraph, the French sought to spike it

by creating an east-to-west colonial belt

across central Africa, and the Italians and

Germans grabbed biles of whatever was

left. Meanwhile, the monstrous King Leo-

pold II of Belgium carved out a regime

of terror in the Congo, under which some

eight million Africans died. The Dinka

people of southern Sudan refer to this

period as "the time when the world was

spoilt.*’

In The Race to Fashoda (1987). David

Levering Lewis describes how the colo-

nial scramble opened the continent to

"institutional chaos, collective panic, and

disease and famine." Where communities

were geographically stable, some Africans

had developed a degree of resistance to

certain tropical diseases such as malaria.

The large-scale displacement of popula-

tions acted to negate this resistance. In

the late I9th century, raids, migrations

and agricultural wastage resulting from

European encroachment opened much of

the Congo basin to the tsetse fly. which

devastated whole peoples with sleeping

sickness. Shortly after the arrival of Brit-

ish colonists in what is now Uganda, there

was an explosion of epidemics like gon-

orrhea and syphilis, followed by plague

and smallpox.

What medical provision the colonial-

ists offered was meant to protect the lives

Liberian
soldiers

patrol Oolo
Town, called
Ebola jail by

residents under
lockdown.

monkeys and forest antelopes that can

carry the virus. It is thought that such

animals pick up the virus from fruit bats,

which seem to be Ebola’s natural reser-

voir. Earlier occurrences of Ebola were

in remote villages, with little chance of

spreading; they ran their course with rel-

atively few fatalities. Those who were

infected but survived no longer carried

the virus. In the current outbreak, how-

ever, the disease is spiraling out of con-

trol. spreading to teeming urban centers

and across borders.

Diseases and infections will never

completely disappear. It is an aspect of

nature that in order to survive, microbes

will mutate and evolve to find an ecolog-

ical niche in humans and other animals.

But little is "natural" about the Ebola cri-

sis today, any more than was the spread of

AIDS and its disproportionate death rales

that continue to devastate sub-Saharan

Africa. The conditions leading to the

spread of these diseases were laid down
by centuries of slave trade, colonial domi-

nation and imperialist plunder that stifled

economic development and tore apart the

continent’s social fabric.

Heart of Darkness;
Colonial Rule In Africa

The Atlantic slave trade, which laid the

foundations for much of European as well

as American capitalism, devastated large

swaths of Africa from the 16th to the 19lh

centuries. Vast regions were depopulated

as some 12 million Africans were seized

and taken across the notorious Middle

Passage to the Americas.

By the late 1800s, the rapid expansion

of world trade fueled competition between

the European capitalist powers to estab-

lish spheres of influence to control land,

markets and sources of cheap labor and
raw materials—this was the dawn of cap-

italist imperialism. Ripping up Africa’s

agrarian and nomadic societies, the Brit-

ish tried to create an East African empire

of Europeans, particularly soldiers. The
imperialists’ "contributions” to African

epidemics continued into the 20lh cen-

tury. In The Origins of AIDS (2011).

Jacques Pepin, a professor of microbiol-

ogy and infectious diseases, noted that

Belgian and French efforts to protect

European settlers from tropical disease

involved using unslerilized syringes and
needles to inject native populations with

medicine and vaccines. The contaminated

equipment likely contributed to the spread

of HIV and other deadly diseases.

Lewis observed: "After the collapse

and chaos spawned by the intruders would
come forced labor and total economic
subordination—would come an Africa

that could be looked upon by Europeans

as being in as desperate need of European

uplift as the gospel the White Man’s Bur-

den proclaimed.” Colonial overlords drew
arbitrary borders that divided tribal peo-

ples while lumping together historically

antagonistic peoples in a single stale.

When the British rulers boasted that the

sun never set on their empire. Ernest

Jones, leader of the radical proletarian

Chartist movement of the mid 19th cen-

tury. aptly added, "but the blood never

dries." In their policy of divide to better

subjugate, the colonial rulers fomented
ethnic, religious and regional divisions,

sowing the seeds for the bloody post-

independence civil wars that still rage in

many parts of the continent.

The portrayal of Africa as an unciv-

ilized, diseased wasteland is wielded to

justify everything from imperialist inter-

vention to the racist exclusion of migrants.

Newsweek (29 August) featured a cover

story on Ebola with the picture of a

chimp, conjuring up the racist notion of

a continent of ape-like savages. The arti-

cle's title. "Smuggled Bushmeat Is Ebo-
la's Back Door to America." promoted
the lie that Africans are trafficking in

Ebola-contaminated meat. The baseless

story had no other purpose than to whip
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Manner Books

Chained Congolese men, victims of Belgian King Leopold ITs murderous
colonial plunder.

up panic and bolster fears of an imminent
outbreak in the U.S.

Imperialist Subjugation
and Tinpot Rulers

The three West African countries where
Ebola is today wreaking havoc, while rich

in resources, rank among the world s poor-

est. The former French colony of Guinea
is the world’s top exporter of bauxite, the

raw material used in making aluminum,
and also has plenty of gold, diamonds,
uranium and offshore oil. Sierra Leone,
a former British colony, and Liberia have
significant reserves of rubber, iron ore and
diamonds. Virtually all of the raw material

is carted off by foreign corporate giants.

In the aftermath of World War II, the

British and French imperialists ended
direct rule, preferring neocolonial bond-

age under local overseers. The corrupt,

brutal tribal-based ruling cliques employ
the whip against the populations on
behalf of their American and European
imperialist masters, on whom they rely

for protection. Their regimes reinforce

ethnic divisions and promote backward,

sometimes horrific social practices. Thus
Kenyan nationalist president Jomo Ken-
yatta defended female genital mutilation

as part of “African culture.”

During the Cold War, the central pre-

occupation of the imperialists in Africa

was to curtail the influence of the Soviet

Union. To counter Soviet economic and

military aid to nationalist movements and

bourgeois nationalist leaders like Ahmed
Sekou Toure of Guinea and Kwame Nkru-

mah of Ghana, the U.S. and its allies

propped up a host of brutal despots like

Mobutu in Zaire while funding and arm-

ing reactionary insurgents, e.g., in Angola

and Mozambique. From its headquarters

in Monrovia, the CIA ran agents, sub-

verted governments and organized coups

throughout the continent. In the aftermath

of the destruction of the Soviet degener-

ated workers state, Washington cut the

economic cord. The International Mon-
etary Fund demanded debt payment on

starvation terms, further destroying the

fragile economies of those societies.

The U.S. hold over Liberia began when
the country was carved out in the early

19th century, as black freedmen and man-
umitted slaves from the U.S. were shipped

there to establish the Republic of Liberia.

Since then, black American colonists and

their descendants (Americo-Liberians)

have held sway over the indigenous popu-

lation. In the 1920s, the Firestone Rubber

Company effectively took over Liberia

and ran it like a slave plantation.

In recent decades, diamonds and tim-

ber bankrolled warlords like Charles Tay-

lor, who was ousted as president at the

end of the Liberian civil war. Ellen John-

son Sirleaf originally supported Taylor

but turned against him. eventually being

elected president in 2005 with a promise

to end corruption and rebuild the country.

Sirleaf was the only African head of state

to offer territory for the U.S. to establish

a headquarters for its Africa Command
(Africom), which operates out of Ger-

many. She was granted the Nobel Peace

Prize in 201 1 after handing over more than

a third of Liberia’s land to private logging,

mining and agro-industrial enterprises.

The U.S. has increased its military

presence in Africa under Obama, from

leading the NATO bombing of Libya in

201! to repeated Special Forces oper-

ations and missile strikes in Somalia.

Among the imperialists’ concerns is the

growing influence of China, Africa’s larg-

est trading partner. As part of its trade for

oil and mineral resources for its national-

ized industries. China has built hospitals,

schools and other infrastructure in many
African countries. This contrasts sharply

with the legacy left by the imperialist

powers: extreme poverty, social back-

wardness. tribal and ethnic warfare.

Capitalist Criminality

The response of the West African gov-

ernments to the outbreak of Ebola was
denial, indifference and criminal cover-up

of the magnitude of the disease. A Doctors

Without Borders coordinator called the

early response “purely improvisation.” He
went on to say. “There is no one to take

responsibility, absolutely no one. since the

beginning of the crisis.” Guinean president

Alpha Condd said while meeting World
Health Organization officials in April,

“For the moment the situation is well in

hand, and we touch wood that there won’t

be any new cases.” Many government offi-

cials in Liberia simply fled the country.

As the disease spread uncontrollably,

governments brutally imposed the cor-

don sanilaire, a medieval practice used

in the era of the Black Death in Europe.

As in a recent three-day countrywide

lockdown in Sierra Leone, throngs of

hungry, terrified people facing military

troops have been trapped in their squalor.

Meanwhile, local health workers on the

front lines continue their selfless fight in

a decrepit health care system, abandoned

by their fearful families and shunned by

their neighbors. Many agonize over hav-

ing to turn away patients at the gates of

treatment centers while bodies lie fester-

ing in the street. The New York Times {10

August) described the situation in Guin-

ea’s capital. Conakry:

“The treatment room at Donka (hospital)

was poorly lit and had no sink. There
were few buckets of chlorine solution,

and the staff found it impossible to clean

their hands between patients.... Gloves,

in .short supply at the hospitals, were
selling for 50 cents a pair on the open
market, a huge sum for people who often

live on less than a dollar a day. At homes
where families cared for patients, even

plastic buckets to hold water and bleach

for washing hands and disinfecting lin-

ens were lacking."

In a clinic in Dole Town, east of Mon-
rovia, by mid August only one box of

gloves had been delivered since April.

Located near the Firestone rubber plan-

tation, the town has been on lockdown

—

an Ebola “jail,” in the words of Firestone

workers who live there. At a government

hospital in Sierra Leone, workers have

gone on strike repeatedly to demand bet-

ter working conditions, protective gear

and pay, which many have not seen for

weeks.

Mistrust and hatred of government offi-

cials are so high that many believe that

Ebola is a conspiracy or simply deny that it

exists. Panicked populations have blamed

health workers for spreading the virus or

accused them of harvesting organs. In mid
September, an eight-person team attempt-

ing to educate villagers on prevention was
killed by a mob in Guinea.

With the collapse of what health care

systems existed, superstition fills the void.

Believing that Ebola is an evil spell or

the work of witchcraft, many people have

sought out “traditional healers.” In Sierra

Leone, one healer contracted Ebola from

those seeking her help, and died. Those

at the funeral washed her body by hand

to prepare it for burial, a common ritual.

They were then infected, leading to an

explosive chain reaction of deaths, funer-

als and further infections.

Up to now, the pharmaceutical giants

have done nothing to develop a vaccine

for a disease that largely affects impov-

erished black Africans. But as Ebola

threatens to spread beyond its African

confines, pharmaceutical companies have

dusted off plans for developing a vaccine,

putting it on a fast track for commercial-

ization. The most probable market would

be the U.S. military, a huge consumer of

vaccines.

The Ebola crisis is yet another marker

of the criminality and irrationality of the

capitalist order. The World Health Organ-

ization had its budget slashed following

the global financial crisis, leading to the

dissolving of its epidemic and pandemic
response department and leaving only one

technical expert on hemorrhagic diseases.

At the same time, the U.S. ruling class

pours billions into warding off the spec-

tre of “bioierrorism.” As journalist Arthur

Allen wrote in Vaccine: The Controver-

sial Story of Medicine’s Greatest Life-

saver (2008), “No price was too high to

pay for anything that had the magic word
‘terrorism’ attached to it. Congress was
willing to authorize $1.9 billion to build

and maintain a stockpile of smallpox vac-

cine. and $1.4 billion to create and stock-

pile a new anthrax vaccine.”

The inhuman conditions that capital-

ism imposes on its semicolonial slaves

pose in the starkest manner the need for

socialist revolutions across the globe.

There are crucial proletarian concen-

trations in Africa—from the powerful

industrial workers in South Africa and

Egypt to oil workers in Nigeria and

dock and rail workers in Kenya—with

the potential social power to lead all the

miserably impoverished and oppressed in

revolutionary struggle. Key to this per-

spective is the fight to sweep away cap-

italist rule in the imperialist heartlands,

in which an exceptionally important role

will be played by black workers in the

U.S., descendants of African slaves.

As early as the mid 19th century. Karl

Marx and Friedrich Engels recognized

that the advent of modern science and

industry created the potential to elim-

inate the hunger and deprivation that

deform and stunt the lives of the world’s

masses. But this cannot be achieved under

a system of production for profit. Only
through overturning the capitalist system

and establishing a planned, collectivized

economy on a world scale will the basis

be laid for a qualitative expansion of sci-

entific research and technological devel-

opment to serve human needs, finally

overcoming material scarcity.

Syria...
(continuedfrom page 1)

East, thus providing a petri dish for the

growth of myriad Islamic terrorist outfits

throughout the area. Two such groups,

the toothpaste terrorists of the (conven-

iently unearthed) Khorasan group and

the Nusra Front, targeted for drive-by

attacks during the initial air raids, are

more or less direct links to A1 Qaeda,

which spun off ISIS itself Forerunners of

A1 Qaeda were trained and funded by the

CIA as it assembled a reactionary horde

to oppose the Soviet Union’s intervention

in Afghanistan in the 1980s.

Obama—with some assistance from

the British and French imperialists, who
maintain interests in the Near East—pro-

jects weaving together the “good” terror-

ists opposed to ISIS with the forces of

friendly Arab states, many of which have

been/are backers of ISIS, to exterminate

the threat du jour. The only criterion for

membership in this club seems to be that

its participants have conflicting interests

in the region. A measure of the unin-

tended consequences of this operation is

that it is backed by today’s (or is it yester-

day’s?) enemy. President Assad of Syria.

But as we noted in “U.S. Out of Iraq! No
Intervention in Syria!” (WV No. 1051, 5

September). Assad’s approval may back-

fire on him given that the U.S. maintains

its opposition to his rule. It is the duty of

the American working people to oppose

any and all U.S. imperialist intervention

in Syria, and everywhere else.

Despite the absence of non-delusional

policy objectives in the U.S. military

campaign against ISIS in Iraq and Syria,

its purpose, like all the wars of U.S.

imperialism, is to enforce and perpetu-

ate its domination of the planet. This was

nicely captured by the New York Times

(24 September) report that Obama’s ser-

mon to the UN left “little doubt that the

United States would act as the ultimate

guarantor of an international order."

In addition to the millions of those

slaughtered by U.S. imperialism in its

wars are the other victims of the decay-

ing capitalist order, both abroad and in

this country. Working people in the U.S.

have seen their wages slashed and/or

their benefits gutted with no prospects of

any real economic revival to reverse the

bloodletting of the deep and prolonged

recession. Black people continue to be
gunned down by the killer cops, with the

events in Ferguson revealing the real face

of racist capitalist America. Dissatisfac-

tion with those who govern is rampant,

matched only by the despair of those

who are governed. What is needed is a

surge of class struggle and social pro-

tests, which will provide the basis for

building a revolutionary internationalist

working-class party with the purpose of

overturning the profit-gorged U.S. impe-

rialist order.
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REVOLUTIONARY

THE A/llMNEAPOLlS

TRUCKEES’ STRIKES OF 934

PalmerDan

24 July 1934: Minneapolis Teamsters and allies turn out en masse for funeral of Henry Ness, striker killed by police.

A Review and
Commentary

by E. Tanner

Part Two

Part One of this article appeared in

WV No. 1052 (19 September).

At the time of the 1934 Minneapo-

lis Teamsters strikes, the Farmer-Labor

Party (FLP) and its brand of agrarian

populism largely dominated Minnesota

politics. A proper appreciation of the cap-

italist loyalties of FLP governor Floyd B.

Olson was essential to charting a course

for workers struggle. In his 1937 book

American City: A Rank-and-File His-

tory, Charles Rumford Walker noted that

56 percent of the state’s population was
foreign-born, and he discussed at length

the FLP’s Scandinavian-derived plebeian

base. These working people were strongly

influenced by the Social Democratic par-

ties that had awakened the proletariat in

their native countries.

The Scandinavian foreign-language

federations had played a major role in the

Minnesota Socialist Party (SP). Nation-

ally, the reformist, social-democratic SP
had been suffused from its founding with

a strong dose of petty-bourgeois radical-

ism that derived from the Progressive and

Populist movements. Among its members,

the class line separating petty-bourgeois

populism from unambiguously working-

class political and social organizations

was not widely understood.

This remained the case even after sig-

nificant elements of the Scandinavian

federations transferred their allegiance to

the Communist movement. (The Finnish

Federation, by far the largest, comprised

roughly half of the national Communist
membership in 1922). The confusion over

the class nature of farmer-based populism

was compounded by the fact that the Min-

nesota FLP allowed for bloc affiliation of

trade unions, which gave it the appearance

of a working-class organization. However,

the FLP's program clearly reflected its

populist origins and its constitution care-

fully limited trade-union voting power to

prevent labor from controlling the party.

The young American Communist
movement, of which the CLA’s founding

cadres were part, was almost shipwrecked

on the shoals of farmer-laborism. In the

1924 presidential elections, the Com-
munist Party (CP) came close to giving

support to the Farmer-Labor candidacy

of the former Republican governor of

Wisconsin, Robert La Follette. Only the

intervention of Leon Trotsky in Moscow
pulled the party back from this oppor-

tunist course. But the Communist Inter-

national. which was then at the beginning

of its bureaucratic degeneration, muddied

the waters by insisting that the American

Communists continue to call for a two-

class party and work within the Farmer-

Labor movement. The story of this near-

debacle is laid out in the introduction to

the Prometheus Research Library's book

James P. Cannon and the Early Years of

American Communism. Selected Writings

and Speeches. 1920-1928 [1991].

The CLA’s founding cadres were quite

cognizant of the debt they owed Trotsky for

this intervention. Their founding document

declared unequivocally: “The organization

of two classes in one Party—a Farmer-

Labor Party—must be rejected in principle

in favor of the separate organization of the

workers, and the formation of a political

alliance with the poor farmers under the

leadership of the former (“Platform of the

Communist Opposition.” Militant, 15 Feb-

ruary 1929). Less than a year later. Vincent

Dunne, who as a CP leader had also served

as an FLP ward secretary, explained:

“Any political party composed of two
classes, as is the case in this instance,

with farmers and workers in the same
organization, maintains unity only at the

expense of the program put forward by

the most exploited and propertyless sec-

tion. The leadership of such a party can

lead only as long as it is able to hold back

the thrusts of the workers and satisfy the

demands of those elements whose politi-

cal outlook is bounded by the illusion that

it is possible to achieve security under the

capitalist order, by acquiring property or

enhancing the value of that which they

already hold, through reforms, half meas-
ures, etc...

“With this political outlook, the lead-

ership. from the vantage point of the

farmers' wagon, from time to time sees

bogholes in the road ahead and is forced

to use the workers as pushers of the cart

in such bad spots as political campaigns,

financial difficulties, etc.

"That the workers have nothing to gain

from this horseplay must be evident to

those who give it a little thought."—"Minnesota F.L.P.—Six Years

of Confusion and Disappoint-

ment in a Two-Class Party,"

Miliiarit. 18 January 1930

There is some evidence of lingering

softness in the Minneapolis CLA toward

farmer-laborism. Later that year, the Mil-

itant (1 November 1930) repudiated the

branch's initial agreement to bloc with oth-

ers recently expelled from the CP. including

Jay Lovestone’s organization and remnants
of the former Finnish-language federation,

to found a new regional farmer-labor news-

paper. Such unprincipled political alliances

between supporters of Leon Trotsky and

Right Communists like Lovestone (sup-

porters of Nikolai Bukharin) destroyed the

nascent International Left Opposition in

some other countries, and Cannon worked

hard to make sure the CLA learned from

these mistakes. Whatever the wobbles in

the local, significantly the CLA’s Militant

never gave electoral support to the Min-

nesota FLP. Considering themselves an

expelled faction of the Communist Party

until mid 1933. the Trotskyists generally

supported CP candidates for public office.

None of this history figures in Palm-

er's book, a real weakness since he crit-

icizes the CLA strike leadership for "its

early inability to mount a revolutionary

critique of Farmer-Laborism, which may
have fed into a tendency to rely unduly on

this political tendency's head spokesman.

Governor Floyd B. Olson.”

Governor Olson and the FLP
Olson, who had been an IWW member

in his youth, was a maverick even by Min-

nesota FLP standards. He was Minneso-

ta’s chief executive officer responsible for

capitalist law and order, but he hesitated

to become an open strikebreaker, not least

because he was on record as supporting

the truckers' right to unionize. The organ-

izers of Local 574 had seen to that, having

pressured him to speak at a truckers' mass

meeting on April 15. (Olson didn't show,

but sent a representative to read a support

statement.)

Palmer writes that at the time, the

Trotskyists “undoubtedly neglected to

hammer home relentlessly how this seem-

ing advocate of the producers was bound
to turn against the very plebeian constit-

uency that had propelled him into office.”

He may be right, but there is little evidence

of what CLA fraction members argued at

the time to their co-workers. Palmer him-

self notes that the New York leadership

was not fully informed of the situation.

The Militant had exactly one article on

the Minneapolis truckers between the end

of February and its May 26 issue, and that

article didn’t even mention Olson or the

April 15 mass meeting.

The CLA organizers had to confront a

big problem—most of Local 574's ranks

were FLP voters with massive illusions

in the governor, who cultivated his image

as a populist spokesman for the working

people. When the Organizer began pub-

lication on the eve of the third strike, it

sought to patiently and pedagogically

explain that any intervention by Olson

Minnesota Historical Society

Local 574 president Bill Brown (second from left) with Trotskyists In Minne-
apolis: Grant Dunne (far left), Miles and Vincent Dunne, Albert Goldman.
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National Guard raids offices of Central Labor Union in

Minneapolis on 1 August 1934 after martial law dec*
laration by Farmer-Labor Party governor Floyd Olson
(Inset).

Minnesota Historical Society photos

would inevitably be on the side of the

bosses. Even before National Guard troops

appeared on the street, the union journal

demanded their removal:

"Governor Olson, in his statement, said

he will not take sides in the strike. But

his action in mobilizing a battalion of

the National Guard on the first day of the

strike—is that not taking sides? Many
workers will be keenly disappointed both

with the statement and the action of Gov-
ernor Olson. They voted for him in the

firm conviction that he would side with

them against the bosses. Union men and

women have a right to doubt that anyone
can be really neutral in the great strug-

gle between capital and labor. But in any
case they expected something more than

neutrality from the Farmer-Labor Gov-
ernor. They expected support of their

struggle, not the threat of military force

against them.

"That is the only way the mobilization of

the National Guard can be understood

—

as a threat against the strikers."—"Troops in Minneapolis—What
For?”. Organizer. 18 July 1934

Olson did not declare martial law and

bring out the National Guard until after

the "Bloody Friday” massacre of strik-

ers by Minneapolis police. On the heels

of that violence, the bosses rejected a

compromise deal worked out by federal

mediators and accepted by the union.

Olson’s pretense that he had mobilized

the National Guard to "defend" the strik-

ers was quickly blown apart as the Guard

indiscriminately issued permits allowing

scab trucks to operate. When the union

ordered all its members to report for

renewed picket duty on August I. Olson

ordered the Guard to raid strike head-

quarters and arrest those union leaders

it could find. The Organizer declared;

"Is there one fool who still thinks that

Olson’s National Guard is here to help the

strikers?" and carried a banner headline

"Answer Military Tyranny by a General

Protest Strike!"

Olson gambled that he could find non-

communist militants in the second tier of

strike leaders whom he could coax into

settling on terms more favorable to the

bosses. That his gambit spectacularly

backfired is testimony to just how suc-

cessful the Organizer and the CLA frac-

tion had been in convincing the ranks that

Olson was not their ally. Revolutionary

Teamsters includes an amusing account

of the governor’s failed discussions with

some of the strike picket captains, who
refused to negotiate while union leaders

remained in jail. Under pressure from the

AFL officialdom—which did not want

to call a general strike—Olson quickly

backtracked, released the arrested leaders

of Local 574 and handed back the union

its headquarters.

There was a necessary division of labor

between the Organizer and the Militant.

In the face of Olson’s open strikebreak-

ing. the Organizer (1 August) published a

speech by Albert Goldman that declared.

"Judging by the Governor’s actions, one is

justified in labeling Governor Olson as an

enemy of the working class. He has given

the bosses hard words and no blows; he

has given the workers soft words and hard

blows." The Militant drew the program-

matic conclusions;

"The ‘friend of the worker.’ the Farmer-

Labor Governor of Minnesota had re-

vealed him.scif to be the bitterest foe of

organized labor, the shrewdest supporter

of the bosses ...

"Under the pretense of helping the strike.

Olson has done his level best to crush

it.... Taking a leaf from Hiller’s book this

‘wolf in sheep’s clothing’ committed the

most despotic action American labor has

seen in years when he crashed into strike

headquarters and jailed strike leaders.

His cunning words of support were only

slightly more successful than the raw
propaganda of the Citizens Alliance and

Dan Tobin. This agent of capitalism, like

all the rest, needed the mailed fist to gel

results for the employers. ..

"Victory or defeat, the curse of the

entire labor movement is on Olson. He
is forever discredited in the eyes of every

worker and honest progressive. The
career of Olson as a liberal is over. The
curtains that are rung over Olson are

rung over the whole gamut of liberalism

and Farmer-Laborism.
"Away with it! Clear the road for a revo-

lutionary party of the working class and

the overthrow of the rotten system that

Olson represents!"— "A ‘Farmer-Labor’ Strikebreaker."

Militant. 4 August 1934

Olson worked assiduously to re-

establish his credentials as a “neutral"

arbiter. The Organizer foolishly helped

him by demanding that the governor raid

Citizens Alliance offices. The populist

demagogue duly issued the orders, an

act inconceivable to any bourgeois politi-

cian in the U.S. today. The enraged Citi-

zens Alliance sued against the continued

imposition of martial law. allowing the

FLP leader to posture once again as an

opponent of the bosses. In turn, both the

Organizer and the Militant softened their

portrayal of Olson. Hugo Oehler wrote in

the Militant:

"The Farmer Labor Governor of Min-
nesota is pressed between two warring

camps—between the workers and the

capitalists, represented by Local 574. and

by the Citizen’s Alliance. Whoever exerts

the greatest pressure will force this rad-

ical petty-bourgeois to alter his course."—"Once Again on the Role of

Governor Olson." Militant.

18 August 1934

However. Oehler also pointed to the FLP
alliance with Roosevelt’s Democratic Party

and claimed that, in making demands on

Olson, the leaders of Local 574 had simply

made use of "division within the camp of

the enemy."

The Organizer bent even further, por-

traying Olson as responsible not to the

capitalists whose state apparatus he helped

administer but to the voters who elected

him;

“There is absolutely nothing strange in

the fact that the Governor has made some
concessions to this working class pres-

sure. As Governor of the state he wields

a great power, but it is by no
means a completely independent

personal power. As a Farmer-
Labor Governor he is obliged

to depend on the support of the

farmers and the organized work-

ers. They put him in office and

they should not be the least bit

bashful in presenting demands to

him. He can ignore them only by
committing political suicide."

At the same time, the union

reiterated its determination to use

the power of the picket line and

not rely on the governor:

"Feeble efforts are being made
in certain quarters—even in the

upper circles of the organized

labor movement—to ‘whitewash’

Governor Olson, it is being ex-

plained that his military raid on

our headquarters and the arrest

of our leaders and members were

meant to ‘help’ the strikers..,.

"Nobody is going to fool us

with such treacherous reasoning.

Nothing will induce us to relax

our vigilance and rely on the

friendship of Governor Olson or

anybody else to win our battle

for us. We are going to rely now
in this critical period, as in the

past, on our own strength and on

the sympathy and solidarity of

our fellow workers and brother

unionists. That, and that alone,

is the power that will bring us victory.”—"The Road to Victory."

Organizer. 4 August 1934

The ranks held out in the subsequent war

of attrition, winning a stunning victory

against the formerly invulnerable Citizens

Alliance.

On the whole, the CLA proved tactically

adept and principled in its handling of

Olson during the strike. But the propagan-

distic softening toward the end reflected

an attenuated understanding of the class

nature of the Farmer-Labor Party. The
Militant variously labeled the mercurial

governor a "liberal" or a “petty-bourgeois

radical." The Organizer tended to treat

him as the representative of a reformist

workers party. But never did the CLA
characterize him as what he was—a dem-

agogic capitalist politician who headed a

bourgeois-populist third parly, a problem

correctly noted by Palmer.

This failure was a political reversion

frt)in the early CLA’s recognitit)n that

there is a qualitative difference between

a party that bases itself on the working

class and claims to stand independently

of the capitalist parties, even if it has a

pro-capitalist leadership like the British

Labour Party at the lime, and a two-

class populist party like the Minnesota

FLP. More research is needed as to when

and how the CLA took this political step

backward.

Palmer reasonably proposes that the

lack of a slogan calling for a genuine labor

party handcuffed the CLA in winning

workers to a principled alternative to the

trans-class Farmer-Labor Parly. The Spart-

acist League raises the call for a workers

party as a propagandistic and algebraic

way to pose the need for the working class

to break with the capitalist parties and

fight for a workers government. At its Sec-

ond Congress in September 1931 the CLA.
with Trotsky’s support, had dropped from

its program the demand for a labor parly.

There was at the time little vibrancy in the

AFL unions, which were firmly under the

control of the pro-capitalist bureaucrats.

The direction of any future working-

class upsurge remained unclear. Since

the Trotskyists considered themselves an

expelled faction of the Communist Party,

the labor party slogan would have been

understood by the Stalinist ranks as a call

for a renewed reformist party like the SP.

By 1934. the situation was begin-

ning to change. However, the lack of a

workers party slogan did not prevent the

CLA from clearly counterposing a rev-

olutionary party of the working class to

Olson and his FLP. as the Militant edi-

torial quoted above clearly illustrates. In

1933. Trotsky’s supporters internationally

had begun to call for new workers par-

ties and a new. Fourth International to

replace the bankrupt Stalinist Commu-
nist International.

In the U.S., moves to fuse with A.J.

Musie's American Workers Party (which

led the victorious 1934 Toledo Auto-Lite

strike) had been proposed even before

the July-August Minneapolis strike; the

Workers Parly of the United Slates was
founded at the end of the year. Governor

Olson was up for re-election that fall, and

the CLA did not support the FLP or any

SP or CP candidate, instead calling for

support to the new Workers Parly then

in the process of formation. Neither did

the Organizer endorse any candidates; in

an October 10 editorial, it warned against

unnamed demagogues who "make prom-

ises to labor which they do not intend to

keep," which could only have been under-

stood as a reference to Olson.

Opportunist Support to FLP
from 1935

If the CLA did not support Olson and

his FLP in the 1934 Minnesota elections,

neither did the Militant polemicize against

the Minnesota third party. In contrast, the

Militant derisively dismissed Upton Sin-

clair’s "progressive” campaign for Cali-

fornia governor on the Democratic Party

ticket. The program of the new Workers

Parly declared: "At present the Farmer-

continued on page H
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Socialist Workers Party leaders, Including veterans of the Minneapolis Team-
sters strikes, before their imprisonment under Smith Act during WWII for rev-

olutionary opposition to U.S. imperialism.

Teamsters...
(continuedfrom page 7)

Labor party movement in this country is

weak and inconsequential," saying noth-

ing about the very consequential Minne-

sota FLP (Mililani, 27 October 1934).

A few months later, in May 1935. the

Workers Party went on to cross the class

line in a blatant opportunist adaptation,

supporting the FLP slate in the Minne-

apolis municipal elections, in which the

FLP mayoral candidate Thomas Latimer

narrowly defeated the hated Republican

incumbent A.J. Bainbridge. From this

point until the FLP merged with the Dem-
ocratic Party, the American Trotskyists

treated the FLP like a reformist workers

party.

Latimer would prove himself to be just

as bloody a strikebreaker as Bainbridge.

But the Trotskyists worked within the FLP
for most of the rest of the decade, engag-

ing in an unprincipled struggle against

CP supporters for control of this Dem-
ocratic Party stand-in. These events are

outside the scope of Palmer's book, and

he mentions them only langenlially, noting

they merit further research. We concur,

though Farrell Dobbs’s Teamster Politics

(the third of three books he wrote on the

Trotskyist work in the Teamsters union)

sketches the outlines of this capitulation

pretty clearly, if dishonestly, since Dobbs

claims that the policy of critical support

to FLP candidates went back to the early

CLA.
While the SWP continued to assert

that the Minnesota FLP was a "genuine

labor party" even after it merged with the

Democratic Party in 1944, the Trotsky-

ists under Cannon's leadership drew back

from flirtations with bourgeois third

parties in 1948, when the National Com-
mittee debated and decisively rejected

support to the presidential campaign of

Henry Wallace. Correctly declaring Wal-

lace's Stalinist-backed Progressive Party

to be a "capitalist splinter party unwor-

thy of critical support by the revolutionary

workers." the SWP decided to run its own
candidates for U.S. president and vice

president. (The Spartacist League now
views running for executive office in the

bourgeois state to be a violation of Marx-

ist principle, but the Trotskyist movement
at the time did not hold this position: see

"Marxist Principles and Electoral Tac-

tics,” Spartacist No. 61, Spring 2009.)

It’s obvious, as Palmer observes, that

the Trotskyists' support to the Minnesota

FLP paved the way for their increasing

nationwide tendency to politically adapt to

the pro-Roosevelt AFL union officialdom,

with whom they often blocked against the

Stalinists. Trotsky noted this tendency in

his 1940 discussions with SWP leaders,

including Cannon and Dobbs:

"You are afraid to become compromised
in the eyes of the Rooseveltian trade

unionists. They on the other hand are

not worried in the slightest about being
compromised by voting for Roosevelt

against you.... If you are afraid, you lose

your independence and become half-

Rooseveltian. In peacetimes this is not

catastrophic. In wartimes it will compro-

mise us. They can smash us. Our policy

is loo much for the pro-Rooseveltian

trade unionists."—"Discussions with Trotsky" (12-15

June 1940), printed in Writings

ofLeon Trotsky (1939-40)

Trotsky’s words were indeed prophetic,

as is clear from Revolutionary Teamsters'

chapter on the 1940 witchhunt in which

the U.S. government—aided and abetted

by Teamsters president Daniel Tobin

—

wrested the Minneapolis Teamsters local

from its Trotskyist leadership. Palmer

makes use of new research on how the

Roosevelt administration railroaded Ray

Dunne, Skoglund and 16 others, including

Cannon and Albert Goldman, into prison

for opposing World War II. Determined

to enter the inierimperialist slaughter

and fight for their own world primacy,

there is no way the U.S. ruling class was

going to tolerate communists committed

to working-class internationalism in the

leadership of a major trade union. The out-

come was predetermined by the absence

of broader revolutionary working-class

struggle.

Nonetheless, by supporting the FLP.

the Trotskyist Teamsters leaders seriously

undercut their ability to build a base in

the union for the kind of independent

working-class political action against the

capitalists and their parties that they for-

mally stood for. Rather than pointing to

this programmatic capitulation. Palmer

finds fault with the failure to build cau-

cuses based on the Transitional Program

in the far-flung locals created during

the Teamsters’ Northwest over-the-road

organizing campaign, which the Trotsky-

ists masterminded (with the cooperation,

briefly, of Tobin).

In this. Palmer echoes the line of a series

of articles based on partial and now-dated

research by Chris Knox that were pub-

lished in early issues of Workers Vanguard.

These articles were subsequently reprinted

by the embittered clot of ex-Spartacists

and their hangers-on calling themselves

the Bolshevik Tendency (BT). The BT has

long screamed that the Spartacist League

has abandoned the trade unions in favor

of "community organizing.” These fakers

were to be found nowhere near the suc-

cessful series of labor-centered anti-fascist

demonstrations that the SL initiated in

the early 1980s, which kept the Ku Klux

Klan and Nazis, for a time, from rallying

in Northern cities. Drawing a hard sepa-

ration between the black plebeian masses

and the working class, the BT views the

Labor Black Leagues that we initiated in

the early 1980s as a diversion from “trade-

union work."

Palmer follows the BT in fetishizing

the organizational form of the trade-union

caucus. But the caucus is not the funda-

mental vehicle for communist work in the

trade unions. That role is reserved for the

fraction of party members. The fraction

is strategic, the caucus episodic. Whether

or not to form a caucus is a tactical ques-

tion, usually depending on whether or not

there exist broader forces with whom the

fraction can bloc on key issues in order

to fight for leadership in the union. In

the absence of Trotskyist branches with

functioning fractions, caucuses within the

Northwest Teamster locals would quickly

have gone astray.

The Necessity of

Work in the Unions

The 1934 Teamsters strikes broke the

back of the Citizens Alliance and made
Minneapolis a union town. The impact

was such that, some 40 years later, a high-

level police official responded to a com-

plaint about double-parked trucks with the

observation: "Since 1934, we don’t ques-

tion anything the Teamsters do” (quoted in

Philip A. Korth. The Minneapolis Team-

sters Strike of 1934. 1995). No more.

Yet another 40 years have passed,

during which a one-sided class war has
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eroded the organization, wages and ben-

efits that working people wrested from

the bourgeois rulers in the momentous

class battles of the 1930s and the imme-

diate post-WWII period. There are no

union towns left. Non-union shops and

"temporary" contract workers are legion,

even in industries that were once union,

like trucking and warehouse. Wages are

poverty-level for huge portions of the

American working class, and worse for

the marginalized populations of the ghet-

tos and barrios kept under the jackboot

of cop terror.

A central obstacle to the necessary

mobilization of working men and women

to fight in their own interests now. as in

1934, is the pro-capitalist labor fakers who

sit atop what remains of the unions, bow-

ing to every anti-labor law and Supreme

Court decision, channeling the discontent

that roils beneath the surface of U.S. soci-

ety into the dead end of bourgeois elec-

toral politics. Palmer addresses the current

abject state of American class struggle in

his last chapter, attempting to draw les-

sons from 1934. But his effort is marred

by jargon reflecting the fads and fancies

of what passes for Marxist discourse in

academia and dated by his preoccupation

with 201 1’s Occupy movement, which

went the way of most petty-bourgeois

protest movements in America, dissolving

into electoral pressure politics. In Occu-

py’s case, this meant support for Barack

Obama around the 2012 presidential elec-

tions. Trotskyists would do better to con-

template the words of James P. Cannon:

"The purposeful activism of the educated

socialists must be directed primarily into

the trade unions precisely because they

are the immediate connecting link with

a broader circle of workers and there-

fore the most fruitful field of activity.

When the socialist idea is carried into

the workers’ mass organizations by the

militant activists, and takes root there, a

profound influence is exerted upon these

organizations. They become more aware
of their class interest and their historic

mission, and grow in militancy and soli-

darity and effectiveness in their struggle

against the exploiters.

"At the same time, the party gains

strength from the live mass contact, finds

a constant corrective for tactical errors

under the impact of the class struggle and
steadily draws new proletarian recruits

into its ranks. In the trade-union strug-

gle the party tests and corrects itself in

action. It hardens and grows up to the

level of its historic task as the workers’

vanguard in the coming revolution.”—“Deeper Into the Unions.”
Labor Action, 5 December 1936
(reprinted in Notebook ofan
Agitator)m
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Progress

Karl Marx's seminal work Capital analyzed the workings of capitalist produc-
tion, which are mystified by bourgeois economists.

Piketty...
(continuedfrom page 3)

and worker. The struggles between these

classes are sometimes responsible for rev-

olutionary social transformations.

Marx also recognized that classes do

not vie with one another freely but do so

as constrained by their relationship to pro-

duction, The task of enforcing these con-

straints falls to the state—armed bodies of

men that sometimes appear to stand above

the fray but in fact serve the interests of the

dominant class. Modern capitalist democ-

racies. by perfecting the illusion that the

government is responsible to all of society,

are particularly effective at concealing the

raw class domination on which the capital-

ist state, like all states, is founded.

Piketty makes many market calcula-

tions. and he uses these figures (adjusting

for “shocks to capital" caused by wars,

political movements, etc.) to attempt to

explain the general course of economic

development. But the capitalist system is

not a fixed thing with “typical” rates of

pmfit, growth, etc., through time. Rather, it

is subject to both the changing relationship

of forces in the class struggle and the con-

sequences of competition between the capi-

talists who privately own the means of pro-

duction. Anarchy of production, the furious

chase after markets and the insecurity of

existence of the mass of the population

are endemic to the system, as are periodic

crises that rend society, bring production

to a halt, destroy wealth and inflict untold

suffering on the working class and poor.

Disappearing Class Struggle

Piketty papers over the great struggles

of the 20lh century in order to prettify the

murderous extremes to which the capital-

ists have resorted to preserve their profits.

While discussing the impact of World War
I on wealth accumulation (but not popula-

tion count), he pays scant attention to the

impact of the greatest redistributive act in

the history of mankind—the October 1917

Russian Revolution, a product of the tumul-

tuous social struggles sparked by the inier-

imperialist war. For the first time in history,

the working class created a state power that

ripped the means of production out of the

grip of the capitalist class and put them at

the service of the mass of the population.

Lamenting the Russian Revolution.

Piketty glibly claims "the most advanced

European countries explored other, social

democratic avenues—fortunately for their

citizens.” In fact, the Russian Revolution

was the opening shot in a series of revo-

lutionary crises that convulsed Europe—
and were met with bloody reprisal. In

January 1919. Rosa Luxemburg and Karl

Liebknecht. leaders of the newly-formed

German Communist Party, were murdered

by right-wing paramilitary forces acting

at the behest of the Social Democratic

government. The Freikorps proceeded to

kill thousands of left-wing German work-

ers in suppressing the workers councils

that had formed nationwide. At the same
time, a wave of factory occupations in

Italy threatened the capitalist order. A few

years later, the Italian bourgeoisie resorted

to the fascist regime of Mussolini to pro-

tect its property and rule. In Germany,
repeated defeats of the proletariat opened

the door to Hitler's rise to power the fol-

lowing decade. Such are the “fortunate”

avenues of Piketty's social democracy!

Piketty fares no better when addressing

more recent events. He opens his book by

referring to the 2012 Marikana massa-

cre. in which police gunned down strik-

ing South African miners. He reduces

the coldblooded killing to a “tragedy”

brought about by “distributional conflict.”

In fact, the massacre was a stark example
of the capitalist state serving the interests

of the bosses. Piketty further contends:

“After the tragic loss of life, the company
finally proposed a monthly wage of 75

euros.” Nonsense—it was the continued

strike that brought victory to the work-

ers. touching off a strike wave through-

out South Africa. Miners in the platinum

bell went on strike again earlier this year,

winning a substantial wage increase after

a bitter struggle.

Piketty claims to be a disinterested

observer. But while he denies class struggle

as a motor force in history (instead finding

it an unfortunate excess of “distributional

conflict”), he is squarely in the camp of

one of the classes in struggle: the capitalist

class. His policy proposals are motivated

as reforms necessary to prevent future out-

breaks of conflict from marring the smooth

functioning of the capitalist order.

In France, with a more established

social-democratic academic milieu, Pikei-

ty's book was not such a big deal when
published in 2013. A review in Libera-

tion (17 October 2013) noted that it did

not touch on social domination, violence,

exploitation or class battles, describing it

as “a conceptual regression shaping an

impoverished vision of the social world.”

The review aptly concluded that Piketty's

aim in reducing inequality in wealth was

to “give meaning” to wage inequality so

as to better legitimatize it.

This criticism was made by a leftist

intellectual who sees in this magnum
opus not only a pro-capitalist manifesto

but a right-wing neoliberal one at that.

That evaluation is entirely consistent with

Piketty’s political profile. In the lead-up to

the 2007 French presidential elections,

Piketty served as economic adviser to

hardline “law and order" Socialist Parly

(SP) candidate S^gol^ne Royal. The same
year, he denounced the 35-hour workweek
in France as a “major error.”

Only in the relatively backward political

context of the United States, where there

is not even a mass reformist workers party

like the SP. can Piketty be mistaken for a

radical. While touring the U.S. earlier this

year, Piketty met U.S. Treasury Secretary

Jacob Lew, gave a talk to Obama’s Council

of Economic Advisers and a lecture at the

International Monetary Fund. Although

Piketty may express some sympathy for

the plight of the poor, his message serves

the concerns of a different audience.

Bourgeois Economics
for the 21st Century

Piketty wrongly casts his work in

the mold of classical political economy,

harking back to Adam Smith and David

Ricardo. The strength of those economists,

who paved the way for Marx, was that they

sought to distinguish capital and value from

the pure accumulation of wealth. As ascen-

dant capitalism was at the time displacing

the old feudal order, such an approach was
needed to explain how a factory owner dif-

fered from a landed aristocrat.

Writing in the age of bourgeois tri-

umphalism spawned by the demise of the

Soviet Union. Piketty makes no such dis-

tinctions. He defines “capital” to be any

and all wealth and renders it a timeless

category present across all human history,

or at least back to the first year AD. This

definition freely mixes land and home
ownership with other forms of wealth,

including stuck holdings, which guarantee

a stake in the share of profit of a capitalist

enterprise. The absurdity of his method is

shown when Piketty calculates the average

market value of slaves to factor them into

the total capital of the U.S. In so doing,

he denies what Lincoln and the Radical

Republicans intuitively knew—that slav-

ery in the U.S. was a different form of pro-

duction than capitalism, and a war needed

to be waged to smash the institution.

Classical political economy focused

on the character of markets. Smith and

Ricardo, in seeking to account for what it

meant for things to be exchanged for items

of equal value on the market, adhered to

a labor theory of value. In The Wealth of
Nations (1776). Smith wrote: "The value

of any commodity, therefore, to the person

who possesses it, and who means not to

use or consume It himself, but to exchange

it for other commodities, is equal to the

quantity of labour which it enables him to

purchase or command. Labour, therefore,

is the real measure of the exchangeable

value of all commodities."

Marx, building upon and going beyond

that tradition, saw in capitalism a new
arrangement of productive forces. The mar-

ket, which had existed before the advent

of capitalism, had become so generalized

that labor power itself was turned into a

commodity—that is. the ability to work

bidder in exchange for wages. Prior class

systems had made explicit the exploitation

of labor; for example, the peasant might

work two days a week for himself and four

for his lord. Capitalism concealed that

exploitation under the veil of the market.

A worker may produce eight hours worth

of value but only be compensated for. say.

three of them in his wages. The other five

hours create “surplus value.” the source of

profit for the capitalist. Under this system

of wage slavery, the exact fraction of the

total value added by a worker that goes

back to him is determined by a contest of

forces in the class struggle.

Capital: What It Is and Isn't

For Marx, following Smith and Ricardo,

capital is not just any old form of wealth,

but that contributing to the process of

capitalist production. Take an expensive

watch sitting in a cabinet. It is displayed

wealth, not capital. While gold may find

use in the manufacture of electronics or

luxury items, gold bars in a warehouse

are not capital either. That gold may
speculatively fluctuate in value, but it is

not involved in production, and cannot be

considered as capital when examining the

amount of goods and services generated

and distributed by a society.

In a production cycle, capital is both

created and consumed. Thus, it is not sim-

ply a fixed “stock," but a flow of expendi-

ture with two distinct components. Vari-

able capital is the portion spent on wages,

so named by Marx because the Invest-

ment differs from the amount returned,

with the difference representing surplus

value. Constant capital is the portion con-

sumed in the course of production, as raw

material and as wear and tear on machin-

ery or other depreciation of equipment.

From the standpoint of the economy as a

whole, constant capital also includes non-

productive expenses socially necessary to

the ruling class: cops and security guards

to keep the workers in line, teachers to

maintain a certain level of knowledge,

officials to fill administrative and gov-

ernmental posts, a military, etc.

The largest part of what Piketty incor-

rectly counts as capital is housing, which

he has constituting nearly half the capital

in modern-day Britain. Housing is sim-

ply a consumer good. A family that owns
its home does not derive income from it.

Even If that house Is sold for more than

the purchase price (by no means guaran-

teed), the proceeds go toward buying or

renting another dwelling—or paying for

nursing home care. Piketty’s treatment

of housing serves to efface class distinc-

tions. slotting in many members of the

working class as “owners of capital.”

Due to the longevity of housing stock,

the cost of construction has long since been

recouped for most housing units, which in

addition have changed hands many times.

The capitalists who own residential real

estate (typically banks and financial insti-

tutions) are almost completely separated

from those who develop it. Once a house is

sold as a consumer good, the income cap-

est and speculative gains—is nearly com-
pletely divorced from its production and
reproduction. This income is combined
with other sources of financial income and
then directed elsewhere. Capitalist income
derived from residential real estate Is thus

simple parasitism.

In this aspect, modern housing is very

similar to agricultural land in the 19th cen-

tury. Classical political economists did not

regard land as capital, with Ricardo arguing

that "the interest of the landlord is always

opposed to that of the consumer and manu-
facturer.” Basing himself on Ricardo. John
Stuart Mill, the pre-eminent liberal intel-

lectual in mid Victorian England, argued

for a confiscatory tax on the income of the

landed class: “They grow richer, as it were
in the sleep, without working, risking, or

economizing.... In what would they have

been wronged if society had. from the

beginning, reserved the right of taxing the

spontaneous increase of rent, to the high-

est amount required by financial exigen-

cies?” Mill's propt>sal to tax away almost

the entire income of the landlord class was
far more radical in its time than Piketty’s

proposal for a global wealth tax.

ITO BE CONTINUED)

was offered on the market to the highest italists derive from housing—rent, inter-

Reulers

September 2012: South African platinum miners march at Lonmin's Marikana
site, where cops shot dead 34 of their comrades. Miners won historic pay
hikes through hard-fought strikes.
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Walter Thomas Monnington
Painting commemorates 1707 Union of Scotland and England.

Scotland...
(continuedfrom page 12)

With ihe "Better Together" campaign
offering voters only more of the same

—

aside fn)m last-minute promise.s to grant

more powers to the Scottish parliament,

not to mention another royal baby—an

audience member at a televised debate

asked Darling: if we would be better

together, why are we not better now?
Support for the yes campaign has

also grown as a measure of defiance of

the incessant outpouring of vile English

chauvinism emanating from the London
press and political pundits. Even before

the referendum deal had been agreed,

the Daily Mail railed against Scotland's

first minister and Scottish National Party

(SNP) leader Alex Salmond. One headline

blared; "If Mr Cameron fails to stand up

to the devious, slippery Alex Salmond.

the end of the Union will be his wretched

legacy" (26 January 2012). Another Mail
article pontificated that "the Union of

England. Scotland and Wales" is nothing

less than "history’s greatest success story"

(29 January 2012). When polls showed a

slight majority for the yes campaign, the

Suns English edition (8 September) ran the

vile anti-Scottish headline “Jocky Horror

Show." while the Guardian (8 September)

headline trumpeted: "Last Stand to Keep
the Union.” To judge by the hysteria in the

bourgeois press, one might think that the

SNP is about to re-enact the 1745 upris-

ing by the Jacobites (followers of Charles

Edward Stuart, the son of a Catholic pre-

tender to the British throne) that aimed to

overthrow the Protestant ascendancy and

threatened the 1707 union of the Scottish

and English parliaments.

As Marxists we oppose the whole edi-

fice known as the "United Kingdom"—
comprising the monarchy, the House of

Lords and the established (Protestant)

churches and incorporating the Orange
statelet in Northern Ireland. The Westmin-
ster parliament embodies the privileged

status accorded to banking and finance

capital in London and the South East of

England by the ruling class, which is con-

temptuous of the now de-industrialised

areas of northern England as well as of

Scotland and Wales. Doubtless there are

many people in Northumbria. Lancashire

and the Midlands who would like to go
with Scotland to escape Westminster rule.

We support the right ofself-determination

for Scotland and Wales, which includes

the right to form independent states. In

itself, the referendum does not pose an
issue of principle and we do not advocate

either a yes or a no vote. Our programme
is for a voluntary federation of workers
republics in the British Isles. Within such
a federation, we do not predetermine what
Scotland's status will be—an independent
workers republic, an autonomous region

or any other status that is compatible with

working-class rule.

As Marxists, we have long upheld the

right of self-determination for Scotland.

But. as distinct from nationalists, who sup-

port separation in all cases, whether or not

we advocate independence depends on the

depth of national antagonisms between the

For workers republics
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working people of the different nations. In

the case of Scotland today the evidence is

contradictory. While the polls indicate a

rise in support for independence, opposi-

tion to separation remains high, estimated

at well over 40 per cent in the population

as a whole. As regards the trade unions,

the Scottish TUC issued a statement at

the Britain-wide annual TUC Congress
in Liverpool on 8 September which said:

"The STUC and unions representing the

majority of union members in Scotland

have democratically decided not to rec-

ommend either a YES or NO vote."

The high level of opposition to Scottish

separation testifies to the degree of assim-

ilation that exists, in the absence of deci-

sive differences of language or religion,

between the Scottish and English—as

well as the Welsh—nations. By contrast,

in Canada we call for Quebec independ-

ence in order to remove the roadblock

of national antagonisms that divides the

workers of English Canada and Quebec,
poisoning prospects for united class strug-

gle against capitali.sm. In Scotland, the

reformist left groups are solidly for a yes

vote. Their perspective has nothing to do
with the Leninist approach of trying to

get the national question off the agenda.

Instead, they shamelessly promote illu-

sions in the bourgeois-nationalist SNP as

the means to resist the Tory government.

Our approach to the national question

is guided by the need to minimise the

barriers to working-class unity. As pro-

letarian internationalists, we give no sup-

port whatsoever to nationalism, whether

it be the great power chauvinism of the

oppressor countries or the nationalism of

the oppressed. We vehemently oppose the

British chauvinism and racism which is

being whipped up by the UK Independ-

ence Party (UKIP). who are feeding off

relentless attacks on immigrants' rights

imposed previously by Labour and now by

the Tories. The reactionary Orange Order
plans a march in Edinburgh to bang its

drums for the Union. Given the Orange-
men’s history of violent provocations

against the oppressed Catholic minority

in Northern Ireland, their support for the

pro-UK campaign will be more likely to

entice Scots of Irish Catholic background
to vote yes.

We oppose Scottish nationalism and
warn against illusions that an independent

capitalist Scotland will shelter working
people from the chill winds of capitalist

austerity, or that it will provide an opt-out

from British imperialism and its wars. As
an opposition to British imperialism, the

SNP is not about to set the heather ablaze.

Rather these nationalists are committed
to preserving “a strong, new relationship

between Scotland and the rest of the UK."
Furthermore, the SNP's "new" Scotland
will bow to the monarchy, the corner-

stone of that reactionary edifice known
as the "United Kingdom." In the SNP’s
words, "the Queen will be our Head of

Stale, the pound will be our currency and
you will still be watching your favourite

programmes on TV." Such toadying to

the Crown would shame even the likes

of robber-baron Andrew Carnegie, the

Scottish-born 19th-century U.S. steel

magnate who opposed “kings and queens
and privilege in all its forms" and said.

"A king is an insult to every other man in

the land." The minimum condition for any
semblance of sovereignly for Scotland
must be a break with the English monarchy V

and the establishment of its own currency.

When it comes to the foreign policy of

an "independent" Scotland, the SNP can

best be described as “junior imperialists in

wailing.” The nationalists are committed
to maintaining Scotland’s membership of

the major Western imperialist clubs—the

NATO military alliance and the European
Union. Earlier this year, Alex Salmond
expressed his support to NATO’s current

vendetta against Vladimir Putin’s Rus-

sia. The SNP leader declared his support

for the NATO-installed, fascist-infested

regime in Kiev, saying that he had "no
hesitation in condemning Russia’s activi-

ties in the Ukraine land] the illegal annex-

ation of the Crimea" (bbc.co.uk, 1 1 May).

Support for such forces is consistent with

the SNP's enthusing over the Nazi-loving

Baltic nationalists who were fomenting

counterrevolution in the Soviet Union
more than two decades ago.

While there is much opposition to

NATO membership in Scotland, illusions

in the EU are common. Just as the sin-

gle European currency is instrumental in

the impoverishment of poorer countries

such as Greece within the EU. a currency

union with England would cede control

over Scotland's interest rate, spending and
monetary policy to the Bank of England,

making a mockery of Scottish sovereignty.

We are opposed in principle to the EU.
the imperialist conglomerate which was

founded as an economic adjunct to NATO
against the Soviet Union and remains the

vehicle with which the European capital-

ists jointly exploit the European workers,

while its more powerful imperialist mem-
bers lord it over the weaker states.

The yes campaign's popularity in Scot-

land docs not rest primarily on the SNP's

attitude towards the EU. or its position on

currency union. As one punter [man on

the slreeil said, the problem is not what

currency to use. but how to obtain enough

of it. The SNP has skillfully positioned

itself as the only viable alternative to Tory

rule in Scotland, building on their record

in 201 1 when they defied the polls to win a

majority in the Scottish parliament. Back

then, the SNP’s electoral victory did not

indicate a vote for independence. Rather

the SNP built its reputation among voters

with a range of populist policies, includ-

ing free prescriptions, free personal care

for the elderly and a freeze on the coun-

cil tax. in addition to refusing to impose

university tuition fees. These minimal
measures don’t begin to reverse the cuts

to welfare provision of recent decades, but

in the absence of a viable alternative com-
ing from Labour, people turn to the SNP.

The growth of the SNP is also a prod-

uct of the refusal of the trade-union

leadership to mount any effective class

struggle against Tory government auster-

ity—itself a product of their abiding ties

to Labour and to the capitalist order. The
treachery of the trade-union leadership

was clearly shown in October last year at

Grangemouth. Scotland’s only oil refin-

ery. The union was set up for attack by
the Labour Parly leadership, which insti-

gated a witch hunt against Stephen Deans,
who was then a senior shop steward at

Grangemouth and also chair of the local

Labour Party branch. Labour leader Ed
Miliband ordered a pol ice investigation of
the branch, over alleged corruption in the

selection of a parliamentary candidate.

And although not a shred of evidence was
found, the oil bosses continued to hound
Deans. On the eve of a strike by workers
in the plant in defence of their union rep-

resentative, oil boss Jim Ratcliffe threat-

ened to close Grangemouth petrochemical
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facility. Rather than fight, the leadership

of Unite. Britain’s biggest trade union,

called off the strike before it began. They

signed a deal which included a three-year

pay freeze, a no-strike agreement and an

end to the final-salary pension plan—and

hailed the outcome as a victory.

For the pro-capitalist bureaucracy,

"saving jobs” means the workers must

make sacrifices to keep the company via-

ble. Alex Salmond. who helped broker the

Grangemouth deal, bragged that the plant

would now have a "bright future.” At the

time we wrote: “Some future. Grange-

mouth—one of Scotland’s few remain-

ing industrial complexes, where the trade

union has now been crippled and workers

cowed into submission—indeed prefig-

ures the kind of future the working class

can expect in [al capitalist Scotland, inde-

pendent or otherwise” {"Workers Hammer
No. 225. Winter 2013-2014 [reprinted in

WV No. 1035, 29 November 2013]).

Foot Soldiers for

Pro-NATO Nationalists

The reformist left in Scotland, notably

the Scottish Socialist Party (SSP), has

found its niche, selling the independence

campaign to working-class areas of Scot-

land where the nationalists have difficulty

penetrating. Tommy Sheridan demagogi-

cally pul it: "You vote for independence

and you will never have to endure another

Tory government in Scotland” {published

in Socialist Review, July/August 2014).

The SSP's Colin Fox, who sits on the Yes

Scotland Advisory Board, does a hard-

sell for a capitalist Scotland, saying: “The

referendum offers a once-in-a-!ifetime

opportunity to secure self-determination

for Scotland, to establish a left of centre

social democratic state and free five mil-

lion Scots from the yoke of British impe-

rialism” {The Case for an Independent

Socialist Scotland [no date]).

In contrast to these reformists, as far

back as 1992 we cut through the SNP’s

populist fa9ade in a single sentence that

holds up well today. Our article said:

"Although today the SNP uses a lot of

populist rhetoric, seeking to shake off its

Tartan Tory' image, the bottom line for

these bourgeois nationalists is that they

want to become the exploiters in their

own right of the Scottish workers, and

are fishing around for a larger imperial-

ist power to become their sponsor.”—"Tory Ravages, Labour Perfidy

Fuel Scottish Nationalism,"

Workers Hammer Ho. 128,

March-April 1992

In the tradition of Lenin’s Bolsheviks,

we stand for equality for all nations, as

opposed to reformists, who divide the

world into "good" and “bad" nations. The

good nations are oppressed, and only they

deserve the right to self-determination.

Thus the Socialist Workers Party (SWP)
for example does not call for the right of

self-determination for the Russians in

Crimea, because of Russia’s great power

status. But the good/bad nations theory

presents obvious problems when applied to

Scotland, which for reformists is "tainted”

by its involvement in the Empire,

According to leading SWPer Alex

Callinicos, the Scottish people “have not

suffered national oppression at the hands

of the UK state.” By their own logic, the

SWP ought to deny Scotland the right

to self-determination. But, Callinicos

points out. the pro-independence cam-

paign is drawing in the crowds. Indeed.

Tommy Sheridan’s speaking tour "had up

to 12.000 working class people packing

out meetings all over Scotland to hear the

left case for independence.” So what is a

poor opportunist to do? Jumping on the

independence bandwagon, the SWP con-

jures up a scenario wherein independence

for Scotland would be a blow against

British imperialism. An article by Keir

McKechnie in Socialist Review (July/

August 2014) gushes that, "independence

for Scotland would diminish Britain’s

role as the junior partner to US imperi-

alism. seriously weakening both sides of

the so called ‘special relationship’.” More

than that, "the removal of Trident nuclear

submarines from the Clyde would be a

massive blow to Britain’s position as a

leading nuclear state and a real threat to

the ability of the US to use Britain as a

launch pad for its missiles in Europe.”

The notion that Scottish independence

would be a blow against British imperial-

ism begs the question, why in the world

would the Scottish "NATO nationalists”

lead an "anti-imperialist” struggle? The

only evidence McKechnie cites is the

SNP’s commitment to getting rid of Tri-

dent nuclear submarines—a commitment

the SWP takes as good coin. Since coun-

terrevolution in the Soviet Union in 1991-

92. Scotland’s nuclear submarine and

Trident missile base at Faslane no longer

occupy the same strategic importance for

NATO as its bases did during the anti-

Soviet Cold War. In this post-Soviet con-

text the SNP felt emboldened to loosen

Scotland’s ties with England.

In the days of the Empire, the Scots

played a very valuable role as junior part-

ners to the English rulers. The 1707 treaty

allowed Scottish companies access to

England’s colonial and domestic markets;

Scots were represented in the East India

Company out of proportion to their num-

bers in the population and, in the Carib-

bean, as historian Tom Devine noted:

“The sugar, tobacco and cotton produced

by these slave-based economies were

absolutely central components in Scot-

tish overseas commerce for most of the

eighteenth century” ("Did Slavery Make
Scotia Great?". 2011). Scottish regiments

played a major part in the British subjuga-

tion of India and other overseas territory

which "was acquired and defended in the

final analysis by the musket and the cold

steel of sword and bayonet” (Tom Devine.

Scotland’s Empire, 2003). The Scots also

made significant contributions to Britain’s

industrial revolution, including in the sci-

ences and engineering. However, with the

decline of British imperialism the English

ruling class no longer needs Scotland.

In the period following World War II.

when Britain was faced with a dramatic

shrinkage of its role in the world economy,

the Labour government elected in 1945

undertook extensive nationalisations of

industry to help British capitalism com-

pete in the world market. The ruling class

also conceded welfare reforms such as the

National Health Service as a sop to the

working class. These reforms consolidated

support for (old) Labour among the work-

ing class throughout Britain and enabled

it to become the dominant party in Scot-

land (and in Wales). Thus, in the post-war

period. Labour became part of the glue

that held the "United Kingdom” together.

The strains on the Union increased

significantly with the attacks on welfare

provision and privatisations of the era of

Margaret Thatcher in the 1980s. Particu-

larly during this period, the British cap-

italist rulers strengthened finance capital

at the expense of manufacturing. The

defeat of the Britain-wide miners union

in the 1984-85 strike paved the way for

the atomisation of the working class.

A key point in the alienation of the

Scots was the Thatcher government’s

imposition in 1989 of the hated Poll Tax

in Scotland a year before the rest of the

country. Throughout the 1980s and early

1990s. the Scots overwhelmingly voted

Labour in elections, only to be faced with

Tory governments in Westminster. By the

lime Labour finally did get elected in 1997,

under Tony Blair, the party was indistin-

guishable from the Tories on key ques-

tions such as hostility to the trade unions

and support for banking and finance. In

that sense the advent of New Labour was

pivotal in driving the working class in

Scotland to support the nationalists.

Since the Spartacist League/Britain

was founded in 1978 we have consistently

upheld the right of self-determination for

Scotland. We recognise that the right of

self-determination also implies the right

not to separate, an option we have argued

for in the past. We wrote: "we are for the

right of self-determination, but call on

the Scottish people to exercise that right

by choosing to stay in the same state as

the other peoples of Britain" {Spartacist

Britain No. 1, April 1978). The Scottish

(and Welsh) sections of the proletar-

iat have often played a vanguard role in

Britain-wide class struggle. Marxists do

not have a positive programme on the

national question. How we apply the right

to self-determination depends on how

best to further the class struggle.

Scottish nationalism was and is condi-

tioned not by opposition to British imperi-

alism, but by its decline. The SNP became

a factor on the political scene in the 1970s

with the slogan, "it’s Scotland’s oil.” When
North Sea oil came on stream, the Brit-

ish capitalist rulers looked upon it as the

solution to the country’s economic woes.

The Thatcher regime promoted North Sea

oil and gas as the country's main source

of energy while gutting the coal industry,

largely as a political move to destroy the

militant miners union. But even at its most

productive, when revenues poured into the

City of London, North Sea oil did not fun-

damentally improve British capitalism’s

position relative to that of its rivals. North

Sea oil has now passed its peak. With the

cost of exploration and extraction growing,

oil companies are shifting their invest-

ments to more lucrative areas of the world.

Faced with a further decline in oil prof-

its, the British ruling class increasingly

views Scotland as a net economic drain. By

contrast, Catalonia, which is demanding a

referendum on independence from Spain,

is the most economically advanced part

of that country. Sentiment to cut the ties

with Scotland is quite widespread among

the English population too. Nowadays,

chauvinist ranting about the cost of sub-

sidising Scotland is no longer confined to

the right-wing press. As Scottish journal-

ist Iain Maewhirter recently noted, “you

would think the liberal Guardian would

be an exception.” but its readers share the

assumption “that Scotland has been living

off English taxpayers money and finally

been found out” (heraldscotland.com. 14

August).

The devastation of manufacturing

jobs in Scotland, as elsewhere in Britain,

is the result of decades of treachery by

Labour, old and new. and class collabo-

ration. Today, ail that the SSP and their

ilk have to offer working people is the

“bright future” promised by the SNP in

an independent capitalist Scotland. One
doesn’t have to be a revolutionary Marxist

to see through some of the SNP’s rhetoric;

when a BBC interviewer recently asked

two people from the Shetland Isles—one

of whom was a yes voter and the other

a no voter—whether the oil belongs to

Britain. Scotland or the Shetlands, both

retorted: it belongs to the oil companies!

A capitalist Scotland does not have a

bright future. In any event, the fundamen-

tal task will remain: building a leadership

that is committed to proletarian socialist

revolution, centrally in England, and to

the overthrow of the entire system of

Westminster parliamentary rule. The pro-

gramme of the Spartacist League/Britain

is to win the workers to the perspective

of building a party capable of leading the

struggle to bring down capitalist rule and

the establishment of a federation of work-

ers republics in the British Isles.
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Down With the Monarchy and the United Kingdom!

For a Federation of Workers Republics in the British Isles!

Behind Scotland’s No Vote on Independence
LONDON—In a hotly contested referen-

dum on 18 September, voters in Scotland

rejected independence by 55 per cent to 45.

In the run-up to the vote, the British gov-

ernment in Westminster was alarmed by a

poll .showing a majority for independence.

What is credited with persuading Scots to

remain in the "United Kingdom" were the

intervention by Scottish Member of Par-

liament (MP) Gordon Brown, the Labour

Party former prime minister who stressed

the economic risks that independence

would bring, and the unqualified offer of

more powers to the Scottish parliament.

Despite the result, the kingdom is

increasingly disunited, as indeed are the

parties on the winning side. The vole

saved the political career of Conserva-

tive prime minister David Cameron, but

he faces a revolt by the right wing of his

own party, which blames him for the fact

that the Scottish nationalists came close

to overturning the 307-year-old Union of

England and Scotland. In part to appease

this wing, which opposes any conces-

sions to Scotland, the morning after the

vote, Cameron declared that the prom-

ised changes in the Scottish parliament

will be linked to restricting Scottish MPs
in Westminster from voting on “English

questions.” Even by the standards of West-

minster's disdain for Scotland, Cameron's

backsliding was breathtaking.

In unleashing a torrent of English chau-

vinism, Cameron is also playing to the

ultra-chauvinist UK Independence Party,

which is pushing for a British exit from

the European Union (EU). Cameron has

promised a referendum on EU member-
ship if the Conservatives win next year’s

general election.

The British rulers increasingly view

Scotland as simply a net cost to the treas-

ury. At the same time, sections of finance

and banking capital in the City of London,

which dominates British capitalism, feared

the fallout of a vote for independence. The
largest net exporter of financial services,

insurance and pensions in the world. Brit-

ain gets a third of its $67 billion financial

trade surplus from business within the

EU. a trade bloc lorded over by the lop

European powers. The City financiers

are thus worried about the possibility of

Britain exiting the EU. (Some U.S.-based

investment banks are considering moving
their European headquarters to Ireland in

case Britain does leave.) Concerned that

Scottish independence would increase this

likelihood, sectors of the City urged Scot-

land to remain in the UK.
Cameron's proposal for "English votes

for English laws" in Westminster was also

a missile launched at the Labour Party.

With more Scottish MPs than any other

party. Labour could find itself unable to

gel its legislation passed in the House of

Commons. Labour’s base in Scotland is

so angry over the party’s trampling on
the interests of working people that many
rust-belt areas that were once rock-solid

Labour territory—including Glasgow.
Scotland’s largest city, as well as Dundee.
North Lanarkshire and West Dunbarton-

shire—voted for independence even while

many people despise the Scottish nation-

alists. One trade-union leader quipped

that the referendum was a “near-death

experience" not just for the United King-

dom but for the Labour Party as well.

Millions of people—not only in Scot-

land, but also in Wales and the former

industrial areas of northern England

—

would have been delighted to see Scot-

land vote for independence, simply to

inflict a resounding defeat on the despised

Cameron and also on Westminster. Many
people who voted for independence

viewed their vote as a rejection of gov-

ernment attacks on health care, education

and welfare. Among 16- and 17-year-olds,

who typically see no difference between

Labour and the Tories, sentiment was
strongly for independence. On the other

hand, many working-class people, under-

standably fearing economic insecurity

and mistrusting the nationalists, stuck

with "the devil you know" and voted no.

Scottish nationalist leader Alex Salmond

is a populist who is equally at home talking

up his support for the National Health Ser-

vice as he is in talks with bankers and in

his (frequent) meetings with the "Dirty

Digger,” newspaper baron Rupert Mur-

doch. Salmond’s version of independence is

meagre, based on forming a defence force

out of the Scottish regiments in the British

army, while remaining subordinate to the

British crown and keeping the pound ster-

Reuters

Tory prime minister David Cameron
stoked English chauvinism

immediately following referendum.
Right: Bigots waving Union Jack gave
Nazi-style salute, went on rampage in

Glasgow, September 19.

ling as the currency. The credibility of the

independence campaign was undermined

when the governor of the Bank of England

insisted that in the event of independence,

currency union with England would be

incompatible with Scottish sovereignty.

The Scottish nationalists have bene-

fited from the absence of a leadership of

the working class that is willing to wage

a class-struggle fight against austerity.

Overwhelmingly, the reformist left has

been lulling working people into support

for the bourgeois nationalists, selling the

lie that life would be better in an independ-

ent capitalist Scotland. What is needed is

to forge a new working-class leadership

based on the perspective of socialist rev-

olution to overthrow capitalist rule.

The article reprinted below, dated 1

3

September, originally appeared in Workers

Hammer No. 228 (Autumn 2014), news-

paper of the Spartacist League/Britain,

under the title. “Down With English Chau-

vinism! No Illusions in Scottish National-

ism! For Workers Republics." Upholding

the right of Scotland to self-determination,

the SL/B did not advocate either a yes or

a no vote on independence. With 85 per

cent of the electorate casting a vote, the

referendum truly was an exercise in self-

determination. The outcome confirms the

point that self-determination also implies

the right not to separate, as the Scots have

chosen, at least for now. Under working-

class rule, resolution of the various

national questions in Britain and Ireland

would be relatively easily achieved. Our

programme is for a federation of workers

republics in the British Isles.

*

As the 18 September Scottish refer-

endum approaches, polls indicate that a

majority might vole yes. A vote for inde-

pendence is the last thing Prime Minister

David Cameron expected when he agreed

to the referendum two years ago. For sev-

eral years, around a third of the popula-

tion of Scotland supported independence.

But the attitude of the English bourgeoisie

towards Scotland, which lies somewhere

between contempt and hatred, has driven

more Scottish people towards separation.

The more the London government issues

dire warnings against Scottish independ-

ence. the more the polls swing towards

a yes vote. By now Cameron can barely

show his face in Scotland for fear of driv-

ing even more people into the independ-

ence camp.

The Tories had precious little support

in Scotland to begin with—the party

famously has fewer Scottish Members of

Parliament than there are giant pandas in

Edinburgh Zoo—that is, one Tory MP
to two pandas. Much more significant in

terms of the outcome of the referendum

is the Labour Party’s refusal to offer any

meaningful opposition to Tory attacks

on welfare and to the privatisation of the

National Health Service. Obviously, the

Tories can’t win Scotland, but they might
help lose it for Labour, the party with the

largest number of Scottish MPs in West-

minster. Labour’s accommodation to Tory
austerity may well be the deciding factor

in the outcome of the referendum.

The pro-UK "Better Together" cam-
paign is a hapless coalition of Tories.

Liberal Democrats and Labour. Its chief

spokesman. Labour’s Alistair Darling,

was Chancellor of the Exchequer during
the 2008 banking crisis. Darling negoti-

ated a bailout for Britain’s colossal bank-

ing sector, for which Britain’s working
people have been forced to pay ever since.

coniinued on page 10
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Hong Kong Protests:

Spearhead for Capitalist

Counterrevolution

Hongkong2020
Student protesters in Hong Kong, October 3. Above: Martin Lee and Anson
Chan, pro-imperialist bourgeois democrats and leaders of Occupy Central,
one of the main groups behind the protests, meeting with Joe Biden in White
House on April 4.

OCTOBER 13—Imperialist-backed "de-

mocracy" activists seeking to end Chinese

Communist Party (CCP) control over the

capitalist enclave of Hong Kong continue

to block streets in parts of the city, as

they have since late September. Using the

demand for universal suffrage as a wedge,
the protesters, known as the Umbrella
Movement, are attempting to open the way
for Hong Kong s capitalist parties to exer-

cise direct political power. It is in the inter-

est of working people around the world

to oppose these protests. Political power
in the hands of the bourgeoisie in Hong
Kong would be a spearhead for smashing
the Chinese bureaucratically deformed
workers state and opening the mainland
to untrammeled capitalist exploitation.

The Umbrella Movement’s demands
have been endorsed by a chorus of reac-

tionary forces, from the White House and
Fox News to the Vatican. In an October
I meeting with Chinese foreign minister

Wang Yi. U.S. secretary of state John
Kerry pressed home Washington’s sup-

port for "free elections" in Hong Kong.
Hong Kong’s former British colonial mas-
ters. who lorded it over the territory for

a century and a half without the slightest

democratic trappings, have also expressed

support, with Deputy Prime Minister Nick
Clegg summoning the Chinese ambas-
sador to express "dismay and alarm" at

Beijing’s refusal to "give to the people of
Hong Kong what they are perfectly enti-

tled to expect." "Democracy" has long
been a favored pretext for imperialist

machinations, particularly during the anti-

Soviet Cold War. In the case of the Hong
Kong protests, however, the imperialists

have been somewhat coy in order to avoid

disrupting their commercial relations with

China.

China is not a capitalist country, al-

though its "market reforms" have opened
the door to large-scale investment by for-

25274 81030 7
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Expropriate the

Hong Kong Bourgeoisie!

For Proietarian Politicai

Revoiution in China!

eign corporations and led to the emergence
of a layer of capitalists on the mainland,

China’s economy is tightly controlled by
the CCP regime, with the most important

sectors of industry collectivized and owned
by the state. The imperialists’ aim is to

break the state’s control through capitalist

counterrevolution. To this end, they pursue
economic inroads into China and promote
internal counterrevolutionary forces such

as the Umbrella Movement. The other side

of their strategy is the military pressure

exerted by the U.S. and Japan and other

American allies, as marked recently by a

series of provocations in the East and South
China Seas, not to mention spy flights off

China's eastern seaboard. China has been
quite restrained in response. Imagine the

frenzy the U.S. government would whip
up if the Chinese navy were spotted 50
miles west of California!

Capitalist Hong Kong provides a golden
opportunity for the imperialist powers
to cultivate “regime change." They have
been doing so with alacrity, with Wash-
ington paying hundreds of thousands
of dollars a year in Stale Department
grants to develop “democratic institu-

tions" in the enclave and training youth
as political activists. They have also set

up spy operations in Hong Kong, such
as the NSA hacking of Chinese cell-

phones revealed by Edward Snowden.
The Umbrella Movement is the latest

manifestation of imperialist-backed anti-

communist "democracy” protests going

back over a decade. The current demand
for "free elections" is directed against a

plan by Beijing under which Hong Kong’s

chief executive will be elected from a list

approved by a committee under the sway
of the CCP.

In 1997, when Hong Kong reverted to

China from British rule, the CCP pledged

to maintain a capitalist economy in Hong
Kong under the rubric of "one country,

two systems." which also allowed the local

capitalists a voice in the selection of the

government. For the Stalinist bureaucrats

in Beijing, this arrangement served to pro-

mote foreign investment on the mainland
by reassuring overseas capitalists that it

was safe to do business with China. At

the time of the handover, the International

Communist League "joined in cheer-

ing as the rotted British Empire finally

lost its last major colonial holding” but

warned that the continuation of capital-

ism in Hong Kong “is a dagger aimed at

the remaining gains of the 1949 Chinese

Revolution” (WV No. 671, 11 July 1997).

Unlike the atomized capitalists on the

mainland, the Hong Kong bourgeoisie is

politically organized, with parties repre-

senting its class interests and a variety of

newspapers and other media.

The ICL’s opposition to the Umbrella
Movement flows from our unconditional

military defense of the Chinese workers

state against imperialism and internal

counterrevolution. We call for the expro-

priation of the Hong Kong bourgeoisie,

including its holdings on the mainland.

Likewise, it is necessary to expropriate the

new domestic capitalist entrepreneurs in

China and renegotiate the terms of foreign

investment in the interests of the working

people. But to carry out these tasks poses

the need for workers political revolution

to oust the venal Beijing bureaucracy

that acts as a cancer on the workers state

and through its policies has emboldened
capitalist-restorationist forces in China.

The Beijing Stalinists have long pro-

moted reunification with Taiwan under the

"one country, two systems" formula that

was applied to Hong Kong. The bourgeoi-

sie in Taiwan, operating under the direct

military protection of American imperial-

ism, has ruled over the island since flee-

ing Mao Zedong’s CCP forces. However
unlikely, reunification with a capitalist

Taiwan would greatly bolster the forces

of capitalist restoration on the mainland,

much more so than in the case of Hong
Kong. We stand for revolutionary reunh
fication: proletarian political revoiution in

continued on page 10

Pay College Athletes! For Unionization!

College Sports Plantation
See page 6



Ireland: Anti-Abortion Hell for Women
The following article is reprintedfrom

Workers Hammer No. 228 (Autumn 2014).

newspaper of our comrades of the Spart-

acist League/Briiain.

DUBLIN—It*s been nearly iwo years

since the horrific and utterly preventable

death of Savita Halappanavar in a Gal-

way hospital due to medical authorities'

refusal to terminate her pregnancy. Pro-

tests rocked Ireland when it was revealed

that Savita. admitted to hospital suffering

a miscarriage, was denied an abortion

that would have saved her life because,

as her husband was told, “this is a Cath-

olic country." Last year, in the wake of

the protests, the Fine Gael/Labour gov-

ernment brought in new legislation—the

"Protection of Life During Pregnancy

Act"—to deal with the abortion crisis.

Now the barbarity of the Irish clerical-

ist state towards women has been laid

bare, again: a young immigrant woman,
pregnant as a result of rape, is denied an

abortion, rendered suicidal and forced to

undergo delivery of a baby by caesarean

section.

In an interview with Kitty Holland

published in the Irish Times (23 August),

the young woman told her harrowing

story. Shortly after arriving in Ireland

last March she found out that she was
eight weeks pregnant as a result of the

rape she had suffered before fleeing her

country. She asked for an abortion at that

time, which would necessitate travelling

to Britain. For non-EU immigrants, travel

to Britain for an abortion involves huge

obstacles, including a lengthy visa appli-

cation process and extortionate costs. The
woman explained that with weeks pass-

ing she became very distraught; however

only when she became suicidal, around

the 15th week of pregnancy, did she qual-

ify for assessment by the state for a “ter-

mination of pregnancy." This assessment,

mandated by the new law, amounts to an

inquisition by two psychiatrists and an

obstetrician who determine if the woman
is "genuinely" suicidal, and then decide

the options. In this case, the assessment

didn't take place until around week 25

of the woman's pregnancy and she was
informed that, suicidal or not. she was too

far along in the pregnancy to permit. an

abortion.

Over the course of the next three

weeks, the woman twice went on hun-

ger strike. She ended her first hunger

strike when told that she could have an

abortion, only afterwards to be told that

she would be forced to have the baby.

Twenty-six weeks into the pregnancy, the

baby was delivered by caesarean section.

In the wake of Savita Halappanavar’s

death, liberals and leftists demanded that

the government finally “Legislate for X."

referring to the Supreme Court ruling

of 1992, which overturned the ban on a

young suicidal rape victim travelling to

Britain to seek an abortion. That ruling,

made in response to huge social protests,

ordered the government to make limited

provisions for abortion where the life of

the woman was at risk, including through

suicide. For the next 22 years each Irish

government refused to touch the question

The End of Bourgeois Economics

Prior to World War /, Posa Luxemburg—
then prominent in the German Social Democ-
racy's revolutionary wing—began preparing

for publication a popular version of her cadre

school lectures on Marxist economics in

order to educate workers as to their historic

task as gravediggers of the capitalist order.

The first chapter of Luxemburg’s unfinished

book appeared in English as a pamphlet,

issued by the American Trotskyists' Pioneer
Publishers in 1954 and subsequently reprinted in London and Colombo, in then-Ceylon.

As Marx demonstrated, the inherent tendencies of capitalist development, at a certain

point of their maturity, necessitate the transition to a planful mode of production con-
sciously organized by the entire working force of society—in order that all of society

and human civilization might not perish in the convulsions of uncontrolled anarchy. And
this fateful hour is hastened by capital, at an ever-increasing rate, by mobilizing its future

gravediggers, the proletarians, in ever greater numbers, by extending its domination to

all countries of the globe, by establishing a chaotic world economy, and by laying the
foundation for the solidarity of the proletariat of all countries into one revolutionary

world power which shall sweep aside the class rule of capital....

The Marxian doctrine is a child of bourgeois economics, but its birth cost the mother’s
life. In Marxist theory, economics found its perfection, but also its end as a science.

What will follow—apart from the elaboration of Marxist theory in details—is only the

metamorphosis of this theory into action, i.e.. the struggle of the international proletar-

iat for the institution of the socialist economic order. The consummation of economics
as a science constitutes a world-historic task: its application in organizing a planful
world economy. The last chapter of economics will be the social revolution of the world
proletariat.

—Rosa Luxemburg. “What is Economics?” reprinted in

Rosa Luxemburg Speaks (Pathfinder Press. 1970)
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of abortion legislation, and for 22 years

reformist groups like the Socialist Work-

ers Party and Socialist Party limited their

calls to the framework of “Legislate for

X." Now they have their legislation. Not

only does it not increase the availability

of abortion, it introduces up to 14 years in

prison for carrying out an abortion.

In contrast to the wretched social

democrats, we Spartacists have consis-

tently called forfree abortion on demand.
i.e., what women living in Ireland need.

We have no illusions this will be easy

to achieve. However the truth is that the

only way to win any meaningful abor-

tion rights (and decent health and child-

care provision) is through mass struggle

against the capitalist state, the church and

the reactionary anti-woman forces behind

it. Only such struggle, based on the work-

ing class, can lead to free access to this

safe medical procedure for women from

all classes in Ireland.

It is not out of naivetd that the social-

democratic Socialist Workers Party and

Socialist Party limit their calls for abor-

tion rights to what might be “possible."

despite defeat after defeat. In thrall to the

capitalist order, reformists seek to corral

mass outrage—such as the eruption in

the wake of the 2012 abortion atrocity

—

into “struggle" neatly bound by what is

acceptable under the rule of the capital-

ist stale and Catholic hierarchy. Hence
their demand to “Legislate for X." Newly
elected Socialist Party TD [member of

lower house of Irish parliament] Ruth
Coppinger issued an 18 August statement

demanding “Abortion must immediately

be made available in cases of rape, incest,

fatal foetal abnormalities and where
there’s a threat to the health of a woman"
(socialistparty.ie). But what about the vast

majority of unwanted pregnancies which

are just that—unwanted?

Coppinger rightly says that the “8lh

Amendment must go.” that is the 1983

amendment to the Irish constitution that

enshrines a ban on abortion. However,

she looks not to mass mobilisations but

to the Labour Party which she calls on to

“ensure there is a referendum to get rid

of the 8th Amendment by the Spring of

next year at the latest." Labour—the very

party that just last year, together with Fine

Gael, legislated for up to 14 years impris-

onment for procuring an abortion—is

now expected to aid in the liberation of

women?
All the reformist and liberal campaigns

for abortion rights refuse to take on the

church, fearing the enormous reaction-

ary backlash the bishops can and do

unleash. From education to healthcare,

in Ireland the Catholic church and the

state are utterly intertwined. While much
of the population is far less beholden to

the church today, especially after the rev-

elations regarding the brutalities of the

church-run "industrial schools." Magda-
lene laundries and the “homes" for single

parents, the church hasn't relinquished its

hold over Irish society. Today, over 90 per

cent of schools are owned and run by the

church, with the state paying the teachers'

salaries.

Similarly, while hospital staff are often

state employees, the “ethos” of many hos-

pitals is still laid down by religious orders.

The notorious Sisters of Mercy and Sis-

ters of Charily still run two of the largest

general hospitals and one of the children’s

hospitals in Dublin. These are the same
orders that carried out the decades-long

physical and mental torture inflicted

on the child inmates of the "industrial

schools.” The chairman of the Board of

Governors of the National Maternity Hos-
pital and the other children’s hospital in

Dublin is none other than the Archbishop
of Dublin. This is not to mention the num-
ber of unidentified lay Catholic organisa-

tions, such as the sinister Opus Dei. that

ensure their members occupy key posi-

tions in health and education.

Birth control and abortion remain
restricted throughout the capitalist world

by the state, by the institution of the fam-
ily and by organised religion, which all

serve to enforce the oppression of women.
The road to emancipation for women will

be opened only with the destruction of

the capitalist system through workers
revolution.

Workers Vanguard
Subscription Drive

wpimfsmmgn
Down With Bomhing of Srha!

U.$. Out of the Near East!

The Ebola Crisis and the

Imperialist Rape of Africa

Imuiijiiii vurmanjm llriM

U.S. Troops Out of liberia!

August 21 to October 15

Local
Quota

(in points)

Week 7
(Oct. 2-8) %

Bay Area 450 392 87%

Chicago 375 380 101%

Los Angeles 275 203.5 74%

New York 725 814 112%

National Total 1,825 1,789.5 98%

— Subscribe Now!—
J $10/22 issues of Workers Vanguard New J Renewal

(includes English-language Spartacist and Black History and the Class Stnjggle)
International rates $25/22 issues—Airmail $10/22 issues—Seamail

J $2/6 introductory issues of Workers Vanguard (includes English-language Spanaast)
^ $2/4 issues of Espartaco (en espanol) (includes Spamsh-ianguage Spartacist)

^ I would like to contribute $ to the production of Workers Vanguard.

Name

Address

Apt. # _
City_ state Zip

Phone
( ) E-mail

Make checks payable/msil to: Spartacist Publishing Co.. Box 1377 GPO. New York, NY 10116

2 WORKERS VANGUARD



Anti-Woman, Anti-Black, Anti-Labor

Supreme Court Gets That

Old-Time Religion

June 30 protests
in Oklahoma
(above) and
Washington,

D.C., on day of

Supreme Court
decision allowing

employers to

exclude contra-

ceptives from
health insurance

coverage on
religious grounds. Birth CoutrolI

Reuters

With the U.S. Supreme Court’s summer
break now over, there is every reason to be

afraid, very afraid. In the closing months

of its last session, women, black people,

workers—^just about anyone outside the

property-owning white male demographic

of the country’s founding fathers—saw

their already severely depleted rights fed

into the judicial woodchipper. In Harris v.

Quinn, the Court found unconstitutional a

public-sector union’s authority to collect

fees from workers it repre.sents. In Town

of Greece v. Galloway, the high priests

of the American injustice system sanc-

tioned the reading of Christian prayers

at the opening of town board meetings

over the opposition of offended residents.

In Schuene v. Coalition to Defend Affir-

mative Action, a Michigan ballot initia-

tive banning the consideration of race

in admissions to public universities was

upheld, driving yet another stake into the

corpse of affirmative action in education.

The celebrations last week that greeted

the Court’s refusal to take up the over-

turn of gay-marriage bans in some slates

should do nothing to assuage the fear. Even

as many same-sex couples were finally

able to wed. the growing acceptance

of this basic democratic right is largely

explained by the conservative nature of

the institution of marriage. Despite its

temporizing, the Court undoubtedly will

revisit the issue in the future. Character-

istically. once the justices went to work,

they upheld restrictions on voting rights

except in one case where the adoption of

those restrictions came too close to elec-

tion day. Chaos at the polls would not do

much for the trappings of democracy.

Among the high court’s most ominous

rulings in its previous term, and the one

drawing the most attention, was the June

30 decision in Burwell v. Hobby Lobby.

Citing the 1993 Religious Freedom Res-

toration Act. the Court held that the reli-

gious beliefs of the Christian fundamen-

talist owners of a "closely held” for-profit

corporation were violated by requiring the

company to pay for health insurance cov-

erage for certain forms of contraception

under the Affordable Care Act (ACA).

Crafted as having narrow applicabil-

ity. Hobby Lobby is a dangerous stepping

stone for wide-ranging judicial incursions

on basic democratic rights. Hobby Lobby

turns the separation of church and stale,

embodied in the First Amendment, on its

head. The company's owners had not been

deprived of the right to their religious prac-

tices. Rather, they used the sword of their

religious beliefs to trample on the rights

of others. Where does it stop: exemptions

from public health measures, such as vac-

cinations; tearing up health and safety

regulations; dumping minimum-wage and

child-labor legislation; banning unions?

The Supreme Court ruling is not a "slip-

pery slope” but another mudslide in the

40-year crusade to shoehorn religion into

all spheres of public life, the purpose of

which is to enforce social conformity and

inculcate respect for established authority.

What rankles the fundamentalists is

not that their religious practices are being

infringed upon but that obstacles remain

in the way of forcing their bigoted prac-

tices on others. Even before the Court's

edict, in February the Kansas House of

Representatives passed a bill that would

have allowed people citing their reli-

gious beliefs to refuse to do business

with same-sex couples. In Idaho. Oregon.

South Dakota. Arizona, Ohio and Okla-

homa, similar bills have been introduced.

Justice Samuel Alito. who has emerged

as the laureate of judicial reaction, prom-

ises that laws prohibiting racial discrim-

ination will not be affected by its ruling.

Perhaps. But citing religious objections

to social measures was part of the legal

scaffold upon which racist opposition to

the 1960s civil rights laws were based,

supplementing the old Confederacy’s call

for "state’s rights” and other constructs.

That such plaints are echoed today is not

accidental.

The Court under Chief Justice John

Roberts has already gutted the 1965 Vot-

ing Rights Act of any meaning. In further

knifing affirmative action, it has repeat-

edly wielded the equal protection clause

of the Fourteenth Amendment to the

Constitution, which was adopted to pro-

tect the rights of black people who had

recently been emancipated from slavery.

A CNN report (10 April) asked. "Has the

Roberts Court Placed Landmark 1964

Civil Rights Law on a Hit List?” Notably

in this regard, the Court has interpreted

legislation adopted to facilitate sexual

discrimination claims in employment

to make it more difficult to prove such

claims.

The Homage Vice Pays to Virtue

Hobby Lobby’s owners. David Green

and family objected to the emergency

contraceptive pills Ella and Plan B (so-

called "morning after" drugs) as well as

intrauterine devices (lUDs), all of which

they falsely define as means of abortion.

Prior to challenging the implementation

of the ACA. though. Hobby Lobby’s

employee medical insurance covered

Plan B and Ella. The company’s 40l(k)

plan continues to invest millions in

funds that own the companies that make
birth control, including Plan B. Yet the

Supreme Court declared that the ACA
mandate to cover emergency contracep-

tive pills and lUDs—products that reap

financial benefits for Hobby Lobby offi-

cers—imposed a "substantial burden” on

the company’s religious liberty.

The religious objection to these contra-

ceptives as abortifacients was based on

the claim that they destroy fertilized eggs

by interfering with implantation in the

uterus. This is demonstrably false. These

birth-control measures prevent pregnancy

by delaying ovulation. Even abortion

opponent Dennis Miller, director of the

bioethics center at the Christian Cedar-

ville University, conceded that emergency

contraceptive drugs do not cause abortion.

But this meant nothing to the Supreme

Court majority.

In a deception appropriate to the high-

est body of the legal profession, the Court

promised that the Hobby Lobby decision

would be applied narrowly. Alito assured

those concerned that only the four spe-

cific contraceptive measures objected to

by Hobby Lobby’s owners were impli-

cated. But the following day, the Court

clarified that the ruling extends to all 20

forms of contraception covered by the

ACA. The Court also sought to massage

its foreseeable critics by declaring that

this covered only “closely held” corpo-

rations. i.e.. those where a few individu-

als. often family, own most of the stock.

Hobby Lobby is not some mom-and-pop

operation, as implied by the Court, but a

multibillion-dollar chain of craft stores,

with thousands of employees. "Closely

held” describes nearly 90 percent of the

corporations in the U.S.. which are now

deemed to embody the religious beliefs

of their owners.

Anticipating skepticism and even out-

rage among the public over ascribing

human attributes to corporations. Alito

opined. "A corporation is simply a form

of organization used by human beings

to achieve desired ends.... When rights,

whether constitutional or statutory, are

extended to corporations, the purpose is

to protect the rights of these people.” So

now fetuses have rights, corporations have

rights—how about black people and home

health care workers? Erwin Chemerinsky.

dean of the UC Irvine School of Law.

answered Alito in a Los Angeles Times

op-ed piece (30 June): ‘A corporation—

a

fictional entity—is created to protect its

owner from liability. So long as the cor-

poration is run as a separate entity, the

owner is liable only for what he or she

invests in it.” He added. "But a fictional

entity cannot have a religious conscience

or religious beliefs.” Except, of course,

the worship of profit, capitalism’s ecu-

menical religion.

Anti-Abortionism: Love Child of

Religious and Racist Reaction

For over 30 years, the Christian fun-

damentalist right has spearheaded the

backlash against the limited gains won

by women and black people in the 1960s

and early ’70s. At the heart of this cru-

sade has been the war on women’s right

to abortion, an effort that also includes

attacks on access to contraception. The

anti-woman bigots view abortion as a

threat to the patriarchal family, which

along with religion is a key prop of cap-

italist class rule, helping to regiment the

population and instill social conserva-

tism (see "For Free Abortion Available to

All!”, WVNo. 1052. 19 September).

Religion emerged as an organized

political force in the late 1970s. with

continued on page 9
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The Poverty of Bourgeois Economics

Thomas Piketty’s Capital In

the Twenty-First Century
By Gerrit Bogle and
Joseph Seymour A Marxist Review
Part Two

Part One of this article appeared in

WV No. W53 (3 October).

Interviewed by The New Repi4blic (5

May). Pikelty declared that he had “never

managed really to read" Karl Marx’s

Capital. Thai has not slopped him from

devoting a chunk of his book Capital in

the Twenty-First Century to attempting to

prove that Marx was wrong. In a subsec-

tion titled “Back to Marx and the Falling

Rate of Profit." Pikelty purports to criticize

a core understanding of Marxist econom-

ics. He in fact jousts with a straw man.

One of Marx’s key insights was the

inherent tendency for the rate of profit,

the driving force of the capitalist system,

to decline over time. Capitalists invest

in expanding productive capacity on the

assumption that they will be able to sell

the goods produced at a particular rate of

profit. However, as Marx showed, during

periods of expansion, capitalists over

lime find themselves unable to garner

the expected profit, so they cut back their

investments. The result is an economic

downturn and a catastrophic shutdown of

factories, with the mass firing of workers.

The explanation of this tendency flowed

from Marx's understanding that surplus

value, the unpaid portion of workers' labor.

Is the source of profit. Marx focused on the

capital (i.e.. means of production) invested

per worker, which he termed the organic

composition of capital. He observed that,

especially in periods of economic boom
when workers can often demand higher

wages, individual capitalists increase the

amount of capital per worker in order to

cut costs and gain a competitive advan-

tage. As all capitalists follow suit, the total

amount of surplus value that is generated

per capital invested—that is. the average

profit rate—declines.

Pikelty seeks to refute Marx’s analy-

sis of this fundamental contradiction of

the capitalist mode of production: “The

implicit hypothesis was that growth of

production, and especially of manufac-

turing output, was explained mainly by

the accumulation of industrial capital.

In other words, output increased solely

because every worker was backed by

more machinery and equipment and not

because productivity as such (for a given

quantity of labor and capital) increased."

Pikelty is imputing to Marx an absurd-

ity. How is it possible for productivity to

increase with a given stock of capital goods

(leaving aside speedup)? An increase in

labor productivity almost always requires

replacing or augmenting existing machin-

ery with new equipment embodying more

advanced technology. Such new equip-

ment. because it enables the capitalist to

extract a greater amount of surplus value

per worker, will necessarily have a higher

market value than older equipment. In

short, increased labor productivity is nec-

essarily associated with more capital per

worker.

Marx, writing in the period of the

industrial revolution, knew well that cap-

italism increased not only the quantity of

industrial capital, but also its productivity.
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As he wrote in The Communist Manifesto,

“The bourgeoisie cannot exist without

constantly revolutionising the instruments

of production, and thereby the relations of

production, and with them the whole rela-

tions of society."

Piketty takes Marx to task for not sub-

jecting his theory on the falling rate of

Paris, March
2007: Thomas
Piketty (second
from left) with

French Socialist

Party presiden-
tial candidate
S^golene Royal,
whom he served
as economic
adviser.

profit to empirical investigation. Such an

investigation was made in 1963 by Shane

Mage, a founding leader of the Spartacist

tendency, who is today no longer an active

political figure. As part of his doctoral

dissertation, Mage calculated the aver-

age rate of profit for the U.S. economy
from 1900 to 1960 (archive.org/details/

MagesDissertalion). He did so in two dif-

ferent ways: one using units of labor time

appropriate to Marxist theory, the other

using current dollar values corresponding

to the accounting procedures and decision-

making criteria of capitalist managers.

Mage summarized the results as follows:

“This study has made it dear that the

U.S. rale of profit as defined by Marx,
whether calculated on a labor-unit or

currem-dollar basis, has fallen drastically

over the past sixty years. The organic

composition of capital has simultaneously

increased, though not in as pronounced a

way. The facts of the modern U.S. econ-

omy thus tend to confirm, at least in gen-

eral outline, the ’law' that Marx regarded

as basic to his general theory of capitalist

development."

Mage also found that especially in the

period of rapid capital accumulation

between 1946 and I960 “technological

progress has been extremely capital-

intensive." Over this period, he computed

that the organic composition of capital had

Increased by 45 percent.

Piketty distorts Marxist theory in other

ways, including by attributing to the con-

cept of the tendency of the rate of profit

to fall a prediction of the inevitable down-

fall of capitalism. Such historical deter-

minism is utterly foreign to Marxism. As
the revolutionary leader Leon Trotsky

wrote in "Once Again, Whither France?”

(March 1935):

"There is no crisis that can be. by itself,

fatal to capitalism. The oscillations of

the business cycle only create a situation

in which it will be easier, or more diffi-

cult. for the proletariat to overthrow cap-

italism. The transition from a bourgeois

society to a socialist society presupposes

the activity of living people who are the

makers of their own history."

Marx and Engels explained that the only

way to end the boom-bust cycles inherent

to capitalism is for the working class to

take control of the means of production

through socialist revolution and institute

a planned, collectivized economy.

Crisis-Ridden Production
for Profit

Pikelty ’s bogus conception of Marx has

him describing capitalism as a constraint

on profit. Marx’s actual criticism is that

the capitalist profit system is a constraint

on production, and hence to fulfilling the

needs of the mass of the population. The
vast majority of the means the capitalists

have at their disposal to increase profit

(e.g., slashing wages, intensifying speedup,

plundering neocolonial countries) have

nothing to do with increasing the stock of

goods available to the mass of the world’s

population. Furthermore, many of the ave-

nues into which the search for profit com-
pels capitalism amount to an enormous
destruction of productive capacity.

As Marx explained in Volume III of

Capital: "The expansion or contraction

of production are determined by... profit

and the proportion of this profit to the

employed capital, thus by a definite rale

of profit, rather than the relation of pro-

duction to social requirements, i.e., to

Reuters
GM’s long-abandoned Fisher Body plant in Detroit. Former Motor City was
left to rot by capitalists after profit rates fell too low.
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the requirements of socially developed
human beings. It is for this reason that

the capitalist mode of production meets
with barriers at a certain expanded stage

of production."

But Pikeity needn't have read Capital
to know better. Again, the idea is stated

with great eloquence in the first chapter of

The Comnn4nist Manifesto^ written twenty
years earlier;

"Modern bourgeois society with its rela-

tions of production, of exchange and of
properly, a society that has conjured up
such gigantic means of production and
of exchange, is like the sorcerer, who is

no longer able to control the powers of
the nether world whom he has called up
by his spells. For many a decade past the
history of industry and commerce is but
the history of the revolt of modern pro-
ductive forces against modern conditions
of production, against the properly rela-

tions that are the conditions for the exis-

tence of the bourgeoisie and of its rule.

It is enough to mention the commercial
crises that by their periodical return put

on its trial, each time more threaten-

ingly. the existence of the entire bour-
geois society. In these crises a great part

not only of the existing products, but
also of the previously created produc-
tive forces, are periodically destroyed. In

these crises there breaks out an epidemic
that, in all earlier epochs, would have
seemed an absurdity—the epidemic of
over-production. Society suddenly finds

itself put back into a state of momentary
barbarism; it appears as if a famine, a

universal war of devastation had cut off

the supply of every means of subsis-

tence; industry and commerce seem to

be destroyed; and why? Because there is

too much civilisation, too much means of

subsistence, loo much industry, too much
commerce.... The conditions of bourgeois
society are loo narrow to comprise the

wealth created by them. And how does
the bourgeoisie get over these crises? On
the one hand by enforced destruction of
a mass of productive forces; on the other.

by the conquest of new markets, and by
the more thorough exploitation of the old

ones. That is to say. by paving the way
for more extensive and more destructive

crises, and by diminishing the means
whereby crises are prevented.'’

The crises that Marx described in his

day are in substance no different from

the recent "Great Recession.” When the

finance bubble popped in 2007, vast quan-

tities of capital that could no longer be

invested at a sufficient rate of profit were

withdrawn from circulation and directed

into savings or commodity speculation

(see the 2009 Spartacist pamphlet Karl

Marx Right: Capitalist Anarchy and
the Immiseraiion ofthe Working Class). In

such crises, the least productive firms are

shuttered and their workers thrown on the

street. Capital is scrapped or re-purposed,

and the overall stock of constant capi-

tal (the industrial plant, machinery, raw

goods, etc.) temporarily contracts. Work-

ing people are made to sacrifice to get the

economy back off the ground. Recovery

means union-busting and deep wage and

benefit cuts for workers and renewed prof-

its for the capitalists.

To Marx’s description in the Mani-

festo, we can add another way in which

the capitalists offset the falling rate of

profit, which has come to the fore in the

epoch of imperialism that began in the

late 19th century. In his study Imperial-

ism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism, V. I.

Lenin, leader of the October 1917 Rus-

sian Revolution, described how imperi-

alism. i.e.. modern, decaying capiialLsm,

is “a world system of colonial oppression

and of the financial strangulation of the

overwhelming majority of the population

of the world by a handful of ’advanced’

countries." Lenin emphasized that the

monopolization of production and the

dominant role of finance capital impel the

imperialist powers to search for markets,

raw materials, sources of cheap labor and

spheres of exploitation in more backward

countries.

The carving up of the world is not

accomplished by purely diplomatic and

economic means. Military force is the

ultimate arbiter. At times, military adven-

tures are launched to further this looting.

At other times, competition between

imperialist rivals has ignited world war.

On top of the tremendous human toll, such

wars usher in the destruction of the wealth

of mankind on a massive scale. Imperial-

ist aggression and war are thus ingrained

within the framework of capitalism—the

entire system must be overturned.

example. Pikeity argues that no major

capitalist country has had a rale of growth

in per-capita output higher than 1.5 per-

cent over a long span of time. He then

treats this number, derived purely from
past averages, as a law of nature as abso-

lute as the speed of light.

Piketty does not even speak of a rate

of profit, but rather a misdefined “rate

of return on capital”; the net income of a

nation relative to its total wealth, He has

produced a chart that purports to trace this

rate of return on capital for the past 2.000

years and show that it hovers between 4

and 5 percent. Why this rate? He cannot

Accounting and Ideology

The mathematician Richard Hamming
was fond of recounting a parable from

physicist Arthur Eddington: "Some men
went fishing in the sea with a net, and

upon examining what they caught they

concluded that there was a minimum size

to the fish in the sea.” Piketty’s net is

the method of bourgeois accounting, and

casting it out into the great sea of social

relations, he has concluded only that cer-

tain accounting identities make the books

balance.

The world that Piketty describes,

despite all the charts he produces and

injunctions he issues, is curiously static.

He calculates his “capilal/income” ratio

across centuries but cannot integrate his

occasional description of changes in that

ratio with events in society. And for him.

past behavior locks in the future. For

Working people
pay for capitalist

crisis: Unable to

pay rent, evicted
Milwaukee
woman with her
belongings, 2010.

U.S. capitalism newly arrived as an imperialist power: American troops pose
over slaughtered Moros (Muslims) in Philippines, 1906.

ings, brought about by economic forces

even as the events themselves reshaped

productive relations.

Likewise, the decreased income in-

equality in the West in the 1950s. noted by

Piketty, had social origins. In the case of

the U.S.. the carnage of World War II had

catapulted it into a hegemonic economic

position. Meanwhile, the non-capitalist

world was undergoing vast expansion

with the creation of the deformed work-

ers states in East Europe. North Korea and

soon after China. In the U.S.. a postwar

strike wave saw millions of workers out of

the factories and on the picket lines. Faced

with the “red peril” of Communism and a

restless proletariat, the U.S. ruling class

initiated an anti-Soviet Cold War drive

and imposed new restrictions on unions,

while granting significant, albeit tempo-

rary, economic concessions to the workers

in order to tamp down struggle. The rise

in income inequality in recent years can-

not be divorced from the capitalist coun-

terrevolutions in the Eastern bloc and the

USSR, which emboldened the imperial-

ists to ratchet up exploitation at home.

Decades-long global trends and glib

formulaic averages are not going to pro-

vide much insight into the functioning of

the capitalist system. Capitalist produc-

tion is a dynamic process consisting of

real people—a tiny few who prosper and

a large number who toil in misery—and

real forces in conflict. It is not a stable

set of social relations but is subject to the

ebb and flow of the class struggle, which

is sometimes out in the open and some-

times less so.

Contrary to Piketty’s view of capitalist

relations across millennia, capitalism is a

historically delimited mode of production.

It emerged under certain circumstances

and came to dominance in a particular

fashion, not as an inevitability but as the

result of the victory of the nascent bour-

geoisie over the landed aristocracy. It is

not the first mode of production in human
history, and if humanity is to survive, it

cannot be the last.

The development of capitalist indus-

try. as Marx and Engels observed in The
Communist Manifesto, “cuts from under

its feel the very foundation on which the

bourgeoisie produces and appropriates

products. What the bourgeoisie, there-

fore. produces, above all. is its own grave-

diggers.” The working class, standing at

the head of the oppressed, must seize the

reins of power and impose its own class

rule—the dictatorship of the proletariat

—

to liberate mankind from the oppression

of capital. A workers government would
reorganize economic relations on the basis

of socialized ownership of the means of

production. Only then will production

begin to satisfy human need.

The task of socialist revolution is

not immediate, and not easy. It requires

consciousness, organization and leader-

ship. We in the International Commu-
nist League (Fourth Internationalist), of

which the Spartacist League is the U.S.

section, seek to build parties around the

world capable of leading the proletariat

in the fight for a future in which inequal-

ity and want are but distant memories.

tell us. This chart is a graphic illustration

of the flaws in Piketiy’s method. Frtim

1700-2010. the data consists of his esti-

mates from Britain and France. For the

rest of human history, he simply invented

a return of 4.5 percent.

What sense does it make to even speak

of a “global rate of return on capital" in

a period when most of the globe was not

aware of most of the rest of the globe,

much less that humans dwelled on an

object shaped like a globe? Or, for that

matter, when much of the globe not only

did not live in market economies, but

barely had a notion of a market if at all?

Never mind. For Piketty, if something

cannot be quantified in an account led-

ger. then it cannot have been important. If

he were not making an argument that the

bourgeoisie wanted to hear, such methods

would be considered crackpot.

Bourgeois economics is in many respects

less a science than a set of beliefs. Models
are invented and debated that do not corre-

spond to the real world, but make up “ide-

alized" market systems. Such models gen-

erally attempt to show that capitalism can

or should generate stable and sustainable

growth (“equilibrium"). Piketty’s laudable

collection of data represents an improve-

ment on this status quo. All sources of

data from his book as well as his calcu-

lations are freely available online. Simi-

larly, the work he has done on the World
Top Incomes Database is freely available

and well documented. However. Piketty’s

improvements in method cannot compen-
sate for his attachment to the principles of

bourgeois economics. Despite his affinity

for data drawn from the real world, he still

does not see this data in terms of the world

beyond the balance sheet.

The past century has seen multiple cri-

ses and depressions that left millions to

starve and two interimperialisl wars in

which one hundred million people were

slaughtered. Innumerable smaller con-

flicts born from colonial avarice have also

destroyed human lives and devastated

entire societies. These crises and con-

flicts were not external to the capitalist

economy, but an integral part of its work-

Soviet power at Petrograd’s Putiiov factory. With Bolshevik-led 1917 October
Revolution, proletariat overturned capitalism, expropriating the bourgeoisie.
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Pay College Athletes! For Unionization I

College

Sports

Plantatidh
Auburn University football team stretches during practice, March 2014.

Roughly $12 billion is generated—tax

free—each year by the National Colle-

giate Athletic Association (NCAA) and its

associated athletic conferences and mem-
ber schools. Far more profit is raked in

on college sports by major corporations,

such as television broadcasters and game
manufacturers. Football and basketball

coaches are paid, on average, between

$2. 5-3.5 million a year. In 40 states, the

highest-paid public employee is such a

coach. Meanwhile, the typical Division I

athlete lives $3,500 to $5,000 below the

poverty line and is prohibited by contract

from receiving a single cent of those bil-

lions generated off their sweat, discipline,

endurance and talent.

College athletics is a concentrated ex-

pression of capitalist greed and exploita-

tion. bolstered by flag-waving religiosity

and underpinned by the ludicrous legal

concoction that defines players as “student-

athletes" and the associated myth of ama-

teurism. The fiction is that wholesome, all-

American students play purely for love of

the game. But for the black students who
make up nearly 60 percent of college play-

ers in men’s basketball and football in the

six major college conferences and at the

same time make up less than 3 percent of

full-time undergraduates overall, reality is

better captured by what many have dubbed

the NCAA system: the “plantation."

Stories abound of athletes starving and

homeless, often having suffered debili-

tating or life-threatening injuries without

medical coverage. Between the racist war
on drugs and the gutting of public edu-

cation. sports are seen as one of the only

escape routes from the hellish conditions

of ghetto life. As The Notorious B l.G.

famously rapped. “Either you’re slingin’

crack rock or you got a wicked jump

Calling the NCAA
a "dictatorship,'’

Northwestern
quarterback
Kain Colter
announces

formation of first

labor union for

college athletes,

January 26.

shot." And a very small, talented few may
make it to school on athletic scholarships.

The students aiming at these scholar-

ships are often “in the pipeline” by the

time they hit high school, spending count-

less hours practicing and preparing for

their shot at a different life. A large per-

centage of these athletes will experience

some form of serious injury. Even most of

the uninjured will be used up and tossed

aside in a matter of years. Ultimately less

than 2 percent of NCAA football and bas-

ketball players ever make it to the pros.

should fight back. Additionally, over a

dozen lawsuits have been launched against

the NCAA and its partners. On August 8,

in an antitrust lawsuit whose lead plain-

tiff was former All-America basketball

star Ed O’Bannon, who led University

of California. Los Angeles (UCLA) to a

championship in 1995, the judge issued an

injunction against the NCAA, allowing

players to receive compensation for the

use of their names, images and likenesses.

This ruling puts a modest dent in the mil-

lions the campuses generate from selling

merchandise emblazoned with players’

names and deals with TV broadcasters

and video-game manufacturers. Another

antitrust suit, led by Jeffrey Kessler, seeks

to do away with compensation caps for

college football and basketball players

altogether. Kessler is the sports attorney

who helped bring free agency into the

National Football League (NFL) in 1992.

Up through the mid 1970s, most profes-

sional athletes were mercilessly exploited

in a somewhat similar fashion to the way
college players are today. Major league

baseball’s reserve clause made players

effectively the property of their teams. In

1969, black All-Star Curt Flood refused

to be traded from the St. Louis Cardinals

and demanded his right to negotiate as a

free agent, writing to the baseball com-
missioner, "I do not. however, consider

myself to be a piece of property to be
sold regardless of my desire.” Known as

"Baseball’s Bolshevik.” Flood was subse-

quently driven from the sport, but players

won the right to free agency in 1975. In

1976. a lawsuit by black basketball legend

Oscar Robertson was settled, paving the

way for free agency in the National Bas-
ketball Association (NBA).

In the face of such a rigged game, sev-

eral players have chosen not to accept the

racist status quo. In March, the Chicago

office of the National Labor Relations

Board (NLRB) ruled that scholarship

football players at Northwestern Univer-

sity are employees and therefore eligible

to form a labor union. While this case may
be lied up in the courts for some time, it

demonstrates a growing consciousness

on the part of players that they can and

UConn basket-
ball player
Ryan Boatright
watches from
sidelines during
arbitrary NCAA
suspension,
January 2012.

The college players’ challenges to the

NCAA have wrung some concessions

thus far. The NCAA has decided to stop

forcing players to sign over the rights to

their names and likenesses. Indiana Uni-

versity has announced an athletes’ bill

of rights that promises free tuition guar-

anteed until a degree has been earned

instead of the typical renewable one-

year scholarships (often performance-

based). Others are considering covering

the full cost of attending college as well

as increased health coverage for play-

ers. This is key—football especially has

been shown to be a lethal game. In 2011.

college football player Derek Sheely suf-

fered a head injury during practice. After

he had begun to bleed profusely from his

head, his coach at Frostburg State told

Sheely to “stop your bitching and moan-
ing and quit acting like a pussy and gel

back out there!” Soon after, Sheely died

from his head injury. From 2004 to 2009.

there were 30,000 concussions sustained

by college athletes. On average. 12 high

school and college football players die

each year as a result of playing their sport.

Three high school players died in a single

week this fall.

We in the Sparlacus Youth Clubs

believe college athletes should be paid

and receive compensation for the images

used by the media. They should have the

right to unionize, strike and collectively

bargain. As for the fiction that universities

are providing free “education” to these

exploited athletes, the following provides

a glimpse: in the 1980s, Jan Kemp, an

English instructor at the University of

Georgia, was fired because she refused

to inflate grades for athletes. Defending
the university from a lawsuit, a lawyer

explained just what they really thought of

"student-athletes": “We may not make a

university student out of him. but if we
can teach him to read and write, maybe
he can work at the post office rather than

as a garbage man when he gels through
with his athletic career.”

We fight for everyone to receive the

benefits of a quality education, up to and
including the university. We are for open
admissions, no tuition and a state-paid

living stipend for all who need it. Cancel
the student debt! As for the elite private

campuses, bastions of race and class priv-

ilege. we call for their nationalization.

While colleges and universities purport

to embody higher ideals, under capital-

ism higher education is run as a business.

The capitalist ruling class maintains elite
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Young Spartacus

5YC at CCNY Rally: Defend the Palestinians!
On September 30. a rally was held at

the City College of New York (CCNY) in

opposition to the Zionist state’s massacre

of Palestinians in Gaza. The Spartacus

Youth Club attended in solidarity with

the besieged Palestinian population as

well as to oppose our “own" rulers—the

U.S. imperialists who arm Israel to the

teeth. Called by the Students for Justice

in Palestine (SJP) and the Maoist Revolu-

tionary Student Coordinating Committee

(RSCC), the rally platform was festooned

with Palestinian flags and the speeches

filled with vicarious nationalism, cap-

tured in a July 10 joint statement issued

by the SJP and RSCC entitled; “From
the River to the Sea, Palestine Will Be
Free!”

As the SYC speaker pointed out, behind

this oh-so-militant-sounding national-

ism are the liberal politics of appealing

to various imperialist powers and their

respective institutions to rein Israel in

—

through boycotts, divestment and sanc-

tions. The SJP-RSCC statement was

quite clear, insisting that the imperialists

“cannot even turn a blind eye to the bla-

tantly genocidal attacks anymore—vari-

ous European governments are calling for

divestment and even the US government

cannot help but warn Israel that it is going

too far.”

The RSCC & Co. call for Zionist

prime minister Netanyahu to be tried

for war crimes. But to whom is this

directed—the even more bloodsoaked

war criminals of the “democratic" impe-

rialist powers? The United Nations

—

which is covering for U.S. imperialism's

bombing of ISIS in Iraq and Syria? In

contrast to both this hapless liberalism

and cheap enthusing from afar over Pal-

estinian nationalism, our speaker raised

the internationalist, proletarian, revolu-

tionary program necessary to smash the

Zionist state as well as to emancipate the

Palestinian people from the deathtrap of

bourgeois nationalism. His remarks are

printed below.

* * *

We are here to denounce the Zionist

bloodbath in Gaza, in which over 2,000

Palestinians have been killed, many of

them children. Gaza lies in ruin. To Zionist

Israel, the attacks on Gaza are just “mowing

the grass,” i.e., standard procedure. Israel is

a garrison stale founded on the mass expul-

sion of Palestinians from their homeland.

We say: Defend the Palestinians!

The SYCs stand for the defense of the

Palestinian people against Zionist state

terror. We oppose all U.S. aid to Israel

and Egypt. We demand the withdrawal of

Israeli troops and settlers from the Occu-

pied Territories and call for the right of

return for Palestinian refugees and their

descendants.

We take a side militarily with Hamas
against the Zionist terror campaign, while

giving not the least political support to

these Islamic reactionaries or to Palestin-

ian nationalism.

Behind the Israeli terror stands the far

more powerful and deadly terror machine

of U.S. imperialism. As we speak, the U.S.

rulers and their allies are raining death

upon Iraq and Syria. We say: Down with

the imperialist onslaught against the ISIS

reactionaries under Obama’s “humanitar-

ian” and “anti-terror” pretexts. Obama is

the Commander-in-Chief of bloody U.S.

imperialism.

The Students for Justice in Palestine

and the Revolutionary Student Coordi-

nating Committee promote the Boycott,

Divestment and Sanctions campaign

[BDS] which aims to pressure the impe-

rialists and private corporations to bring

about change in Israel. In contrast, our

starling point is the need for international

working-class solidarity with the Pales-

tinians. This includes time-limited labor

boycotts, like refusing to handle Israeli

cargo. BDS appeals to the UN to enforce

“international law” and reinforces dan-

gerous illusions in this imperialist den of

thieves and their victims. While we dis-

agree with the liberal politics of BDS, we

oppose all attempts to limit its support-

ers’ freedom to express their views. We
say: Hands offBDS supporters! Reinstate

Professor Salaita!

We fight to bring the class axis to the

fore. National emancipation for the Pal-

estinians requires the proletarian over-

throw of the Israeli capitalist rulers and

also those of Jordan, Lebanon and Syria,

which are home to millions of Palestin-

ians. The Israeli Jewish and Palestinian

Arab populations are interpenetrated

peoples, laying rival claims to the same

territory. Under capitalism, the exercise

of the national rights of one necessarily

comes at the expense of the national rights

of the other. Unlike the RSCC, we oppose

reversing the terms of oppression by dis-

enfranchising the Israeli Jews. Only in a

socialist federation of the Near East can

conflicting claims over land and resources

be equitably resolved.

Israel is a class-divided society, with

workers exploited by the capitalist rul-

ing class. It is only the working class of

Israel that has the capacity and historic

interest to destroy the Zionist state from

within. It is the false consciousness of

Zionist nationalism, religion and racism

that binds the Israeli proletariat to its class

enemy. The fact that Israel is surrounded

by anti-Jewish bigotry in the Arab coun-

tries allows the Israeli rulers to more eas-

ily sell the lie that the Zionist state “pro-

tects” Israeli Jews. What must be done is

to forge revolutionary Marxist parties in

Israel/Palestine and throughout the Near

East, in opposition to all forms of nation-

alism and religious fundamentalism and

committed to the struggle for socialist

revolution on a world scale. Defend the

Palestinians! U.S. get your bloody hands

off the world! m

Young Spartacus

Woman addresses 30 September CCNY protest in defense of Palestinians, at

which SYC also spoke.

schools as preserves for their offspring,

training a new generation of politicians,

judges, academics, scientists, military

brass, managers and technicians. But for

the education of those they exploit and

oppress, they spend only what they can

realize back in profit and what they have

conceded as a result of social struggle.

The rulers add insult to injury by brutally

exploiting those few who find an athletic

scholarship and escape the projects and

prisons.

The Superexploited Athlete

In March, soon before leading the Uni-

versity of Connecticut (UConn) Huskies to

a college basketball championship, point

guard Shabazz Napier said on national

television. “There are hungry nights that

I go to bed and I’m starving.” His expe-

rience is not unique. In the documentary

Schooled: The Price of College Sports,

Arian Foster, who is now a running back

with the NFL’s Houston Texans, summed
up the bitter experience of getting by as a

college football player;

“There was a point when we had no

food, no money, and so I called my
coach. And 1 said, coach, we don't have

no food, man and we don’t have no

money and I’m hungry. Either you give

us some food or like Tm going to go do

something stupid. And he came down, he

brought like 50 tacos for like four or five

of us—which is an NCAA violation! But

then the next day I walk up to the facil-

ity; I see my coach pull up in a brand

new Lexus. Beautiful,"

Schooled features a speech by civil

rights historian Taylor Branch calling for

increased rights for student-athletes. In

response, former Navy Athletics Direc-

tor Jack Lengyel tells him. "The student

does not have consent. You can’t have the

animals running the zoo in a college edu-

cation.” Such grotesque statements reveal

the bigotry and backwardness that mark

much of the upper echelons of sports

—

college and professional—in this country.

Branch’s muckraking book The Car-

tel argues that the NCAA’s maze of

bureaucracy and bylaws is reminiscent of

the logic behind the Dred Scott Supreme

Court decision of 1857, that black peo-

ple “had no rights which the white man
was bound to respect.” College athletes

indeed give up control of nearly every

aspect of their lives. The Northwestern

NLRB ruling recounted the regimented

and grueling daily routine of these foot-

ball players. Training begins in August,

plunging them into a 60-hour workweek

in which entire days are mapped out by

the coaching staff, from 6:30 a.m. train-

ing room sessions to 10:30 p.m. manda-

tory “lights out.” When the school year

starts, this schedule is “merely” 40 to

50 hours per week for the three- to four-

month season—on top of classes.

Kain Colter, the ex-Northwestern quar-

terback who is leading the players’ union-

ization drive, testified to the NLRB that

he was encouraged by his advisers and

coaches to give up his pre-med major

because his football schedule was too

demanding. He eventually fell behind and

had to switch to psychology.

Players also testified to the Orwel-

lian extent of control that their employ-

ers exercise over their personal lives.

They are not allowed to swear in public.

In order to monitor their every waking

minute, players are not allowed to deny

a coach’s friend request on Facebook and

are restricted in what they may post. Play-

ers also must submit detailed information

to the school on the vehicles they drive,

presumably so the university can make
sure no boosters are bumping them above

the poverty line. Scholarship players must

All-star Curt Flood challenged base-
ball’s reserve clause, which bound
players to teams for life. Flood was
subsequently driven out of baseball.

live on campus for their first two years at

school, and upperclassmen who live off

campus must submit their leases to the

coach for approval before signing.

No less than the flag-waving extrav-

aganzas that mark major sport events,

religion also teaches obedience to author-

ity and conservative social values and has

served many coaches well in disciplining

players. At Clemson University, where

the football team is saturated with relig-

iosity, recruits have been told by Coach
Dabo Swinney. "I’m a Christian. If you

have a problem with that, you don't have

to be here.” In 2012, Swinney had player

DeAndre Hopkins baptized on the team’s

50-yard line.

As greater sums of money have poured

into college sports over the years, the

NCAA has sought more and more to crack

down on "scandals” involving players

breaking the NCAA’s amateurism rules.

Some students sold autographs and mem-

orabilia or traded them for minor favors

such as tattoos. Branch describes the case

of A.J. Green, a wide receiver at Georgia

who confessed to selling his jersey to pay

for a spring-break vacation;

"The NCAA sentenced Green to a four-

game suspension for violating his ama-
teur status with the illicit profit gen-

erated by selling the shirt off his own
back. While he served the suspension,

the Georgia Bulldogs store continued

legally selling replicas of Green's No. 8

jersey for $39.95 and up.”

In 1995. UCLA linebacker Donnie

Edwards, who went on to the NFL. said

on the radio that he was having trou-

ble paying his bills and did not know
where his next meal would come from.

An anonymous donor then left some gro-

ceries on his doorstep. The NCAA sus-

pended him for a game for accepting a

gift from a supposed sports agent! These

regulations extend down through the

entire high school-to-college pipeline.

In 2010. after high school football coach

Bill Buldini allowed a homeless athlete to

move in with him. he was suspended, the

school was fined and the next year. Bul-

dini resigned his post. Similarly, in 2011,

UConn basketball player Ryan Boatright

was suspended because a family friend

paid for his mother to accompany him on

a recruiting trip—while he was still in

high school.

The Amateur ‘‘Idear

Sports have always supplied the ruling

class with an ideological lightning rod to

drain off the energies of radicalized and

working-class youth into harmless pur-

suits. Karl Liebknecht, founding leader

of the German Socialist Youth leagues,

noted in 1911 that, at the German Kai-

ser’s initiative, “the tomfoolery of sport

continued on page 8
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Ferguson...
(continuedfrom page 12)

We distributed hundreds of the August

20 Spartacist League leaflet "Ferguson:

The Real Face of Racist Capitalist Amer-

ica” (reprinted in WV No. 1051. 5 Sep-

tember), which notes that in this society, a

cop’s badge is a license to kill black peo-

ple. With government officials seeking to

quell the protests convulsing Ferguson at

the time, the leaflet warned; "The author-

ities want to herd the mass outrage back

into the ballot box. while Democratic

Party politico Al Sharpton chimes in to

scold Ferguson residents for low voter

turnout. There should be no illusions in

the Democrats or the federal government,

which oversees this rotten system that the

cops ‘serve and protect’.”

We spoke with many black youth who
expressed frustration over the inaction of

black Democratic Party politicians and

with a system they see as corrupt from

top to bottom. They view Al Sharpton

and Jesse Jackson as sellouts only out for

the TV cameras and money. Such senti-

ments were captured by hip-hop artist and

Hands Up United organizer Tef Poe, who
noted in a Time (16 September) article:

“This is the moment I asked myself, ‘Why

did I vote for Barack Obama twice?’”

Dissatisfaction with the “system” and

one or another Democrat is not going to

amount to much absent an understanding

of the class divisions within this society.

The Democratic Party, no less than the

Republicans, represents the tiny capitalist

class that profits from a system rooted in

the exploitation of labor and the subjuga-

tion of black people at the bottom. The

very job of black Democrats is to co-opt

or otherwise hold back the struggles of

the black masses. So far as we could tell,

no black elected officials were on the plat-

form at the end of the march. But there

were plenty of preachers as well as young

activists calling for voter registration.

During a mass meeting at St, Louis

University the next day. black youth heck-

led a gaggle of religious leaders and the

president of the NAACP. demanding a

“plan of action” from the speakers who
were offering up love-thy-neighbor and

other liberal pabulum. Playing to the

crowd, headline speaker and radical aca-

demic Cornel West suggested; "The older

generation has been too well adjusted to

injustice to listen to the younger genera-

tion.” West, a onetime Obama supporter,

has had his own falling out with the pres-

ident. His more spirited rhetoric masks

a strategy that at bottom is the same as

the other preachers at the event: looking

to the Democrats to “revive some demo-

cratic spirit and democratic possibility.”

A number of reformist groups, such as

the Revolutionary Communist Party and

Socialist Alternative (SAIt), mobilized

heavily from across the Midwest for the

weekend protests. These groups have

picked up and run with the call to arrest

Darren Wilson. Whatever punishment

might be meted out to this killer cop will

surely be not nearly enough. The fact of

the matter is that the cops are not going

to be held "accountable" for their crimes.

The simple reason is that their purpose,

regardless of who is in office, is to enforce

the rule of the capitalist exploiters through

the violent suppres.sion of workers, blacks

and all the oppressed. Even if Wilson is in

some way punished, it will simply be for

appearances so that the Ferguson police

can better go about their business of

repression. But the fake socialists would

have you believe that by removing a few

bad apples, the class enemy’s guard dogs

and the rest of its state apparatus can be

made to serve the exploited and oppressed

masses.

After the march, we attended a SAlt

public forum titled “The Whole System

Is Guilty,” which drew 60 people. This

outfit holds that police are “workers in

uniform,” a position SAlt’s speaker con-

veniently neglected to mention before

we brought it up in the discussion. Our
comrade explained that such an embrace

of these hired guns “is contrary to the

Marxist understanding of the state, which

is the armed bodies of men—the courts,

the cops, the military—who defend the

interests of the bourgeoisie.” The SAlt

spokesman disgustingly responded that

many people “have to go find jobs like

the police department” and that we should

“have a dialogue with them.” SAll’s

touching faith in the capitalist state not-

withstanding, many black youth realize

that if they try to have a "dialogue” with

a cop they are more likely than not to end

up face down on the sidewalk.

Mobilizing the social power of the multi-

racial working class independent from and

in opposition to the capitalist state and its

political parties is vital to the fight against

cop terror and racial oppression. Mem-

bers of the United Auto Workers. Com-

munications Workers of America, Ser-

vice Employees International Union and

the Chicago Teachers Union were at the

march. Our perspective that labor must

take the lead in fighting black oppression

was well received by many workers. While

AFL-CIO officials had decided to spon-

sor buses for trade unionists and others

from out of town, the only labor banner

we spotted was from the St. Louis Coa-

lition of Black Trade Unionists (CBTU).

One CBTU member complained that

although a lot of labor people were there,

the unions had not mobilized the ranks, in

force, as organizations. As a component

part of the Democratic Party, the AFL-

CIO bureaucracy was not about to do

so. In supporting the march, its primary

interest was bolstering the fortunes of

the Democrats, especially with the mid-

term elections on the horizon. The key to

unlocking the social power of labor is the

fight for a class-struggle union leadership.

The capitalist state cannot be reformed

to act in the interests of workers and the

oppressed but must be destroyed and

replaced by a different kind of state where

those who labor rule. Our purpose is to

build the revolutionary workers party that

can lead the fight for a socialist Amer-

ica. Only then will there be justice for the

mass of the population.!

Young Spartacus

College Sports

Plantation...
(continuedfrom page 7)

is being used among the young in order

to produce a mood which will estrange

them from the great proletarian struggle”

{Speeches of Karl Liebknecht, 1927). In

the U.S., the cult and business of spectator

sports has become another "opium of the

people.”

In late 19th-century America, as uni-

versities expanded across the country,

sports programs were seen as a vital

means to build student enrollment and

loyalty to their institutions. While many
players were in fact compensated under

the table, amateurism appeared in U.S.

universities as a guiding moral princi-

ple and ideological training mechanism.

Walter Camp, the “Father of American
Football" and coach of the Yale and

Stanford football teams disingenucfusly

claimed, “A gentleman never competes

for money, directly or indirectly.” In the

1912 Olympics. Native American Jim
Thorpe, considered by many to be one

of the greatest athletes in history, won
the first ever ten-event decathlon. It was
later revealed that he had played minor
league baseball in violation of the Olym-
pics’ amateurism rules. He was promptly

stripped of his medals and having lost

his foothold in the sports world, he died

penniless. Long after his death, the rules

were changed and Thorpe’s medals were

posthumously returned to him.

Black track star Jesse Owens, whose

record-setting four gold medals smashed

Hitler’s parade of the “Aryan master race"

at the 1936 Berlin Olympics, was greeted

with a reception at New York’s Waldorf-

Astoria...which he was allowed to enter

only through a freight elevator. Exhausted

after his Olympic perfprmance, Owens
was ordered to compete in a number of

exhibitions, one of which he refused. He
was suspended by the Amateur Athletic-

Union and blacklisted from amateur
sports for life. Famed actor and musician

Paul Robeson was stripped of his All-

America award as star running back for

Rutgers, due to his affiliation with the

Communist Party.

So much for the lofty mythology of ama-

Bdttmann

Sprinters Tommie Smith and John
Carlos give “black power” salute at

1968 Olympics in Mexico City.

teurism. As Branch recounts, the NCAA
was formed in the early 20th century,

effectively as a shrewd maneuver to offset

outrage against the mounting body count

of college football, with 25 deaths in the

1905 season alone. He writes: “For nearly

50 years, the NCAA, with no real authority

and no staff to speak of. enshrined ama-
teur ideals that it was helpless to enforce."

In fact, not only were college football

players often paid, but in 1939, freshman

players at the University of Pittsburgh

went on strike against the wage gap with

upperclassman players.

But in 1951. then-NCAA head Walter

Byers seized on a series of scandals in-

volving grade inflation and gambling to

suspend the University of Kentucky bas-

ketball team for a full season. With the

momentum from this, the NCAA took

control of licensing for all televised games,

thus securing enough money and power to

win the NCAA full control over the regu-

lation of all college sports. Branch docu-

ments how the “student-athlete” arose not

from “the nobility of amateurism and the

precedence of scholarship over athletic

endeavor” but as a tool for the NCAA to

fight workmen’s compensation claims for

injured players.

During the 1950s, the NCAA carved

its definition of amateurism out of the

death of football player Ray Dennison,

who played for the Fort Lewis A&M
Aggies. After he died from a head injury

received during a game, his widow filed for

workmen’s-compensation death benefits;

the school refused to pay. In the ensuing

legal battle, the Colorado Supreme Court

ruled that she was not eligible for bene-

fits because the college was "not in the

football business,” and that Dennison was
therefore not an employee but a student.

The designation of “amateur” also serves

as a pretext to deny players the right to

bargain to receive even a fraction of the

massive profits that they generate.

Down With Plantation Rule!

The limited victories won for college

athletes thus far reflect an important

social fact. While students in general

have virtually no social power, if college

athletes were to withdraw their labor and

go on strike, it could have a significant

impact on this mullibillion-dollar indus-

try. William Friday, former president of

the University of North Carolina, was
sworn to secrecy by a colleague who told

him that in the lead-up to a champion-

ship basketball game one year a team had

planned to go on strike if they made the

finals. The prospect that such an action

could have cost the colleges hundreds of

millions of dollars in revenue struck fear

into Friday and his colleagues. (To their

relief, this team did not make the finals.)

We recognize the athletes’ status as

employees who. as such, should have the

basic right to workmen’s compensation.

Moreover, we support their struggle to

unionize and get paid for their labor. The
treatment of college athletes reflects the

basic appetites and interests of capital-

ist profiteers—to extract as much labor

as possible, as brutally as need be. from
those with no better option. Because
class exploitation and the special oppres-
sion of black people as a race-color caste

are inextricably linked to the workings
of American capitalism, the struggle to

unionize college players must include a
fight for black rights and against the rac-

ism that pervades organized sports.

NBA great Kareem Abdul-Jabbar put

it succinctly:

“Yes. I was just like the rest of those

black athletes you've read about, the

ones that put all their waking energies

into learning the moves. That might be a

sad commentary on America in general,

but that’s the way it's going to be until

black people can flow without prejudice

into any occupation they can master.

For now it’s still pretty much music and
sports for us."

In racist America, even as some black

athletes are revered by black and white

fans alike, others remain hostile to the

fact that there are black sports stars who
make big money. Hank Aaron, writing

of his stature as baseball’s highest-paid

player in the early 1970s, recalled. “The
Atlanta fans weren’t shy about letting me
know what they thought of a $200,000
n—r striking out with men on base.”

In the context of the civil rights and
anti-Vietnam War struggles, black ath-

letes like Flood, Muhammed Ali and oth-

ers challenged the racist owners—at great

personal sacrifice. 1968 Olympic gold and
bronze medalists Tommie Smith and John
Carlos were banished from the U.S. Olym-
pic team and given 48 hours to get out

of Mexico after raising the clenched-fist

"black power” salute during the awards
ceremony. But their silent act of defiance
spoke loudly to a generation of angry,

politicized youth of all races.

The injustices and deprivations of this

society may be temporarily ameliorated
through hard class and social struggle.

But only when the entire capitalist system
is swept away by victorious workers rev-

olution can we begin to speak of genuine
equality. What is required is the expro-
priation of the exploiters, the smashing
of their state and the construction of a

society in which those who labor rule.

Stripped of capitalist profiteering and
exploitation in such a society, sports will

provide simple human enjoyment. Educa-
tion will be organized, as will everything
else, not on the basis of individual profit

and exploitation, but for collective social

gain. We seek to win young people to act

as partisans of the working class—the

only class with the social power to and
interest in smashing once and for all this

vile system of racism and war. poverty

and disease. There is a future— it lies in

the fight for socialist revolution.
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Supreme
Court...
(continuedfrom page 3)

the Democratic Parly administration of

“born again" Jimmy Carter (1977-1981).

In the wake of the civil rights and anti-

war movements, and particularly after

the humiliating defeat of U.S. imperial-

ism in the Vietnam War, the capitalist

rulers under Carter launched a major

ideological assault aimed at instilling

unquestioned acceptance of capitalism,

god and family, including the desirabil-

ity of dying for one’s country. Like every

rightward shift in this country, it was lied

to a rise in racist reaction against black

people. As school busing, a minimal but

real step toward school integration, was

going down to defeat in city after city.

Carter stoked the segregationist back-

lash by proclaiming the virtue of “ethnic

purity.”

Writing in Christian Ethics Today

(Spring 2014), historian Randall Balmer

noted. “Although abortion had emerged

as a rallying cry by 1980, the real roots

of the religious right lie not in the

defense of a fetus but in the defense of

racial segregation.” The catalyst for the

rise of the Christian right as a political

factor was the denial of tax exemptions

to segregated schools across the country

by the administration of Republican pres-

ident Richard Nixon in the early 1970s.

This came to a head with the 1976 IRS

rescission of tax-exempt status for the

arch-segregationist Bob Jones University

in South Carolina, driving Jerry Falwell

and his fellow bible-thumpers into a

frenzy over what they saw as government

interference into church affairs. Recog-

nizing that openly organizing around the

call to defend segregation would not be

politic, conservative strategist Paul Wey-

rich and Jerry Falwell &. Co. cast about

for another beacon of light and found it

in the backlash to the 1973 Roe v. Wade
decision legalizing abortion.

Not that they always read the “good

book” that way. Originally, fundamental-

ist Christians saw abortion as a “Catholic

issue” and were largely indifferent—and

in some cases favorable—to the Roe

decision. In a statement that would mark

him as an apostate today, W.A. Criswell,

pastor of the First Baptist Church of Dal-

las. noted when the ruling came down:

“I have always fell that it was only after

a child was born and had a life separate

from its mother that it became an indi-

vidual person, and it has always, there-

fore. seemed to me that what is best for

the mother and for the future should be

allowed.” In 1974 and 1976. the Southern

Baptist Convention reaffirmed its pre-

Roe resolution citing rape, incest, fetal

abnormality and emotional and physical

health of the woman as justifications for

terminating a pregnancy.

The success of anti-abortion candi-

dates in a few 1978 elections spurred

these same forces to grab onto opposi-

tion to abortion as a core tool to organ-

ize evangelical Christians. When Car-

ter refused to endorse a constitutional

amendment banning abortion, they threw
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Democrat Jimmy Carter, a “born
again” Christian, at pulpit before

1976 presidential election.

their weight behind Ronald Reagan in the

1980 presidential campaign. The Rea-

gan years saw a marked advancement of

religion forced into public life. Among
other things, there were efforts to restore

school prayer, stop the teaching of evolu-

tion in favor of biblical “creationism" and

ban books from school libraries on reli-

gious grounds, including the “heathen”

Goldilocks and the Three Bears.

It was under Reagan that the Republi-

can Parly solidified its hold among white

Southern voters in particular. Writing in

“Texas: The Southern Baptists in Power”

(New York Review of Books, 9 October),

Thomas Powers describes Reagan as

“joining the Baptists to reject pretty much
everything ‘modern’ to emerge in Amer-

ican culture and society over the last two

centuries. The three that most disturbed

the Bible Belt South were the end of slav-

ery, the ‘theory’ of evolution that cast

doubt on the literal truth of the Bible, and

the emancipation of women.” This was

the atmosphere in which the reactionar-

ies behind the Hobby Lobby litigation cut

their teeth dressing racist reaction in reli-

gious garb. Three decades later, the hymn
remains the same.

Bless Me, I’m a Liberal

The growth of religion in political life

was the context behind the 1993 Religious

Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA), upon

which the Hobby Lobby decision was

based. That law was initiated by Demo-
crat Chuck Schumer—then a New York

Congressman and today a leading light in

the Senate—and sponsored in the Senate

by liberal icon Ted Kennedy and signed

into law by Bill Clinton. Only three Sen-

ators voted against the bill, one of them

North Carolina segregationist Senator

Jesse Helms, who feared it would provide

some rights to prisoners.

The RFRA was purportedly adopted

in response to the 1990 Supreme Court

decision Employment Division v. Smith.

which upheld the denial of unemploy-

ment benefits to two Native American

counselors at a drug rehab program who
had been fired for using peyote as part

of their religious practice. But defending

the rights of a marginal and controver-

sial religious sect was farthest from the

minds of those who pu.shed and adopted

this measure. Seven months before Clin-

ton signed the bill, his Justice Depart-

ment had launched a raid on the inte-

grated Branch Davidian religious sect in

Waco. Texas, killing some 80 devotees,

many of them children.

Pandering to religious reaction was

integrally linked to the political strategy

of Clinton’s Democrats, who expressed

contempt for black rights in order to win

back racist white male voters who had

fled to the Republicans after the adoption

of the civil rights laws in the mid 1960s.

Upon signing the RFRA, Clinton declared

Americans to be a “people of faith” and

complained that the family “has been

under assault for 30 years." The following

year, Clinton pushed for a Constitutional

amendment sanctifying school prayer.

Testifying in support of the proposed

RFRA at a 1992 Senate hearing. Amer-

ican Civil Liberties Union president

Nadine Strossen warned that the Smith

decision "could force religion-sponsored

hospitals to provide abortion or contra-

ception services.” While Democrats who
voted for the law now whine that the

Hobby Lobby ruling was not the RFRA’s

intent. Republican Senator Orrin Hatch,

a cosponsor of the bill, exulted. "That’s

why RFRA passed Congress overwhelm-

ingly more than 20 years ago.”

One of Obama’s appointees to the

Supreme Court, Justice Elena Kagan,

voted against the Hobby Lobby ruling, but

as a legal counsel to Clinton she sang a

different tune. This was evident when she

went to bat for a Chico. California, land-

lord named Evelyn Smith who had vio-

lated a stale housing anti-discrimination

law in 1994 by refusing to rent an apart-

ment to an unmarried heterosexual couple

because she thought they were living in

sin. After Smith argued unsuccessfully

before the California Supreme Court that

the RFRA protected her right of refusal,

a 1996 Kagan memo urged the Justice

Department to support Smith’s appeal

to the U.S. Supreme Court, denounc-

ing the California court’s reasoning as

“outrageous.”

Supreme Court of Injustice

For the Roberts court, the spring 2014

term was little more than business as

usual. The Court had already upheld dra-

conian anti-immigrant legislation on the

state level, approved strip-searching of

those arrested for merely violating fines,

granted absolute immunity for government

agents who perjure themselves during trial

and castigated lower courts for too often

granting habeas corpus petitions. This

is easily the most reactionary Supreme

Court since the body that issued the 1896

Plessy V. Ferguson decision upholding

“separate but equal" segregation as the

law of the land. But as reactionary as it

is. the Roberts court has found itself to

the left of the Obama administration on

issues involving the Fourth Amendment
proscription against unreasonable search

and seizure. Thus, it has ruled against the

government's upholding of police read-

ing the cell-phone contents of detained

suspects without warrants and using GPS
monitors to track moving vehicles.

Like today’s court, the Plessy court

openly reveled in contempt for work-

ers. blacks and women and proved itself

adept at twisting the clear letter and pro-

fessed purpose of laws they are called

on to "interpret." A case in point was
the 1890 Sherman Anti-Trust Act. which

was purportedly adopted to break up the

monopolies of the Gilded Age. The law’s

sponsors swore that union organizing

would not be considered the “restraint of

trade” that the bill targeted. The Supreme

Court would have none of it. upholding

that law in declaring the 1894 national

railroad .strike an unlawful “restraint of

trade" and affirming the conviction of

union leader Eugene V. Debs, who was

imprisoned for defying a strikebreaking

injunction.

In 1895. the same court ruled that the

Sherman Act could not be applied against

the E.C. Knight Co. sugar-refining monop-

oly. In the 1905 Lochner case, it struck

down a New York City law limiting the

working hours of bakers to no more than

ten a day. and 60 a week, declaring this an

“unnecessary and arbitrary interference

with the right and liberty of the individ-

ual to contract.”

The context for the Plessy court was the

rise of the U.S. as an industrial power, with

a nascent union movement that needed

to be suppressed, and its emergence on

the international field as an imperialist

country. Integral to these developments

was the compacting of black people as a

race-color caste following the defeat of

post-Civil War Reconstruction. Today’s

Roberts court was formed by the backlash

to the social struggles of the 1960s and

’70s. determined to overturn gains from

that period.

From its inception, the Supreme Court

was designed to be a ruling-class protec-

tion against the masses, a bastion of con-

servatism. “an essential safeguard against

the effects of the occasional ill humors

in the society,” as Alexander Hamil-

ton put it in the Federalist Papers. The

founding fathers created “checks and bal-

ances” to insulate government from the

"ill humors” of the unpredictable masses,

with a powerful executive, the president,

who nominates the high court with con-

sent from that exclusive club called the

Senate, now full of millionaires.

In the recent anti-union Harris v.

Quinn decision. Roberts & Co. provided a

clear example of how the vaunted “checks

and balances” of American bourgeois

democracy works. When the Supreme

Court doesn't like laws that favor unions

or black people, it overturns them. The
RFRA shows that when the legislature

doesn't like a Court decision, it passes a

law to circumvent it. And the executive

branch, led by the president, can just

choose not to enforce either. In any case,

the core of the state power remains armed
bodies of men—the police, prison system

and military—dedicated to defending the

rule of the tiny class of capitalists against

the many they exploit and oppress.

Those on the receiving end of capi-

talist reaction must understand that we
are all in this together, underlining the

importance of building a multiracial

workers party that acts as a tribune of the

people. Such a party would fight every

manifestation of oppression as part of

the struggle to smash the entire system of

capitalist class rule and replace it with a

government of the workers, whose labor

produces the vast bulk of the wealth of

society. This is the only road to sweeping

away the ignorance, superstition, bigotry

and racism that are synonymous with,

and help maintain, bourgeois rule.a

Library of Congress

U.S. Cavalry troops escort scab train in Chicago during national 1894 rail-

road strike. The strike was ruled unlawful by Supreme Court, and smashed
by the army.
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Hong Kong...
(continuedfrom page J)

the People's Republic of China and prole-

tarian socialist revolution in Taiwan, result-

ing in the expropriation of the bourgeoisie.

Who Pays the Piper

Calls the Tune

In a useful exposd of the Umbrella Move-

ment in Near Eastern Outlook ( I October).

Tony Cartalucci reported. "Identifying the

leaders, following the money, and examin-

ing Western coverage of these events reveal

with certainty that yet again. Washington

and Wall Street are busy at work to make

China’s island of Hong Kong as difficult to

govern for Beijing as possible.” In particu-

lar, Cartalucci detailed the role of the U.S.

State Department’s National Endowment

for Democracy (NED)—which was up to

its eyeballs in the fascist-infested coup in

Ukraine earlier this year—and the NED’s

subsidiary National Democracy Institute

(NDI). Christian churches, which have a

long, dirty track record of organizing anti-

communist dissidents in the deformed

neuters

July 1997 ceremony marking end of

over 150 years of brutal British coio-
niaf ruie in Hong Kong.

workers states, have also assumed a prom-

inent role in the movement. An inheritance

of British colonialism, they constitute a

powerful force for social reaction in Hong
Kong, where there is a church on practi-

cally every street.

The Umbrella Movement developed out

of a September 22 student strike called by

the Hong Kong Federation of Students and

Occupy Central

founders
(left to right)

Baptist minister

Chu Yiu-ming,
Benny Tai and
Chan Kin-man

at June 30 press
conference.

an organization of middle and high school

students called Scholarism. The Federa-

tion of Students forms a significant part

of the annual July 1 anniversary protests

against the former British colony having

been returned to China. Scholarism is

largely the creation of Joshua Wong, an

18-year-old who became a political activ-

ist under the influence of his proselytiz-

ing parents. (His father, an elder in the

Lutheran Church, is an outspoken oppo-

nent of gay rights.) Wong cut his political

teeth, and won the praises of the NDI,

by organizing a campaign against a pro-

Beijing school curriculum that he called

“brainwashing.”

Another force in the protests for capi-

talist “democracy” is the Occupy Central

leadership, which has close, longstanding

ties to the imperialists. The most touted

of Occupy’s founders, law professor

Benny Tai. is a common speaker at NED-
sponsored events. Other leaders include

Baptist minister Chu Yiu-ming. who spir-

ited pro-capitalisl dissidents to the U.S.

after the 1989 protests in Beijing’s Tian-

anmen Square, and Martin Lee, founding

chairman of Hong Kong’s capitalist Dem-
ocratic Party and recipient of the NED’s
1997 Democracy Award. This April, Lee

and fellow Occupy leader Anson Chan
took a trip to Washington, where they

met with Joe Biden and Nancy Pelosi.

Occupy Central’s Jimmy Lai, a media

mogul, denied conspiring with the U.S.

after meeting in May for five hours on

his private yacht with his "good friend.”

former U.S. deputy defense secretary and

neocon Paul Wolfowitz (Hong Kong Stan-

dard, 20 June).

After police using tear gas and pepper

spray attempted to clear students who
had shut down the area around the cen-

tral government offices late last month,

the Hong Kong Confederation of Trade

Unions (CTU) called a one-day general

strike. Representing mainly white-collar

workers and teachers, the CTU stands

in the anli-Communist tradition of “free

trade unions” backed by the imperial-

ists. unlike the pro-Beijing Hong Kong
Federation of Trade Unions, Among the

bosses who weighed in on behalf of the

CTU strike was the advertising company
McCann Worldgroup Hong Kong, which

explained to its staff: “The company will

not punish anyone who supports some-

thing more important than work" (South

China Morning Post, 30 September).

There is no mistaking the reactionary

nature of the “democracy” protests, which

are dominated by students and other

petty-bourgeois layers. One protester told

the New York Times (7 October) that he

preferred “to be ruled by a democratic

country.” which was spelled out by his

T-shirt emblazoned with the Union Jack,

the butcher’s apron of Hong Kong's for-

mer colonial overlords. Protesters com-

monly combine overt anti-Communism

with haughty scorn for mainland Chinese

who are derided as “locusts."

Hong Kong:
White-Collar Sweatshop
The 1949 Chinese Revolution was of

world-historic significance. Hundreds of

millions of peasants rose up and seized

the land on which their forebears had

been exploited from time immemorial.

The subsequent creation of a centrally

planned, collectivized economy laid the

basis for enormous social progress. The

revolution enabled women to advance by

orders of magnitude over their previous

miserable status rooted in such Confucian

practices as forced marriage. A nation that

had been ravaged and divided by foreign

powers was unified (with the exception

of Hong Kong, Taiwan and Macao) and

freed from imperialist subjugation.

However, the revolution was deformed

from its inception under the rule of Mao
Zedong’s CCP regime, a bureaucratic

caste resting atop the workers state.

Unlike the Russian October Revolution

of 1917, which was carried out by a class-

conscious proletariat guided by the Bol-

shevik internationalism of V, I. Lenin and

Leon Trotsky, the 1949 Chinese Revolu-

tion was the result of peasant guerrilla

war led by Mao’s Stalini,st-nalionalisl

forces. Patterned after the Stalinist

bureaucracy that usurped political power

in the Soviet Union beginning in 1923-24.

the regimes of Mao and his .successors,

including Xi Jinping today, have preached

the profoundly anti-Marxist notion that

socialism—a classless, egalitarian society

based on material abundance—could be

built in a single country. In opposition to

the perspective of international workers

revolution, “socialism in one country” has

always meant accommodation to world

imperialism.

A case in point was the CCP leader-

ship’s attitude toward British rule over

Hong Kong. During the civil war that pre-

ceded the 1949 Revolution. Mao ordered

the CCP’s forces to slop just short of the

Shenzhen River that separates the main-

land from Hong Kong. In return. Britain

was one of the first countries to recognize

the People’s Republic of China. In 1959.

Mao declared: “It Is better to keep Hong

Kong the way it is.... Its present status is

still useful to us." In 1967, Hong Kong
Communists and trade-union leaders

mounted a protest movement against Brit-

ish rule, complete with large-scale strikes,

that lasted over eight months. This strug-

gle was betrayed by the Maoist regime,

which preferred to remain friendly with

the imperialist colonizers.

In maintaining Hong Kong as a hub of

finance capital. Beijing accords the pop-

ulation certain political freedoms that

it withholds from the population on the

mainland. These liberties go hand-in-hand

with Hong Kong’s reputation as a white-

collar sweatshop, where office employees

commonly work 12 hours for eight hours

pay. Before 1997. Hong Kong was a center

of both trade and light industry, in which

workers were brutally exploited, forced to

live in horrendous conditions and deprived

of the most basic rights. Since the early

1990s. 80 percent of the city’s manufac-

turing jobs have disappeared as the Hong
Kong capitalists shifted their operations

to the mainland. In one of the most expen-

sive cities in the world, full of designer

shops and luxury hotels, a fifth of the

population falls below the official pov-

erty line. For most youth, future prospects

are dim. Meanwhile, many corrupt CCP
officials continue to enrich themselves

through their connections to Hong Kong
financiers.

The plight of Hong Kong's more than

300,000 domestic workers—97 percent

of them from Indonesia and the Philip-

pines—shines an especially harsh light on
the territory’s class divide. Other immi-
grants who live in Hong Kong for seven

Mexico...
(continuedfrom page J2)

The recent horrendous attack occurred

while many thousands of students at the

National Polytechnical Institute in Mex-
ico City are on strike, and as workers

at Mexico City high schools organized

in the SUTIEMS education union were

ending their strike last weekend. Both the

SUTIEMS workers and the striking Poly-

technical students have raised their voices

against the government’s anti-education

reform, which is really just an attempt

to destroy the SNTE teachers union and

a reflection of how little the bourgeoisie

cares about educating the masses of the

population. And education is something

that Mexicans care deeply about, seeing it

Break With Mt the
Bourgeois Parties -

PRl.PAN.PRD
and MORENAl

For a Revolutionary

Workers Party

to Put an End to

Capita^*"*'

Spartdcist/lC*-

Spartacist League
at protest initiated

by Internationalist

Group outside
Mexican
consulate in New
York City, part of

October 8 day of

action in solidarity

with Guerrero
students.

as the ticket out of poverty for their chil-

dren. The massive strike against tuition at

UNAM (National Autonomous University

of Mexico] in 1999-2000 attracted wide

support, especially among workers and

the poor who can only dream of ever

attending the elite private universities

that the bourgeoisie sends its children to.

We stand for nationalization of the private

universities, for open admissions and an

end to entrance exams, for no tuition and

for state-paid stipends for all students.

This is the only way that higher educa-

tion can become a reality for most youth.

Protesters in Guerrero are demanding

that the mayor of Iguala resign and that

the police be investigated. Twenty-two

municipal cops have been disarmed and

detained by the government, while the

federal police, the army and stale and

ministerial police have taken control of

Iguala, Make no mistake! These forces

are fundamentally no different than the

ones that were removed—they all serve

the same master. The bourgeois stale can-

not be reformed to serve the oppressed. To
end once and for all the murderous slate

violence directed against workers, poor
peasants and other oppressed sectors, the

working class must destroy the bourgeois

state and replace it with its own class rule;

the dictatorship of the proletariat sup-

ported by the peasantry. To this end. the

proletariat must break with alt bourgeois

parties—not only with the PRI and the

PAN (right-wing National Action Parly]

but also with the PRD and Morena [for-

mer PRD presidential candidate Ldpez
Obrador’s Movement for National Regen-
eration]—and forge a revolutionary work-

ers party that can lead the struggle to put

an end to capitalism.

ESPARTACO
wagtaloria Nipocrtna liberal

Publication of the Grupo
Espartaquista de Mexico
No. 41. June 2014, $.50 (24 pages)

Subscription: $2 for 4 issues
(includes Spamsh-language Spartacist)

Order from/make checks payable to:

Spartacist Publishing Co.
Box 1377 GPO. New York. NY 10116
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Peter Turnley

May 1989: Workers’ contingent arriving in Tiananmen Square. Entry of prole
tariat into mass student protests heralded incipient political revolution.

years receive the right to vote. Not so

the domestic workers. With no recourse

against violent or otherwise abusive em-
ployers. domestics who are fired must
leave the country within two weeks. As
an article in Al Jazeera (30 September)

pointed out. “Hong Kong’s protesters

demand democracy, but not for its domes-

tic workers.” Our demand to expropriate

the Hong Kong bourgeoisie draws a sharp

class line against the pro-imperialist pro-

testers. concretizing the call to defend and

extend the gains of the 1949 Revolution.

For Workers Democracy, Not
Capitalist Counterrevolution!

Capitalist democracy is, in reality, a

political form of the dictatorship of the

bourgeoisie. In such a system, the work-

ing class is politically reduced to atomized

individuals. The bourgeoisie can effec-

tively manipulate the electorate through

its control of the media, the education sys-

tem and other institutions that shape pub-

lic opinion. In all capitalist democracies,

government officials, both elected and

unelected, are essentially bought and paid

for by the banks and large corporations.

Parliamentary democracy, which is

mainly the preserve of the wealthy impe-

rialist countries, gives the mass of the pop-

ulation the right to decide every few years

which representative of the ruling class is

to repress them. As Lenin explained in his

1918 polemic The Proletarian Revolution

and the Renegade Kautsky.

"The working people are barred from
participation in bourgeois parliaments

(they never decide important questions

under bourgeois democracy, which arc

decided by the stock exchange and the

banks) by thousands of obstacles, and
the workers know and feel, see and real-

ise perfectly well that the bourgeois par-

liaments are institutions alien to them,
instruments for the oppression of work-

ers by the bourgeoisie, institutions of a

hostile class, of the exploiting minority.”

Lenin also stressed: "There is not a single

state, however democratic, which has no

loopholes or reservations in its constitu-

tion guaranteeing the bourgeoisie the pos-

sibility of dispatching troops against the

workers, of proclaiming martial law, and

so forth, in case of a ‘violation of public

order’, and actually in case the exploited

class ‘violates’ its position of slavery and
tries to behave in a non-slavish manner.”

In their drive to destroy the degenerated

Soviet workers state and its Eastern bloc

allies, the imperialists promoted all man-
ner of counterrevolutionary forces waving

the banner of "democracy” against Stalin-

ist "totalitarianism.” The purpose was to

overthrow the Communist regimes by

Thursday, November 6, 7:30 p.m.

Contradictions of the
Civil Rights Movement

SFSU. Cesar Chavez Student Center
Room T-153

Information and readings:

(510) 839-0851 • sycbayarea@fastmail.net

CHICAGO
Saturday, October 25, 2 p.m.

The Capitalist State:

An Instrument of Organized
Terror Against the Workers

and the Oppressed
University of Illinois-Chicago

Addams Hall. 2nd Floor. Room 200
830 S. Halsted Street

(Take Slue Line to UlC-Halsted)

Information and readings:

(312)563-0441 • chicagosyc@sbcglobal.net

VANCOUVER
Wednesday, November 5, 6:30 p.m.

1917-1992: The Rise and Fall

of the Soviet Union

The Fight for New October
Revolutions

University of British Columbia
Irving Barber Learning Centre, Rm. 315

Information and readings: (604) 687-0353
trotskyist_vancouver@shawcable.com

one means or another, including through

free elections in which peasant and other

petty-bourgeois layers as well as politi-

cally backward workers could be mobi-

lized against the workers state. As the

Stalinist regimes reached the point of

terminal collapse, an election in Poland

in 1989 resulted in a counterrevolution-

ary government headed by Solidamo^d,

the consolidation of which marked the

restoration of capitalist rule. A key event

in the capitalist reunification of Germany
in the spring of 1990 was an election won
by the Christian Democratic Union, the

ruling party of German imperialism.

Shattering in the face of the capital-

ist onslaught, the Stalinist bureaucracies

demonstrated that they were not a possess-

ing class but a brittle and contradictory

caste resting atop the workers states. A key

condition for the victory of counterrevolu-

tion in East and Central Europe and in the

Soviet Union itself in 1991-92 was that the

working class, atomized and demoralized

by decades of Stalinist misrule, did not act

to stop the forces of capitalist restoration

and seize political power in its own name.

These counterrevolutions marked a his-

toric defeat for the working people interna-

tionally. Millions of workers in the former

workers states lost their jobs and guaran-

teed benefits, women’s rights were thrown

back (for example, through the banning

of abortion in Poland) and the peoples of

the former Soviet Union and Yugoslavia

were torn apart by massive nationalist

bloodletting. Meanwhile, the U.S. and

other imperialist powers felt emboldened

Wednesday, November 5, 7:00 p.m.

The Communist Manifesto

UCLA, Kerckhoff Hall, Room 152

Information and readings:

(213) 380-8239 • slsycla@sbcglobal.net

TORONTO
Thursday, October 30, 7 p.m.

Government Out of the Bedroom!

Down With Tories’ Crackdown
on Prostitution!

University of Toronto
Sidney Smith Hall, Room 2114

100 St. George Street

Information and readings.

(416) 593-4138 • spartcan@on.aibn.com

NEW YORK CITY

Tuesday, October 21, 7 p.m.

The State:

Reform vs. Revolution

City College of New York
NAC Rm. 1/209

138th St. and Amsterdam Avenue
(Take #1 tram to 137th St. -City College)

Information and readings;

(212) 267-1025 • nysl@tiac.net

Visit the ICL Website:

www.icl-fi.org

to carry out their rampages around the

world and against working people at home.

For China, capitalist counterrevolution

would mean a return to imperialist en-

slavement and the destruction of historic

social gains. In answer to the aspirations

of the working people both in Hong Kong
and on the mainland for democratic rights

and a government that represents their

interests. Trotskyists look to the model
of the early Soviet workers slate. As
Lenin described in polemicizing against

Kautsky, a bitter opponent of the October

Revolution: “The Soviet government is

the first in the world (or strictly speaking,

the second, because the Paris Commune
began to do the same thing) to enlist the

people, specifically the exploited people,

in the work of administration.”

A workers political revolution in China
would place decisions about the direction

of the economy and the organization of

society in the hands of elected workers

and peasants councils, ending bureaucratic

mismanagement and corruption. Under
the leadership of China's massive working

class, non-proletarian sectors such as the

peasants would in fact have far more say

through their representation in such coun-

cils than they have in any capitalist repub-

lic. China has made vast strides in industry

and urbanization in recent decades, while

also accumulating huge financial reserves.

But China’s all-around development, par-

ticularly its presently backward agricul-

ture, is crucially dependent on proletar-

ian revolution in the advanced capitalist

countries, which would open the road to a

world planned economy based on the high-

est level of technology and industry. This

Trotskyist perspective, premised on uncon-

ditional defense of the Chinese workers

state against its imperialist and domestic

class enemies, has no common ground
with the pro-imperialist camp’s program
for “democratic” counterrevolution.

Bootlickers for

Capitalist Democrats

One of the most glaring examples of aid

to the bourgeois cause in Hong Kong is

Socialist Action, which along with Social-

ist Alternative in the U.S. is affiliated to

Peter Taaffe’s Committee for a Workers’

International (CWl). With a counterfeit

reputation as Trotskyist, this organiza-

tion has a long and disreputable history of

supporting capitalist counterrevolution in

the name of opposing dictatorship. In the

Soviet Union in Augusl-September 1991.

the CWI’s forebears in the Militant ten-

dency joined the capiialist-restoraiionists

on Boris Yeltsin’s barricades in Moscow.
In contrast, our Trotskyist international

distributed tens of thousands of leaflets

calling on Soviet workers to crush the

counterrevolutionary forces led by Yeltsin

and backed by the George H.W. Bush
White House.

Writing off China as authoritarian and
capitalist, the CWI has made itself the

most rabid cheerleaders of the Umbrella

Movement. An article in the CWI’s China
Worker (30 September) enthuses over the

possibility that "the democracy struggle

would spread across China—with the

initial spark quite possibly coming from

Hong Kong’s protest movement.” The
CWI’s fervent desire that the “democ-

racy” movement be wielded against the

"CCP dictatorship” on the mainland is the

U.S. State Department’s hope exactly!

The CWI suggests that the Umbrella

Movement might constitute a new Tian-

anmen. referring to the May-June 1989

upheaval that shook mainland China. Hong
Kong’s “democracy” proponents hold huge

anniversary commemorations every June

presenting the Tiananmen uprising as a

student protest for capitalist democracy
against the evil Communist regime. Noth-

ing could be further from the truth.

The 1989 events centered on Tianan-

men Square began with students demand-
ing more political freedoms and protesting

the corruption of top bureaucrats. The pro-

tests were joined first by individual work-

ers. then by contingents from factories and

other workplaces, as workers were driven

to act by high inflation and the growing

inequality that accompanied the bureauc-

racy’s program of building “socialism"

through market reforms. While some
youth looked to Western-style capitalist

democracy, the protests were dominated

by the singing of the Internationale—the

international workers’ anthem—and other

expressions of pro-socialist consciousness.

Various workers organizations that ap-

peared during the protests had the charac-

ter of embryonic organs of workers class

rule. “Workers picket corps” and factory-

based “dare to die” groups, organized to

protect student protesters against repres-

sion. defied the Deng Xiaoping regime’s

declaration of martial law. Workers’ groups

began to take on responsibility for pub-

lic safety after the government in Beijing

melted away and the police disappeared

from the streets. It was the entry of the Chi-

nese proletariat into the protests, in Beijing

and throughout the country, that marked an

incipient political revolution. After weeks
of paralysis, the CCP regime launched a

bloody crackdown on June 3-4 in Beijing.

The workers showed enormous capac-

ity for struggle and forged links with sol-

diers. some of whom refused to fire on

protesters. But on their own. they did not

arrive at the understanding of the need

for a political revolution to overturn the

deforming rule of the CCP bureaucracy.

To imbue the working class with this con-

sciousness requires the intervention of a

revolutionary Marxist party.

The imperialists will never relent until

they have crushed the Chinese deformed

workers state and are free once again to

plunder the country at will. The imperialist-

dominated world capitalist order, with its

drive to control markets and drive down
workers’ wages and living conditions, is

incompatible with development toward

socialism. To open that road requires work-

ers revolutions in Japan, the U.S. and other

advanced capitalist countries. In fighting

for this program, we seek to link the strug-

gles of workers in the imperialist centers

with defense of gains already won. includ-

ing those of the 1949 Chinese Revolution.*

Defend Chinese Deformed Workers Statel

For Proletarian Political Revolution!

China’s “Market Reforms”:
A Trotskyist Analysis

The Russian Revolution and
the Emancipation of Women

No. 8 $1 (28 pages)

Make checks payable/mail to:

Spartacist Publishing Co.

Box 1 377 GPO, New York. NY 101 1
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Ferguson Two Months Later

Thousands Protest

Racist Cop Terror

Police confront protesters In Ferguson, October 10, two days after an off-

duty cop gunned down another black youth in nearby St. Louis.

The following article is based on a

reportfrom a Workers Vanguard sales/

reporting team in the St. Louis area.

Two months after a cop gunned down

unarmed black teenager Michael Brown,

the St. Louis suburb of Ferguson remains

a focal point for anger over racist cop

terror. Since the initial outpouring of

protest following Brown’s killing. St.

Louis-area cops have blown away three

more black people: Kajieme Powell on

August 19, Michael Willis Jr. on Septem-

ber 17 and 18-year-old Vonderrit Myers,

mowed down in a hail of 17 bullets by

an off-duty white cop in the city’s Shaw

neighborhood on October 8.

The episodic flare-up of protests in

the wake of the National Guard siege

of Ferguson in August has elicited a

vicious racist backlash, centered on

expressions of solidarity with Darren

Wilson, Brown’s killer. Ominously,

Ferguson police sported “1 Am Darren

Wilson" wristbands until the Depart-

ment of Justice, in the interest of clean-

ing up the image of the thugs in blue,

called for them to be removed in late

September. Black protesters outside of

the Cardinals baseball playoff game on

October 6 were met with racist vitriol

from while fans, including chants of

"Let’s go, Darren!” One of these bigots

had “I Am Darren Wilson” taped to his

replica jersey.

The extended weekend of October

10-13 saw a series of protest events,

including marches, sit-ins, meetings and

civil disobedience, initiated by Hands

Up United, a black youth activist group

formed after Brown’s killing. Two days

before these “Ferguson October” pro-

tests, the shooting death of Myers had

local residents and activists back out in

the streets, facing cops in riot gear.

In the largest draw of the weekend,

thousands marched through downtown

St. Louis on October 11. In addition to

a core of local residents, a broad multi-

racial mix of trade unionists, anti-racist

activists, leftists and students from

across the country took part. That

night, there were protests at the Fer-

guson police station and a sit-in at a

QuikTrip gas station in the Shaw neigh-

borhood, where several were arrested.

Civil disobedience actions two days

later resulted in additional arrests.

The central demand of the organizers

of the "Ferguson October” protests was

for Darren Wilson to be prosecuted. At

the October 1 1 march, there was wide-

spread and justified anger that 64 days

after Brown's death, the cop who killed

him still walks free, while black youth

keep gelling shot down.

continued on page 8

Outrage over Police Massacre

of Students in Guerrero

October 3: Ayotzinapa teachers-ln-training protest in Chilpancingo, Guerrero,

one week after massacre and disappearance of their fellow students.

Mexico
MEXICO CITY, October 13—Several

mass graves have been found in the out-

skirts of Iguala, Guerrero, which may
contain the burned remains of 43 rural

leachers-in-training from the Ayotzi-

napa teachers college who went missing

following clashes with police over two
weeks ago. A local drug cartel known as

Guerreros Unidos {United Warriors)—
allegedly linked to the wife of the Iguala

mayor— is said to have collaborated with

the police in the attacks on the students,

during which at least six people were
gunned down, and dozens disappeared.

Results of DNA tests have not yet been
released to confirm the identities of the

bodies in the graves, but many fear the

worst. Since the gruesome massacre,

Iguala’s mayor and his wife—both mem-
bers of the bourgeois Party of the Demo-
cratic Revolution (PRD)—as well as the

police chief have reportedly gone into

hiding.

Events in Guerrero have sparked an
international outcry from many differ-

ent quarters. The Obama administration,

which has mercilessly gone after Chel-

sea Manning and Edward Snowden for

lifting the veil on the dirty deeds of the

U.S. imperialists, has demanded a "trans-

parent investigation.” Mexican president

Enrique Pena Nieto of the Institutional

Revolutionary Parly (PRI) promised
that there will be no room for impunity,

as he dispatched the newly established

Gendarmerfa and other federal forces to

take over police functions in Iguala. As
our comrades of the Grupo Espariaquista

de Mdxico warned in the September 29

leaflet translated below, there must be no

illusions that justice for the workers and

poor will come from any agency of the

bourgeois state.

Several mass protests have taken place

in Guerrero state, Mexico City and else-

where. On October 2. the annual demon-
stration commemorating the victims of

the 1968 TIatelolco massacre of student

protesters in the capital became a massive

display of solidarity with the Ayotzinapa

students and their families. Tens of thou-

sands came out across Mexico and inter-

nationally on October 8 to demand that

the students be returned alive.

» *

In three separate violent incidents that

began as an attack on rural normalis-

tas [teachers-in-trainingl in Ayotzinapa.

municipal police under PRD command
and armed civilians opened fire in Iguala.

Guerrero, on September 26-27, leaving at

least six people dead and 17 injured, with

dozens still missing. The despicable PRD
mayor of Iguala ranted that the students

from Ayotzinapa “were hired to come
and cause trouble.” This is just the latest

attack against normalistas. who study in

very poorly equipped schools and often

graduate only to swell the ranks of the

unemployed, while much of the school-

age population, especially in rural areas,

attends schools without teachers, electric-

ity or even buildings. Workers at the nine

rural teachers colleges in Guerrero slate

went on strike today to protest the attack.

Active and massive solidarity with the

students of Guerrero is needed; An injury

to one is an injury to all!

As we wrote in December 2011: "The
demands of rural normalistas have

changed very little in the last 50 years,

and in all this time the response of the

ruling capitalisls/landowners—espe-

cially but not only in Guerrero—has var-

ied from class disdain to the most vile

police/military brutality.” At the time,

the police had shot down two normalistas

while they were protesting on the Auto-

pista del Sol Highway that ends in Aca-
pulco after winding through Guerrero,

one of the poorest states in the country.

Lacking any independent social power,

these desperate students seek to make
their struggle known, often by occupy-

ing buildings, taking over city buses or

blocking highways—and they far too

often face brutal stale repression. What is

necessary is to link the struggle of these

students with other struggles, based on
the understanding that the working class

has social power. With its hands on the

means of production and with its ability

to withdraw its labor, the working class

can bring down capitalism and the armed
bodies of men (the army, the police, the

courts and the prisons) that defend capi-

talist exploitation of labor.

continued on page 10
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Ebola in America

Capitalist Criminality and

Racist Indifference

National Nurses United

[T|^
H \

Union nurses rally in

Oakland, October 12, to

demand proper training and
adequate protective gear for

Ebola treatment.

Above: Thomas Eric Duncan
died of Ebola at a Dallas
hospital after being initially

turned away.

With racist indifference to the lives of

black Africans, for months the U.S. impe-

rialist rulers ignored pleas for medical aid

to deal with the epidemic of Ebola virus

disease in West Africa. When President

Barack Obama finally responded in mid

September, it was by dispatching thou-

sands of troops. As we noted in our arti-

cle opposing this military intervention.

“Obama made clear his motivation for

intervening militarily: to curb the polit-

ical and economic ‘ripple effects' that

the spread of the virus could have on the

region and beyond. His calling Ebola a

‘national security priority' is a declaration

of U.S. intent to limit the epidemic to Afri-

cans and not let it reach American shores”

(IVV No. 1053. 3 October). The disease

continues to spread in West Africa, where

by official count over 10.000 people have

been infected and 5,000 have died.

The American rulers' hubris and con-

tempt for victims of this disease in Africa

was paralleled in the few cases that have

now emerged in this country. Repeated

warnings by health care workers unions

that hospitals here were woefully unpre-

pared to deal with an outbreak of the dis-

ease were ignored. Then on September

25. Thomas Eric Duncan, a black Libe-

rian, went to Texas Health Presbyterian

Hospital in Dallas. He had a high fever

and severe pains, and told a nurse that he

was recently in Liberia. He was sent home
without being tested for Ebola, only to be

rushed back to the hospital three days

later, seriously ill. Ten days after that he

was dead from Ebola, failed by a health

care system riddled with the race and class

bias of this society.

The hospital saw Duncan not as a patient

but as potential trouble and a financial lia-

bility. His nephew wrote a powerful indict-

ment of his ordeal for the Dallas Morning

News (14 October):

“He was a man of color with no health

insurance and no means to pay for treat-

ment, so within hours he was released

with some antibiotics and Tylenol.... From
his botched release from the emergency
room to his delayed testing and delayed

treatment and the denial of experimental

drugs that have been available to every

other case of Ebola treated in the US.,

the hospital invited death every step of

the way
”

Meanwhile, the Dallas D.A.'s office con-

sidered bringing charges against Duncan

for supposedly exposing the public to the

virus.

The treatment of Duncan by hospital

authorities is emblematic of what passes

for health care in the U.S. for the poor and

uninsured, especially black people and

immigrants. If you have enough money.

you can get some of the best care in the

world. But if you’re poor and have black

or brown skin, the care is far from ade-

quate. as captured in overcrowded emer-

gency rooms, long wail limes and hurried

examinations. What is needed is quality

health care for all. provided free at the

point of service.

After Duncan died, matters soon proved

to be even more serious as two nurses

who treated him. Nina Pham and Amber
Vinson, tested positive for Ebola. The
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-

tion (CDC) initially tried to blame the

nurses themselves, claiming there had

been a “breach of protocol.” The truth

was only revealed when nurses from

the non-union hospital contacted the

National Nurses United union (NNU).
which in an October 15 statement

continued on page 9

Kurdish Leaders Join Imperialist Onslaught

Down With U.S. War Against ISIS!
The U.S. bombing of reactionary ISIS

forces in Syria is the latest episode in the

imperialist wars and occupations that

have laid waste to Iraq and other parts of

the Near East and touched off spiraling

communal and ethnic bloodletting. Since

the start of U.S. operations against ISIS

in northern Iraq on August 8. scores of

civilians as well as hundreds of fighters

have been killed. Cynically launched in

the name of "humanitarian” assistance to

Shiites. Kurds. Christians. Yazidis and

others threatened by the ISIS cutthroats,

the imperialist onslaught is aimed at

reinforcing the U.S. hold over the Near
East, with the Obama administration

offering the prospect of many more years

of war. It is the duly of class-conscious

workers everywhere, particularly in the

U.S.. to oppose the bombing campaign

and all other wars and occupations car-

ried out by the imperialists. Hands off

Iraq and Syria! All V.S. forces out of the

Near East!

After the initial airstrikes by the U.S.

in northern Iraq, we declared: “Any
force, however unsavory, that attacks,

repels or otherwise impedes U.S. forces

strikes a blow in the interests of the

exploited and the oppressed" (“U.S.

Out of Iraq! No Intervention in Syria!"

WV No. 1051. 5 September). However,

in the reactionary, mainly Sunni-Shi’ite

communal conflicts in Iraq and Syria,

the world’s toilers had no side.

Since then. Iraqi government forces

and Kurdish pesh merga in Iraq are

again conducting Joint military opera-

tions with the U.S.. as they did for years

under the occupation. More recently.

Syrian Kurdish nationalists have also

continued on page 8



Letters

U.S./UN Role in Haiti’s Cholera Crisis
9 October 2014

In the recent article on the Ebola crisis

in Africa (WV No. 1053. 3 October), we
take up the latest in a series of imperialist

interventions and occupations around the

world cloaked in humanitarian disguise.

The U.S./UN imperialist occupation of

Haiti was mentioned. The bourgeois press

and the capitalist rulers have conveniently

and hypocritically buried the occupiers'

role in the cholera epidemic that ravaged

Haiti.

As I was writing, I noticed a brief note

in the “World Briefing" section of the NY
Times (8 October), which mentions that

“a federal judge in New York has agreed

to hear oral arguments in a lawsuit filed

against the United Nations by advocates

for Haitian victims of the deadly cholera

epidemic that first appeared x)n the island

four years ago. The lawsuit, filed last year,

argues that United Nations peacekeepers

in Haiti were responsible for introducing

the disease through sewage contamination

from their barracks after the earthquake

that devastated Haiti in 2010. The epi-

demic has killed more than 8,000 people."

That’s right. 8,000 and counting. We
communists have thrown a sharp spot-

light on imperialism’s role in thwarting

basic lifesaving measures to ameliorate

the cholera outbreak in Haiti. In 2010,

the U.S. prevented the development of

water purification facilities that could

have saved countless lives. The cholera

strain was similar to a South Asian strain

and perhaps linked to the presence of UN
troops from Nepal. (“Haiti: Cholera Epi-

TROTSKY

The Russian Revolution

Showed the Way
Led by the Bolshevik Party of V. I. Lenin

and Leon Trotsky, the working class in Russia

overthrew the rule of the capitalist exploiters

and seized power on 7 November 1917 (25

October 1917 by the Julian calendar used in

Russia at the time). In marking the I7th anni-

versary of the Revolution, the U.S. Trotsky-

ists explained how that world-historic victory

gave flesh and blood to the program of revo-

lutionary Marxism.
LENIN

The Bolshevik revolution was the decisive factor in taking the disputes between the

Left and Right wings in the labor movement out of the realm of academic discussion

and bringing them down to the solid soil of practical reality. If it is true that the estab-

lishment of the first successful workers’ state revived and reinforced the undistorted

doctrines of Marx and Engels, then only because it demonstrated in life that far from
being obsolete and applicable only to the middle of the last century, they were the

indispensable weapons of the modern proletarian struggle for emancipation from wage
slavery. The revolution, taking place as it did in a backward agricultural country, under-

scored the fact that the only consistently progressive class in modern world society

is the proletariat. By what the latter accomplished for formerly oppressed racial and
national minorities, and for the peasant millions—freedom and development immea-
surably greater than that ever effected for similar groups by the bourgeoisie even in its

most revolutionary period— it confirmed all previous theoretical affirmation that no
section of the population can free itself and be guaranteed a progressive evolution save

under the leadership of the working class. The October victory brought forward sharply

the tremendous importance of the revolutionary party as the leader of the working
class, without which it is a headless, inchoate mass, condemned to spontaneous but

finally futile assaults upon its class enemy.

In the broader social sense, the contributions of the Bolshevik revolution are equally

deathless. Under a thousand handicaps, it nevertheless refuted the bourgeois canard
that the working class is unable to manage the affairs of society, that the scrubwoman
must wash floors and the banker direct the government because of qualities inherent in

each of them. The veritable torrent of initiative, resourcefulness, talent released from
the midst of the “dark masses” when the revolution broke down even the first few
barriers of traditional class repression, shows that a new Golden Age undreamed of by
Pericles is held in store for humanity under communism. Shut off from the advantages
of world intercourse enjoyed by capitalism, the Soviet state nevertheless e.stablished the

fact that only in a socialist order is security and plenty possible for all; that even in the

transitional period leading to socialism, crises and economic difficulties are due not

to a plethora, to an overproduction of the means of life and comfort which the masses
cannot share—a condition which is the distinguishing mark of capitalism—but to a
shortage in production attendant upon the growing pains of a new order hemmed in

by stifling capitalist walls. With all the vast technical superiority and advantages of
experience on its side, capitalism still is unable to produce in any way but anarchically,

whereas only the working class in power has been able to undertake and carry through
planning in economic life with a success which is grudgingly acknowledged even by
its astonished foes.

—“The Russian Revolution 17 Years After," New International (November 1934)
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dcmic and Imperialist Oppression." WV
No. 970. 3 December 2010).

The U.S. occupation in 2010 was de-

signed to keep desperately poor Haitians

out of the U.S. following the devastating

earthquake and to perpetuate U.S. impe-

rialist domination over the region. The
Democratic Party Obama administration

and the UN special envoy to Haiti, Bill “1

feel your pain" Clinton, provided a “kinder,

gentler” face for bloody U.S. imperialism

in its strangulation of desperately impov-

erished Haiti. In accordance with the racist

ideology of the imperialist rulers, black/

dark-skinned people throughout the world

are viewed as the inherent carriers of dis-

ease, crime and bestiality. On the contrary,

it is the imperialist criminals worldwide,

led by the U.S.. who are monstrous, rapa-

cious beasts. Armed with an international-

ist revolutionary program, class-conscious

workers will struggle to sweep away cap-

italist class rule through world socialist

revolution.

Don A.

On Nestora Salgado
7 September 2014

Comrades:

I found the following .story to be of

interest; not sure if you are aware of it.

The upshot is that it’s ‘legal’ under the

Mexican Constitution for people to form

militias to police and protect themselves

when the central or local government

fails to do so. US support for the Mexican
regime has created narco-capitalist anar-

chy in that country, in which elements of

the state are either engaged in a criminal

enterprise for the federal government (cap-

italist) or for the narcotics shadow organ-

izations (narco). People who have found

themselves at the mercy of either also

discovered that the formal bourgeois laws

mean almost nothing at all in terms of

personal safety or protection, and in some
areas have attempted to form militias.

The attached story concerns a woman
who was part of a people’s militia in rural

Mexico, who was so successful at mobi-

lizing the people to restore order, she

was of course arrested by the ‘legitimate’

police at the behest of the criminal ele-

ments who dominate the area.

In any case. I think the implications are

interesting for revolutionaries—the only

drawback in the Salgado case was that

the militia was not quite massive enough

to actually nullify capitalist power in the

area. In time they may be.

http://www.globaIpost.com/dispatch/news/

regions/americas/mexico/130917/mexican-

woman-vigilante-nestora-salgado-militia-

drug-war

http://www.socialism.eom/drupal-6.8/

?q=node/2863

Fraternally Yours,

Todd B.

WV replies:

To start, we refer our readers to the arti-

cles from our Mexican section on pages 6
and 7: “Mexico; Community Police and

the War on Drugs" and "IG: For ‘Inde-

pendent’ Vigilantism.” The case Todd B.

mentions, that of Nestora Salgado. exem-

plifies the nature of such community
police forces, which do not pose a threat

to capitalist rule, but act as auxiliaries

to the bourgeois slate. As a U.S. citizen

of Mexican origin. Salgado returned to

Mexico and took it upon herself to restore

“law and order" in the face of drug cartel

violence and official corruption in Guer-

rero, and was elected commander of the

community police in the town of Olinald.

As our comrades explain, these armed
indigenous-based militias occasionally

run afoul of the bourgeois state when
their vigilantism is directed against the

authorities and narco gangs. Nestora

Salgado was arrested in August 2013 on

charges of having detained a local sheriff

under somewhat murky circumstances.

Salgado was also indicted for her role in

the kidnapping of several girls in order

to "reeducate" them, no surprise given

her group’s morality policing based on

indigenous, anti-woman “customs and

traditions." (This particular kidnapping

is referred to in “IG: For ‘Independent’

Vigilantism.”)

The second link that Todd B. provides

is to an article by the Freedom Social-

ist Party (FSP). which joins much of the

reformist left in tailing these vigilante

forces. While approvingly referring to a

letter from Salgado’s lawyer stating that

she was “armed and trained with the help

of the governor of her state," the FSP nev-

ertheless hails her for personifying “the

international solidarity and bravery" crit-

ical to survival of “the poor and working

classes. . .throughout our hemisphere." No
doubt in the eyes of the “socialist femi-

nists" of the FSP. the fact that Salgado is

a woman of indigenous origin is sufficient

cause for them to tout her as a proletar-

ian internationalist. But. as an adjunct to

the capitalist state, Nestora Salgado is no
class-war prisoner.!
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People’s Climate March

Toxic Fumes from Eco-Socialists

FloodWallStreet

Eco-socialists pushed bourgeois environmentalist agenda at New York City

events. Top (from right to left): UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, NYC
mayor Bill de Blasio and Al Gore at People’s Climate March, September 21.

Bottom: “Flood Wall Street” rally the next day.

Upwards of 400,000 people wound
iheir way through the streets of New
York City on September 2l in a heavily

stage-managed affair dubbed the People's

Climate March. Coming just prior to yet

another United Nations confab on cli-

mate change, the procession gave pride of

place to Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
and an assortment of bourgeois VIPs.

Organizers, sky-high over the throngs

clamoring for "climate action.” gushed:

"We are moving towards a brighter and

more just future.” Some future. Within 24

hours, the U.S. imperialists were raining

death and destruction on Syria; at home,

killer cops getting started on a busy week

had gunned down two mentally ill men
in separate states. Meanwhile, working

people are still drowning in a sea of debt,

The march did manage to make a mark,

mainly by leaving behind a sizable trail

of litter for sanitation workers to clean up.

Among the hundreds of diverse organ-

izations that lent their names to the

initiative were outfits espousing eco-

socialism, demonstrating once again that

this moniker is shorthand for grafting the

most vapid anti-capitalist verbiage onto

the bourgeois environmentalist agenda.

Demanding climate action, as the eco-

socialists do. is to urge the capitalist

rulers to make some adjustments on

energy-related matters. Genuine Marxists

have an altogether different audience to

set in motion for an altogether different

purpose. That is the working class, the

only force with the potential power and

historic interest to sweep away capitalism

and its many ravages through socialist

revolution.

Standing out among the brood of eco-

socialists at the march was the System

Change Not Climate Change (SCNCC)
coalition. Its activists embraced the “big

tent” event with the zeal of true-green

acolytes, serving on the People's Climate

March Host Committee. When a few rad-

ical liberals in the milieu, such as jour-

nalists Chris Hedges and Arun Gupta,

bemoaned the openly corporate character

of the march, elements in the SCNCC.
centered in the International Socialist

Organization (ISO), rushed to its defense.

The critics did not exactly have to turn

over a lot of rocks to get the dirt on the

main forces behind the march, the lib-

eral activist groups 350.org and Avaaz.

The Rockefellers are well known to have

funneled sizable sums into the coffers of

350.org; ditto billionaire George Soros

and Avaaz (the global counterpart of

his U.S.-based MoveOn.org). These two

Democratic Party stalwart organizations,

with their deep pockets, connections and

market-based schemes to reduce carbon

emissions, are out to fertilize the growth

of green capitalism, although admittedly

Avaaz has other pursuits, such as agitat-

ing for U.S. military intervention first in

Libya and now Syria.

Well aware of the potential for profit-

making. some of the largest companies on

the planet. Big Oil not excluded, issued a

blizzard of climate solidarity statements

pledging more support for renewable

energy and greener supply chains, timed

to coincide with the UN meeting. Al that

gathering, Barack Obama invoked the

march in order to sanctimoniously wag

his finger at China on the need to "answer

the call." Behind such efforts to chastise

Beijing stands the imperialist drive for

counterrevolution in the largest remain-

ing country where capitalist rule has

been overthrown. Meanwhile, the loudest

climate alarm heard in bourgeois circles

over the last month was sounded not by

the parading masses but by Defense Sec-

retary Chuck Hagel. who openly fretted

over the national security threats it posed.

"What puts bankers and hipsters in

the same march?" was the tagline of an

Avaaz-funded ad in NYC subways. Well,

the bankers have visions of the piles of

money to be made and also probably

would not mind something like seawalls

to protect lower Manhattan, Hipsters,

as always, are attracted to fashionable

causes. Many are moved by the countless

dire predictions of the consequences of

a warming world. Whatever the future

holds, one thing is certain. As long as

the capitalist order is not shattered and

replaced with workers rule, the vast

bulk of humanity will be at the mercy of

the drive for profit, which breeds mass

impoverishment and insecurity, threat-

ens ever more outbreaks of war and

runs counter to any attempt to rationally

organize society to deal with the vagaries

of nature.

There certainly is no mystery as to

what put the eco-socialists of the ISO

and its SCNCC umbrella in the march.

In his Socialist Worker (25 September)

riposte "Against the Climate March Cyn-

ics." ISO honcho Paul D’Amato goes

through great contortions to dress up the

demonstration as something more than

continued on page 4

Feds Witchhunt Palestinian Activist

Hands Off Rasmea Odeh!
On November 4. Rasmea Odeh, a 67-

year-old Palestinian activist and associate

director of the Arab American Action Net-

work (AAAN). will be tried in a Detroit

federal court on trumped-up charges of

"immigration fraud" for which she faces

ten years in prison followed by deporta-

tion. The supposed fraud is that, when she

applied for U.S. citizenship in 2004. Odeh

failed to disclose her 1970 frame-up con-

viction by an Israeli military court for her

alleged involvement in planting bombs at

a Jerusalem supermarket and the British

consulate. That conviction was based on

a supposed confession extracted through

vicious torture, including electric shock

and multiple rapes, at the hands of the

Zionist butchers. Odeh, alleged to be a

member of the Popular Front for the Lib-

eration of Palestine, which was deemed a

"terrorist" organization by the U.S., lan-

guished for a decade in Israeli dungeons.

Her prosecution springs out of a "war

on terror” witchhunt against AAAN and

activists associated with the Freedom Road

Socialist Organization. In September 2010,

FBI agents raided the homes of AAAN

executive director Hatem Abudayyeh

and six others. As the Partisan Defense

Committee, a legal and social defense

organization associated with the Sparta-

cist League, noted at the lime: "From its

inception under the Bush administration,

the ‘war on terror,' which initially victim-

ized Arab and Muslim immigrants, set

into motion repressive measures that also

target leftists, trade unionists, and black

people. Now the Obama administration

is escalating these wholesale attacks on

civil liberties with these neo-McCarthyile

raids" (see "Protest FBI Raids on Leftists.

Union Activists!" WV No. 966, 8 October

2010). Ultimately. 26 activists were sub-

poenaed by a federal grand jury investi-

gating charges of "support" to terrorism.

There has not been a single indictment,

but the investigation is being kept open in

order to intimidate the activists.

A year ago. after collecting documents

from the Israeli stale, the Feds arrested

Odeh. In an 18 November 2013 protest let-

ter to U.S. Attorney Barbara McQuade,

the PDC wrote; "Ms. Odeh is being prose-

cuted for being a Palestinian activist. The

object of the Federal Government’s prose-

cution of Ms. Odeh is to make an example

of her and deter not only Palestinians but

any other immigrant who makes it here

from continuing to struggle for their dem-

ocratic rights.” We say: Drop the charges!

Hands offRasmea Odeh!

On August 13. Odeh’s lawyers filed a

motion to dismiss the charges against her

because she has been caught up in a polit-

ically motivated witchhunt. On October 8.

federal judge Gershwin Drain rejected this

motion in a Catch-22 ruling in which he

claimed that Odeh had not offered enough

"specific detail” to show that she is being

targeted, but denied her the discovery she

needs to amass that detailed evidence.

Now the prosecutors are targeting Odeh's

defense committee, accusing AAAN di-

rector Abudayyeh "and his hoard (sic) of

supporters" of threatening to "taint" the

jury pool through their demonstrations

outside the courthouse. On October 16.

the judge ordered the jurors to meet at a

secret off-site location for escort to the

courthouse garage by federal marshals so

that they would "not be exposed to the

Arab American Action Network

Rasmea Odeh

Defendant’s supporters.” The judge also

directed that the city’s noise ordinance be

used to harass protesters and ordered that

Odeh’s supporters not be allowed into the

courtroom wearing "inappropriate attire."

such as "Free Rasmea” T-shirts.

The PDC has signed a statement at

stopfbi.net in support of the right of the

Rasmea Defense Committee and others

to protest against the witchhunt. We urge

trade unions, civil liberties organizations

and others to do the same. Funds are

urgently needed for Odeh's legal defense,

to which the PDC has contributed. Dona-

tions can be mailed to: Committee to Stop

FBI Repression. PO Box 14183. Minneap-

olis, MN 55414.
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Government Out of the Bedroom!

No to Crackdown on Prostitution I

20 December 2013: Protesters rally in Toronto in defense of sex workers.

Canada
The following article originally

appeared in Sparladsl Canada No. 182

(Fall 2014). newspaper of our comrades

ofthe Trotskyist League/Ligue Troiskyste.

In eight years, the Harper Tories

[Conservative Party under Prime Minis-

ter Stephen Harper] have waged war on

pretty much everyone: the old, the young

and the sick, scientists, environmental-

ists. veterans. Mennoniles. Native peo-

ple. Muslims and. always, trade union-

ists. Now it is prostitutes and their clients

who. if the government has its way. are to

spARTAcisT.::::::^

be abolished. Conservative justice min-

ister Peter MacKay introduced Bill C-36

on June 4. snarling that “the purchase

and sale of sex has never been illegal in

Canada. That changes today.” This law

won’t get rid of prostitution, but it will

make it much more dangerous.

In late 2013, after a seven-year legal

battle waged by former sex workers

Terri-Jean Bedford and Valerie Scott, and

Amy Lebovitch, a prostitute, the Supreme

Court struck down Canada’s reactionary

prostitution laws. While prostitution itself

is not illegal in Canada, nearly every

activity associated with it has been. The

bourgeoisie’s hand-picked judges had to

admit that these laws forced sex work-

ers into dangerous situations in order to

avoid arrest and thus violated their con-

stitutional rights. The court gave Ottawa

a year to come up with new legislation.

Bill C-36, the “Protection of Communi-
ties and Exploited Persons Act." is the

Tories’ malignant reply.

Bill C-36 revives and sharpens previ-

ous restrictions against working from the

safer conditions of a home or a brothel

and against "living off the avails,” which

targets people providing security or other

paid services to a prostitute. It bars adver-

tising in print media or on the internet and

makes it a crime to have "communication”

about selling sex anywhere near schools,

playgrounds and daycare centres. Above

all, the very purchase of sex will become

illegal and those convicted will face up

to five years in jail. As Bedford pointed

out, "under the proposed new law a man
will likely have more chance of going to

jail for paying a woman for sex than for

raping her on a date or beating his wife”

(rabble.ca, 20 June).

The Trotskyist League strongly opposes

these measures. We are for the decrim-

inalization of prostitution—paying or

being paid for sex is no crime! Because it

is usually heavily regulated by capitalist

laws, Marxists consider prostitution to be

a “crime without a victim.” like drug use.

gambling, pornography and consensual

sex with minors. In the eyes of the work-

ing class such activities are not crimes

and those who pursue them are not crim-

inals. We oppose all government inter-

ference into people’s sexual lives. Our
guiding principle is that of effective con-

sent. which means mutual agreement and

understanding as opposed to coercion.

The Tories’ Moral Crusaders

The Tories, who have slashed billions

from social programs and caused immeas-

urable harm to poor and working-class

women, have fraudulently promoted Bill

C-36 as a way of protecting victims of

“exploitation.” In this they are backed by

an unholy alliance of right-wing outfits

like REAL Women of Canada and the

feminist groups that make up the Women's

Coalition for the Abolition of Prostitution.

In 20! 1 , as the Bedford case was wind-

ing its way through the legal system, a

lawyer for REAL Women abandoned

even the pretence of concern for the

well-being of prostitutes in his appear-

ance before the Ontario Court of Appeal.

After Ranjan Agarwal called prostitution

“an attack on the fundamental values of

modern Canadian society" that should be

“eradicated” a judge asked if he saw the

risk of violence to sex workers as mere

“collateral damage." The REAL Women
lawyer replied that this would be a "sad

side effect” but that parliament should

“send a signal” through laws aimed at

ending prostitution (National Post, 16

June 2011). Bill C-36 sends that signal

loud and clear.

A central theme of the campaign to sell

this law is the false conflation of prostitu-

tion with "human trafficking” and "mod-

ern slavery.” This is pure sensationalism

conjured up by MacKay and his religious

and feminist allies to whip up support for

their reactionary crusade. Kidnapping,

debt bondage, sexual assault and beatings

are real crimes. But there is a qualitative

distinction between such coercion and the

fundamentally consensual act between a

prostitute and a client to exchange money

for sex. To identify all illegal border cross-

ings and exchanges of sex for money with

“slavery” is to target immigrant women
for state repression. Those ensnared in

the "anti-trafficking” dragnet are more

likely to be jailed and deported than any-

thing. Indeed, anti-trafficking laws are a

key part of the bourgeoisie’s drive against

so-called “illegal” immigrants.

A decade ago, in an article titled

"Anti-Immigrant. Anti-Woman, Anti-Sex:

U.S./UN Crusade Against ‘Sex Traffick-

ing’." we exposed this hysteria as a cyni-

cal and dangerous business because:

"it both legitimizes government perse-

cution of immigrants and invokes state

authority to intervene as moral arbiter

in our most intimate affairs. It bolsters

the anti-sex witchhunt as a whole and
deflects attention from the real violence

perpetrated every day against women
and children under this class system."

—Spartacist [English edition]

No. 58. Spring 2004

Climate...
(continuedfrom page 3}

a one-day street fair, even paraphrasing

an online liberal handbook titled “Why
Protest Events Are Not a Waste of Time.”

Among other things, D'Amato sings the

praises of 350.org and its founder Bill

McKibben for having initiated a series

of protests at a time when a Democrat
sits in the White House and most liberal

organizations refrain from such activity

for fear of rocking the boat. Left unsaid,

those protests, which the ISO habitually

endorses, were designed to stiffen the

resolve of the Obama administration, In

its SCNCC activities, the ISO also closely

collaborates with the small-time capitalist

Green Party, and continues to run candi-

dates on that ticket.

The ISO’s making common cause

with bourgeois elements does not make
the climate march “cynics” right. To the

contrary, they offer the same politics,

only cloaked in somewhat more mili-

tant guise. Chris Hedges, for example,

wrote of the need to “turn from a liberal

agenda of reform to embrace a radical

agenda of revolt” ("The Last Gasp of

Climate Change Liberals,’* truthdig.com.

31 August). What he had in mind was
the next day’s 3.000-strong "Flood Wall

Street" rally, where he helped fire up
activists before they eventually sal down
in civil disobedience for several hours on

cither side of the iconic bronze bull.

Truth be told, there is no dichotomy
between the People's Climate March and

Flood Wall Street; the two are part of

the same political ecosystem. Indeed, the

Occupy-slyle protest to “stop capitalism,

end the climate crisis” simply bore moral

witness to the fat cats and big wigs on the

shortcomings of current bourgeois energy

policy. Hence, the plaudits of NYC mayor

Bill de Blasio afterwards. Environmental-

ism is still bourgeois politics when shorn

of well-oiled PR machines and the active

participation of the bourgeoisie or its paid

representatives.

The centrist Internationalist Group
(IG) intimated otherwise in a leaflet titled

“The Great ‘People’s Climate March’

Scam” that it distributed at the event. The

IG emphatically announced: "The whole

thing is a gigantic scam, a public relations

stunt masquerading as social activism."

What scam? The march was, as advertised

from the outset, an exercise in lobbying

for the environmentalist cause. In a trans-

parent effort to cater to anti-corporate

opinions in the “climate justice” milieu,

the IG borrows heavily from the green

march critics, beginning with the plaint

that it lacked concrete demands. So what?

The entire purpose of climate activism is

to advise the bourgeoisie on how best to

fuel its economy. Tellingly, the pseudo-

Marxist IG offers not a word of criticism

of environmentalism or its eco-socialisi

variant.

In fact, the actual scam is the very idea

of eco-socialism. The main enemy for the

left-wing eco forces is carbon, and implac-

able hostility to fossil fuels is a must;

environmental degradation, especially

that linked to climate change, trumps the

exploitation of man by man and all other

ills of class-divided society. According to

this approach, for humanity to survive,

progressive people must convince world

leaders to shift economies away from car-

bon now. a recipe that inevitably entails

cutting back personal consumption. In

this project, sections of the bourgeoisie

are ready and willing partners.

In contrast, the main enemy for revolu-

tionary socialists is the liny class of capi-

talist exploiters who organize production

to maximize profit, not to meet human
need. Implacable hostility to the U.S. cap-

italist rulers, who have trampled under-

foot working people and the oppressed

the world over, is a must. Environmental

degradation is just one of a host of prob-

lems, many far more pressing, linked to

the workings of the capitalist system:

unemployment, extreme poverty, mass
starvation, uncontrolled epidemics and

imperialist military adventures and con-

quest. to list a few. For humanity to sur-

vive {and thrive), the working class must

seize power and expropriate the bour-

geoisie. which would set the stage for a

flourishing of the productive forces in a

worldwide planned economy and the gen-

eral satisfaction of want.

In putting forward a threadbare anti-

capitalism. the cco-socialists present the

capitalist system as an engine of perpet-

ual growth. Much the opposite is the case.

Anarchic and crisis-ridden, production for

private profit actually is a brake on devel-

opment. The same inherent features of

capitalism that reinforce material scarcity

across the globe are barriers to addressing

climate change on the necessary world

scale. When the workers are running

society, it might prove necessary to har-

ness fossil fuels for a period of time to lift

everyone out of backwardness. Only in the

context of an international socialist econ-

omy that relegates hunger and poverty to

the past can a rational plan be hammered
out to modulate climate change and min-

imize its human toIi.B
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"Production for Profit:

Anarchy and Plunder-
Capitalism and Global Warming"
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Former sex
workers Terri-

Jean Bedford
(center) and
Valerie Scott

(right) at March
2012 press
conference.

We demand full citizenship rights for all

immigrants, and no deportations.

Prohibition Fuels Police
Violence Against Prostitutes

The Tories are keen to lout govern-

ment measures aimed at the so-called

“rescue” of prostitutes. What this will

mean in practice was vividly described

by the Sex Professionals of Canada: “Our
colleagues are arrested, handcuffed, pho-

tographed. fingerprinted, and thrown in

jail. The only way out. without a criminal

record, is to agree to forced ‘re-education’

at one of the ‘exit’ programs.... (Tlhose

who seek to ‘rescue’ us are actually per-

petrators of violence against us" (spoc.ca.

17 December 2013). An American pros-

titute interviewed in the London Econo-

mist captured the danger posed by police:

“Screening for cops [is now) the priority

over screening for rapists, thieves, kid-

nappers” (9 August).

Sure enough, in January, with the

ink barely dry on the Bedford decision,

police in 30 towns and cities across Can-
ada unleashed “Operation Northern Spot-

light.” In the name of cracking down on

“trafficking.” this vicious campaign tar-

geted over 330 women across the coun-

try. "Two or four police officers show

up at the door and demand to see ID.

bombard you with questions then come
in under the pretense of looking for traf-

ficked people,” said Valerie Scott. While

no sex workers appear to have been "res-

cued." there were plenty of lurid head-

lines about “potential sex slaves.”

In Vancouver, where the cops are par-

ticularly notorious for forcing prostitutes

to have sex with them in order to avoid

arrest, the police strategy has for years

been almost identical to the Tories’ pro-

posed new law. Successive "shame the

John” campaigns and outcries against

prostitution have driven desperate pros-

titutes—many of them Native women or

drug addicts—into the most dangerous

parts of the city. One such area is the

Downtown Eastside, where serial killer

Robert Pickton chose most of his vic-

tims. Prostitutes take the brunt of hatred

of women: Pickton targeted these women
because he thought he could gel away

with it. Indeed, police indifference to the

disappearance of dozens of Native and

other women allowed Pickton to carry out

his hideous crimes for as long as he did.

More often than not prostitution is

degrading and exploitative. But prosti-

tutes are not victims of the act of pros-

titution itself. Rather, it is the moral

condemnation, bourgeois hypocrisy and

criminalization that stigmatizes them and

sets them up for violence. As such, pros-

titution dramatically manifests all the

racism, brutality and social inequality of

the bourgeois order,

“Perversion”—Whatever
Peter MacKay Isn’t Into

It is a certainty that whenever the

bourgeoisie launches a moral crusade, it

will be done with the maximum hypoc-

risy. As MacKay vowed to "crack down

on pimps and Johns," he slammed those

who pay for sex as "perverts.” One must

ask. does this include his parliamentary

colleagues? The prostitutes who work

in the Ottawa area are showing great

restraint in their principled refusal to

identify the politicians who seek their

services. As Terri-Jean Bedford, also the

author of Dominatrix on Trial, quipped.

“I am asked if Mr. Harper is still call-

ing me and asking me to accept a job in

the Senate, as a government whip. I had

to tell him to stop calling. 1 could not

accept the job. 1 was afraid I would run

into loo many former clients on Parlia-

ment Hill” (rabble.ca. 20 June).

The drive against prostitution is another

one of the moral panics that the ruling

class regularly whips up against various

expressions of human sexuality, from

pornography to homosexuality and sex

with young people. The purpose of these

crusades is to regiment the population by

fostering fear and ignorance, while bol-

stering the repressive powers of the capi-

talist state. This slate—centrally includ-

ing the cops, courts and prisons—is not

a neutral arbiter, but the instrument for

the suppression of the exploited by the

exploiters. As such it plays a key role in

enforcing the oppression of women (and

youth) alongside organized religion and

the patriarchal family, which remains the

central instrument for the subjugation of

women under capitalism.

Prostitution is closely linked to the

oppression of women, the oldest social

inequality in human history, and its roots

go back to the origins of class society

itself. With the rise of private property

and a patriarchal, property-owning rul-

ing class, monogamy for the woman was

enforced precisely so that the paternity of

the children would be known. The family

is critical for the ruling class to pass on its

property to “legitimate” heirs and to instill

obedience to bourgeois codes of morality.

In his groundbreaking 1884 work. The

Origin of the Family, Private Property,

and the State, Friedrich Engels noted that

the institution of monogamous marriage

was stamped “from the very beginning

with its specific character of monogamy
for the woman only." For centuries, it

was the norm that the daughters of the

ruling class were hawked to the highest

bidder—a crass form of prostitution, as

Engels put it, in which the women rents

out her body not in a piecemeal fashion,

but once and for all. It is the institution of

the family that brings money into sexual

relations.

Sharing the Sheets: Tories,

Feminists and Reformists

Several feminist groups have been

among the loudest champions of the

Tories’ anti-prostitution crusade. Among
them are Vancouver Rape Relief and the

Canadian Association of Elizabeth Fry

Societies. Indeed, in voicing "grave con-

cerns about the exploitation that is inher-

ent in prostitution” and "the social harm

caused by the objectification of the human
body.” the Tory bill made a calculated nod

to feminist sensibilities. This had Van-

couver blogger Meghan Murphy, a self-

described leftist, swooning. "All this kind

of thrills me.” she wrote. "This language

is explicitly feminist in that it names men
as the problem...” (feministcurrent.com.

6 June).

One could not wish for a clearer exam-

ple of the bankruptcy of feminism than

this open embrace of a deeply repressive

anti-woman law. Far from an aberration,

this bloc with bourgeois reaction is typical

of a large section of feminists, who have

for decades lined up behind the bour-

geoisie’s anti-sex witchhunts, from the

anti-porn hysteria to the endless panics

whipped up over supposed "child abuse”

in daycare centres. These feminists pro-

mote themselves as protectors of women
and children, but their remedy is to appeal

to the state for more or stronger laws and

more vigilance by police. In supporting

the forces of capitalist reaction, such fem-

inists serve to shore up the institution of

the family, where much of the real and

terrible damage that is inflicted on youth

and women lakes place.

As for the (social-democratic) New
Democrats (NDP) with their priggish

Christian Fabian roots, they prize bour-

geois respectability above ail else. A 2013

NDP policy convention spiked a proposal

to repeal the prostitution laws. The NDP
has offered a few amendments to the

Tory bill, but will not oppose it. More

honest is Manitoba’s NDP provincial

minister of justice Andrew Swan who
appeared at parliamentary hearings in

Ottawa in July to support the Tory pro-

posal. suggesting amendments to better

protect the new law against challenges

from sex workers!

The Maoist Revolutionary Communist
Party (RCP). which says it is sympathetic

to the plight of prostitutes, calls the Tories’

new law “good news” because it will sup-

posedly "decriminalize women involved in

prostitution” (Partisan, June 2014). Worse

yet, they actually oppose the decriminal-

ization of prostitution as such, an elemen-

tary position for any self-declared Marxist.

They falsely equate the clients of prosti-

tutes with pimps, a layer of social scum
that exists only because prostitution is

criminalized. The RCP’s retrograde views

flow in part from the Stalinist/Maoist glo-

rification of the patriarchal family as a

model, "the building block of socialism.”

At the same time, these self-described

“proletarian feminists” echo their bour-

geois big sisters, claiming that "in the vast

majority of cases” prostitution is insepa-

rable from the “ramifications of human
trafficking” (Partisan, January 2014).

The Proletarian Road to

Women’s Liberation

The Tories' drive against sex workers

has come under fire from various quar-

ters. As the jails overflow with the vic-

tims of Ottawa’s “war on crime,” there

is real unease over criminalizing yet

another section of the population. Many
other feminist organizations have spo-

ken out against the law. So. notably, has

the president of the Ontario wing of the

Canadian Union of Public Employees,

Fred Hahn. In a July 9 National Post op-

ed piece. Hahn called for "full decrimi-

nalization” and declared:

“Trade unions must support the health

and safety of everyone, especially those

working in precarious industries. We
therefore stand in solidarity with sex

workers and all organizations that are

committed to defeating this regressive

and dangerous legislation."

In denouncing the Tories’ reactionary

crusade, we Marxists also say that it is

necessary to fight for the unionization of

prostitutes and for access to quality hous-

ing and education and whatever else they

may need.

Feminism, including its radical, social-

ist or "proletarian" variants, is counter-

posed to Marxism. For feminism, the

main division in society is between men
and women rather than class versus class.

This outlook is shared by the substantial

numbers of feminists who to their credit

oppose the drive against prostitution.

Feminism operates entirely within the

framework of bourgeois rule. It is politi-

cally incapable of resolving the most basic

aspects of women’s oppression because it

is not premised on the destruction of the

capitalist system that is the main source

of women’s oppression today.

The social alienation of a system in

which the vast mass of people have to

sell their labour power to enrich the very

few is compounded by institutionalized

inequalities of race, nationality and sex.

For Marxists, the liberation of women
cannot be separated from the liberation

of all the exploited and oppressed. To

create genuinely free and equal relations

between people in all spheres requires

socialist revolutions worldwide to uproot

the decaying capitalist system and open

the road to the abolition of private

property.

This alone will make possible the

construction of an international collec-

tivized economy based on the highest

level of technology and science, laying

the material basis for replacing the fam-

ily and drawing women fully into social

production. Prostitution and its social

functions will die out only as the Insti-

tution of the family is replaced. This is

also the precondition for the genuine lib-

eration of women. The Trotskyist League/

Ligue irotskyste is dedicated to the task

of building a revolutionary workers party

that can lead the struggle to overthrow the

barbaric rule of capitalism.
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Left: Former “community police" in Michoacdn state, now incorporated into official police force, May 10. Right: Mexican army tries to disarm CRAC
vigilantes in Guerrero state, August 2013.

Self-Defense vs. Vigilantism

Mexico: Community Police

and the War on Drugs

Thefollowing article is translatedfrom
Espartaco No. 38 (June 2013), newspaper

of the Grupo Espartaquista de Mexico,

section of the International Communist
League (Fourth Internationalist).

ESPARTACO
During the last year [2012-13], various

“self-defense" groups or “community po-

lice" have emerged in rural areas, mainly

in the states of Guerrero and Michoac^n.

These groups model themselves after

the Regional Coordinating Committee
of Community Authorities-Community

Police (CRAC) of Guerrero, founded in

1995 by overwhelmingly indigenous com-
munities in Guerrero’s La Montana and

Costa Chica areas. The embrace of such

“alternative security" schemes by nearly all

of the left is rooted in a sub-reformist lib-

eral perspective. Far from fighting for the

destruction of the bourgeois stale through

workers revolution and the building of a

workers state, these leftists seek to paint a

democratic gloss on the bosses’ slate. As
long as capitalism is not overthrown, any

group dedicated to “fighting crime” will

act as an auxiliary of the capitalist state

and will have, in the final analysis, a fun-

damentally reactionary character.

Drug Violence, Misery
and Oppression

The spread of these groups in poor and

mostly rural and indigenous communities

is a desperate response to the violence of

the drug cartels, police/military brutality

under the "war on drugs" and the overall

criminality associated with growing mis-

ery. This "war on drugs"—which as of

last year had cost the lives of some 60,000
people—has nothing to do with "protect-

ing” the population. The police, the army,

the courts and the prisons—the core of

the capitalist state—exist to uphold the

dictatorship of capital. And everybody

knows that the Mexican capitalist slate

apparatus, from the slate ministries down
to the beat cops, is deeply interpenetrated

with the drug cartels. The main goal of

the “war on drugs” is to strengthen the

repressive powers of the capitalist state.

Although the occasional raid on some
big-lime dealer’s mansion might grab the

headlines, the “war on drugs" means sow-

ing terror in the barrios and poor villages

throughout the entire country, from Baja

California to Chiapas and Yucatdn.

In Guerrero over the past 50 years,

the daily brutality of the capitalist slate’s

repressive forces has targeted indigenous

communities, militant teachers and nor-

malistas [teachers-in-training] and vari-

ous leftist guerrilla groups. Historically

dominated by a particularly savage and

retrograde mafia of latifundistas (wealthy

landowners], corrupt bourgeois politicians

and businessmen. Guerrero epitomizes

the race and class bias of backward Mex-
ican capitalism. The over half a million

indigenous people in the slate—Nahuas.

Mixtecs (nuu savi), Tlapanecos (me’phaa).

Amuzgos (suljaa’)—as well as a signifi-

cant black population, live in utmost des-

titution. Neighboring Cochoapa el Grande

and Metlatbnoc, in La Montana, have the

highest percentages of people living in

extreme poverty in the country: 82.6 and

77 percent, respectively. According to

figures from the last decade. 46 percent

of Guerrero’s indigenous people 15 years

of age and older had no income, half the

indigenous population was illiterate and

97 percent of those living in the Montana

had no sewage system. Less than half of

Guerrero’s population had electricity and

96 percent of the indigenous population

had no access to health services. For the

Mexican bourgeoisie, the indigenous

peasants, especially in Guerrero’s Mon-
tana. are simply surplus population. Thus.

the broader context for the emergence of

"self-defense” groups is not just the rela-

tively recent "war on drugs” but also age-

old extreme misery and violence.

Down With Vigilantism!

The desperation of these communities

in the face of a new wave of violence

is understandable. Communists are not

bleeding-heart liberals who preach “Chris-

tian concern” for the downtrodden lumpen

criminals marauding in the streets, killing,

maiming, raping and robbing hapless cit-

izens. However, to patrol territory to hunt

down alleged criminals is not self-defense,

but vigilantism. While we uphold the right

of individuals to genuinely defend them-

selves. we sharply oppose any kind of vig-

ilantism. We do not call upon the working

masses to implement the bosses’ and lati-

fundistas' racist "law and order.”

Ultimately, the solution to out-of-control

crime rates is the abolition of the capital-

ist system that breeds misery and crime.

In the meantime, it is elementary that the

whole population should have access to

firearms, i.e.. not just the rich, cops and

criminals, to protect itself from this odi-

ous and irrational social order. And it is

equally elementary to call for the decrim-

inalization of drugs. By eliminating the

superprofits derived from the illegal and

underground nature of the drug trade,

decriminalization would also reduce

crime and its related social pathologies.

The criminalization of everything drug-

related has given rise to the formation

of brutal mafias. Everyone knows that

thousands of poor peasants throughout

the country plant marijuana and poppies,

which they then sell to the kingpins. How-
ever, for the CRAC community police,

not only planting and selling marijuana

but even consuming it “is a harshly penal-

ized crime" (Marfa Teresa Sierra. “Con-
struyendo seguridad y justicia en los

mdrgenes del Estado: La experiencia de

la policfa comunilaria de Guerrero, Mex-
ico.” August 2010, on the CRAC’s website

policiacomunilaria.org). The group also

punishes the simple possession of drugs

as well as drug addiction.

Autonomy and “Security”

While trying to co-opt the CRAC. the

bourgeois state views it with suspicion.

Although the CRAC collaborates with

the state, it is still an armed group of

indigenous, poor peasants that does not

necessarily function under stale authority.

The community police have arrested ordi-

nary cops who infringe on their territory,

and have mobilized against government
and mining company plans to drive them
off their meager land. More recently,

a section of the CRAC mobilized with

the Guerrero teachers’ union local in the

struggle against the education “reform”

[enacted in 2013|.

The CRAC community police are broad-

ly perceived as a guarantor of regional

autonomy in the face of racist oppression

and constant state abuse, and they seem

AP
Cochoapa el Grande, a town in Guerrero state where over four-fifths of residents
live in extreme poverty.

For the Decriminalization of Drugs!
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IG: For “Independent”
The following article is translated

from Esparlaco No. 41 (June 2014).

newspaper of the Grupo E.ymrtaguista

de Mexico.

A year ago. we published an analysis

of the "self-defense" groups around the

Regional Coordinating Committee of

Community Authorities-Community

Police (CRAC) of Guerrero [see fac-

ing page), in which we denounced the

reformists’ enthusiasm for these “peo-

ple’s security organizations." In that

article, we emphasized our position for

the decriminalization of drugs and for

the right of genuine armed self-defense,

sharply counlerposing our perspective

to that of the "self-defense" groups that

make the "war on drugs" their own by

means of vigilantism. i.e., mobilizing

civilian groups to "fight crime." We
wrote at the time: "As long as capitalism

is not overthrown, any group dedicated

to ‘fighting crime' will act as an auxil-

iary of the capitalist state and will have,

in the final analysis, a fundamentally

reactionary character."

Our straightforward position has pro-

voked the indignation of the International-

ist Group (IG). though with a year’s delay

(see Revolucidn Permanenie No. 4. May
2014). With centrist babble that borders

on schizophrenia, the IG first correctly

denounces the “self-defense” groups of

Michoacdn as those of "the bosses" that

"associate with fascistic Cristeros" (the

1920s reactionary clerical movement]

and maintains that “the Guerrero com-

munity police serve as organs of the

capitalist state." But then they come out

in defense of the self-proclaimed police

against the “arrogant petty-bourgeois”

members of the GEM!
The IG rejects our characterization of

the actions of these “self-defense” groups

as vigilantism. which according to them

is "a bad translation from English."

With this puerile pedantry, the IG tries

to obscure the reactionary purpose of

these groups in order to present them,

after all their supposed leftist verbiage,

as examples of genuine “collective self-

defense.” There is no need to elaborate

on the grotesque Michoac^n forces to

make clear what they’re about. As for the

CRAC community police, even with its

composition of indigenous peasants who
have mobilized on occasion in defense of

their lands, at its nucleus is effectively a

police organization that constantly hunts

down supposed "criminals" (including

drug users and prostitutes). It also relies

on prisons and a "justice" system based

on the inherently misogynist concept of

“customs and traditions."

Here’s a recent example showing the

nature of this group, according to an

account by a CRAC supporter. In June

2013. the CRAC community police

mobilized in search of two young

women who left home without permis-

sion—a clear example of “collective

self-defense"! According to the CRAC,
when the young women were found,

their mothers asked for them to be "re-

Vigilantism
educated” because "the young women
had already stepped beyond their moth-

ers’ authority, coming home very drunk
and very drugged up, and did many
things that such citizens [young women]
shouldn't go around doing" (Los Angeles

Press online. 14 November 2013. quot-

ing a CRAC “commander”). One of

them. Betzab^ Baltazar, together with

a third young woman. Sofia Navar-

reie. both minors, were denounced for

"drug possession" and...“prostitution"!

So the CRAC detained them and sen-

tenced them to "reeducation"—usually

administered by local "chiefs”—and to

"community service" (forced labor). At

the end of June 201 3. the CRAC bragged

about having 77 people in their prisons

{El Sue. 29 June 2013). including "petty

drug dealers” and several supposed

“prostitutes."

The IG is absolutely silent about all

this in order to present the CRAC as a

leftist peasant organization:

"But peasant and indigenous communi-
liev besieged by small armies of drug
traffickers, by landowners eager to lake

away their ancestral lands, by mining
companies that want to exploit their

resources and pollute their environ-
ment. and by military and police forces,

what should they do? The GEM has no
answer. In fact, they completely ignore
the problem."

The IG’s answer is the CRAC. You don’t

have to be a Marxist to take the side of

poor peasants, whether or not they are

part of the CRAC. when they defend

their lands against the state and lati-

fundistas (wealthy landowners). More-
over, as genuine communists we are for

agrarian revolution and the revolution-

ary alliance of the peasantry and the

proletariat, led by a Leninist-Trotskyist

party, in the struggle for sociali.st revo-

lution. It should be more than clear that

“community police" forces have nothing

to do with this perspective.

The only reservation the IG has about

CRAC is its relationship to the state, as

if "independent” vigilantism were any

less reactionary. And the IG goes even

further: “The Internationalist Group
denounces the self-defense groups of

Michoac^n and the community police

forces of Guerrero for being intertwined

with the bourgeois slate, not for resist-

ing attacks perpetrated by the forces

opposed to workers and indigenous peo-

ples* interests.” So. by the IG’s lights,

the Cristero killers led by “Papa Smurf’
and company could play a role in the

interest of the exploited and oppressed

provided that they are “independent" of

the state. As we staled in our last article:

“In the event of u revolutionary up-
surge—a dual-power situation— ethni-

cally integrated workers and poor peas-

ants militias, with recognized authority

among the masses of the barrios and
indigenous villages, would certainly

deal firmly and justly with lumpen
. violence. In the meantime, the ’citi-

zens' security’ schemes are a liberal

fraud that can only divert the working
and oppressed musses away from the

perspective of taking their destiny in

their own hands through proletarian

revolution."

But this is taboo for the IG as they try

to peddle the reactionary chimera of

community police forces "independent”

of the slate.

to have significant support among com-
munities in the region. We oppose any

attack or encroachment on these indige-

nous communities by the bourgeois slate

in its attempts to assert control over the

area. But a regional autonomous police

force—whether official or de facto—is

still a police force subordinated to the

rule of capital.

At the same lime that we demand the

bourgeois state respect the agreements

and orders granting autonomy to some
communities, we do not raise the demand
for autonomy, given that it is ultimately

utopian under capitalism. The autono-

mous regions, with limited rights to the

land, frequently come into conflict with

landowners and prospective industrial

enterprises, as is the case in Guerrero.

What is needed is a workers and peas-

ants government—the dictatorship of the

proletariat supported by the peasantry,

in which workers and peasants would
direct the future of society through .sovi-

ets. or councils. Only such a government

can grant and guarantee true autonomy
for indigenous communities as part of a

conscious and planned effort to elimi-

nate age-old rural misery and the divide

between the city and the countryside.

We understand, more fundamentally,

that the peasantry on its own is inca-

pable of putting forward an alternative

to the capitalist system of exploitation.

The peasantry is a heterogeneous petty-

bourgeois stratum: its objective interests

as a social stratum lie in private owner-

ship of land. As such, the peasantry—and

the pelly-bourgeoisie as a whole—cannot

present its own revolutionary program. It

always trails behind one-of the two funda-

mental classes in society; the proletariat

or the bourgeoisie.

The Left and the Reactionary
Fraud of “Citizens’ Security"

The CRAC embodies the program of

Catholic theologian Javier Sicilia, whose
bourgeois-liberal movement from a few

years ago focused on providing the capital-

ist slate with a "new strategy for citizens’

security" in order to "confront the root

cause of organized crime” (see Espartaco

No. 34. Autumn 2011). And the bulk of

the left tails the liberal bourgeoisie. Just

like back when the pseudo-Trolskyisl Liga

de Trabajadores por el Socialismo (LTS.

League of Workers for Socialism) hailed

Sicilia’s movement as a “great democratic

movement." today it enthuses over the

new "self-defense" groups that it sees as

"people’s security organizations.” which

"directly question the State” (“Sobre las

poliefas comunitarias y los ‘grupos de

aulodefensa’.” Estrategia Obrera, 4 April

2013). On the other hand, the LTS com-
plains that the community police “have

the limitation that they restrict themselves

to the framework of the law."

The fundamental problem with the

CRAC and similar groups is not that

they limit themselves "to the framework
of the law." but that their very reason for

existing is to implement the “law and

order" of the bourgeois slate. It is false

that the community police "directly

question the State"—the only thing these

groups question is the stale’s effective-

ness in "fighting crime.” Even though

the CRAC has had a rocky relationship

with the slate and has denounced com-
peting “self-defense" groups for taking

payment from the government, the fact is

that from the get-go the CRAC has tried

time and again to obtain state patron-

age as an autonomous police force—and

it has often succeeded. In the late ’90s.

Guerrero’s then-interim governor Agu-
irre Rivero handed arms and a vehicle

over to the CRAC (Verdnica Oikidn

Solano, el al.. Movimientos armadas en

Mexico, sigh XX (2008]). A year ago,

as the elected Party of the Democratic

Revolution IPRD] governor Aguirre Riv-

ero enthusiastically praised the CRAC
and promised to deliver over 200 AR-15
assault rifles (which apparently he never

delivered), radios and uniforms {Milenio.

29 May 2012). This year, he gave the

community police a million and a half

pesos (about $110,000], 1.200 uniforms

and four trucks {La Jornada Guerrero.

22 January 2013).

Last April, the teachers union local

formed an alliance with the Tixtia CRAC
that gave rise to the Guerrero Popular

Movement. We oppose this type of bloc:

the CRAC. though it has contradictions

(in fact, there is an overlap between

the CRAC and the teachers union) is a

police-vigilante force entirely alien to

the workers movement. It should be ele-

mentary for the workers movement to

distance itself from organizations whose
express goal is "fighting crime.” But this

alliance provoked a renewed conflict

between the CRAC and the slate. In the

face of this conflict, it was the CRAC
who broke the bloc; a few weeks later.

three out of the four CRAC "Houses of

Justice" disassociated themselves from

the Guerrero Popular Movement and the

teachers union “until new agreements

are made" (La Jornada Guerrero. I May
2013).

Soon after. Governor Aguirre Riv-

ero met with CRAC authorities to mend
fences. The governor declared, in ref-

erence to the failed alliance between

the CRAC and the teachers union, that

“those w'ho want to do politics, let them
go to a political party, but let them not

contaminate the CRAC |which] was
born with noble purposes." Thereupon,

he handed over three ambulances,
announced the construction of four

houses of justice for the CRAC—each at

a cost, he said, of 5.7 million pesos—and

promised: "I'm going to raise your sub-

sidy from 500,000 to a million pesos."

A CRAC coordinator limited himself to

demanding “a security plan with your
government, jointly with the Secretary of

National Defense through the Ninth Mili-

tary Region" {La Jornada. 17 May 2013).

So much for their “directly questioning

the Slate"—and their “refusal" to take

money from the government!

It is noteworthy that the LTS enthuses

over the spread of "new self-defense

groups with more radical methods than

those of the CRAC. who caused the death

of people al their checkpoints." The LTS
explains that “the CRAC has disassoci-

ated itself (from these new groups] by
saying that [those groups] are loyal to the

politics of Aguirre Rivero and may even

be linked to criminal groups." The LTS
concludes; "Without denying the possibil-

ity that these or other groups may eventu-

ally be co-opted, what we see today is that

they are more determined to fend off the

attacks of drug traffickers in their com-
munities." The LTS does not bother to

explain which groups they are referring to

or who was killed. But in any case, their

position is the height of reformist idiocy, a

veiled call for lynchings, and an example
of vicarious bloodthirstiness—something
easy to write from an office in Mexico
City.

Here’s an example of this kind of

"radicalism”: last January, a "Citizens

continued on page H

31 OCTOBER 2014 7



ImperiaMst airstrike on Syrian city of Kobani, October 22.

Reuters

ISIS...
(continuedfrom page 1)

sealed a treacherous alliance with the U.S.

in the battle over Kobani in northern Syria,

acting as the imperialists’ bomb spot-

ters and otherwise coordinating military

movements. The fact that all these forces

are "boots on the ground” for imperial-

ist intervention means that revolutionary

Marxists have a military side with ISIS

when it targets the imperialists and their

proxies, including the Syrian Kurdish

nationalists, the pesh merga, the Baghdad

government and its Shi'ite militias.

In the case of Kobani. on September

16 its predominantly Kurdish population

came under siege by ISIS, forcing more

than 200.000 people to flee across the

border to Turkey. Pitted against ISIS were

the Kurdish Democratic Union Party and

its military wing, the People’s Protection

Committees (YPG), which are affiliated

to the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK)
based in T\irkey. Then in early October

Washington decided to make a stand in

Kobani, with the YPG offering its serv-

ices. The Wall Street Journal (October

21) reported: “A Syrian Kurdish general

in a joint operations center in northern

Iraq delivered daily battlefield intelli-

gence reports to U.S. military planners.”

According to a YPG spokesman, several

Americans and dozens of Europeans are

fighting alongside them in Kobani.

It goes without saying that we inter-

nationalist communists are die-hard ene-

mies of the ultra-reactionary social and

political program of ISIS, whose methods
of rooting out “apostates" amount to mass
slaughter. We condemn communal atroc-

ities on all sides. ISIS is itself the imperi-

alists' creation, having emerged out of the

intercommunal slaughter triggered by the

U.S. occupation. It counts as precursors

those who cut their teeth as jihadis in the

CIA-backed war against the Soviet Union

in Afghanistan in the 1980s. Washington

could very well switch to supporting ISIS

under certain conditions—for example,

against the Assad regime in Syria, which

is decidedly not a part of the U.S. military

alliance despite its best efforts.

But ISIS today is in battle against the

local tools of U.S. imperialism, the main
enemy of the world’s working people. A
setback for the U.S. in Syria might give

pause to Washington in its military adven-

tures, including by encouraging opposition

at home. Such opposition adds to the tin-

der that must be ignited in class struggle

against the capitalist rulers who, in their

quest for ever greater profits, beat down
the workers, black people and immigrants.

We uphold the right of national self-

determination for the Kurdish people, who
are oppressed by the bourgeois regimes in

Iran, Iraq, Syria and TUrkey. However, in

Iraq and Syria today as in Iraq after 2003.

when the Kurdistan Democratic Party and
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan enrolled

as adjuncts of the U.S. occupation, the

nationalist parties have subordinated the

struggle for Kurdish national rights to

their role as imperialist proxies. Cham-
pioning the Kurds in the current conflict

can only mean lending support to imperi-

alist plunder. And their collaboration with

the imperialists is antithetical to the cause

of Kurdish national liberation, which can

only be achieved through the proletarian

overthrow of the four capitalist states in

the region and the forging of a Socialist

Republic of United Kurdistan.

Protests called by Kurdish nationalist

groups in Germany, Australia and else-

where have backed U.S. airstrikes in

Syria and demanded that the imperial-

ists supply the Syrian Kurds with arms.

These calls have been echoed by many
reformist leftists around the world, giving

credence to the "humanitarian” cover for

the imperialist onslaught. Thus, the New
Anti-Capitalist Party in France and some
leaders of the Left Party in Germany (not

to mention the bourgeois German Greens)

have called on their respective capitalist

governments to arm the Kurds in Kobani.

Thousands have also demonstrated at

the PKK’s call in Istanbul and other cities

in Turkey to pressure the Erdogan regime

to militarily support the struggle in Kobani.

More than 30 protesters have been killed

by cops and Islamist thugs. To date. Erdo-

gan has refrained from joining the fragile

U.S.-led coalition that includes Britain.

France and Australia as well as Saudi Ara-

bia and other Near Eastern countries. For

the Turkish government, the main enemies

in Syria are the Assad regime and the

Kurds. Strong-armed by the Obama White

House, Ankara is letting Iraqi pesh merga

transit TUrkey into Kobani, where Erdogan

hopes they will help police the groups

aligned with the PKK.
By selling their souls to the imperialists

as well as to various regional bourgeois

regimes, Kurdish leaders help perpetuate

the divide-and-rule stratagems that inev-

itably inflame communal, national and

religious tensions and serve to reinforce

the oppression of the Kurdish masses. A
glaring example was the murderous U.S.

military assault on the Iraqi city of Falluja

In 2004, in which Kurdish fighters played

a prominent role. Aimed at a largely Sunni

population, the siege of Falluja helped

fuel the rise of the Sunni-based ISIS insur-

gency. Inevitably, the Kurdish people will

again pay for the crimes of their leaders.

The perpetual cycle of wars, occupations

and communal bloodletting in the Near East,

with its promise of more years of slaughter

and devastation, is a glaring demonstration

of the barbarity of the capitalist world order

in which the U.S. rulers hold predominant

power. The goal of Marxists in the belly of

the imperialist beast is to instill In the U.S.

proletariat the understanding that it has the

social power and historic interest to destroy

capitalist-imperialist rule from within,

through socialist revolution. To realize

this task requires forging a revolutionary

workers party committed to the struggle

for workers rule over the entire planet.*

Mexico...
(continuedfrom page 7)

Movement” in Atliaca, Guerrero, killed

a young driver. Benito Garcia Herndn-
dez. who was never proven to have com-
mitted a crime. Garcia Herndndez was
detained at a checkpoint and. according

to these self-styled "community police.”

was killed—with three shots, one to the

temple—because “he tried to escape” (La
Jornada Guerrero, 25 January 2013). A
"radical" fight against "crime." indeed. In

its vigilante zeal, the LTS of course omits

any mention of its formal position for the

"legalization of drugs” from its article.

The Oppression of Women and
“Customs and Traditions”

Favorable writings on the CRAC high-

light the concept of “customs and tradi-

tions” that provides the foundation for

its decisions. According to reports, the

CRAC has implemented a judicial sys-

tem based on “reeducation” in contrast

to the “eye for an eye" of bourgeois “jus-

tice." Perhaps, But this does not preclude

the arbitrariness of its decisions or the

reactionary character of peasant back-

wardness. The concept of "customs and
traditions” includes, among other retro-

grade elements, a tacit endorsement of
the oppression of women as essentially

the property of husbands, fathers or broth-

ers. Whereas the condition of women in

the more advanced capitalist countries

demonstrates the limits of freedom and
social progress under capitalism, in coun-
tries of belated capitalist development
such as Mexico, the acute oppression and
degradation of women is deeply rooted
in precapitalist “tradition” and religious

obscurantism. This oppression reaches

simply grotesque levels in the country-
side, in Cochoapa el Grande. 90 percent

of women arc sold into marriage: in Met-
latdnoc, the figure reaches 40 percent.

According to the PRD municipal pres-

ident of Cochoapa. "the selling of girls

in this community.. ,|iakcs place] by cus-

tom and social consent" (La Jornada. 3

November 2012:
Members of

“community
police” attend
mass in San
Luis Acatlan,
Guerrero state.

December 201 1). And the selling of wives

is not just unique to Guerrero.

Already a few years ago. a women’s
assembly demanded that the CRAC ban
the selling of wives. We do not know
whether the CRAC has accepted this pro-

posal. What we do know is that among the

“offenses" that it punishes with "reeduca-

tion" is “disrespecting parents” (Jesus

Antonio de la Torre Rangel. “Sistema
comunitario de justicia de la Montana de

Guerrero. Una historia actual de derecho
antiguo" [2006], policiacomunitaria.org).

What will the CRAC do when a woman
refuses to be sold, thus “disrespecting” her

parents? What will the CRAC do when a

woman “disrespects” her husband? Adul-

tery. prostitution, abortion? We have no
answers to these questions, but we have
just as few illusions in peasant "justice” as

we have in bourgeois justice. Even accord-

ing to one of the few CRAC apologists

who pays attention to the subject, “com-
munity justice continues to be a justice

that does not provide for, in practice, the

rights of women" (Marfa Teresa Sierra.

“Las mujeres indfgenas ante la justicia

comunitaria. Perspectivas desde lu inier-

culturalidad y los derechos,” Desacatos
No. 31, September-December 2009).

We communists decisively oppose this

concept of “customs and traditions."

which glorifies peasant backwardness.

Revolutionaries are the most consistent

champions of the elementary democratic
rights of women, such as legal, free abor-

tion and “equal pay for equal work." At
the .same time, we understand that the

oppression of women is rooted in the

capitalist system and propagated through
the family, the church and the state. We
fight for the liberation of women through
socialist revolution.

For a Workers and
Peasants Government!

The elimination of rural misery and the
age-old special oppression of indigenous
people requires a socialist revolution that

destroys the bourgeois slate and builds a
stale dedicated to the defense of the pro-
letariat as a new ruling class. It requires
the expropriation of the expropriators for

the economy to no longer be run for the
profits of the few, but rather for the needs
of the many. Because of its relationship
to the means of production, the work-
ing class is the only class with the his-
toric interest and the social power to lead
the oppressed masses in the struggle for
socialist revolution. We Spartacisis fight
to bring this consciousness to the working
class and to forge a Leninisi-Troiskyist
workers parly capable of leading an alli-

ance of the urban industrial proletariat
and the poor peasantry.

But in order for the proletarian revo-

lution to survive when confronted by the

imperialists and to effectively begin to

eliminate poverty in the countryside and
in the city, it is necessary to extend the

revolution internationally, especially to

the colossal power to the north. Only in

the context of an international planned
economy can industrial development
comparable to that of the advanced coun-
tries be achieved. Only in that way can the

isolation of the countryside be stamped
out, and all advances—technological, cul-

tural and other—be made available to the

urban and rural working masses.
In the event of a revolutionary up-

surge—a dual-power situation—ethni-

cally integrated workers and poor peas-
ants militias, with recognized authority
among the masses of the barrios and
indigenous villages, would certainly deal
firmly and justly with lumpen violence.
In the meantime, the “citizens’ security”
schemes are a liberal fraud that can only
divert the working and oppressed masses
away from the perspective of taking their

destiny in their own hands through prole-
tarian revolution.*
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October 2: Cuban doctors and other health care workers, part of mission to

combat Ebola epidemic, unloading medical supplies at airport in Freetown,

Sierra Leone.

Ebola...
(continuedfrom page I)

summed up the situation: “There was no

advance preparedness on what to do with

the patient, there was no protocol, there

was no system.”

That statement graphically describes

the chaos and danger present at Dallas

Presbyterian. When a nurse supervisor

demanded Duncan be moved to an isola-

tion unit, there was resistance from hos-

pital authorities. Hospital personnel as

well as CDC officials moved freely from

the isolation unit into other areas. There

was no mandatory Ebola training before

Duncan was admitted and even after his

positive test the training was limited. For

example, not everyone got hands-on train-

ing with personal protective equipment.

And the protective equipment available

was grossly inadequate, including suits

that left nurses' necks exposed so that

they had to use medical tape to try to

seal the openings. That the infection did

not spread beyond the two nurses (both

of whom have fully recovered) can only

be attributed to the conscientious actions

taken by the nurses and other workers.

The CDC has scrambled to tighten up

their protocols for training and protective

equipment, although huge gaps remain.

One Midwest nurse showed Workers Van-

guard a set of typical guidelines that stale:

“Pul on a mask and gloves and ask patient

to put on mask, gloves, and gown (if

available).” Meanwhile, hands-on train-

ing in the correct use of this specialized

personal protective equipment remains

largely nonexistent. Another nurse said,

“It’s like they think you can learn to ride

a bike by watching YouTtibe videos.”

Management then turns around and

blames workers for safety violations,

including the unsanitary conditions in

hospitals, where patients routinely acquire

infections during their stay. In fact, the

cost-cutting reductions to staffing levels

and nursing ratios are the real source of

the problem in a system where the profit

motive reigns supreme. Hospital staff are

forced to work grueling shifts laden with

responsibilities and not given sufficient

time to scrub up and maintain hygienic

practices. Poorly paid cleaners have to

rush from one infected ward to another.

Organize the Unorganized!

It is not only in the health care industry

that workers are now fearful of contract-

ing Ebola on the job. On October 8. 200

cabin cleaners at New York’s LaGuardia

Airport, locked in a union organizing bat-

tle, went on strike to protest their unsafe

and unsanitary working conditions. For

paltry wages, they’re expected to clean

up all kinds of filth and bodily fluids in

airplanes without the lime to do a proper

job or the equipment to do it safely.

Union control of safety makes all the

difference in ensuring proper conditions

on the job. Health care unions must

demand sufficient staff levels and suffi-

cient time to scrub up and to put on and

remove protective equipment as needed.

The bosses are not about to just grant

such demands, which are part of the fight

for better pay and work conditions. This

requires the class-struggle mobilization of

the unions, including for the crucial task

of organizing the unorganized. But the

NNU and other union bureaucrats betray

the concerns of their members by pushing

reliance on the bosses’ state agencies and

political representatives, primarily the

Democrats.

On October 21. 1199SEIU, the coun-

try’s largest health care union, and sev-

eral hospitals hired the huge Jacob Javils

Center in New York City to host a sup-

posed Ebola training session. Rather than

any hands-on training, though, there were

only talks from government officials and

a demonstration of personal protective

equipment. In fact, this event was just an

opportunity for Democratic mayor Bill de

Blasio and governor Andrew Cuomo to

address thousands of workers two weeks

before the midterm elections.

De Blasio blathered: "We have the

world’s strongest public health system

here in this city and state.” Maybe the rats,

head lice and bed bugs rampant in NYC
can enjoy this sick joke. The rotten slate of

the public health system played a part in

allowing HIV to reach epidemic propor-

tions in the city in the 1980s, along with

anti-gay bigotry and other social reaction.

In his speech. 1 199SEIU president George

Gresham sermonized that being a health

care worker is “a very special gift from

God.” Thai’s all the union misleaders have

to offer: trust in god and the Democrats.

The fight to mobilize the unions to

protect their members as well as patients

must be based on the elementary under-

standing that the interests of labor and

capital are irreconcilably counterposed.

What is needed is a leadership that looks

to the social power of the workers as

against the class-collaborationist view-

point of the trade-union bureaucracy.

Racist Anti-Immigrant Hysteria

Historically, fear of disease has been

a cover for all kinds of prejudice and

discrimination. Today, the few cases of

Ebola in the U.S. have become a political

football, with right-wing yahoos blaming

Obama for bringing this “African” dis-

ease to American shores and calling to

seal the borders. Such calls have fueled

a witchhunt atmosphere against West

Africans. Students from various African

countries have been banned from schools

and colleges. Oretha Bestman-Yates, a

New York health care worker and pres-

ident of the Staten Island Liberian Com-
munity Association, was barred from

returning to work after visiting Liberia in

July, despite having no symptoms more

than 21 days (the incubation period of the

virus) after her trip.

This hysteria was ratcheted up a notch

when Dr. Craig Spencer, who had recently

returned from treating Ebola victims in

Guinea with Doctors Without Borders

(known by its French initials. MSF), tested

positive in NYC on October 23. Spencer

had followed MSF guidelines, including

monitoring his temperature twice a day.

and contacted health services as soon as

he delected a fever. He was immediately

rushed to Bellevue Hospital and placed in

quarantine. His fiancde has been quaran-

tined in the apartment they share.

The next day. Governor Cuomo and

New Jersey Republican governor Chris

Christie announced a mandatory quaran-

tine for all those arriving at New York-

area airports who report having had con-

tact with Ebola victims in West Africa.

This quarantine is an obvious political

maneuver by the two governors. Cuomo
is facing an election next week and his

Republican challenger has called to close

the airports to travelers from West Africa

altogether. For his part. Christie is eyeing

a run for the White House in 2016. The

governors of Illinois and Florida subse-

quently announced their own quarantine

orders.

Unsurprisingly in this irrational cap-

italist society, where every slate issues

its own set of guidelines, the first per-

son quarantined in New Jersey, nurse

Kaci Hickox. was treated like a criminal.

Detained for six hours at Newark air-

port. she was then whisked off to New-

ark’s University Hospital. Although she

tested negative for Ebola and presented

no symptoms, which means she was not

contagious, she was confined to a tent

with a portable toilet and no shower. As

she observed in a CNN interview: “To

put me in prison is just inhumane.” In

response to the public outcry generated

by her accounts of the conditions. Christie

released her after three days.

Mandatory quarantine of non-

symptomalic health care workers has

come under fire from many medical

experts, who fear this policy will deter

volunteers from traveling to West Africa.

An editorial in the New England Journal

ofMedicine (27 October) judged that such

an approach "is not scientifically based, is

unfair and unwise, and will impede essen-

tial efforts to stop these awful outbreaks

of Ebola disease at their source, which is

the only satisfactory goal.” Several times

in recent days, the details of the state

quarantine directives have changed, as

the White House butted heads with the

governors.

The Cuban government has arranged

for its doctors who are combating Ebola

in West Africa to be quarantined before

returning home. There is no shortage of

Cuban volunteers, who receive their full

salary plus a per diem. MSF protocols

differ substantially from what was first

announced by Cuomo and Christie, not

least by encouraging staff members who
have returned to lake three weeks off with

pay to recuperate from their arduous field

work in West Africa. Quarantine of symp-

tomatic individuals is clearly necessary.

even if it impinges on their personal liber-

ties, in the interest of public health. That

also means training and properly equip-

ping the workers who deal with those in

quarantine.

For Socialized Medicine!

The Ebola epidemic in West Africa is

a stark example that the capitalist profit

system is an obstacle to providing the

necessities of life, including health care,

to wide swathes of the globe. Control of

disease is as much a social question as a

scientific one. Under capitalism, the prof-

its of pharmaceutical and insurance com-

panies almost always come before pub-

lic health, which is indelibly imprinted

with the reactionary bigotry of capitalist

society.

The New York Times (October 23) re-

ported that an Ebola vaccine had been

developed and shown to be 100 percent

effective in monkeys nearly a decade ago.

However, it was never tested on humans

because the big pharmaceutical companies

saw no profits to be made from a vaccine

that would mainly save the lives of poor

Africans. If human trials had proceeded

at the time, the vaccine might have been

ready before the outbreak and thousands

of lives saved. With Ebola now infecting a

handful of Americans and Europeans and

the U.S. military a potential customer,

this vaccine and other treatments are

being fast-tracked. The calculations of the

profit-bloated pharmaceutical companies

were captured in a recent headline in the

satirical Onion: “Experts: Ebola Vaccine

at Least 50 White People Away."

The struggle for decent health care

for all must be tied to the fight against

the capitalist system. A hint of what is

possible with socialized medicine based

on a collectivized economy is provided

by the case of Cuba, a bureaucratically

deformed workers state where capital-

ism was overthrown following the 1959

defeat of the U.S.-backed Batista dictator-

ship. Despite poor natural resources and a

suffocating U.S. embargo, Cuba has more

than twice as many physicians per capita

and lower infant mortality than the U.S.

While Washington is sending soldiers

to West Africa. Havana is sending hun-

dreds of medical workers. We stand for

unconditional military defense of Cuba,

for socialist revolution in the U.S. and for

workers political revolution in Cuba to

oust its Stalinist bureaucracy.

For the masses of society to have full

access to the benefits of medical science,

the health care system and the whole

economy must be ripped out of the hands

of the capitalist class through a workers

socialist revolution. The key element in

that fight is a revolutionary party capable

of instilling in the working class the con-

sciousness that it alone has the power and

interest to overthrow the rotten capitalist

system. In a workers America, medicine

for profit will be consigned to a museum
of quackery, alongside exhibits on blood-

letting and faith healers.

Jeff Bachner

October 8: Cabin cleaners at LaGuardia Airport walked off the job to protest

unfair labor practices (ULPs), including being forced to clean bodily fluids

without proper equipment.
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Elections...
(continuedfrom page 12}

whole program of class collaboration,

tying labor to its class enemy and supping

its fighting strength.

As black people continue to be gunned
down by the cops across the country, the

killing of Michael Brown in Ferguson.

Missouri, and the brutal suppression of

protests that followed revealed the real

face of racist capitalist America. A New
York Times (14 September) editorial,

focused on drumming up the Democratic

vote, chastised the town's black residents

for low voter turnout, proclaiming. "The

cost of nonparticipation was a City Coun-

cil wholly unrepresentative of the town s

population." A1 Sharpton and other black

Democrats similarly berated black peo-

ple in Ferguson, sending out the message

that their oppression was their own damn
fault.

Amid the widespread disillusion and

disaffection with the Democratic Party,

a number of reformist groups on the left

have thrown their hats into the ring. Still

flush with excitement over the election

of Socialist Alternative’s (SAlt) Kshama

WV Pholo

August 23: Spartacist placard at

Staten Island protest against cop
killing of Eric Garner.

Philly

Teachers...
(continuedfrom page 12}

repressive apparatus that serves the rule

of the capitalist exploiters.

Union-busting against the teachers is

a bipartisan effort. Appointed by Gover-
nor Corbett, the current SRC chairman.
William Green, is a stock trader as well

as a corporate lawyer who represented

top Fortune 500 companies. Corbett’s

broadside against the teachers was cal-

culated to shore up his losing campaign
for re-election. His unpopularity is in

part due to more than a billion dollars

in cuts he has made to public education.

His challenger. Wolf, is a folksy mod-
erate who has pledged to restore edu-
cation funding and to ensure "account-
ability" of charter schools, the favored
vehicle for siphoning off public monies
into private hands and busting teachers

unions. Democrats running for office

often posture as friends of the working
people, but in office they do the bidding

of the ruling class as do the Republicans.

A Democrat drew up the plans for the

creation of the SRC in 1998. In 2001.

the Democratic mayor worked with the

Republican governor to trigger the SRC
takeover of Philadelphia schools in evi-

dent reprisal for a teachers strike in 2000.

Philadelphia’s current black Democratic
mayor, Michael Nutter, was elected with

Sawant to (he Seattle City Council last

year, they are waging liberal reform cam-
paigns either under their own banner or

by supporting or joining bourgeois third-

party tickets. None of these efforts repre-

sent, even in a partial manner, the inde-

pendent class interests of the proletariat.

V. I. Lenin, leader of the Russian Octo-

ber Revolution, captured the fraud of

capitalist democracy in his 1918 polemic.

The Froleiarian Revolution and the Ren-

egade Kautsky.

"Bourgeois democracy, although a great

historical advance in comparison with
medievalism, always remains, and under
capitalism is bound to remain, restricted,

truncated, false and hypocritical, a para-

dise for the rich and a snare and decep-
tion for the exploited, for the poor,"

It is the means by which the bourgeoisie

disguises its rule with the appearance of

a popular mandate.

There is a crying need for hard class

struggle against (he rapacious capitalist

rulers. However, in the absence of such

struggle and with the working class lack-

ing its own organized political expres-

sion, disaffection can go in many differ-

ent directions, from political apathy to

racist, anti-immigrant scapegoating to

voters once again holding their nose and

voting for the "lesser evil” Democrats.

As revolutionary Marxists, our purpose

is to translate discontent among the toil-

ing masses into an understanding that

the working class needs its own party,

one that champions the cause of all the

exploited and oppressed in the fight for

workers revolution.

Refurbishing Liberal Illusions

In New York. International Socialist

Organization (ISO) member Brian Jones

is running for lieutenant governor on the

small-time capitalist Green Party ticket

headed by the Solidarity group’s Howie
Hawkins. The ISO also endorses civil

rights lawyer Dan Siegel, a bourgeois

politician currently disaffected with the

Democrats, for Oakland mayor. A similar

politician in Chicago, the self-described

socialist Jorge Mujica, is backed by a

coalition of left organizations. SAlt’s Jess

Spear Is running for a seat in the Wash-
ington state legislature.

In no way do any of these campaigns
represent a break from bourgeois politics.

Each puls forward at best a wish list of

liberal measures—$15 minimum wage,

police reform, rent control, increased

taxes for the rich, environmental protec-

tion—variants of which have been ban-

heavy support from the PFT. He holds

sway over a city of deindustrialization

marked by impoverished inner city neigh-

borhoods. segregated and underfunded
schools and crumbling infrastructure

and services. These desperate conditions

are enforced by Philly ’s infamously rac-

ist police force. Nutter is Just one of the

political overseers of a system that has

fewer and fewer decent jobs to offer young
workers, which for the ruling class means
less reason to spend money on education.

This brutal fact stands behind the attacks

on teachers across the country and the

demands that they "share in the sacri-

fice." It points to the need to overthrow
the capitalist system, which cares only for

its profits and throws millions of youth,

especially minorities, on the scrapheap.

Philadelphia is a union town where
sanitation and other city workers have a

history of hard labor struggle. But here

as elsewhere in this country, the rulers

have been emboldened by decades of
union givebacks. The only way forward is

through mobilizing the power of the work-
ing class at the head of all the oppressed
in battle against its class enemy. That
struggle will bring forth the new leader-

ship that the unions require, one based

on working-class independence from the

bosses’ state and their political parties. A
revolutionary party is the indispensable

factor for a successful working-class con-

quest of power, replacing the class rule of

the bourgeoisie by a revolutionary work-

ers government.

Oakland police

arresting
protester at May
Day 2012 rally.

ISO-backed
"independent"
candidate for

mayor, Dan
Siegel, calls

for doubling
number of cops

on the street.

died about by Democratic Party candi-

dates as well. So housebroken are these

"independent" campaigns that they utter

not a peep of opposition to the bombings

of Syria and Iraq or any other depredations

of U.S. imperialism. A particular lowlight

of this electoral season is the support on

the left for the "socialist" candidate for

Milwaukee sheriff (see page ll).

The ISO exemplifies how for the

reformists "independence" from the Dem-
ocrats is little more than a mask that one

can wear or discard as suits the moment.
In backing Siegel, the ISO exalts his "con-

sistent progressive message,” even as it

complains that Siegel has not made his

supposed break with the Democrats cen-

tral to his campaign (socialistworker.org,

21 October). In fact, he only separated

from the Democratic Parly in January,

after falling out with current mayor Jean

Quan. At that lime, Siegel, an attorney

known for representing the family of Alan
Blueford, a victim of racist cop terror,

declared; "I'm not antipolice." He calls

for doubling the number of cops on the

street, i.e.. putting more racist killer cops

in the ghetto, The ISO admits the obvious

point that his policing plan means “more
potentially deadly interactions between
cops and young people of color." Not that

this would stop the ISO’s efforts on behalf

of this "fighter for social justice."

SAlt plays the same game by shining up
the credentials of Vermont senator Ber-

nie Sanders, a self-described "democratic

socialist,” who caucuses with the Dem-
ocrats and votes the Democratic Party

line. SAlt fervently urges Sanders to run

an independent campaign for president

in 2016. Not even the ISO can stomach

Sanders, with his support to Israel’s recent

offensive against the Palestinian people in

Gaza and his votes for the U.S. military

budget. Describing Siegel. Sanders or the

Green Party as "independent" makes it

no more so than sprinkling some juniper

berries in 16 ounces of water gives you a

pint of gin.

Red-White-and-Blue Greens

The role of the Green Party is no differ-

ent than that of other "progressive" third

parties historically: to channel the discon-

tented back into the fold of (he Democrats.

The ISO/Green campaign in New York

State is entirely compatible with Demo-
cratic politics. A Hawkins campaign press

statement of October 23 trumpets endorse-

ments from NYC Democratic Parly out-

fits like (he Downtown Independent Dem-
ocrats. who staled. "Howie Hawkins and

Brian Jones are aligned with the Demo-
cratic values we support."

The campaign also boasts of the en-

dorsement from the “venerable" Village

Independent Democrats (VID). the first

lime this group has supported a third-

party candidate. Hawkins/Jones pay spe-

cial homage to the VID as "best known"
for “starting Ed Koch’s political career."

As mayor, Koch was a voice of while

petty-bourgeois rage against black peo-

ple and labor. The Koch years laid a trail

of horrors, beginning with the legions of

black people killed by the cops—among
them 67-year-old Eleanor Bumpurs and
25-year-old artist Michael Stewart. For
Koch, the high point of his tenure was
strong-arming labor during the eleven-

Spartacus Youth Club Events

BAY AREA
Thursday, November 6, 7:30 p.m.

Contradictions of the
Civil Rights Movement

SFSU. Cesar Chavez Student Center
Room T-153

Information and readings:

(510) B39-0651 • sycbayarea@fa$(mail.net

CHICAGO
Wednesday, November 12,

4:30 p.m.

Imperialism: The Highest
Stage of Capitalism
University of Illinois-Chicago

Addams Hall. 2nd Floor. Room 200
830 S. Halsted Street

(Take Blue Line to UlC-Halsted)

Information and readings:

(312) 563-0441 • chicagosyc@sbcglobal.net

LOS ANGELES
Wednesday, November 5, 7:00 p.m.

The Communist Manifesto
UCLA, Kerckhoff Hall. Room 152

Information and readings:

(213) 360-8239 slsycla@sbcglobal.net

Visit the ICL Website:

www.icl-fi.org

NEW YORK CITY

Tuesday, November 4, 7 p.m.

Imperialism: The Highest
Stage of Capitalism
City College of New York

NAC Rm. 1/209
138th St. and Amsterdam Avenue

(Take #1 tram to 137th St -City College)

Information and readings:

(212) 267-1025 • nysl@tiac.net

TORONTO
Thursday, November 20, 7 p.m.

From Marikana Miners to
B.C. Port Truckers

—

The Social Power of the
Working Class

University of Toronto
Sidney Smith Hall, Room 2114

100 St. George Street

Information and readings.

(416) 593-4138 • spartcan@on.aibn.com

VANCOUVER
Wednesday, November 5, 6:30 p.m.

1917*1992: The Rise and Fall

of the Soviet Union

The Fight for New October
Revolutions

Untversily of British Columbia
Irving Barber Learning Centre, Rm. 315
Information and readings. (604) 687-0353
lrotskyist_vancouver@shawcable.com
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Plumbing the Depths in Milwaukee

Reformists Say: Support Your “Socialist” Sheriff
A host ofphony socialists have climbed

aboard Angela Walker’s bandwagon as

she runs for sheriff of Milwaukee, Wis-

consin. Walker is a self-proclaimed “free

range socialist,” a former bus driver

turned legislative lobbyist for Amal-

gamated Transit Union Local 998. Her

opponent, who like Walker is black, is

the incumbent sheriff David Clarke. A
right-wing Democrat, Clarke is a Tea

Party favorite with backing from the

Koch Brothers among others.

The duties of sheriff, the top law

enforcement official in the county,

include overseeing police “services”

such as drug enforcement, evictions

and running the jails. For Marxists, it is

unprincipled to give even the most criti-

cal of support to any candidate running

for an office that has as its exclusive

responsibility wielding the repressive

powers of the capitalist slate, such as

sheriff or district attorney. One need not

pore over the texts of Marx and Lenin

to have a gut feeling of revulsion at the

thought of either running for such a post

or supporting anyone doing so. Black

youth are being gunned down by cops

around the country; poor and working

people are being evicted from their

homes; the black and Latino popula-

tion of the prisons has reached historic

levels.

None of this is an obstacle for Walk-

er’s ostensibly socialist backers, includ-

ing the Socialist Party USA, Freedom

Road Socialist Organization, the Inter-

national Socialist Organization and

Solidarity. Their shared program of

seeking to reform the capitalist system

led them right into campaigning for a

would-be top cop. Walker herself has

made quite clear that she intends to

carry out the duties of the office. As she

explained in an interview published in

Solidarity (18 June), she wants to pro-

mote “greater cooperation” between the

sheriff, the county board and the police

department.

Solidarity (24 September) gushes

about all the nifty things this “socialist

sheriff’ could do in cahoots with the

small-time capitalist Green Parly can-

didate for state treasurer with whom she

is campaigning. Walker would "refuse

to aid banks in forcing foreclosed home-

owners out of their homes,” invoke a

local ordinance allowing the sheriff’s

office “to refrain from enforcing ICE
sweeps against immigrant workers” and

not “waste resources” on locking up pot

smokers. You surely need to be in some

kind of altered state to buy into the

reformist pipe dream that the “people”

can take over the instruments of their

repression and wield them for their

own purposes. The fake socialists, who
make a practice of calling for "com-

munity control” of the cops and other

bogus schemes to cleanse the criminal

justice system of the racism endemic to

American capitalist society, have man-

aged to outdo themselves here.

As Solidarity proudly notes, if elected.

Walker would be the fifth "socialist"

sheriff in Milwaukee’s history. The
previous four came out of the tradition

of the “sewer socialists,” Victor Berg-

er’s Milwaukee section within the right

wing of the Socialist Party, beginning at

the end of the 19th century. The openly

white-supremacist Berger promoted a

program of municipal reform—from

equitable taxation to belter sewer sys-

tems—promising to usher in “honest”

government while administering racist

capitalist oppression.

Revolutionary leader Leon Trotsky

put it bluntly: “The worker who becomes

a policeman in the service of the cap-

italist state, is a bourgeois cop, not a

worker.” Ditto the sheriff. When min-

ers used to sing the old labor anthem

“Which Side Are You On?”, the ques-

tion was not directed at the cops. The
armed bodies of men who comprise the

core of the capitalist state—the cops,

courts, prisons and military—cannot be

reformed but must be smashed through

victorious workers revolution.

day transit strike in 1980, during which

he was conspicuous in whipping up racist

animosity against the heavily black and

immigrant transit workers union.

It is no skin off the Democrats’ nose

to salute the Green campaign. The Green

Party program to which the ISO has

signed on calls to “repair the plummeting

opinion of the United States” abroad and

bemoans the “grave imbalance” between

U.S. citizens and- their rulers for creating

“an imminent danger to our security and

national and global social stability.” The

Green “alternative” is for the ravages of

U.S. imperialism to be adorned by the

blue helmets of the United Nations, a den

of imperialist thieves, their accomplices

and their victims. Its program baldly

declares, “The U.S. is obligated to render

military assistance or service under U.N.

command to enforce U.N. Security Coun-

cil resolutions.” Washington agrees. It was

under a UN resolution that the starvation

sanctions were enforced against Saddam
Hussein’s Iraq in the 1990s and the U.S.

and British invaders were recognized in

2003 as “occupying powers.”

Any radical youth possibly attracted to

the Hawkins/Jones ticket should consider

its support from Ralph Nader, the key-

note speaker at a recent campaign rally.

Nader’s current shtick is to bring together

the Tea Party with the left against the

"two-party tyranny.” Well, he has support

from the left, including the ISO and SAlt,

which both backed his presidential candi-

dacies in 2000 and 2004. As for the right,

Nader openly embraces virulently racist.

SPW^llTlSl

Reuters

Vermont’s Bernle Sanders (second from left) poses with Democratic chums,
November 2006. Reformists appeal to this “independent,” a member of Sen-

ate Democratic caucus, to run for president in 2016.

homophobic, anti-abortion Tea Parly nuts

as “authentic libertarian conservatives.”

Class vs. Class

We oppose on principle support to any

capitalist party and stand for the complete

political independence of the working

class. We recognize that there are times

when the intervention of revolutionaries

into the parliamentary/electoral arena can

provide a useful platform to put forward

the Marxist program. This can include

the revolutionary parly standing its own
candidates for legislative office and/or

offering critical support to working-class

Thirt InttmattoMl Conterenc* *t Uit ICl

Declaration of Principles and

Some Elements of Program

IfrttmatMtf C*mm»rn U*iM lf—1* I-UimMmHBI

On the OrlolB* OnwIopmMt ol LtnlnW

Oiganlutlonal Practices

Organizational Rules

and Guidelines

rwin9« ana Niwanwt
»**”‘“**

For a Worker* Party
mat Fight* for a Workan Oovommont!

For Socialist Revolution

in tile Bastion

of Worid imperialism!

Organizational Rules amt 6uldelines
of the Spartacisl LeagueAl.S.

Opponents of the Revolutionarv
Intemetioneitst Worktrs Movement

$2 (48 pages) $2 (40 pages)

Make checks payable/mail to:

Spartacist Publishing Company, Box 1377 GPO, New York, NY 101 16

organizations that draw even a crude class

line. The misnamed “independent” cam-

paigns championed by the fake socialists

merit plenty of criticism—but no support.

All of the current left campaigns cloak

themselves in the short-lived Occupy
movement’s mantra the “99 percent” ver-

sus the “! percent,” a false construct that

promotes the myth that everyone from the

unemployed, shopkeepers, students and

the police to wage workers share common
interests. Predictably, as the 2012 presi-

dential elections neared, the amorphous

populist movement, which was wedded to

pressuring the government for piecemeal

reforms, in the main ended up occupy-

ing the Democrats’ campaign to re-elect

Obama.
We start from the Marxist understand-
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ing that society is divided into two main

classes. The bourgeoisie is the liny group

of families that owns the banks, indus-

try, mines, newspapers, telecommunica-

tions; the proletariat is the large section

of society that must sell its labor power to

the capitalists in order to live. The labor

of the working class creates the profits

pocketed by the obscenely rich owners.

The interests of these two classes are dia-

metrically counterposed—they cannot

be reconciled. Social gains and political

reforms that have benefited workers and

the oppressed were not won through the

ballot or in the courtroom, but were the

product of tumultuous class and social

struggle. By the same token, the capitalist

rulers will seek to dismantle these gains,

which must be defended by class-struggle

methods.

The revolutionary workers party that

must be built in this country will be

forged through combating the illusion that

the exploited and oppressed can advance

their causes through reform of the capi-

talist state, including through the agency

of capitalist third parties. As Bolshevik

leader V.I. Lenin wrote in his 1912 arti-

cle “The Results and Significance of the

U.S. Presidential Elections" concerning

the bourgeois Bull Moose progressives of

Theodore Roosevelt;

“We shall save capitalism by reforms,

says that party. We shall grant the most
progressive factory legislation. We shall

establish state control over all the trusts

(in the U.S.A. that means over all indus-

tries!). We shall establish state control

over them to eliminate poverty and
enable everybody to earn a ‘decent’ wage.
We shall establish ‘social and industrial

justice.’ We revere all reforms—the only

'reform' we don’t want is expropriation of
the capitalists!" m
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Labor Tops Derail Anger, Promote Democrats

Government Junks Philly Teachers Contract

Michael Bryant

October 16: Philly students and teachers protest move by School Reform
Commission to void teachers contract.

Defend the Unions

Through Class Struggle

!

In a move aimed at crippling the Phil-

adelphia teachers union, the state School

Reform Commission (SRC) that runs

Philly schools voted 5-0 on October 6 to

rip up the union contract. For 2l months

the SRC had dragged out negotiations with

the Philadelphia Federation of Teachers

(PFT), which represents 16,000 public

school teachers and support staff, seeking

to squeeze deeper concessions than the

compliant PFT lops had already volun-

teered. The state board, which has run the

local school system since 2001, expects to

save $50 million it pays into the union-run

health care plan and force teachers to pay

hefty premiums (up to $200 a month for

some) for an inferior plan. Every public

workers union contract in Pennsylvania

will be on the chopping block if the SRC
gets away with nullifying a collective bar-

gaining agreement by fiat.

Many parents and students as well as

teachers and the city’s unions were furious

over the SRC action, the latest offensive in

a nationwide war against teachers unions.

The decision was termed an “ambush"
after the supposedly public hearing was
held virtually unannounced. By its own
reckoning, the board had already closed

31 schools in a district where half the stu-

dents are black and most are poor, shed-

ding librarians, nurses and music teachers

and cutting basic education to the bone.

Others put the number of closed schools

much higher, with the jobs of more than

4,000 unionized custodians, bus drivers

and cafeteria workers being axed in the

last couple of years.

In the days following the cancellation

of the contract, protests culminated in a

3,000-strong PfT'-led demonstration at

rush hour on October 16 that shut down
North Broad Street, the city’s main artery.

Protesters then filed into school district

headquarters and packed the first SRC
meeting held since its salvo against the

teachers. Earlier, students at several high

schools had walked out of school in

protest.

The SRC’s attempt to tear up the con-

tract with the union is outrageous enough
to have prompted the city’s union tops

to hold two meetings at the Interna-

tional Brotherhood of Electrical Workers

(IBEW) Local 98 hall where they mooted

the possibility of a one-day general strike.

According to the Philadelphia Inquirer

(16 October). “Labor leaders debated the

wisdom of asking members of all area

unions—laborers, electricians, commu-
nications workers, janitors, nurses, bus

drivers, city employees—to walk off

their jobs to protest the SRC’s decision.’’

But PFT president Jerry Jordan "told the

group that he wanted to exhaust legal

remedies first.”

Shelving the strike weapon, the

union officials decided to dedicate their

efforts to voting out Republican gov-

ernor Tom Corbett on November 4 in

favor of Democrat Tom Wolf—the same
class-collaborationist strategy of looking

for friendly capitalist politicians that has

crippled the labor movement. The big

October 16 rally was filled with signs call-

ing to vote for Wolf and “Crush Corbett.”

But even the talk of a general strike

made people take notice. On October

20, the teachers union won a temporary

injunction in Common Pleas court block-

ing the SRC from scrapping its contract,

which remains in effect. But this settles

nothing. Solidarity in action from the city

union movement must be brought to bear

in defense of the teachers, who are for-

bidden to strike by the same state laws

that imposed SRC control on Philadelphia

schools and whose pay has been frozen

since August 2013. The union bureau-

crats who debated calling a citywide

strike know that such hard class struggle

would entail a head-on collision with not

only the Republican state house but also

the Democratic Philadelphia city admin-
istration. It also means going up against

the courts, which like the cops and pris-

ons are a core component of the slate

continued on page 10
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Fake-Socialist Clowns'

and the Bourgeois

Electoral Circus
Many may not have noticed, but next

week elections will be taking place across

the country. With surprising perception.

New York Times columnist David Brooks
captured the population’s mood; “Giddy
with disinterest. Tingling with uncon-
scious ennui. Quivering with apathy."

With good reason. The "hope and
change” promised by Barack Obama
that drew millions of disaffected blacks.

Latinos and youth to the polls six years
ago—the prospect of ending the occu-
pations of Afghanistan and Iraq, closing

the Guantdnamo torture chamber and
improving the living standards of working
people—has proven to be less than hol-

low. The U.S. has embarked on yet another
imperialist assault in the Near East,

Guantanamo thrives, repression and sur-

veillance under the “war on terror" have

fresh legs. Workers and the poor continue

to get ground down despite the “great

recovery.” Millions across the country are

scrambling to get by, one paycheck ahead
of eviction, often working two or three

jobs to make ends meet, standing in lines

of thousands at job fairs offering employ-
ment for a hundred at most. And once
again they are offered the chance to select

between the two parties of capital. Dem-
ocratic and Republican, that oversee their

misery. The Republican candidates openly

revel in their pain, hoping to seal greater

electoral victories by disenfranchising

poor and black people through voter ID
laws. The Democrats, who pretend to be

different, also carry out anti-labor, anti-

black. anti-immigrant programs.

JONI.S

ly ,, 1. ^ HawkinsfOfNYGovernc
Kneeling to the Greens: International Socialist Organization’s Brian done
running for New York lieutenant governor on capitalist Green Party ticket
Brooklyn, September 1.

Obama’s job approval rating is around

40 percent, while for Congress it is a mere
12 percent. Even the usual election bur-

lesque has fallen short this time around.
No “legitimate rape" quips from Repub-
lican anti-abortion crazies, no railing

against Obamacare “death panels.” This
lime, the Republicans have launched an
ad campaign claiming that they “are peo-
ple too” with slogans like “Republicans
are Black." “Republicans Recycle" and
“Republicans Have Feelings." As for the

Democrats, besides keeping the president

away, their candidates’ main election strat-

egy is to declare: “I’m not the other guy.”

Most people couldn’t care less whether
the Democrats maintain control of the

Senate, which is the main issue on tap.

Not so the AFL-CIO tops and other pre-

capitalist labor statesmen who yet again
are stumping for the Democrats. The
union bureaucrats’ lie that the Democrats
are “friends of labor” is central to their

continued on page 10
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Down With U.S. War Against ISIS!

Airstrike on Syrian city of Kobani, October 29. Kurdish forces on the ground
are acting as spotters for U.S. imperialist air assault.

In his press conference ihe day after

the midterm elections. President Barack

Obama slated that he would seek Congres-

sional authorization for his war against

ISIS in Iraq and Syria, three months after

the U.S. imperialists started their bombing

campaign against those reactionary Islam-

ists. TWo days later came the announce-

ment that 1,500 American troops would

soon be sent to Iraq, doubling the number

of military "advisers” there. The insis-

tence by the White House that there will

be no U.S. "boots on the ground” to carry

out the war against ISIS is sounding thin-

ner by the day.

For the moment, the Obama administra-

tion continues to rely on bombing attacks

and local proxies on the ground. In the bat-

tle for the predominantly Kurdish city of

Kobani in northern Syria, the U.S. has car-

ried out airstrikes against ISIS and dropped

arms and other supplies to fighters, mainly

from the People's Protection Committees

(YPG). The YPG—the military wing

of the Democratic Union Party (PYD),

which is allied to the nationalist Kurdistan

Workers Party (PKK) based in TUrkey—is

acting as both ground troops and spotters

for the U.S. imperialists. YPG spokesman

Polat Can described how a member of his

organization in the joint operation com-
mand center transmits the coordinates for

bomb attacks provided by YPG forces on

site (civiroglu.net. 14 October).

The acceleration of U.S. “mission creep”

in Iraq and Syria underscores the need for

cla.ss-conscious workers everywhere, par-

ticularly in the U.S., to oppose the war

against ISIS and all other imperialist

depredations. Cynically carried out in

the name of humanitarian assistance to

the Yazidis. the Syrian Kurds and other

victims of the ISIS cutthroats, the impe-

rialist onslaught is aimed at reinforcing

the U.S. hold over the Near East. The

U.S.-led "coalition” hodgepodge includes

Saudi Arabia and Qatar, which have been

among the main financial backers of ISIS,

as well as other Persian Gulf monarchies.

The public beheadings by ISIS shocked

Americans, feeding into support for the

bombing campaign. Not as publicized in

the U.S. capitalist media are the numerous

beheadings carried out by Washington’s

Saudi allies, who execute people con-

victed of homosexuality, adultery, blas-

phemy, apostasy and sorcery.

In Kobani, the PKK-allied forces have

tied the fortunes of the oppressed Kurd-

ish population to U.S. imperialism’s war

against ISIS. They are Joined in this effort

by Iraqi government forces and the Kurd-

ish pesh merga of northern Iraq, who are

conducting joint military operations with

the U.S.. just as they did during the Amer-

ican occupation of Iraq. As we stated

last issue, "The fact that all these forces

are ‘boots on the ground’ for imperial-

ist intervention means that revolutionary

Marxists have a military side with ISIS

when it targets the imperialists and their

proxies” (WV No. 1055,31 October).

We are implacable opponents of the

ultra-reactionary political and social pro-

gram of ISIS, and we condemn communal
alrocitie.s on all sides. Prior to the U.S. mili-

tary intervention, we insisted that the inter-

national proletariat must take no side in

the raft of interethnic and inter-communal

conflicts in the region, which are in no

small part the legacy of imperialist subju-

gation. Where the working clas.s must lake

a side is in opposition to the imperialists

and their lackeys in Iraq and Syria.

Our military side with ISIS against the

U.S.-led coalition and its local adjuncts

today flows from our understanding that

It is the imperialists who are the main

enemy of the working people in the U.S.

and the Near East. In its quest for profit

and domination, the U.S. ruling class has

slaughtered millions upon millions and

constantly wreaked havoc around the

world. In other circumstances, ISIS might

well act as an agency of the imperialists,

as its forebears did in the CIA-backed

mujahedin war against the Soviet Union

in Afghanistan. More recently. U.S. back-

ing for the opposition to Syria’s Assad

regime in the early part of that country’s

civil war gave much encouragement to

Islamic fundamentalist forces, including

what would become ISIS.

Laying the cards on the table, a New
York Times (23 October) editorial titled

"Why Kobani Must Be Saved" noted that

the Kurdish town, "once dismissed as in-

consequential by American command-
ers,” had become a test of the Obama
administration’s strategy of airstrikes

combined with reliance on local ground

forces. "A setback in Kobani.” the Times

declared, "would show the fragility of the

American plan and hand the Islamic State

an important victory.”

From the point of view of the interna-

tional proletariat, a defeat of U.S.-backed

forces in Kobani could throw a monkey
wrench into imperialist designs for the

region. It could also promote opposition

domestically, where despite the uptick in

support for the anti-lSIS campaign work-

ing people remain war-weary. Ground
down by years of economic crisis, with

a "recovery" that has overwhelmingly

benefited the rich, much of the Ameri-

can population is distrustful of and dis-

affected from the government, including

over its shredding of the right to privacy

and other democratic rights under the

rubric of the “war on terror.” We Marx-

ists aim to turn such disillusionment and

anger into class struggle against the cap-

italist rulers at home. It is through such

struggle that the proletariat must be won
to the program of socialist revolution to

destroy the imperialist beast from within.

Kurdish Nationalists' Ties

to Imperiaiisni

The PKK leadership’s current alliance

with the U.S. is only the latest in a long

history of maneuvers by bourgeois and

continued on page 10

June 24: U.S.

Secretary of State
John Kerry with

Iraqi Kurdish
leader Massoud

BarzanI In Erbil, a
week after White

House started

dispatching
troops back

into Iraq.



Defend Boston School Bus
Union Leaders!

Workers World

October 6: Boston school bus union leader Stevan Kirschbaum addresses
rally after drivers and supporters packed courtroom for his hearing.

On November 24. Boston school bus

union leader Stevan Kirschbaum will face

trial on bogus felony charges of assault

and battery with a dangerous weapon, as

well as trespassing. This blatant attempt

at a frame-up by state authorities acting at

the behest of the employer, Veolia Trans-

portation. recently renamed Transdev, is

part of a concerted effort to break the

back of the drivers’ union. United Steel

Workers (USW) Local 8751. Ever since

the school district tapped it to start oper-

ating the bus system in July 2013. Trans-

dev has lived up to its reputation and

embarked on a union-busting campaign,

from imposing new work rules and harsh

discipline to cheating drivers out of pay.

Now the company wants to write these

new terms of exploitation into the union

contract. We demand: Drop the charges

against Kirschbaum!

Transdev’s assault on the union came

to a head on October 8 last year when
management refused to meet with Local

8751 reps and locked out the workers,

who responded with pickets at all four

bus yards. After bringing in police to

help clear the yards, management agreed

to sit down with the union. The next day.

with drivers back on their routes. Trans-

dev refused to budge in those talks. In

retaliation for the brief job action, it then

moved to weaken the union by firing

Local 8751 grievance committee chair-

man Kirschbaum. vice president Steve

Gillis. recording secretary Andre Fran-

cois and shop steward Garry Murchison.

A fifth worker, steward Richard Lynch,

was suspended but not fired. Reinstate

the school bus drivers!

In an act of solidarity with their victim-

ized brothers, Local 8751 members elected

Kirschbaum and the other fired workers

to the union committee negotiating a new

contract with Transdev. At the conclusion

of a union rally at the Freeport bus yard on

the day the contract expired. June 30, the

workers and their supporters went to the

break room for a briefing on the contract

battle. When a member of management
tried to block the doorway with a table,

it was allegedly shoved against her legs.

This supposed assault with a “dangerous

weapon” is what the Boston prosecutor is

now trying to pin on Kirschbaum.

Hundreds of the heavily Haitian and

Cape Verdean drivers in Local 8751 and

their supporters packed a Dorchester court-

room for Kirschbaum’s pre-trial hearing on

October 6, at which two charges (breaking

and entering and destruction of property)

were dismissed. Importantly, a number of

other unions in Boston and beyond have

expressed support for the “School Bus 5.”

with some of these union members turning

out to the court. The attacks on the poorly

paid school bus drivers are representa-

tive of what the bosses have served up to

labor across the country, not least in public

education. The government agency over-

seeing the Philadelphia schools moved
to junk the teachers’ contract last month;

unionized school bus drivers and matrons

in New York City were stripped of job

protections, provoking a bitter strike in

2013 that was sold out after one month.

Kirschbaum’s supporters, including the

Workers World Party (WWP), are calling

to pack the courtroom again on November

24. An injury to one is an injury to all!

Standing behind Transdev, the school

board and city officials are gunning for

Local 8751. Early last year, shortly before

giving that employer contrpl over its bus

fleet. Boston Public Schools scrapped

the last remnants of a busing plan first

imposed in 1974 under a federal court

desegregation order. The racist contempt

that the city rulers have for the member-
ship of Local 8751 is matched only by

their animus toward the students in the

public schools, a full 75 percent of whom
are black or Latino.

In the name of cost savings, the notion

of busing kids across town to achieve inte-

gration is entirely out the window, and

with it the jobs of the bus drivers, whose

union was forged in the struggles to inte-

grate Boston public schools four decades

ago. School bus service was ended earlier

this year for eighth-graders, who were

given MBTA transit passes instead, with

the school board planning to extend this

program to sixth- and seventh-graders.

The local NAACP president denounced

the cutback in bus service, expressing

fears that it “will only serve to further

separate our children into racially iso-

lated schools as families opt to keep

their students close to home rather than

send them on the T" {Boston Globe. 18

June). Here is a graphic example of how
labor rights and black rights are bound

together.

The 1974 busing plan was effectively

killed long ago by the one-two punch of

howling racists in the streets and. later,

liberals in Congress who made cer-

tain that black youth were not bused to

the comparatively privileged suburban

schools (see article in WV No. 921. 26

September 2008). The Spartacist League
actively intervened in the Boston bus-

ing crisis, agitating for mass, integrated

labor/black defense guards to protect the

black children. We also called for low-

rent, racially integrated public housing;

for quality, integrated education for all

and for the implementation of the mini-

mal measure of busing and its extension

to the suburbs. The WWP, among other

reformist left groups, channeled the fight

to defend busing into dead-end appeals to

black Democratic Party politicians.

The labor officialdom’s embrace of

the Democratic Party, which no less than

the Republicans is a party of the capi-

talist class enemy, has paved the way to

the wholesale destruction of unionized

jobs nationwide. Boston mayor Martin J.

Walsh, a former head of the city’s Build-

ing and Construction Trades Council

elected last year with heavy union sup-

port. alibied the firings of the school bus

union leaders as a “private matter.” Other

Democratic politicians, most prominently

black city councilman Charles Yancey,

have denounced the firings. But what all

these Democrats have in common is an

aversion for even the slightest whiff of

working-class struggle, expressed in their

condemnations of Local 875I’s pickets

last October 8. Revitalizing the unions as

fighting organizations against the bosses

must proceed independently from and in

opposition to the Democrats.

The Partisan Defense Committee has

written to the Suffolk County D.A. protest-

ing the prosecution of Stevan Kirschbaum

and has contributed to his defense fund. We
encourage WV readers to do likewise. Dona-

tions can be sent to Friends of the School

Bus 5. P.O. Box 141, Stoughton, MA 02072

or online at tinyurt.comyschoolbus4.H

Standing Against

Imperialist Aggression

Military setbacks for the imperialist pow-

ers, whether governed by fascist or dem-
ocratic regimes, are in the interests of the

world's working class and oppressed. When
Mussolini's Italy invaded Ethiopia in 1935,

Leon Trotsky condemned James Maxton
and other leaders of the British Independent

Labour Party who had adopted a neutral

altitude to the conflict on the grounds that LENIN
both sides were despotic. While Ethiopia

under the Negus (emperor) Haile Selassie was a cruelly oppressive society—one of
the world's last bastions of chattel slavery—revolutionary Marxists sided with that

country against Italy because the latter was imperialist.

Maxton and the others opine that the Italo-Ethiopian war is "a conflict between two

rival dictators.” To these politicians it appears that this fact relieves the proletariat of the

duty of making a choice between two dictators. They thus define the character of the

war by the political form of the state, in the course of which they themselves regard this

political form in a quite superficial and purely descriptive manner, without taking into

consideration the social foundations of both “dictatorships.” A dictator can also play a

very progressive role in history; for example, Oliver Cromwell, Robespierre, etc. On the

other hand, right in the midst of the English democracy Lloyd George exercised a highly

reactionary dictatorship during the war. Should a dictator place himself at the head of

the next uprising of the Indian people in order to smash the British yoke—would Maxton
then refuse this dictator his support? Yes or no? If not, why does he refuse his support

to the Ethiopian "dictator” who is attempting to cast off the Italian yoke?

If Mussolini triumphs, it means the reinforcement of fascism, the strengthening of

imperialism, and the discouragement of the colonial peoples in Africa and elsewhere.

The victory of the Negus, however, would mean a mightly blow not only at Italian

imperialism but at imperialism as a whole, and would lend a powerful impulsion to the

rebellious forces of the oppressed peoples. One must really be completely blind not to

see this.

—Leon Trotsky, “On Dictators and the Heights of Oslo” (April 1936)
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Pennsylvania Adopts

Prisoner Gag Law to

Silence Mumia Abu-Jamal
On October 21. Pennsylvania governor

Tom Corbett signed into law the vicious

“Revictimization Relief Act" enacted

with the express aim of silencing political

prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal. An innocent

man framed up for the 1981 killing of

Philadelphia cop Daniel Faulkner. Mumia
has spent 33 years in prison for a crime

he did not commit. The bipartisan rush to

pass the bill came after Goddard College,

a small liberal arts school where Mumia
earned his degree while behind bars, aired

a prerecorded address by him on October

5. This gag law sailed through the state

House of Representatives in a unanimous.

197 to 0, vote. The statute allows prose-

cutors and “victims" of a “personal injury

crime” (and their family members) to sue

prisoners who do or say anything that

would "perpetuate the continuing effect

of the crime on the victim" by causing “a

temporary or permanent state of mental

anguish.”

Mumia has been in the crosshairs of the

capitalist state since his days as a teen-

aged Black Panther Party spokesman in

the 1960s. That enmity grew in the 1970s

when as a journalist known as the “voice

of the voiceless" he exposed the racist

Philly police vendetta against MOVE,
the largely black back-to-nature group he

came to support. On 9 December 1981.

the Philly cops had their first opportu-

nity to silence Mumia forever. Evidence

shows that when he arrived at the scene of

Faulkner’s shooting, the cops shot Mumia
and brutally beat him on the street and

later in the hospital where he was taken.

When Mumia survived that ordeal, police

and prosecutors proceeded to manufac-

ture evidence to convict him. including

by terrorizing witnesses and concocting

a fake confession two months later.

After a 1982 trial in which Mumia was

denied the right to represent himself and

was repeatedly ejected from the court-

room, he was sentenced to death explic-

itly for his political views, primarily his

Black Panther history. Federal and state

courts have time and again refused to

consider evidence proving Mumia’s inno-

cence, especially the sworn confession of

Arnold Beverly that he, not Mumia. shot

and killed Faulkner. (See the 2006 Par-

tisan Defense Committee pamphlet The

Fight to Free Mumia—Mumia Is Inno-

cent!) In 2011, the Philadelphia district

attorney’s office dropped its longstanding

effort to legally lynch America’s foremost

class-war prisoner. But Mumia remains

condemned to life in prison hell with no

chance of parole.

While the Pennsylvania gag law is

directed against Mumia. if upheld, it por-
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tends similar measures in other states to

further restrict the already barely existent

rights of prisoners. By its terms, anyone

who would dare to publicize their legal

defense in Pennsylvania can now be sued

for “perpetuating” their crime and caus-

ing “anguish.” This twisted logic could be

used to justify censorship of everything

from prison newspapers, such as the

2icc\aimcd Angolite published by inmates

in Louisiana’s Angola prison, to inter-

views with inmates who maintain their

innocence or protest the inhumane condi-

tions of mass incarceration or oppression

in the world outside.

At a photo-op “signing ceremony" for

the new law, the governor railed against

Mumia’s “obscene celebrity.” Seated next

to him on the platform was Maureen

Faulkner, Daniel’s widow, who along with

the Fraternal Order of Police (F.O.P.) cam-

paigned for Mumia’s execution for over

three decades. Even after the authorities

have buried him alive in a Pennsylvania

silence Mumia and his defenders. In 1990,

a PDC-initiated defense rally in Philadel-

phia was met by a cop backlash, with

the Philly F.O.P. head declaring that all

Mumia's supporters were part of a “mis-

fit terrorist group” who should be put on

an “electric couch.” Over the next three

years, the PDC and its fraternal organi-

zations in Europe and beyond garnered

wider support, significantly from labor

organizations representing millions of

workers, for Mumia’s cause and spurred

other organizations to take up his case.

This international support for Mumia ran-

kled the forces pushing for his execution.

In 1994, when National Public Radio

(NPR) agreed to run Mumia’s commen-
taries weekly on its program “All Things

Considered,” the F.O.P. launched a national

counter-campaign. From the floor of the

U.S. Senate. Republican leader Robert

Dole called for cutting NPR’s federal

funding. Bowing to the pressure, NPR
canceled the commentaries. The PDC,

AP

Pennsylvania governor Tom Corbett signs vicious “Revictimization Relief

Act” into law, October 21. Maureen Faulkner (left) and Philly Fraternal Order
of Police howled for Mumia’s execution for decades.

prison cell, with his legal appeals effec-

tively exhausted, the fact that Mumia can

still gain a hearing for his powerful print

and radio commentaries drives the forces

of “law and order” into a frenzy. The ongo-

ing vendetta against Mumia and other for-

mer members of the Black Panther Party

captures how the bourgeoisie is haunted

by the spectre of defiance to this system

of exploitation and racist oppression.

Mumia and Prison Radio, which broad-

casts his commentaries, as well as other

prisoners and prisoners rights organiza-

tions filed a lawsuit in federal court on

November 10 challenging the “Silence

Mumia Law.” The lawsuit includes the

claim that this gag rule could be invoked

to prohibit journalists and organizations

from publishing commentaries by Mumia
and other prisoners. Civil libertarians and

many in the bourgeois media have casti-

gated the legislation as blatantly unconsti-

tutional. "Some victims of terrible crimes

will be in a ’state of mental anguish’ as

long as the person who did it to them is

alive and breathing,” wrote the Harrisburg

Patriot-News (17 October), which asked:

"Does ‘breathing’ qualify as ‘conduct’

that’s now subject to court action?” An edi-

torial in the Los Angeles Times (22 Octo-

ber) opposed the law even while express-

ing relief that in his Goddard address

“Abu-Jamal didn’t insist on his innocence

or even refer to the crime, except to note

that when he resumed his studies he was

‘a man on death row.’ Instead, his speech

combined reminiscences of Goddard and

commentary on current events, from the

war in Gaza to the Supreme Court’s Citi-

zens United decision.”

This is the latest of many attempts to

along with the Committee to Save Mumia
Abu-Jamal, initiated a protest speakout

that featured a reading of Mumia’s com-

mentaries by several personalities. Among
them was the late actor and political activ-

ist Ossie Davis, who was co-chair of the

Committee to Save Mumia.
The next year. Mumia came to national

prominence with the publication of his

first book. Live from Death Row. This

Jailhouse Lawyers (2009), one of

Mumia’s many publications.

selection of powerful commentaries about

Mumia’s life, prison and death row was

critical in blowing the lid off the cops’

and prosecutors’ Big Lie campaign to

slander Mumia as some kind of crazed

killer. The forces of reaction hit back with

a campaign against the publishing com-

pany. which made its money primarily

from school textbooks. The publisher lost

orders from schools all over the country.

A barrage of editorials and op-eds against

Mumia appeared in such newspapers as the

New York Post, the Washington Post, the

Boston Globe and the Philadelphia Daily

News, as well as on TV news shows like

Dan Rather’s Eye on America on CBS.

It is a good thing that today some of

the media have denounced the Mumia gag

rule. We note, however, that the bourgeois

press played its part in consigning him to

a life behind bars by acting as a trans-

mission belt for police/prosecutor lies and

refusing to report any of the overwhelm-

ing evidence of Mumia’s innocence.

The state authorities who sought to strap

Mumia to an execution gurney for three

decades want to see him rot in prison, a

forgotten man. We are determined that

Mumia and other class-war prisoners

not be forgotten, which is the purpose of

the PDC’s program of support to these

prisoners. This program is modeled on

the International Labor Defense in the

1920s, which not only provided stipends

to class-war prisoners as an expression

of solidarity but also gave voice to their

fight for freedom. Ever since taking up his

case in 1987, we have fought for Mumia’s

struggle to be taken up by the multiracial

proletariat with the understanding that

militant workers, fighters for black free-

dom and those opposed to U.S. imperial-

ist depredations must have no illusions in

the capitalist courts. Mumia must not be

silenced! Free him now!B
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From the Archives of Marxism

“Freedom of the Individual”
The article excerpted below elegantly

refutes the slander that communism sti-

fles individuality. Its author, Peter Fryer,

was one of some 200 British Stalinists

won to Trotskyism under the impact of

the 1956 Hungarian uprising, a defeated

proletarian political revolution against

Stalinist misrule of that workers state.

“Freedom of the Individual" originally

appeared in the August-September 1958

issue of Labour Review, the journal of

a British group led by one Gerry Healy.

Although the Healyites later revealed

themselves to be political bandits, at

the time they were putting forward a

seemingly orthodox Trotskyist program,

attracting high-caliber Marxist thinkers,

including Fryer for a brief time. (For

more, see "Chronicler of Hungarian Rev-

olution; Peter Fryer. 1927-2006.” WVNo.
883, 5 January 2007.) The ellipses within

quotations in the article are Fryer’s.

* * *

‘We are not communists who want to

destroy personal freedom and trans-

form the world into one great barracks

or one great sweat-shop. As a matter of

fact there are communists who do not

care for and want to suppress personal

freedom, which in their opinion bars the

way to harmony; but we do not want to

buy equality at the expense of personal

freedom’ (Frederick Engels. Kommunis-
lische Zeiischrifi. September 1847).

Capitalism and Human Nature

To liberals no freedom is higher and more

precious than the freedom of the individ-

ual. Marxists wholeheartedly agree that

it is the individual human being who
achieves freedom, and not humanity

in general. They agree that society as a

whole cannot free itself unless every indi-

vidual is freed. But they take issue with

the use of the watchword of individual lib-

erty in opposition to socialism and social-

ist planning. For they do not think there is

any contradiction between the interests of

the individual and the interests of a soci-

ety whose fundamental aim is the satis-

faction of people’s material and cultural

needs and the enrichment of their lives.

They take the view that only under com-

munism will the individual human being

be able to develop his potentialities and

abilities to the utmost.

Under capitalism the great majority of

people have neither leisure, money nor

education to develop as all-round human
beings. Nor are they encouraged so to

foster their individuality. The capitalist

system of production, the bourgeois edu-

cational system, the barrage of advertis-

ing and ready-made ‘culture’ to which the

individual is subjected from the cradle to

the grave, are not designed to fan into

flame the sparks of talent and creative

ability that are possessed by all but a tiny

proportion of human beings. They are

designed to make competent wage-slaves.

Capitalist relations of production—the

By Peter Fryer
private ownership for private profit of the

means of production—cannot bring to

the individual wage-worker the freedom

that comes through leading a full life, a

life packed with many-sided activities and

giving the fullest scope to every physical

and mental aptitude. They block the way

to a full life for the exploited.

Capitalism devastates human nature,

dulls and extinguishes the senses, cor-

rupts and brutalizes men as it sucks out

profit from their work, rends men into

fragments, into half-men, makes labour

a burden instead of a joyful and indis-

pensable part of life. It robs men of their

heritage of happiness, beauty and knowl-

edge. It takes the warmth and colour out

of human relationships and measures

every emotion, every delight and every

virtue by the yardstick of gold and silver

and bits of printed paper and entries in

account books.'

man and man. Money becomes a fetish:

the cash nexus becomes the only signifi-

cant bond between people. The questions

that matter about a fellow human being

are not ‘Is he happy?’ or ‘Is he hungry?’

or ‘Is he a good man?’ but ‘Is he rich?’

and ‘Can we do business together?’ and

‘What advantage can I get out of him?’

Those who have this outlook cannot

be said to enjoy life: what they enjoy

are deals and transactions and money-

making. ‘Life’ in bourgeois society means

‘making a living’.

Nor can the wage-worker remain

wholly unaffected by this outlook. The

very fact that he is forced to sell his labour

power, that he must work for someone

else in order to live, drains his labour of

its sweetness, makes it a dreary burden

instead of an essential and beneficial

part of living. The life of the individual

worker is chopped and divided: there is

COUEG
Cartoon from
cover of The
Goose-Step: A
Study of American
Education by
Upton Sinclair.

Bourgeois
education instills

conformity,
prepares working-
class youth for life

of wage slavery.

The individual is not. and cannot be,

free under capitalism because he cannot

leap out of the world of the market, the

world where everything moral and spir-

itual is bought and sold for cash. It is a

world of universal venality, of cynical

self-interest. Human labour power; works

of art; knowledge; the very conscience

and honour of men; truth itself:* all

become commodities, measured in terms

of their market value, accessible to those

with money.

To the profiteer the object he is buying

or selling, its meaning and importance to

human beings, are in themselves of lit-

tle or no importance compared with the

object’s abstract expression in monetary

terms. This barren outlook determines

and taints every relationship, not only

between man and object, but between

the part of his life that is not his own.

but the boss’s, spent in the factory, where

the boss is the aristocrat; and there are

the looked-forward-to oases of leisure, the

time that belongs to the worker himself....

‘Taylor, of Bethlehem Steel Works fame,

has declared that in order to get pig iron

loaded most efficiently it is necessary to

get men as near like oxen as possible. But

men do not grow so: they have to be made.

An important part of scientific manage-

ment is this scientific degradation of men.’^

The individual is stunted, warped, chained

for life to one particular calling, to one

particular function, often to one particular

tool. In capitalist society what matters is

not man as such but particularized man.

restricted and conditioned by his special

skills: the division of labour is the division

of the individual labourer himself
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factory in Jaipur,
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Peter Fryer

And this means that men are subjected

to their instruments of production, that

instead of the producers using and con-

trolling the means of production, the

latter use and control the producers. Nor

have men control over the disposal of the

products which result from their labours;

these products become independent forces

which overpower their makers in booms

and slumps according to the ‘blind’ laws

of the market.

The means of production are utilized in

such a way as to enslave men and atrophy

their faculties. And the exchange of prod-

ucts for profit leads to the concentration

of enormous wealth in the hands of a few

and the impoverishment of the majority,

to economic anarchy and periodical eco-

nomic ‘blizzards’.

Thus men are not free to determine

their own destiny. It is determined for

them by forces over which they have no

control. In the process men’s individual-

ity is forfeited, is crushed. They lose their

individuality because they are dependent

on capital. ‘In bourgeois society capital is

independent and has individuality, while

the living person is dependent and has no

individuality.'^ ‘An economic individual-

ism of motives and aims,’ echoes [Amer-

ican bourgeois philosopher John] Dewey,

‘underlies our present corporate mecha-

nisms. and undoes the individual.’*

Defenders of and apologists for the

capitalist system of society have as lit-

tle right to speak of the freedom of the

individual as they have to speak of any

other freedom. Under capitalism human
individuality ‘becomes at once a commer-
cial article and the fabric in which money
operates’. Capitalism ‘estranges man from

nature, from himself, his own active func-

tioning... It is the alienation of man from

1 In his Aduli Interests (New York. 1935)

Dr Edward L. Thorndike gave the cash

payments which men and women would
take to do certain normally repugnant
things. He claimed to find that the aver-

age woman would practise cannibalism
for 750.000 dollars, but the average man
would do so for 50.000, The women tested

would renounce hope of life after death

for 10 dollars, but the men wanted 1,000.

The men would become intoxicated for

25 dollars, but the women demanded 98,

Other ‘money equivalents’ were given

for blindness, temporary insanity, eat-

ing beetles and earthworms, choking a

stray cat to death, cutting a pig’s throat

and spitting on a crucifix and on pictures

of Charles Darwin, George Washington
and one’s mother. Dr Thorndike has been
described as ‘the Nestor of American
psychologists’.

2 ‘The best test of truth,’ according to Mr
Justice Holme.s’s epigram, ‘is the power
of the thought to get itself accepted in the

competition of the market’ (Dissenting
opinion in Ahroms v. U.S., 250 U.S, 616

(1919)),

3 [R. M.l Fox. [The Triumphant Machine:
A Study of Machine Civilization (1928),!

p. 5.

4 Karl Marx and Frederick Engels. Selected

Works, vol. i (1950), p. 46.

5 [John] Dewey, [Individualism Old and
New (1931).] p. 57,
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man.’* Capitalism stifles men's creative

spirit, condemning the majority to a life

of monotony, drudgery and ugliness

—

to life in a cage. It puts out the eyes of
the painter and cuts out the tongue from
the poet who is within each one of us. It

butchers human nature on the altar of the

machine and calls that progress....

The Decay of Liberalism

The liberal idea of individual liberty is

a good example of an idea which is pro-

gressive when first put forward, but which
begins to play a reactionary role when the

circumstances which gave rise to it have

changed.

Preoccupation with the individual and
his rights began in the seventeenth cen-

tury. with the rise of the bourgeoisie,

whose existence and development as a

class depended on the freedom of the indi-

vidual capitalist to buy, and of the indi-

vidual proletarian to sell, labour power.

The rebellion of the rising bourgeoisie

against the economic shackles of feudal-

ism found its political, social and ideolog-

ical expression in opposition to arbitrary

political power, to arbitrary restraints on

personal liberty, to the violation of human
dignity and to clerical obscurantism. The
fight was seen as a struggle between rea-

son and unreason. The class which fash-

ioned liberalism as its intellectual weapon
conceived of individual freedom, not as

freedom from all restraint, but as free-

dom under the law,’ as freedom limited

by certain eternal truths and values which

were thought to be embodied in a natural

law or natural rights derived from human
nature. Both the atoms of which matter

was composed and the social atoms of

which society was composed were gov-

erned by rational laws which human rea-

son could grasp and apply. But. as Marx
observed, the natural ‘Rights of Man*, the

rights belonging to individuals by virtue

of their humanity, did not eliminate man
the egoist, an individual withdrawn into

his private interests, separated from the

community. On the contrary, bourgeois

society itself appeared in them as an

external frame for individuals, as a lim-

itation of their original independence; the

only lies by which individuals were held

together were natural necessity, material

needs, private interests and the conserva-

tion of their property."

As developed by the bourgeois intel-

lectuals of the early nineteenth century,

the liberal idea of individual freedom

remained progressive in an age when the

workers were totally deprived of their lei-

sure. when women and children worked

in the pits, when there was no legal limit

to the working day. These intellectuals

supported the struggle for leisure for the

industrial workers, as a struggle for time

in which people might be free to do, think

and say what they liked—provided they

were not thereby endangering capitalist

society.® The liberal ideal could not, and

did not, transcend (but rather reflected)

the splitting of a man’s life into two parts:

his working time, in which he was unfree,

a wage-slave, and his leisure, in which he

was for a few hours a day an individual

shorn of responsibilities, answerable only

to himself—an individual temporarily

outside of society, and whose ‘freedom’

was enjoyed outside of society. [The 19th

century British political economist] Mill,

for example, wanted every worker ulti-

mately to have the same leisure as his

employer and therefore the same partial

freedom from the necessities of social

organization as he.

What happened to liberal ideology

when capitalism approached its monop-

oly phase has been well summarized by

Hallowell and Laski:

So long as the bourgeoisie remained

economically, socially, and politically

unsatiated they championed the sub-

stantial rights of man. As. ..monopoly

capitalism replaced free enterprise.. .and

as the bourgeoisie acquired a dominant

social and political position, they tended

to espou.se formal equality and formal

rights of citizens rather than substantial

equality and substantial rights of man.'°

The earlier liberals released the individ-

ual from a type of social organization

which restricted his capacity for growth.

But the assumption which underlay that

Half of city population of Djibouti, in Horn of Africa, lives in slums like Arhiba,

pictured above in June 2013. Capitalist imperialism has imposed wretched
conditions on Third World, stifling individual development.

6 Marx, Economic ami Philosophical Man-
uscripts, quoted Modem Quarterly, vol. v,

no. 1. p. 14, Winter 1949-50.

7 ‘Freedom,’ wrote Voltaire, ‘exists in

being independent of everything but law'

{Pensies sur I'administration publique).

8 See D. Rjazanov. ed.. Marx-Engels Ge-
samtausgabe, part i, vol. i. I (Frankfurt,

1927). p. 595.

9 ‘No one pretends.’ wrote John Stuart Mill,

‘that actions should be as free as opin-

ions. On the contrary, even opinions lose

their immunity when the circumstances

in which they are expressed are such as

to constitute their expression a positive

instigation to some mischievous act. An
opinion that corn-dealers are starvers

of the poor, or that private property is

robbery, ought to be unmolested when
simply circulated through the Press, but

may justly incur punishment when deliv-

ered orally to an excited mob assembled
before the house of a corn-dealer, or when
handed about among the same mob in the

form of a placard’ (On Liberty (Everyman
edition. Utilitarianism: Liberty; Repre-
sentative Government, 1954), p. 114).

10 John H. Hallowell, The Decline of Lib-

eralism as an Ideology With Particular

Reference to German Politico-Legal

Thought (Berkeley and Los Angeles.

1943), p. 14.

11 H. J. Laski. The Decline of Liberalism

(1940), pp, 13-14.

12 E. Belfort Bax and J. Hiam Levy. Social-

ism and Individualism (n.d. [1904]), p. 10.

13 Bax and Levy. op. cit. p. 28.

14 The Masque ofAnarchy.

15 Manchester Guardian. Hnu&iy 10. 1956.

release made it in fact valid only for men
who were in a position to surmount the

conditions of a fiercely competitive indus-

trial society, that is, broadly, the owners
of property. The liberty predominantly

secured was their liberty; the others came
in as residuary legatees of their triumph.

And when the men of property had won,

they conceived that the campaign was
over.... What they did not see was that the

new social order their liberalism had built

brought with it new problems as intense

as any they had solved.... Liberalism. ..

had established a freedom in which,

formally and legally, the workers were

entitled to share. Actually, they could

not. for the most part, share in it because

its attainment was predominantly condi-

tioned to the possession of properly; and

they had no property save in their labour

power. When the victors were asked to

extend the privileges their new freedom
had brought them they were dismayed."

In the period of monopoly capitalism it

is precisely the separation of the interests

of the individual from those of society,

the counterposing of individual freedom

to external social necessity and social

responsibility, that becomes an ideolog-

ical weapon for the defence of capitalism

and for arousing opposition and hostil-

ity to socialism. The social discipline of

social planning is held to destroy human
personality, to take away the individual’s

liberty to ‘live his own life’ and to think

and choose for himself. This discipline is

represented as being imposed on people

against their will.

The liberal who today attacks social-

ism on these grounds is in fact surren-

dering all the values that liberalism once

championed. He is turning his back on

the warping of human individuality and

human personality by monopoly capital-

ism. Whether he is aware of it or not, his

claim to ‘freedom of the individual’ is at

bottom the claim of the privileged, lei-

sured and rich section of the population

to the maintenance of their privileges,

leisure and riches, based on ‘the liberty

of private property as such, to be uncon-

trolled in its operations by aught else than

the will of the individual possessing it’.'^

Since these privileges, leisure and riches

are obtained and maintained for the bour-

geoisie and for the intellectuals who serve

them only by the exploitation of millions

of their fellow human beings, what the

modern liberal is really demanding is

freedom for an 4Ute....

The Individual and Socialism

The task of socialism is to lay the

indispensable basis for the teeming abun-

dance of necessities and what are today

called luxuries that must be achieved

before men may receive according to their

needs. The social discipline of socialist

planning alone can free men from the

jungle of capitalism. Even with bureau-

cratic distortions [as in the Stalinist-ruled

Soviet Union], socialist planning is able

to achieve a great deal. With these dis-

tortions eliminated socialism will har-

ness the creative energies of millions.

Real socialism does not impose economic

plans on people ‘from above’. The individ-

ual helps to draw up. administer and fulfil

the plan; by so doing he not only helps

by far the most difficult argument for

imperialism to answer. An editorial in

the Manchester Guardian, for example,

came to the conclusion that the advocates

of ‘Western freedom’ must address them-

selves. not to the masses of the people of

Asia, but to the intellectual Slite there,

for only this enlightened minority could

understand the meaning of the ’freedom

in ideas and freedom of debate’ that the

West had to offer.

Offer a starving man liberty or a packet

of sandwiches, it is said, and he will

naturally choose sandwiches. But the

classes to whom our appeal is addressed

are nut actually starving, though they

may be commendably disturbed about

how many of their countrymen are

in this plight. The middle classes and
intelligentsia of Free Asia can still be
attracted by the ideals of liberty...'*

But socialism does not make real liberty,

liberty without quotation marks, stop at

freedom from hunger. What it does do is

expose the hypocrisy of capitalist ‘free-

dom’, which denies the fundamental free-

doms to the colonial peoples, and hypo-

critically prates about ‘freedom in ideas

and freedom of debate’ though it can no

more permit free discussion and exchange

of ideas in the colonies, when those ideas

challenge imperialism, than it can ade-

quately feed the millions it oppresses.

Real socialism offers not merely material

prosperity, but is also a powerful stimulus

to intellectual ferment. Even with major

bureaucratic distortions and defects, a

workers’ Slate has taught tens of millions

in the central Asian republics to read and

write, so opening for them the gates to the

world of ideas and culture. And. as even

[British pseudo-socialist William Angus]

Sinclair admits, ‘one reason for the appeal

ofcommunism to the Asiatic and the Afri-

can...is that it promises an industrialized

continued on page 1

1

to make everybody else’s life better, but

also improves his own life. The individ-

ual cannot free himself from the capital-

ist swamp by his own unaided efforts, but

only in active co-operation with millions

of others. Together they are fired with the

vision of a new life and a new society.

Together they work to achieve them. To
accomplish the socialist reconstruction of

the world is not to mould the individual to

the requirements of an abstract ‘society’.

It is to reshape the social system to the

University
students doing

laboratory
work in

Tashkent, Soviet
Uzbekistan,

1958.
Collectivized

planned
economy laid

basis for great
strides forward
in culture and

science.

requirements of the individuals who make
it up. This implies planning. It implies

discipline, endeavour, sacrifice, volun-

tarily undertaken. But this alone is the

way to make men free from class exploita-

tion and class oppression. ‘The outcome

of socialism is...a human individualism as

opposed to class individualism.’’^...

The view that men who are hungry, or

poor, or insecure, or exploited, or unem-

ployed, or homeless, or oppressed, are not

free, that freedom from these social evils

is the foundation of human liberty, is to be

found well before the advent of Marxism.

It was held by Shelley:

What art thou. Freedom? Oh! could slaves

Answer from their living graves

This demand, tyrants would flee

Like a dream’s dim imagery;

« * •

For the labourer thou art bread

And a comely table spread

From his daily labour come
In a neat and happy home.

Thou art clothes, and fire, and food

For the trampled multitude:

No—in countries that arfe free

Such starvation cannot be
As in England now we see.''*

If by ‘England’ we mean also the British

colonies in Africa and Asia, the argu-

ment summed up in these lines is wholly

true today, when for hundreds of millions

of Asians and Africans the problem of

individual liberty is before everything

else the problem of finding enough food

to keep the individual alive another day.

Moreover it is recognized by many of

those concerned about the growth of

revolutionary movements in what are

called the ‘under-developed’ regions as
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Sex and
Consent...
(continuedfrom page 12)

order. Whipping up social anxiety diverts

attention from the madness of society,

with deteriorating schools, massive unem-

ployment. a failing health care system and

perpetual war.

From an early age, youth are instilled

with fear and loathing about sex—through

everything from “abstinence only” mor-

alism to “marriage is forever” straitjacket

monogamy. As if getting past high school

weren't already difficult enough, the uni-

versity administration and bourgeois state

intervene as the guardians of moral order,

infantilizing young adults who might just

want to have fun. Crackdowns on harmless

things like sexting or intergenerational

relationships are a component of broader

social regimentation, as are increasing

restrictions on access to contraception and

the rollback of abortion rights.

Sex, Race and Regimentation

To prove there is an epidemic of rape

on campus, media outlets and activists

recycle the deceptive statistic that one in

five female college students is a victim of

media attention for her Carry That Weight

mattress project. Sulkowicz carries a mat-

tress with her around campus to dramatize

that the male student she alleges raped her

has not been expelled. We do not know
what happened in the incident in ques-

tion. But after the fact, her experience

reporting to cops and campus investiga-

tors appears to have been harrowing and

patronizing, as is typical.

Sulkowicz's case is the central focus of

the group No Red Tape, which cospon-

sored an October 29 "Carrying the Weight

Together" national day of action. Among
the chants that day at Columbia was "rape

culture is contagious,” conflating general

sexist behavior or ideas with rape. Pro-

testers also called for university president

Lee Bollinger to "be the leader on our

side." Top campus officials are the peo-

ple who oversee the exclusion of black

and Latino students, persecute leftists

and pro-Palestinian activists and put the

squeeze on campus workers.

The pseudo-socialists of the Interna-

tional Socialist Organization, who tail

anything that moves, are heavily active in

No Red Tape. These reformists tout the

need to “hold administrations directly

responsible” while celebrating the fact

that the demonstrations have brought

"welcome attention” from the White

House {socialistworker.org, 2 October).

innwiik
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Protest at Columbia University sponsored by No Red Tape demands campus
administration change its sexual assault policies, September 12.

sexual assault. That statistic, which was
obtained through dubious calculations

and unclear questionnaires, counts regret-

table or confusing sexual encounters, that

is. the “gray area,” as assault. Over half of

MIT students in a recent survey thought

it possible for rape to “happen uninten-

tionally." i.e., by accident! The one-in-five

figure is the same that was retailed two

decades ago when campus "Take Back the

Night" rallies were all the rage. College

campuses are not the epicenter of rape in

the U.S.; one need only look at the mil-

itary or cops, institutions of the state, to

find rampant sexual abuse.

A current hotbed of the campus "anti-

rape movement” is Columbia University,

where senior Emma Sulkowicz has gotten

In fact, from the outset the “offensive

against campus sexual assault” has been

pushed from the top. Obama recently set

up a White House task force on the matter

and enlisted Hollywood stars to take an

"It’s On Us" pledge. In 2011, the federal

government released a “Dear Colleague"

letter to university administrations setting

a lower standard for the burden of proof,

so that a student can be disciplined for

something that was only more likely than

not to have occurred. The Department

of Education has more than 70 colleges

under federal investigation for mishan-

dling cases alleging abuse. Colleges that

do not put forward the proper sexual con-

sent rules under Title IX are threatened

with losing funding-

Title IX. which outlaws gender discrim-

ination in federally financed institutions,

was enacted over 40 years ago, like many
other reforms ushered in by the social

struggles of the civil rights and Vietnam

antiwar movements. Title IX not only ben-

efited women's participation in sports, but

also opened doors to other educational

programs and facilities. However, all

reforms under capitalism can be reversed

or perverted to serve a different purpose

than intended:

The cast of characters backing this cam-
paign is evidence in itself of the campaign’s

repressive agenda. Take Janet Napolitano.

former secretary of homeland security, top

sheriffof the “war on terror,” now serving as

University of California president. Napoli-

tano demonstrates her touching concern for

students by pushing a zero-tolerance policy

toward sexual assault while Jacking up tui-

tion at the ten UC campuses.

Before his recent re-election as New
York governor. Andrew Cuomo pushed

for State University of New York cam-
puses to adopt a uniform consent policy
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“Affirmative

consent”
hysteria?

There’s an app
for that.

similar to “yes means yes.” and he now

intends to codify that standard as state

law. Democratic Parly politicians package

these new policies as advancing women's

rights (while, of course, barely lifting

a finger to defend access to abortion or

birth control). Posturing as “friends of

women” is made all the easier by right-

wing misogynist pundits, who consider

women vessels to produce babies.

Some conservatives have noted the use-

fulness of the campus anti-sex campaign

in promoting neo-Victorian modesty and

chivalry, which fell out of favor with "sex-

ual liberation.” Meanwhile, many people

rightly oppose the ominous overreach of

affirmative consent. Harvard’s latest sex-

ual harassment policy came under fire

from 28 of the university’s current and

retired law school professors because it

lacked “basic elements of fairness and

due process" and was “overwhelmingly

Slacked against the accused.”

Hailing the California law is old-school

feminist Gloria Steinem. Preaching that

“silence is not consent; it is the absence

of consent,” Steinem welcomes a rule that

"redefines that gray area” between yes

and no (New York Times, 4 September).

Offering perhaps the most blunt—but

demented—rationale for affirmative con-

sent laws is Ezra Klein of the online news

site Vox, who remarked that "yes means
yes” legislation is “terrible" but "neces-

sary”! Presenting males as predators with

an unrestrained libido. Klein wants all

men to "feel a cold spike of fear when
they begin a sexual encounter.” Klein’s

preferred sexual "culture” more closely

resembles a scene from the Inquisition.

For Klein, a conscious policy of false

accusations and convictions is a good thing.

He accepts that innocent men are collateral

damage, and in this racist capitalist soci-

ety black men in particular will be on the

receiving end. Accusations of rape have

long been used to justify lynch mob “jus-

tice” and railroad black men to prison. In

1931. the Scottsboro Boys were framed up

and impri,soned for rapes that never hap-

pened; in 1989, the Central Park Five were

falsely convicted and thrown behind bars

for the rape of a jogger in New York City.

Frenzy about black male sexuality is a

common thread in American culture. The
recent viral Hollaback YouThbe video doc-

umenting “catcalling” in NYC was edited

so that it showed no white males, only dark-

skinned men. The clipped segments of a

white actress being leered and jeered at

while walking down the sidewalk treats

non-threatening and threatening behavior

equally, from being greeted with "How
you doing today?” to being followed.

Rightly chastising Hollaback's portrayal of

black and brown men "as congenital pred-

ators,” Liliana Segura noted in an Intercept

article (3 November); “That this viral video

had. in the span of five days, sparked such

a sense of crisis that people would push

for a legal ban on street harassment was.

to me. the most damning indictment of its

race politics." In a city infamous for "slop

and fri.sk." any such law will only lead to

more criminalization of minority youth at

the hands of police thugs.

It is wrong in any case to place the

burden of women’s oppression—of which

daily discrimination such as sexual harass-

ment is but a reflection—on the behavior

of individual men. Sexist stereotyping and
attitudes flow from women’s subjugation

in the patriarchal family, the main social

source of women’s oppression. Together
with religion, the family serves as a key
prop of the capitalist system; it instills

subservience to authority and promotes
a puritanical morality against anything

that deviates from the family ideal—from

premarital sex to gay sex. Working-class

women shoulder a double burden, exploited

at work and responsible for household

drudgery and child rearing. The low status

of women in this patriarchal society can

only be ended through socialist revolution.

Feminist Puritanism
and the State

It's bad news when the ruling class is

worried about what people do in their

bedrooms. Anti-sex panics serve to bol-

ster social conservatism and reinforce

the family. In the 1980s and ’90s, people

were force-fed the lie that there was an

epidemic of child molestations and ritual

abuse of children, with sexual predators

supposedly lurking behind every teacher’s

desk. Today, thousands of those engaging

in private activities that do not harm any-

one—such as possession of child pom

—

are criminalized as "sex offenders.” False

allegations of sexual abuse have destroyed

lives, torn up families and led to suicides.

In moral crusades against pornography,

prostitution and youth sexuality, feminists

have consistently found themselves in bed

with the enemy of women; the stale. Femi-

nism works inside class society, seeking to

give bourgeois and petty-bourgeois women
a chance to compete in the male club of

power and privilege. Feminist ideology

presents women in a state of perpetual

victimhood. needing government “pro-

National spotlight on supposed epi

demic of campus rape.

tection." Far from “empowering” them,

feminism keeps young women activists

wedded to the very puritanical and repres-

sive order that oppresses them.

As Marxists, we have always been

outspoken opponents of anti-sex hyste-

ria and state intrusion into private life.

However, we do not offer a program on
how to untangle the complexities of .sex

under capitalism. As we slated in our arti-

cle titled "Rape and Bourgeois Justice.”

(Young Spartacus No. 29. February 1975):

"Only in a workers slate will men and
women .stand in full equality before the

law. the administration of which will be

a part of the creation and maintenance of

the social fabric of well-being for the pop-

ulation as u whole." And while we cannot

spell out what sexual relations will look

like in a society liberated from religious

anxieties and racial and class inequities,

we know they will be far better.*
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Women and Revolution^^1

The "Date Rape" Issue:

Feminist Hysteria^

Anti-Sex Witchhunt
From Women and Revolution No. 43, Winter 1993-Spring 1994

Written amid a general anti-sex

frenzy in the U.S. two decades ago.

the article excerpted below, about a

supposed epidemic of “date rape" on

college campuses, also cuts against

today's campaign for anti-sex “affir-

mative consent" regulations. Women
and Revolution, in which the article

originally appeared, was the jour-

nal of the Women's Commission of

the Spartacist League/U.S. until its

publication was suspended in 1998.

Today, articles under its masthead

also appear in Spartacist, the Inter-

national Communist League’s theo-

retical organ.

*

The anti-sex frenzy springs from the

agenda of the religious right. Espousing

an ideology supposed to have something

to do with women’s rights, the feminists

might be expected to oppose this witch-

hunt. Instead, there is a convergence

between feminism and religious reac-

tion in support of moralist repression.

This is particularly evident in the "date

rape” frenzy on the campuses which has

recently grabbed headlines across the

nation and the world. Egged on by femi-

nist witchhunters. “politically correct” sex

on campus serves the war on privacy by

whitewashing the intrusion of the campus
administration and the cops into students’

personal business as “protecting women"
and "stopping rape." One goal of the stu-

dent struggles of the 1960s and ’70s at

colleges across the country was to put a

stop to the in loco parentis prerogatives of

campus administrations and to end rules

that set curfews for young women, lim-

ited the hours that men could enter the

sex-segregated dorms and encouraged

“housemothers” to make periodic checks

of the rooms to see that “all four feet”

were firmly planted on the floor when a

guy visited one of the "coeds.” The "date

rape” hysteria has opened the door to the

return of the college snoops.

In The Morning After: Sex, Fear, and
Feminism on Campus, Princeton grad

student Katie Roiphe exposes the climate

of fear and the self-imposed status of

“victims" engendered by the “date rape”

feminists. Speaking for a layer of young

women repulsed by this anti-sex hysteria,

Roiphe contrasts what she found when
she entered Harvard with what she was
taught by her mother, who grew up in the

wake of the anti-Communist witchhunt of

the 1950s;

"This image of a delicate woman bears a

striking resemblance to that fifties ideal

my mother and the other women of her

generation fought so hard to get away
from. They didn’t like her passivity, her

wide-eyed innocence. They didn't like

the fact that she was perpetually offended

by sexual innuendo. They didn’t like her

excessive need for protection. She repre-

sented personal, social, and psychological

possibilities collapsed, and they worked
and marched, shouted and wrote, to make
her irrelevant for their daughters. But

here she is again, with her pure intentions

and her wide eyes. Only this time it is the

feminists themselves who are breathing

new life into her."

Roiphe’s scathing attack on the “date-

rape crisis" has earned her the enmity

of rabid feminists everywhere, and con-

gratulations from more rational layers.

In “Not Just Bad Sex" (New Yorker, 4

October 1993) Katha Polliti accuses

Roiphe of everything from poor jour-

nalism to a “privileged" lifestyle. While

Roiphe’s polemic does not reach beyond

the middle-class, heterosexual and largely

while college milieu in which the "dale

rape" frenzy is centered, she has done a

real service in challenging the campaign

of “politically correct" sex—what the

Nation (8 November 1993) labels "the

new sexual McCarlhyism."

On a certain level, “dale rape" hysteria

is an absurdity; Even literary classics like

Andrew Marvell's love poem “To His Coy

Mistress” have been tagged as apologies

for male sexual “coercion”! “Date rape” is

indeed a fitting butt for the spate of car-

toons and magazine articles that followed

the publication of Roiphe’s book.

But ludicrous as it is, “date rape” fem-

inism has a destructive logic, and it's

nowhere more obvious than on the ques-

tion of abortion rights. The government

has usurped the authority to determine

when and if a woman wants to have a

child by whittling away at the historic

1973 Roe v. Wade Supreme Court deci-

sion which legalized abortion nationally.

A big part of this is its assertion of the

in loco parentis privilege of “protecting”

young women through “squeal laws” that

demand parental consent for abortions

for women under the age of 18. Last

November the Supreme Court upheld

Mississippi’s reactionary law requiring

permission from both parents or a judge.

“Dale rape" hysteria serves as a

diversion from the real oppression and

exploitation .suffered by the vast major-

ity of women in this country. Most
working-class and minority women can't

afford to go to college, but rather endure

the constant menace of violence and

rape as they go to and from backbreak-

ing, low-paying jobs or to pick up their

continually threatened welfare pittances.

The most forceful and consistent assertion

of government intrusion into private life

has been the anti-drug witchhunt, which

for poor blacks {including, obviously,

women) in the devastated inner-city ghet-

tos has meant massive police raids, while

workers across the country are subjected

to urine testing serving to enforce disci-

pline in the workplace.

Willfully lumping together everything

from morning-after regrets to savage

brutality, "dale rape” hysteria trivializes

the crime of rape and belittles the real

humiliation, terror and agony that rape

victims undergo.

Anti-Sex Codes and
Campus Hysteria

The “date rape” campaign was launched

on campuses in the 1980s with annual

“Take Back the Night" candlelight parades

to “end sexual violence against women."

Culminating in outdoor speakouts where

“survivors" give testimonials of their per-

sonal experiences, the marches have taken

on the aura of religious ceremony.

Far from focusing on real acts of vio-

lence against women, the “dale rape”

frenzy redefines as rape experiences

which are instead ambiguous or unpleas-

ant—thus trivializing the sometimes
painful tribulations of young people grap-

pling with their first sexual encounters.

But the “dale rape" frenzy is more than

these celebrations of trauma and helpless-

ness. Freshmen undergo required “sexual

harassment counseling”; films are shown
and peer-group sessions held, all with the

message that sex is dangerous and dating

should be done only when sober, prefer-

ably with a chaperon. College pamphlets

ask. "Is Dating Dangerous?” and “Friends

Raping Friends; Could It Happen to You?"
As if this weren’t sufficiently daunting,

campus administrations are now enforc-

ing in loco parentis anti-sex codes. At

Ohio's “liberal” Antioch College, a “sex-

ual consent policy" proscribes “Insistent

and/or persistent sexual harassment...

emotional, verbal or mental intimidation

or abuse found to be sexually threaten-

ing or offensive... unwelcome and irrel-

evant comments, references, gestures or

other forms of personal attention which

are inappropriate and which may be per-

ceived as persistent sexual overtones or

denigration.” To avoid any misunder-

standings, students must get "willing and

verbal consent” at each stage of the sexual

encounter: “If you want to take her blouse

off. you have to ask. If you want to touch

her breast, you have to ask. If you want to

move your hand down to her genitals, you

have to ask. If you want to put your finger

inside her. you have to ask.” While many
of us would be begging this motormouih
to shut up and get on with it, this seem-

ingly absurd scenario is serious: A woman
can now cry “rape" if she thinks a guy
might want to screw her. and the adminis-

tration can suspend or expel the accused,

who then faces the hideous legal ramifi-

cations of a bogus rape charge. Novelist

Martin Amis, speaking at Princeton in

1992. quipped, “As far as I'm concerned

you can change your mind before, even

during, but just not after sex."

Lots of people think it’s fun to

gel drunk and screw, but if you go

to Antioch it's against the rules: If

you’re drunk, your “consent is not

meaningful"! At Ann Arbor sorori-

ties, one woman is picked to remain

sober during frat parties: it’s her job

to stop her sisters from going off

with a guy to his room. The logic of

the “dale rape” frenzy is carried to

its chilling extreme in a poster put up

around Berkeley. "Dead Men Don’t

Rape” and signed by the Women’s
Action Coalition “We Will Take

Action.”...

Date Rape’*: Brutal Reality
or a Political Program?

Statistics are notoriously suscepti-

ble to manipulation for political ends,

and the statistics cited for the feminists’

“epidemic” of campus rape couldn’t be a

belter example. The evidence for “dale

“The fatal glass of beer” theory res-
urrected. Poster from 1990.

rape” rests on a 1985 survey by Ms. mag-
azine. financed by the National Institute

of Mental Health, which found that “one

quarter of women in college today have

been victims of rape or attempted rape."

But, as debunkers have pointed out, 73

percent of the women categorized as

rape victims did not define their experi-

ence as rape—that was done by Dr. Mary
Koss, the psychologist who analyzed the

survey and who coined the term "dale

rape.” Some 42 percent of these women
later had sex with the man who allegedly

“raped” them!

Roiphe astutely points out that the

“date rape epidemic” is not a reflection

of sexual behavior but a “mood.” Just lis-

ten to its propagandists: “Without mutual

desire” it’s a "form of rape," according

to Andrea Parrot, Cornell professor and
"dale rape expert.” The code words are

“manipulation” and "verbal coercion”

—

defined as “a woman’s consenting to

unwanted sexual activity because of a

man’s verbal arguments not including

verbal threats of force." The etiquette

guides of the I9ih century told young
women that attractive men "can with a

subtlety almost beyond the power of her

detection, change her ordinary views

of things, confuse her judgements, and
destroy her rational confidence in dis-

criminating the powers of her own mind”
(Advice to Young Ladies. 1848). The
titles may be different, but today’s “sex-

ual consent policies" peddle the same
retrograde assumptions about the stereo-

type of the aggressive, violent man. who
“wants only one thing." and the weak,

indecisive woman, uninterested in sex

and requiring protection.

The definitions used in the "date rape"

culture reflect the feminist view that

heterosexual .sex and rape are a natural

continued on page fi
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'There is, however, nothing in the deans regulations to preclude a semester of
profoundly suggestive and, ultimately,frustrating consensual eye contact.

"
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“Date Rape”...
(continuedfrom page 7)

progression. Naomi Wolf in The Beauty

Myth (1991) writes: “Cultural representa-

tion of glamorized degradation has cre-

ated a situation among the young in which

boys rape and girls get raped as a nor~

mal course of events^ This is a rehash of

Susan Brownmiller’s 1975 book, Against

Our Will: Men, Women and Rape, in

which she argued that rape was “nothing

more or less than a conscious process of

intimidation by which all men keep all

women in a state of fear.” According to

Brownmiller’s contemporaries:

“Rape is not a special isolated act. It is

not an aberration or deviation from the

norms of sexual and social behavior in

this country. Rape is simply at the end

of the continuum of male-aggressive,

female-passive patterns, and an arbitrary

line has been drawn to mark it off from

the rest of such relationships...most men
in our country are potential rapists,”

—A. Medea and K. Thompson.
Against Rape

At its extreme, rape is equated with sex,

for example by anti-porn queen Catharine

MacKinnon: “Compare victims' reports

of rape with women’s reports of sex," she

says. “They look a lot alike.” But con-

trary to feminist mythology, rape is not

a “normative” expression of sexuality in

this society. As we wrote in 1975 in “Rape

and Bourgeois Justice” (Young Spartacus

No. 29. February 1975):

“Rape transforms what is normally a

pleasurable intimacy and consensual

activity for sexual gratification into an
experience of fear, degrading submission,

brutality and often injury for the victim

and into an overt expression of hostility

and aggression for the rapist. Between the

actuality of rape and the sex act per se

there are differences. These differences

may be considered as discontinuities in

the continuum of sexual relations, it is

precisely the feminists who make the

value judgement that there are no discon-

tinuities. no differences in kind, between
mutually pleasurable, consensual sexual

intercourse and a victimization and vio-

lation filled with terror and degradation.”

Rape at the final discontinuity ceases to

be a sexual act.

Susan Esirich, feminist author of Real

Rape, believes many women “would say

no if they could” to any sex with men.

Nonetheless she is quite correct that

“The legal definition of rape turns on

force and nonconsent, not on the rela-

tionship between accuser and accused.”

We believe that effective consent should

determine sexual relations—not the age,

sex. number or degree of intimacy of the

people involved. Because it’s the circum-

stances of a sexual encounter that deter-

mine whether it is a crime or an act of

voluntary sexual intercourse, ambiguities

about consensuality do and must occur,

particularly when the people know each

other. Consent is always colored by the

society we live in. Consensuality is ren-

dered something less than complete when
sexist attitudes and economic constraints

(however expressed through a complex set

of social factors that make them more or

less “acceptable”) keep estranged couples

together. And given the tangle of race, sex

and class in this bigoted society, relation-

ships can often be emotionally exploit-

ative and unequal—but to call them
"crimes” is to bring in the government,

which is the very enforcer of that bigotry

and exploitation.

If among adults the psychology and
sociology of sexual relations are murky
and complex, they are all the more so

when young people come into sexual

contact with each other at the height of

their socialized sexual differentiation,

without any preparation or experience and
without much access or opportunity. Sex-

ual experimentation is one of the things

youth is all about. Sex hormones are boil-

ing for both young men and women, but

the expressions of this sexuality differ.

While the current crop of college women
has been spared some of the guilt, shame
and fear of pregnancy imposed on earlier

generations, experiences vary from doing

nothing to doing a lot. Social control

over teenage boys is much less: they can

be described as alienated young males
charging an indifferent and hostile society

with an erection, and generally bouncing

off. Young men will do almost anything

to get off; mainly this takes the form of

masturbation, but guys will get a girl in

bed if they can. And contrary to feminist

myth, they are often successful: many
young women do like to screw.

Of course early sexual experiences are

not always the most auspicious, particu-

larly now that AIDS is a real fear. Condoms
do not make for a spontaneous expres-

sion of passion. Teenagers often have to

get drunk to gel up the nerve to have sex,

and they aren’t experienced at handling

alcohol. Under these circumstances, pre-

mature ejaculation, fumbling, miscom-

munication are unfortunately probably

the norm rather than the exception. But

awkward, unpleasant, even manipulative

experiences are not rape. In an interview

with the London Independent on Sunday

(31 October 1993), Mary Koss revealed an

underlying assumption behind the “date

rape epidemic”: "It isn’t drunkenness

itself that determines whether or not you

violence. The laws exist for the protec-

tion of women as property, based on the

moral code embodied in the institution of

the family. Thus the real crime of rape in

patriarchal societies of all kinds is that the

woman is "defiled”; her value as a “pure”

transmission belt for the inheritance of

private property is damaged. In the U.S.

this is expressed in the notorious harass-

ment of the victim by the police. Victims

are sometimes denied immediate medical

attention and frequently find themselves

on trial as courts subject them to rigorous

moral scrutiny. For the cops and judges in

America, a rape victim with a sexual past

has no value to protect.

In strict Islamic societies, rape victims

are often killed by their families; at best

they cannot marry. Shrouding women
in the veil in countries like Iran and

Afghanistan is the ultimate in “protec-

tion of women,” meant to keep them in

a condition of chattel slavery to husbands

or fathers. This was not the least of our

reasons for hailing the Soviet interven-
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get raped, it’s whether you have the mis-

fortune to be drunk around a sexual jerk.”

If finesse defines consensuality, one gets

an idea of the genesis of her “one in four

women raped” statistic.

The difficulties of teenage sex result in

part from religious moralism which rein-

forces the myth of asexuality of youth in

this society and in part from sexual ste-

reotyping which tries to make bullies out

of little boys and compliant dolls out of

little girls. Moreover, deforming puritan-

ism and bigotry in North American soci-

ety all but seals off, especially for boys,

anything but heterosexual activity.

It would surely help to have sex edu-

cation that prepared young people for

screwing. An understanding of the repro-

ductive system is important, but some-
what more pertinent for youth than the

placement of a girl’s Fallopian tubes is

the existence of her clitoris. Instead, the

federal government has spent over $31

million to develop an "abstinence only”

curriculum which teaches “the only s^e
sex is no sex,” doesn’t mention condoms
or homosexuality, and counsels girls that

have had sex already to practice “second

virginity.” This does not differ much from

the message of pamphlets distributed at

some college orientations to teach of

the danger of AIDS: “To eliminate risk,

abstain from sex or avoid sexual intimacy

beyond fantasy, massage and mutual mas-
turbation.” In this sexually charged soci-

ety. the message that teenagers get from
these moral strictures is that when adults

tell you “what’s good for you" it’s all

hypocrisy and lies.

Rape Laws and “Family Values’’

...Rape is a hideous crime, one which
embodies all the sexual myths and stereo-

types of this deeply racist society. But the

juridical basis of the current rape laws has

little to do with protecting women against

tion in Afghanistan in 1979, which alone

held forth the prospect of freeing women
from this bondage. Indifferent to the

plight of their Afghan “sisters,” Ameri-

can feminists backed the CIA’s cutthroat

mujahedin allies in their fight against the

Red Army.

Despite the inherent contradictions of

“justice” in the bourgeois court system,

we do not oppose the rape laws per se

and could well support prosecution of an

accused rapist in a given situation. We
take a very different attitude, however, to

the statutory rape laws, which prohibit any
sexual intercourse with any girl under the

age of consent (which varies from state

to state). Such laws exist only to oppress

young people and are almost always pros-

ecuted in a vindictive manner by the state.

In New York, for example, a I9-year-old

boy can go to jail for spending the night

with his 17-year-old girlfriend.

The Social Tinder of
Race and Sex
The reform of the rape laws in the

1970s made it easier for a woman to

prosecute, but it also made it easier to

railroad the accused on purely vindictive

charges. In this racist society the new
laws have been used to further victimize

black people. In a country where the ulti-

mate taboo is interracial sex. the ruling

class never hesitates to pull out all the

stops in their manipulation of sexual fear

in the service of racial oppression. Nor
are the feminists wanting in this regard.

Emmett Till, a 14-year-old black youth,

was hideously mutilated and murdered in

Mississippi in 1955 for “reckless eyeball-

ing” a white man’s wife. This monstrous
racist lynching was a touchstone on the
race question. But 20 years later Susan
Brownmiller disgustingly insisted that
Till had something in common with one
of the murderers: "They both understood

that.. .it was a deliberate insult just short

of physical assault, a last reminder to

Carolyn Bryant that this black boy. Till,

had in mind to possess her.” In her book

Katie Roiphe recalls Emmett Till’s case,

and describes how at George Washington

University a female student fabricated a

story about "two muscular young-looking

black males” in "torn dirty clothing” rap-

ing a white student; she later recanted.

Roiphe rightly points out that the fem-

inist insistence that male catcalls and

leers are tantamount to rape is no dif-

ferent from the accusations of "reckless

eyeballing” that formed the basis for

white lynch mob attacks on blacks in the

South. But Roiphe relegates it to a lesson

of history, asserting that “lynchings and

Jim Crow are not the current danger.” In

fact, the protection of “Southern white

womanhood” remains the bloody battle

cry of the Ku Klux Klan. Legal lynching

is a current reality: In 1990. a 21-year-old

black man. David Scott Campbell, was

found hanged in a Mississippi jail, one of

24 blacks who were declared “suicides” in

the state’s prison system in the past five

years. Campbell was arrested on a year-

old warrant, but in the eyes of the cops his

“crime” was dating a while woman.

The institution of the family inculcates

powerful anxieties and superstitious fears

which are especially prone to social con-

trol by reactionary forces. “Take Back

the Night” marches are reactionary, not-

so-thinly veiled calls to strengthen the

stale and its repressive apparatus, the rac-

ist cops; along with slogans like “Dead

Men Can’t Rape” and “Castrate Rapists.”

they’re a lynch mob waiting to happen.

(The demand for castration is especially

horrifying: this brutality was performed

on black men by the slavocracy until as late

as the 19th century, when even they aban-

doned it as too barbaric: and for decades

the Klan performed it in lynchings.)

(....]

The “date rape” hoax is a cynical and

dangerous business because it invokes

government authority to intervene as

moral arbiter in our most intimate affairs

and fuels a state-sponsored campaign of

sexual regimentation in the service of bol-

stering the reactionary institution of the

family. While Marxists cannot decree

either a just or a pleasurable solution to

the ambiguities that arise out of the inter-

section of sex. race and class in this cap-

italist society, we can and do oppose all

attempts to fit human sexuality into leg-

islated and decreed “norms." Back-alley

abortions, prostitution, unwanted preg-

nancies, physical and sexual violence and
racial oppression are the sordid reality

behind “public morality.”

The “date rape” fraud deflects attention

from the real violence perpetuated every

day against women and children under
this class system. Social degradation and
dehumanization (which permeate sex-

ual relations as all else) is rooted in the

nature of this society and the exploitation

of labor. The social alienation of a sys-

tem in which the vast mass of people are

tools for the enrichment of the very few
is compounded by the institutionalized

inequalities of race, nationality and sex.

Violence against women springs in part

from the deep sexual insecurities fostered

by repressiveness and social irrationality.

This system is also imperialist, reap-
ing billions off the Third World masses
who are deliberately pushed down into

starvation, illiteracy and endemic dis-

ease. and held down by brutal dictator-

ships. Subjected to oppressive practices

like female genital mutilation or enforced

segregation under the veil and in the

home, most women get to watch their

children die and to die young themselves,

often in childbirth or after some botched
abortion.

To create genuinely free and equal
relations between people in all spheres,

including sex, requires nothing less than
the destruction of this class system and
the creation of a communist world. In

a classless society social and economic
constraints over sexual relations will be
nonexistent, and in the words of Freder-

ick Engels, “there is no other motive left

except mutual inclination.”*
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ILWU...
{continuedfrom page 12)

the ILWU of engaging in a "slowdown.”

The Republican Bush administration

—

which had earlier warned that a strike

would “threaten national security” and

drawn up plans to militarize the docks

—

brought down Taft-Hartley. forcing long-

shoremen back to work under conditions

dictated by the PMA.
There should be no illusion that things

are different with a Democrat in the

White House. Contrary to the trade-union

bureaucracy’s promotion of the Demo-
crats as the allies of labor, they represent

the interests of American capitalism no

less than the Republicans. That Obama
will stand with the PMA is as obvious as

the flotilla of armed Coast Guard ships

his administration had readied to use in

the ILWU’s 2011-12 battle against the

union-busting EGT grain consortium in

Longview, Washington. Federal media-

tors and other agencies like the National

Labor Relations Board are merely the

government’s advance men whose pur-

pose is to bring the unions to heel.

The showdown between the PMA and

the ILWU could become a critical class

battle in which all labor has a stake. The

ILWU has enormous potential social

power. With the offshoring of much man-

ufacturing and the just-in-time delivery

system, a strike would quickly paralyze

whole sectors of the U.S. economy. But the

union has been weakened and is increas-

ingly isolated as it faces a confrontation

with the powerful conglomerate of ship-

ping and terminal operators—and behind

them the forces of the capitalist stale.

Union Hiring Hall Under Attack

For months, the contract negotiations

were portrayed as the smoothest in years.

In late August, an agreement was an-

nounced on health benefits, which had

been seen as a major hurdle. Details were

left unsaid, and looming on the horizon in

2018 is a whopping $150 million annual

Obamacare tax on the ILWU’s so-called

"Cadillac” health plan. Even now, the

union’s membership is left in the dark as to

what’s on the table. Nevertheless, there are

warning signs. A backdrop to the present

confrontation is the ILWU's recent con-

tract agreement with major grain terminals

in the Pacific Northwest, which are not

part of the PMA. After a lengthy battle

in which ILWU members working at

United Grain in Vancouver. Washington,

and Columbia Grain in Portland. Oregon,

were locked out for well over a year while

scabs did their jobs, the settlement essen-

tially guts the union hiring hall.

The hiring hall was a key gain of the

momentous 1934 West Coast longshore

strike. Under the previous hated "shape-up”

system, corrupt and brutal gang bosses in

Richard Mellor

ILWU Local 6 workers on strike at Waste Management recycling center, San
Leandro, California, October 24.

the service of the companies had total

power to select who among the men des-

perately gathered at the ports each morn-

ing would be allowed to work. To win

union control over hiring, the longshore-

men fought an all-out battle against the

companies, the cops and National Guard

troops. The implementation of the rotary

dispatch system was designed to equalize

work opportunity among longshoremen,

with the union having the decisive say in

the system.

Ever since, this system has been a thorn

in the side of West Coast shipping, termi-

nal and export trade bosses, who bristle at

the fact that they don’t have the same hir-

ing prerogatives as employers in almost

every other industry or workplace in cap-

italist America. In the 1960s. following

the introduction of container shipping, the

PMA got a foot in the door with a con-

tract provision allowing for “steady men.”

These skilled workers bypass the hiring

hall, reporting directly to stevedoring

companies. They are paid a premium and

are also guaranteed a minimum of work

each month. This subversion of the hiring

hall has long been a dagger pointed at the

heart of the union.

In longshore operations, "steady men”

are restricted to crane operators, mechan-

ics and certain heavy equipment opera-

tors. But the recent grain contracts give

those companies the right to hire unlim-

ited steady workers for a//job categories at

their terminals. Management has sole dis-

cretion over whether additional workers

will be ordered on a day-to-day basis for

terminal work. The hall crews formerly

required for work on river barges have

been eliminated, although gangs from the

hall will still be dispatched to load the

ships. However, if the hall cannot supply

adequate "qualified” labor, management

has the right to hire non-ILWU labor or

use supervisors to do the work. The key

terminal job of operating the console that
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controls the flow of grain was ceded to

management, as was the job overseeing

the loading of ships.

One of the gains of the mass struggles

that built the ILWU was the six-hour

day. Now, even the eight-hour day (long

the norm) is a thing of the past in grain,

as the companies are allowed to extend

shifts up to 12 hours, an ominous threat to

health and safety. At the same time, pro-

visions allowing longshoremen to “stand

as well as the victory of other strikes that

year by Minneapolis Teamsters and Toledo

auto parts workers—was a leadership com-

mitted to a class-struggle policy. As we

wrote in Part One of our article "Then and

Now" (WVNos. 1050 and 1051, 8 August

and 5 September) contrasting these strikes

with today’s devastation of organized labor:

"Unlike other strikes at the time, the mil-

itancy of the workers was not restrained

by leaders who promoted the lie of a

‘partnership’ between labor and capital.

Instead, the mass strength and solidarity

of the workers was organized and politi-

cally directed by leaders who rejected any

notion that the bosses are ’reasonable' or

their stale ‘neutral.’ Understanding the

forces of the class enemy that would be

arrayed against any union struggle, the

leaders of these strikes were prepared for

class war. And it was no easy fight."

Not the Time to Be Making
New Enemies

In August 2013, on the eve of the

AFL-CIO’s convention, the ILWU split

from the federation. At the time. ILWU
International president Robert McEllrath

pointed to escalating attacks on the West

Coast longshore union by AFL-CIO affil-

iates. These charges were all too true. One
of the more notorious examples was the

strikebreaking role played by the Oper-

ating Engineers Local 701, which sup-

plied scab labor during the ILWU’s fight

against EGT.

Union-run
hiring hall was
a major gain of

coastwide
1934 longshore

strike. Shown here
is San Francisco

hall, 1946.

by” (stop work) if they feel their safety

is threatened have been vitiated. Not only

is management allowed to work their jobs

if the matter is not immediately resolved,

but the workers can be subject to disci-

pline up to and including firing if an arbi-

trator rules the safety claim was not made

"in good faith.”

The trendsetter for these agreements was

the 2012 contract at the new, multimillion-

doUar EGT terminal in Longview. Early

in the battle against EGT’s union-busting

offensive, ILWU members and their allies

fought back in class-struggle actions, the

likes of which had not been seen in this

country in years. But in the face of mas-

sive fines, the ILWU International backed

off With military forces mobilized by the

Obama administration to escort the first

shipment of scab grain out of the terminal,

an agreement was signed. Subverting the

hiring hall, it gave EGT complete control

over which ILWU members would be

approved to work at its terminal. In the

new grain agreements, workers dispatched

from the hall are not subject to company

pre-approval, nor are there fines and other

penalties for unauthorized work stoppages

as at EGT. But this is small consolation.

No doubt the PMA sees the grain

agreements as an opening to press its own
advantage against the ILWU. Pointing to

the tie-up at the container ports, an arti-

cle in the shipping industry’s publication

of record, the Journal of Commerce {5

November), argues that the grain com-

panies "found a solution to the problems

generated by such tactics” with contracts

that "in effect give control of the hiring

hall to the employers."

What made the difference in the 1934

longshore strike that won the hiring hall

—

Other attacks have come as part of the

dirty game of jurisdictional warfare pit-

ting union against union in a scramble

to defend their own shrinking turf. Here

the ILWU bureaucracy’s hands are no

cleaner than those of the AFL-CIO tops.

Faced with the PMA’s drive to increas-

ingly mechanize operations on the docks,

the ILWU leadership’s answer is to claim

jurisdiction over maintenance and other

mechanical service jobs, a number of

which are currently done by the lAM
machinists and other unions.

Turning its back on any fight to mobi-

lize unity in action of all unions at the

ports, including the East and Gulf Coast

ILA longshoremen, the ILWU has only

greased the skids for more backstabbing

by the trade-union bureaucrats by split-

ting from the AFL-CIO. In a recent strike

by some 130 recycling workers, organized

by ILWU Local 6, at Oakland’s Waste

Management plant. Teamsters truck driv-

ers at the facility scabbed, herded across

the picket lines by their union bureau-

crats! ILWU Local 6 members chanted

“Remember 2007," referring to when they

honored locked-out Teamsters pickets at

the same facility. The bureaucrats’ alibi

was that the Local 6 strike was not offi-

cially sanctioned by the Teamsters Joint

Council or the Alameda Labor Council,

the latter reportedly arguing that “sanc-

tion” could not be given to a union not

affiliated with the AFL-CIO.
The strikebreaking actions of the Team-

sters against mainly Latino immigrant

workers, many of them women, fighting

for a meager increase in their poverty-

level wages were a crime against all labor.

But the ILWU lops have done likewise.

continued on page 10
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Syria/Iraq...
(continuedfrom page I)

petty-bourgeois Kurdish nationalists to

ingratiate themselves with the imperialists

and/or regional capitalist regimes. At all

times, this program has meant betraying

the just struggles of the Kurdish people.

The Kurdish nation is divided among

Iran. Iraq. Syria and Tbrkey—a legacy of

the carving up of the Near East by Brit-

ish and French imperialism out of the

carcass of the Ottoman Empire at the end

of World War 1. The national liberation

of the Kurdish people requires the prole-

tarian overthrow of those states and the

forging of a Socialist Republic of United

Kurdistan. Kurdish national aspirations

must be linked to the struggles of the

working class in T\irkey and through-

out the Near East and beyond. Centrally

important to this perspective is the pres-

ence of as many as one million Kurds

in Germany, where they are heavily

integrated into the working class. These

workers are a living bridge between the

struggles of Near Eastern Kurds and

those of the powerful German working

class against its exploiters.

The Kurdish nationalist and tribal lead-

ers have compiled a century-long record

of betrayal, leading to one disaster after
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First issue of Ria Taza [New Way],
Kurdish-language newspaper pub-
lished in Soviet Armenia in 1930s.

another for the Kurdish masses. When
the Turkish Ottoman empire launched the

genocidal campaign against the Arme-
nians during World War I, in which as

many as one million or more were mas-

sacred, it was assisted by Kurds mobilized

by their tribal leaders. The Kurds were

subsequently rewarded with merciless

repression. In consolidating the modern
'Ibrkish state, Mustapha Kemal (Ataturk)

sought to destroy the Kurds’ national iden-

tity, banning the use of their language.

Repeated Kurdish revolts were brutally

suppressed, with hundreds of thousands

deported to central and western Tbrkey.

It was the Soviet Union, created by the

proletarian 1917 Russian Revolution, that

showed the way out of this cycle of ethnic

and communal slaughter and created the

conditions for the Kurds to achieve their

greatest degree of freedom. Under V.I.

Lenin’s Bolshevik regime, the 200,000

Kurds in the fledgling workers state were

granted full political and language rights.

Autonomous administration was granted

to Kurdish districts in the Caucasus, with

education and government business con-

ducted in their language. It was in Soviet

Armenia that a written Kurdish language

first flourished (initially in the Armenian

alphabet, followed by Latin and Cyrillic).

The Armenian capital, Yerevan, became

the first center of Kurdish publishing and

literary development. The bureaucratic

degeneration of the Soviet state under J. V.

Stalin did not erase these gains, even after

Stalin dissolved “Red Kurdistan” in I929.

By the I930s, all Soviet Kurds were liter-

ate. compared to a mere I percent before

the Revolution.

The actions of the Kurdistan Demo-
cratic Party (KDP), today led by Massoud

Barzani, and Jalal Talabani's Patriotic

Union of Kurdistan (PUK) in Iraq pro-

vide a textbook example of how looking

for allies among local capitalist rulers and

their imperialist godfathers spells defeat.

After the Arab nationalist Ba'ath regime

that was installed in Iraq in 1963 launched

an attack on the Kurds, the KDP got sup-

port from an unholy alliance of the CIA,

the Israeli Mossad and the Shah of Iran.

In return, the KDP turned on the Iranian

Kurds, hunting them down and turning

them over to the Shah. After a cease-

fire with the Ba’ath regime in 1970, the

Kurds secured a large autonomous region

in northern Iraq.

As always, the Kurds’ supposed bene-

factors turned on them. In 1975, the Shah

made a separate peace with Hussein and

cut off support to the Kurds, with the CIA
quickly following suit. This allowed the

Iraqi army to surge back into the Kurdish

area. The subsequent wave of repression

forced more than 100,000 Kurds to flee

the region. Shortly afterward, during the

Iran-Iraq War (1980-88), the KDP got

support from Iran while the PUK made a

cease-fire deal with Hussein. In 1983, the

U.S. began a tilt toward Iraq in the con-

flict. With arms and other aid flowing in

from the U.S. and Europe—including the

technology to develop poison gas and bio-

logical weapons—the Iraqi regime was

emboldened to move against the Kurdish

population. The PUK then Joined with the

KDP and Iranian armed forces, which

moved deep into Iraqi Kurdistan. Hussein

responded by launching air bombardment

and poison gas attacks, killing Kurds by

the thousands.

During Operation Desert Storm, Amer-

ica’s first war on Iraq in 1991, the KDP
and PUK sided with the imperialists.

Following the war, the Kurds rose up in

the vain expectation that the U.S. would

back them. The uprising was brutally

suppressed by the Iraqi government, and

this time the number of refugees exceeded

one million. Nevertheless, the Iraqi Kurds

were able to set up their autonomous

region as a result of a U.S.-enforced “no

fly zone” in the north of the country.

During the U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003,

both the KDP and PUK operated under

American command and then served as

military auxiliaries to the occupation

U.S. troops on duty with Kurdish pesh merga militia during war in Iraq, March

2003.

forces. For nearly a decade, Barzani has

held office in the oil-rich north, and Tal-

abani served as president of the Baghdad

government from 2005 to July 2014.

While the Kurdish leaders have bene-

fited handsomely from their services to

the imperialists, the masses have paid

with their blood. Throughout the Iraq

occupation, the U.S. manipulated and

reinforced sectarian divisions, including

by mobilizing the Kurdish pesh merga

along with Shi’ite militias to crush Sunni

insurgents in Falluja in 2004 as Ameri-

can troops leveled that city. From encour-

aging Shi’ite death squads to rounding

up Sunnis associated with Saddam Hus-

sein’s Ba'ath Party, the Shi’ite-dominated

Baghdad government poured gas on the

exploding sectarian powder keg. It was

out of the ruins of such communal war-

fare that A1 Qaeda in Iraq, which later

morphed into ISIS, emerged and gained

support from many aggrieved Sunnis.

The PKK, Syria and Turkey

The PKK, which used to pass off

its nationalist program as a variant of

“Marxism-Leninism,” got a foothold in

Syrian Kurdistan in the late 1970s as a

result of tensions between Turkey and

Syria. At the time. Syria became a close

ally of Iran, as it is today, and was also

aligned with the Soviet Union. Seeking to

use the Kurds against his TUrkish rivals,

then-president of Syria Hafez al-Assad

(father of the current president) allowed

the PKK to open offices in Damascus
and establish training centers in Leb-

anon’s Bekaa Valley, which was under

Syrian control. A high proportion of PKK
fighters in TUrkey—as many as a third by

some estimates—were and are today Syr-

ian Kurds.

At the same time, Hafez al-Assad’s

Arab nationalist regime moved to deepen

the oppression of the Kurdish people in

Syria. He actively sought to settle Arab

tribes on Kurdish land and continued to

deny citizenship to hundreds of thou-

sands of Kurds. Today, some 300,000 of

them are stateless.

The destruction of the Soviet Union

in 1991 increased Syria’s vulnerability

to Turkey’s much greater military power.

By 1998, facing the threat of military

intervention by TUrkey, Assad banned the

PKK, imprisoned a number of its lead-

ers and kicked out PKK founding leader

Abdullah Qcalan. The following year,

Ocalan was captured with the assistance

of the CIA and imprisoned in TUrkey. In

subsequent years, PKK fighters in Syria

and Lebanon were forced to relocate to

northern Iraq.

The 2011 outbreak of the Syrian civil

war provided the PKK/PYD with a new

lease on life. The regime of Bashar al-

Assad and the Kurdish PYD shared an

antipathy toward the Sunni Arab rebels.

Even those Syrian Kurdish parties that

were initially willing to play ball with

the U.S., Turkey and others in setting

up a united opposition in exile eventu-

ally withdrew from the main anti-Assad

coalition because the non-Kurdish rebel

groups rejected any form of autonomy

for the Kurds. The PYD told Free Syr-

ian Army (FSA) forces to stay away from

Kurdish territory. The warning was gen-

erally heeded, although there have been

intermittent clashes between the FSA
and the YPG. Assad sought to encour-

age the tension by conciliating the Kurds,

allowing some to have their citizenship

restored and assenting to the transfer of

around 1,000 PKK fighters from Iraq to

Syria.

July 2012 marked an important pivot

in the Syrian civil war. as rebel forces

launched an offensive in Damascus (kill-

ing three members of Assad’s inner circle

in a bomb attack). With rebels advancing

on the outskirts of the capital. Assad

reached a tacit agreement with the PYD.
Syrian troops were withdrawn from

Kurdish areas and PYD forces quickly

moved in virtually without military con-

frontation. This freed up regime forces

to fight the rebellion in Damascus and

elsewhere.

The main foes of the PYD were now
the Nusra Front and ISIS. A detailed on-

site study earlier this year by the Inter-

national Crisis Group (ICG), an advisory

body to the imperialists, documented

cases in which the YPG, while engaged

ILWU...
(continuedfrom page 9)

ordering their members to cross the picket

lines of overwhelmingly immigrant, unor-

ganized and viciously exploited port truck-

ers in Oakland and more recently at the

L.A./Long Beach port. Now locked in

a showdown with the PMA, the ILWU
finds itself with few friends and many
real and potential enemies. Faced with

the backstabbing moves of the trade-union

misleaders, all workers had better under-

stand that if a union with the strength of

the ILWU goes down, it will be a savage

body blow to labor as a whole.

For a Class-Struggle Leadership!

In his letter of disaffiliation from the

AFL-CIO, McEllrath pointed to the

ILWU’s “long and proud history of mili-

tant independence inside and outside the

House of Labor.” The notion of the ILWU
as the last remaining bastion of labor mil-

itancy is one readily belied by the actual

history and practice of its leadership. In

fact, the last coastwide ILWU strike was

in 1971, more than 40 years ago. That

strike was largely foisted on the union

leadership, then under ILWU founder

Harry Bridges, by a membership seeth-

ing over the massive loss of jobs under

the 1960 Mechanization and Moderniza-

tion Agreement that he had negotiated and

rammed down their throats.

Key to reversing the erosion of the

ILWU as an industrial power on the West

Coast docks is defense of the union hiring

hall. That means a fight to bring all the

steady men back to the hall, with equal

pay for equal work at the highest rate of

pay. The answer to the job loss threat-

ened by the increasing automation of the

ports is to return to one of the union’s first

achievements, the six-hour day, at no loss

in pay to spread the available work among
all longshoremen. There must be a fight to

organize the port truckers, who are crucial

to the movement of cargo. As a key link

in the vast global cargo chain, the largely

immigrant port truckers, many of whom
have experiences in class battles and other

struggles in their home countries, have tre-

mendous potential social power to take on
the trucking companies and. behind them,
the international shipping and terminal

bosses. Such an organizing effort, com-
bined with the fight for a shorter work-
week at no loss in pay, would also forge

bonds with the black and Latino poor by
opening up good-paying union jobs.

The road forward lies in the struggle

to build a class-struggle labor leadership

that will fight in opposition to the aims

and interests of American capitalism, its

government and political parties. For the

workers to prevail over their exploiters, it

is essential that labor's fight be linked to

the building of a multiracial revolutionary

workers party capable of leading the strug-

gle to do away with this entire system of

wage slavery through socialist revolution.

When those who labor rule, the means of

production will be taken out of the hands

of the rapacious capitalist owners and

made the collective property of society,

ultimately on an International scale. Then,

advances in automation and other tech-

nology. which are now wielded as a club

against the workers’ jobs and livelihoods,

will be used to reduce their workload and

vastly improve the conditions of life for

the population as a whole.
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in key battles with Islamists, received

weapons as well as air support from the

Assad regime. The ICG also reported that

Damascus was supplying the PYD with

financing and diesel fuel.

The creation of a semi-autonomous

Kurdish region right on the border with

Tbrkey was anathema to the regime in

Ankara. Since the beginning of the Syr-

ian civil war. Turkey had sought to head

off the consolidation of a PYD/PKK-
dominated area on its border. A glance

at a map shows why this is considered so

critical. The parts of TUrkish Kurdistan

where the PKK has centered its guerrilla

war are located in eastern and southeast-

ern Anatolia, while the Kurdish regions of

Syria are more to the west. The threat to

the Hirkish government is that PKK fight-

ers operating from bases in Syria could

open a new front against Tbrkey in central

Anatolia.

During the long, brutal war waged by

capitalist T\irkey against the PKK. in

which 37,000 Kurds were slaughtered

between 1984 and 1999, PKK fighters

in Iraq were hunted down and killed by
the KDP and PUK on behalf of Ankara.

Today, to undercut PYD gains in Syria.

Turkish president Recep Tayyip Erdogan
has again turned to his ally Barzani. The
KDP first sought to consolidate a foot-

hold in northern Syria by conciliating the

PY D. but attempts to set up a joint admin-

istration of Syrian Kurdish areas have

failed. To counter the growing influence

of the PYD, Barzani then announced that

hundreds of Kurdish defectors from the

Syrian army, who had received training

from the KDP in Iraqi Kurdistan, would
be dispatched back into Syria. The PYD
blocked their entry at the border. More
recently. Ankara agreed to allow KDP
forces to transit through TUrkey to Syria,

which Erdogan sees mainly as a police

action against the PKK/PYD.
Behind such maneuvers are the strong

economic ties between Iraqi Kurdistan

and Turkey. Tens of billions of dollars

in Turkish investment have poured into

Erbll, the regional Kurdish capital, in

recent years, transforming the city’s sky-

line while lining the pockets of the Bar-

zani clan and other nationalist leaders.

Turkey also has its eyes on the area’s oil

resources, although Washington has so

far opposed BarzanI’s attempts to export

oil directly to Turkey without giving the

central government in Baghdad its cut.

The Turkish rulers consider Iraqi Kurd-
istan a gateway for projecting power in

the Near East. This aim is also served by
Turkey’s support to the anti-Assad oppo-
sition in Syria. Erdogan has pushed for

tying assistance to the Kurds in Kobani
to setting up a TUrkish-dominated buffer

zone inside Syria. This would include a
no-fly zone that would clearly be aimed

at the Assad regime, since ISIS lacks an

air force.

Reformists Salute
Imperialists' Foot Soldiers

A victory for the U.S. and its under-

lings would further embolden the impe-

rialists in their drive for domination and
throw back the struggles of the Kurds
and other oppressed peoples and com-
munities. This understanding, which is

elementary for Marxist opponents of the

capitalist-imperialist order, is trampled

on by reformist leftists internationally

who are backing the Kurds in Kobani.

In the front ranks of the pro-imperialist

chorus in France is the New Anticapi-

talist Party (NPA—affiliated with the

United Secretariat), which calls on the

French government to arm the Kurds in

Kobani. In an October 9 statement, the

NPA stated that It was “opposed to the

catastrophic interventions of the armies

of the great powers” against ISIS and
called instead to “support the resistance

of the local progressive forces.” In other

words, the Mafia don should assign the

hit to a junior foot soldier, the difference

being that in the Mob that act might win
initiation into the Family. The NPA’s line

on Kobani is basically the same as its

position on French imperialist interven-

tion in Mali and other African neocolo-

nies. where the NPA prefers arming local

forces to sending in French soldiers.

In the U.S., the same reformist groups
that a decade ago built an antiwar move-
ment directed against the Republican Bush
administration are keeping any opposition

to the current U.S. intervention, directed

by the Democratic Commander-in-Chief,
sotto voce at best. Among the opportun-

ists are those who claim to oppose U.S.

intervention in Syria/Iraq while simulta-

neously backing the Kurdish forces that

are acting as imperialist proxies. For

example, a statement by Socialist Alter-

native (27 October) gushes over the pos-

sibility that “Kurdish militias in Kobane.

currently supported by U.S. strikes and
weapon supplies, will turn back the IS

(Islamic State) offensive," declaring that

such an outcome would “underline the

need for a united and mobilized move-
ment from below to permanently defeat

IS” (socialistalternative.net).

At least these reformists are straightfor-

ward in hailing the U.S.-backed Kurdish

forces. The centrists of the International-

ist Group try to have It both ways, call-

ing in the Internationalist (October 2014);

"Defend the Kurds. Defeat U.S./NATO
Imperialism!” The simple fact, as we wrote

la.st issue, is that “championing the Kurds
in the current conflict can only mean lend-

ing support to imperialist plunder.”

In their publicity for the Kurdish nation-

alists. many reformist groups are pointing

to the Kurdish regions of northern Syria

as the site of a social revolution being car-

ried out under the PKK and PYD. These
are the same left groups that not loo long

ago were hailing the Syrian rebels, who
were all—from a few more-secular types

to the Islamists—as hostile to the idea of

Kurdish national rights as they were to the

Assad regime and who explicitly appealed

to the imperialists for military interven-

tion on their behalf.

The reality in what the PYD calls

Rojava (western Kurdistan) is not quite

so rosy. Far from putting forward the

overturn of capitalist property relations,

the PYD’s charier for self-rule in Rojava

enshrines the right to private property.

The PYD has set up its own apparatus

of repression through its military, police

and pri.sons—i.c.. a fledgling bourgeois

state apparatus. The members of the Peo-

ple’s Councils that have been established,

to the cheers of the reformist left, are

appointed by the PYD. While the coun-

cils include representatives of other par-

ties and. in areas containing sizable non-

Kurdish populations, members of other

communities, these bodies have little real

function beyond distributing humanitarian

aid and other necessities. The ICG report

said of the PYD; “Most often, it took over

the [Assad regime's) governance structures

and simply relabeled them, rather than gen-

erating its own unique model as it claims.”

Belying the claims of autonomy, the

Assad regime has not fully withdrawn its

forces from the area, expecting to return

en masse at the first opportunity. While
Damascus has pulled back most of its

security personnel, it continues to run
administrative offices and to pay the sal-

aries of state employees, including teach-

ers (who continue to follow the Ba'ath

Party-approved syllabus). In the largest

Kurdish city. Qamishli, Syrian govern-
ment forces remain at the border cross-

ing with Turkey, at the airport and in the

center of town, where the offices of the

security services are located. Recent on-

site reports by Human Rights Watch and
the Washington Institute noted that Syr-

ian soldiers and other security personnel

move freely in Qamishli and surrounding

villages. The bottom line is that whatever
autonomy might have been achieved has

been subordinated by the Kurdish nation-

alists to their service in the imperialist

military campaign.

Marxists seek to break Kurdish mil-

itants from the nationalist politics that

have time and again led to disaster and
win them to a revolutionary proletarian

internationalist program, which centrally

includes unconditional opposition to im-
perialism. Forming a strategic part of the

proletariat of TXirkey. Iran and other Near
Eastern societies as well as Germany,
Kurdish workers possess the key to social

and national liberation. As a Spartacist

representative stated in greetings to a

conference of Kurdish militants in Europe
three decades ago;

“We understand that the struggle for a
United Socialist Republic of Kurdistan
will be shaped by and in turn shape the

future of the revolutionary proletariat of
the whole region toward a socialist fed-

eration of the Near East. Our model is

Lenin’s Russia of 1917-1924 where the

Bolsheviks offered the national minori-
ties the option and the advantages of
association with the Soviet Federation.
For our part, we are dedicated to the
forging of the internationalist party of
worldwide proletarian revolution and
speak to you in the understanding that

the future of humanity depends on its

construction.”

—WVNo. 362. 14 September 1984b

Reuters
October 8: Turkish soldiers patrol streets of Diyarbakir. Turkey, after violent
suppression of Kurdish protests over Kobani.

Freedom...
(continuedfrom page 5)

culture with a higher standard of living to

groups that have remained intact and con-
tinue to feel as groups; whereas at present

the Western powers can only provide an

industrialized culture which admittedly

offers a higher standard of living, but in

which a man feels an isolated and lost

individual. Whatever else they give him
it does not include what is essential for

his happiness.’’*

Cherishing and fostering individual

ability, socialism will elevate the indi-
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vidual to a position of far greater real

importance and give him far greater

social responsibility than capitalism can
ever do. To run society in a conscious,

planned way cannot but call forth the

utmost personal initiative, imagination,

enterprise, zeal and creative ability from
each individual. Liberty to choose where
and how one can best take part in the gen-

eral social activity, to discuss that activity

both in its general aspects and its local

details, to have one’s own suggestions and
criticisms discussed, means that the indi-

vidual is no longer an insignificant cog
in a vast, impersonal, exploiting machine,
but a vital and conscious part of a great

collective endeavour whose central aim is

the improvement, elevation and ennoble-

ment of human life.

Now while this is already a tremen-
dous advance on the stifling of personal

initiative and creativeness by capitalism,

it does not yet solve the problem of the

splitting and stunting of the individual.

This problem is solved only in the course
of a long transition to communist society.

The individual becomes free in the full

sense of the word only when he is able

to take out of .society’s store exactly what
he needs to develop all his capacities to

the full; when dull and arduous work is

abolished and a new aiiitude to work as

a joyful and indispensable part of life has
grown up; when the distinctions between
intellectual and manual labour no longer

exist and all workers are raised to the

level of engineers, technicians, scientists

and artists; when the hours of socially

necessary labour have been shortened to

something like four hours a day or less,

enabling the individual to 'work', play,

study and take a full part in running soci-

ety. Of all these requisites, none is more
important than the shortening of the hours

of labour, the ‘fundamental premise’, as

Marx observed, for the flourishing of 'the

true realm of freedom’.’’ The individual

becomes really free, in fact, only when
men have achieved complete conscious
social control over their entire economic
development—complete control over the

utilization of their means of production

and the disposal of their social product.

This establishes truly human conditions

of existence, in which ‘the free develop-

ment of each is the condition for the free

development of all’."

16 Sinclair. [Socialism and the Individ-
ual: Notes on Joining the Labour Party
(1955)1. pp. 146-7.

17 Capital, vol. iii (Calcutta. 1946), p. 652.
18 Marx and Engels. Selected Works, vol. i,
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Shipping Bosses Accuse ilWU of Tyii^ Up Docks

Containers piled up at Port of Los Angeles, October 27.

10 NOVEMBER—For over four months,

some 14,000 members of the West Coast

International Longshore and Warehouse

Union (ILWU) have been working without

a contract. Now. the shipping and terminal

bosses organized in the Pacific Maritime

Association (PMA) are screaming that

the ILWU has “orchestrated work slow-

downs” that are “crippling” ports from

Seattle and Tacoma to Los Angeles/Long

Beach. Charging that the union reneged

on its agreement that “normal operations

at West Coast ports would continue until

an agreement could be reached.” the PMA
is demanding an extension of the previous

contract. The ILWU slammed the PMAs
claim as “a bold-faced lie." pointing out

that the union has never agreed to a defi-

nition of “normal operations." What the

union is up against Is the "normal,” relent-

less drive of the companies to maximize

profits by increasing productivity through

attacks on hard-won union work rules and

job conditions.

An ILWU press release issued today

puts the blame on the bosses for creating

the bottleneck at L.A./Long Beach through

mismanaging port operations and under-

manning the work at a time of increased

volume. The squeeze on longshore labor

is a matter of life and death. As the press

release stated: “West Coast longshore work

is extremely hazardous, with higher fatal-

ity rates than the work of firefighters or

police officers, according to U.S. Depart-

ment of Labor figures. The biggest fac-

tor causing accidents on the docks is the

employers' constant demand for increased

production.”

With ships stacking up at ports that

handle nearly 80 percent of container

shipping on the West Coast, a group of

more than 100 retail and transportation

companies fired off a letter to President

Barack Obama demanding that the gov-

ernment “use all of its available options” to

head off the growing confrontation. They

called for everything from sending in a

federal mediator to invoking the union-

busting Taft-Hartley law in the event of

a strike or lockout. During the 2002 con-

tract negotiations, the PMA locked out

longshoremen for 1 1 days after accusing

cotuinued on page 9

“Yes Means Yes” Law: Anti-Woman, Anti-Sex

Sex and Consent on Campus
Amid an ongoing debate over sex and

consent on college campuses, in Septem-

ber California passed “affirmative con-

sent” legislation, which was followed by

a slew of similar initiatives nationwide.

The pretext is to curb a purported epi-

demic of sexual violence and have college

administrations come clean on reporting

sexual assault complaints. But legislating

one form of consent as the only accept-

able variant and branding all else as

assault—as these new policies do—means
that these administrations now have even

greater power to enforce what is acceptable

sexual activity among students.

The new California code, known as

“yes means yes." dictates that “affirma-

tive. conscious, and voluntary agreement”

must be ongoing throughout an entire

coupling. Acts without explicit agreement

or while under the influence of drugs or

alcohol are not considered consensual.

As many young students are unskilled at

both sex and drinking, this combination

often results in morning-after misgiv-

ings and bad hangovers. In an American

Spectator article online titled “In Cali-

fornia. Every Love Scene Ever Filmed

Is Rape" (2 October), one commentator

aptly captured that state lawmakers have

made “every drunken collegiate hookup a

potential sexual assault.”

Like the "date rape" frenzy in the 1990s

(see article, page 7), the current campaign

invites campus bureaucrats into the bed-

room to poke, pry and criminalize a range

of customary sexual activity—from intox-

icated make-out sessions to misgommuni-

cated caresses or overly zealous groping.

Regimenting sex is a morality drive, and

laws dictating affirmative consent give

the campus sex police an even freer hand

to say what is immoral, much like former

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Potter Stew-

art's standard for pornography; “I know It

when I see it.” Campus administrations,

government out of the bedroom!

What might be in store for students is

shown by a case from Occidental Col-

lege in Los Angeles. In September 2013,

after a day of binge drinking, two heav-

ily intoxicated freshmen planned to have

sex. exchanging text messages about

having a condom. The next day. neither

could recall what happened. The young

woman was told by a sociology professor

that she had been raped, evidenced by her

difficulty sleeping and because the man
“fit the profile of other rapists." In police

interviews, witnesses said both students

were willing participants exercising bad

judgment. But Occidental's investiga-

tion determined that he violated school

policy because she was drunk, i.e., he

failed to recognize that her drunken con-

sent was meaningless. Occidental found

him guilty of sexual assault, rejected his

appeal and expelled him. As a result of

this botched one-night stand—details of

which are in an 82-page report online

—

both lives are ruined. She dropped out of

school and he has been rejected by other

colleges and stigmatized as a rapist.

The suggestion that a misunderstand-

ing—or for that matter, bad or unpleas-

ant sex—is equivalent to rape Is not only

ludicrous but dangerously trivializing of

actual sexual violence. Human sexual

behavior is certainly complex, but it is

not one broad continuum from the innoc-

uous hookup to violent rape. Rape is a

heinous crime of degradation and terror

whose victims have every right to legal

recourse. One much-discussed article in

New York magazine (21 September) on
student activists "starting a revolution

against campus sexual assault” captures

the effort to make all sexual acts suspect;

"Frustration with hook-up culture is unde-
niably a part of the anti-rape movement.
In some activists’ ideal world, there might
be no trial, on campus or elsewhere, but

instead a simple presumption of guilt.”

For us Marxists, the guiding principle

in all sexual relations is that of effec-
tive consent, meaning nothing more and

nothing less than mutual agreement and

understanding, as opposed to coercion.

The social norms surrounding sexual-

ity—colored by shame, fear and religious

mores, not to mention gender, class and

racial inequalities—can complicate mat-

ters. But as long as those who take part

agree at the time, nobody else, least of all

the stale, has the right to tell them how or

if they can do it.

Sexual violence is an extreme reflec-

tion of the degraded status of women in

this decaying capitalist social order. More
often than not, going to the authorities who
enforce that order, whether it be the police

or the campus administration, adds more
trauma on top of the sexual as.sault itself.

It is a reflection of entrenched anti-woman

bigotry that those looking for redress are

subjected to indifference or "blame the

victim" humiliation, or pressured into

recanting.

The “yes means yes" campaign will do
nothing to curtail actual rape, let alone

address the social degradation and abuse

perpetrated daily against women and chil-

dren under this class system. Instead, the

capitalist rulers have seized on the cam-
paign to drum up fears among the popu-

lation while reinforcing obedience to god

and country and bolstering the bourgeois

continued on page 6
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Same Old Story: Killer Cop Walks

Cops, National Guard Out!
NOVEMBER 25—The whole world was
watching and waiting for the grand jury

decision on whether to indict Ferguson

cop Darren Wilson for the coldblooded

killing of unarmed black youth Michael

Brown in broad daylight. The news, which

is no news at all in a country where racist

cop terror is the law of the land, is that

Wilson got away with it. Protesters in

Ferguson erupted in fury and frustration,

while thousands demonstrated in cities

across the U.S.

The capitalist politicians, from Mis-

souri's while law-and-order Democratic
Party governor Jay Nixon to America's

first black president, decry the "vio-

lence." But the truth is that the whole sit-

uation was set up to incite what they now
denounce as a riot. More than a week ago.

Nixon declared a state of emergency and
mobilized the National Guard. While U.S.

Attorney General Eric Holder piously lec-

tured on the importance of protest to ini-,

tiating a “national dialogue" between the

cops and the communities they terrorize,

his FBI sent out a nationwide APB warn-

ing against "extremists" out to attack "law

enforcement and critical infrastructure."

Emboldened by the racist rulers, the lynch

mob murderers of the KKK promised to

use "lethal force" against “terrorists mas-

querading as ‘peaceful protesters’.”

All these are the real forces of violence

in this society. As one Ferguson protester

put it last night. "If you got a badge, you

can get away with murder." Accounts in

the bourgeois media this morning were

filled with lurid tales of "looters” running

amok in the Missouri town. But as could

be seen from the news images, it was the

cops who were on the rampage, firing tear

gas and "non-lethal" projectiles.

As of this morning. 61 people had been

arrested, including some just trying to go
about their business. Our team in Fergu-

son ran into a young black couple who
had just been released from a nearby jail;

they had been arrested for “trespassing"

at an open gas station and their car was
impounded. One of them told the cops: "I

guess Darren Wilson is the only person

not getting arrested tonight.” We demand:

National Guard, cops and FBI out of Fer-

guson! Free the arrested protesters and

drop all charges now!

Together with the iron fist of stale re-

pression comes the velvet glove of black

Democratic Party politicians and preach-

ers mobilized to douse the flames of pro-

test by pushing illusions in federal inves-

tigations and appealing for the cops to be

reformed to “serve the people." This is

like asking the plantation master to make
continued on page 10

De Blasio’s Police “Reform”

NYPD Terror Repackaged
Just before midnight on November 20,

Akai Gurley, a black man who had turned

28 years old two days earlier, met his end
in a very New York way. As he and a

female companion were walking down a

staircase in the Pink Houses projects in

Brooklyn. Gurley was shot in the chest

and killed by an NYPD cop. Mayor Bill de

Blasio and Police Commissioner William

Bratton lamented the shooting as a "mis-

take." The confluence of factors leaving

Gurley's two-year-old daughter fatherless

was no mistake. The couple bypassed the

elevators (which are snaillike when they

do work) and entered a stairwell that had
been without lights for months, where
they encountered cops conducting a “ver-

tical patrol." One had his weapon drawn,
as is standard practice.

Gurley's killing is but one example of

the cop terror that many city residents

hoped would be curtailed by the election

of the liberal Democrat de Blasio. who ran

avS an opponent of stop-and-frisk. Nearly a

year into de Blasio's term, the number of

stops may be down but arrests for minor
offenses continue unabated, with blacks

and Latinos overwhelmingly the targets.

The reality of the "broken windows"
policing strategy embraced by de Blasio

was starkly exposed by the cop choke-
hold killing of Eric Garner in July for the

supposed crime of selling loose cigarettes.

Despite clear video evidence of the killer

cop strangling Garner, a Staten Island

grand jury still hasn't decided whether he
will even face charges.

City Hall has recently trotted out a new
"reform" advertised as putting an end
to street arrests for possession of small

amounts of marijuana. Such arrests have

condemned tens of thousands a year to

prison and shipwrecked the lives of many
others. Now those found holding less

than 25 grams are supposed to be issued

a summons to appear in court and pay a

fine. The policy directs the cops to abide

by a 1977 law under which having a small

amount of weed out of sight is a viola-

tion—not a crime—while open display or

lighting up is a misdemeanor. In practice,

the police have followed the letter of this

law by accosting black and Latino youth,

demanding (illegally) they empty their

pockets, backpacks or purses and then

arresting them if a joint appears.

The new directive came three weeks
after a study reported that such busts

increased slightly compared to the last

years of the Bloomberg administration,

with 86 percent of those arrested either

black or Latino. No surprise here, as the

prohibition of marijuana has always been
racist to its core. Early laws against mari-

juana were adopted as a measure against

Mexican immigrants in the Southwest.

The first U.S. government "drug czar."

Harry Anslingcr, captured the spirit of

the 1937 federal ban with a racist dia-

tribe that pot makes black people "think

they're as good as white men."

De Blasio's measure may spare some
black youth from getting ensnared in the

criminal justice system, an outcome we
would welcome. Even so. we recognize

that it will not alleviate police terror in the

ghettos and barrios, which is endemic to

American capitalism, or change the reac-

Akai Gurley, shot dead by NYPD on
November 20.

tionary nature of the drug laws. We call

for the decriminalization of marijuana
and all other drugs.

W'hai is primarily afoot is a cynical

City Hall public relations scam, with

enforcement as always at the discretion

of the racist cops. Even an editorial in the

New York Times (11 November) admits

that the policy “does not reach the funda-

mental problem of discriminatory polic-

ing." Moreover, those who miss summons
court dates or are unable to pay the fine

can be arrested and held in jail.

We warned from the outset of the “war
continued on page 10



You Won’t See This on Wall Street

China Slashes Pay...of Managers
Last month, this noteworthy news item

appeared in London's Financial Times:

“The corporate reporting season for

China’s largest slate-owned enterprises,

which concluded last month, featured an

unusual theme. Despite earning far less

than their international counterparts,

the men who steer the country’s largest

companies welcomed recently announced

plans to cut their pay" ("China’s State

Sector Leaders Embrace Pay Cuts of Up
to 60 Percent." 12 October). According to

Hong Kong’s South China Morning Post

(30 August), the decision to slash man-

agement pay was decided at a Chinese

Communist Party (CCP) Political Bureau

meeting that also decreed an end to state-

paid membership in private clubs and

other perks. The pay-slashing appears to

be tied to Chinese president Xi Jinping's

anti-corruption campaign, through which

he seeks to remove some of his rivals in

the CCP regime and to appease workers

whose anger over inequality has fueled

strikes and protests.

Even so, the move provides a clear,

real-life refutation of the notion pushed

by the bulk of the self-professed Marxist

left that China is a capitalist society. For

social democrats like the Committee for

a Workers’ International (CWI). pushing

that lie is a way to lure leftist-inclined

youth and workers into embracing the

imperialist-led drive to smash the Chi-

nese workers slate, which is bureaucrat-

ically ruled by the CCP. Thus, the CWI
group in Hong Kong, Socialist Action,

fulminates against “capitalist" China as

it bangs the drums for the pro-imperialist

"democracy” movement (see "Hong Kong
Protests: Spearhead for Capitalist Coun-
terrevolution.” W^No. 1054. 17 October).

The aim of these protests is to weaken the

CCP’s hold on Hong Kong—since 1997 a

capitalist enclave of the People's Republic

of China—and thereby encourage coun-

terrevolutionary forces on the mainland.

Right around the time that the Finan-

cial Times story appeared, the CWI
posted an article on its website that tried

to explain away protest leaders' ties to

U.S. and British government agencies

(“Is the US Promoting a ‘Colour Revo-

lution’ in Hong Kong?" socialistworld.

net. 18 October). In this piece, the CWI
declared that the American and Chinese

Defense of the Workers States

In the 1937 article excerpted below, Bol-

shevik leader Leon Trotsky explained that

despite Stalinist misrule the USSR remained

a workers state based on collectivized prop-

erty. At the same lime, he warned that the

bureaucratic caste headed by Stalin—which

had renounced the struggle for workers

revolution internationally in the name of
“building socialism in one country’’ and
.seeking "peaceful coexistence" with imperi-

alism—threatened to undo the gains won by

the October Revolution. Capitalist counterrevolution in 1991-92, a cata.strophic defeat

for the working class worldwide, proved Trotsky right. Today, the Trotskyist program

of unconditional military defense against counterrevolutionary forces and for prole-

tarian political revolution to oust the bureaucracy applies with equal force to China
and the other remaining deformed workers stales.

The pressure of imperialism on the Soviet Union has as its aim the alteration of the

very nature of Soviet society. The struggle—today peaceful, tomorrow military—con-

cerns the forms of property. In its capacity of a transmitting mechanism in this struggle,

the bureaucracy leans now on the proletariat against imperialism, now on imperialism

against the proletariat, in order to increase its own power. At the same time it mercilessly

exploits its role as distributor of the meager necessities of life in order to safeguard its

own well-being and power. By this token the rule of the proletariat assumes an abridged,

curbed, distorted character. One can with full justification say that the proletariat, ruling

in one backward and isolated country, still remains an oppressed class. The source of

oppression is world imperialism; the mechanism of transmission of the oppression—the

bureaucracy. If in the words “a ruling and at the same time an oppressed class” there is a

contradiction, then it flows not from the mistakes of thought but from the contradiction

in the very situation of the USSR. It is precisely because of this that we reject the theory

of socialism in one country.

The recognition of the USSR as a workers* stale—not a type but a mutilation of a

type—does not at all signify a theoretical and political amnesty for the Soviet bureauc-

racy. On the contrary, its reactionary character is fully revealed only in the light of (he

contradiction between its antiproletarian politics and the needs of the workers’ state.

Only by posing the question in this manner does our exposure of the crimes of the

Stalinist clique gain full motive force. The defense of the USSR means not only the

supreme struggle against imperialism, but a preparation for the overthrow of the Bona-
partist bureaucracy.

—Leon Trotsky. "Not a Workers’ and Not a Bourgeois Slate?" (November 1937)

TROTSKY

governments "both represent the interest

of billionaires." This would be news to

the heads of state-owned companies in

China who are now 'watching a buzzsaw

run through their pay packages.

Let us assume that the CWI’s adherents

realize that Wall Street executives would
respond rather differently than Chinese

managers did if Washington so much as

hinted at trimming the gargantuan pay.

stock options and other wealth they accrue

for jacking up profits (with a “golden

parachute" waiting in the event the bot-

tom falls out). For one thing, they could

simply cut the financial lifeline feeding

any of their political agents. Democratic

or Republican, who showed such temerity.

The inverse of this relationship operates in

China, a bureaucratically deformed work-

ers slate (hat issued out of the 1949 Revo-

lution. Decades of “market reforms" have

created large capitalist firms, including

some spawned directly by the bureauc-

racy. Nevertheless the state-owned enter-

prises (SOEs) and banks remain the core

of China’s economy, and their managers

answer to the government. As the head of

China’s giant petroleum and petrochemi-

cal company Sinopec pul it, perhaps rue-

fully, “If you want to earn big sums, you

should not be an SOE executive."

What the CWI obscures is the class

difference between capitalist America

and the People’s Republic of China. To

be sure, a layer of capitalists has emerged

on the mainland in recent years, but they

remain atomized and lack (heir own polit-

ical parties, unlike in Hong Kong. There

are also plenty of fat cats in the nationalist

CCP bureaucracy, a cancer that eats away

at the foundations of the workers slate.

But the bureaucrats’ privileges lack the

security provided by the properly rights

enshrined in law in the U.S.. Britain, etc.

(the only rights to which the "democratic"

capitalist rulers are unequivocally com-
mitted). Witness the heads that are rolling

in the current anti-corruption campaign.

It is the task of the Chinese proletariat

to remove the parasitic CCP bureaucracy

through political revolution and create a

regime of workers democracy and prole-

tarian internationalism. The basis for such

a fight must be unconditional defense of

the workers slate against the class enemy,

which requires as well the unmasking of

phony “socialists” who seek to tie the com-

bative Chinese working class to the forces

of capitalist counterrevolution. The strug-

gle of workers in the U.S. to overthrow the

rule of the capitalist exploiters must pro-

ceed from defense of gains already won by

the international proletariat, not least those

of the Chinese Revolution.*

Letters

On a False Analogy

with Nazism
• DearWV:

20 August 2014

The Spartacist League is unquestion-

ably completely committed to the fight

against anti-Semitism and other social

evils. But every lime I read in WV a

Nazi characterization of the Israeli slate,

I cringe: lebensraum, untermenschen, etc.

To refer to these categories in the context

of the Zionist state is to implicitly iden-

tify Israel and Nazi Germany. Zionism

is a simpleminded, reactionary, racist

political program born in opposition to

socialism, and the Israeli state is itself

in all its political guises racist. In fact,

both Israel and Nazi Germany are essen-

tially race-based states, more essentially,

it seems to me, than other modern cap-

italist states. But the Zionist state is not

a fascist state and there are. needless to

say, gross essential differences between

the racism and brutality of the Nazi state

and the racism and brutality of the Zion-

ist state. The fact that a state is racist no

doubt invites the development of fascist

elements and there certainly are fascists

in Israel. But there are fascists in every

modern capitalist state. And many capi-

talist states engage in brutal murderous

adventures. One particularly close to

home comes to mind. In fact, racism and
brutality are endemic in capitalism itself.

WV doesn’t refer to other states with

Nazi terms, only Israel, a nation made up

largely of the. victims and their offspring

of the insane Nazi genocide machine.

Thus in the newspaper of the revolu-

tionary parly these characterizations are

inexplicable. There is, has always been, in

my opinion, a disconnect between WV’s
commitment to accurate political charac-

terizations and these not infrequent com-
ments in WV.
How does WV justify this practice?

A WV reader

WV replies:

Our reader raises valid points and we
thank him for the letter*

On the NYC Climate March
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The letter below was received after our
publication of "Toxic Fumes from Eco-
Socialists" (WV No. 1055. 31 October).

8 November 2014

I guess the very nicely printed subway

ads were a tell—I have never seen subway

ads for a protest march before. I think it is

extremely obvious that anything less than

an international proletarian revolution will

not be able to touch the issue of global

warming. The degree of cooperation

needed on an international scale would
be tremendous, and absolutely beyond the

reach of competing capitalist countries.

What should be a big “duh" for any Marx-
ist is way beyond the ostensible socialists

such as the ISO [International Socialist

Organization] that foster faith in the bour-

geoisie to deal with this—and who pander
to the petite bourgeois eco-milieu.

Comradely greetings.

David

CORRECTIONS
In the article “Hong Kong Protests;

Spearhead for Capitalist Counterrevo-

lution" (WV No. 1054. 17 October), we
mistakenly referred to the journal New
Eastern Outlook as the Near Eastern

Outlook. The article “Ireland: Anti-

Abortion Hell for Women” in the same
issue mistakenly stated that the young
woman’s hunger strikes took place over

three weeks. In fact, it was two weeks.

2 WORKERS VANGUARD



The PDC is a class-struggle, non-sectarian legal and social defense organization which champions cases and causes
in the interest of the whole of the working people. This purpose is in accordance with the political views of the Spartacist League.

CLASS-STRUGGLE DEFENSE NOTES

29th Annual PDC Holiday Appeal

Free the Class-War Prisoners!
For nearly three decades, the Partisan

Defense Committee has provided stipends

to class-war prisoners—those behind bars

for opposing varied expressions of racist

capitalist oppression. The PDC is now
organizing our annual Holiday Appeal

fundraisers on behalf of 16 such prison-

ers. We send them $50 monthly stipends

and provide holiday gifts for them and

their families. The prisoners generally

use the funds for basic necessities, from
supplementing the inadequate prison diet

to buying stamps and writing materials,

or 10 pursue literary, artistic and musical

endeavors that help ameliorate the living

hell of prison life.

The PDC's stipend program is mod-
eled on a tradition of the early Commu-
nist movement, specifically the Interna-

tional Labor Defense (ILD) under its first

secretary, James P. Cannon, from 1925-

28. The ILD sent monthly contributions

to more than 100 people imprisoned for

fighting in the interests of the working

people and the oppressed. As Cannon
observed: "The procession that goes in

and out of the prison doors is not a new
one.... All through history those who
have fought against oppression have con-

stantly been faced with the dungeons of

a ruling class” ("The Cause That Passes

Through a Prison,” Labor Defender, Sep-

tember 1926).

Workers World

Mumia Abu-Jamal.

This past year, we added Albert Wood-
fox as a stipend recipient. Along with other

Black Panther Party members known as the

Angola Three, Woodfox stood up against

the hideous racism at Louisiana's notori-

ous Angola prison. In retaliation, prison

authorities have subjected him to more
than four decades of solitary confinement.

Others who had received stipends are

now outside prison walls. After months

of medical neglect and with thousands

Court Overturns

Woodfox Conviction
Still in Solitary

On November 20. the federal Fifth Cir-

cuit Court of Appeals unanimously upheld

a 2012 lower court decision to overturn

Albert Woodfox’s conviction for the 1972

fatal stabbing of a Louisiana prison guard.

This ruling is the fourth time a court has

tossed out his murder conviction; yet

Woodfox outrageously still languishes in

solitary confinement. Even the American

Carrie Relchardt

Angola Three prisoners Albert Wood-
fox (left) and the late Herman Wal-

lace, in 2008.

bourgeoisie’s main mouthpiece, the New
York Times, now calls Woodfox’s treat-

ment "barbaric beyond measure.”

After they organized a Black Panther

Party chapter at Angola prison. Woodfox
and fellow inmates Herman Wallace and

Robert King, known as the Angola Three,

were put in the crosshairs by their jailers.

Woodfox and Wallace were framed up for

stabbing prison guard Brent Miller. King

was falsely convicted of killing a fellow

inmate a year later. Wallace died from

liver cancer in October 2013. only three

days after his release from prison. King

was released in 2001.

Woodfox’s conviction had all the ear-

marks of a classic railroad. There was not

a shred of physical evidence linking him to

the murder and it was later revealed that the

key prosecution "eyewitness" was bribed

for his testimony at trial. So transparent was

the frame-up that Miller’s widow. Leontine

Rogers, believes Woodfox to be innocent

and has joined the call to release him.

In 1992. Woodfox’s conviction was first

overturned in court. He was retried and

convicted again six years later. Over the

next 14 years, that conviction was subse-

quently overturned, reinstated and over-

turned again, in 2012. The latest court

ruling rejects the stale’s appeal of the

2012 decision. This legal labyrinth vividly

illustrates the vindictive campaign to see

that Woodfox rots in prison hell. Woodfox

should not spend a single additional night

in prison but he remains buried alive as

the stale of Louisiana considers appealing

the ruling. Free Albert Woodfox nowlwt

demanding her release. Lynne Stewart was

finally let out of federal prison last New
Year’s Eve. Suffering serious complica-

tions from breast cancer, Stewart is under-

going special treatment at Memorial Sloan

Kettering hospital in New York City. She

reports that she is struggling with drug

side effects and is having difficulty walk-

ing. Other former PDC stipend recipients

are the young anti-fascist activists known
as the Tinley Park 5, who were released

at various limes over the last 12 months

or so. They had been tossed into prison

for heroically dispersing a Chicago-area

meeting of fascists in May 2012.

As Cannon said. "The class-conscious

worker accords to the class-war prisoners

a place of singular honor and esteem.”

Join us in this vital work of solidarity. The
16 class-war prisoners receiving stipends

from the PD(T are listed belqw.

* * *

Mumia Abu-Jamal is a former Black

Panther Party spokesman, a well-known

supporter of the MOVE organization

and an award-winning journalist known
as "the voice of the voiceless.” Framed
up for the 1981 killing of a Philadelphia

police officer. Mumia was sentenced to

death explicitly for his political views.

Federal and state courts have repeatedly

refused to consider evidence proving

Mumia’s innocence, including the sworn

confession of Arnold Beverly that he, not

Mumia, shot and killed the policeman. In

2011 the Philadelphia district attorney’s

office dropped its longstanding effort to

legally lynch America’s foremost class-

war prisoner. Mumia remains condemned

to life in prison with no chance of parole.

Leonard Peltier is an internationally

renowned class-war prisoner. Peltier’s

incarceration for his activism in the

American Indian Movement has come
to symbolize this country’s racist repres-

sion of its native peoples, the survivors

of centuries of genocidal oppression. Pel-

tier was framed up for the 1975 deaths of

two FBI agents marauding in what had

become a war zone on the South Dakota

Pine Ridge Reservation. Although the

lead government attorney has admitted.

"We can’t prove who shot those agents,"

and the courts have acknowledged blatant

prosecutorial misconduct, the 70-year-old

Peltier is not scheduled to be reconsidered

for parole for another ten years! Peltier

suffers from multiple serious medical

conditions and is incarcerated far from

his people and family.

EightMOVE members—Chuck Africa.

Michael Africa, Debbie Africa. Janet

Africa, Janine Africa. Delbert Africa,

Eddie Africa and Phil Africa—are in

their 37ih year of prison. After the 8

August 1978 siege of their Philadelphia

home by over 600 heavily armed cops,

they were sentenced to 30-100 years hav-

ing been falsely convicted of killing a

police officer who died in the cops' own
cross fire. In 1985, eleven of their MOVE
family members, including five children,

were massacred by Philly cops when a

bomb was dropped on their living quar-

ters. After more than three decades of

unjust incarceration, these innocent pris-

oners are routinely turned down at parole

hearings. None have been released.

Albert Woodfox is the last -of the

Angola Three still incarcerated. Along

with Herman Wallace and Robert King,

Woodfox fought the vicious, racist and

dehumanizing conditions in Louisiana’s

Angola prison and courageously organ-

ized a Black Panther Party chapter at the

prison. Authorities framed up Woodfox
and Wallace for the fatal stabbing of a

prison guard in 1972 and falsely convicted

King of killing a fellow inmate a year

later. For over 42 years, Woodfox has been

locked down in Closed Cell Restricted

(CCR) blocks, the longest stretch in sol-

itary confinement ever in this country.

His conviction has been overturned three

times! According to his lawyers, he suf-

fers from hypertension, heart disease,

chronic renal insufficiency, diabetes, anx-

iety and insomnia—conditions no doubt

caused and/or exacerbated by decades of

vindictive and inhumane treatment.

continued on page 9

29th Annual PDC Holiday Appeal

Free the Class-War Prisoners!

Free Mumia Abu-Jamai!
NEW YORK CITY

The Holiday Appeal will take

place in January. Date, time

and place to be announced.
Information; (212) 406-4252

tilusVaiion by Oer<i -

CHICAGO

Sunday, December 7
3 to 7 p.m.

U.E. Hall

37 S. Ashland (at Monroe)
Information: (312) 563-0442

OAKLAND

Saturday, January 17

1 to 4 p.m.

303 Hudson St., lower level

rkeley Korean United Methodist
Church, at College and

Manila Avenues)
Information: (510) 639-0852

Sponsored by the Partisan Defense Committee
(212) 406-4252 * partlsandefense@earthlink.net • www.partisandefense.org
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Young Spartacus

Reformism AdAbsurdum

The ISO and the SAT Exam
Last March, the College Board

announced that it was going to redesign

the SAT, the college-entrance examination

originally known as the Scholastic Apti-

tude Test. Faced with the public relations

problem that scores on the three-hour-

long exam reflect test takers’ race and

class, the College Board and Educational

Testing Service (ETS)
—

“nonprofit” com-
panies that rake in millions of dollars

managing and designing the exam—have

announced changes aimed at making the

exam less biased. These include eliminat-

ing the penalty for guessing, lessening the

emphasis on esoteric vocabulary words,

making the essay optional and attempting

to align the math section to what is actu-

ally taught in high schools.

Cynics have observed that this make-
over comes at the same time that the

SAT’s rival, the ACT (formerly known as

American College Testing), has grabbed

the lion’s share of the market. Others

speculate that the change reflects declin-

ing knowledge of math and vocabulary

among today’s elite students. Some liber-

als accfept the College Board’s rationale,

although they may disagree with this or

that change.

Absurdly, the reformist “socialists” of

the International Socialist Organization

(ISO) published an article bemoaning
the new test’s focus on “job skills train-

ing” as opposed to “critical thinking” or

“intellectual curiosity.” As Marxists, our

starting point is not to complain about the

SAT (or demand it be changed in one way
or another) but rather to attack its entire

premise: that education is some sort of

rare commodity that must be rationed to

the select few. Instead of a “fair” way to

exclude working-class, black and Latino

students from higher education, the Spart-

acus Youth Clubs call for open admissions

with no tuition and a state-paid living sti-

pend for students to make open admis-
sions economically meaningful.

We also call to nationalize the pri-

vate universities, the most elite of which
formed the College Board more than 100
years ago to keep their institutions the

preserve of the ruling class. This includes

Harvard, whose president, chemist James
Conanl, wanted a more “objective” way
of maintaining the academic standing of

Harvard’s bastion of class and race priv-

ilege during the Great Depression (in

between spearheading development of

poison gas during the first interimperial-

ist war and atomic weapons in the sec-

ond). Conant spurred his dean of students.

Henry Chauncey. to make the SAT more
“scientific” by creating ETS to develop

the exam. The goal of the SAT is to create

a perfect bell curve, so that those to the

left of some cutoff can “scientifically” be
excluded from decent higher education.

Spartacus Youth Club
Class Series

LOS ANGELES
Wednesday, December 3, 7 p.m.

Black Liberation Through
Socialist Revolution

UCLA, Kerckhoff Hall, Room 152
Information and readings:

(213) 380-6239 • slsycla@sbcglobal.net

Entrance exams like the SAT and

ACT are necessarily biased because they

reflect class society, which in the U.S.

is also inherently racist. Even leaving

aside the fact that certain types of ques-

tions are in themselves biased (such as

one infamous analogy about regattas and

oarsmen), scions of the wealthy do bet-

ter on such exams because they have all

the privileges that allow them to do so;

better high school education, access to

technology, books and other educational

materials; higher-paid teachers and tutors;

access to bourgeois culture. Failing that,

their parents can pay for private test-

prep lessons that can run to thousands of

dollars. If all the questions on the exam
were reduced to just one crude measure
of familial income—say. "how many bath-

rooms are in your house”—the bell curve

would not change very much. Poor and

minority students do not have access to the

same advantages of the elite few; they face

countless obstacles and pressures brought

on by their oppression—from the need to

work jobs to support their families to wor-

rying over how to pay for their next meal.

Furthermore, the fact that black students

on average score worse than their white

counterparts of the same wealth and paren-

tal education is evidence of a segregated

and very unequal educational system.

No amount of test-tweaking can make

Dear Editor.

“College Sports Plantation” (WV No.

1054, 17 October) argues. “In the U.S..

the cult and business of spectator sports

has become another ’opium of the peo-

ple’.” Racism serves as the rock of the

church upon which American capitalism

is built. We can also observe how sports

in the United States sweats bigotry from
every pore under such exploitation. How-
ever, hasn’t the writer overstretched the

boundaries for usage of the term “cult”?

In his 1923 essay “Vodka, the Church,
and the Cinema,” Leon Trotsky observed

the phenomenon of the cinema by stat-

ing. “This amazing spectacular innova-

tion has cut into human life with a suc-

cessful rapidity never experienced in the

past. In the daily life of capitalist towns,

the cinema has become just such an inte-

gral part of life as the bath, the beer-hall,

the church, and other indispensable insti-

tutions. commendable and otherwise.”

He continued:

“The fact that we have so far, i.e.. in

nearly six years, not taken possession of

the cinema shows how slow and unedu-
cated we are, not to say, frankly, stupid.

This weapon, which cries out to be used,

is the best instrument for propaganda,
technical, educational, and industrial

propaganda, propaganda against alco-

hol. propaganda for sanitation, political

propaganda, any kind of propaganda you
please, a propaganda which is accessible

to everyone, which is attractive, which
cuts into the memory and may be made a

possible source of revenue.".

Trotsky was certainly aware of the reac-

tionary usage of the cinema as a reaction-

ary tool bent on perpetuating racist divi-

this disappear. For the ruling class, the

value of the SAT is that it creates the fic-

tion that such' differences are based on
inherent “psychometric” differences that

can be “scientifically” plotted on a bell

curve, instead of reflecting social condi-

tions. When on occasion the bell curved

the wrong way—for example, when white

Southerners originally scored lower than

their Northern counterparts—the data

was hidden from view to avoid public

reaction against the exam.

While Marxists oppose the entire idea

of rationing education, some self-styled

socialists do not. Thus. ISO’s Socialist

Worker (“Meet the New Test,” 20 March)
argued;

"For future SAT takers, these changes
will hopefully be an improvement to a

test that helps to determine their futures

and yet is based on discredited pedagogi-
cal theories from the distant past....

“But as a reflection of how our society

values education, the new SAT is another
step toward the restructuring kindergar-

ten [sic] through college into a 16-year

unpaid internship program for Corporate
America, which has never placed a high
value on critical thinking and intellec-

tual curiosity as workforce skills."

The implication is that there should be

a test, based on sound “pedagogical the-

ories,” that values “critical thinking and
intellectual curiosity” as well as more
traditional “workforce skills.” The other

sions in society and glorifying imperialist

militarism. However, he doesn’t appear
to argue the usage of this tool under cap-

italism as comparable to religion’s role as

“opium of the people.” Furthermore, can
not at! of these examples of how a pro-

letarian dictatorship would harness such
an essential innovation as the ‘cinema be
applicable to the realm of sports? Cer-
tainly the flag-waving nationalism put

implication is that education for the mass

of the population under capitalism has

ever served America’s bourgeois rulers

as anything but a mechanism for train-

ing the next generation of workers. (Of

course, the education they provide for the

elite is a different matter entirely.)

Rather than advise the College Board

on how to better ration education, the

Spartacus Youth Clubs fight to win youth

to the perspective of socialist revolution.

Under the rule of the working class, the

economic, natural, cultural and educa-

tional resources of society can be placed

at the disposal of those who toil, not

those who exploit. Only then can there

even begin to be an educational system

that aims at the full development of the

talents and intellects of all.

As our forebears, the Revolutionary

Communist Youth, put it in their program:

“We believe in the value of education
and professional training as it reflects

the development of man’s productive
capacity. Therefore, our focus of attack

is not on grading systems and technical

standards in themselves—indeed, the

future socialist society will require some
means of measuring competence. Rather,

our target is the class divisions which are

institutionalized though the educational
process.”

—Youth, Class and Party: Basic
Documents ofthe Revolutionary
Communist Youth (I971)B

on display by athletic events is no more
cult-like than the nauseating glorification

of bloody American imperialism on the

silver screen. What distinguishes the two
realms of entertainment?

Otherwise, I found the recent article to

be essential, especially in the wake of the

frequent racist scandalizing of college

and professional athletes constantly tak-

ing place in the bourgeois media. Can-

Letter

On Sports and Class Society

Clemson wide receiver DeAndre Hopkins baptized after practice; college
sports are infused with religiosity, patriotism.
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Honoring Antoinette Konikow, Pioneer Trotskyist
BOSTON—On November 15, four days

before the 145th anniversary of the birth

of revolutionary Marxist Antoinette Koni-

kow, supporters of the International Com-
munist League gathered to celebrate her

life and fighting spirit at her grave in West
Roxbury, Massachusetts. With decades of

experience in the international workers

rnovement, Konikow helped found what
would become the Communist Party (CP)

in the U.S. Later, she was expelled from
the CP for supporting Bolshevik leader

Leon Trotsky’s fight against the degener-

ation of the Comintern that accompanied

the rise in the Soviet Union of the parasitic

bureaucracy headed by Stalin. As part of

her role in building American Trotskyism,

Konikow. a physician, championed wom-
en'.s rights, notably by promoting birth

control in a nation mired in reaction. The
graveside tribute below, edited for publi-

cation, was followed by some additional

comments from those assembled and the

singing of the “Internationale.”

* *

We are here today to honor the life

of Antoinette Konikow during the anni-

versary month of both her birth and the

Russian Revolution, which so inspired

her and millions around the world. The
International Communist League (Fourth

Internationalist) sees Konikow as both a

WV Photo

Boston, November 15: Wreath laid

by ICL supporters at memorial gath-

ering held at Konikow’s graveside.

pioneer Trotskyist and a fighter for wom-
en’s rights.

Born in tsarist Russia, she joined

Plekhanov’s Emancipation of Labor

group as a teenage student in Switzer-

land. She later emigrated to the United

States in 1893. For nearly 60 years, with

Marxist compass in hand, Konikow stood

for the correct program in the major

non argued in 1953 that, “Socialism will

undoubtedly bring about a revolutionary

transformation of human activity and

association in all fields previously con-

ditioned by the division of society into

classes—in work, in education, in sports

and amusements, in manners and morals,

and in incentives and rewards.”

Only a Leninist-Trotskyist party, serv-

ing as a bastion of all the oppressed, can

make this reality sooner rather than later.

Comradely.

Corey A.

YSp replies:

Thank you for your thoughtful letter.

We agree that sports, like cinema, will

look very different in a classless society.

What we point out in the section of our

article from which you quote is that, in the

Militant

Antoinette Konikow published statement in support of Trotsky’s Left Opposition in Bulletin (December 1928)
of Independent Communist League. She was also an advocate of modern birth control methods, authoring
pamphlet (right) first published in 1923.

fights of the socialist movement.

She joined the Socialist Labor Party in

1893, and was expelled in 1897 for her

opposition to its bureaucratic practices.

Already speaking five languages, she

learned Yiddish to become a more effec-

tive organizer among immigrant Jewish

workers. In 1901, she was a founding

member of the Socialist Party of Amer-

ica. During World War I. she toured the

U.S., inspired by German Marxist leader

Karl Liebknechl’s courageous opposition

to social patriotism.

She threw her support to the 1917 Bol-

shevik Revolution and became a found-

ing member of the American Communist
movement in 1919. Against the Stalinist

degeneration of the Soviet Union, she

was one of the first in the American CP
to support Trotsky’s Left Opposition and

recruited five other Boston party mem-
bers to its views.

After James P. Cannon’s faction in the

CP was expelled in 1928 for supporting

the Left Opposition, Konikow was sum-

moned to appear before the CP’s Political

Committee. She wrote a defiant letter to

CP secretary Jay Lovestone, stating: “1

did work for Trotsky’s ideals and tried to

arouse sentiment for the Opposition in our

party, and I consider I have the full right

to do so according to the party’s stand on

inner party democracy. But it is useless

to expect your committee to accept this

viewpoint, for your leadership would not

last long under rules of real democracy

in our party. I consider that the party has

taken an outrageously wrong standing on

the Trotsky situation in Soviet Russia.

This stand is a result of the servile sub-

mission to the Stalin faction.”

Lovestone in his uniquely nasty man-
ner said after reading Konikow’s letter

to the November 2 meeting of the Com-
mittee: “It Is obvious from her letter that

she is the worst kind of a Trotskyite.

hands of the capitalist overlords, sports

can be wielded to channel the anger work-

ers feel from the thousand daily abuses

they suffer under capitalism into an outlet

that poses no threat to the profit system.

In addition, sports can be used to foster

nationalism, militarism and obedience

to authority—from the singing of the

national anthem before the game, to the

cutaways of imperialist troops watching

the event live from the field. We used the

term cult in the colloquial sense, just as

one might speak of a “cult of personality.”

We do not know exactly what form sports

will take under socialism. However we
can be sure that the racism, exploitation

and barbaric indifference to the safety

of athletes which is integral to capitalist

sports will not exist in a society run in the

interest of all humanity.*

biologically as well as politically. The
sooner we throw her out the better for

the party.” Konikow, a medical doctor

and a pioneer of birth control, was unani-

mously expelled by the Political Commit-
tee. Upon her expulsion, she formed the

Independent Communist League here in

Boston in 1928. That organization later

merged with the expelled Cannon fac-

tion to found the Communist League of

America, which was later to become the

Socialist Workers Party.

Konikow was always a stalwart fighter

for women’s rights. In 1923. she published

the handbook Voluntary Motherhood, the

first birth control manual by an Ameri-

can physician, written to educate her pri-

marily female immigrant patients. It sold

more than 10.000 copies in its first three

editions. She was repeatedly hounded by

Boston authorities for her work on birth

control, and in 1928 she was arrested for

exhibiting contraceptives in public. On
her own initiative, Konikow traveled to

the Soviet Union in 1926 to introduce

an inexpensive contraceptive jelly she

had developed with John G. Wright, a

chemist who was also- her son-in-law and

comrade and later one of Trotsky's trans-

lators. In 1931. she published Physicians'

Manual of Birth Control to address the

widespread ignorance in the medical pro-

fession itself.

In November 1938. there was a cele-

bration of Konikow's 50 years as a rev-

olutionary Marxist. She was presented

with a signed picture of Trotsky, who

wrote: “We are proud, my dear Antoi-

nette, to have you in our ranks. You are

a beautiful example of energy and devo-

tion for our youth. I embrace you with

the wish: Long Live Antoinette Konikow.

Yours fraternally, Leon Trotsky, Oct. 28,

1938, Coyoac^n.”

1 will end with two quotes from her

speech at that meeting: the words still

jump off the page today.

“In 1888. fifty years ago. I joined the

Social Democratic Party of Russia. Life

was as dark and hopeless as it may seem
to many today. ! was delighted to hear

the words of Plekhanov at the first con-

gress of the Second International; ‘Only

the working class will lead the Russian

revolution!’ But the working class of

Russia was spiritually even further away
from us than the workers of the United

States today. If anyone had told us at that

time that 15 years later a strike of one
and a half million workers would almost
overthrow Czarism, and that 15 years

after that the Russian soldier would
turn his gun not only against Czarism
but against the Russian bourgeoisie, we
would not have believed it. We would
have laughed. But it happened—and it

will happen again. Only this time it will

not take 30 years."

To the youth in the room that day, she

said: "We place in your hands a banner

unsoiled. Many times it was dragged into

the mud. We lifted it up and lovingly

cleansed it to give it to you. Under the

red banner of Marx. Lenin, and Trotsky,

you will conquer.”

On this day, at her grave, we honor the

memory of Antoinette Konikow.*
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Pakistan : Bloody Origins of

the Z.A. Bhutto Regime

Pakistan s

Other Story

The Bevolation

of 1968-69

LaJ Khaa

Workers demonstration in Lahore, capital of West Pakistan. When a general strike on
24 January 1969 shut down the city, the army was deployed and a curfew imposed.

book serve to gloss over the brutal

crimes of Pakistan’s capitalist rulers,

especially those committed by Z.A.

Bhutto.

The other book that I will critique

is Pakistan: Military Rule or People’s

Power? by Tariq AH, published in

London in 1970. Not only is Tariq Ali’s

book widely cited by bourgeois aca-

demic historians, it has been highly

influential in educating Pakistani

leftists. It presents a distorted picture,

seen through the eyes of a radical of

the 1960s generation who touted “red

universities" as revolutionary bastions

and looked to peasant-based guerrilla

warfare as the road to socialism in

Third World countries. Nothing in

Pakistan: Military Rule or People's

Power? gives a hint that the working

class, which played a decisive role

in those events, is the force with the

social power^to overthrow the capital-

ist order and open the road to social-

ism. The book’s title points to what

Ali saw as the alternative to military

rule: a struggle for "people’s power"

in which the working class is just

another sector of the people.

At the time, Tariq Ali was a leading

cadre of the fake-Trotskyist United

Secretariat of the Fourth International

(USec). His book is a classic example

of Pabloism. a revisionist tendency that

rejects the struggle to forge Trotskyist

parties and instead acts as a pressure

group on social-democratic. Stalinist

and non-proletarian forces. Under the

leadership of Michel Pablo, this ten-

dency destroyed the Trotskyist Fourth

International in the early 1950s.

In Pakistan: Military Rule or Peo-

ple's Power?, Tariq Ali argues that:

"Although Bhutto deserved support

in his courageous stand against the Ayub
dictatorship, it was also necessary that his

party programme should be subjected to a

severe critique by socialists." Though rev-

olutionary socialists may defend the likes

of Bhutto against state repression, we
give no political support to capitalist pol-

iticians as a matter of principle. But not

only does Tariq Ali give no hint of what
a "severe critique” of Bhutto’s programme
would have looked like, he writes out of

the historical record facts that would be

key to such a critique. There is no men-
tion of Bhutto’s virulent anti-Indian chau-

vinism. No mention of his close ties to a

section of the officer corps. No mention
of his opposition to the Bengali national

struggle. And not a word about the call

for a constituent assembly, a bourgeois

parliament, the device by which Bhutto

and the officers around Yahya Khan were

• able to derail the upsurge. Tariq AH’s nar-

rative, which ends with Yahya’s coming to

power, provides no idea of why Bhutto

would rush to embrace the declaration of

martial law.

Tariq AH’s political influence among
radicalised youth was apparent during
his tour of Pakistan in February-March
1969. at the height of the upsurge, when
he addressed massive rallies. The pro-

gramme that Tariq AH offered—polit-

ical prostration before Bhutto—comes
through in his articles from the time in

Black Dwarf (which he edited) and in

Intercontinental Press, published by the

USec. Nowhere in those articles is there

a serious political criticism of Bhutto.

Even as Bhutto was declaring his sup-

port for the March 1969 military take-

over. Tariq AH’s journal could conjure

up nothing more incisive about the PPP
than; "It talks about socialism constantly

and to its credit but without knowing

We reprint below the first part of

an article based on a presentation by

Workers Vanguard Editorial Board

member Bruce Andri to a July

2013 meeting in London held by the

Spartacisl League/Britain, which

published the article in Workers

Hammer Nos. 227 and 228 (Summer
and Autumn 20141

In late 1968 and early 1969 a great

popular uprising shook Pakistan. What
began as a student protest against

the military dictatorship of General

Mohammad Ayub Khan soon spread,

as the Bengalis of East Pakistan (today

Bangladesh) revolted. The industrial

working class demonstrated its power,

virtually shutting down the country at

WorkersHammer^

the height of the movement in March

1969. Events showed the potential for

the proletariat, drawing behind it the

peasantry and the oppressed nation-

alities, to lead a revolutionary assault

on the bourgeois order.

The historic opportunity was .squan-

dered, the outbreak of anger futilely

channelled into support for a wing

of the Army high command, led by

General Yahya Khan, which promised

elections to a constituent assembly

and a democratic constitution. Cru-

cial in bringing the uprising to heel

was bourgeois politician Zulfiqar

AH Bhutto, the father of Benazir

Bhutto. The scion of one of the most

prominent families of landed aristo-

crats in Sindh province. Z.A. Bhutto

had been one of Ayub Khan’s most

trusted lieutenants. He had served

loyally for some seven years as the

regime arrested Communists en masse,

murderously repressed nationalist forces

in Balochistan [in southwest Pakistan]

and. in March 1963, gunned down more
than 40 people to crush a general strike in

Karachi led by textile mill workers.

Pakistan’s 1965 war with India over

Kashmir—a reactionary war in which

the working class had no side—was a

key turning point in Bhutto’s career.

The Pakistani military’s poor showing
provoked a bitter backlash against the

regime among much of the population.

Following the signing of a January 1966

armistice agreement in Tashkent, student

demonstrations erupted in cities through-

out the country. Despite being a principal

architect of the war, Bhutto emerged as

a national hero, denouncing the Tashkent

accords (which he had helped negotiate)

and accusing the regime of having given

away at the peace table what the generals

claimed they had won on the battlefield.

In November 1967. Bhutto launched his

Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) based on a

combination of virulent anti-Indian chau-

vinism. "socialist" demagogy and paeans
to Islam.

Much of the generation of leftists and
working-class leaders carried to the fore

in 1968-69 gave open or backhanded sup-

port to Bhutto’s PPP. a thoroughly bour-

geois party, as did a number of estab-

lished trade-union leaders. Renouncing
the struggle for socialist revolution, they

built support for this ultra-patriot, and
reinforced the continued class rule of the

large landowners and the bourgeoisie.

Without a Leninist party to wage an irrec-

oncilable struggle against the national-

liberal bourgeoisie, the combative prole-

tariat remained politically subordinate to

the capitalist class enemy. The essential

lesson to be drawn from that experience

is that the working class must have its own
political leadership independent of all the

agencies and representatives of capitalist

rule.

The national oppression of the Bengalis

was of vital importance in 1968-69. The
most powerful strikes were centred in

West Pakistan, where the country's indus-

try was concentrated. In East Pakistan,

separated from the rest of the country by

1,000 miles of hostile Indian territory,

the peasant revolt was strongest. There

the upsurge was largely directed against

the national oppression suffered by the

Bengalis at the hands of the Punjabi-

dominated Pakistani state. In order for the

working class to lead the peasant masses

in an assault on the capitalist order,

it was necessary for the proletariat to

champion the Bengalis’ right of national

self-determination. Bhutto, in contrast.

was a staunch supporter of the system by
which the ruling class in West Pakistan

oppressed and exploited the Bengalis in

the East.

In the course of this talk, 1 will be

debunking myths presented in two books

that purport to provide a Marxist view of

this history. The first book is Pakistan's

Other Story: The Revolution of 1968-69

by Lai Khan, published in 2008. He is the

leader of the Struggle group. Pakistani

section of the late Ted Grant’s Interna-

tional Marxist Tendency. Grant’s British

followers were an organic part of the

Labour Party for decades as the Militant

tendency. Internationally, these abject ref-

ormists have a tradition of liquidation

—

even into outright capitalist parties. For

most of its existence, the Struggle group

has been ensconced in the PPP. The many
omissions and distortions in Lai Khan’s

Works by pseudo-leftists Lai Khan and Tariq AH disappear the crimes of
Z.A. Bhutto’s bourgeois Pakistan People’s Party.

Part One: Hidden History of the

1968-69 Workers Upsurge
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what this would entail” (Black Dwarf, 18

April 1969).

British Colonialism and
the Origins of Pakistan

The state of Pakistan is an artificial

creation whose boundaries were arbi-

trarily drawn by the British colonial rul-

ers in the bloody Partition of India. As
the Indian masses revolted against colo-

nial oppression with the 1942 Quit India

movement, the British overlords stepped

up their policy of fomenting communal
hatreds. As a result, the oppressed Hindu.

Muslim and Sikh masses turned their

fury against each other—away from their

colonial oppressors, and from the Indian

capitalists and landed aristocracy. Parti-

tion. which was the culmination of two

centuries of divide-and-rule, was carried

out under a British Labour government in

1947. It unleashed communal slaughter on

an enormous scale and led to one of the

largest forced migrations in history. The

British rulers withdrew from the subconti-

nent without the ignominy of defeat at the

hands of their colonial slaves—a defeat

that would have shaken the rest of the

colonial world and Britain itself. They left

behind a subcontinent aflame in violence,

partitioned into majority-Hindu India and

the Muslim confessional stale of Pakistan.

The idea that Pakistan represented a

form of national self-determination for

the Muslims of the Indian subcontinent

was—and remains today—an utter fraud.

Pakistan is a multinational state in which

the mainly Punjabi ruling elite, persist-

ing from British rule, brutally lords it over

the Baloch people, the Pashtuns and other

oppressed nationalities and ethnicities.

This “prison house of peoples" is held

together largely through stark repression.

The army has ruled throughout Paki-

stan’s history, either directly or behind a

thin cover of parliamentary democracy.

It is intimately intertwined with the state

bureaucracy in an infernal machine that

enforces everything reactionary in Paki-

stani society, from bonded labour and

caste oppression to religious fundamen-

talism and the all-sided oppression of

women.
Like the rest of the subcontinent, Paki-

stan is an extreme example of combined

and uneven development. Modern indus-

try and an industrial proletariat have been

superimposed on a largely peasant-based

society and coexist with frightfully back-

ward social conditions. While the landed

aristocracy, textile bosses and upper ech-

elons of the military plunder the coun-

try’s wealth, the poverty of the labouring

masses can be gauged by the fact that

childhood malnutrition is more acute than

in much of sub-Saharan Africa.

Trotsky’s perspective of permanent rev-

olution provides the Marxist programme
for carrying out the revolutionary transfor-

mation of economically backward coun-

tries that came to capitalist development

in the epoch of imperialism. Central to

this programme is the understanding that

in such countries, bourgeois-democratic

gains such as national emancipation, land

to the tiller, legal equality of women and

the separation of religion and the state

require the overthrow of the capital-

ist order through socialist revolution in

which the proletariat comes forward as the

leader of all the oppressed, above all the

peasant masses. This was the programme

on which the Bolshevik Party, under the

leadership of Lenin and Trotsky, carried

the Russian Revolution of October 1917

to victory.

Just as the Bolsheviks saw the Octo-

ber Revolution as the opening shot of a

broader European-wide revolution, com-

munists in the subcontinent need to view

revolutions in their countries in an inter-

national framework. The struggles for lib-

eration of all the exploited and oppressed

of the Indian subcontinent are closely

interlinked, requiring the revolutionary

overthrow of the bourgeoisies in India.

Pakistan and Bangladesh and the estab-

lishment of a socialist federation of South

Asia. Ultimately the capitalist system

must be destroyed at its strongest points,

the advanced industrial stales. The pro-

letarians of the more backward countries

must be linked to their class brothers and

sisters in the West through an interna-

tional of Leninist-Trotskyisi parties.

At Partition. Pakistan inherited a mere

nine per cent of the industrial establish-

ments of the subcontinent, and control of

that industry was concentrated in West

Pakistan. Before Bangladeshi indepen-

dence. the Punjabi-dominated regime

exploited East Pakistan as an impover-

ished semi-colony. All major industries

in East Pakistan were in the hands of the

families which dominated West Paki-

stan—the Adamjee and Dawood families

were prominent examples. The wealth

generated by the peasantry in East Paki-

stan was appropriated by the capitalists

in West Pakistan through the following

scheme; agricultural products produced in

ties and raise its own armed forces. The

federal government would be responsible

solely for national defence and foreign

affairs. This was a plan not for national

liberation of East Bengal but for renegoti-

ating the terms of its subordination to the

regime. The Six-Point Programme repre-

sented the interests of the upper levels of

the petty bourgeoisie, whose development

into a capitalist class was stymied by West

Pakistan’s economic stranglehold. In con-

trast, we raised the demand for Bengali

national self-determination, including the

right to unite with the Bengalis in India

and to form a separate state.

The Ayub regime reacted to the dec-

laration of the Six Points with charac-

teristic brutality, unleashing a wave of

repression against the Awami League

command. According to Ayub’s former

Air Force commander-in-chief. Bhutto

“maintained good personal relations with

important Generals throughout his tenure

as a minister in Ayub Khan’s cabinet and

had done his utmost to retain these links

even after his exit from the government’’

(Mohammed Asghar Khan, Generals in

Politics: Pakistan 1958-1982 (1983]).

During speaking tours in the summer

of 1967. Bhutto experimented with a left-

ist image. After supporting the U.S. war in

Vietnam as foreign minister. Bhutto now
began to oppose it. For the first time in

his life, he started to slip the word “social-

ism” into his speeches—while always

insisting that it was based on the princi-

ples of Islam. He discovered that not only

did he not gag when he pronounced the

word “socialism” but his audiences loved

it. As one of Bhutto’s biographers put it:

“His move towards socialism was graded

very carefully. Only after he was sure of

the public response did his demands grad-

ually become more strident” (Salmaan

Taseer. Bhutto: A Political Biography

1 1980)).

Anti-India diatribes, including the call

for a “thousand year" confrontation over

Kashmir, were a stock theme in Bhutto’s

speeches. Bhutto called for military train-

ing on campuses, arguing that “the masses

should be prepared for a people's war"

over Kashmir. In this, he echoed a sec-

tion of the Pakistani military that had

latched onto the notion of “people’s war"

as a way of compensating for India’s

military superiority. Lai Khan’s Strug-

gle group lauds Bhutto’s call for a “peo-

ple's army,” implying that he was for a

people’s militia as opposed to a standing

army. This is simply a gross falsification.

As we will see later, when Bhutto came
to power and formed a paramilitary goon

sqpad to brutalise worker militants and

political opponents, he claimed it was a

“people's army.”

Founding of the Pakistan
People’s Party

In November 1967, Bhutto held the

founding convention of the PPP. Joining

the coterie of landowning aristocrats

was a rogues' gallery of Muslim League

has-beens and Maoists, and two maulvis

(Muslim priests) as guarantors of the par-

ty’s Islamic credentials. (During the con-

vention, both maulvis look the floor to

affirm that socialism is compatible with

Islam.) Not surprisingly, given Bhutto’s

well-known backing of stale repression

against the Bengali nationalists. East

Pakistan was not represented.

After hearing renderings from the

Koran, the assembled luminaries turned

their attention to the PPP's Foundation

Documents. They denounced the Awami
League’s Six-Point Programme as open-

ing the road to independence for East

Pakistan and declared flatly: “Pakistan

is one nation and not two.” One docu-

ment pledged to “maintain the policy

of confrontation” over Kashmir. And
to make sure that there was no mistak-

ing the party’s commitment to Islam,

another announced (in capital letters):

“WE PROMISE TO CONTINUE THE
JEHAD UNTIL GOD’S EARTH IS LIT
UP WITH DIVINE LIGHT.

”

We characterised the PPP’s programme
in those days as “landlord socialism”

(Workers Vanguard No. 16. February

1973). One of the PPP’s Foundation Doc-
uments affirmed that the party was for

“the transformation of Pakistan into a

socialist society.” Yet the Declaration of

Principles did not call for a single hectare

of land redistribution. Most of the Dec-

laration was penned by Jalaludin Abdur
Rahim. The military regime’s ambassa-

dor to France, Rahim threw in his lot with

Bhutto as his diplomatic career was com-
ing to a close. J.A. Rahim was the per-

sonification of “landlord socialism.” He
led the fight at the founding convention

against Including any call for land reform

in the Declaration of Principles. At the

same time, he wrote into that document
that the PPP was for “a classless society."

That phrase has been cited ad nauseam
by the Struggle group as the basis for their

continued on page 8

East Pakistan, especially jute, accounted

for most of the country’s export earnings.

A system of tariffs and quotas prevented

these earnings being used to purchase

goods on the world market. East Pakistan

thus became a captive market, forced to

purchase high-priced goods from West

Pakistan. The result was a massive trans-

fer of East Pakistan’s export earnings to

West Pakistan, where they were invested

in industry and led to the rapid growth of

the bourgeoisie.

The Pakistani ruling class proved unable

to erect even a facade of parliamentary

rule. Pakistan’s largest oppressed national-

ity. the Bengalis, accounted for a majority

of the country’s population. So, introduc-

ing democratic elections risked under-

mining Punjabi domination! In 1956, the

central government finally came up with

a constitution which avoided the principle

of “one man, one vote.” Firstly, the con-

stitution instituted “parity” between East

and West Pakistan: Bengal could not get

more than half the seats in the National

Assembly. Secondly, the four provinces

of what was called the West Wing were

consolidated into a single province. West

Pakistan. This so-called "one-unit plan"

undercut the ability of the Bengalis to

form a coalition with other oppressed

nationalities in the West. As a sop to the

Bengalis, their language was accorded

official status along with Urdu.

Bhutto Supports
Anti-Bengali Repression

When the Ayub regime was discred-

ited as a result of the ’65 war with India,

this pul wind in the sails of the Bengali

nationalists. In February 1966, Bengali

leader Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s petty-

bourgeois nationalist Awami League
issued a Six-Point Programme. This

called for Pakistan to become a federation

of the two wings, each with the power to

define its own fiscal and monetary poli-

cies. sign international commercial trea-

AP photos

Above: Students in East Pakistan
protest repression, Dhaka, 1968. The
oppressed Bengalis were prominent
in 1968-69 uprising. Left: Bengali
nationalist leader Mujibur Rahman
in Dhaka, March 1971, prior to

Bangladesh's war of independence.

leadership. Mujibur Rahman and other

League leaders were imprisoned—they

would be freed three years later as a

result of the mass upsurge. A 7 June 1966

hartal (general strike) called to protest

their arrests set off an explosion. Strik-

ers. some armed with shotguns, attacked

the police station in Narayanganj as well

as government buildings in Dhaka, the

capital of East Pakistan, and trashed the

home of the Parliamentary Secretary.

At least ten were gunned down by the

police. Clashes continued for months: by

the end of 1966 hundreds of Bengalis had

been killed by security forces.

That murderous crackdown was launched

amid a wave of hostility against the Ben-

gali nationalists, which Bhutto helped to

whip up in one last service to the Ayub

regime before he was forced out of the gov-

ernment. In March 1966, Bhutto helped get

the leadership of Ayub’s Convention Mus-

lim League to vole a motion denouncing

the Awami League’s “sinister conspiracy”

and calling on the government “to take

all necessary steps in order to meet the

challenge of this treasonable campaign

and preserve and protect the ideology

of Islam and the integrity of the Muslim

homeland” (Pakistan Times, 21 March
1966). What Bhutto meant by “all neces-

sary steps” was perfectly clear in light of

the Pakistani rulers’ history of murderous

repression against the Bengalis and other

oppressed nationalities,

Following Bhutto’s exit from the Ayub
government, after he had raised the ire of

Washington with anti-American rhetoric.

Pakistani Maoists pulled out all the stops

to mobilise support for him. The National

Student Federation (NSF). in which the

Maoists had substantial weight, declared;

“Mr Bhutto represents the youth in this

country in his vigour, intellect, honesty and

devotion.” The key to the Maoists' unholy

alliance with Bhutto was that, as Ayub’s

foreign minister after the 1962 border war

between India and China. Bhutto had been

the public face for a pro-China lilt in Paki-

stani foreign policy. While the Maoists did

the legwork to round up support for him.

Bhutto cultivated his ties with the military
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Pakistan...
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call for the PPP to “return to its original

Socialist manifesto.”

The PPP founding manifesto promised

extensive nationalisations of banking and

industry, which Bhutto’s leftist camp-

followers pretended was directed against

capitalism. The landowning aristocrats

who controlled the PPP saw things dif-

ferently. The industrial bourgeoisie that

had initially developed in Pakistan con-

sisted predominantly of mohajir traders

—

Urdu-speaking Emigres from India. That

generated considerable resentment among
Pakistan’s rural elites, especially in Sindh

(province] where the PPP had its strongest

base. They were intent on getting a piece

of the action for themselves. When it came

to power, the PPP did carry out the prom-

ised nationalisations. The primary path-

way for wealthy Pakistanis to accumulate

capital then became access to the PPP
and its allies in the state bureaucracy. The
country’s (former) Sindhi president Asif

Ali Zardari, one of the richest individuals

in Pakistan, can thank Bhutto for initiat-

ing the policies that got him where he is.

Tbfail Abbas, the main Maoist leader

in Karachi, brought his student followers

in the NSF leadership, such as Mairaj

Mohammad Khan, to the PPP founding

convention. Abbas was the head of the

Airways Employees Union at Pakistan

International Airlines. With influence

among students and links in the labour

movement, he was instrumental in help-

ing to jump-start the PPP. Bhutto gave

Mairaj Mohammad Khan, a member of

Abbas' group, a leadership post in the

Karachi PPP. where he served as a lackey

to the big Sindhi landlord wha ran the

party in that city.

The Maoists’ support for Bhutto was

based on the Stalinist dogma of two-

stage revolution, in which the first stage

is supposed to be a “democratic revolu-

tion.” This means subordinating the pro-

letariat to a supposedly progressive wing

of the bourgeoisie, while postponing the

second stage, proletarian revolution, to

the indefinite future—that is, never. In

the many countries where this has been

put into practice, from China in 1925-27

to Iraq in 1958-59 to Indonesia in 1965-

66. the result was never bourgeois democ-

racy, much less socialism, but the slaugh-

ter of leftists, workers and peasants. As
we will see in greater detail later in this

talk, the Maoists' political alliance with

Bhutto would have disastrous conse-

quences for the working class. Lai Khan
and the Struggle group never fail to crit-

icise the conception of "democratic revo-

lution” that underlay the Maoists’ support

to Bhutto. But the lesson they draw has

nothing to do with opposing class collab-

oration. They simply support Bhutto in

the name of socialism.

After the founding of the PPP, Bhutto

launched a barnstorming campaign of

speeches attacking the Ayub regime. He
summarised his programme in Political

Situation in Pakistan, written in June 1968,

which culminates in the call for "a popular

government” to carry out "reform of the

constitutional structure.” Lai Khan assures

us: "At that time in his speeches Bhutto

was advocating revolutionary socialism.”

A more accurate take appears in Salman
Rushdie’s satirical novel Shame, in which

the fictional character "Isky” Harappa

parodies “Zulfi” Bhutto: "He toured the

villages and promised every peasant one

acre of land and a new water-well.... He
screamed in regional dialects about the

rape of the country by fat cats and tilyars

[mohajirs], and such was the power of his

tongue, or perhaps of the sartorial talents

of Monsieur Cardin, that nobody seemed

to recall Isky’s own status as a landlord of

a distinctly obese chunk of Sind."

Bhutto sought to pressure a section

of the military high command to dump
Ayub and sponsor democratic reforms. He
declared that a military coup "will solve

no problems unless it comes with the pur-

pose of restoring the people’s rights." As

we will see, it would be precisely on that

pretext that Bhutto would support General

Yahya Khan’s seizure of power in March
1969.

Opening Battles of 1968-69

Remarkably, given its importance in

Pakistan’s history, there appears to be

no comprehensive history—certainly not

in English—of the upheaval of 1968-69.

Tariq Ali dealt at length with the student

movement in Pakistan: Military Rule or

People's Power?, while devoting no more

than a dozen lines to the explosion of

working-class struggle that shook the

country in March 1969. Likewise, Lai

Khan’s book devotes no more than a cou-

ple of pages to that demonstration of pro-

letarian power, and most of that consists of

an extended quote from a work by Bhutto’s

one-time finance minister!

The upsurge began with anti-government

protests by students in West Pakistan in

October 1968, largely led by the NSF. On
7 November, students took to the streets

in Rawalpindi, the interim capital of the

country and site of the army headquarters.

In the protests that followed, police shot

and killed three people. The Rawalpindi

events triggered student demonstrations

in Karachi. Lahore. Multan, Quetta and

other cities; the government responded by

shutting down the campuses. At the time,

Bhutto was trying to beef up his creden-

tials as an opponent of the Ayub regime.

A speaking tour happened to bring him
to Rawalpindi in the wake of the cop kill-

ing. and he joined the funeral procession.

Several days later, Bhutto was arrested

along with other supporters of the PPP
and the National Awami Party (NAP), a

left-radical grouping. They would spend

the next three months in Ayub’s jails.

The student demonstrations were ini-

tially limited to university-related issues,

centrally the demand that the govern-

ment withdraw the University Ordinance?*,

which threatened students who engaged in

political protests with the confiscation of

their degrees. But student agitation took

on a more political lone as it merged with

the PPP’s campaign against the Ayub

regime. By the end of December, student

leaders were calling for the resignation

of Ayub Khan. They did not say what he

should be replaced with. But Bhutto was

quite clear: a government that was com-

mitted to a directly elected constituent

assembly.

Working-class struggle was touched off

on 29 November, when a general strike

called by student leaders totally shut down

Rawalpindi. Students and workers fought

police attacks. Throughout the Punjab,

demonstrations continued for days as the

military watched warily from the bar-

racks. In December, protests spread to

East Pakistan, where the Bengali rural

masses and the urban proletariat quickly

took up demands directed against their

national oppression.

The dominant political force in East

Pakistan was Mujibur Rahman’s Awami
League. Rahman and 34 others had been

charged in December 1967-January 1968

in the so-called Agartala Conspiracy case.

They had been accused of conspiring with

Indian intelligence officials at a meeting

in Agartala, India to make East Pakistan

an independent slate. Rahman's forthright

defence at his trial had made him a hero

in East Pakistan. Mass influence was
also exercised by peasant leader Maulana
Bhashani. who had split from the Awami
League over its leadership’s support to

the 1956 Anglo-French-Israeli invasion

of Nasser’s Egypt. Bhashani joined with

nationalists from oppressed nationalities

in West Pakistan—Pashiun, Sindhi and
Baloch—to form the “anti-imperialist”

NAP.
Bhashani called a hartal in Dhaka for 7

December 1968. the day Ayub was sched-

uled to visit the city. Security forces fired

on the strikers, killing two. Bhashani
responded by calling a provjnce-wide
hartal on 19 December, and the Awami
League, supported by Bhashani. called

another for 14 December. During a

province-wide day of mobilisation on
29 December, police gunned down three

AP

February 1969 rally in Rawalpindi. Protests led by bourgeois opposition
Democratic Action Committee sparked broader struggles against regime.
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peasants. The upsurge was spreading to

rural East Pakistan where peasants seized

and burnt police stations, expelled rent

collectors and. in a number of cases, set

up their own local administrations.

The eleven-point programme that

came to be associated with the protest

movement in East Pakistan was adopted

in early January 1969 by a coalition of

student groups. It called for autonomy

for East Pakistan along the lines of the

Awami League’s Six-Point Programme

and added other demands, such as nation-

alisation of banking and large industries,

reduction of taxes on peasants and higher

wages for workers. It also demanded the

withdrawal of Pakistan from the South-

east Asia Treaty Organization and the

Central Treaty Organization—U.S.-led

military alliances directed against the

Soviet Union. The student programme

demanded the dropping of charges against

all political prisoners, in particular those

charged in the Agartala Conspiracy case.

In their respective book.s on the 1968-

69 upheaval, Iwlh Lai Khan and Tariq Ali

sidestep the fact that the upsurge in East

Pakistan was largely directed against the

national oppression of the Bengalis. Lai

Khan never even mentions the East Paki-

stani students' eleven-point programme. In

contrast, Tariq Ali acknowledges that in

East Pakistan "the students’ eleven-point

programme became the programme of

the people.” He lists some of its demands,

absurdly claiming that they were "anti-

capitalist in content." But he avoids men-

tioning that the eleven points included the

call for extensive autonomy for East Bengal.

In early January 1969, the traditional

opposition parties sought to corral the

movement onto a parliamentary track. Their

chosen vehicle was the Democratic Action

Committee (DAC). a coalition of most of

the parties which opposed the Ayub regime,

from the Awami League to the far-right fun-

damentalist Jamaat-e-lslami. Bhutto’s PPP
and Bha.shani’s NAP, wary of being dis-

credited by this noxious lash-up, kept their

distance. The DAC quickly adopted a pro-

gramme that included the main demands
raised by protesters and strikers—except

for those dealing with oppression of the

Bengalis. In a risky gambit, the DAC
leaders called a nationwide general strike

for 17 January that they hoped would
blow off steam, while .strengthening their

hand in negotiations with the regime. This

strike temporarily placed these venal pol-

iticians at the head of protests throughout

the country.

Police and army violence swelled pro-

tests following the one-day strike. On the

night of 23 January, 25.000 protesters

marched through the streets of Dhaka car-

rying naming torches and calling for the

complete independence of East Bengal.

The next day. 5,000 protesters stormed

the seat of the provincial government.
Crowds burned down the offices of two
pro-government newspapers. By day’s

end, half a dozen protesters in Dhaka and
other cities in East Pakistan had been
gunned down, including a young school-

boy. Cutting across the anti-Bengali rac-

ism fostered by the capitalist ruling class,

workers and students in West Pakistan
joined their counterparts in the East in

defying the Ayub regime’s murderous
repression. However, while the working
class continued to wage isolated strikes, it

had not yet demonstrated its social power.
In the absence of a proletarian axis, the

mass upsurge largely look the form of
rioting and street fighting with the police.

At this point the struggle could not bring
down the Ayub regime, to say nothing of

overthrowing the capitalist order.

Workers Take the Stage
In West Pakistan, the social explosion

was most intense in four cities: Karachi.
Lahore. Peshawar and Gujranwala, an
industrial city in northern Punjab. With
factory production in Karachi, the coun-
iry’.s industrial centre, down 30 per cent
as a result of the upsurge, (he regime
resorted to a massive show of force.

Round-the-clock curfews were imposed
and the army took up position.s in Dhaka
and the cities I just mentioned, threaten-
ing to shoot on sight anyone caught defy-
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Karachi, February 1969: Z.A. Bhutto, founder of the Pakistan People's Party,

addresses rally, positioning himself at head of mass opposition to Ayub
Khan regime.

ing the curlew. The Pakistan Timex (29

January 1969) described Lahore under

military occupation:

“The streets were deserted except for

officers and men of the Army and the

police.... Apart from essential services,

life in the city came to a standstill. No
shops were opened, no business con-

ducted. no offices operated and no fac-

tory emitted smoke."

Again the Ayub regime tried to bring

the upheaval to a close through negotia-

tions with the DAC leaders, and again it

was overtaken by the onrush of events. On
14 February, the country was shut down in

a hartal called by the DAC leaders, who,

as they had the previous month, sought to

back up their negotiations with a show of

force. As in January, the resulting repres-

sion triggered a renewed upsurge. The
Pakistan Times decried "the new wave of

mob fury that has begun to sweep fac-

tories. shops, railway stations...and vital

industrial concerns" (16 February 1969).

On 15 February, one of the Bengali sol-

diers accused in the Agariala Conspiracy

case was shot dead in prison. That marked

a watershed. The army was called out and

police viciously attacked protesters, espe-

cially in the industrial areas surrounding

Dhaka.

The Students Action Committee called

a student strike for 17 February to protest

police shootings as the army continued

to patrol the streets of Dhaka. An angry

crowd set fire to the residence of the

judge presiding over the Agartala case.

The judge reportedly fled for his life

by wrapping his Bengali cook's lungi {a

skirt-like garment) around his waist and

passing himself off as a commoner. In

Dhaka, a mass procession attacked the

houses of a pro-Ayub provincial minister

and of the Central Information Minister.

The latter had prohibited Pakistan Radio

from broadcasting songs by the Bengali

poet and Nobel laureate Rabindranath

Tagore. Chittagong, East Pakistan’s main

port, was paralysed by a lightning strike

of more than 2.000 dockworkers. When
word arrived in Dhaka that a professor

at Rajshahi University, in East Pakistan’s

northwest region, had been killed by

soldiers who bayonet-charged students,

workers from the industrial zones joined

students and the urban poor in defiance

of the curfew. The army went on a kill-

ing spree, indiscriminately gunning down
protesters. The bourgeois press blacked

out news’of the Dhaka massacre, reporting

just half a dozen deaths. Nuran Nabi, who
wrote of his participation in the events as

arv Awami League student activist, consid-

er.^ that the deaths were in the hundreds

(Bullets of '71: A Freedom Fighter's Story

[20101).

Meanwhile. Ayub was ceding to the

demands of the DAC: he lifted the state

of emergency in force since the 1965 war.

withdrew the Agartala case and released

Mujibur Rahman, Bhutto and a num-
ber of other political prisoners. Bhutto

and Bhashani did not participate in the

"negotiations” ploy. Having kept their dis-

tance from the DAC since its formation,

they had nothing to gain by embracing it

now. Yet Lai Khan, intent on “proving”

that the PPP responded to mass pressure,

manufactures his own alternative real-

ity: "Clearly, the left wing of the Peoples

party had been able to convince their

party Chairman that the Movement had

gone too far and penetrated too deeply to

accept any compromise with the regime.”

No compromise? In a month. Bhutto

would support martial law!

On 21 February, Ayub announced that

he would not stand for re-election as pres-

ident and evoked the prospect of “direct

elections on the basis of adult franchise.”

But the time for negotiations had long

passed. At a meeting of 100,000 people

in Dhaka, student leaders issued an ulti-

matum to Ayub & Co.; resign by 3 March
or "face the consequences.” A number of

large landowners and local moneylend-

ers had already perished at the hands of

peasants and other toilers in rural areas.

Ayub’s Basic Democrats—members of

local councils who constituted the lowest

tier in government—got the message and

resigned en masse. The system of local

government in East Pakistan began to col-

lapse like a house of cards.

With the peasant uprising spreading in

East Pakistan, the working class in both

wings of the country launched a strike

movement that by late March would vir-

tually shut down the economy. Especially

in the East, workers often used—with

overwhelming success—the gherao tac-

tic. confining the bosses in their offices

until the workers' demands were met. The

vanguard layer of the proletariat was the

cotton mill workforce in the industrial

areas around Karachi. Lahore and other

urban centres. These workers were among
the most exploited, working under inhu-

manly harsh conditions, but at the same

time they had the ability to shut down the

country’s largest industry.

A feature throughout this period was

the formation of "labour fronts." “action

committees” and other organisations to

co-ordinate workers’ struggles. Some of

these were formed by factory-floor lead-

ers; others resulted from splits within the

established trade-union leadership. This

pointed the way towards broader organi-

sations of the working class, such as work-

ers defence guards and committees to take

charge of distribution of food, that would

have the potential to become organs of

workers rule, as happened in the lead-up

to the October 1917 Russian Revolution.

But to put into practice a programme for

working-class power would have required

sharp political struggle against the "social-

ists” who were supporting Bhutto’s PPP.

Tariq AH. for example, called for a coali-

tion of all “left” forces around a four-point

programme of basic democratic rights,

land to the tiller, opposition to U.S. impe-

rialism and abolition of capitalism. Such a

coalition could only have helped the PPP
demagogues secure support on a platform

of empty promises. Incredibly for a self-

proclaimed Marxist. Tariq Ali added grist

to the mill of Bhutto’s reactionary crusade

on the theme that socialism is compatible

with Islam. One of his first public acts

during his visit to Pakistan was to offer

fatiha (a Koranic prayer). Addressing a

mass rally in Rawalpindi. Tariq Ali kissed

the Koran and denounced the “lackeys of

imperialists" who were "trying to create

doubts about my faith” (Pakistan Times,

8 March 1969).

March 1969: Culmination
of the Mass Upsurge

In March in West Pakistan, govern-

ment employees struck in defiance of laws

making such action punishable by a year

in prison. On 3 March, doctors and other

medical personnel struck for four days.

continued on page 10

Class-War

Prisoners...
(continuedfrom page 3)

Jaan Laaman and Thomas Manning
are the two remaining anti-imperialist

activists known as the Ohio 7 still in

prison, convicted for their roles in a

radical group that took credit for bank
“expropriations” and bombings of sym-
bols of U.S. imperialism, such as mil-

itary and corporate offices, in the late

1970s and ’80s. Before their arrests in

1984 and 1985, the Ohio 7 were targets

of massive manhunts. The Ohio 7*s pol-

itics were once shared by thousands of

radicals but. like the Weathermen before
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them, the Ohio 7 were spurned by the

“respectable” left. From a proletarian

standpoint, the actions of these leftist

activists against imperialism and racist

injustice are not crimes. They should not

have served a day in prison.

Ed Poindexter and Wopashitwe Mon-
do Eyen we Langa are former Black Pan-

ther supporters and leaders of the Omaha.
Nebraska. National Committee to Combat
Fascism. They are victims of the FBI’s

deadly COINTELPRO operation, under

which 38 Black Panther Party members
were killed and hundreds more impris-

oned on frame-up charges. Poindexter

and Mondo were railroaded to prison and

sentenced to life for a 1970 explosion that

killed a cop. and they have now spent

more than 40 years behind bars. Nebraska

courts have repeatedly denied Poindexter

and Mondo new trials despite the fact

that a crucial piece of evidence excluded

from the original trial, a 911 audio tape

long suppressed by the FBI, proved that

testimony of the state’s key witness was

perjured.

Hugo Pinell, the last of the San Quen-
tin 6 still in prison, has been in solitary

isolation for more than four decades. He
was a militant anti-racist leader of prison

rights organizing along with George Jack-

son. his comrade and mentor, who was
gunned down by prison guards in 1971.

Despite numerous letters of support and

no disciplinary write-ups for over 28

years, Pinell was again denied parole in

2009. Now in his late 60s. Pinell contin-

ues to serve a life sentence after having

finally been released from the notorious

torture chamber Pelican Bay SHU in Cal-

ifornia. a focal point for hunger strikes

against grotesque inhuman conditions.

Send your contributions to: PDC, P.O.

Box 99, Canal Street Station, New York,

NY 10013; (212) 406-4252.

A Visit to Hugo Pinell
7 September 2014

Comrades.

On Saturday 6 Sept. I visited with

Hugo and had a good 2 hour discus-

sion. He remains in fine health except

for continuing shoulder problem that

the prison has acknowledged but not

tended to. His color has improved

as he now gels approx. 10 hours per

week in the yard (within a closed cage

where he can do chin ups. separate

from cages where other isolation pris-

oners can have their moments in the

sun). He continues to receive weekly

visits from his Mom. Sister and his

Daughter.

He wanted to relay to you that he

finally had the latest PDC stipend

deposited into his account. Apparently

the guard, who initially received the

check, had placed it incorrectly but

when Hugo pointed out the problem it

was eventually rectified. Hugo wanted

me to thank you very much for all of

your help and your loyal attention to

him and his needs.

He recently has been moved to a

new cell (#119) where his TV is not

functioning but his family is helping

him get the necessary connections

so that he can receive cable channels

(It is apparently a digital system that

requires the inmate to supply certain

connections that they purchase from

the Walkenhorst vendor).

Yesterday was also the commem-
oration in Oakland of the California

Prison Hunger Strike and the event

was held @ a public park which ! was

Hugo Pinell at Pelican Bay prison,
2001.

able to attend and presented a message

of thanks and gratitude from Hugo.

He also had me relay another

message that Hugo believes must be

stressed. He believes the only demand
should be that the solitary housing

units “Must Be Closed" because the

prison guards union is going to con-

tinue to demand that jobs be main-
tained and he gives as an example
the transfer of young inmates to the

Pelican Bay SHU from other institu-

tions to fill-up the units left vacant by

Hugo and others being placed in the

new “transition" confinement. As he

pointed out the "reforms” will come
through action but the closure of the

SHU should be the only demand.

Yours in struggle

Freedom Now For All Class-War

Prisoners & A Socialist World!

C. M.
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NYPD Terror...
(conlinueJfrom page I)

on drugs" that i( would be u war on black

people. In the U.S., blacks are an oppressed

race-color caste integrated into the Amer-

ican capitalist economy while overwhelm-

ingly segregated at the bottom of society,

the la.st hired (when there are jobs on offer)

and first fired. Historically, black work-

ers have been among the most militant

and conscious sectors of the proletariat,

and anti-black racism serves to divide the

working class and keep it from fighting

in its own interests. The disproportionate

victimization of the black population is

integral to American capitalist rule.

“Broken Windows”
and Mass Incarceration

The “broken windows” policing that de

Blasio swears by and Bratton brought to

NYC in his first stint as police commis-

sioner in the 1990s is straight from the

"lock 'em up and throw away the key" play-

book of right-wing ideologues. According

to the “broken windows" metaphor, failure

to crack down on the most minuscule pub-

lic nuisances encourages the commission

of violent crimes. By these lights. Eric

Garner was one such broken window fixed

by the NYPD. As it stands, the denizens

of NYC housing projects are far less

likely to have their own broken windows
replaced by the Housing Authority than

they are to find themselves visiting young

relatives behind bars for such “crimes" as

jumping a subway turnstile or trespassing

in their own building.

“Broken windows” policing is the brain-

child of sociologists James Q. Wilson and

George Kelling, first outlined in a 1982

essay in the Atlantic Monthly. Wilson,

who died in 2012, was a fixture in the

right-wing American Enterprise Insti-

tute think tank alongside Charles Murray

and Richard Herrnstein. the authors of

The Bell Curve (1994). a racist pseudo-

scientific tract as.serling black biological

inferiority. Wilson coauthored Crime and
Human Nature with Herrnstein in 1985

and was considered a mentor by Murray.

Wilson promoted the “superpredator"

theory, which predicted that an entire gen-

eration of black and Latino youth would

become inveterate criminals menacing

society. This theory gave ideological justi-

fication to the “war on drugs." mandatory

minimum sentencing and stop-and-frisk.

The crime epidemic never happened; the

prison population quadrupled.

That the big-city liberal de Blasio is

implementing the policing strategy asso-

ciated with mass incarceration reflects

the fact that the Democratic Party, no

less than the Republicans, is a political

vehicle for the tiny elite that profits from

the exploitation of workers and lords over

the oppression of blacks. As we warned

prior to his election: “Whatever posture

he takes today and whatever palliatives

he may dole out. de Blasio as mayor will

be charged with managing the finance

capital of U.S. imperialism on behalf of

the Wall Street plutocrats and real estate

barons who run the city" (WV No. 1032.

18 October 2013). And indeed, little has

changed since de Blasio took over from

the hated billionaire Michael Bloomberg

on January 1.

Despite talk of tensions between City

Hall and the NYPD. the mayor has res-

olutely looked after the repressive forces

that he commands in the service of cap-

ital. When a city council bill outlawing

cop choke holds was mooted last week,

Bratton condemned it as “part of the con-

tinuing effort to bridle the police.” De
Blasio backed up his top cop in opposing

the measure, positing “extreme situations"

where choke holds might be necessary.

As a matter of course, the NYPD Hies

into a rage at the slightest hint of a con-

straint on its prerogatives, including when

it comes from de Blasio. Not surprisingly,

the Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association

(PBA) is in a lather over the new weed

policy. The PBA has also railed against

the city’s lawsuit settlement with the Cen-

tral Park Five, black and Latino youth

falsely convicted and imprisoned for the

1989 rape of a jogger. The NYPD. like

all cops, constantly pushes to have an

entirely free hand in pursuing racist "law

and order."

Grotesquely, top city union officials

have embraced the racist killer cops as

union brothers. The truth is that cops are

not workers but the guard dogs of the cap-

italist order and mortal enemies of labor.

The PBA backlash against an August 23

anti-police brutality demo in Staten Island

took special aim at union endorsers. When
the PBA tried unsuccessfully to block a

federal court ruling that limited stop-and-

frisk. this cop “union” claimed that the rul-

ing intruded on their collective bargaining

rights. When the cops band together, it is

to insist on fewer limits on their terroriz-

ing minorities and working people.

The fight for justice for the countless

victims of cop terror demands the mobi-

lization of the working class. Despite

widespread illusions that the police are

answerable to the public, the fact is that

the repressive capitalist state apparatus

cannot be made to “protect and serve” the

interests of the workers and minorities but

must be swept away. There will be no end

to police terror short of workers revolu-

tion. The Spartacist League is dedicated

to building the revolutionary party that

is necessary to lead the fight for workers

rule.a

Ferguson...
(continuedfrom page I)

his overseers treat the slaves with respect.

In capitalist America, the job of the cops,

courts and prosecutors is to maintain

and defend a system rooted in the brutal

exploitation of the many by the few—

a

system built on racial oppression from

chattel slavery to wage slavery.

Just as it took the Civil War to smash

the Southern slavocracy. it will take a third

American Revolution to shatter the power

of the capitalist ruling class and the state

apparatus that defends it. There is only one

force in this society with the social power

to do that; the multiracial working class,

whose labor produces the wealth that the

capitalist rulers claim as theirs. All work-

ers, including white workers, face the same

enemy—a ruling class that condemns them

to ever more vicious exploitation and wields

the knife of racism to maintain its power.

That the workers have not been mobilized

in their own defense, much less in defense

of the ghetto poor, is the responsibility

of the trade-union misleaders who have

shackled labor’s power to the defense of

the interests of the capitalist class enemy.

The Spartacist League/U.S. is dedicated

to the fight to forge a new leadership of

the working class—a multiracial revolu-

tionary workers parly. The cause of black

freedom will be a great driving force in

the struggle for a socialist America and a

great achievement of workers revolution.

Only when those who labor rule will the

wealth of this country be used for the ben-

efit of those who produced it—not least

the descendants of black slaves whose

labor was a bedrock on which American

capitalism was built. And only then will

there be any real justice for the working

class, black people and all the oppressed.

Pakistan...
(continuedfrom page 9)

Postmen struck on 4 March. Ten days

later, the Pakistan Times reported, “the

postal strike was causing immense loss to

the exporters as the parcels were not being

conveyed to their destination and no for-

eign mail was being delivered, resulting in

the cancellation of orders.” On 5 March,

10,000 Karachi port workers brought the

country’s main port to a standstill for

five days. Telecommunications workers

started a cascading series of strikes on

11 March. The regime sent army signal

operators to man the telephone exchange

in Lahore, but the soldiers couldn't cope
with the volume of calls.

On 6 March, workers closed down the

factories and textile mills in the Sindh

Industrial Trading Estate in Karachi, the

country’s largest industrial zone, for four

days. The strike grew explosively when a

factory guard shot and killed two workers

in a procession of several thousand going

from plant to plant bringing workers out

on strike. The strike spread to Landhi,

the other major industrial area of the city.

The deepening sense of solidarity across

the workers movement was demonstrated
when the college teachers union called

for a city-wide strike on 8 March and the

city was shut down completely. More than

a dozen demonstrations by mill workers
and other labourers filled the otherwise

empty streets,

With the port of Karachi and the city’s

main industrial zone still struck, the Ayub
regime prepared for a 10 March Round
Table Conference with the opposition par-

ties. Ayub ended up accepting the DAC’s
two main demands: direct elections on the

basis of adult franchise and a parliamen-

tary form of government. But no promise
by Ayub was going to bring the revolt to

heel. Bhutto continued to remain outside

the negotiations, but he weighed in against

the Awami League’s demand for Bengal

autonomy. Bhutto declared: “The posi-

tion of the Central Government under the

six-point formula will be that of a widow
without a pension" (Pakistan Times, 21

March 1969). The “pension” in question

was. of course, the fruit of the central gov-

ernment’s oppression of the Bengalis.

Four days after the “accord” between

Ayub and the DAC was announced, on

17 March, a massive hartal by two and

a half million workers in West Pakistan,

called by the major trade-union leaders,

touched off a new wave of strikes. Docks,

railways and public transport were par-

alysed; all factories and most shops and

offices were closed. The Karachi port

remained shut for three days, and the

striking dockworkers only returned to

work after they had won all of their wage
demands. For two weeks, strikes contin-

ued to sweep the industrial zones around

Karachi and other cities. Airline workers,

electrical grid workers, hospital staff and

nurses, postal workers, government office

employees, coal miners, teachers, railway

workers and other sectors struck. Workers

occupied two large flour mills in Karachi

and elected committees to run the plants.

On 20 March, the president of the Feder-

ation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce
and Industry called on the government

to deploy troops to Karachi’s industrial

areas. But the military tops made it clear

to Ayub Khan that they would only call

out the troops if he abandoned the pres-

idency, Instead of launching the repres-

sion that the bosses were demanding, the

Ayub regime was reduced to calling on

all employers to grant a 20 per cent wage
increase! Meanwhile, a joint call by doz-

ens of trade-union leaders in Karachi for

a slop to gheraos “in the national interest"

fell on deaf ears. By 24 March, virtually

all the factories of Karachi, comprising

some 40 per cent of Pakistan’s industrial

capacity, were on strike.

On 25 March. Ayub announced his

resignation and handed power to army
commander-in-chief Yahya Khan. Declar-

ing that he would “not tolerate disorder.”

Yahya Khan imposed martial law and

decreed that military tribunals would
impose prison sentences of up to ten years

for criticising the martial law regime, up
to 14 years for going on strike or fostering

“dissatisfaction toward the armed forces."

and the death penalty for damaging pub-

lic property or giving assistance to “reb-

els or rioters." At the same time, the new
military strongman promised a “smooth
transfer of power to the representatives of

the people elected freely and impartially

on the basis of adult franchise,” who
would then “give the country a workable

Constitution.”

The mass movement in both East and
West Pakistan came to a sudden halt.

There were no protest demonstrations

anywhere against the take-over. Students

returned to their classes. Most of the

mills and factories that had been on strike

promptly resumed production. In East

Pakistan, government offices reopened.

At police stations across the country,

people lined up to turn in their firearms.

It was reported that in Karachi alone,

16,000 rifles, revolvers and shotguns were

surrendered.

Even the bourgeoisie was taken aback

that a mass revolt, which had defied

repression, should halt so suddenly. The
London Sunday Times (30 March 1969)

observed: “The revolution seemed to be

only hours away.... The mere words ‘mar-

tial law’ have magically re.stored the sit-

uation without a shot being fired.” The
explanation for the sudden turnaround

was not magic but politics. From the

beginning, the movement’s principal lead-

ers. especially Bhutto and his leftist sup-

porters, had hammered the point that the

main aim was elections to a constituent

assembly. Now that a wing of the military

high command had pushed aside Ayub
and was promising to grant that demand,
it was broadly felt that the movement had
achieved its purpose. Referring to Yahya’s

takeover. Bhutto declared that “on the

whole it’s a good thing" because “the
prospects for a return to democracy seem
good” (Sunday Times, 30 March 1969). In

a 26 June speech, he declared: "This Mar-
tial Law repeatedly gives assurances for

elections.” He further asserted that when
the movement against Ayub Khan started.

“I had said there must be a new Constit-

uent Assembly, that only a Constituent
Assembly could frame a Constitution for

Pakistan (Z.A. Bhutto. Awakening the
People. Volume II [1969]).

Lai Khan and Tariq Ali, having written
out of their histories Bhutto’s campaign
for a constituent assembly, have no expla-
nation for the sudden hall of the mass
movement—nor can they come up with
any criticism of Bhutto’s arguments in

support of martial law. Lai Khan blames

the “left leadership” for the fact that

“there was no protest at all. as though

the sole objective was to gel rid of Ayub
Khan!" But he cannot explain why Yahya
Khan was seen as an improvement over

Ayub. Tariq Ali says the masses “lacked

an organization, and this made the army
take-over on March 26. 1969, a compar-

atively easy affair." Yet when recounting

the 18 February massacre of protesters in

Dhaka. Tariq Ali insisted: “Once again

the workers and the city poor, without

any leadership whatsoever, had defied

the ruling class and faced the bullets of

the bourgeoisie.”

The masses had not lost the extraor-

dinary courage that, even bereft of lead-

ership. they had repeatedly displayed.

Rather, the military and the leaders of the

opposition parties—especially the PPP.

the NAP and their leftist supporters—had
succeeded in channelling the mass strug-

gle onto the path of the constituent assem-

bly. As we wrote in Spartacist ([English

edition] No. 63. Winter 2012-2013). “Fight-

ing for a bourgeois-parliamentary 'demo-
cratic government’ is a trap for the prole-

tariat.” The article explains: "Unlike such

demands as national self-determination,

women’s equality, land to the tiller, uni-

versal suffrage or opposition to the mon-
archy—any or all of which can be crucial

in-rallying the masses behind the strug-

gles of the proletariat

—

the constituent

assembly is not a democratic demand but

a call for a new capitalist government."
The article also points out: “Given the

reactionary character of the bourgeoisie,

in the semicolonial world as well as the

advanced capitalist states, there can be no
revolutionary bourgeois parliament. Thus
the call for a constituent assembly runs

counter to the perspective of permanent
revolution." As they were being forced out

of India by a mass upsurge against colo-

nial rule, the British used the constituent

assembly to give “democratic” legitimacy
to the bloody partition of the subconti-

nent. resulting in the first parliaments of

independent capitalist India and Pakistan.

Likewise, the military regime in Pakistan
used the call fora constituent assembly to

derail the upsurge of 1968-69.

[TO BE CONTINUED)
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La Jornada

Mexico City, October 8: PRD founder Cuauhtemoc Cardenas (center, with
glasses) chased from rally for missing students, as protesters shout “mur-
derer,” “traitor!”

Mexico...
(continuedfrom page 12}

that emerged out of the PRI some 25 years

ago. But now its own bloody dagger has

been revealed to all. It was under the

orders of the (now arrested) PRD mayor

of Iguala, Jos^ Luis Abarca, that police

and the local drug cartel Guerreros Uni-

dos—to which Abarca has family ties

—

carried out the kidnapping and massacre

of the Ayotzinapa normalistas. Last year.

Abarca was accused of shooting a kid-

napped activist in the face. The widely

reviled PRD governor of Guerrero, Angel

Aguirre, who recently stepped down amid

the outrage over the disappeared students,

is reportedly tied to the notorious Bel-

tran Leyva drug cartel. In 2011, Aguirre

unleashed state terror against a protest by

Ayotzinapa normalistas, leaving two dead.

With the PRD facing the worst crisis

in its history, party founder Cuauhtemoc
Cdrdenas issued an open letter to mem-
bers lamenting the loss of its “credibility,”

“broad militant base” and "moral author-

ity.” The discrediting of the PRD will in

all likelihood work to the advantage of

Andres Manuel L6pez Obrador (com-

monly known as AMLO), who left the

party after the last national elections to

form the Movement for National Regen-

eration (Morena). Today, L6pez Obrador

is calling for a truth commission and has

joined forces with those calling for Pena

Nieto’s resignation. AMLO, who began

his political career in the PRI. personi-

fies the “left” strain of Mexican bourgeois

nationalism. His role is to keep social dis-

content within the bounds of bourgeois

politics, promoting hope in a “regener-

ated” capitalist Mexico.

Many believe that protest and reform

can clean out official corruption and make
the government accountable. But the gov-

ernment is only ever going to be account-

able to the capitalist class it serves. No
matter whether the PRI. PAN, PRD or

Morena is in charge, the capitalist state

is an instrument for organized violence

and brutality dedicated to maintaining

the profit system. It cannot be reformed

to serve the interests of the exploited and
oppressed.

We solidarize with the students and
families of the victims of slate terror who
demand to know the truth about the dis-

appeared normalistas. However, we warn
that government investigations serve to

deflect justified anger while whitewash-

ing the crimes of the capitalist stale. Our
comrades of the Grupo Espartaquista de
Mexico stress the need to mobilize the

working class, linking the defense of the

victims of state terror with the cause of

all the downtrodden. This must be part of

a fight to shatter the capitalist order and
its repressive machinery and establish a

workers and peasants government.

Normales, Rural Misery
and State Repression

The Ayotzinapa students were ambushed
while on a caravan to raise money to join

October 2 rallies commemorating the 1968

Tlatelolco Massacre of militant student pro-

testers in Mexico City. The calculated, wan-
ton slaughter in Tlatelolco plaza came at the

hands ofarmy troops, police and undercover

agents, who killed hundreds and locked

away thousands in prison. The attack was
then covered up for years through official

denial and a media blackout.

The slaughter at Tlatelolco. along with

the infamous 1971 “Corpus Christ!” mas-

sacre of student protesters, occurred during

Mexico’s guerra sucia (dirty war), which

lasted until the early 1980s. The disappear-

ances, killings and torture of thousands of

leftists, militant workers and peasants are

not forgotten pages in Mexican history, and

many are now drawing analogies between

Tlatelolco then and Ayotzinapa now. In

the late ’60s, murderous state repression

and right-wing violence against student

militants, carried out under the rule of the

PRI, were aimed at putting down convul-

sive social struggle. This was unfolding

against an international backdrop of the

radicalizing Vietnam antiwar movement
and a general strike in France in May 1968

that threw that country into a prerevolu-

tionary situation.

One factor in the widespread tumult

today over the Ayotzinapa massacre is

the bourgeoisie’s decades-long war on
free public education. The capitalist rul-

ers strip education to a bare minimum,
especially for poor peasants and indige-

nous people, who are deemed a mere sur-

plus population. But the Mexican masses
keenly feel the need for education and
have confronted stale forces in struggle

over this basic right. Last year, govern-

ment education “reform” aimed primarily

at destroying the largest teachers union

in Latin America, the SNTE/CNTE. met
with considerable mobilizations on the

part of teachers and their allies. The bour-

geoisie no doubt wants to “teach a lesson”

to the normalistas, intimidating and vil-

ifying them before they go on to join the

ranks of the union.

Rural teachers colleges emerged out of

the social reforms that followed the Mex-
ican Revolution, particularly in the 1930s

around the populist-nationalist regime of

Ldzaro Cdrdenas. In addition to such pro-

gressive acts as expropriating the petro-

leum industry and carrying out some land

distribution, Cardenas enshrined so-called

“socialist” education in the 1934 constitu-

tion. These measures were broadly popu-
lar among the masses, helping in turn to

seal their support for the ruling party (pre-

decessor to the PRI) as it consolidated the

state’s corporatist structure. For the bour-

geoisie, these measures had the effect of

quelling peasant unrest and furthering the

interests of Mexican capitalism, including

by training the working class to be more
productive wage slaves.

For some time, the rural normales have

been under siege, starved for funds and
regularly targeted by the police. Before

1969, 29 such schools were in operation;

only 17 are open today. Painted as “Bol-

shevik kindergartens” and “seedbeds for

guerrillas.” they are condemned for pro-

viding education to the poorest of Mexi-

co’s poor. Normalistas have a history of

political radicalism, and many leftists

in the 1970s, like guerrilla leader Lucio

Cabanas, began their activism at the

teachers colleges. For the dispossessed

villagers, becoming a teacher is a step up
from a life of peasant toil. Rural teachers

also see the dissemination of knowledge
and teaching youth to read and write in

both indigenous languages and Spanish

as a social obligation to their impover-

ished communities. Although they do not

have a direct relationship to the means of

production, teachers constitute an impor-

tant link between the countryside and the

urban proletariat.

The indigenous population in Mexico
lives in miserable destitution marked by

starvation, high rates of illiteracy and the

lack of basic services. Twenty years of

NAFTA imperialist free trade have dev-

astated the Mexican countryside. U.S.-

produced corn and beans, mainstays of

the diet of the poor, took over the market.

With millions of peasants pushed into

the cities, urban poverty skyrocketed, as

did the numbers of those emigrating to el

norte. Unable to compete with U.S. agri-

business, many peasants remaining on the

land have had to rely on drug cultivation

for their livelihood.

In Guerrero, poppies have become an

important cash crop, accounting for 60
percent of the country’s opium cultiva-

tion. The region is seen as the epicenter

of "lawlessness” in a ruthless collision of

abysmal poverty with state militarization

under the “war on drugs.” Gruesome tor-

ture and shootouts between competing

drug cartels and their police adjuncts

are commonplace. In a state long known
for murderous repression against leftists,

indigenous communities and militant

teachers, there is an ominous shadow

of the guerra sucia in the government’s

so-called war against narco-violence. In

fact, the massive deployment of the mili-

tary has nothing to do with protecting the

population but rather bolsters the capital-

ist state’s repressive powers against the

volatile, impoverished masses.

Since 2006, over 100.000 people have

been killed in drug-related violence in the

country. While Washington politicians

decry the chaos of Mexico’s drug wars,

the imperialist economic domination of

Mexico imposed the wretched conditions

that are the breeding ground for the spi-

raling violence. In the name of combat-
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ing drug trafficking, the U.S. since 2008

has drastically increased military aid to

Mexico under the Merida Initiative, a

total of $3 billion to date. Under that ini-

tiative. the U.S. Department of Defense

pours resources into training the Mexi-

can police and armed forces, who in turn

intensify repression of the working class

and urban and rural poor.

The Wall Street Journal (22 Novem-
ber) has now revealed that U.S. marshals

are covertly working directly alongside

Mexican marines in drug raids. Mexico’s

booming drug trade mainly supplies the

U.S. market, particularly the demand for

heroin and marijuana. We call for the

decriminalization of drugs, which by tak-

ing the superprofits out of the drug trade

would reduce the crime associated with

it. Down with the Merida Initiative and
all U.S. military aid to Mexico!

For Workers Revolution on
Both Sides of the Border!

The killing of the Ayotzinapa students

was the last straw for the multitudes fed

up with poverty, austerity and repression.

But the hunger for jobs, housing, educa-

tion and a decent life cannot be satisfied

under capitalism. The ICL bases itself on
Trotsky’s theory of permanent revolution

for countries of belated development like

Mexico: to eradicate the poverty of the

countryside, emancipate the country from
the yoke of imperialism and resolve other

burning social problems, it is necessary

to overthrow capitalist rule. This is the

historic task of the powerful and combat-

ive industrial working class, standing at

the head of the poor peasantry and all the

oppressed.

The liberation of the working class and

the oppressed in Mexico is thoroughly

bound up with that of workers in the U.S.

A proletarian revolution in Mexico could

not survive without its extension to the

north. Conversely, a proletarian revolu-

tion in the U.S. would draw heavily on
the millions of immigrants from Mexico
and elsewhere who make up a key com-
ponent of the multiracial working class.

It is incumbent on labor in the imperi-

alist behemoth to champion full citizen-

ship rights for all immigrants as part of

advancing the unity in struggle of the

working class on both sides of the border.

As the ICL’s Mexican section, the GEM
stresses that the major political obstacle to

overcome is the illusion that Mexicans of

all social classes share a common inter-

est. This fundamental tenet of national-

ism serves to tie the working class and the

poor to the capitalist order. To wage a rev-

olutionary struggle against the bourgeoi-

sie and its political parties, the Mexican
proletariat requires a Trotskyist vanguard

party. Such a party would also attract mil-

itants, including student radicals, looking

for a way out. The needs of the bulk of

the population can only be met through a

socialist revolution that expropriates the

bourgeoisie and establishes a collectiv-

ized, planned economy. And only then

can we avenge the martyrs of Tlatelolco,

Ayotzinapa and beyond.
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Mexico Erupts Over

Massacre of Rural Students

Abduction and massacre of Ayotzinapa
teachers-in-training touched off

anti-government protests across Mexico.
Left: Massive rally in Mexico City's main
square, November 20. Above: Entry of

National Palace set ablaze, November 9.
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Unions Must Mobilize

Against State Repression!

The September 26 kidnapping

and disappearance of 43 young

normalistas (teachers-in-lraining)

from a rural college in Ayotzin-

apa, Guerrero, has unleashed fury

and a wave of protests across Mex-

ico. In one of the largest demon-
strations in years, on the Novem-
ber 20 anniversary of the start of

the 1910-20 Mexican Revolution,

tens of thousands marched in Mexico City

calling for Justice and demanding the res-

ignation of PRI (Institutional Revolution-

ary Party) president Enrique Pena Nieto.

The uncovering of multiple mass graves

last month was a sign that the missing

normalistas. who attended a school with

a long tradition of leftist activism, were

likely butchered. The 43 were part of a

larger group of normalistas attacked by

municipal police and armed thugs in

Iguala, Guerrero, in an ambush that left

six people dead. Shortly afterward, one

student was found with his eyes gouged

out and skin peeled from his face. After

several weeks of ducking the issue, the

government announced that three detained

gang hit men allegedly confessed to kill-

ing and incinerating the 43 students, toss-

ing the remains into a river.

The slayings in Guerrero—one of Mexi-

co's poorest stales, with a large indigenous

population—have captured the world’s

attention and touched a nerve across a wide

swath of the Mexican population. People

from different social strata and political

perspectives have come out in protest, from

sections of the well-off petty bourgeoisie

to rural students and teachers, from work-

ers to machete-brandishing peasants. The
most popular slogans include: “We are all

Ayotzinapa,” "We want them back alive”

and "It was the state!"

Last week's rallies followed two months
of social upheaval over the disappear-

ances, with demonstrators across the

country blocking highways and airports,

shutting down universities and torching

government buildings and political party

headquarters. Fretting over the current

turmoil, an editorial in La Jornada (17

November) asserted that "the stability and

social peace of the country are in a state

of precariousness without precedent in

decades.”

At one of the November 20 protests,

riot police attacked hundreds of students

trying to block access to the Mexico City

airport. Youth fought back with rocks and

Molotov cocktails. Many were beaten

and 16 were arrested. At the main Z6calo

square, where an effigy of the president

was set ablaze, hundreds of riot police

tear-gassed and assaulted protesters and

arrested at least 15 others. Eleven of those

arrested have been slammed with outra-

geous charges, including attempted mur-

der. Free them all! Drop all charges!

Pena Nieto and his ruling gang have

threatened more state repression while the

Mexican bourgeoisie's media mouthpieces

rant against "violent anarchists." At the

protests, many have echoed this violence-

baiting by denouncing encapuchados

(activists wearing hoods or face masks).

Others have shown petty-bourgeois disdain

for working-class and poor youth by refer-

ring to them with the racist epithet nacos.

The Mexican capitalist rulers are long-

time practitioners of the art of aristocratic

contempt for the urban and rural masses.

Attorney General Murillo Karam’s attempt

to cut short questions about the disappear-

ance of the students with his now noto-

rious comment, "Ya me canse" (I’ve had

enough), gave protesters a rallying cry.

People have had enough of not only narco-

violence and state repression but also the

desperate economic situation, cutbacks to

basic services and attacks on students and

the labor movement alike. Adding insult to

injury is the extravagant wealth flaunted

by corrupt government officials. Now the

president and his wife are embroiled in a

scandal involving a massive high-speed

rail contract and a muitimillion-

dollar mansion.

It is in the direct interest of

the urban industrial proletariat to

throw its social weight behind the

protests. The attacks on the nor-

malistas come on top of an ongo-

ing capitalist offensive against

the organized working class,

including the destruction of the

SME electrical workers union in 2009 and

the on-and-off push to dismantle the oil

workers union, still the most powerful in

the country. The working class, uniquely

positioned as the producers of society's

wealth, can withdraw its labor and cut off

the flow of profits, paralyzing the entire

economy. It is that power that needs to be

mobilized in the struggle against bloody

state repression.

Capitalist Brutality and
the Bourgeois Parties

The savagery of the Guerrero massacre

graphically highlights the deep interpen-

etration of bourgeois politicians and the

police with the drug cartels. The slogan

"Que se vayan todos!" (Throw them all

out!) captures the massive distrust of the

three leading capitalist parlies in Mexico:

the ruling PRI. which previously lorded

it over the country for seven decades,

the clerical reactionaries of the PAN
(National Action Parly) and the left-

talking bourgeois-nationalist PRD (Party

of the Democratic Revolution).

The PRl’s Pena Nieto was elected two

years ago after 12 years of neoliberal

austerity under the right-wing PAN. Ever

since, he has tried to make the country

more attractive to U.S. capital, winning

laurels from the U.S. media for "sav-

ing Mexico.” His administration pushed

through the "Pact for Mexico"—with

support from the PAN and initially the

PRD—which aims to smash the unions

and ram through privatizations (see "'Pact

for Mexico’; War on Workers. Poor." WV
No. 1019, 8 March 2013).

For years, discontent with the PRI's

repressive and corrupt rule was co-opted

by the PRD. a populist opposition party

continued on pat(e /
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October 6: Relatives of student victims gather in Ayotzinapa teachers college,
which has a history of left political activism.
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Police Reform Is a Hustle

Racist Cop Terror and the

Fraud ef Capitalist Democracy

WV Photos

November 25: National Guard outside Ferguson police station (left) and protest in St. Louis the day after grand jury lets off cop who killed Michael Brown.

Over 150 years later, Supreme Court

Chief Justice Roger B. Taney's 1857 ruling

denying black slave Dred Scott's petition

for freedom echoes across America: black

people "had no rights which the white

man was bound to respect.” Little more
than a week after the cop who executed

Michael Brown was given a free pass, a

Staten Island grand jury decided that the

New York City cop who killed Eric Gar-

ner had committed no crime. Among Gar-

ner’s last words were "it stops today." But

it didn't, and it won't short of getting rid

of capitalism: an economic and social sys-

tem rooted in brutal exploitation and rac-

ist oppression. It is this system, not “the

people." that the copS serve and protect.

Following the standard racist script, the

St. Louis County prosecutor portrayed an

unarmed black youth. Michael Brown, as

a violent, lawless predator and his police

killer as the victim. That wasn’t so easy in

the killing of Garner. Countless millions

saw the video of him pleading for his life

while he was being strangled to death.

Even some Republican Party leaders who
usually revel in racist contempt for black

people are now calling for a congres-

sional investigation. Such is a measure of

the difficulties the ruling class is having

in preserving the narrative that the cops

are defending society against dangerous

“outlaws.”

This country’s rulers, a minuscule, ruth-

less class, are very well aware that they

are sitting on top of a tinder pile of dis-

content that could be ignited by the spark

of social protest. They own the banks

and major industries, producing nothing

themselves but reaping massive profits by

further grinding down those still lucky

25274 81030 7

enough to have a job while axing social

programs for the rest. In order to keep in

check the workers they exploit and the

black people and other minorities they

oppress, the capitalist class unleashes its

repressive state apparatus—cops, courts,

prisons and military—whose powers it is

augmenting. Such is as clear as the assault

rifles of the National Guard troops mobi-

lized to put down protest in Ferguson.

At the same time, the ruling class seeks

to disguise what is the dictatorship of

capital with the trappings of democracy

and the illusion that the capitalist state is

some kind of neutral body that represents

everyone.

A popular protest slogan has been "black

lives matter.” But not for the rulers of this

class-divided society, built on a bedrock

of racist oppression, from chattel slavery

to wage slavery. Black people, forcibly

segregated as a race-color caste at the

bottom of society, have always been over-

represented in America’s reserve army of

the unemployed, filling less desirable jobs

when needed and cast aside in times of

economic downturn. With the deindus-

trialization of much of the country, many
black youth have simply been discarded as

an expendable surplus population left to

scramble to survive, to get gunned down
by cops or to rot in America’s dungeons.

But there are still significant numbers
of black workers in strategic industries

who will be instrumental in any fight to

continued on page 2

Drop All Charges Against Protesters!
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A new wave of protests has swept

across New York City and the country

following a Staten Island grand jury’s

December 3 decision to not indict the

police officer who choked Eric Garner

to death. The day after the cop walked,

the Spartacist League joined a multi-

racial crowd of some 10.000 people

gathered in Manhattan’s Foley Square

for a rally against racist cop killings

(see photo). Among the signs we held

was one reading: "Cops Are the Armed
Thugs of the (Tapilalists—Enemies of

Workers, Blacks, Immigrants! Cops
Out of the Unions!”

For several nights in a row. protest-

ers marched all over the city, chant-

ing: “Black lives matter!” and “I can’t

breathe!” They descended on busy
holiday destinations, such as Rocke-

feller Center and Times Square, and
stopped traffic on major thoroughfares

to draw attention to the cop killings

of Garner. Michael Brown and other

black men. Giving the lie to Demo-
cratic mayor Bill de Blasio's bleatings

about the right to protest, police had

arrested at least 300 people by the end

of the week, charging many with dis-

orderly conduct. In Ferguson and St.

Louis as well as Los Angeles. Oakland
and other cities across the country.

hundreds more have been arrested in

protests against racist cop killings in

recent weeks. We demand: Drop all

the charges now!
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Cop Terror...
(continuedfrom page 1)

put an end to this racist capitalist hell. The
power of the working class is derived from

its central role in production; by withhold-

ing their labor, workers can cut off the

flow of profits, the capitalists’ lifeblood.

The capitalist masters have long fomented

racial antagonisms to divide workers and

weaken their struggles against the bosses,

not least by obscuring the fundamental

class divide between labor as a whole and

its exploiters.

Federal Investigations
and Body Cameras
The Democratic Parly, originally the

party of the slavocracy, has for decades

been the U.S. bourgeoisie’s preferred

instrument for trying to douse the flames

of protest and channel anger over cop ter-

ror back into the capitalist “justice” sys-

tem. Now Attorney General Eric Holder

claims to be carrying out a “rigorous and

independent" civil rights investigation

into the killing of Michael Brown. Truth

be told, Holder & Co. reserve their true

rigor for those who have exposed U.S.

imperialism’s dirty wars, drone attacks

and torture chambers filled with non-

white people. Chelsea Manning is behind

bars in a military prison for 35 years for

this “crime.” Historically, the Feds have

set up leftists and black militants for

intimidation and terror, most notoriously

Selma, Alabama, 1965: State troopers,
SNCC members, including John Lewis

through the FBI’s COINTELPRO oper-

ation, which killed 38 Black Panthers

beginning in the late 1960s.

Those who pul faith in Holder's civil

rights investigations into the Brown or

Garner cases should consider the Depart-

ment of Justice inquiry into the killing of

I7-year-oId Trayvon Martin: No charges

have been brought against George Zim-
merman. the wannabe cop who stalked

Martin and shot him dead. Or consider

the fact that two federal investigations of

the Cleveland police department in the

last decade did nothing to prevent a cop

from gunning down 12-year-old Tamir
Rice last month. On the very rare occa-

sion the Feds do bring charges against a

TROTSKY LENIN

^ The Bourgeois State:

^ > Machine of Repression

Anger at and mistrust of the cops must
- infused with the understanding that the

“ ' repressive bourgeois state apparatus cannot
be made to serve the interests ofworkers and
the oppressed. In the lecture excerpted below,

delivered two years after the 1917 October
Russian Revolution. Bolshevik leader V. /.

Lenin explained how the state is not an
expression of the people's will but a machine
by which one class holds down another, not-

withstanding the efforts of various mouthpieces of the bourgeoisie and capitalist politi-

cians to obscure its true nature. That machine must be shattered in the course ofthe pro-
letariat seizing power and a workers state established, as happened in 1917 in Russia.

Nowhere does capital rule so cynically and ruthlessly, and nowhere is it so clearly

apparent, as in these countries [Switzerland and the U.S.). although they are democratic
republics, no matter how prettily they are painted and notwithstanding all the talk

about labour democracy and the equality of all citizens. The fact is that in Switzerland
and the United States capital dominates, and every attempt of the workers to achieve
the slightest real improvement in their condition is immediately met by civil war....

Whatever guise a republic may assume, however democratic it may be. if it is a
bourgeois republic, if it retains private ownership of the land and factories, and if

private capital keeps the whole of society in wage-slavery, that is, if the republic does
not carry out what is proclaimed in the Programme of our Party and in the Soviet
Constitution, then this state is a machine for the suppression of some people by
others. And we shall place this machine in the hands of the class that is to overthrow
the power of capital. We shall reject all the old prejudices about the state meaning
universal equality—for that is a fraud: as long as there is exploitation there cannot
be equality. The landowner cannot be the equal of the worker, or the hungry man the
equal of the full man. This machine called the state, before which people bowed in

superstitious awe, believing the old tales that it means popular rule, tales which the
proletariat declares to be a bourgeois lie—this machine the proletariat will smash. So
far we have deprived the capitalists of this machine and have taken it over. We shall

use this machine, or bludgeon, to destroy all exploitation. And when the possibility of
exploitation no longer exists anywhere in the world, when there are no longer owners
of land and owners of factories, and when there is no longer a situation in which some
gorge while others starve, only when the possibility of this no longer exists shall we
consign this machine to the scrap-heap.

—V.l. Lenin. “The State" (July 1919)
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acting on orders of governor, assault
,
and other civil rights marchers.

killer cop and obtain a conviction, such

as with the NYPD officer who took the

life of Anthony Baez in 1994, the outcome
is a relative slap on the wrist. The police

then go on brutalizing those at the bottom
of society.

After denouncing the “criminal” vio-

lence of the protesters in Ferguson two
weeks ago. President Barack Obama hosted

a carefully orchestrated White House sum-
mit meeting of black Democrats, preachers,

cops and a select handful of young activists

who have organized protests against racist

cop terror. The purpose was to reinforce

illusions that this brutal system and its

police guard dogs can be reformed. To this

end. the president announced the formation

of a Task Force on 21st Century Policing

to build “trust" between the police and the

communities they daily terrorize.

Among the appointed leaders of this

task force is the commissioner of the Phila-

delphia police department, one of the most
notoriously racist and corrupt in the land.

In 1985. the Philly cops dropped a bomb
supplied by the FBI on the mainly black

MOVE commune. Eleven black people,

including five children, were killed and

an entire black neighborhood burnt to the

ground. Today, the Philadelphia police

commissioner is a black man. So was the

city’s Democratic mayor. Wilson Goode,
at the lime of the MOVE massacre.

A black man has sat in the Oval Office

for the past six years and black life on the

streets is as cheap as ever to the capitalist

rulers. Obama’s sizable responsibility for

this slate of affairs is often excused by

the claim that the Republicans in Con-
gress have tied his hands. In fact, Obama
has dutifully served Wall Street, acting as

the black overseer for U.S. imperialism.

Changing the skin color of the forces of

slate repression or their chief executives

doesn’t change the class to which they are

beholden.

Nor is the supply of Pentagon hand-me-
downs from U.S. imperialism’s wars and
occupations abroad to local police forces

what makes the cops killers. To be sure,

the armored personnel vehicles, helicop-

ters and other high-tech weapons of war
are deployed to intimidate and terrorize

anyone “at home” perceived as stepping

out of line. But like Michael Brown, most
black people killed by cops are gunned
down in the far more ordinary way. by

a cop patrolling the neighborhood for

’’black suspects." And Garner was stran-

gled to death.

To quell the outrage over such blatant

cop killings, NYC’s liberal Democratic
Party mayor Bill de Blasio, working in

coordination with the White House, prom-
ises to fast-track supplying the cops with

body cameras. Why would anyone believe

that such cameras will restrain the cops?

A bystander videoing the police posse

attacking Garner didn’t save his life, nor

did it even lead to an indictment of the cop
who choked him to death! But you can
literally bet your life that the cops will

have their cameras, and their guns, aimed
right at you.

“A Nation of Laws"

The collective hypocritical howl
against the “violence” of protesters ema-
nating from bourgeois quarters after the

Ferguson grand jury decision had Obama
intoning. “We are a nation built on the

rule of law.” The entire legal edifice of

this country has always buttressed the

rule of the property owners, including

laws sanctifying chattel slavery. It look

mass, militant struggle, more often than

not met with violent resistance by the

forces of capitalist repression, to smash
such laws as the Jim Crow segregation

codes and the bans on trade unions.

It took the Civil War—a revolutionary

struggle in which 200.000 black troops,

guns in hand, were crucial to turning the

tide—to smash the rule of the slavehold-

ers. The Northern capitalists, worried that

the former slaves claiming even a small

portion of the property of the planta-

tions might give their wage slaves ideas,

soon allied with the Southern propertied

classes against the aspirations of the black

freedmen. The promise of “40 acres and a

mule” was scrapped, with political power
in the Southern states restored to the

major landowners.

The battles of the civil rights movement
brought down the Jim Crow segregation

laws in the South. This outcome was
assisted by the Soviet Union’s exposures

of the vicious racism in the South, which
embarrassed a section of the U.S. bour-

geoisie at a lime when it claimed to be

continued on page 8

Workers Vanguard

Subscription Drive Success
The annual Workers Vanguard sub-

scription drive ended on October 15, with

comrades having surpassed our quota by

obtaining 2,149.5 points. This points total

represents 1.000 subscriptions to WV.
87 subs to Espartaco (newspaper of the

International Communist League’s Mex-
ican section) and 63 to the press of other

ICL sections. Congratulations to comrade
Alan from the Bay Area for earning the

most points.

Our subscription drive is an opportu-

nity for the Spartacist League and Spar-

tacus Youth Clubs to pick up new read-

ers of our press nationwide. It also is an
opportunity for us to renew and main-
tain lies in places where we do not have
branches and to get a wider sample of the

country’s political mood. In addition to

visiting various campuses near and far.

we also intersected the organized work-
ing class through sales at Labor Day
events and trips to places where there are

strategic concentrations of the proletariat,

such as at the ports.

The issues that spurred the most discus-

sion during the sub drive were racist cop
killings, particularly of Michael Brown in

Ferguson and Eric Garner in New York
City; the Israeli Zionist rulers’ latest mas-
sacre of Pale.stinians in Gaza and the U.S.

imperialist air strikes in Iraq and Syria.

Our position in defense of the Palestin-

ians was polarizing almost everywhere
we went, including by attracting rabid

opposition from Zionists. At anti-police

brutality protests, we argued against illu-

sions in the capitalist Democratic Parly

and federal government and explained the

need to fuse the anger of black youth to

the social power of the integrated working
clas.s.

By advancing our revolutionary Marx-
ist program as part of addressing these

and other struggles of workers and the

oppressed. WV plays a crucial role in con-
structing the nucleus of a future Leninist

vanguard party. We welcome our new
and returning subscribers and encourage
all readers to carefully consider our argu-
ments. attend our public events, contact us
and let us know what you think.
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Letter

On Ebola and Quarantine
15 November 2014

The Workers Vanguard article titled

“Ebola in America: Capitalist Criminal-

ity and Racist Indifference” was quite

good in what it said about the inequity

and racism inherent to healthcare in the

United States and the gross disregard

with which the imperialists treat the third

world. However I am deeply disturbed

by what was not said in the article. The
article leaves the reader with the mis-

taken impression that WV opposes the

quarantining of non-symptomaiic Ebola
healthcare workers. WV has in fact taken

no position on the home quarantining of

such workers. If this position had been

honestly expressed it would have given

a tacit endorsement of those quarantines

which are currently in effect in at least six

slates. A non-position is not appropriate

in this case. Despite the fact that Ebola

research has not been adequately funded

there is a basic scientific understanding of

what Ebola is and how it is transmitted.

Under socialism, society would still have

to face questions about how to deal with

the emergence of new infectious diseases

that have not been researched as exten-

sively as we would like.

The medical establishment speaks with

one voice on the question of the quaran-

tines of non-symptomaiic healthcare work-

ers including the New England Journal of

Medicine. Doctors Without Borders, the

WHO and the CDC. Many have expressed

distrust of these pronouncements due to

the bad record of these institutions when
it comes to issues of social policy; this is

especially true of the CDC. I am willing

to ascribe to the CDC all kinds of preju-

dices and bad practices, which are inher-

ent to the capitalist system of healthcare.

The bad treatment and lack of training

given to healthcare workers by the CDC is

evidence enough to illustrate the bad faith

of the CDC. However the only reason that

the CDC would lie about the risk posed

by Ebola healthcare workers would be to

not discourage workers who would volun-

teer to go to West Africa to treat those

infected. It makes no sense for the CDC
to place the medical needs of Africans

ahead of the safety of U.S. public health

generally. Furthermore it is the healthcare

workers returning from Ebola-decimated

regions of Africa that are fighting these

quarantine orders, and these are precisely

the people who would know best about

what medical precautions are needed

to prevent the spread of Ebola. We as

communists should be standing with the

healthcare workers who are courageously

placing their lives at risk to help impover-

ished Africans decimated by Ebola.

Science and medicine are moving tar-

gets. Medical understanding is always

incomplete. This is true of all medicine,

not just a disease like Ebola which has
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been deliberately under-resourced. This

however does not indict medicine as a

whole. We must rely on the best science

we have available at any given moment
no matter how insufficient it is. Today

all indications are that there is no need

to quarantine non-symplomalic health-

care workers returning from Africa. The
official position of the SL was obfuscated

by the WV article, however if it had been

properly described it would be clear that

by refusing to side with the healthcare

workers and the overwhelming opinion

of the medical community that these

quarantines are unnecessary, WV would

have given the states political cover for

their unscientific hysteria.

Some comrades have pointed out that

Cuba has a policy of quarantining those

healthcare workers who volunteer to treat

Ebola, but also pays the workers for the

extra risk and the time in quarantine. The
way the Cubans treat their healthcare

workers and have conducted these quaran-

tines is in sharp contrast to the treatment

dished out in the U.S. and illustrates the

more egalitarian nature of the deformed

workers state. The policy is still scientif-

ically wrong, and I would warn any com-
rade against relying on Cuba as a model

for good public health policy that as late

as 1994 Cuba was quarantining AIDS
patients.

Comradely,

Ken R.

WV replies: Our article in WV No. 1055

(31 October) purposely did not take a

position on the mandatory quarantining

of asymptomatic health care workers

exposed to the Ebola virus. We do not

rule out the possibility that quarantine

might be warranted as a necessary pub-

lic health measure, even if it comes at the

expense of personal rights and liberties.

This stance does not preclude us from

condemning the manner in which the

capitalist government implements quaran-

tine. So when New Jersey governor Chris

Christie incarcerated nurse Kaci Hickox

in a tent in Newark for three days, we
staled the obvious in our article: Hickox

"was treated like a criminal.”

In making his case, Ken R. missteps

by reducing the issue to one simply of

medical science. The control of disease is

as much a social question as a scientific

one. For various reasons, even medical

personnel can sometimes cut corners on

voluntary monitoring. By all accounts,

community contacts of a newly symptom-

NOTICE
Workers Vanguard skips

an issue in December.

Our next issue will

be dated January 9.

atic Ebola victim are very unlikely to be at

risk of infection, but the risk is not zero.

And although much is known about the

development and transmission of Ebola,

still more remains to be learned.

While many medical authorities have

come out against mandatory quarantines

of asymptomatic individuals, the same

authorities advocate strict monitoring for

the length of time that the virus lakes

to incubate in its host—an estimated 21

days. That course of action is itself a

form of social control and closely related

to quarantine. The returning health care

workers themselves do not speak with one

voice. Dr. Craig Spencer, whose fiancee

voluntarily submitted to quarantine after

he tested positive In New York City, called

himself a living example of how protocols

for early detection and isolation work.

Kaci Hickox favorably cited the European

Union guidelines, which include quaran-

tine under certain circumstances.

In this case, we have taken a cautious

approach. As a Marxist fighting propagan-

da group—not a medical organization—it

is not incumbent upon us to pronounce on

specific policy in all cases, especially in

the absence of an epidemic or other over-

riding public health concern. In this sick

capitalist society where there is effectively

no public health system, government

officials and hospital management lied

through their teeth about their ability to

adequately deal with the problems posed

by Ebola, giving fuel to the hysteria that

Christie and other politicians seized on.

Notably, health care unions like the

National Nurses United and SEIU have not

opposed the quarantine measures as such.

Rather, they have made demands that no

worker exposed to Ebola forfeit pay, rights,

benefits or seniority while being moni-

tored or treated. In contract negotiations

with the University of Michigan hospital

system, nurses won an Ebola clause pro-

tecting their jobs and guaranteeing that

they “will not lose their salary or have to

use paid time off or extended sick leave

if quarantined.”

Ken raises the argument that Cuba
should not be looked to for a good pub-

lic health policy because “as late as 1994

Cuba was quarantining AIDS patients.”

Our article “Cuba: Socialized Medicine

and the Fight Against AIDS” (WV No.

1010, 12 October 2012) detailed Cuba's

treatment programs. Noting that Cuba
relaxed its mandatory quarantining in

1989 and gave the option of outpatient

treatment in 1993, we explained: “Given

that HIV cannot be transmitted by casual

contact, quarantining proved to be unnec-

essary as a public health measure.” But

we did not criticize the bureaucracy of the

Cuban deformed workers state for adopt-

ing an extremely cautious policy intended

to restrict exposure to a disease that was

little understood at the time.

Today. Cuba has by far the lowest prev-

alence of HIV in the Western Hemisphere,

if not the world. The superior quality of

health care in Cuba compared to the rest

of the Caribbean (not to mention parts of

the U.S.) is a result of the overthrow of

capitalist rule in the period following the

1959 revolution. Absent the aid Cuba once

received from the Soviet Union, there has

been an exacerbation of material scarcity

on the island amid U.S. imperialism’s

ongoing blockade. It is reasonable that a

workers stale in such hostile waters would

exercise a zero-risk policy to keep a dev-

astating disease like Ebola from reaching

its shores.

The mobilization of the necessary re-

sources to combat deadly epidemics and

other threats to the well-being of mankind
will not be forthcoming in a world order

dominated by the imperialists, in which

the value of the mass of the population

lies in its capacity to generate profits for

the capitalist masters. An international

socialist society will strive to implement

the highest levels of technique and culture

to the benefit of all.B

29th Annual PDC Holiday Appeal

Free the Class-War Prisoners!

Free Mumia Abu-Jamal!

OAKLAND

Saturday, January 17

1 to 4 p.m.

303 Hudson St., lower level

(Berkeley Korean United Methodist

Church, at College and Manila Aves.)

Information: (510) 839-0852

NEW YORK CITY

Saturday, January 24
3 to 6 p.m.

131 E. 10th St., Manhattan

(St. Mark's Church in the Bowery.
Parish Hall, entrance on 1 1th St.

near 2nd Ave.)

Information: (212) 406-4252

This is not charity—

it’s an act of soiidarity

with those in prison.

Their fight is our fight!

(Latx>r OelendOf, 0«c. 1027)

Sponsored by the Partisan Defense Committee
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National Nurses United

October 16: Union members of National Nurses United demonstrate in Oakland,
demanding proper equipment and safety standards to protect patients, health

care workers and public from Ebola.
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Pakistan : Bloody Origins of

the Z.A. Bhutto Regime
We reprint below the second part

of an article based on a presenta-

tion by Workers Vanguard Editorial

Board member Bruce Andr^ to a

July 2013 meeting in London held by

the Spartacist League/Britain, which

published the article in Workers

Hammer Nos. 227 and 228 (Summer

and Autumn 2014). A minor correc-

tion has been incorporated account-

ing for the fact that Arbab Sikander

Khan Khalil held the office ofgover-

nor ofNorth-West Frontier Province.

Part One appeared in WV No. 1057

(28 November).

WorkersHammer^

The working-class upsurge of

1968-69 in Pakistan was derailed due

to the absence of a leadership of the

working class that was independent of

the capitalist ruling class. An impor-

tant political influence in the work-

ing class at that time was Stalinism,

which is based on the programme
of two-stage revolution and “peace-

ful co-existence” with imperialism.

In defence of imperialist “democ-

racy.” the Communist Party of India

(CPI) supported British imperialism

from 1941 onwards in World War 11.

During this time the CPI also made
overtures to the reactionary. British-

backed Muslim League. When the

CPI subsequently decided to support

the national independence struggle, it

did so by subordinating the interests

of the proletariat to the bourgeois-

nationalist. Hindu-chauvinist Con-

gress party.

The 1947 Partition of the subcontinent

and the explosion of communal violence

that accompanied it had a devastating

effect on the Communist movement in

what became Pakistan. In the Punjab, what

weak base the CPI had was overwhelm-

ingly among Sikh small landowners in

the East, which became part of India. In

Bengal, the CPI had one of its stronger

bases, but it was mainly Hindu and less

than 5 per cent Muslim. With the popu-

lation transfers caused by the communal
massacres of 1947 (and others in 1951 in

East and West Bengal) as many as 90 per

cent of the Communists left for India.

Those who remained in Pakistan formed

the Communist Party of Pakistan (CPP),

which was largely driven underground by

state repression.

In East Pakistan, where the CPP was
strongest, the party adopted a policy of

working through the nationalist Awami
League. In the 1954 provincial elections

in East Pakistan. CPP members won 22
seats in the assembly, all but four of them
as Awami League members. When Ben-

gali peasant leader Maulana Bhashani

split from the Awami League to form the

National Awami Party (NAP), most of the

CPP members went with him.

The Pakistani left in the 1960s was
profoundly shaped by the split between

the Stalinist bureaucracies ruling the

Soviet Union and the People's Republic

of China. Pursuing the Stalinist dogma of

“socialism in one country”—a rejection

of proletarian internationalism—the rul-

ing castes of both workers states sought

detente with U.S. imperialism, even if that

accord came at the expense of the other.

Betraying the internationalist interests of

both the Soviet and the Chinese work-

ers stales as well as the interests of the

working masses of South Asia, the Soviet

bureaucracy backed Indira Gandhi's bru-

Constituent Assembly
Elections

tally repressive capitalist regime in India,

while the Beijing regime under Mao Ze-

dong backed Pakistan. Moscow refused to

support China in its 1962 border conflict

with India, and in fact helped arm India.

In Pakistan, the Sino-Soviet dispute

caused a split not only among the Stalin-

ists but within the NAP as well. During the

1965 war with India, both Bhashani’s NAP
and the Pakistani Maoists sided with Pak-

istan. For Pakistani youth radicalised in

the 1960s, the Maoists’ “anti-imperialism”

translated into support to the chauvin-

ist hysteria directed by the ruling class

against India. Such vile Pakistani nation-

alism would represent a common bond

between leftists and the ultra-chauvinist

Z. A. Bhutto. Thus, the pro-Beijing Stalin-

ists in Pakistan achieved a degree of influ-

ence that belied their limited numbers. In

East Pakistan, they did so by hitching their

wagon to the petty-bourgeois nationalist

Bhashani; in the West, they rallied around

Hulton-Deutsch

Above: Zuifiqar All

Bhutto in London,
July 1973. Left: Bhutto
presided over brutal

repression in Pakistan,

including torture and
murder of Bengalis
during 1971 War of

Independence.

the bourgeois politician Bhutto, providing

the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) with

much of its initial base of support.

The support for Bhutto by a number of

trade-union leaders was a key means by

which the combative Pakistani proletar-

iat was chained politically to its capitalist

class enemy. As a result, the mass upsurge

was diverted onto the parliamentary plane,

sidetracked by the promise of elections to

a constituent assembly that would draw up

a new constitution.

That promise was made by army

commander-in-chief General Agha Mo-
hammed Yahya Khan, who took power in a

military coup in March 1969 when the rul-

ing strongman Ayub Khan proved unable

to crush the popular upsurge. Bhutto sup-

ported General Yahya Khan’s imposition

of martial law, calling it a step towards

elections to a constituent assembly.

As we’ll see. the promise of a bour-

geois parliament successfully derailed

Tariq All In Karachi, February 1969. A
self-proclaimed socialist, All’s 1983
book absolved himself and other
leftists who helped put Bhutto in office.

The first priority of Yahya Khan’s

martial law regime was to ensure that

the proletarian-centred upsurge of the

preceding months was not rekindled.

The bosses started large-scale fir-

ings. including of many factory-floor

leaders. In Karachi alone. 45.000 wor-

kers lost their jobs between 1969 and

1971. The military regime decreed

an Industrial Relations Ordinance

(IRO), aimed at integrating the

unions into the capitalist state, setting

up a system of government arbitrators

and labour courts. It also granted col-

lective bargaining authority solely to

local unions as a way of discouraging

industry-wide or nationwide unions

and strikes. To this day, the IRO is

key to defining the structure of the

Pakistani trade-union movement.

Bhutto continued his demagogic

posturing as a friend of the work-

ing man. On May Day 1969, he led

workers in Lahore on the largest

demonstration that the city had ever

seen. When union activists at Packages

Industries in Lahore were arrested and

one was sentenced by a military court

to be lashed. Bhutto promised the work-

ers that when the PPP came to power

it would have the bosses of Packages

Industries whipped. However, in late

1969. when a strike by 65.000 cotton tex-

tile workers in East Pakistan spread to

industrial areas of West Pakistan, Bhutto

denounced the occupation of a textile

factory in Multan as “left-adventurism.”

The events leading to the secession of

East Pakistan are dealt with in Tariq Ali’s

book. Can Pakistan Survive? The Death

of a State. This book was published in

1983 after Bhutto had come to power,

ruled the country for almost six years

and been overthrown in 1977 by General

Mohammad Zia ul-Haq. Gone were the

pro-Bhutto declamations in his previous

book, Pakistan: Military Rule or People's

Power? Tariq Ali now informed his read-

ers that the PPP in 1970 had “enormous
possibilities, which were squandered”

but adds that if anyone is to blame, “it Is

the historical process.” This absolves the

Pakistani leftists, including himself, who
had helped put Bhutto in office. Neverthe-

less Tariq Ali highlighted Bhutto’s close

lies to the military. This is in contrast to

Lai Khan, leader of the Struggle group

in Pakistan, who in his 2008 book. Pak-

istan's Other Story: The Revolution of
1968-69. systematically masks Bhutto’s

alliance with hardline generals.

In 1970. General Yahya Khan an-
'

nounced that Pakistan’s first country-

wide election would be held. In a gesture

to appease the East Bengalis, he declared

that East Pakistan would be represented

in the constituent assembly proportionate

to its population (which, according to the

1961 census, meant 54 percent). Starting

in January, when the Yahya Khan regime

the workers upsurge, with devastating

consequences for the proletariat and

for all the oppressed. In the years fol-

lowing the class struggles of 1969,

the Pakistani ruling class broke the

back of the workers revolt. It was

also during this period that the broad

contours of the modern Pakistani

police state were established: a fragile

veneer of parliamentary democracy,

mass-based electoral parties closely

linked to the security services and a

legal framework heavily integrating

the trade unions into the state.

Part Two: The Bangladesh War
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eased restrictions on political activity,

left-wing labour leaders threw them-
selves into rounding up voles for the PPP.

Meanwhile, in rural Sindh and adjoin-

ing parts of the Punjab. Bhutto drew in

some of the most reactionary forces in

the country: landed aristocrats, clan and
religious leaders with a following among
the peasants. Bhutto hit the campaign
trail wearing a green jacket and a Mao
cap and calling for "Islamic socialism.”

In raising that slogan, Bhutto reassured

his audiences, he was “merely following

the doctrines of the Quaid-e-Azam" (the

"Great Leader.” Mohammad A!i Jinnah]

(quoted in Lawrence Ziring et al.. Pak-

istan: The Long View (1977)).

In East Pakistan, the December 1970

elections basically became a referendum

on autonomy for East Bengal. Given his

history of vicious opposition to the Awami
League’s Six Point programme. Bhutto

couldn't have been elected dogcatcher

there. So the PPP didn’t even bother to

field candidates in East Pakistan. The
PPP's electoral platform promised exten-

sive nationalisations and an "indepen-

dent” foreign policy, and the PPP also

began calling for land reform. As always,

the PPP was distinguished by virulent

anti-India chauvinism. Its electoral plat-

form promised "a policy of confrontation”

towards India. Bhutto proudly admitted to

the accusation that he had "engineered"

the 1965 war with India.

The generals expected the Awam i League

to win a bare majority in East Pakistan,

at best. But the Bengali nationalists won
a landslide victory, taking 160 of 162

constituent assembly seats in the East,

securing an absolute majority of the 300

total seats nationally. The PPP became the

second largest party, with 81 seats. The
Awami League was now in a position to

write the country’s constitution, and to

include in it autonomy for East Bengal

—

if the constituent assembly were allowed

to meet. The stage was set for the brutal

war that was launched by the Pakistani

military against the Bengalis.

Bhutto promptly declared that "major-

ity alone does not count in national poli-

tics” because the Punjab and Sindh, where

the PPP had its main support, were "the

bastions of power in Pakistan.” As Tariq

Ali recounted:

“Bhutto -soon emerged as the most vocif-

erous defender of the traditional hege-

mony of West Pakistan, and embarked on

a hysterical campaign of denouncing the

Six Points. After consulting senior mil-

itary officers, he whipped up an atmos-

phere of frenzied chauvinism in the Pun-

jab... The fact that Bhutto was colluding

with the generals was clear to everyone.”

But not to Lai Khan, who wrote out of

history Bhutto’s key role in the steps lead-

ing to war with East Bengal.

Since Yahya Khan’s seizure of power,

Bhutto had maintained close relations

with the new strongman and cultivated

links with General Pirzada. Yahya Khan’s

military secretary. In mid-January 1971,

according to former Air Marshal Asghar

Khan, in discussions between Bhutto,

Yahya Khan and Pirzada, "it was agreed

in principle that force would be used in

East Pakistan, if Mujib-ur-Rehman did not

change his attitude. These decisions were

ratified in a more representative meeting of

the Junta in Rawalpindi in mid February"

(Mohammed Asghar Khan. Generals in

Politics: Pakistan l958-m2 11983)).

Yahya Khan initially promised that the

constituent assembly would be convened

on 3 March. But Bhutto refused to attend

unless Awami League leader Mujibur

Rahman agreed to compromise on the

Six Points. Bhutto famously threatened to

"break the legs” of any PPP member who

attended the session. When Yahya Khan

announced that, because of Bhutto’s boy-

cott threat, he was postponing the open-

ing of the constituent assembly. Mujibur

Rahman launched a “non-violent non-

cooperation movement” which shut down

East Pakistan—even the judges of the

High Court stopped work. Committees

organised by the Awami League took over

the administration of key areas in the cit-

ies and the countryside.

Yahya Khan flew to Dhaka on 15 March

Bengali national

struggle by Muktl
Bahlni (left) was
subordinated in

December 1971 to

interests of India's

bourgeoisie. As
indian tanks entered
East Pakistan (beiow),

Marxists said turn

the guns against both
indian and Pakistani

ruiers. Under Mujibur
Rahman, pictured
In Dhaka in March
1972 with Indian
prime minister Indira

Gandhi (bottom left).

Bangladesh emerged
as client state of

India.
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to negotiate with Mujibur Rahman. Yahya

Khan, who was later joined by Bhutto,

was buying time as the military built up

its elite forces in East Pakistan. When six

shiploads of troops arrived on 25 March,

thousands of people rushed to prevent the

landings; 20 of them were shot and killed.

Tariq Ali wrote:

“The Awami League leaders were lulled

into believing that a deal was now certain.

Yahya dragged out the negotiations for

ten whole days, until the requisite num-
ber of troops had arrived in the Bengali

capital. On 25 March, the Awami League
leaders were awaiting the announcement
of a settlement. Yahya and other West
Pakistani leaders left in the morning.

That night the army struck."

The 1971 War of Bangladesh
Independence

The Pakistani military expected to put

a quick end to the nationalist aspirations

of the Bengalis. Just before midnight on

25 March 1971, Pakistani troops led by

General Tikka Khan launched “Operation

Searchlight.” an orgy of killing directed

against the civilian population of Dhaka

and other cities and towns. Working-class

and Hindu neighbourhoods in Dhaka were

attacked with tanks, mortars and machine

guns. Using prepared lists, soldiers went

door-to-door gunning down Awami
League activists. U.S.-supplied tanks led

a military assault on student residences at

the University of Dhaka. The students and

teachers who were killed were dumped
into a mass grave in the football ground.

When informed of the butchery that had

been unleashed in East Bengal. Bhutto

exclaimed; “By the Grace of God Pak-

istan has at last been saved” (Z. A. Bhutto.

The Great Tragedy (1971)).

Contrary to the generals’ expectations,

"Operation Searchlight” triggered a split

in the security forces along national lines.

Attempts to disarm Bengali police offi-

cers. soldiers of the Bengal Regiment and

members of the paramilitary East Pak-

istan Rifles (EPR) sparked fierce resis-

tance in a number of cantonments. Most

Bengali cops and soldiers who survived

those initial clashes went into armed
opposition.

TWo years earlier, the police and EPR
forces had gunned down untold numbers

of striking workers and student protest-

ers during the upsurge of January-March

1969. The Bengali component of those

security forces, under the leadership of

the Awami League, became
the core of the Mukti Bahini.

the Bangladesh liberation

army. Profiting from support

by India in the form of arms,

military training, funding and border

sanctuaries, the Mukti Bahini was able to

mount an effective guerrilla war in East

Bengal.

According to estimates by the Bangla-

deshi nationalists, Pakistani forces slaugh-

tered .some three million Bengali civilians,

drove about 10 million refugees into India

and raped approximately 200.000 women.

West Pakistani troops were incited to

view those they were butchering as subhu-

man; the Bengalis were commonly com-

pared to monkeys and chickens. Hindus

in East Bengal were viewed as vermin to

be exterminated. The Yahya Khan regime

augmented the barbarity of its military

forces by arming death squads organised

by Jamaat-e-Islami.

In a stark refutation of the myth that the

nationalism of the oppressed is inherently

progressive, thousands of Urdu-speaking

Pakistanis originating from Bihar were

brutally slaughtered by Bengalis, often

led by the Awami League forces. They

cited as a pretext the fact that a number of

Biharis fought on the side of government

forces. By the end of the independence

war. ulmo.st all of the Bihari population

that had not fled had been coerced into

refugee camps. Despite the pledge by

Awami League leader Mujibur Rahman
to guarantee their security, their property

was seized. Today, the Biharis In Bangla-

desh—many of them stateless—continue

to suffer severe discrimination in employ-

ment and access to education.

Throughout the savagery in East Ben-

gal. U.S. imperialism and China contin-

ued to provide military aid to Pakistan.

Bhutto declared that Yahya Khan’s actions

"were in the best interests of the coun-

try” (quoted in Dilip Mukerjee. Zulfiqar

Ali Bhutto: Quest for Power (19721). In

late 1971, Bhutto headed a delegation to

Beijing as Yahya Khan’s special envoy to

request Chinese military support if India

invaded the East.

The Pakistani regime hammered on the

notion that this prison house of peoples

embodied "unity” based on Islam and

that secession of East Bengal would lead

to West Paki.stan breaking up and being

swallowed by Hindu India. However, after

months of state repression against strikes

Bettmenn
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and mass protests, the military was in no

position to whip up the kind of national

unity in West Pakistan that the ruling class

had achieved during the 1965 war with

India. As the military launched its blood-

bath in the East, workers clashed with the

military in the West, including in Karachi.

Lahore and Lyallpur (Faisalabad). In the

North-West Frontier Province (NWFP.
today Khyber Pakihunkwa) tenant farm-

ers clashed with landlords and police.

On 3 December 1971, India intervened

and its army drove towards Dhaka. The

Indian armed forces bore the brunt of the

fighting while the Mukti Bahini played a

support role. The just struggle of the Ben-

galis for national independence had now
been subordinated to the class interests of

the Indian bourgeoisie. In such a situation.

Leninists call for revolutionary defeat-

ism on both sides, that is. for the toiling

musses in India and Pakistan to turn their

guns against their own rulers. We wrote

at the time:

“The Awami League, however, crossed

over the line when it handed full military

control over to the Indians and became a

continued on page 6
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Pakistan...
(continuedfrom page 5)

mere pawn in the chauvinist appetites of

the Indian bourgeoisie.**—
"'I\irn the Guns the Other Way!
New Masters for Bangla Desh,"
WV No. 4. January 1972

At the same time, we pointed out that

the real centre of Bengali class struggle

was not Dhaka but Calcutta (Kolkata),

where the workers movement was larger

and more class-conscious. As we wrote

in the above article; "The Indian central

government oppresses the West Bengalis

as thoroughly as Pakistan oppressed the

East Bengalis. Serious support for self-

determination in Bengal includes the right

of reunification of all Bengal.”

As defeat loomed in East Pakistan,

Bhutto joined the military government.

He then led a Pakistani delegation to the

United Nations to plead for a ceasefire.

After the Soviet Union vetoed a Security

Council resolution calling for a ceasefire

and for troop withdrawals from East Ben-

gal. Bhutto walked out of the UN session,

his face streaked with tears, challenging

the UN delegates: "Legalize aggression...

legalize occupation— I will not be a party

to it. We will fight” (New York Times, 16

December 1971).

After a two-week war. Pakistan’s East-

ern Command surrendered on 16 Decem-
ber 1971. India had affirmed its domi-

nance on the subcontinent. Riding the

crest of its victory over Pakistan, the Con-
gress party under Indira Gandhi moved
to smash all left-wing opposition to its

hegemony in India. For its part, Pakistan

had retained its western territory. Thus
it would continue to provide a strategic

base for U.S. imperialism’s military oper-

ations directed against the Soviet Union,

a role that Pakistan played from shortly

after Partition until the end of the USSR
in 1991-92.

Following the Indian army's victory over

Pakistan, the Awami League’s provisional

government returned to Bangladesh from
Calcutta. Mujibur Rahman established

the first of a succession of corrupt and
repressive regimes that to this day enforce

the grinding exploitation of the Bengali

working class. The real losers were the

proletariat and impoverished peasants of

the entire subcontinent, condemned to

continued slavery in the interests of the

venal capitalists who oppress and divide

them.

Following the defeat in Bangladesh.

General Yahya Khan could no longer

rule Pakistan with any hope of a stable

regime. Some 90,000 troops and collab-

orators were in Indian POW camps and
the Indian army remained entrenched in

Kashmir. Universally condemned for its

butchery in East Bengal, the Pakistani

army needed a more popular instrument.

Bhutto’s moment had arrived. As Tariq

All described the events:

"Within the army itself, there was a strong
mood of revolt against the high command.
A crack armoured division was on the
verge of open mutiny after the war.... At
a stormy meeting of senior officers, Gen-
eral Hamid was abused and almost physi-
cally assaulted. A new military leader was
considered inappropriate. The dissident

officers decided to send for Zulfiqar Ali

Bhutto....

"Bhutto’s take-over was thus arranged by
the Army.”

The night of his return to Pakistan on

20 December 1971, Bhutto delivered a

speech that was broadcast to the country.

He promised the soldiers that "we will take

revenge” and “we shall wipe out the stigma

even if it has to be done by our grandchil-

dren.” The London Financial Times (21

December 1971) observed that Bhutto "had

the most consistent and emphatic record of

hostility towards India of any leader who
has achieved prominence in Pakistan.”

Bhutto in Power
Bhutto came to power as the country’s

economy was reeling from the effects of

the war. With the secession of Bangla-

desh. Pakistan lost its main source of for-

eign exchange, exports of jute and lea. as

well as a captive market for its manufac-
tured goods. In a further blow, indepen-

dent Bangladesh wasted no time nation-

alising the considerable assets held in the

country by Pakistani conglomerates such

as Dawood and Adamjee. With Pakistan

inflation reached a staggering 46 per cent,

wiping away most wage gains. For the

vast majority of the toiling population, the

Bhutto years were a period of declining

living standards and heightened insecurity.

The Bhutto government launched a

number of social programmes, notably in

education and health,care. but the World

Bank categorically refused to fund pro-

grammes that focused on benefiting the

common people. Bhutto’s promised land

reform was so shot through with loopholes

that it had essentially no practical effect.

His “new” labour policy consisted of some

modifications to General Yahya Khan’s

IRO which, as historian Zafar Shaheed

explained, “further tightened government

controls over industrial relations.”

The workers and peasants who had

been taken in by the PPP’s cynical prom-

ises believed that they now had an ally in

the Presidential Palace and they launched

a new round of class struggle. Tenant

farmers carried out land occupations and

fought pitched battles with the landlords’

goons in many parts of Sindh, the Pun-

jab and NWFP. In Karachi on 28 March

February 1972:
Mao Zedong
(right) greets
Z.A. Bhutto in

Beijing.

already crushed under a burden of debt,

the Bhutto regime desperately needed fur-

ther loans from international financiers.

In the first two years of Bhutto’s reign,

the amount by which Pakistan’s imports

exceeded its exports increased almost

tenfold. Bhutto doubled the country’s

astronomical military budget in order to

reconstitute the shattered armed forces.

To make up for the loss of export earn-

ings, Bhutto signed agreements with

Saudi Arabia. Iran and the Gulf stales to

allow large-scale migration to those coun-

tries by Pakistani workers and peasants.

The labour power of Pakistani workers

quickly became Pakistan’s main export.

That continues to be the case today, as

remittances by workers abroad dwarf the

earnings from the country’s other main
export items, cotton goods and knitwear.

Bhutto railed against blood-sucking

bosses and paraded some capitalists in

handcuffs before the TV cameras, while

behind the scenes he negotiated an IMF
loan package, pledging to impose draco-

nian austerity measures. The IMF imposed
a currency devaluation that triggered ram-

pant inflation. By the mid 1970s, annual

1972, 200.000 workers walked off the job.

bringing the entire Sindh Industrial Trad-

ing Estate to a standstill. Bhutto warned
the workers that, if they continued their

struggles, “the strength of the street will

be met by the strength of the state.” Soon
he was using the police and army to break

strikes. Bhutto’s ministers asked factory

owners to provide lists of “undesirable”

workers, who could then be dealt with by
state authorities.

The workers' leaders who had joined

the PPP now began to feel the force of

state repression brought down upon them
by the party that they had helped bring

to power. Mukhtar Rana, a trade union

leader whose group led a number of unions

in Lyallpur had been an early PPP sup-

porter. Now Rana called for a “people’s

court” to pass judgment on Bhutto. Rana
was arrested in March 1972 under Mar-
tial Law regulations and was sentenced

to five years’ imprisonment for inciting

violence; after his release, he was forced

into exile. Rana was among the first of

a large number of worker militants who
would be imprisoned, brutalised or killed

by the Bhutto regime.

A confrontation between the Bhutto

regime and the workers ensued when the

World Bank decreed that financial aid

would depend on the government’s abil-

ity to control labour unrest. On 7 June,

at the Sindh industrial estate in Karachi,

workers at the Feroz Sultan textile mill

gheraoed (locked up) the management.

Police fired on workers, who responded by

shutting down both the Sindh and Landhi

industrial areas of Karachi for 12 days.

The Bhutto regime’s decisive battle

against the militant workers movement
came in October 1972 at Karachi’s

Landhi industrial area, when workers

occupied two mills, Gul Ahmed Textiles

and Dawood Cotton. The plant occupa-

tions were led by Bhutto’s Maoist support-

ers. 'Rjfail Abbas’ organisation was in the

leadership of the Labour Organising Com-
mittee (LOC). One member of the LOC
was Rashid Hasan Khan. He had been one

of the Maoist student leaders who accom-

panied Bhutto on his early speaking tours.

Meanwhile. Mairaj Mohammad Khan,

the other former National Student Fed-

eration leader who had joined Bhutto on

those early platforms, was now Bhutto’s

minister of slate for public affairs.

This was the kind of situation that

Bhutto’s leftist supporters had been pre-

paring for; they were in the leadership of

a nationally important strike, and they

were well represented in the PPP gov-

ernment. They were now perfectly posi-

tioned, so they thought, to pressure the

government into defending the workers'

interests. Needless to say. it didn’t work

out that way. In fact Minister Mairaj

Mohammad Khan was an executive offi-

cer of the capitalist stale. And as Karl

Marx and Friedrich Engels taught, the

capitalist government is the executive

committee that manages the affairs of the

capitalist class. The role expected by the

bourgeoisie of these labour fakers was to

cajole the workers into submission. Mairaj

Mohammad Khan argued with the strik-

ers that their action was weakening the

government. When they refused to return

to work, on 18 October the police and

the military attacked the occupied mills,

using bulldozers to break down the fac-

tory walls and opening fire on workers.

After holding out for about a month, the

workers were forced back to work under

army supervision. According to trade-

union leaders more than 100 workers had
lost their lives.

With the massacre of the Landhi
strikers, the treachery of the reformists

in leading the workers into support for

Bhutto’s PPP in 1968-69 was apparent.

The pseudo-left betrayers had politically

disarmed the workers and helped set them
up for bloody defeat by counselling them
to view the PPP regime as a vehicle for

furthering their interests.

The Bhutto regime came down hard

on the leaders of the strikes. Shortly after

the strike at the Sindh industrial estate

ended, shopfloor leader Bawar Khan was
arrested and tortured. 'Rifail Abbas was
imprisoned by the Bhutto regime. Mairaj

Mohammad Khan, who resigned from
the government following the massacre
of workers at Landhi. spent nearly four

years in Bhutto’s dungeons, where he was
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tortured and lost much of his eyesight.

Citing the need for a "people's army."

Bhutto set up a 15.000-man paramilitary

Federal Security Force, which sowed ter-

ror among leftists and other opposition

forces. As Tariq AH noted, this force

"was headed by veteran policemen noto-

rious for their corruption and sadism; the

fool-soldiers were recruited from lumpen

layers in the cities, armed with repressive

powers and weapons" {Can Pakistan Sur-

vive?). The Federal Security Force was
trained in counterinsurgency techniques

by the Savak. the Shah of Iran's dreaded

secret police. Trade unionists, peasant

organisers and opposition politicians were

abducted, imprisoned and often simply

di.sappeared.

Soon Bhutto's jails were filled with

political prisoners. According to a "White

Paper" prepared by the Pakistani author-

ities after Bhutto was ejected from office

by the military. Bhutto set up a secret

prison in the portion of Kashmir occupied

by Pakistan, outside the purview of the

courts, where political opponents were

detained indefinitely. Bhutto refused to

let more than one in three Biharis who
requested "repatriation" set foot in Pak-

istan. supposedly their homeland. More
than two decades later, there were still a

quarter of a million stateless Biharis sur-

viving in miserable conditions in Bangla-

deshi refugee camps.

Bhutto’s Brutal Repression
in Balochlstan

The PPP government in Sindh declared

Sindhi the sole official language for pro-

vincial affairs, in a blatant attack on the

industrial working class, which was at

that time mainly Urdu-speaking. When
the mohajirs (migrants from India at

the time of Partition, who spoke Urdu)

launched a protest movement in July

1972, police shot and killed almost two

dozen protesters.

Bhutto also moved to smash local

nationalist forces in Balochistan and in

the largely Pashtun NWFP. where the

PPP had little support. In both of those

provinces the pro-Moscow faction of the

National Awami Party had formed coa-

lition governments. Bhutto summarily

dismissed governors Bizenjo of Baloch-

istan and Arbab Sikander Khan Khalil of

the NWFP, both of whom were popular

NAP leaders. The NAP was banned and

its leaders imprisoned. The Bhutto regime

unleashed a more intense version of the

.scorched earth tactics that had been used

against the Baloch people in the 1960s.

Bhutto turned to General Tikka Khan,

who had carried out that earlier slaugh-

ter of the Baloch people and who was
known as the "butcher of Bangladesh."

Cobra helicopter gunships provided by

the Shah of Iran and flown by Iranian

pilots unleashed massive firepower on

the defenceless population of Baloch-

istan. Meanwhile. Mao’s China showered

the Bhutto regime with modern tanks

and MIG fighter jets, while Washington

supplied “economic" aid. much of which

was spent on military supplies. Masses of

Baloch civilians were driven from their

homes as warplanes indiscriminately

bombed free-fire zones, strafed encamp-

ments of nomads and dropped napalm on

rural villages.

Lai Khan whitewashes Bhutto's role in

launching the massacre in Balochistan.

presenting him as powerless in the face

of the generals:

"Bhutto began to feel that the establish-

ment had its own agenda, compulsions

and priorities. He could not do much
about it. Now the army was going to reas-

sert it.sclf by military action."

That's certainly not how Bhutto himself

saw it. As he prepared to send the army
into Balochistan. Bhutto declared in a 22

February 1973 address to the National

Assembly that "if you think that the

story of East Pakistan will be allowed to

be repeated here then you are sadly mis-

taken" {Zulfikar All Bhutto: Speeches and
Statements 11973)).

Bhutto's 1973 Constitution, which (heav-

ily amended) continues in force today,

imposes Islam as the state religion and

AP

Islamic measures introduced under
Z.A. Bhutto deepened hideous op-
pression of women. Veiled woman
votes in 1977 elections in Islamabad.

requires the head of slate to be a Mus-
lim. In 1974, ceding to the Islamic fun-

damentalists, the Bhutto regime declared

the Ahmadiya branch of Islam to be non-

Muslim. Such discrimination against the

Ahmadiyas has steadily intensified over

the years. Today. Ahmadiyas suffer dis-

crimination in employment and education,

are barred in practice from voting, and

are permanently threatened with prose-

cution—and murderous mob violence

—

for infringing Pakistan's anti-blasphemy

laws. Bhutto founded a number of official

organisations to propagate Islamic theol-

ogy and introduced the study of the Koran
into school curricula. In 1976. Bhutto

appointed General Zia ul-Haq. who had

links to Jamaat-e-lslami. as Army Chief

of Staff.

The efforts by Bhutto to reinforce the

Islamists set the stage for the intense cam-
paign undertaken by General Zia. after he

overthrew the Bhutto regime in a July 1977

coup, to further strengthen the Islamists.

Pakistan became a bastion of Islamic fun-

damentalism starting in the 1970s as the

CIA. working with the Pakistani. Saudi

and other intelligence services, funnelled

billions of dollars to train and arm a net-

work of Islartiist groups based in Pesha-

war. which became the spearhead in the

reactionary jihad against the Soviet Red
Army in Afghanistan.

The bitter experience of the PPP in

power demoralised the 1968-69 genera-

tion of militant workers. By the final year

of PPP rule, after more than six years of

brutal state repression, strike activity was
one quarter of what it had been when
Bhutto took office. Bhutto was thrown

out of office by the military and accused

of ordering the murder of a political oppo-

nent. The star witness at the murder trial

was Masood Mahmood, who had been

selected by Bhutto as head of the para-

military Federal Security Force because

of his proven depravity and unscrupulous-

ness. Mahmood sent his former boss to

the gallows.

A major portion of the responsibility

for the failure of the proletarian upsurge

of 1969 and the subsequent demise of the

militant workers movement falls on the

leftists at the time who lined up behind
Bhutto's power bid. By counselling sup-

port to the bourgeois PPP they, like Lai

Khan's Struggle group today, helped tie

the workers politically to their capital-

ist class enemy and reinforced suicidal

illusions in a supposedly “democratic"

wing of the military. For his part. Lai

Khan draws the following lesson from
the experience of Bhutto in power: "It

was the preservation of the structures of

the bourgeois state that ultimately led to

his own demise." Lai Khan goes so far as

to criticise Bhutto for not "dissolving the

standing army and building a 'people's

ntilitia'."

The idea that the working class can V.

sweep away the bourgeois state through

parliamentary means—by pressuring

the bourgeois politician Z.A. Bhutto, no

less—is reformist nonsense. A core under-

standing of Marxism since the experience

of the 1871 Paris Commune is that the

proletariat cannot simply lay hold of the

existing bourgeois slate apparatus. It must

smash the capitalist stale—which at its

core consists of the army, the police and

other forces of bourgeois repression—and

replace it with the dictatorship of the pro-

letariat. On an international scale, this

would lay the basis for the withering away
of the state and the creation of a classless

communist society.

For a Socialist Federation
of South Asia

Our fundamental programmatic refer-

ence on the national question is Lenin’s

Bolshevik Party, which was able to out

across national divisions by offering full

democratic rights to all nationalities. The
Leninist programme is trampled under-

foot by Lai Khan. In his book. Kash-

mir's Ordeal—A Revolutionary Way
Out (2005). he does not raise the call for

the withdrawal of Pakistani troops from

Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. The same
grovelling before the Pakistani bourgeoi-

sie is characteristic of the Socialist Move-
ment Pakistan, section of the Committee
for a Workers' International. When the

regime launched a military offensive in

Balochistan in 2006. wiping out much of

the leadership of the nationalist forces as

well as many civilians, they headlined

with studied neutrality: "Violence Erupts

in Baluchistan Province After Killing of

Nationalist Leader." The article failed

to take a side with the nationalist forces

against the Pakistani army, and called

the killing of nationalist leader Akbar
Bugli "a political blunder” which "will

give rise to the nationalism, not only in

Baluchistan, but also in Sindh and NWFP
provinces” (socialistworld.nel, 4 Septem-

ber 2006).

Marxists understand that it is a reac-

tionary utopia to imagine that even such

basic bourgeois-democratic gains as sta-

ble parliamentary democracy, an end to

national oppression and formal equality

for all could be achieved while Pakistan

remains crushed by imperialist exploita-

tion and plagued by poverty, national

antagonisms and medieval .sexual oppres-

sion. The stance taken by reformists of

neutrality in the face of depredations

carried out by the Pakistani police state

against oppressed nationalities is a cra-

ven capitulation before the capitalist rul-

ing class.

As in all neocolonial countries, impe-

rialism introduced into the Indian sub-

continent a degree of modern capitalist

technique while bolstering the most reac-

tionary and repressive aspects of semi-

feudal society. Child labour is common.

often in dangerous agricultural or indus-

trial environments. Though bonded labour

is formally illegal, there are, according to a

2006 estimate by the International Labour

Organization. 1.7 million bonded labour-

ers in Pakistan, children and adults, work-

ing in brick kilns, the carpet industry and.

especially, on the large agricultural estates

in Sindh. Enslaved to pay off never-ending

debt that often runs from one generation

to the next, hunted down by the landlord's

goons if they try to escape their infernal

condition, bonded labourers have virtu-

ally no recourse in a system dominated

by the large landowners. These modern
slaves are often lower caste Muslims or

members of religious minorities—such as

Hindus and Chrislian.s—or of indigenous

and other minority ethnic groups.

Oppression is pervasive throughout all

aspects of social life. Homosexuals in

Pakistan are considered criminals under

both sharia law and the penal code inher-

ited from British colonialism. Homosex-
ual oppression is linked to the special

oppression of women in class society, in

which the family, as well as organised

religion, enforces the sexual division of

labour based on child-rearing. It is in the

oppression of women, the slaves of slaves,

that all of the medieval backwardness, the

class and caste divisions and the weight

of religious reaction are concentrated.

Pakistani women are subjected to pur-

dah [seclusion] and jailed or stoned to

death for adultery and similar "crimes"

under Islamic law or murdered in "honour

killings" by their own families. Rape is

perpetrated on a massive scale. The fight

for the most basic needs of women—for

literacy, education, access to contracep-

tion and abortion, an end to forced mar-

riage and a way out of grinding poverty

and oppression—requires a struggle to

root out the very foundations of capitalist

society.

In the imperialist epoch, the semicolo-

nial bourgeoisies, despite formal indepen-

dence. remain dependent on the imperial-

ists and fearful of any challenge to their

class rule by the proletariat standing at

the head of the poor peasantry and all

the oppressed. The task of liberating all

the exploited and oppressed of the Indian

subcontinent, with its seemingly intrac-

table national and communal conflicts,

demands the forging ofLeninist-Trotskyist

vanguard parties dedicated to the revolu-

tionary overthrow of the bourgeoisies in

India. Pakistan. Sri Lanka and Bangla-

desh and the establishment of a Socialist

Federation of South Asia. Only an inter-

nationalist perspective, uniting class and
other social struggles on the subcontinent

with the fight for workers revolution in the

U.S.. Britain and other advanced capitalist

countries, can open the door to liberation

for the impoverished masses worldwide,

which will be achieved through the build-

ing of a socialist world order.
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Cop Terror...
(continuedfrom page 2)

bringing democracy to black, brown and

Asian peoples of the world. But while end-

ing Jim Crow, the civil rights movement

could not win black freedom because it

never challenged the capitalist system to

which black oppression is integral. In fact,

liberal civil rights leaders like Martin

Luther King looked to the representatives

of this very system, particularly those in

the Democratic Party, for redress.

From Harlem to Watts to Detroit, every

ghetto upheaval in the 1960s provoked

by police terror was an explosion of frus-

tration and fury against relentless pov-

erty, joblessness and dilapidated housing,

schools and hospitals. Those conditions

were and are interwoven into the economic

and social structure of American capitalist

society. There is no other road to eliminat-

ing the special oppression of black people

than the victorious conquest of power by

the U.S. proletariat. And there will be no

social revolution in this country without

the united struggle of black and white

workers led by their multiracial vanguard

party.

As we wrote in a document adopted

at our founding conference in September

1966:

"For the last three summers ghettoes

across the country have been rocked by

elemental, spontaneous, non-political up-

heavals against the prevailing property

relations and against the forces of the

state which protect these relations.... Yet

despite the vast energies expended and

the casualties suffered, these outbreaks

have changed nothing. This is a reflec-

tion of the urgent need for organizations

of real struggle, which can organize and

direct these energies toward conscious

political objectives."

—"Black and Red—Class Struggle

Road to Negro Freedom."
Spariacist Supplement.

May-June 1967 (reprinted in

Marxist Bulletin No. 9)

Today again the mass outrage against

the cops needs an organized political

expression. Not one that strengthens the

hand of the Democrats, but one that mobi-

lizes the oppressed in opposition to the

capitalist rulers and their parties. A rev-

olutionary workers party must be built to

weld the social power of the multiracial

labor movement, with its strategic com-
ponent of black workers, to the anger of

the ghetto masses.

By uniting in organizations represent-

ing their class interests, workers have been

able to wrest concessions from the employ-

ers. The mass industrial unions were built

in the 1930s through pitched battles with

the bosses’ security guards, the cops and

the National Guard. Black workers, who
had been kept out of the lily-white craft

unions, were brought into these battles,

many of which were led by avowed social-

ists. Fighting with courage and determina-

tion, they wrote a proud page in the history

of labor and black struggle in this country.

But short of a revolutionary struggle by

the working class to reclaim the fruits of

its labor through expropriating the prop-

erty of the capitalist enemy, these victo-

ries still only brought a brief respite in the

ongoing class war between the workers
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Beaten, gassed and jailed over the course of a 64-day strike in Memphis,
1968, sanitation workers protest racist contempt for black people while suc-

cessfully fighting for union recognition and improved wages.

and their exploiters. Given that labor has

for decades taken a beating in that war.

and been mobilized less and less in action,

waging such a struggle will take a big leap

in consciousness and organization. It will

take a fight to replace the current mislead-

ers of the unions who have, for so long

now, chained workers to the profitability

of American capitalism.

To Fight for a Future Requires
Learning from the Past

In an Inchoate way. the boos that

greeted Jesse Jackson when he went to

Ferguson in August to try to corral pro-

testers behind calls to "get out the vote”

in the November midterm elections were

a recognition that only a thin layer of

black people benefited from the civil

rights movement. A lyric from St. Louis

rapper Tef Poe. "This ain’t your daddy’s

civil rights movement." has been a refrain

of some young black activists in Fergu-

son. But unless you learn the lessons of

previous generations, including of those

who challenged MLK’s "turn the other

cheek" pacifism and Democratic Party

liberalism, you can easily be doomed to

the same political dead end.

The civil rights movement was far from

homogeneous. Although the Student Non-

violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC)
initially accepted MLK’s strategy as good

coin, its militant young activists were not

committed to nonviolence as a princi-

ple. In 1966, after being arrested for the

27th time, the 24-year-old SNCC leader

Stokely Carmichael defiantly said: "I ain’t

going to jail no more.” Renouncing the

credo of nonviolence. Carmichael raised

the call for “black power."

In its own way. this call reflected an

attempt to grasp for solutions outside the

framework of U.S. capitalist society. But

as we warned in "Black and Red"; “The

slogan ‘black power’ must be clearly

defined in class, not racial terms, for oth-

erwise the 'black power’ movement may
become the black wing of the Democratic

Party in the South.” This is exactly what

happened. A case in point is Georgia’s

longtime Democratic Congressman John
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Lewis, who was a radical SNCC leader

in the 1960s.

The potential to co-opt these militants

was recognized by Republican Richard

Nixon, who in his 1968 presidential cam-

paign defended the call for black power

as an expression of wanting a seat at the

table “as owners, as entrepreneurs—to

have a share of the wealth and a piece of

the action." Although black people never

got any significant share of the wealth or

the real power in this society, the Black

Power movement ultimately became a

ticket for propelling a few black faces into

high places such as big city mayors, whose

job was to keep the black masses down.

In the late '60s, the Black Panthers

courageously stood up to the racist rul-

ing class and its kill-crazy cops. Both the

Panthers’ glorification of ghetto rage and

their rejection of the organized working

class as the agent of black freedom and

socialist revolution left them more vulner-

able to murderous state repression. They

ran up against a systematic government

campaign of assassination, provocations,

frame-ups and imprisonment aimed at

beheading the black struggle. In the end,

the Panthers could only alternate between

heroic adventurism, with its bitter conse-

quences, and appeals to the liberal estab-

lishment. Many of the Panthers who were

not simply killed or locked away eventu-

ally made their way to the Democratic

Party.

Unchain Labor/Black Power!

Among those invited to Obama’s recent

summit on Ferguson and the police was

Ashley Yates of Millenial Activists United,

an organization of young black women
who were on the frontlines of the Fergu-

son protests. She explained her views in

an interview;

"We are the generation that was ignited

by Trayvon Martin’s murder and placed

our faith in a justice system that failed

us in a very public and intentional man-
ner. Most of us were raised by parents

that inherited the fruits of labor from
the Civil Rights movement. They were
placated, in a sense, by the stories of a

reality that no longer seemed an issue

for them. So as we navigate a society

where those realities of segregation and
oppression are supposed to be far behind

us. yet are more present than ever before

in our lives, we say no more. We are the

descendants of those who already fought

for these freedoms and we will not let

their sacrifices, blood, sweat and tears

be swept away."

—thefeministwire.com. 3 October

Such young activists, for all their defi-

ance. are going down the same blind alleys:

lobbying for a federal investigation, grasp-

ing at the illusion of making the police

accountable to the community, getting out

the vote. It is small wonder these activ-

ists see no alternative, as the only force

that can actually provide a way forward,

the integrated labor movement, has been
shackled by its pro-capitalist misleaders.

At the September convention of the

Missouri AFL-CIO, the labor federa-

tion’s president. Richard Trumka, deliv-

ered a sometimes eloquent speech on the

need for the labor movement to address
the reality of racism. Pointing to the 1917

anti-black riots in East St. Louis in which

racist mobs killed up to 200 black people

and drove black workers out of industry to

make room for white World War I veter-

ans, Trumka recalled the words of Social-

ist Party leader Eugene V. Debs that the

riots were "a foul blot upon the American

labor movement.”

Today’s “foul blot" on organized labor

is the fact that it includes the very racist

killer cops who are taking black lives on

a near-daily basis! Indeed. Trumka began

his speech by decrying the tragedy that

a union "brother"—that is. Ferguson cop

Darren Wilson—killed a “sister’s son."

Michael Brown’s mother is a member of

an AFL-CIO affiliate, the United Food

and Commercial Workers.

Back in the days of the struggles that

built the industrial unions, the police

weren’t seen as “brothers.” On the con-

trary. they were correctly recognized as

the armed enforcers of the bosses’ inter-

ests against the workers. The reason was

obvious: the police were beating and

shooting, often killing, strikers. Now.

when unions even talk of participating

in protests against police violence, their

"union brothers” threaten retaliation. The

NYC Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association

did so when the 1 199SEIU union and the

United Federation of Teachers said they

were going to march in a Staten Island

demonstration in August. In response,

the SEIU tops distributed some signs

that read: "Support NYPD. Stop Police

Brutality.”

As is the case in many cities, the

Greater Su Louis Labor Council has wel-

comed the local police “union” into its

WV Photo

NYC transit union militant at Decem-
ber 4 Eric Garner protest.

fold. Not surprisingly, far from taking up

the fight against police terror, area unions

have by and large not mobilized for the

protests in Ferguson. The cops are sworn

enemies of labor and have no place in the

union movement. That the labor mislead-

ers embrace the bosses’ thugs—the cops,

prison guards and other armed security

forces—is simply one of the more gro-

tesque examples of their traitorous role as

the labor lieutenants of the capitalist class.

As we wrote in the 1978 preface to

Marxist Bulletin No. 5 (Revised) "What
Strategy for Black Liberation? Trotskyism
vs. Black Nationalism”;

“Unlike chattel slavery, wage slavery has
placed in the hands of black workers the

objective conditions for successful revolt.

But this revolt will be successful only if

it takes as its target the system of clas.s

exploitation, the common enemy of black
and white workers. The struggle to win
black activists to a proletarian perspec-
tive is intimately linked to the fight for

a new. multiracial class-struggle leader-

ship of organized labor which can trans-

form the trade unions into a key weapon
in the battle against racial oppression.
Such a leadership must break the grip
of the Democratic Party upon both
organized labor and the black masses
through the fight for working-class polit-

ical independence. As black workers,
the most combative element within the
U.S. working class, are won to the cause
and party of proletarian revolution, they
will be in the front ranks of this class-

struggle leadership. And it will be these
black proletarian fighters who will write
the finest pages of ‘black history'—the
struggle to smash raci.st. imperialist
America and open the road to real free-

dom for all mankind."*
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The Chinese Proletariat and the Tiananmen
Uprising {Workers Vanguard), #1048,
13 June (2)

World War I and the Betrayal by Social
Democracy (V.I. Lenin). #1049. 11 July (2)

A System in Its Death Agony (James P. Cannon),
#1050, 8 Aug. (2)

Cops Are Enemies of Workers (Farrell Dobbs).
#1052, 19 Sept. (2)

Socialism and Rational Economic Development
(Friedrich Engels), #1053, 3 Oct. (2)

The End of Bourgeois Economics (Rosa
Luxemburg). #1054. 17 Oct. (2)

The Russian Revolution Showed the Way {New
International), #1055, 31 Oct. (2)

Standing Against Imperialist Aggression (Leon
Trotsky). #1056. 14 Nov. (2)

Defense of the Workers States (Leon Trotsky),
#1057. 28 Nov. (2)

The Bourgeois State: Machine of Repression
(V.I. Lenin). #1058. 12 Dec. (2)

Reconstruction—See Civil War and
Reconstruction, U.S. See also Biack Question.

Reed. John—See Archives of the Marxist
Movement. See also Civil Liberties: General.

Religion—See India; U.S.: General.

Revolutionary Communist Party—See Abortion.
See also Black Question; Maoism.

Revolutionary Student Coordinating Committee

—

See City University of New York;
Israel/Palestine.

Revolutionary Teamsters—See Labor: History.

Rikers Island—See New York City.

ROMA—And see also Canada.
The Russian Revolution and the Roma-

Capitalist Europe: State Persecution. Fascist
Terror Target Gypsies. #1037, 10 Jan.
(4.5. 6. 7)

Russia See Crimea; Ukraine. See also Roma.
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Salaita, Steven—See Campus Repression.

Salgado, Nestora—See Mexico.

San Francisco Waterfront Strike of 1934—See
Labor: History.

SAT Exam—See Education.

Sawant, Kshama—See Sociaiist Aiternative.

See also U.S.: Generai.

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS
Defend Boston School Bus Union Leaders!.

#1056. 14 Nov. (2)

Scotland—See Britain.

Seattle—See Sociaiist Aiternative: U.S.: Generai.

Selma, Ala—See Biack Question.

Service Employees International Union (SEIU)—
See New York City; Public Workers. See also

Ebola Crisis; U.S.: General.

SEXUALITY—And see Canada; Germany.
See also Australia; Woman Question.

“Yes Means Yes" Law: Anti-Woman. Anti-Sex

—

Sex and Consent on Campus. #1056, 14 Nov.

(12 . 6)

The “Date Rape" Issue: Feminist Hysteria, Anti-

Sex Witchhunt (From Women and Revolution

No. 43. Winter 1993-Spring 1994) (W&R).
#1056, 14 Nov. (7. 8)

Shachtman, Max—See Archives of the Marxist
Movement.

Sharpton, Al—See New York City. See also Black
Question.

Sierra Leone—See Ebola Crisis.

Sikhs—See India.

Smith Act—See Labor: History. See also Civil

Liberties: General.

Snowden, Edward—See Civil Liberties: General.

SOCIALIST ALTERNATIVE (SAIt)-And see
U.S.: General. See also Black Question; China;
Crimea; Germany; Roma; South Africa; U.S.:

Elections.

"Socialism" That Democrats Can Support

—

Reformists Salivate Over Sawant's Seattle

Election, #1042, 21 Mar. (3. 7)*

“Socialism"... (C). #1043, 4 Apr. (3)

Cops, Crime and Socialist Alternative—Kshama
Sawant Greets New Seattle Police Chief,

#1049, 11 July (5)

Socialist Workers Party (Britain)—See Ukraine.
See also Britain.

Socialist Workers Party (U.S.)—See Labor:
History. See also Black Question; Civil

Liberties: General; Detroit; International
Communist League.

Solidarity—See U.S.: Elections.

SOUTH AFRICA—And see also Central African
Republic.

Metal Workers Union Drops Electoral Support to
ANC. #1039, 7Feb. (1,8, 9)

Bitter Strike in Fourth Month—Victory to South
African Platinum Miners!, #1046, 16 May
(
12

,
10

.
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)

Victory for South African Platinum Miners.
#1049. 11 July (12. 9)

Elections.2014; Twenty Years of Neo-Apartheid
Misery {Spartacist South Africa), #1052,
19 Sept. (3, 4. 5)

South China Sea—See Vietnam.

SOUTH KOREA—And see China.

Defend South Korean Rail Union!, #1037,
10 Jan. (12)

On the U.S. Occupation of Korea (U.S./Japanese
Imperialists: Hands Off China!, #1036, 13 Dec.
2013) (L) (C). #1038. 24 Jan. (2)

Soviet Union—See International Communist
League; Quote of the Week; Roma. See also
Britain; Civil Liberties: Generai; Crimea;
Labor: History; Maoism; Ukraine; Woman
Question.

Spartacist League/U.S.—See Biack Question;
Detroit; Israel/Palestine; Maoism; Socialist
Alternative; Ukraine. See also Civil Liberties:
General; Fascism; Workers Vanguard.

SPARTACUS YOUTH CLUBS—And see Israel/

Palestine. See also Maoism; Woman Question.

SYC Speaker at Chicago Holiday Appeal

—

Students Must Ally with the Power of the
Working Class (YSp), #1040. 21 Feb. (5. 11)

SPORTS
Pay College Athletes! For Unionization! College

Sports Plantation (YSp). #1054, 17 Oct.

(6. 7. 8)

On Sports and Class Society (YSp) (L), #1057,
28 Nov. (4. 5)

St. Louis—See Black Question.

Stalinism—See China; International Communist
League; Labor: History; Maoism; Quote of

the Week; Vietnam. See also Civil Liberties:

Generai; Crimea; India; Iraq; Pakistan; Roma;
Ukraine.

Stewart, Lynne—See Civil Liberties: Stewart
Case.

Supreme Court, U.S.—See Education; Public
Workers; U.S.: Generai.

Surveillance—See Civil Liberties: General;
France.

SYRIA—And see Iraq; Kurdish Question; Near
East. See also Civil Liberties: General.

Imperialists Put Off Strike on Syria. For Now
(#1030. 20 Sept. 2013) (C). #1037, 10 Jan. (3)

Taiwan—See China.

Tatars—See Crimea.

TEACHERS
California Ruling Pits Minorities Against Teachers

Unions, #1051, 5 Sept. (3. 9)

Government Junks Philly Teachers Contract,

#1055, 31 Oct. (12, 10)

Teamsters/International Brotherhood of Teamsters
(IBT)—See Black Question; Canada; Civil

Liberties: General; Labor: History; Truck
Drivers. See also Longshoremen; Port Truckers.

Texas—See Abortion.

Tiananmen Uprising—See Quote of the Week.
See also China.

Toledo Auto-Lite Strike of 1934—See Labor: History.

TRANSIT WORKERS
NYC Transit Contract—TWU Tops Help Cuomo

Knife LIRR Unions. #1046, 16 May (2)

Transport Workers Union—See Transit Workers.

Trotsky. Leon—See India; Quote of the Week. See
also China; International Communist League;
Labor: History; Sports; Venezuela.

Trotskyism—See History of the Marxist
Movement; International Communist League;
Labor: History. See also Civil Liberties:

General; Detroit; Maoism; Port Truckers.

TRUCK DRIVERS-And see Labor: History;

Port Truckers.

250 Face Firing Over Walkout—No Reprisals

Against Queens UPS Workers!, #1043,
4 Apr. (7)

As Union Tops Accept Penalties—Fired Queens
UPS Drivers Reinstated. #1044, 18 Apr. (2)

TURKEY—And see Kurdish Question. See also

Near East.

Turkish Mine Disaster: Capitalist Murder, #1047,
30 May (1.6)

UCLA—See Black Question.

UKRAINE—And see Crimea.

Ukraine Turmoil: Capitalist Powers in Tug of War,

#1038, 24 Jan. (1.4. 5)

Fascist Scourge in Ukraine, Then and Now,
#1041, 7 Mar. (9)

Soviet Power and the Liberation of Ukraine (by

Mikhail Pavlovich], #1042, 21 Mar. (9. 10)

“Letter to the Workers and Peasants of the

Ukraine" by V.l. Lenin, December 1919. #1043,
4 Apr. (2. 5)

Chicago: Right Sector Fascist Provocation at

Leftist Event on Ukraine. #1045, 2 May (12. 5)

Kiev Unleashes Fascist Terror in Qdessa: U.S.

Imperialism Behind Bloody Repression
In Ukraine—For the Right of Self-Rule in

Donetsk. Luhansk!, #1046, 16 May (1, 8. 9)*

Kiev Unleashes. .
.
(C). #1050, 8 Aug. (3)

Qn Khmelnitsky, Ukrainian Nationalist Icon (L).

#1047.30 May (2,11)

Qn East Ukraine (L). #1048. 13 June (2)

Reformist Left: Shills for U.S./EU Imperialists

Qver Ukraine. #1048, 13 June (4, 5, 10)

Clarification on East Ukraine Population, #1048,
13 June (4)

Qn Malaysia Airlines MH17 Disaster. #1050.
8 Aug. (3)

The Cliffites and the Ukrainian Nationalists

—

Qnce They Were (Cold) Warriors {Workers
Hammer). #1050, 8 Aug. (3. 9)

Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA)—See Ukraine.

Umbrella Movement—See China.

United Auto Workers (UAW)—See Auto Workers;
Detroit.

United Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW)

—

See Labor: General.

United Nations—See U.S.: International

Relations. See also Environmentalism;
Israel/Palestine.

United Parcel Service (UPS)—See Truck Drivers.

UNITED STATES
• General—And see Abortion; Abu-Jamal:
General, Message from Prison; Black
Question; Civil Liberties: Generai, Cases,
Stewart Case; Civil War and Reconstruction,
U.S.; Death Penalty; Detroit; Ebola Crisis;

Education; immigration; Public Workers. See
also Environmentalism; Labor: History; Near
East; New York City; Police; Port Truckers;
Sexuality; Teachers.

As Rulers Debate Minimum Wage Hike—Profits

Soar. Workers Go Under. #1040. 21 Feb. (1, 2)

Dozens Killed in Washington State Mudslide

—

Human Toll of Capitalist Profit, #1044,
18 Apr. (3)

Fight Poverty Wages Through Class Struggle!
Democrats Buy Votes with Minimum-Wage
Ploy. #1052, 19 Sept. (1. 10)

Anti-Woman. Anti-Black, Anti-Labor—Supreme
Court Gets That Qld-Time Religion. #1054,
17 Qct. (3. 9)

• International Relations—And see China;
Civil Liberties: General, Cases; Crimea;
Cuba; Ebola Crisis; El Salvador; Iraq; Israel/

Palestine; Kurdish Question; Near East; South
Korea; Ukraine; Venezuela; Vietnam. See also
India; Maoism; Mexico.

U.S./UN Role in Haiti’s Cholera Crisis (L). #1055,
31 Qct. (2)

• Elections—And see Socialist Alternative.

Fake-Socialist Clowns and the Bourgeois
Electoral Circus, #1055. 31 Qct. (12. 10. 11)

Plumbing the Depths in Milwaukee—Reformists
Say: Support Your “Socialist" Sheriff, #1055.
31 Qct. (11)

United Steelworkers (USW)—See School Bus
Drivers.

University of Illinois—See Campus Repression.

U.S. Agency for International Development
(USAID)—See Cuba. See also Venezuela.

VENEZUELA
U.S. Imperialism Fuels Right-Wing Protests,

#1043. 4 Apr. (1,8, 9)*

U.S. Imperialism... (C). #1049, 11 July (3)

VIETNAM—And see also Maoism.

As U.S. Imperialists Tighten Vise on China

—

Vietnamese Stalinists Fuel Anti-China Frenzy,

#1048, 13 June (12. 10)

Vigiiantism—See Internationalist Group; Mexico.

“War on Terror”—See Civil Liberties: General,
Cases, NATO 3 Case.

Water Utilities—See Detroit.

Wells. Ida B.—See Black Question.

WOMAN QUESTION^—And see Abortion;
Canada; Germany; Ireland; Quote of the
Week; Sexuality; U.S.: General. See also Black
Question; Mexico.

Women's Qppression and the Struggle for

Liberation (YSp). #1042. 21 Mar. (4. 5. 6. 7)

Qn Marriage and Prostitution (L), #1045.
2 May (2)

Woodfox, Albert—See Civil Liberties: Woodfox
Case. See also Partisan Defense Committee.

WORKERS VANGUARD~And see France;

Israel/Patestine.

Workers Vanguard Subscription Drive

2014 Quotas. #1050, 8 Aug. (8)

Week Qne Totals. #1051, 5 Sept. (3)

Week Three Totals. #1052, 19 Sept. (2)

Week Five Totals. #1053, 3 Qct. (2)

Week Seven Totals, #1054, 17 Qct. (2)

Final Totals, #1055. 31 Qct, (5)

Statement of Qwnership, Management, and
Circulation. #1053, 3 Oct. (11)

Workers Vanguard Subscription Drive Success.
#1058, 12 Dec. (2)

Workers World Party—See School Bus Drivers;
Ukraine. See also Vietnam.

Workplace Safety—See Turkey. See also Ebola
Crisis.

World War I—See Quote of the Week. See also
Archives of the Marxist Movement.

"Yes Means Yes" Law—See Sexuality.

Zionism—See Campus Repression;
Israel/Palestine. See also France.
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Aborigines—See Australia.

ABORTION—And see Ireland; U.S.: General.

See also Woman Question.

"Right to Life" Horror in Texas, #1038, 24 Jan.

(1 .
2)

Montana Abortion Provider Under Attack (L).

#1050, 8 Aug. (2)

For Free Abortion Available to All!, #1052,
19 Sept. (12, 11)

ABU-JAMAL, MUMIA
• General

Cops, Congress Ax Nominee Over Mumia’s
Case. #1042, 21 Mar. (2)

Pennsylvania Adopts Prisoner Gag Law to

Silence Mumia Abu*Jamal, #1056, 14 Nov. (3)

• Message from Prison

The World We're In (CSDN), #1037, 10 June (3)

When Children Are the Enemy. #1050, 8 Aug. (10)

AEROSPACE WORKERS
lAM Tops Surrender to Boeing Bosses, #1041,
7 Mar. (12. 11)

Affirmative Action—See Black Question; Education.

AFL-CIO—See Labor: History. See also Black
Question; Longshoremen.

Africa—See Central African Republic; Ebola
Crisis; South Africa.

Albuquerque, N.M.—See Police.

Ali, Tariq—See Pakistan.

Angola 3—See Civil Liberties: Woodfox Case.

Anti-Communism—See China; Ukraine. See also

Detroit.

Arab American Action Network—See Civil Liberties:

Cases.

ARCHIVES OF THE MARXIST MOVEMENT—
And see Black Question; India; Ukraine. See
also Labor: History.

John Reed on Liebknecht and Luxemburg,
#1037, 10 Jan. (2)

The Heritage of the Paris Commune (by Max
Shachtman), #1041, 7 Mar. (2, 10)

Marx and Engels Belong to the Workers of the
World (E), #1047, 30 May (3)

“Freedom of the Individual" by Peter Fryer.

#1056, 14 Nov. (4, 5,11)

Asian Americans—See Education.

AUSTRALIA
Racist Capitalist State Snatches Aboriginal

Children {Australasian Spartacist), #1041,
7 Mar. (6, 7)

Protesters Spike Racist Provocations
{Australasian Spartacist), #1049, 11 July (4)

AUTO WORKERS—And see Detroit.

UAW Tops' Class Collaboration Paved the Way

—

Defeat for Labor at Tennessee VW Plant.

#1042, 21 Mar. (12. 11)

Bangladesh—See Pakistan.

Benn, Tony—See Britain.

Bhutto, Zulfiqar Ali—See Pakistan.

Black Panther Party—See Civil Liberties: General,
Woodfox Case. See also Abu-Jamal: General.

BLACK QUESTION—See Civil War and
Reconstruction, U.S.; Death Penalty; Detroit;

Education; New York City; Obituaries; Quote
of the Week; Sports; Teachers. See also Auto
Workers; Civil Liberties: Cases; Sexuality;
U.S.: General.

Florida: The. Killing of Jordan Davis—The Dunn
Verdict and Racist America, #1042. 21 Mar.

(12 .
10)

Racist Bigotry and Liberal Nostrums at UCLA
(YSp), #1047, 30 May (7. 9)

Ida B. Wells; A Black Woman's Fight Against
Lynch Terror (W&R), #1048. 13 June (6, 7. 8, 9)

Ida B. Wells and 1905 Teamsters Strike (L),

#1049, 11 July (2)

Ferguson; The Real Face of Racist Capitalist

America, #1051, 5 Sept. (1, 4. 5)

Spartacist Leaflet [on Ferguson], August 20,
#1051, 5 Sept. (1.4)

GUIDE TO THE SUBJECT INDEX
• This subject index covers issues of Workers Vanguard
published during 2014, from issue No. 1037 (10 January)

through the end-of-the-year issue No. 1058 (12 December).

During this time, WV was published biweekiy except for

three alternate issues in June. July and August and skip-

ping the iast issue in December.

• The fuilest listing is by SUBJECT. Subject headings are

arranged alphabetically. Entries are listed chronologically

with two exceptions: all entries comprising a series are

listed together immediately following the first entry of

the series; corrections immediately follow the relevant

entry An asterisk (*) after the page location of an entry

indicates that a correction follows. Corrections to articles

from previous years indicate the issue number and date

of the corrected article in brackets.

• Entries are listed under subject heads. In some cases,

subject heads are broken down into subcategories. These
subcategories are listed immediately after the initial

subject head and preceded by a dot (•). The numbers
following each entry headline give the issue number, date
and page number(s) for the article. Thus:

NYPD Frame-Up Machine. #1047. 30 May (12. 11)

means the headline of the article, issue No. 1047, dated
30 May. beginning on page 12 and continuing on page 11.

• No entry is listed twice; refer to cross-references for

guidance in locating the subject head for particular

articles. Cross-references are of two types: those
following the word “see" deal centrally with the subject
head: those following the words “see also” are related

articles. Subject heads in cross-references are separated

by a semicolon, while subcategories of subject heads are

separated by a comma. Thus:

Communist League of America—See Labor: History. See
also Port Truckers.

"Conspiracy and Treachery in Alabama"
(Spartac/sf No. 4, May-June 1965), #1051,
5 Sept. (2, 8)

Ferguson Two Months Later—Thousands Protest

Racist Cop Terror, #1054. 17 Oct. (12. 8)

Same Old Story: Killer Cop Walks—Ferguson
Righteous Fury, #1057, 28 Nov. (1, 10)

Police Reform Is a Hustle—Racist Cop Terror

and the Fraud of Capitalist Democracy, #1058,
12 Dec. (1. 2, 8)

Boeing—See Aerospace Workers.

Boston—See School Bus Drivers. See also

History of the Marxist Movement.

Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS)—See
israel/Palestine.

BRITAIN—And see India. See also China; Iraq;

Socialist Alternative; Ukraine.

Union Bashing at Scottish Oil Refinery (#1035,
29 Nov. 2013] (C), #1044, 18 Apr. (2)

In Lieu of an Obituary—Tony Benn, Left

Reformist 1925-2014 (Workers Hammer),
#1045, 2 May (4. 5)

Behind Scotland's No Vote on Independence
{Workers Hammer), #1053, 3 Oct. (12. 10. 11)

Brown, Michael—See Black Question.

California—See Sexuality; Teachers. See also

Black Question; Education.

CAMPUS REPRESSION—And see also

Sexuality.

Defend the CUNY Protesters! Drop All Charges!
(YSp). #1040, 21 Feb. (5)

Protest Witchhunt at University of Illinois!

Reinstate Steven Saiaita, Opponent of Zionist

Terror! (YSp), #1052. 19 Sept. (9)

CANADA
Racist State Assault on Native Protesters

{Spartacist Canada), #1038, 24 Jan. (3, 5)

Vancouver, B.C.: Port Truckers Strike Beats Back
Bosses' Attacks. #1043, 4 Apr. (12. 10)

Canadian Government Escalates War on
Refugees {Spartacist Canada). #1043. 4 Apr.

(6. 9)

Victory to Locked-Out Ikea Workers! {Spartacist

Canada). #1044, 18 Apr. (5. 11)*

Victory to Locked-Out Ikea Workers! (C), #1045.
2 May (2)

No to Crackdown on Prostitution! {Spartacist
Canada). #1055, 31 Oct. (4. 5)

• Quebec
Electoral Debacle for Bourgeois Nationalist PQ

—

Quebec Liberals Prepare Austerity Onslaught
{Spartacist Canada), #1049. 11 July (3. 11)*

means that articles about the Communist League of

America can be found by going to the subject head

LABOR and looking under the subcategory History

Related articles can be found by going to the subject

head PORT TRUCKERS
• Individuals mentioned in articles are usually not a subject

heading unless the article is primarily about the given

person. Foreign political organizations are generally cross-

referenced to their appropriate countries, while U.S. political

organizations are listed under their organizational names

• Articles relating to foreign countries are listed under

geographical headings and not normally under any

other subject heading. Articles relating to Israel and the

Occupied Territories will be found under the subject head

ISRAEL/PALESTINE. Articles that deal centrally with

U.S. foreign policy will be found under U.S.: International

Relations or under the relevant geographical heading, for

example. CHINA
• Articles under the Class-Struggle Defense Notes (CSDN)
masthead are by the Partisan Defense Committee, a

class-struggle, non-sectarian legal and social defense

organization associated with the Spartacist League.

• Abbreviations used in entries are:

C: Correction

CSDN: Class-Struggle Defense Notes article

E: Editorial Note

L: Letter

R: Review

S: Series

YSp: Young Spartacus article

W&R: Women and Revolution article

• Entries for articles that first appeared in the press of

another section of the International Communist League
indicate the name of the press in parentheses, for example;

{Le Bolchevik).

Electoral Debacle... (C). #1052, 19 Sept. (3)

Cannon, James P—See Quote of the Week. See
also Civil Liberties: General; Labor: History;
Partisan Defense Committee.

Cardenas, Lazaro—See Venezuela.

Carter, Rubin “Hurricane"—See Obituaries.

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC
French Troops Out of Central African Republic!

(Le Bolchevik). #1046. 16 May (4, 5, 6)

Central America—See Abu-Jamal: Message from
Prison; El Salvador; Immigration.

Chattanooga, Tenn.—See Auto Workers.

Chavez, Hugo—See Venezuela.

Chicago—See Black Question; Civil Liberties:
NATO 3 Case; Ukraine.

CHINA-And see Quote of the Week; Vietnam.
See also Central African Republic; India;

International Communist League.

U.S., Japanese Provocations in East China Sea
(U.S./Japanese Imperialists; Hands Off China!,
#1036, 13 Dec. 2013] (C). #1041, 7 Mar
(4. 5, 7)*

U.S., Japanese Provocations... (C). #1043.
4 Apr. (3)

U.S./Japanese Imperialists: Hands Off China!
(#1036, 13 Dec. 2013] (C), #1043, 4 Apr. (3)

Workers Must Sweep Away CCP Tops,
Princelings—Why China Is Not Capitalist.

#1047, 30 May (4, 5, 6)

Hong Kong Protests; Spearhead for Capitalist

Counterrevolution, #1054, 17 Oct. (1, 10. 11)*

Hong Kong Protests... (C), #1057, 28 Nov. (2)

China Slashes Pay.. .of Managers, #1057.
28 Nov. (2)

Cholera—See U.S.: International Relations.

City College of New York—See Campus
Repression; Israel/Palestine.

City University of New York—See Campus
Repression; Israel/Palestine.

CIVIL LIBERTIES
• General—And see Abu-Jamal: General; France;
New York City,

Damage Control over NSA Revelations—Spying,
Repression, War: Pillars of Capitalist Rule.
#1037, 10 Jan. (1, 8. 9, 10, 11)

COINTELPRO and the New York Times—1971
Break-In Turned Over FBI's Rocks. #1040.
21 Feb. (12. 10)
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